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Original  Communications. 
Caustic  Alcohol. 

(Sodium  Alcohol  and  Potassium  Alcohol.) 

By  Albert  B.  Prescott,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Organic  and  Applied  Chemistry  and  Phar- 
macy, University  of  Michigan. 

HE  attention  of  the  medical  profession 
is  just  now  asked  to  the  claims  of  a 
new  caustic,  another  one  of  that  cate- 
gory of  organic  chemicals  which  have 
been  from  time  to  time  brought  forth  from 
the  musty  records  of  pure  science  into  the  well 
ventilated  world  of  every-day  use.  As  soon  as 
the  idea  is  mentioned  it  is  very  easy  to  see  that 
sodium  alcohol,  or  sodium  ethylate,  possesses  cer- 
tain striking  physiological  relations  to  the  tissues, 
giving  it  novel  claims  to  consideration  as  a  caus- 
tic. Whether  a  more  extended  trial  shall  show 
that  the  peculiar  action  of  this  substance  on  the 
tissues  gives  it  a  decided  value  for  some  given  use 
of  a  caustic,  or  even  for  any  use  of  a  caustic,  it 
would,  of  course,  be  premature  to  assert.  Though 
practically  new,  it  does  not  really  bring  upon  the 
tissue  a  new  caustic  ;  it  merely  offers  a  new  means 
of  applying  an  old  and  well-known  caustic  ;  doing 
this  so  that  the  application  controls  and  regulates 
itself. 

Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  of  London,  who  intro- 
duced nitrite  of  amyl,  amyl  hydride;  and  other 
anassthetics,  and  is  known  for  more  important 
work,  first  published  the  use  of  "  caustic  alcohol  " 
in  1870,  and  has  lately  explained  his  use  of  the 
article  more  at  length,  owing  to  reports  of  decided 
success  in  its  use  by  Dr.  Brunton,  and  to  some  dis- 
cussion of  the  matter  in  pharmaceutical  circles,  in 
the  present  first  public  attention  to  the  subject. 

TAe  fofma/ion,  chemical  structure,  and  the 
theory  of  the  action  of  caustic  alcohol  may  be  ex- 
plained as  follows :  It  is  well  enough  known  that 
when  sodium  (or  potassium)  is  dropped  into  water 
that  the  metal  displaces  half  the  hydrogen  of 
the  water,  which  displaced  hydrogen  escapes  as  a 
gas,  with  effervescence,  while  sodium  (or  potas- 
sium) hydrate  remains.  This  hydrate  is,  of  course, 
an  oxide  of  sodium-and-hydrogen,  and  is  ordi- 
nary caustic  soda.  Now,  when  sodium  (or  potas- 
sium) is  dropped  into  absolute  alcohol,  hydrogen 
effervesces  away,  and  an  oxide  of  ethyl-and-hydro- 
gen  remains,  this  being  sodium  alcohol  (sodium 
ethylate),  "  caustic  alcohol."  Avoiding  symbols,  as 
but  little  more  compact  than  words,  the  chemical 
structure  of  the  compounds  in  question  may  be 
presented  as  follows : 


Water.  Caustic  Soda.     Caustic  Potassa. 

Hydrogen  I  ^_.^-     Sodium      )o-jrid«     P<>**ssium  )  f,   . . 
Hydrogen  f  "^'^®-    Hydrogen  \  "^'*®-    Hydrogen  \  "^'^®- 

Alcohol.   Sodium  Alcohol.   Potassium  Alcohol. 

Ethyl  I  Oxide       ^t^^l     I  Oxide       ^^^^^  i  Oxide 

Hydrogen  \  "^^^-      Sodium  f  "^'"^®-      Potassium  f  "^***®- 

Sodium  and  potassium  alcohols  are  very  deli- 
quescent solids,  crystallizable,  but  melting  at 
slight  elevations  of  temperature.  They  are  very 
different  substances  from  mere  alcohol  solutions  of 
caustic  soda  and  potassa. 

•  As  sodium  alcohol  is  better  for  use,  and  much 
cheaper  than  potassium  alcohol,  only  the  former 
of  these  two  analogous  compounds  will  be  now 
mentioned. 

On  contact  with  water  sodium  alcohol  is  re- 
solved into  sodium  hydrate  (caustic  soda)  and 
ethyl  hydrate  (alcohol).  And  this  occurs.  Dr. 
Richardson  says,  when  the  sodium  alcohol  is 
brought  in  contact  with  the  tissues,  and  it  is  the 
produced  sodium  hydrate,  common  caustic  soda, 
that  actually  does  the  work  as  a  caustic.  This  is 
an  old-fashianed  caustic,  caustic  potassa  more 
often  taken,  and,  when  not  held  in  check,  little  de- 
serving favor.  //  is  held  in  check,  in  the  use  of 
sodium  alcohol  (i)  by  its  limited  production,  from 
the  restricted  quantity  of  water  in  the  tissues ;  (2) 
by  the  extreme  drying  of  the  tissues  as  dehy- 
drated by  the  water  used  up  in  making  the  dry 
caustic  soda  and  the  anhydrous  alcohol.  Also,  Dr. 
Richardson  states  (3)  the  absolute  alcohol  coagu- 
lates the  tissue  decomposition  products,  barring 
the  spread  of  the  caustic ;  and  (4)  the  dead  or- 
ganic substances  are  preserved  from  further  de- 
composition by  the  alcohol. 

To  completely  stop  the  action  of  the  caustic  in 
the  tissues  it  is  only  necessary,  after  removing  the 
applied  sodium  alcohol,  to  add  chloroform  to  the 
part,  when  all  remaining  sodium  alcohol,  and  to 
some  extent,  also,  the  sodium  hydrate,  are  extin- 
guished (so  to  speak),  by  formation  of  sodium 
chloride  and  certain  ethers. 

The  sodium  alcohol  is  diluted,  according  to  the 
end  to  attain,  with  absolute  alcohol,  and  "  can  be 
used  so  as  to  cut  like  a  knife,"  or  so  as  to  serve  as 
a  mild  caustic,  little  more  than  a  very  sharp  stimu- 
lant. Dr.  Richardson  places  one  part  of  the  so- 
dium alcohol  to  one  and  a  half  parts  of  the  abso- 
lute alcohol,  as  the  strongest  caustic  safe  against 
causing  haemorrhage,  for  vascular  parts. 

The  preparation  will  dissolve  opium  and  nearly 
all  subsatnces  soluble  in  alcohol. 

Dr.  Brunton  applied  the  new  caustic  to  naevi, 
with  marked  success.  Dr.  Richardson  states  that 
he  has  used  it  in  cases  of  bites  of  dogs,  would  re- 
commend it  in  bites  of  serpents,  uses  it  in  many 
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instances  needing  a  caustic,  and  awaits  farther  ex- 
perience as  to  its  adaptations. 

It  may  again  be  remarked  that  no  positive 
opinion  of  its  real  value,  compared  with  other  co- 
agulating caustics,  is  ventured  upon,  in  this  pre- 
sentation of  the  unique  claims  which  this  agent 
makes  for  itself,  by  virtue  of  its  chemistry.  In- 
deed, how  far  ordinary  deliquescent  caustic  alkali 
becomes  a  constringing  and  coagulating  caustic  in 
the  form  of  our  "  caustic  alcohol,"  remains  to  be 
proven. 

//  is  applied  best  by  means  of  a  pointed  glass 
rod,  or  pointed  prolongation  of  the  glass  stopper 
of  a  bottle  to  keep  it  in  ;  next  best,  by  a  quill  pen, 
freshly  cut  each  time  used.  Glass  brushes  are  apt 
to  break  off. 

//  can  readily  be  prepared,  by  any  pharmacist, 
with  due  care,  provided  only  that  absolute  alcohol 
and  metallic  sodium  are  at  hand.  The  alcohol 
must  be  very  nearly  or  quite  absolute,  spec.  grav. 
not  over  0.795,  ^^  the  alcohol  contains  water,  this 
water  will  simply  form  sodium  hydrate,  which  will 
dissolve  in  the  alcohol.  The  mixture  soon  turns 
brown,  and  there  is  little  or  no  check  to  its  action 
on  the  tissues.  If  diluted  with  alcohol  not  abso- 
lute, the  water  therein  will  decompose  the  sodium 
alcohol.  It  is  not  very  laborious  to  make  absolute 
alcohol  from  the  ordinary,  by  distillation  from 
quicklime,  but  that  is  too  long  a  story  for  this 
occasion.  Sodium  is  comparatively  cheap  now, 
about  one-sixth  the  cost  of  potassium.  The  fol- 
lowing are  Dr.  Richardson's  directions,  in  sub- 
stance : 

Take  one-half  fluid  ounce  of  absolute  alcohol  in 
a  two-ounce  test-tube.  Set  in  a  water-bath  at 
50°  F.  Add,  gradually,  small  cuttings  of  clean 
metallic  sodium  until  hydrogen  gas  ceases  to  escape. 
Then  raise  the  temperature  to  100°  F.,  and  add  a 
little  more  sodium,  or  until  the  gas  again  ceases  to 
rise,  stopping  to  add  if  crystallization  occurs.  Cool 
to  50"  F.  (The  preparation  thickens.)  Add  one- 
half  fluid  ounce  of  absolute  alcohol  (for  the  strong- 
est caustic  to  apply,  or  more,  as  needed  for  the  use 
desired).  Two  parts  of  absolute  alcohol  will  re- 
quire one  part  of  pure  sodium,  to  make  the  abso- 
lute sodium  alcohol. 

Ann  Arbor,  Jan.  3,  1879. 


Folia  Carobae. 

(Translated  for  New  Preparations.) 

THE  "Pharmaceutical  Zeitung,"  Bunzlan,  Ber- 
lin, publishes  the  following  communication 
by  Dr.  Ottokar  Alt,  Hamburg : 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  this  drug  by  Mr. 
Camillo  Weber,  licensed  apothecary  of  Leipzig, 
Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Montevideo,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Hamburg.  During  his  six- 
teen (16)  years'  residence  in  Brazil  and  South 
America  he  has  seen  the  carobae  employed  by 
the  resident  physicians  in  the  various  forms  of 
syphilis  with  the  happiest  results,  and  he  induced 
J.  V.  d.  Heide,  apothecary  of  this  city,  to  intro- 
duce it  here  (Hamburg).  In  my  large  practice  I 
had  ample  opportunity  to  employ  it  and  I  am  so 
extremely  well  satisfied  with  the  results,  that  I 
take  the  liberty  of  calling  the  attention  of  my 
colleagues  to  this  comparatively  new  drug.  The 
results  of  the  employment  of  the  drug  were  favor- 
able in  all  the  forms  of  syphilis,  ^^but  they  were 
really  surprising  in  old  syphilitic  eruptions,  and 
with  patients  who  had  taken  large  quantities  of 
mercurjr. 

In  cases  which  were  accompanied  by  pains  in 
the  limbs  the  carobas  was  borne  well  with  an  addi- 
tion of  iodide  of  potassium.  In  Brazil  the  carobae 
is  considered  one  of  the  best  alteratives,  diuretics 


and  sudorifics  with  most  extraordinary  tonic  prop- 
erties. I  will  add  a  few  words  about  the  leaves  ; 
The  drug  which  is  known  as  carobae  comes  from 
Brazil,  and  consists  of  long,  ovate  leaves,  dark 
green  above  and  light  green  beneath,  and  strongly 
veined. 

The  leaves  are  derived  from  a  tree,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Sprengel,  is  the  "  Jacaranda  procera," 
and  belongs  to  the  family  of  Bignoniaces ;  it  at- 
tains a  height  of  30  to  40  feet ;  its  root  is  externally 
of  a  dark  red,  internally  of  a  whitish  yellow  color; 
its  stem  is  considerably  branched  ;  the  flowers  are 
red  and  white  in  beautiful  terminal  cymes  and  have 
an  agreeable,  honey-like  flavor ;  the  fruit  is  a 
woody,  bivalved  capsule,  containing  several 
winged  seeds.  The  aborigines  of  Brazil,  and 
more  particularly  their  medicine  men  (called 
Curanderos)  have  long  known  the  beneficial  effects 
of  this  tree,  and  finally  the  attention  of  Brazilian 
physicians  was  called  to  it.  Joan  Alves  de 
Canerio,  an  eminent  physician,  submitted  it  to  the 
Academy  of  Medicine  at  Paris,  upon  which  it  was 
taken  up  in  the  Materia  Medica.  The  various 
and  elaborate  exoeriments  made  bv  Doctors  Car- 
ron  de  Villard,  Bompani,  Santo,  Barros  Pimentel, 
and  by  Messrs.  Level,  Spicks  and  Martins  (the  latter 
of  whom  has  given  the  tree  the  name  of  Cybistas 
Antisyphilitica)  have  been  crowned  with  the  most 
complete  success.  It  was  also  found  that  the  car- 
obae produces  appetite ;  it  was  first  given  in  the 
form  of  decoction,  8  grammes  of  leaves  to  360 
grammes  decoction  pro  die.  Syphilitic  ulcers  were 
sprinkled  with  the  powder  of  the  leaves  or  painted 
with  a  concentrated  extract.  Diseases  of  the  skin 
were  treated  by  lotions  or  baths  with  simultaneous 
internal  applications.  I  owe  these  communications 
to  the  above  named  Mr.  C.  Weber,  who  was  called 
upon  by  Dr.  Santo,  Barros  Pimental  and  Bompani 
to  make  a  preparation  which  would  keep  and  ob- 
viate the  tedious  manipulation  of  making  an  in- 
fusion. He,  thereupon,  made  an  aqueous-alco- 
holic extract  which  was  free  from  all  inert  matter 
liable  to  ferment ;  the  preparation,  which  keeps 
well,  contains  in  1 5  grammes  %,  gramme  soluble 
extractive  matter  ;  the  small  addition  of  alcohol 
gives  it  a  pleasant,  wine-like  taste. 

This  extract  is  everywhere  well  received,  and  is 
also  prepared  here  (in  Hamburg)  at  the  laboratory 
of  J.  V.  d.  Heide.  The  dose  is  a  tablespoonful 
three  times  a  day  in  water. 


Constipation — A  Few  Remarks  on  this 
Functional  Trouble,  and  the  Result  of 
Treatment  by  Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  F.  GuNDRUM,  M.  D.,  Ionia,  Mich. 

SINCE  the  history  of  man  this  morbid  condition 
has  annoyed  and  discomforted  innumerable  in- 
dividuals, while  in  a  great  many  it  has  become  the 
source  of  great  mischief,  and  in  not  an  inconsider- 
able number  it  has  actually  been  the  cause  of 
death. 

The  subjects  of  constipation  have  been,  and  still 
are,  the  subjects  of  much  bad  treatment,  either  at 
their  own  hands  or  at  those  of  quacks,  and  some- 
times of  even  regular  practitioners.  Usually,  the 
sufferer  first  tries  home  remedies,  after  which,  in  this 
country,  he  goes  to  the  drug  store  and  either  sub- 
jects himself  to  the  advice  of  an  ignorant  druggist 
or  buys  a  patent  medicine.  These  means  failing, 
he  consults  a  physician,  and  here,  in  too  many  in- 
stances, he  is  turned  off  in  a  few  moments  with  a 
"  favorite  prescription."  Generally,  all  the  physician 
inquires  after  is  how  long  the  patient  has  been  con- 
stipated, and  how  often  he  or  she  has  an  alvine 
evacuation.     The  question  of  making  a   correct 
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physiological,  pathogenic  or  pathological  diagnosis 
is  entirely  ignored.  When  one  remedy  fails  an- 
other is  tried  until  the  whole  therapeutical  imple- 
ments of  attack  are  gone  through  with. 

While  infrequent  evacuation,  or  constipation,  is 
very  prevalent,  all  who  are  thus  affected  should  not 
be  considered  in  a  pathological  condition.  There 
are  doubtless  many  individuals  who  have  alvme 
evacuations  only  once  in  two,  three,  four  or  even 
more  days,  and  yet  are  in  the  realms  of  a  physio- 
logical condition.  Two  individuals  may  have  the 
same  number  of  passages,  and  one  be  constipated 
while  the  other  is  not.  Hence  it  will  be  seen  that 
care  should  be  used  before  prescribing  to  see 
whether  we  have  to  do  with  a  normal  or  abnormal 
condition,  and  this  is  not  always  the  easiest  thing  in 
the  world  to  determine.  It  is  often  difficult  to  say 
where  the  physiological  process  ends  and  the  path- 
ological begins.  This  much  may  be  said,  how- 
ever, that  physiologically  inactive  bowels  are  much 
more  prone  to  take  on  pathological  action  than 
where  there  is  no  such  torpidity. 

Now  it  should  be  remembered  that  what  may  be 
designated  pathological  constipation  is  not  a  dis- 
ease in  and  of  itself,  but  only  a  functional  derange- 
ment of  the  alimentary  canal.  The  causes  and 
diseases  on  which  this  derangement  depends  are 
very  various.  The  quantity  and  variety  of  food, 
the  process  of  digestion,  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  secretions  which  are  poured  into  the  ahmentary 
canal,  muscular  contractility  of  the  intestines,  ab- 
dominal walls  and  diaphragm,  nervous  enervation, 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  blood,  condition  of 
sphincter  ani,  habit,  etc. — these,  with  all  general  and 
organic  troubles  that  may  influence  the  proper  and 
timely  expulsion  of  the  alimentaiy  refuse  should 
be  brought  into  view  before  prescribing. 

The  conditions  I  wish  more  particularly  to  call 
attention  to  in  this  article  are  muscular  sluggish- 
ness of  the  intestines  and  an  improper  and  insuffi- 
cient supply  of  secretions.  It  is  well  known  that,  in 
order  to  effect  the  timely  expulsion  of  the  refuse  ma- 
terial in  the  intestines  we  must  have  sufficient  mus- 
cular contractility,  and  that  the  fsecal  mass  must 
possess  a  certain  amount  of  moisture  on  its  sur- 
face or  the  intestine  must  itself  be  bathed  with  a 
moisture  or  secretion  in  order  that  the  mass  will 
glide  along  easily.  If  either  one  of  these  condi- 
tions fail  the  faecal  mass  will  certainly  have  great 
difficulty  in  making  its  passage,  and  its  progress 
will  finally  be  arrested  in  the  large  intestines.  The 
bad  effect  of  this  arrest  on  the  general  system  is 
well  known  to  all  medical  men  of  any  experience. 
The  digestion  must  become  impaired,  and  so  with 
assimilation.  The  noxious  materials,  absorbed 
from  the  faecal  mass,  materially  and  seriously 
affect  the  whole  nutritive  process  and  produce 
innumerable  abnormal  nervous  phenomena. 

Before  giving  my  experience  with  cascara  sa- 
grado,  I  wish  to  relate  two  cases  of  obstinate  con- 
stipation as  showing  what  serious  trouble  may  be 
produced,  and  how  easily  the  difficulty  was  over- 
come by  what  I  consider  rational  treatment,  after 
every  effort  for  several  weeks  previous  had  failed. 
Mrs.  X.,  age  34,  nervous  temperament,  was  con- 
fined of  her  fourth  child  some  time  in  December, 
1870.  She  made  a  tolerable  recovery,  but  was 
very  costive  for  three  months  following.  A  month 
before  I  saw  her  in  consultation,  only  a  few  small 
scybala  passed  her  bowels  once  in  four  or  five 
days.  Her  abdomen  became  flatulent,  she  lost  her 
appetite  and  strength,  and  when  I  saw  her  with 
Dr.  C,  she  was  confined  to  her  bed.  On  exploring 
the  abdomen  I  found  in  the  left  iliac  fossa  an  ob- 
long, hard,  painless  swelling,  of  about  the  size  of  a 
small  child's  head.  Nearly,  if  not  all  the  laxative, 
hydragogue  and  drastic  cathartics  had  been  used 


with  much  more  persistency  than  success.  I  ad- 
vised warm  fomentations  to  the  abdomen  man- 
ipulating abdominal  walls,  and  injection  of  warm 
water  by  long  rectal  tube  while  patient  was  partially 
inverted.  By  this  method  we  succeeded  in  bringing 
away  quite  a  quantity  of  dry,  hard  faecal  matter,  but 
this  treatment  failed  to  improve  our  patient.  There 
was  but  little  change  in  her  general  condition,  and  the 
tumor  diminished  but  slightly.  It  was  during  the 
second  year  that  I  had  branched  out  on  my  own 
responsibility  and  this  case  gave  me  the  usual  anx- 
iety of  a  young  practitioner's  first  difficult  case. 
My  library  was  as  meager  as  my  funds,  conse- 
quently I  had  to  rely  on  my  wits.  I  prescribed  for 
this  patient  one  pint  of  good  olive  oil  and  one-sixth 
grain  strychnia  in  fractional  doses  during  twenty- 
four  hours.  By  this  treatment,  provided  my  pa- 
tient would  retain  it,  I  expected  to  soften  up  the 
hard  fascal  mass  and  give  tone  to  the  muscular  tis- 
sue of  the  large  intestine.  The  result  surprised 
us  all ;  on  the  fourth  day  our  patient  began  to 
have  alvine  evacuations.  Their  character  was 
more  like  pieces  of  sealing  wax  nicely  oiled  than 
anything  I  could  think  of.  These  evacuations  con- 
tinued in  large  quantities  each  day  until  the  tumor 
entirely  disappeared,  and  the  patient  rapidly  re- 
covered her  health. 

Case  2d.  Mr.  F.  was  habitually  costive  for 
some  years,  but  during  the  last  of  November, 
1873,  he  became  worse.  About  the  middle  of 
December,  he  took  to  his  bed  and  employed  a 
"  S.  S.  Curantur  " — who  treated  him  homeopath- 
ically  in  every  respect.  He  put  him  on  low  diet 
and  opiates.  The  patient  himself  had  noticed 
that  there  was  a  swelling  forming  in  the  right  iliac 
fossa.  He  called  the  doctor's  attention  to  it  and 
received  the  assurance  that  "That'll  be  all  right." 
He  was  troubled  a  great  deal  with  flatulency,  and 
the  doctor  prescribed  that  the  patient,  several  times 
a  day,  should  reverse  ends  and  give  the  gas  in  the 
bowels  the  advantage  of  gravitation.  But  this  pre- 
scription failed.  Another,  and  regular  practitioner 
was  called  in,  and  three  weeks  later  I  was  called  as 
counsel.  Patient  had  become  much  reduced,  and 
was  unable  to  be  out  of  bed,  had  flatulent  distension 
of  abdomen,  loss  of  appetite  and  very  offensive 
breath.  In  the  right  iliac  region  there  was  a  large 
tumor,  nearly  round,  hard,  painless  and  immovable. 
The  attending  physician  had  diagnosed  it  fascal  im- 
paction in  the  coecum,  in  which  opinion  I  con- 
curred. The  treatment  ordinarily  recommended 
in  several  of  our  best  text-books  had  been  used 
with  good  skill  and  perseverance,  but  little  benefit 
resulted.  The  olive  oil  and  strychnia  were  pre- 
scribed with  like  happy  result  as  in  the  first  case. 

The  treatment  prescribed  for  these  two  cases 
is  original  with  me,  and  the  result  was  all  that 
could  be  wished. 

I  have  had  under  my  care  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years  a  young  lady  who  has  been  leading  an 
absolutely  sedentary  life — not  being  able  to  walk  a 
step.  She  has  been  the  subject  of  obstinate  con- 
stipation for  many  years,  owing  in  all  likelihood  to 
poor  health  and  sedentary  habits.  I  had  exhausted 
everything  in  the  materia  medica  with  but  tempo- 
rary benefit.  During  the  early  part  of  last  spring  I 
saw,  through  some  source  which  I  do  not  now  re- 
member, a  few  reports  of  cases  of  constipation 
having  been  treated  by  cascara  sagrado.  I  had 
been  deceived  by  several  new  therapeutic  agents, 
either  owing  to  misrepresentation  of  the  physician 
who  lauded  the  remedy,  or  to  being  unfortunate  in 
getting  hold  of  a  bad  or  spurious  article  of  the  drug, 
and  was  loath  to  try  this.  But  as  there  was  nothing 
more  for  me  to  try,  I  resorted  to  it.  I  ordered 
the  fluid  extract  cascara  sagrado  in  half  teaspoon- 
ful  doses  with   some  water  or  thin   syrup   three 
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times  a  day,  with  the  instruction,  should  this  fail  to 
regelate  her  bowels,  to  gradually  increase  the  dose. 
In  two  weeks  I  saw  my  patient.  She  looked  well ; 
had  gained  flesh,  complexion  was  clearer  than  I 
had  ever  seen  it,  and  she  had  a  daily  evacuation  of 
semi-solid  and  molded  faeces.  Cascara  sagrado 
has  acted  beyond  my  expectations  on  this  unfor- 
tunate girl,  and  so  far  has  not  disappointed  me  in 
relieving  the  constipation  when  it  took  place.  Ob- 
taining such  decided  and  happy  effects  from  a  rem- 
edy, I  concluded  to  give  it  an  extended  trial,  which 
I  have  done.  The  cases  are  too  numerous  to  re- 
port and  I  can  only  give  the  general  result  of  my 
observations.  I  have  tried  it  in  the  young  babe, 
in  the  child,  adult  and  aged,  and  in  nearly  every 
case  with  good  results — better  than  with  any  one 
other  remedy  or  combination  of  remedies  I  have 
ever  used.  I  have  generally  given  the  remedy  by 
itself  so  that  I  might  know  what  cascara  sagrado 
would  do,  though  I  have  associated  it  with  other 
remedies  to  advantage. 

I  have  given  this  remedy  to  infants  from  half  to 
a  month  old  in  doses  of  three  to  five  or  six  drops 
once,  twice  or  three  times  a  day  with  good  results. 

The  beauty  of  the  action  of  the  remedy  is  that 
it  produces  no  griping  and  no  exhausting  effect, 
e.  g.,  a  patient  does  not  feel  hke  he  or  she  needed 
toning  up  after  experiencing  the  effects  of  the  med- 
icine. 

I  have  not  as  yet  seen  an  attempt  at  explaining 
its  mode  of  action  by  any  one.  So  far  as  my  indi- 
vidual opinion  is  concerned,  I  consider  it  a  special 
tonic  affecting  both  nervous  supplies,  the  pneumo- 
gastric  and  sympathetic,  of  the  intestinal,  if  not  of 
the  whole  alimentary  canal.  One  seems  to  wield 
a  decided  influence  over  the  secretions,  while  the 
other  over  the  motion.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  shall 
consider  this  medicine  as  a  special  tonic  to  the  in- 
testines and  a  great  addition  to  our  materia  med- 
ica  until  the  contrary  is  proven  by  the  experience 
of  the  profession  or  myself.  I  do  not  vaunt  it  as 
a  panacea,  but  assert  that  it  is  one  of  the  best,  if 
not  the  best,  remedies  for  constipation  we  possess. 

The  dose  varies.  In  moderate  cases  I  usually 
begin  with  fifteen  to  twenty  drops  two  or  three 
times  a  day  and  gradually  increase  till  the  desired 
effect  is  produced.  In  more  obstinate  or  severe 
cases  I  begin  with  a  half  drachm.  I  usually  give 
it  before  meals. 

I  have  used  the  fluid  extract  manufactured  by 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  which  has  proved  reliable 
every  time. 

I  also  use  cascara  sagrado  as  a  cathartic  in  pre- 
ference to  the  usual  remedies.  It  acts  gently, 
promptly  and  without  griping. 


Eucalyptus     Globulus,     or,    Australian 
Fever  Tree. 

A  paper  read  by  J.  E.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  before  the  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  Medical  Society,  Sept.  12th,  1878. 

BOTANICAL  name,  eucalyptus  globulus ;  habi- 
tat, Australia ;  local  or  common  names,  blue 
gam,  fever  tree,  etc. ;  medicinal  part,  the  leaves. 

The  tree  from  which  this  remedy  is  obtained  is 
one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  Australian  for- 
est. It  is  an  evergreen,  and  belongs  to  the  natu- 
ral order  of  Myrtaceas,  the  same  order  that  gives 
us  our  clove,  cajeput,  pimento,  and  other  similar 
products  of  our  materia  medica.  About  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  different  species  of  eucalyptus 
are  known  and  recognized  upon  the  Australian 
continent.  In  its  mother  country  it  grows  to  a 
gigantic  size,  corresponding  therein  in  its  native 
woods  to  our  big  trees  of  California.  It  is  not  un- 
usual   to  find  specimens   four  hundred    feet    in 


height.  The  wood  is  compact,  quite  heavy,  and  is 
impregnated  with  balsam  or  resin,  that  gives  it 
valuable  keeping  qualities,  and  of  great  use  in  the 
arts. 

From  its  resinous  character,  it  is  of  more  value 
for  ship  keels  than  our  rock  elm,  and  it  is  this 
same  resinous  principle,  of  high  nautical  value, 
that  makes  it  of  so  much  interest  to  the  pharma- 
cist and  physician.  Besides  these  general  features, 
it  has  another  important  one,  that  of  rapid  growth, 
for,  springing  up  in  a  single  decade  of  years,  trees 
twenty  and  thirty  feet  in  height  have  been  seen  in 
four  years  from  the  planting  time.  In  Texas  they 
have  been  known  to  grow  from  spring  to  Novem- 
ber to  be  ten  or  twelve  feet  m  height.  In  Florida 
a  growth  of  five  feet  in  four  months  has  been 
recorded.  In  California,  a  growth  of  forty  feet  in 
height,  with  a  diameter  of  one  foot,  has  been  ob- 
tained in  four  years'  time.  As  a  shade  tree  it  is 
not  of  value,  as  the  trunk  is  so  tall,  straight  and 
limbless,  save  at  the  top,  that  the  sunlight  always 
strikes  the  ground  even  at  the  base  of  the  tree. 
The  curious  position  and  shape  of  the  leaves  also 
permit  of  this  thorough  permeation  of  the  sun- 
light, a  characteristic  of  the  Australian  forest. 

The  leaves  of  the  young  seedling  resemble  our 
common  myrtle  leaves,  but  as  the  trunk  lengthens 
out  into  its  straight  and  slender  form,  the  leaves 
also  partake  of  a  similar  formative  growth,  so  that 
in  the  mature  tree  they  are  one  inch  in  width  by 
from  four  to  seven  inches  in  length.  In  color  they 
are  a  pea-green  shade,  which  gradually  turns 
darker  as  the  plant  matures.  Instead  of  turning 
their  flat  surface  to  the  sun,  as  is  common  with 
our  leaves,  they  hang  in  a  drooping  fashion  from 
the  stem,  and  so  present  only  their  edges.  Its 
fruit,  preceded  by  purple-hued  and  solitary  flowers, 
resembling  our  myrtle  flowers,  except  that  they  are 
more  full  of  honey  than  our  myrtle,  is  a  reverse 
cone,  with  four  prominent  sides,  and  hangs  high 
up,  near  the  top  of  the  tree.  It  is  from  the  leaves 
and  flowers  that  the  most  of  the  medicinal  por- 
tions are  obtained.  Still,  the  wood  contains  them 
all,  but  in  a  lesser  ratio  and  less  manageable  form. 

It  is  the  oil  eucalyptol  that  is  probably  the  active 
ingredient  in  the  different  eucalyptol  preparations. 
The  first  experiments  upon  its  anti-febrile  qualities 
were  made  by  Dr.  Tristany,  in  Spain,  in  1871. 
They  were  corroborated  by  the  trials  made  by  Dr. 
Brunei,  of  Montevideo,  and  since  then  by  the  lead- 
ing practitioners  of  most  civilized  countries.  Be- 
sides their  therapeutical  value,  of  which  we  shall 
speak  further  on,  the  tree,  in  its  living  presence,  is 
invaluable  as  a  prophylactic  to  certain  diseases 
arising  from  exposure  to  malarial  miasm  ;  hence, 
we  might  infer  that  those  countries  to  which  the 
eucalyptus  is  indigenous  owe  their  immunity  to 
yellow  fever,  which  is  considered  an  infectious 
iniasmatic  disease. 

Tracts  of  land  rendered  absolutely  untenable 
from  the  ravages  of  malaria,  may,  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  trees  growing  thereabouts  be 
made  fruitful  and  healthful.  This  has  been  tried 
in  many  countries,  under  many  varying  circum- 
stances, and  with  uniform  succ  ss.  This  is  due  to 
a  threefold  action,  viz. :  the  high,  open  growth  of 
the  tree,  heretofore  alluded  to,  permitting  the  free 
entrance  of  sunlight  and  air  about  the  roots  of  the 
trees,  the  free  and  rapid  growth  of  the  tree,  thus 
furnishing  ready  drainage  for  the  sweltering 
swamps,  about  which  they  may  be  planted;  and, 
lastly,  by  the  anti -malarial  influence  of  the  bal- 
samic odors  with  which  it  impregnates  the  sur- 
rounding air.  The  second  factor  is  probably  as 
important  a  one  as  any  in  the  make-up  of  the  anti- 
malarial influence  of  the  tree.  When  you  come 
to  put  into  figures  the  amount  of  representative 
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moisture  daily  exhaled  from  one  of  the  trees,  the 
result  is  really  surprising.  Of  course  no  exact 
computation  has  been  made,  but  from  certain 
crude  experiments  made  by  Dr.  C.  Henri  Leonard 
with  the  maple  leaf,  a  tree  of  slow  growth  and  de- 
lighting in  a  warm  and  dry  soil,  we  are  sure  that 
this  factor  is  greatly  underrated.  Assuming  one 
grain  an  hour  to  be  the  moisture-exhaling  work 
of  each  leaf  (and  this  is  less  than  his  experiments 
with  the  maple  leaf  would  warrant)  we  have 
then  from  ten  to  fifteen  grains  of  moisture  daily  as 
the  representative  draining  work  of  each  leaf ; 
multiply  this  by  the  total  number  of  leaf  elements 
in  a  grove  of  eucalypti,  and  you  get  an  enormous 
product.  Gimbert  states  that  a  single  tree  draws 
ten  times  its  weight  of  water  from  the  soil  in  which 
it  grows  in  every  twenty-four  hours. 

Without  dwelling  further  on  the  anti-malarial 
properties  of  the  eucalyptus,  we  will  simply  cite 
the  experiments  of  one  of  our  countrymen.  Dr. 
Logan,  of  Kern  county,  California,  who  planted  a 
grove  of  the  trees  around  his  premises,  which  had 
previously  been  noted  for  annual  epidemics  of  mala- 
rial fever.  When  the  trees  had  attained  a  height 
of  a  few  feet  there  was  a  strong  balsamic  odor  no- 
ticeable in  the  locality,  and  the  re-appearance  of 
their  usual  fevers  was  looked  for  in  vain,  and  the 
inhabitants,  to  their  astonishment,  have  since  been 
enjoying  robust  health.  Dr.  Logan  says  that, 
though  carefully  searching  for  hygienic  causes 
other  than  eucalypti,  none  could  be  found.  He 
has  since  planted  all  the  waste  places  on  his  farm 
with  the  trees,  so  firmly  does  he  believe  in  their 
anti-malarial  virtues. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  relate  a  few  cases  in 
which  we  used  the  eucalyptus  as  a  therapeutic 
agent  in  our  own  practice  : 

Case  1st.  P.  M.,  age  38,  colored,  came  to  me 
in  the  spring  of  1873  with  an  old,  indolent  ulcer  on 
the  right  tibia,  lower  third,  stating  that  he  had 
been  afflicted  with  the  sore  for  three  years,  and 
had  applied  many  remedies  without  improving  his 
condition  whatever.  The  ulcer  was  evidently  of 
scrofulous  origin.  I  applied  the  fluid  extract  in  a 
diluted  state  on  a  pledget  of  lint,  and  then  ban- 
daged the  leg  from  ankle  to  knee,  with  directions 
to  keep  the  diseased  part  saturated  with  the  prep- 
aration. Result :  in  three  months  the  ulcer  entirely 
healed,  and  has  so  remained  up  to  the  present 
time. 

Case  2d.  G.  W.,  age  24,  also  of  scrofulous 
habit,  called  upon  me  for  treatment  July  28th, 
1875,  suffering  with  sixteen  large  suppurating  ul- 
cers on  left  leg;  his  ankle  then  measured  s'xteen 
inches  in  circumference,  with  marked  oedema  and 
inflammation  extending  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee. 
This  ulceration  had  existed  for  nine  years  ;  he  was 
greatly  emaciated,  weighing  118  pounds,  pale  and 
anaemic,  and  despairing  of  ever  procuring  relief. 
Having  been  treated  by  numerous  physicians,  and 
had  received  but  little  or  no  benefit,  he  had  deter- 
mined upon  having  his  limb  amputated  the  com- 
ing fall.  The  predisposing  cause  of  the  diseased 
leg  was  probably  owing  to  the  circumstance  of  its 
having  been  frozen,  in  1865.  This,  combined  with 
the  scrofulous  history,  well  authenticated,  accounts 
for  the  severity  of  the  symptoms.  I  prescribed  as 
follows : 

R.    Potassiii  odidi,  5  j. 

Comp.  syr.  stillingise,  5  x. 

Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  and  ordered  to 
be  applied  locally  an  aqueous  solution  of  eucalyp- 
tus, ulcers  to  be  cleansed  twice  daily  with  the  lo- 
tion and  a  bandage  applied,  and  kept  moistened 
with  the  lotion.  The  improvement  was  so  rapid 
that  after  the  first  week  of   treatment  the  patient 


thought  he  would  be  well  in  four  weeks,  but  in 
this  he  was  mistaken.  In  six  weeks  I  was  enabled 
to  discontinue  the  lotion,  all  the  ulcers  save  two 
having  healed.  There  was  a  marked  diminution 
in  the  oedema  and  inflammation. 

During  the  height  of  the  disease  the  odor  aris- 
ing from  these  ulcers  was  almost  as  foul  as  that  of 
a  gangrened  lung,  and  it  was  here  that  the  anti- 
septic properties  of  the  eucalyptus  was  made 
manifest,  for,  after  a  few  applications,  this  odor 
had  entirely  disappeared.  The  lotion  was  now 
discontinued,  and  an  ointment  substituted  contain- 
ing two  ounces  of  fluid  extract  of  eucalyptus  to 
four  ounces  of  simple  cerate.  I  directed  the  ulcers, 
and  other  parts  of  the  limb  where  redness  ex- 
isted, to  be  dressed  with  the  ointment  twice  daily, 
and  kept  bandaged.  Improvement  continued  to 
be  rapid,  and  all  traces  of  inflammation  soon  dis- 
appeared. I  then  discharged  him  cured,  and  he 
has  so  remained  up  to  the  present.  The  ankle 
now  measured  ten  and  one-half  inches  ;  general 
health  good ;  weight  one  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds. 

Case  3d.  G.  M.,  German,  age  30,  applied  to  me 
May  2 1  St,  1877,  with  a  large  suppurating  ulcer,  lo- 
cated on  the  anterior  surface  of  middle  third  of 
the  tibia,  being  five  and  one-half  inches  in  its 
longitudinal  and  four  inches  in  its  greatest  trans- 
verse diameter.  The  edges  of  this  ulcer  presented 
a  ragged  appearance,  walls  perpendicular,  the  sur- 
face covered  with  a  thick  sanious  pus,  which  upon 
being  cleansed  disclosed  a  base  of  a  whitish  na- 
creous aspect ;  the  inflammation  was  acute  and 
the  pain  most  intense.  The  treatment  adopted  in 
this  case  was  similar  to  the  preceding,  and  as  early 
as  a  day  after  the  first  application  of  the  remedy 
pain  entirely  ceased.  From  this  time  on  im- 
provement was  very  decided.  Four  days  later  the 
patient  returned  to  his  work,  which  required  him 
to  be  on  his  feet  ten  hours  daily.  On  August  31st 
he  was  discharged  entirely  cured,  and  has  so  re- 
mained. 

Case  4th.  M.  T.,  had  been  suffering  from  gun- 
shot wound  of  upper  anterior  third  of  tibia;  had 
been  operated  on  several  times  for  necrosis.  The 
wound  did  not  heal ;  there  was  a  decided  thicken- 
ing of  tissues,  and  three  suppurating  ulcers ;  had 
been  compelled  to  take  from  two  to  three  months' 
rest  every  year.  Prescribed  an  ointment  of  euca- 
lyptus for  local  use,  and  bandaged  the  limb.  The 
treatment  had  the  effect  of  relieving  the  pain,  and 
in  a  few  days  the  ulcers  healed  up  (with  one  ex- 
ception) to  about  the  size  of  a  silver  quarter,  and 
have  so  remained.  There  is  evidently  necrosis 
existing  in  the  shaft  of  the  tibia,  preventing  an 
entire  cure.  He  has  never  lost  a  day  from  work 
since  commencing  treatment. 

Case  5.  Was  called  to  treat  two  cases  of  scar- 
let fever.  The  patients  were  two  children,  girl 
and  boy,  aged  respectively  nine  and  five  years. 
They  had  the  usual  throat  complications,  the  ton- 
sils being  in  a  high  state  of  inflammation,  very 
much  enlarged,  ulcerated,  exceedingly  painful,  and 
deglutition  difficult.  Instead  of  prescribing  the 
customary  remedies  for  this  throat  difficulty,  I  or- 
dered the  posterior  part  of  the  buccal  cavity  and 
tonsils  to  be  swabbed  every  three  or  four  hours 
with  a  diluted  fluid  extract  eucalyptus,  one  part  to 
three,  and  was  gratified  to  find  that  it  proved  more 
efficacious  than  any  therapeutic  agent  I  had  ever 
previously  employed,  for  the  difficulty  in  swallow- 
ing, the  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  and  pain  were 
most  markedly  diminished. 

I  might  mention  a  number  of  other  cases  of  a 
similar  nature  where  this  remedy  has  been  used  in 
my  practice  with  great  satisfaction  to  myself  and 
patient,  but  will  not  tire  you  with  a  recital  of  them, 
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but  will  close  by  stating  that  from  the  success  that 
has  thus  far  attended  my  experiments  with  this 
drug,  I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  one  of  the  very 
best  antiseptics  yet  discovered. 

[Note. — Dr.  T.  stated  that  the  preparation  used 
was  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract.] 


Eucalyptus  Globulus    as    an  Anti- 
periodic. 

By  John  E.  Brackett,  M.  D..  Professor  of  Materia  Medica, 
Medical  Department  of  Howard  University,  and  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  at  Providence  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C. 

DURING  the  months  of  August  and  September 
last,  a  time  when  miasmatic  diseases  prevailed 
to  a  large  extent  both  in  this  city  and  the  country 
surrounding  it,  more  particularly  that  country  bor- 
dering the  Potomac  river  south  from  the  city,  I  took 
occasion  to  fully  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
eucalyptus  globulus  in  malarial  diseases.  With 
your  kind  permission  I  will  take  this  occasion  to  lay 
the  results  of  my  observation  before  your  readers. 
There  were  admitted  to  the  medical  wards  of 
Providence  Hospital,  of  which  I  had  charge,  nine- 
teen cases  of  malarial  fever  during  the  month  of 
August,  and  for  the  month  of  September  thirty-one 
cases,  in  all  fifty  cases.  Of  these  thirty-two  were 
of  the  tertian  type,  ten  of  the  quotidian,  and  seven 
of  the  double  quotidian.  There  was  but  one  case 
of  quartan,  and  the  history  of  that  case  not  alto- 
gether satisfactory. 

For  some  reason,  I  know  not  whatr  eucalyptus 
had  never,  since  its  general  introduction  to  the  pro- 
fession, found  its  way  into  the  hospital  dispensary. 
I  at  once  ordered  a  quantity,  but  only  the  fluid 
extract  could  be  obtained  at  that  time,  and  that  was 
the  preparation  used  by  me.  The  first  case,  that 
of  a  French  sailor,  was  a  well-defined  tertian,  and 
thirty  drops  of  the  fluid  extract  was  given  every 
three  hours  during  the  remission.  The  first 
paroxysm,  or  chill,  after  admission  into  the  hospital 
was  not  perceptibly  diminished  ;  the  second,  notice- 
ably so,  and  the  third  marked  only  a  slight  blueness 
of  the  finger  nails,  followed  by  fever  of  medium 
intensity,  to  be  succeeded  by  a  gentle  moisture  of 
the  skin.  This  patient  remained  in  the  hospital  for 
two  weeks  under  careful  observation,  but  as  no 
further  evidence  of  malarial  poisoning  presented 
itself,  he  was  discharged  at  the  end  of  that  time 
cured. 

The  second  case,  that  of  a  boy  thirteen  years 
old,  from  the  south  bank  of  the  Potomac,  six  miles 
below  Alexandria,  Va.,  where  he  had  been  suffer- 
ing from  chills  for  two  weeks  previous  to  his  admis- 
sion into  the  hospital,  proved  a  typical  tertian. 
The  same  treatment  was  adopted,  but  without  fur- 
ther effect  than  causing  the  patient  after  the  third 
chill  to  skip  one,  to  be  followed,  however,  by  an 
intensified  paroxysm  at  the  regular  interval.  On 
the  fifteenth  day  after  his  admission  I  was  forced 
to  abandon  the  treatment,  and  resort  to  quinine 
sulph.,  which  soon  relieved  the  trouble,  when  he  was 
returned  to  his  home. 

Case  third  ;  quotidian  ;  a  resident  of  Washing- 
ton, living  in  the  south  part  of  the  city,  near  the 
river.  Had  suffered  with  chills  for  ten  days  pre- 
vious to  his  admission  into  the  hospital.  Had  been 
under  treatment  at  the  City  Dispensary,  but  failed 
to  obtain  any  relief.  The  paroxysm  occurring  regu- 
larly at  two  and  a  half  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
the  patient  admitted  at  nine  in  the  morning,  treat- 
ment was  instituted  at  once,  the  patient  receiving 
orders  to  go  to  bed  just  as  soon  as  any  symptoms 
of  the  approaching  chill  became  manifest.  There 
was  no  noticeable  diminution  in  the  force  of  the 
paroxysms  the  first,  second  and  third  days,  but  on 


the  fourth  a  decided  decrease  in  the  severity ;  on 
the  fifth  an  entire  absence  of  any  symptoms,  and 
this  continued  for  three  days,  when  the  chills  re- 
turned, and  for  one  week  there  was  no  apparent 
diminution  in  the  regular  daily  paroxysm  ;  so  was 
forced  to  abandon  treatment  and  give  quinine 
sulph.,  which  soon  brought  them  under  subjection. 

Cases  four,  five,  six,  seven,  and  so  on  till  the  six- 
teenth, responded  well  to  the  treatment.  They 
were  tertians  ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  last  men- 
tioned, eucalyptus  failed  as  signally  as  it  did  in  case 
two,  with  this  slight  difference  that  there  was  no 
skip,  the  chill  occurring  with  perfect  regularity  at 
the  same  hour  on  every  alternate  day.  This  was 
the  last  case  where  eucalyptus  failed  sooner  or 
later  to  give  relief. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that 
there  are  many  cases  of  malarial  fever  where  the 
drug  will  prove  serviceable  ;  but  that  it  is  not  relia- 
ble in  every  case  there  can  be  no  question,  and  one 
might  say  the  same  of  every  article  of  the  materia 
medica.  But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  here 
the  merits  or  demerits  of  eucalyptus  globulus.  I 
merely  wish  to  present  a  certain  number  of  cases 
treated  with  the  drug,  and  allowing  the  results  of 
such  treatment  to  show  for  itself. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  J.  H.  BuNDY,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

BUT  lately  introduced  to  the  profession,  the  phy- 
siological action  of  this  drug  requires  further 
elucidation.  Its  tendency  is  towards  the  glandular 
system — especially  the  secretory.  I  believe  it  to  be 
the  peer,  and  in  many  cases  the  superior  of  chio- 
nanthus  ;  its  action  in  stimulating  the  secretions  of 
the  liver,  bowels,  and  the  entire  alimentary  canal  is 
most  satisfactory ;  it  influences  the  ganglionic 
(vegetative)  system,  and  through  this  stimulates 
all  the  organs  under  its  control ;  it  especially  in- 
fluences the  portal  circulation,  and  thus  is  ex- 
plained its  wonderful  effect  upon  hemorrhoids.  In 
giving  it  for  this  affection,  it  must  be  given  in  small 
doses,  sufficiently  small  to  fall  far  below  catharsis. 
It  increases  peristaltic  action  by  its  tonic  and  stimu- 
lating properties  upon  muscular  fiber,  producing 
contractility  and  tonicity.  When  its  properties  have 
become  thoroughly  known,  its  range  of  applicability 
will  be  found  to  be  very  wide.  Were  it  a  remedy 
for  no  other  malady  than  constipation,  its  value 
could  not  be  estimated.  In  chills,  or  remittent 
fever,  doubtless  owing  to  its  action  on  the  liver,  it 
seems  to  act  charmingly,  and  will  prove  a  valuable 
adjunct  in  that  direction.  I  have  at  the  present 
time  three  cases  of  remittent  fever,  in  which  I  never 
saw  anything  act  so  promptly  and  kindly,  as  a 
hepatic  and  antiperiodic  as  the  cascara.  I  give  it 
in  small  doses :  fld.  ext.  gtts.  xx,  every  two  hours, 
until  it  acts  upon  the  bowels.  With  aconite  and 
gelsemium,  it  arrested  the  disease  in  forty-eight 
hours.  In  cases  in  which  there  is  jaundice,  dry 
skin,  scanty  and  high-colored  urine,  with  marked 
dullness,  and  tendency  to  coma,  cascara  has  in 
my  hands  been  a  perfect  success. 

I  am  glad  to  notice  the  tests  to  which  the  pro- 
fession is  putting  this  drug,  and  hope  that  these 
tests  will  be  continued,  satisfied  as  I  am  that  they 
will  result  in  firmly  fixing  cascara  in  the  materia 
medica.  It  is,  however,  in  constipation  and  dys- 
pepsia that  I  am  disposed  to  place  most  faith  in  it. 

The  name,  though  vulgar,  and  of  Spanish  deri- 
vation (meaning  sacred  bark),  does  not  affect  its 
physiological  action.  I  have  sent  such  specimens 
as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  to  Prof.  Scudder,  and 
hope  he  may  be  able  to  name  it,  as  without  the 
flower,  I  am  myself  unable  to  do  so.     I  trust  we 
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shall  have  further  reports  on  the  remedy  from  all 
sources. — October,  i8j8.. 

[Note. — Since  receiving  the  above  communica- 
tion, cascara  has  been  botanically  located.  It  is 
the  Rhamnus  Purshiana. — Ed.] 


Berberis  Aquifolium. 

By  J.  H.  BuNDY,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

SINCE  I  introduced  this  drug  some  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  advised  the  medical  profession 
of  its  real  physiological  action,  much  has  been 
written  upon  the  subject,  and  in  many  instances, 
no  doubt,  by  parties  who  never  took  a  dose  of  the 
drug  themselves.  One  writer  states  it  to  have 
been  in  repute  as  a  domestic  remedy  for  rheuma- 
tism ;  and  that  //  is  not  as  drastic  as  podophyllin, 
but  that  its  properties  remind  him  of  it.  A  re- 
minder is  a  good  thing,  but  a  test  is  better.  After 
reading  the  article  I  concluded  to  make  the  test, 
and  see  to  what  extent  it  would  produce  catharsis. 
Having  a  fluid  extract  just  prepared  from  the  recent 
drug,  I  commenced  by  taking  one  tablespoonful  of 
it.  In  one  hour  I  took  another  tablespoonful,  and 
so  on  until  I  had  two  ounces.  I  commenced  at  10 
A.  M.,  and  my  bowels  moved  the  next  morning  as 
usual  after  breakfast.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  I 
commenced  and  took  it  the  second  day  in  the  same 
manner.  My  bowels  moved  the  next  morning  as 
usual  after  breakfast.  Now,  if  the  drug  is  cathar- 
tic why  did  it  not  have  even  a  laxative  effect }  The 
effect  it  did  have  was  as  follows  :  It  raised  my 
pulse  to  98,  and  I  became  sleepy  and  had  consider- 
able pain  in  my  limbs,  felt  constantly  hungry,  but 
still  could  not  eat.  ■  This  lasted  all  day,  and  to- 
wards morning  I  took  milk  porridge  and  relished 
it.  The  second  day  (consecutively)  I  took  it  again 
as  above  stated.  It  produced  the  same  stupor, 
and  started  the  action  of  my  kidneys  to  a  wonder- 
ful extent,  though  the  bowels  moved  as  usual.  It 
also  produced  tremor  of  my  hands  and  arms  with 
a  feeling  that  I  could  not  lift  or  hold  them  up  ;  in 
fact,  as  nux  vomica  affects  me  when  I  take  10  or 
1 5  drops.  If  the  drug  is  cathartic,  the  writer  must 
have  used  some  other  species.  Mine  I  know  to  be 
true  to  name  and  made  from  the  fresh  root,  and 
the  test  was  sufficient  in  the  amount  taken. 

Berberis  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  alteratives 
and  tonics  we  have.  Experience  has  taught  this,  and 
by  it  we  certainly  must  be  guided.  It  increases 
waste  and  repair  rapidly,  stimulating  digestion  and 
assimilation,  and  exciting  absorption.  The  prac- 
titioner, of  course,  would  combine  it  with  other 
drugs  to  meet  the  indications  in  the  case  in  hand. 
In  the  treatment  of  a  case  of  syphilis  a  single  remedy 
might  not  be  all  that  was  necessary.  There  might 
be  constipation,  there  might  be  a  failure  in  the 
digestive  and  assimilative  forces  ;  there  might  be  a 
want  of  absorption  dependent  upon  the  nervous 
enervation.  These,  of  course,  must  be  met  by 
proper  remedies  in  combination  with  the  specific 
drug  if  the  practitioner  expects  to  succeed. 

I  have  recently  treated  another  case  of  salt- 
rheum  with  the  berberis,  and  in  lo  weeks  have 
completely  cured  the  sufferer,  who  says  he  never 
felt  so  well  in  his  life.  The  place  of  berberis  in 
materia  medicals  among  the  alteratives  and  tonics. 

I  have  used  it  in  several  cases  of  phthisis  (pul- 
monary), and  find  it  to  be  an  excellent  tonic  and 
stimulant. 

I  am  testing  three  of  the  hemizonias,  and  by 
next  summer  hope  to  bring  them  to  the  notice  of 
the  profession ;  and  if  introduced  they  will  prove 
as  valuable  as  the  yerba  santa,  berberis  grindelia 
squarrosa,  cascara  and  yerba  reuma  that  I  have 
brought  to  notice,  for  suffice  it  to  say,  they  will 


not  be  introduced  until  after  they  have  been 
thoroughly  tested. — October,  iSyS. 

Fluid  Extract  Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  Wilson  J.  Bean,  M.  D.,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

GENTLEMEN  of  the  medical  profession,  I  do  not 
hesitate  for  a  moment  to  raise  my  voice  in  fa- 
vor of  cascara  sagrado,  for  constipation  of  the 
bowels,  in  every  variety  or  whatsoever  form  that  is 
sure  to  present  itself  to  the  intelligent  physician 
for  treatment.  Through  all  of  my  professional  years 
of  active  practice  and  experience  I  have  been  more 
bothered  and  perplexed  with  constipation  than 
with  all  other  diseases  combined.  With  the  field 
of  medicine  before  me,  and  the  knowledge  to  com- 
pound them  in  their  various  forms,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  accomplish  a  cure,  satisfactory  either 
to  myself  or  to  the  patient ;  and  almost  invariably 
such  cases  are  ladies.  I  will  now  report  one  case 
of  constipation,  which  was  the  worst  I  have  ever 

met    with,    that    of   a  Mr.   W ,    living  at    65 

West  Broadway,  of  this  city,  who  had  passed 
through  the  hands  of  two  very  intelligent  resident 
physicians,  the  last  of  whom  had  pronounced  the 
trouble  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  had  treated 
him  three  weeks  for  the  same.  The  man  declined 
every  hour,  and  in  fact  at  last  failed  to  get  any 
action  whatever  from  the  bowels,  either  from  in- 
jections, or  medicine  by  the  stomach,  and  was  told 
he  would  die  inside  of  twenty-four  hours. 

Sept.  26th.  I  was  called  about  midnight  to 
hasten  to  his  bedside  immediately,  as  his  son,  a 
young  man,  said  his  father  was  dying.  As  I  was 
not  at  home  when  he  arrived  with  the  message, 
I  consequently  did  not  get  there  until  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  the  scene  I  witnessed  on  my 
arrival  I  shall  ever  remember.  The  room  (which 
was  large)  was  filled  with  people  to  witness  the  man 
dying,  as  they  said  ;  but  they  gave  way  to  pass  me 
through  the  throng  at  his  bedside.  I  then  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  make  a  diagnosis  of  his  case. 
With  an  explanation  of  what  my  professional 
brothers  had  said  and  done,  and  seeing  the  medi- 
cine that  was  left,  I  immediately  formed  an  opinion 
as  to  their  course  of  treatment.  Found  my  patient 
in  the  following  condition  :  feet  and  legs  cold  to 
his  knees,  hands  and  arms  to  his  elbows,  ears  cold, 
nostrils  drawn  together,  with  a  cold  perspiration 
on  his  forehead  ;  eyes  sunken  in  their  orbits,  and 
of  a  yellowish  cast,  with  complexion  sallow,  bowels 
severely  constipated,  so  much  so  that  by  placing 
the  hands  over  the  abdominal  walls,  the  secretions 
could  be  readily  observed,  on  pressure,  in  balls  sim- 
ilar to  walnuts;  and  a  fever  sore  (or  sores) 
on  both  limbs,  of  thirty  years'  standing.  Being 
among  the  highest  Masons  in  the  order  in  the 
United  States,  his  condition  called  forth  much 
sympathy  from  a  large  circle  of  friends.  I  immedi- 
ately ordered  bottles  of  hot  water,  enveloped  in 
flannel,  placed  to  his  limbs,  and  brandy  internally 
until  he  revived,  then  I  made  the  following  pre- 
scription : 

R.    Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrado,  3  ij. 

Fl.  ext.  berberis  aquifolium,  3  j. 

Ex.  malt,  3  ij. 

Simple  syrup, 

Water,  aa.  3  j- 

M.  Dessertspoonful  every  four  hours  until  the 
bowels  moved,  and  then  a  teaspoonful  three  times 
daily. 

This,  as  you  will  notice,  was  on  the  26th  Sep- 
tember, at  which  time  he  had  had  no  action  from  the 
bowels  for  eleven  days.  Three  days  were  required 
for  the  above  medicine  to  bring  about  a  good  ac- 
tion of  the  bowels,  making  in  all  fourteen  days 
without  an  action. 
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In  conclusion,  will  say,  after  he  had  taken  the 
first  dose  of  medicine  he  began  to  improve,  and 
continued  so  to  do  until  restored  to  health,  and 
to-day  is  about  his  business  in  usual  good  health, 
and  whenever  he  sees  me  he  always  hails  me  with 
"  God  bless  you,  doctor,  that  medicine  did  the  work 
for  me  like  a  charm."  In  fact,  the  fluid  extract  of 
cascara  sagrado  is  a  boon  to  the  medical  profes- 
sion, and  will  rank  as  one  of  the  most  important  in 
the  physician's  prescriptions.  I  have  others  of 
your  new  remedies,  of  which  I  will  report  when 
time  will  allow  me. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  Dr.  S.  W.  Fowler,  Delaware,  O. 

WE  know  the  profession  has  many  members 
who  are  skeptical  regarding  the  curative  prop- 
erties of  medicines,  and  we  content  ourselves  by 
the  reflection  that  this  class  belongs  entirely  to  those 
who  have  a  limited  knowledge  of  the  science  of 
medicine.  The  fault  often  lies  in  a  lack  of  ability 
to  correctly  diagnose  disease,  and  consequently 
failure  to  apply  the  proper  remedial  agent.  It 
would  be  well  enough  for  those  who  are  skeptical 
regarding  the  curative  properties  of  cascara  sa- 
grado in  constipation  to  first  carefully  study  the 
courses  of  the  affection  they  seek  to  relieve.  It 
seems  useless  to  enumerate  the  many  influences 
acting  to  bring  about  functional  disturbance  of 
the  digestive  organs  which  result  in  constipation. 
A  careful  study  and  investigation  of  the  peculiar 
mode  of  living,  the  various  occupations,  the  vicis- 
situdes of  life,  cause  us  to  cease  to  wonder  at  the 
prevalent  deranged  and  altered  intestinal  secre- 
tions and  torpidity  of  the  liver.  Inactivity  of  the 
intestinal  glands,  the  many  forms  of  nervous  de- 
rangement, the  pernicious  habit  of  neglecting 
the  daily  call  of  nature  to  evacuate  the  bowels, 
and  many  other  causes  might  be  enumerated,  but 
they  readily  occur  to  the  careful  and  inquiring 
practitioner  of  medicine.  A  search  for  the  cause 
of  the  trouble,  its  removal  when  found,  followed 
by  the  administration  of  proper  remedial  agents, 
and  there  need  be  little  trouble  in  bringing  about 
a  normal  alvine  evacuation. 

I  was  induced  to  try  cascara  sagrado  in  a  num- 
ber of  troublesome  cases,  and  promised  to  report 
to  the  New  Preparations  the  result  of  the  trial. 
I  have  now  for  nearly  a  year  used  this  agent  in 
constipation  of  the  bowels  ranging  from  the  most 
mild  to  the  most  chronic  and  obstinate  types  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results.  I  have  yet  to  note 
the  first  case  of  failure  either  in  relieving  or  curing 
the  trouble.  The  requested  report  coming  from 
each  individual  case  warrants  me  in  pronouncing 
cascara  sagrado  a  specific  in  constipation  and  a 
potent  agent  in  functional  inertia  of  the  bowels. 
Its  tonic  effect  on  the  gastro-intestinal  mucous 
membranes  and  its  stimulating  influence  on  the 
branches  of  the  sympathetic  supplying  the  stomach 
and  bowels  are  truly  wonderful. 

I  have  found  the  following  a  most  potent  combi- 
nation : 

E.    Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrado, 
Syr.  simplex,  aa.  1  ij. 
Fl.  ex.  belladonnsB, 
Fl.  ex.  Ignatiae,  aa.  3  j. 

Mix.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  a 
day. 

In  simple  constipation  I  found  that  cascara  sa- 
grado in  twenty  to  forty-drop  doses,  combined  with 
syrup,  three  or  four  times  a  day  and  continued  for 
some  time,  acted  not  only  as  a  relieving  but  as  a 
curative  agent.  When  used  for  a  few  days  and 
then  omitted  for  a  short  time  and  then  begun  again, 
I  found  the  curative  action  was  more  manifest. 


Its  being  so  pleasant  to  take  makes  it  a  favorite 
with  children.  I  could  give  a  large  number  of 
individual  cases  with  history,  symptoms  and  re- 
sult of  treatment,  but  regarding  it  entirely  unne- 
cessary, I  will  content  myself  by  affirming  that  after 
using  it  thoroughly  and  intelligently  all  will  regard 
it  as  almost  if  not  entirely  a  specific  remedy. 
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Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  W.  O.  BucKLAND,  M.  D.,  Oaldand,  Cal. 
Y  attention  was  called  to  this  new  but  efficient 
remedy  for  constipation  some  months  ago  by 
my  friend.  Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy,  of  Oakland,  Cal.  I  have 
used  it  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  habitual 
constipation,  and  with  such  uniform  success  that 
it  seems  to  me  nothing  can  possibly  excel  it. 

Case  I.  A  gentleman,  aged  52  years,  of  seden- 
tary habits,  consulted  me  on  the  19th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  suffering  with  prolapsus  ani  and  hcemor- 
rhoids  of  about  eight  years'  standing.  The  usual 
history  accompanied  the  case,  viz. :  had  been  treated 
by  everybody  and  by  every  school.  Complained, 
in  addition  to  the  local  trouble,  of  a  sense  of  men- 
tal and  bodily  oppression  at  times  almost  unbear- 
able. Had  a  sallow  complexion,  foul  breath,  and 
scanty  urine.  Said  he  dreaded  having  a  stool,  it 
gave  him  so  much  pain,  and  either  a  severe  head- 
ache or  palpitation,  so  that  he  was  unable  to  do 
anything  more  that  day.  Injections  formerly  help- 
ful were  useless  now,  and  he  frequently  went  four 
or  five  days  without  a  stool  at  all.  I  determined 
to  give  cascara  sagrado  a  trial  in  this  severe  case 
and  test  its  virtue  once  more.     I  ordered 

R.    Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrado, 
Ext.  malt, 
Syrup  simplex,  aa.  J  j. 

Mix.     Sig.      3  i.  four  times  a  day. 

Gave  instructions  to  increase  dose  if  necessary  to 
procure  one  stool  every  day.  I  saw  him  five  days 
afterwards.  He  said  the  medicine  for  his  bowels 
acted  hke  a  charm,  and  as  the  treatment  had  re- 
moved most  of  the  pain,  he  felt  quite  encouraged 
to  persevere  with  it.  The  local  trouble  at  this 
writing  has  left  him,  and  he  is  finishing  up  the 
last  bottle  of  cascara,  taking  one  teaspoonful  occa- 
sionally. Bowels  are  now  regular,  and  the  patient 
reports  that  he  feels  as  well  he  ever  did  in  his  life. 
I  fear  I  have  trespassed  too  much  on  your  space 
already,  or  I  could  furnish  you  other  cases  equally 
interesting. — Oct.  12,  1878. 


Cedron. 

By  James  G.  Steele,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

THE  cedron  {shnaba  cedron)  is  a  native  of  tropi- 
cal countries,  and  belongs  to  the  natural  fam- 
ily of  simarubaceae.  It  is  a  small  tree  with  an 
erect  stem,  not  exceeding  six  inches  in  diameter, 
branching  at  the  top  in  an  umbellate  form,  with 
large  glabrous,  pinnate  leaves  and  pale-brown 
flowers,  in  long  branching  racemes.  The  fruit  is  a 
large  solitary  drupe,  containing  a  single  seed.  The 
seed  is  the  part  used  in  medicine,  although  it  is  re- 
ported that  all  parts  of  the  plant  are  impregnated 
with  the  bitter  principle  peculiar  to  the  seeds.  The 
dried  fruit  is  light,  of  a  yellowish  color,  flattish  ovate 
in  form,  with  one  edge  convex  and  the  other  nearly 
straight,  the  convex  outline  terminating  at  each 
end  in  an  obtuse  point,  of  which  that  at  the  apex 
is  prominent.  It  is  about  two  inches  in  length  and 
16  lines  in  its  greatest  breadth.  Within,  the  seed  is 
loose  and  movable. 

The  seed  itself  is  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long, 
10  hnes  broad,  and  half  an  inch  thick.  It  is  con- 
vex on  one  side,  flat  or  slightly  concave  on  the 
other  and  presents  an  oval  scar  near  one  extremity 
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of  the  flat  surface.  It  is  hard  and  compact,  but 
may  be  cut  with  a  knife,  revealing  a  dark  brown 
color  within  and  yielding  a  luster  almost  metallic 
when  cut.  Cedron  seed  is  inodorous,  but  of  an 
intensely  bitter  taste,  not  unlike  that  of  quassia.  A 
French  chemist,  Mr.  Lewry,  obtained  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  seeds  a  crystalline  substance,  in- 
tensely bitter,  soluble  in  boiling  water,  and  neutral 
to  test  paper,  which  he  supposed  to  be  the  active 
principle,  and  which  he  named  "  Cedron!' 

Cedron  is  a  powerful  tonic  and  anti-spasmodic. 
It  has  long  had  a  great  reputation  in  its  native  coun- 
tries as  a  sure  remedy  for  the  bites  of  venomous 
serpents,  and  such  appears  to  be  the  confidence  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  region  in  which  it  flourishes 
that  they  have  no  fears  of  the  poisonous  bites  of 
those  reptiles  if  provided  with  this  antidote. 

In  California  and  the  other  Pacific  states  abound 
five  species  of  the  Crotalus  or  rattle-snake  family, 
the  bite  of  which  is  poisonous.  The  cedron  seed 
is  used  by  hunters  and  trappers,  and  others  famil- 
iar with  its  power,  as  an  antidote  to  the  poison  of 
this  reptile. 

When  unfortunate  enough  to  have  been  bitten 
by  a  rattle-snake,  the  bean  or  seed  is  scraped  or 
shaved  with  a  knife,  and  the  fragments  placed  upon 
the  wound  and  moistened  with  some  spirituous 
liquor,  such  as  brandy,  whisky,  etc.,  and  a  quantity 
of  the  bean  swallowed. 

Many  cases  of  cure  by  this  means  are  known, 
and  where  the  antidotal  effects  of  the  cedron 
are  known,  the  utmost  precautions  are  taken  to 
secure  a  supply  of  the  "  wonderful  bean."  It  seems 
to  act  by  a  remarkable  tonic  power,  itself  being  an 
arterial  excitant  and  thus  overcoming  the  alarming 
sedative  effects  of  the  poison  of  the  rattlesnake. 

Cedron  is  also  highly  esteemed  as  a  remedy  for 
hydrophobia,  and  cases  are  known  where  it  proved 
successful  in  allaying  the  spasms  of  that  frightful 
disease,  after  all  other  remedies  had  failed  of  effect. 

As  it  imparts  its  virtues  to  water  and  alcohol, 
concentrated  preparations  can  be  made  of  it,  which 
can  be  easily  kept  and  transported  as  well  as  ex- 
hibited with  facility  to  those  suffering  from  disease. 
It  is  also  used  with  success  in  the  treatment  of 
intermittent  fever,  spasms  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels  and  various  obstinate  dyspeptic  affections. 

In  1852,  Dr.  J.  B.  Thompson,  of  London,  con- 
trolled a  case  of  gout  by  its  use,  and  Dr.  S.  S.  Pur- 
ple, of  New  York,  has  found  it  promptly  effectual 
in  a  number  of  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  and 
proclaims  that  it  possesses  valuable  antiperiodic 
properties. 

The  dose  of  the  cedron  as  commonly  given  is 
one  to  two  grains  for  a  tonic  or  antiperiodic,  to  be 
repeated  three  or  four  times  in  the  24  hours.  A 
Dr.  Herman,  of  South  America,  states  that  he  has 
employed  the  remedy  in  eight  cases  of  poisoning, 
and  that  his  mode  of  using  it  was  to  administer 
five  or  six  grains  with  a  spoonful  of  brandy,  and 
to  dress  the  bite  with  the  tincture.  On  the  author- 
ity of  Dr.  Purple  above  quoted,  ten  to  thirty  grains 
can  be  given  every  four  hours,  and  in  his  experi- 
ence no  injurious  consequences  were  observed, 
other  than  in  some  few  cases  griping  or  diarrhoea 
were  caused,  which  effects  were  easily  controlled. 
— October  ig,  1878. 


The  Manzanita  of  California. 

Rt  James  G.  Steele,  of  San  Francisco. 

THE  flora  of  California  presents  many  original 
and  striking  features  ;  the  trees,  shrubs,  plants, 
flowers,  and  even  the  mosses,  ferns,  etc.,  while 
bearing  a  general  resemblance  to  corresponding 
orders  and  genera  elsewhere,  are  here  marked  by 


strong  individual   peculiarities ;   and   in   many  in- 
stances the  flora  exhibits  examples  wholly  original. 

Sometimes  these  distinctions  are  so  broadly 
marked  and  obvious  as  to  strike  the  casual  ob- 
server, while  again  they  are  so  slight  and  difficult 
of  detection  as  to  be  found  only  by  careful  scientific 
analysis.  In  some  cases  these  differences  pertain 
to  the  essential  properties  of  the  tree  or  plant, 
while  again  they  relate  to  form,  color  or  other  ex- 
ternal characteristics. 

The  principal  reason  of  this  dissimilarity  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  flora  of  California,  owing  to 
its  isolated  position,  is  purely  indigenous.  Cut  off 
from  all  parts  of  the  world  by  the  great  ocean  that 
borders  in  on  the  west,  and  separated  by  the  lofty 
Sierra  Nevada  and  a  succession  of  arid  deserts 
from  countries  to  the  south  and  east,  it  has  re- 
mained as  when  first  shaped  by  the  hand  of  nature. 

The  new-comer  from  other  lands  and  climes  is 
immediately  struck  with  this  difference,  as  above 
noted.  The  mountains  of  California  are  covered 
with  forests  of  pine,  cedar  and  fir,  exhibiting  a 
great  preponderance  of  conifers  over  dicotyledon- 
ous trees,  these  conifers  being  restricted,  for  the 
most  part,  to  the  seacoast  and  mountain  sides. 

Our  streams  are  bordered  with  various  deciduous 
trees  and  shrubs,  while  in  the  vast  plains  and 
prairie  country  of  the  valleys  the  prevailing  plants 
are  gratninecz,  cotttpositce,  leguminoscs,  with  a 
greater  number  of  liliacecE  than  in  any  part  of  the 
Eastern  States. 

This  proportion  seems  to  hold  good  until  the 
foothills  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  are  reached,  where 
a  greater  variety  of  species  as  well  as  genera  and 
classes  are  met  with.  Here  the  gratninece  dimin- 
ish in  number,  and  the  crucifera  and  composites 
greatly  increase.  Here  also  the  ranu?iculacece  and 
geranice,  with  numerous  variously  colored  and 
brilliant  labiaice  occur;  some  of  the  mountain 
meadows,  by  the  great  variety  of  their  flowering 
plants,  outvying  in  this  respect  the  carefully  culti- 
vated gardens  of  the  East. 

High  land  or  low  land,  on  the  wide  and  fertile 
river  bottoms,  or  in  the  almost  impenetrable 
canons  or  valleys  of  the  mountain  sides,  many  new 
and  strange  shrubs  or  wild  plants  diversify  the 
landscape  and  attract  the  eye.  Some  present  a 
succession  of  brilliant  colored  blossoms,  perfuming 
the  air  in  spring  with  rich,  oppressive  odors,  others 
charming  by  the  deep  green  of  their  perennial  foli- 
age, while  others  later  in  the  season  rejoice  in  a 
multitude  of  lively  colored  berries. 

It  is  only  of  late  years  that  the  outside  world 
have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  in 
favored  California  are  growing  many  strange  and 
hitherto  unknown  medicinal  plants,  an  entirely  new 
materia  medica,  waiting  for  the  industrious  and  in- 
telligent to  gather  and  distribute  to  other  people 
and  other  climes. 

The  Manzanita,  by  the  peculiar  shade  of  green 
of  its  foliage  and  showy  claret-colored  stem,  early 
receives  the  notice  of  the  stranger  and  is  familiar 
to  all  residents  of  the  State.  Experience  has 
proved  it  to  be  a  most  valuable  medicine,  rivaling 
and  excelling  in  its  therapeutic  effects  many  well- 
known  and  costly  foreign  drugs. 

The  following  is  the  botanical  description  of  the 
plant : 

Arctostaphylos.     Manzanita. 

Flowers  like  those  of  arbutus  (but  occasionally 
4-merous  and  8-androus)  except  that  the  5  to  10 
cells  contain  each  a  single  suspended  ovule  and 
the  berry-like  fruit  a  circle  of  5  to  10  separate  or 
separable  bony  seed-like  stones,  or  else  these 
cohere  more  or  less,  sometimes  completely  into  a 
solid,  several  celled,  or  by  abortion  occasionally 
I -celled  stone;   shrubs  or  small  trees,  with  the 
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alternate  leaves  coriaceous  and  persistent  (in  all 
but  an  arctic-alpine  species),  either  entire  or  with  a 
few  irregular  teeth ;  the  white  or  rose-colored 
flowers  in  terminal  often  clustered  racemes. — 
Gray,  Benth.  and  Hook. 

A.  glanca.     Lindl. 

Drupe  smooth  and  glabrous,  with  a  solid  woody 
or  bony  1-5  celled  and  1-5  seeded  stone  in  a  thin 
pulp. — Xylococeus.  Nutt. 

Erect,  8  to  20  feet  in  height,  much  branched 
(from  a  trunk  sometimes  a  foot  in  diameter  at  the 
base)  completely  glabrous,  glaucous ;  leaves  rigid, 
varying  from  oblong  to  round  ovate  and  slightly 
cordate,  verticle  by  a  twist ;  pedicles  slender  and 
minutely  hirsute — glandular  ;  filaments  somewhat 
ciliate  at  base ;  fruit  red,  large ;  the  five-celled 
stone  half  an  inch  in  diameter. 

The  stems  of  the  Manzanita  are  of  a  hard  texture 
and  of  a  dense  claret  color,  radiating  from  a  com- 
mon center  close  to  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
The  foliage  is  of  a  bright  shade  of  green  and 
thickly  clustering  upon  the  branches.  The  average 
height  is  seven  to  ten  feet,  and  the  peculiar  spread- 
ing out  of  its  branches  makes  the  breath  of  the 
bush  nearly  equal  to  its  height. 

The  wood  is  dense,  hard  and  darkened  in  color, 
and  when  properly  seasoned  is  much  sought  after 
for  the  manufacture  of  canes,  umbrella  handles, 
smoking  pipes  and  similar  articles.  In  the  spring 
it  bears  a  pinkish-white  blossom  in  clusters,  which, 
later  on  in  the  season,  are  replaced  by  round  red 
berries  about  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  of  a  pleasant 
acidulous  taste,  being  often  eaten  by  the  aborigines 
as  well  as  the  grizzly  bears,  hence  one  of  the  names 
by  which  it  is  known,  "bear  berry."  The  name, 
Manzanita,  is  derived  from  the  Spanish  word 
manza  (apple)  and  signifies  "little  apple."  The 
leaves  are  the  portion  of  the  plant  used  in  medicine. 
"When  chewed  they  excite  to  a  marked  degree  the 
flow  of  saliva,  and  give  a  peculiar  strongly  astrin- 
gent slightly  bitter  taste,  afterwards  sweetish. 
Water  and  alcohol,  or  preferredly  a  mixture  of 
equal  volumes  of  each,  extracts  its  active  principles. 
The  leaves  and  wood  both  burn  with  a  bright, 
quick  and  clear  flame,  which  gives  forth  an  intense 
heat,  leaving  but  a  slight  amount  of  ash.  No 
analysis  has  been  made  of  the  leaves,  but  they 
evidently  contain  an  astringent  principle  analogous 
to  tannin.  Manzanita  is  astringent  and  tonic  with 
a  specific  direction  to  the  urinary  organs.  It  would 
doubtless  prove  useful  as  an  antilithic,  and  cases 
have  been  reported  of  its  having  been  extremely 
serviceable  in  gravel,  acting,  as  it  was  thought, 
partly  by  direct  action  on  the  kidneys  and  partly 
by  giving  tone  to  the  digestive  system,  thereby  pre- 
venting a  secretion  or  precipitation  of  calculous 
matter. 

Diabetes,  catarrh  of  the  bladder,  incontinence  of 
urine,  gleet,  leucorrhoea  and  menorrhagia  are 
among  the  diseases  which  would  doubtless  be 
considerably  alleviated,  and  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances cured  by  the  judicious  use  of  the  Manza- 
nita. 


Apocynum  Cannabinum. 

By  Dr.  John  A.  Henning,  Redkey,  Ind. 

THIS  very  valuable  remedy  is  very  much  neg- 
lected by  the  profession,  and  especially  since 
it  is  offered  in  the  form  of  reliable  fluid  extracts. 
I  commenced  using  it  twenty  years  ago  in  the 
common  crude  powder,  but  since  its  manufacture 
into  the  more  palatable  and  convenient  form  I  sel- 
dom use  the  powder.  Having  employed  it  so  long 
and  in  a  variety  of  diseases,  and  watching  its 
effects  upon  the  human  organism  very  closely,  I 
can  speak  advisedly  of  its  behavior.     First,  it  will 


produce  nausea  and  vomiting,  followed  by  purging, 
with  prostration,  if  given  in  large  doses.  In  pro- 
per doses  it  is  a  diaphoretic  and  a  diuretic,  with  a 
sedative  action.  Hence  it  is  indicated  in  almost 
every  form  of  dropsy.  It  must  be  given,  however, 
only  after  the  system  has  been  properly  prepared 
for  its  action. 

In  order  to  explain  its  specific  action,  I  will  nar- 
rate an  illustrative  case.  I  was  called  to  see  a  boy 
aged  twelve  years,  who  had  general  anasarca.  He 
had  been  sick  two  months,  and  had  been  treated 
by  two  physicians,  but  without  favorable  result.  I 
found  upon  examination  that  the  dropsy  ex- 
tended to  every  part  of  the  body.  The  bow- 
els were  constipated,  appetite  fair  and  circulation 
tolerably  active.  I  prescribed  one  grain  podophyl- 
lin  and  ten  grains  of  bitartrate  potassa  every  six 
hours  until  there  was  free  catharsis.  Then  I  or- 
dered ten-drop  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  apoc. 
cannabinum  every  two  hours,  with  instructions  to 
increase  the  dose  if  necessary  to  produce  slight 
nausea.     I  also  prescribed  : 

R.    Sul.  quinia,  gs.  xl. 

Muriate  tinct,  iron,  1  j. 
Water,  Jiij. 

Mix.  Dose  a  teaspoon  three  times  a  day  in 
water. 

This  treatment  was  continued  for  about  thirty 
days,  when  the  patient  was  discharged  cured,  and 
is  well  to-day.  I  might  say  that  the  above  cathar- 
tic was  repeated  about  once  a  week.  After  the 
cathartic  is  given,  the  apocynum  acts  as  a  powerful 
diuretic.  Often  the  patient  will  pass  four  to  five 
gallons  of  water  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  I 
could  give  seven  or  eight  similar  cases  from  my 
case  book  with  the  same  uniform  results. — Decetn- 
ber,  1878. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

By  Dr.  C.  M.  Galloway,  of  Xenia,  O. 

DURING  the  past  year  I  have  had  ten  cases  of 
chronic  constipation  under  treatment,  aggra- 
vated by  the  almost  constant  use,  for  years,  of 
compound  cathartic  pills  and  those  so-called  "  Liver 
Pills,"  whose  stereotyped  testimonials  of  "marvel- 
ous cures  "  are  so  freely  displayed  and  advertised 
among  the  masses,  and  occupy  so  prominent  a 
position  on  the  counters  of  the  drug  stores  in  our 
midst.  A  few  of  these  cases  I  desire  to  report  to 
you,  and  the  beneficial  results  derived  from  the  use 
of  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrado. 

Mrs.  M.  for  14  years  has  suffered  from  rupture  of 
perineum  at  birth  of  her  last  child,  falling  of  the 
womb  and  obstinate  constipation,  which  had  in- 
creased in  its  pernicious  results  upon  her  system 
during  the  past  few  years,  until  life  was  rendered 
miserable.  In  July  she  came  under  my  observa- 
tion, and  I  immediately  put  her  on  the  following : 

R.    Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrado,  5  j. 
Syr.  simp.,  water,  aa.  1  jss. 

Sig.     One  teaspoonful  after  meals. 

This  treatment  was  continued  for  six  weeks, 
when  such  favorable  results  appeared  that  the  dose 
of  one  teaspoonful  at  bed  time  was  sufficient,  and 
now  she  reports  herself  as  only  needing  the  remedy 
about  twice  per  week.  Her  digestion  has  wonder- 
fully improved,  and  her  strength  has  returned,  and 
she  says  she  feels  like  another  woman. 

Miss  B.  had  been  under  homoeopathic  treatment 
for  two  years  before  she  came  under  my  care,  in 
August.  For  years  she  had  suffered  from  dysmen- 
orrhoea,  dyspepsia  and  constipation,  and  was  re- 
garded by  her  friends  and  attending  physician  as  in 
a  state  of  rapid  decHne.  I  put  her  on  the  same 
prescription   of   cascara   sagrado   as  above  men- 
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tioned  in  case  of  Mrs.  M.,  and  to-day  she  reports 
herself  well.  She  has  felt  no  symptoms  of  dys- 
pepsia for  more  than  one  month,  and  the  condition 
of  constipation  has  entirely  disappeared,  and  what 
to  my  mind  is  more  gratifying,  the  dysmenorrhcea 
has  yielded  promptly  to  treatment,  due  chiefly  to 
the  general  tonic  effects  of  the  cascara  sagrado. 
She  walks  the  street  with  firm  step  and  the  bloom 
of  health  upon  her  cheeks.  She  is  elated  with  the 
results  of  the  treatment,  and  her  friends  rejoice  in 
having  her  restored  to  them  in  such  perfect  health. 


Button  Bush. 

(Cephalanthus  Occidentalis.) 
By  A.  J.  Roe,  M.  D.,  Taylorville,  111. 

I  DESIRE  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to 
the  therapeutical  properties  of  "  button  bush,"  a 
new  remedy  introduced,  or  rather  an  old  remedy 
lately  brought  to  prominence  to  the  profession  by 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  and  recommended  for  diseases 
of  the  air  passages.     I  have  used  the  remedy  for  a 


number  of  years  in  the  form  of  a  decoction  or  tea, 
and  have  found  it  to  be  a  prompt  and  reliable 
remedy  in  amenorrhoea,  dysmenorrhcea  and  hyper- 
trophy of  the  uterus.  Should  be  pleased  to  hear 
the  report  of  others  who  may  desire  to  test  its 
powers  in  such  cases.  In  amenorrhoea,  as  in  dys- 
menorrhoea,  the  patient  should  commence  its  use 
in  teaspoonful  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  three  times 
a  day  up  to  the  time  the  menses  should  appear. 
Should  there  be  much  pain  it  should  be  given  as  a 
hot  tea  every  hour  until  the  pain  is  relieved.  A 
continuance  of  the  remedy  as  before  for  two  or 
three  months  will  complete  a  permanent  cure  in  all 
cases.  It  will  give  complete  satisfaction  where 
ever)'thing  else  fails,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
nounce it  as  altogether  the  best  remedy  we  have  for 
the  speedy  relief  and  permanent  cure  of  such  cases. 
It  acts  as  a  tonic  and  diuretic.  In  cases  where 
there  is  a  weak  condition  of  the  whole  system  with 
a  disposition  to  bloat,  with  sluggishness  of  the 
venous  circulation,  this  remedy  gives  prompt  rehef, 
equalizes  the  circulation,  removes  the  bloat,  reduces 
hypertrophy  and  accomplishes  a  cure. 


Correspondence. 


Penthorum  Sedoides. 

I  have  used  your  penthorum  sedoides  in  a  very 
bad  case  of  bronchial  ulceration,  with  excellent 
success.     Very  truly  yours, 

L.  B.  BRAINARD,  M.  D. 

Waupaca,  Wis.,  Dec.  19,  1878. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa. 

I  have  used  grindelia  squarrosa  in  neuralgia  of 
stomach  and  congestion  of  spleen,  both  caused  by 
chronic  malaria,  and  find  it  to  eclipse  all  other  reme- 
dies in  those  difficulties.     Respectfully, 

D.  D.  F.  BROWN,  M.  D. 

Willi AMSTON,  Mich.,  Dec.  28,  1878. 


Oxytoxic. 

Sir — The  word  oxytoxic,  on  page  99,  October 
number,  is  a  very  dangerous  violation  of  etymo- 
logical propriety ;  the  word  should  be  oxytoketic, 
or  nothing.     What  say  you  ?     Respectfully, 

Dr.  JOHN  SPARE. 

New  Bedford,  Mass. 

[Oxytoxic,  or,  rather,  oxytocic,  has  the  sanction 
of  the  authorities,  and  if  it  is  wrong,  we  should  be 
pleased  to  be  informed. — Ed.] 


Yerba  Reuma  and  Berberis  Aquifoliura. 

About  three  months  ago  I  commenced  experi- 
menting with  the  new  fluid  extracts,  Yerba  Reuma 
and  Berberis  Aquifolium,  in  catarrh ;  also  latter 
remedy  in  eczema  ;  have  found  them  to  meet  every 
indication  of  the  disease,  and  all  that  is  claimed  for 
their  action.  Am  now  using  Cascara  Sagrado,  but 
cannot  report  as  to  its  good  effects,  but  have  all 
confidence  that  it  will  meet  all  expectations  ;  shall 
be  glad  to  report  further  in  treatment  of  diseases, 
as  I  have  a  number  of  the  "  New  Remedies,"  and 
already  feel  that  I  would  not  be  willing  to  practice 
without  them. 

J.  H.  TILFORD,  M.D. 

Windom,  Minn.,  Dec.  20,  1878. 


Shepherd's  Purse. 

In  New  Preparations  I  find  inquiries  for  our 
experience  in   the   use  of  capsella  bursa  pastoris 


(shepherd's  purse).  It  will  be  found  one  of  the 
best  articles  known  for  the  removal  of  "  kidney 
sand,"  oedema  of  lower  extremities,  reddish  deposit 
of  urine,  in  suppression  or  retention  of  urine, 
especially  in  children  ;  severe  scalding,  especially 
in  women,  following  menstrual  period  ;  in  irrita- 
tion of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  with  sense  of 
weight  and  fullness  ;  in  general  dropsy,  following 
scarlet  fever,  it  brings  prompt  relief.  Have  used  it 
in  all  of  the  above  conditions  with  marked  relief 
and  success.  My  usual  prescription  was  : 
B.  F.  capsella  bursa  pastoris,  1  j. 
Glycerine,  Ij.' 

Mix.     Sig.     Twenty  drops  three  times  a  day. 

Let  us  hear  from  others. 

A.  F.  ELLIOT,  M.  D. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Dec.  10,  1878. 


Cascara  Sagrado. 

Since  my  last  letter  I  have  made  use  of  Cascara 
Sagrado  in  habitual  constipation  of  delicate  per- 
sons ;  prescribed  berberis  aquifolium  in  two  cases 
of  obstinate  salt  rheum  and  other  disgusting  skin 
diseases  in  adults  and  children ;  also  prescribed 
urtica  dioica  as  a  diuretic,  yerba  santa  and  grin- 
delia robusta  in  some  cases  of  asthma  in  the  old 
and  middle-aged ;  the  former  remedy  in  a  good 
many  laryngeal  and  bronchial  affections,  and  I  may 
say  all  of  them  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 
Mr.  Editor,  I  wish  you  that  grand  result  you  so 
greatly  deserve  in  your  noble  enterprise,  and  hope 
that  in  due  time  every  thoughtful  physician  in  the 
United  States  will  become  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  your  new  preparations,  give  them  a  fair 
trial  and  be  pleased  with  the  desired  effects  result- 
ing from  their  administration  in  various  most  im- 
portant and  tedious  diseases,  in  which  most  of  the 
known  officinal  means  so  often  desert  us. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

HENRY  NICHELL,  M.  D. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec,  i,  1878. 


New  Preparations. 

I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  well  pleased  with  the 
journal.  New  Preparations.  I  am  and  have 
been  using  in  my  practice  a  number  of  new 
preparations,  viz. :  fluid  extracts  yerba  santa,  grin- 
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delia  robusta,  berberis  aquifolium,  eucalyptus, 
cereus  bonplandii,  cascara  sagrado,  and  damiana.  I 
have  been  more  than  pleased  with  the  above  reme- 
dies. I  instruct  my  druggist  to  specify  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'s  preparations.  I  have  made  constant 
use  of  sulph.  cinchonidia.  The  past  summer  and 
fall  we  have  had  a  vast  amount  of  malarial  fever, 
intermittent  of  every  type — many  cases  very  obsti- 
nate. In  every  case,  which  has  been  near  five  hun- 
dred, I  have  used  the  sulph.  cinchonidia,  and  it 
has  not  failed  me.  I  have  not  made  any  use  of 
quinine.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  shall  again,  I 
like  the  cinchonidia  so  much  better.  It  does  not 
affect  the  nervous  system  as  does  quinine.  Yours, 
etc. 

J.  L.  SCOTT,  M.  D. 
White  Rock,  Kansas,  Nov.  13,  1878. 

Capsella  Bursa  Pastoris  (Shepherd's  Purse). 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  Dr.  W.  C.  Griffith,  of 
New  Castle,  Dixon  county.  Neb.,  in  correspondence 
on  page  84,  New  Preparations  for  October,  I 
would  say  that  at  the  time  when  I  was  an  appren- 
tice of  pharmacy  in  Prussia  (1836  to  1840),  the 
herb  of  Capsella  Bursa  Pastoris  {^Shepherd's 
Purse')  was  still  semi-officinal.  It  was  mostly 
bought  as  a  family  medicine,  and  now  and  then 
one  of  the  older  physicians  would  prescribe  an  in- 
fusion of  it  in  combination  with  cochlearia  officinalis. 
The  active  principle  of  the  bursa  is  a  volatile  oil, 
which  to  some  extent  dissolves  in  hot  water,  and  is 
an  antiscorbutic.  It  is  nearly,  if  not  wholly,  iden- 
tical with  the  oil  of  cochlearia  officinalis,  c.  armora- 
cea,  the  lepidiums,  nasturtiums,  brassica,  raphanus, 
sinapis,  and  most  all  the  rest  of  the  plants  of  the 
Linnaean  class  tetradynamia  (nat.  syst.,  cruciferae). 
The  bursa  is  in  later  years  omitted  in  the  pharma- 
copoeia Germanica,  as  there  may  be  found  almost 
anywhere  and  easy  of  excess  a  great  many  plants 
containing  more  of  the  volatile  oil  mentioned  than 
the  bursa. 

JOHN  THOMPSON, 

Apothecary. 

CUSTAR,  O.,  Oct.  31,  1878. 


Damiana. — Yerba  Santa. — Grindelia  Robusta. 

A  gentleman  aged  60  years  had  an  extremely 
severe  attack  of  orchitis  from  traumatic  origin  af- 
fecting the  left  testicle,  and  causing  great  disten- 
sion of  the  scrotum.  When  the  inflammation  sub- 
sided the  right  testicle  underwent  softening  from 
pressure,  and  rapidly  atrophied,  being  reduced  to 
the  size  of  a  small  hazelnut.  The  gentleman  ap- 
plied to  me  in  this  condition  and  I  put  him  him  on 
fluid  extract  of  damiana,  one-half  drachm  doses, 
but  subsequently  increased  to  one  drachm.  In  two 
weeks  he  reported  marked  improvement,  and  in 
two  weeks  more  the  atrophied  testicle  was  restored 
nearly  to  its  former  size  and  consistence.  He  has 
since  entirely  recovered. 

The  yerba  santa  I  have  been  trying  in  a  number 
of  cases  with  favorable  results  in  all.  It  is  an 
efficient  expectorant  without  nauseating  proper- 
ties, and  has  proved  especially  useful  in  one  case 
of  phthisis. 

So  far  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  test  the  grindelia 
robusta,  it  has  yielded  excellent  results,  greatly 
benefiting  a  most  severe  and  obstinate  case  of  asth- 
ma which  had  defied  all  the  usual  and  many  un- 
usual remedies.  It  was  in  this  instance  especially 
efficient  in  preventing  the  recurrence  of  the  parox- 
ysms when  administered  continuously  for  several 
weeks. 

BOARDMAN  REED,  M.  D. 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 


Journal. 

Your  esteemed  favor  reached  me  in  due  season, 
and  in  reply  would  say  that  I  consider  it  only  my 
duty  to  record  my  testimony  in  your  journal  and 
thereby  attract  the  attention  as  far  as  possible  of  the 
profession  by  giving  publicity  to  facts  touching  the 
therapeutic  action  of  any  new  drugs  (introduced 
as  yours  have  been)  as  soon  as  ascertained  by  indi- 
vidual experience,  and  I  certainly  do  think  that 
your  journal  deserves  not  only  our  patronage,  but 
our  especial  esteem,  in  furnishing  us  with  new 
drugs  in  a  reliable  form,  and  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned you  may  depend  on  hearing  from  me  just 
as  fast  as  my  experience  reveals  any  facts  touching 
the  therapeusis  of  any  of  your  new  preparations, 
as  such  testimony  would  be  strictly  orthodox  and 
entirely  out  of  the  realm  of  empiricism.  Facts 
are  not  as  easily  changed  as  opinions. 

I  was  talking  with  a  neighboring  practitioner 
last  Sunday  night,  Dr.  Baldwin,  of  Concord,  in 
this  county ;  his  experience  with  berberis  aquifolium, 
grindelia  robusta,  cascara  sagrado  and  jaborandi 
has  been  more  extensive  and  quite  as  satisfactory 
as  my  own.  He  stated  that  he  had  cured  a  case 
of  Bright's  disease  with  jaborandi.  I  asked  him 
if  he  was  sure  his  diagnosis  was  correct,  and  if  he 
had  made  such  analysis  of  the  urine  as  would  in- 
sure him  against  error,  and  his  answer  was  that  he 
had,  and  that  after  having  had  good  counsel  and 
giving  up  all  hopes  he  thought  of  and  gave  jabor- 
andi, with  results  beyond  any  reasonable  expecta- 
tions. I  told  him  to  report  the  case  and  to  be  sure 
and  give  the  analysis,  etc.,  and  he  said  he  would. 

I  will  be  pleased  to  have  you  send  me  two  eight 
ounce  bottles  of  cascara  sagrado,  preparing  each 
bottle  thus : 

R.    Fl.  ex.  cascara  sagrado,  f.  Jij. 
Ext.  malt,  f.  5vj. 

M.  This  is  the  formula  by  which  you  prepared 
the  last  for  me,  and  which  my  wife  has  taken  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results,  and  strange  to  say 
that  the  dose  is  now  reduced  to  one  teaspoonful  at 
bed  time.  Usually  the  reverse  is  the  case,  and  larger 
doses  needed,  but  in  her  case  with  cascara  she  has 
to  take  less.  I  never  gave  her  in  my  life  any  med- 
icine that  did  her  so  much  good.  Please  address 
to  W.  A.  S.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

Baldwin,  Jackson  county,  Mich.,  Dec.  5,  1878. 


Cascara  Sagrado— Fluid  Extract  Jaborandi. 

Inclosed  find  one  dollar  for  your  valuable  jour- 
nal for  1879.  Could  not  do  without  it;  it  is  of 
rare  value  to  the  medical  profession.  In  the  past 
twelve  months  I  have  used  and  tested  thoroughly 
a  number  of  the  new  remedies,  and  cases  that  I 
have  heretofore  dreaded  are  now  to  me  a  pleasure 
to  prescribe  for. 

Case  I  St.  Mr.  R.  C.  N.,  aged  about  50,  has 
been  troubled  with  habitual  constipation  of  the 
bowels  for  twenty  years.  Injections,  cathartics,  and 
everything  else  of  no  avail ;  in  all  these  long  twenty 
years  he  has  not  had  a  natural  evacuation  of  the 
bowels.     He  consulted  me,  I  gave  him 

R.    Cascara  .sagrado,  1  ij. 
Ext.  malt,   5ij. 

And  ordered  him  to  take  one  teaspoonful  four 
times  daily  until  his  bowels  acted  freely  and  then 
lessen  the  number  of  doses,  and  also  to  take  less 
per  dose.  He  used  that,  got  a  second  bottle,  and 
October  20th  I  gave  him  a  third  bottle,  and  he 
uses  but  one-half  teaspoonful  every  third  or  fourth 
day,  with  from  one  to  three  evacuations  each  day. 
Case  2d.  Mrs.  S.  M.  C,  middle-aged,  has  been 
troubled  with  habitual  constipation  for  years,  and 
had  given  up  of  ever  getting  anything  to  help  her 
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until  I  prescribed  the  cascara  sagrado  to  her,  and 
she  has  used  but  one  two-ounce  bottle  and  com- 
menced on  the  second,  and  expressed  herself  per- 
fectly delighted  with  the  medicine,  and  also  ex- 
pressed herself  as  being  cured.  The  last  bottle 
she  got  was  merely  to  keep  in  the  house  in  case  of 
necessity. 

I  will  add  that  I  could  give  many  more  cases 
with  the  same  good  results,  but  suffice  these  two 
cases  for  the  present.  Cascara  is  also  an  efficient 
remedy  in  hemorrhoids  ;  I  could  give  a  number  of 
cases  cured  by  its  use. 

Fluid  extract  of  jaborandi  is  not  only  an  excellent 


thing  in  troubles  of  the  kidneys,  but  it  is  also  very 
useful  in  fevers,  especially  in  continued  and  typhoid. 
I  have  had  the  best  results  from  it,  and  have  tried 
it  in  three  hundred  cases  or  more,  and  would  re- 
commend the  use  to  my  medical  brethren.  I  have 
also  used  fluid  extract  yerba  santa,  grindelia  ro- 
busta,  evening  primrose,  five-flowered  gentian  and 
several  others  with  the  same  happy  results  ;  would 
not  like  to  do  without  them.  I  can  treat  cases 
more  successfully  and  with  better  satisfaction  to 
my  patients  than  I  could  before  I  commenced  the 
use  of  them.  WM.  M.  BEAVER,  M.  D. 

St.  Charles,  Iowa,  Nov.  5th,  1878. 
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Editorial. 


Greeting. 

HE  readers  of  New  Preparations  have 
learned  ere  this  that  a  change  has  been 
made  in  its  editorial  management,  as  well 
as  in  the  frequency  of  its  issue.  By  request 
of  the  publisher,  the  undersigned  assumes  its 
editorship.  Heretofore  a  quarterly,  it  will  hereafter 
be  a  monthly,  and  will  make  its  appearance  on  the 
1 5th  of  each  month,  and  will  contain  twenty-six 
pages  of  reading  matter,  in  addition  to  its  adver- 
tising columns. 

Editorially  we  shall  not  hold  ourselves  respon- 
sible for  the  opinions  and  statements  of  our  con- 
tributors. Our  policy  will  be  broad,  and  any  one 
who  has  facts  to  offer,  or  who  has  become  satis- 
fied that  the  information  he  would  impart  is  from 
his  own  personal  experience,  can  be  heard  in  our 
columns,  provided  always  that  we  shall  reserve  to 
ourselves  the  judgment  of  their  fitness.  We  de- 
sire our  correspondents  to  present  their  articles  in 
as  concise  and  brief  a  manner  as  is  consistent  with 
clearness,  as  our  space  will  not  admit  of  long  dis- 
cussion on  theory  alone. 

It  is  our  purpose  to  give  an  unbiased  opinion  on 
all  books  sent  us  for  review,  and,  we  trust,  one  that 
will  prove  of  value  to  our  readers  before  purchasing. 
In  brief,  it  is  our  purpose  to  make  New  Prepar- 
ations, in  all  its  parts,  a  model  journal  in  the 
field  it  occupies.  Wm.  Brodie. 


Dialyzed  Iron. 

A  WRITER  in  New  Remedies  proves  by  a 
series  of  elaborate  experiments,  that  dialyzed 
iron  will  not,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  com- 
bine in  the  stomach  with  arsenious  acid  to  form 
insoluble  compounds.  He  terminates  the  article 
with  the  warning  to  physicians  not  to  depend  on 
"  the  use  of  dialyzed  iron  as  an  antidote  in  poison- 
ing by  arsenic,  because  the  resulting  combination 
parts  with  its  arsenic  in  the  presence  of  acids  much 
more  readily  than  the  ordinary  antidotum  arsenici." 


Cinchonia. 

CINCHONIA  is  now  being  brought  forward  as 
a  substitute  for  quinia  and  cinchonidia  by 
reason  of  its  comparative  cheapness  and  nearly 
equivalent  antiperiodic  properties.  Indeed,  it  is 
still  a  question  whether  it  is  inferior  to  either  in 
this  respect,  having  in  the  hands  of  many  physi- 
cians been  entirely  satisfactory  in  this  respect. 
We  strongly  recommend  our  readers  to  make  a 
note  of  this  matter,  in  the  interests  of  economy. 


The  principal  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  use, 
arises  from  the  disposition  of  the  powder  to  form 
into  small  lumps  or  tufts,  preventing  its  mixing 
readily  with  liquids. 

This  may  be  overcome  in  various  ways.  Per- 
haps one  of  the  best,  by  which  a  powder  for  use 
at  almost  any  time  can  be  prepared,  is  by  mixing 
twelve  (12)  parts  of  the  powder  with  sixty  (60)  of 
sugar  and  milk,  and  adding  (i)  part  only  of  bicar- 
bonate of  soda.  This  will  readily  mix  with  milk 
or  cream  and  form  a  tasteless  compound,  desirable 
to  use  in  very  many  cases.  This  should  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  glass  of  water,  and  after  an  interval 
of  half  an  hour,  by  acidulous  drinks. 


Recent   Attacks  on   "New  Remedies." 

JEALOUSY  may  be  a  trait  in  even  a  good 
man's  character,  but  envy  and  the  vituperation 
which  is  born  of  it,  are  never  excusable.  We  are, 
therefore,  never  surprised  to  see  rivals  keen  in  com- 
petition, and  each  jealous  of  his  own  reputation 
for  those  qualities  which  go  to  make  up  the  suc- 
cessful man  of  business,  but  on  no  principle  re- 
cognized among  honorable  men,  can  the  tricks 
which  are  sometimes  resorted  to  be  condoned. 
These  remarks  are  prompted  by  recent  conduct  on 
the  part  of  certain  manufacturing  chemists,  which 
conduct  it  is  our  purpose  to  lay  bare. 

It  is  now  pretty  generally  known  to  the  profes- 
sion that  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  have, 
within  the  past  few  years  been  active  in  the  intro- 
duction of  certain  new  remedies,  many  of  which 
are  now,  after  having  been  subjected  to  the  crucial 
test  of  experience,  recognized  as  valuable  additions 
to  the  materia  medica.  Notably  among  these  are 
cascara  sagrado,  yerba  reuma,  yerba  santa,  berberis 
aquifolium  and  the  grindelias.  After  the  true  value 
of  these  had  been  established,  Messrs.  P.,  D. 
&  Co.,  by  a  piece  of  perfectly  legitimate  business 
enterprise,  effected  the  purchase  of  the  entire  sea- 
son's crop  of  several  of  them.  The  celebrity  which 
they  had  achieved,  and  the  demand  for  them, 
naturally  led  other  pharmacists  to  seek  to  lay  in  a 
stock  of  them,  but  finding  that  they  had  been  fore- 
stalled, several  of  them  have  sought  to  cast  a  sus- 
picion on  the  merit  of  the  drugs  themselves,  while 
others  have  placed  in  the  market  articles  which, 
on  their  own  confession,  are  not  what  they  repre- 
sent them  to  be. 

A  certain  Dr.  W.  P.  Gibbons,  of  California, 
lately  presented  a  paper  before  the  Alameda  County 
Medical  Society,  which  was  published  in  \hz  Pacific 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and  afterwards 
copied  into  one  or  two  eastern  journals.  Dr.  Bundy, 
of  Oakland,  California,  as  is  well  known,  is  the  in- 
troducer of  a  number  of  the  new  preparations  to 
which  we  refer.  He  is  a  successful  practitioner  of 
that  city,  and  his  success  has  evidently  stirred  up 
within  his  neighbor.  Dr.  Gibbons,  some  of  those 
feelings  which  are,  unfortunately  for  the  fair  name 
of  the  profession,  too  common  among  its  members. 
The  burden  of  Dr.  Gibbons's  paper  is  an  assault  on 
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Dr.  Bundy,  and  when  it  is  divested  of  its  personali- 
ties, there  is  really  nothing  left  but  praise  of  the 
remedies  which  Dr.  Bundy  introduced,  and  which 
the  writer  started  out  ostensibly  to  condemn. 

The  Michigan- Medical  News,  in  an  article  on 
the  subject,  has  so  effectually  shown  up  the  weak- 
ness and  inconsistency  of  the  paper,  that  we  cannot 
do  better  than  to  quote  from  it : 

"  We  have  given  it  a  very  careful  reading,  and 
know  not  what  surprises  us  most,  the  learned  gen- 
tleman's position  or  the  reasoning  through  which 
he  seeks  to  sustain  it.  The  position  is,  to  say  the 
least,  peculiar,  and  the  logic  of  his  reasoning  is 
also  peculiar,  to  use  a  mild  term.  The  paper  starts 
out  with  a  promise  to  prove  that  certain  commen- 
datory remarks  in  the  Philadelphia  Druggist  and 
Chemist  on  yerba  santa,  berberis  aquifolium,  cas- 
cara  sagrado,  yerba  reuma  and  grindelia  robusta, 
'  reflect  no  credit  either  on  the  honesty  or  intelli- 
gence of  the  author  of  them,'  and  yet,  from  its 
alpha  to  its  omega,  it  abounds  in  praise,  by  no 
means  faint,  of  the  drugs  named.  Of  yerba  santa 
it  says :  '  The  drug  is  known  as  being  among  the 
oldest  used  in  domestic  medicine  by  the  Spanish 
population  of  California.  It  has  always  been  con- 
sidered by  them  of  great  value  in  pulmonary  dis- 
eases and  affections  of  the  throat.  They  regard  it 
as  a  specific  in  rheumatism,  and  it  also  possesses 
slight  diuretic  properties.  The  writer  has  used  it 
in  practice  for  the  past  eighteen  years,  but  he  does 
not  consider  that  its  therapeutic  value  is  accurately 
established.  Dr.  Saxe,  of  Santa  Clara,  has  also 
used  it  in  many  cases,  with  good  results.'  Some 
of  our  readers  may  have  an  opinion  of  their  own 
regarding  a  physician  who  uses  a  remedy  for 
eighteen  years  without  finding  out  its  therapeutic 
value.  Of  berberis  it  says  :  '  It  is  mentioned  by 
Brunsfelsius,  in  1530,  and  Matthiolus,  in  1548, 
under  the  name  of  crespinus,  and  by  other  old 
botanists.  Its  medical  virtues  are  co-existent  with 
its  name.'  Of  cascara  sagrado,  to  which  he  gives 
the  botanical  name  of  rhamnus  purshiana  :  '  The 
ancient  pharmacopoeias  regarded  it  as  an  active 
cathartic,  and,  as  such,  it  has  held  its  reputation 
to  the  present  time.'  Of  the  therapeutic  properties 
of  yerba  reuma  and  grindelia  squarrosa  Dr.  Gib- 
bons has  nothing  to  say,  although  he  attaches  to 
yerba  reuma  its  botanical  name. 

We  have  failed  to  discover  in  these  views  con- 
cerning them  anything  reflecting  on  the  '  honesty 
or  intelligence  '  of  any  one  who  might  recommend 
them.  But  logic  is  logic,  and  failing  to  find  any- 
thing objectionable  in  the  remedies  themselves.  Dr. 
Gibbons  opens  his  batteries  on  Dr.  Bundy,  the  in- 
troducer of  them.  He  proclaims  the  fact  that  Dr. 
Bundy  is  not  a  'regular.'  We  must  confess  that 
we  fail  to  perceive  what  Dr.  B.'s  '  regularity'  or  his 
lack  of  it  has  to  do  with  the  therapeutic  properties 
of  the  drugs. 

Some  of  the  articles  at  least,  and  we  think  all  of 
them,  which  Dr.  Gibbons  affects  to  condemn,  and 
which  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  com- 
mends him  for  condemning,  are  quoted  in  the  price 
lists  of  a  number  of  the  most  reputable  houses  in 
the  country — houses  whose  advertisements  even 
the  immaculate  Reporter  admits  to  its  pages.  But 
perhaps  this  paragon  journal,  like  one  or  two 
others  of  lofty  pretensions,  permits  "  irregularities  " 
in  its  advertisements  against  which  it  holds  up  its 
editorial  hands  in  horror.  Such  consistency  is  a 
remarkably  rare  jewel. 

Some  of  the  drugs  have  been  given  to  the  pro- 
fession in  their  popular  names,  and  Dr.  Gibbons  is 
displeased  at  this.  He  prefers  the  unctuous  Latin 
to  the  vernacular.  Well,  perhaps  it  would  have 
been  more  secundem  artem  to  have  appended  the 


high-sounding  botanic  title,  if  it  had  been  only  for 
euphony,  but,  after  all,  what's  in  a  name  ?  Cas- 
cara Sagrado  will  open  a  man's  bowels  under  that 
name  just  as  effectively  as  when  it  is  written 
Rhamnus  Purshiana  D.  C. 

We  will  not  imitate  the  example  set  us  by  our 
contemporary,  the  Reporter,  and  question  Dr.  Gib- 
bons's  honesty  of  purpose  in  his  diatribe  against 
Dr.  Bundy  and  his  new  remedies,  but  we  cannot 
resist  the  temptation  to  remark  that  the  paper 
would  have  been  received  with  more  respect  on  this 
side  of  the  Sierras,  where  the  inside  workings  of 
certain  things  are  better  known  than  in  California, 
had  the  name  of  "  Mr.  C.  G.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati, 
who  is  connected  with  a  wholesale  drug  store  in 
that  city,"  been  less  conspicuous  therein.  Dr. 
Gibbons's  ingenuousness  is  very  commendable,  but 
it  reveals  the  fact  that  he  has,  unwittingly  no 
doubt,  been  made  the  cat's  paw  of  a  designing 
monkey,  who  did  not  himself  dare  to  reach  for  the 
nuts.  We  would  suggest  to  the  honest-minded 
Gibbons  that,  before  he  again  arraigns  "the  new 
remedies  of  California,"  because  of  Dr.  Bundy's 
"  irregularity,"  he  had  better  inquire  into  the  "  reg- 
ularity" of  the  "wholesale  drugstore  in  Cincin- 
nati," for  which  he  has  been  doing  yeoman's  service. 

Dr.  Gibbons's  animus  is  too  transparent  for  con- 
cealment. We  know  nothing  personally  of  Dr. 
Bundy's  method  of  practice,  but  we  do  know  that 
he  is  a  keen  observer  and  a  gentleman  possessed 
of  an  amount  of  that  strong,  every-day,  common 
sense  of  which  Dr.  Gibbons,  nothwithstanding  his 
boasted  regularity  and  learning  (which  he  gives  no 
evidence  of),  displays  a  lamentable  deficiency. 
While  we  commend  a  proper  course  of  medical 
training,  and  are  as  great  a  stickler  as  any  for 
"regularity,"  we  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  possible  for  sotJie  good  to  come  through 
channels  which  are  not  strictly  "  regular."  It  is  the 
boast  of  our  profession  that  we  are  the  only  true 
"eclectics,"  that  being  bound  down  by  no  creed 
nor  fettered  by  any  dogma,  it  is  our  privilege  to 
draw  from  any  source. 

Notwithstanding  the  inherent  weakness,  not  to 
say  absurdity,  of  Dr.  Gibbons's  paper,  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  drowning  men  catch  at  straws,  a  certain 
"wholesale  drug  store,  of  Cincinnati,"  has  been 
making  use  of  it  ostensibly  to  bring  the  remedies 
into  disrepute,  but  in  fact  to  excuse  that  lack  of 
enterprise  on  its  part  to  which  the  insignificance  of 
its  position  among  the  manufacturing  pharmacists 
of  this  country  is  attributable.  Dr.  Gibbons 
acknowledges  that  he  was  led  to  the  production  of 
his  paper  by  "  Mr.  C.  G.  Lloyd,  who  is  connected 
with  the  wholesale  drug  store  "  alluded  to.  We 
have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Gibbons, 
but  are  surprised  to  find  any  man  making  the  pre- 
tensions he  does  to  respectability,  "  regularity  "  and 
scholastic  attainments  allowing  himself  to  be  used 
as  a  tool  by  such  questionable  hands. 

The  great  point,  however,  made  against  Messrs, 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  is  the  fact  that  in  presenting 
their  new  remedies  they  omitted  to  attach  to 
their  common  names  their  botanic  titles.  The 
names  under  which  they  have  been  given  to  the 
profession  are  those  by  which  they  were  known  to 
the  above  firm,  and  we  are  assured  that  their 
botanical  names  were   published  as   soon  as   ob- 


i6 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


[January,  1879 


tained.  The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter 
approvingly  makes  extracts  from  Dr.  Gibbons's 
paper,  and  is  stimulated  thereby  to  an  unwonted 
attack  of  ethics.  It  may  be  well,  not  on  account 
of  any  importance  which  attaches  to  it,  but  simply 
because  the  question  has  been  raised,  to  state  why 
the  vulgar  and  not  the  botanical  names  have  been 
employed.  Dr.  Bundy,  while  a  very  competent 
practitioner,  is  but  an  amateur  botanist,  and  even 
had  he  been  a  professional  botanist  he  would  have 
experienced  no  little  difficulty  in  fixing  the  proper 
botanic  place  of  a  plant,  only  the  dried  bark  of  which 
was  presented  to  him.  (We  advise  an  impartial 
reading  of  Dr.  Bundy's  article  in  this  issue.)  The 
importance,  moreover,  of  the  botanic  title  to  the 
practical  physician  never  suggested  itself  to  him 
with  sufficient  force  to  cause  him  to  make  the  sacri- 
fice of  time  and  money  which  a  visit  to  the  habitat 
of  the  plant  would  have  necessitated,  and  which 
would  have  been  necessary  to  enable  him  to  secure 
the  proper  data  for  the  settlement  of  the  question, 
He  knew,  as  we  all  know,  that  many  of  our  valuable 
drugs  are  better  known  under  their  vulgar  than 
under  their  botanic  titles.  As  soon,  however,  as  the 
cavilers  raised  their  objections  he  took  the  pains  to 
settle  the  point,  and  the  botanic  titles  are  now  given. 
It  does  seem  strange  that  a  journal  of  the  Medical 
and  Surgical  Reporter's  standing  should  deal  in 
such  puerile  objections.  We  are  pleased,  however, 
to  notice  its  sudden  spasm  of  ethics. 

[Note. — We  will  mail  a  copy  of  Dr.  Gibbons' 
article  to  any  physician  who  will  send  us  his 
address  and  inclose  a  stamp.] 


The  Ethical  Combat. 

FIRST  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  next  the  Philadelphia  Medical  atid 
Surgical  Reporter,  and  finally  Tilden's  Journal 
of  Materia  Medica.  When  the  learned  and  critical 
Gibbons  and  the  ethical  Brinton  join  forces  with 
the  designing  Lloyd  and  the  pure  minded  Tilden, 
we  advise  Dr.  Bundy  to  retire  from  the  contest. 

We  congratulate  our  esteemed  brethren  in  San 
Francisco  and  Philadelphia  at  the  unexpected  sup- 
port and  association  they  find  in  the  Merrills  and 
the  Tilden.  Indeed  it  is  a  touching  spectacle  to 
see  the  venerable  and  immaculate  exponent  of  the 
virtues  of  "  Bromo  Chloralum,"  "  lodo-bromide 
Calcium  Comp.,"  "  Firwien  "  and  "  Diphtherine," 
white  plumed  and  cased  in  the  armor  of  pro- 
fessional chastity,  tottering  into  this  ethical  arena, 
while  defiantly  blowing  his  challenge  blast  in  de- 
fense of  Dr.  Gibbons. 

Let  us  pray  that  the  antagonists  will  deal  gently 
with  the  ancient  champion,  and  not  feel  too  closely 
for  the  vulnerable  points  in  his  armor. 

It  is  not  often  that  we  apologize  to  our  readers 
for  clipping  from  the  columns  of  the  Journal  of 
Materia  Medica — but  in  this  instance  we  trust 
they  will  pardon  us  for  the  insertion  of  the  follow- 
ing extracts,  which  are  too  rich  to  be  hidden  from 
our  readers.     (The  italics  are  our  own.) 

I  have  this  day  mailed  you  the  Pacific  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal  for  October,  which  doubtless 


you  have  seen ;  it  contains  an  important  article  on 
the  Materia  Medica  of  California,  by  Dr.  Gibbons, 
Chairman  of  the  Section  on  Materia  Medica  of 
the  State  Society,  and  it  is  but  due  to  the  medical 
profession  of  the  United  States,  that  it  be  published 
in  all  the  journals;  perhaps  I  am  asking  too  much 
of  one,  who,  while  conducting  one  of  the  7nost  in- 
teresting journals  published  in  this  country,  you 
are  likewise  connected  with  the  oldest  manufactory 
of  medicinal  preparations,  and  perhaps  interested 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  articles  referred  to ;  but 
I  have  regarded  you,  from  the  tone  of  your  publi- 
cations, cautious  and  conservative,  and  have  ob- 
served in  the  journal  very  little  concerning  them. 
It  would  appear  that  one  Dr.  Bundy  has  filled  the 
pages  of  the  advertising  publication  of  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.,  of  Detroit,  called  New  Preparations,  full 
of  exaggerated  accounts  of  California's  New  Rem- 
edies, and  Dr.  Gibbons  has  fully  exposed  the  wrong 
of  imposing  worthless  California  plants  upon  the 
Eastern  profession,  as  rare  medicinal  plants.  We 
all  know  that  our  fields  and  mountains,  yes,  every 
district  abounds  with  plants  of  medicinal  value,  all 
having  a  domestic  reputation  of  long  standing,  but 
of  no  decidedly  marked  characteristics,  such  as  make 
it  desirable  for  a  druggist  or  physician  to  incumber 
their  shelves  with  them.  *  *  * — Letter  from 
some  one  whose  name  is  omitted  in  the  original. 
Editorial  Remarks. — It  is  true,  we  have  been 
conservative  in  regard  to  inducing  the  use  of  articles 
we  had  not  become  fully  convinced  were  valuable 
to  the  profession.  When  Cascara  Sagrado  was 
announced  by  this  house  and  Dr.  Bundy,  we  ex- 
amined thoroughly  our  extensive  collection  of  bo- 
tanical works  and  authorities,  and  were  unable  to 
find  any  trace  of  it  or  anything  that  would  justify 
us  in  placing  it  upon  our  list,  although  constantly 
importuned  to  do  so,  nor  could  we  upon  corre- 
sponding, find  any  one  who  had  ever  seen  it.  We 
thought  it,  like  Condurago,  a  speculation,  and  de- 
clined to  put  it  upon  our  list.  Finally  we  received 
a  consignment  of  what  purported  to  be  Cascara 
Sagrado,  and  put  it  upon  omx  secondary  list.  When 
this  list  was  shown  one  of  the  agents  of  the  house 
of  P.  D.  &  Co.,  he  ridiculed  the  idea  that  any  other 
house  or  party  had  any  of  the  article,  or  could  ob- 
tain it ;  this  had  been  announced  among  the  trade, 
and  we  learned,  had  given  rise  to  the  suspicion 
that  Cascara  was  a  preparation  or  compound  of 
various  active  cathartics,  jtcstified perhaps  by  the 
secrecy  that  had  surrounded  its  monopoly.  An 
examination  of  the  consignment  we  had  received, 
revealed  a  similarity  to  the  bark  of  the  Rhamnus 
Catharticus.  *  *  *  Tilden's  Journal  of  Mate- 
ria Medica. 


Coto  Bark. 

COTO  bark  is  now  receiving  considerable  at- 
tention in  our  European  exchanges,  as  a 
remedy  in  affections  of  the  bowels,  and  seems 
likely  to  become  as  popular  in  this  country  as 
jaborandi,  cascara  sagrado  or  grindelia  robusta. 
We  note,  however,  that  the  German  medical  jour- 
nals|  state  that  they  do  not  know  the  botanical 
name  of  this  drug  (as  did  Dr.  Bundy  with  refer- 
ence'' to  cascara  sagrado),  and  we  are  breathlessly 
awaiting  the  strictures  of  the  hypercritical  Gibbons 
on  the  imposition  to  be  inferred. 

By  the  way,  we  cannot  but  notice  the  interest 
taken  by  our  foreign  brothers  of  high  professional 
rank  in  the  testing  of  new  remedies. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  same  sources  for  the  first 
thorough  investigation  with  regard  to  eucalyptus 
globulus,  guarana,  jaborandi,  and  many  other 
drugs  now  considered  indispensable  to  our  materia 
medica.  Why  will  not  our  American  investigators 
follow  this  exemplary  teaching? 


January,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


17 


Book  Reviews. 

Epidemics,    Including    Treatment   of    Scarlet 

Fever.     By  John  A.  Lar7'abee,  M.  D.,  president. 

This  is  a  paper  read  before  the  Kentucky  State 

.  Medical  Society,  held  at  Hopkinsville,  1876.     From 

the  author. 

The  Medical  Advance.  This  is  a  quarterly  of 
24  pages,  and  edited  by  C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D. 
Of  its  21  articles  11  are  illustrated,  and  its  editor 
claims  for  it  priority  in  this  new  style  of  journalism. 
The  first  number  is  a  credit  to  the  editor,  engraver 
and  printer,  and  should  be  a  success  for  50  cents 
per  annum. 

Michigan  Medical  News,  No.  i  of  vol.  ii  of 
this  lively  semi-monthly  is  on  our  table,  dressed  in 
a  new  suit,  and  a  clean,  handsome  frontispiece. 
It  is  the  first  medical  periodical  that  has  paid  its 
way  the  first  year  of  its  issue  in  this  State,  and 
what  is  more,  it  is  even  remunerative — 12  double 
pages  for  one  dollar,  besides  25  pages  of  adver- 
tisements gratis.  Dr.  Mulheron,  its  editor  and 
publisher,  is  to  be  congratulated  for  giving  to  the 
profession  so  much  information  for  such  a  small 
sum  of  money. 

A  History  of  the  Diagnosis,  Pathology  and 
Treatment  of  Yellow  Fever.  By  J.  B.  Marvi?i, 
M.  D.,  late  resident  physician  to  the  Yellow  Fever 
Hospital,  Louisville,  Ky.  Reprinted  from  the 
American  Practitioner,  1878. 

The  doctor  considers  yellow  fever  as  a  continued 
fever  marked  by  slight  remissions,  "and  is  depend- 
ent upon  a  specific  blood  poison,  as  yet  not  dem- 
onstrated by  the  microscope."  He  does  not  enter 
upon  the  causes  and  prevention  of  the  disease, 
and  treats  only  of  the  symptoms,  diagnosis,  path- 
ological anatomy,  treatment  and  general  remarks. 

The  Medical  Press  and  Circular.  (Established 
1838;  London,  England.)  It  is  with  pleasure  we 
welcome  this  old  and  valuable  journal  on  the  list 
of  our  exchanges.  Its  number  for  20th  November 
starts  off  with  a  "  Course  of  Clinical  Lectures  "  by 
Prof.  Charcot,  on  the  "  Pathological  Anatomy  of 
the  Lungs,"  and  whoever  has  read  his  lectures  on 
Nervous  System  cannot  well  fail  to  read  those  on 
the  "Pathological  Anatomy  of  the  Lungs."  Its 
editorial  columns  discuss  "  The  Alcohol  Ques- 
tion," "  Dental  Registration  and  Dental  Diplomas  " 
and  "  Wharton  Jones  on  Blood  Letting."  Fur- 
nished to  subscribers  of  New  Preparations  for 
$8.00  per  annum,  New  Preparations  included. 

How  to  Take  Care  of  Our  Eyes  ;  With  advice  to 
parents  and  teachers  in  regard  to  the  management 
of  the  eyes  of  children.  By  Henry  C.  Angell,  M. 
D.,  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  in  Boston  Univer- 
sity, etc.,  etc. ;  3d  edition. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  little  book  of  seventy 
pages,  and  is  written  in  the  interest  of  the  non- 
professional reader.  It  is  a  plain  statement  of  the 
causes  of  the  derangement  of  vision  from  child- 
hood to  adult  age,  with  sufficient  illustrations  to 
make  it  understood ;  one  of  its  finest  features  is  the 
advice  given  when  vision  becomes  feeble,  from 
whatever  cause,  "  to  consult  at  once  a  good  ocu- 
list." It  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all  those  who 
are  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  our  youth.  For 
sale  by  Roberts  Brothers,  publishers,  Boston,  Mass. 

First  Biennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees and  Officers  of  the  Kansas  State  Insane 
Asylum,  at  Ossawattomie,  and  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  Topeka  Insane  Asylum.  To 
the  Governor  of  Kansas,  from  the  Superintendent, 
A.  H.  Knapp,  Esq. 


The  report  covers  one  year  and  seven  months 
since  the  law  of  its  organization  was  changed. 
The  whole  number  of  patients  received  was  360, 
59  have  been  discharged  restored,  27  improved,  17 
improving,  3  eloped,  i  was  not  insane,  and  30  have 
died ;  present  number,  230.  The  report  shows 
that  Kansas,  in  the  management  and  care  of  her 
insane,  is  following  closely  the  institutions  of  the 
eastern  States,  and  we  can  safely  recommend  the 
similar  institutions  of  Michigan  as  models  to  copy 
after. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  West  Virginia,  1878.— This  Society  held 
its  nth  annual  meeting  in  Weston,  May  22d-23d, 
and,  from  the  minutes,  had  a  pleasant  and  profita- 
ble meeting.  The  report  of  the  treasurer.  Dr.  J. 
C.  Hupp,  shows  that  the  Society  is  in  a  healthy 
condition. 

The  annual  address  was  given  by  the  president. 
Dr.  J.  W.  McSherry,  and  was  devoted  chiefly  to 
the  subject  of  State  Medicine.  Dr.  M.  S.  Hall,  of 
the  Committee  of  State  Medicine  and  Public 
Hygiene,  read  an  able  report,  in  which  he  urged 
that  the  State  should  at  once  organize  a  Board  of 
Health.  Dr.  Boyd  reported  on  Extra-Uterine 
Pregnancy ;  Dr.  Kunst,  on  Puerperal  Insanity ; 
Dressing  of  Wounds,  by  Dr.  Sharp ;  a  partial 
report  upon  the  Medical  Botany  of  Hardy  county, 
by  Dr.  Gamble  ;  Surgical  Cases,  by  Dr.  Frissell ; 
Diagnostic  Importance  of  Symptoms,  by  Dr.  J.  C. 
Hupp  ;  Psychological  Medicine  in  the  19th  Century 
—especially  as  to  insanity  in  West  Virginia — by  Dr. 
Camden  ;  which,  with  the  report  on  Necrology,  by 
Dr.  Cummins,  makes  a  pamphlet  of  122  pages. 
We  cannot  but  congratulate  our  new  sister  in  the 
progress  she  is  making,  as  shown  by  her  records. 

Narrowing,  Occlusion  and  Dilatation  of  Lymph 
Channels  —  Acquired  Forms.  —  By  Sanniel  C. 
Busey,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Georgetown,  etc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

This  essay  is  a  reprint   from    the  pages  of  th 
New  Orleans  Medical  Journal,  and  refers  only  to 
the  acquired  forms  of  the  disease. 

Chapter  i  treats  of  the  Anatomy  and  Histology 
of  the  Lymphatic  System. 

Chapter  2.  Of  the  Anomalies  and  Lesions  of 
the  Thoracic  Duct  ;  Rupture  of  the  Lacteals  and 
Receptaculum  Chyli ;  Chylous  Effusions  into  the 
Serous  Cavities  ;  Movement  of  the  Lymph  and 
Chyle,  and  forces  concerned  in  their  Locomotion 
and  Pathological  Considerations. 

The  reader  will  learn  from  the  contents  of  its 
two  chapters  the  nature  of  the  essay ;  our  space, 
however,  will  only  permit  us  to  say  that  it  is  a  valu- 
able acquisition  to  the  literature  of  the  subject, 
and  worthy  of  the  efforts  of  its  talented  author, 
and  to  be  understood  should  be  studied  from  be- 
ginning to  the  end. 

"  Congenital  Occlusion  and  Dilatation  of  Lymph 
Channels,"  by  the  same  author,  can  be  had  of  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  New  York  city. 

Index  Medicus. — This  is  the  title  of  a  monthly 
classijied  record  of  the  current  medical  litera- 
ture of  the  world,  and  will  be  compiled  under  the 
supervision  of  Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  Surgeon  U. 
S.  A.,  and  Robert  Fletcher,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  England, 
and  published  by  F.  Leypoldt,  No.  37  Park  Row, 
New  York.    Terms,  $3  per  year,  payable  in  advance. 

"  This  journal  will  record  the  titles  of  all  nev\ 
publications  in  medicine  and  surgery  and  the  col- 
lateral branches  received  during  the  preceding 
month.  These  will  be  classified  under  subject 
headings,  and  will  be  followed  by  the  titles  of 
valuable  original  articles  upon  the    same   subject 
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found  during  the  like  period  in  medical  journals 
and  transactions  of  medical  societies. 

"  The  periodicals  thus  indexed  will  comprise  all 
current  medical  journals  and  transactions  of  value, 
so  far  as  they  can  be  obtained.  At  the  close  of 
each  yearly  volume  a  double  index  of  authors  and 
subjects  will  be  added,  forming  a  complete  bibli- 
ography of  medicine  for  the  preceding  year." 

The  first  number  of  the  Index  will  appear  on 
January  i,  1879. 

In  addition  we  can  say  that  no  one  in  the  medi- 
cal profession  can  excel  Dr.  Billings  as  editor  of 
such  a  journal — at  the  present  in  charge  of  the 
National  Medical  Library,  at  Washington,  and  as 
soon  as  Congress  grants  an  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  is  ready  to  print  his  great  Nalzoftal  Cata- 
logue of  Medical  Literature.  We  welcome  the 
"  Index  "  to  our  list  of  exchanges,  and  bespeak  for 
it  a  fruitful  patronage. 

Nathan  J.  Aiken  vs.  State  Board  of  Health  of 
Illinois. — We  have  received  from  Dr.  J.  P.  Ranch, 
President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Illinois, 
a  copy  of  the  decision  rendered  by  Hon.  E.  S. 
Williams,  at  the  October  term  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Cook  county,  1878. 

Nathan  "J.  Aiken  vs.  State  Board  of  Health — 
In  Chancery. — It  seems  the  complainant  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Cincinnati  College  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  in  1865,  and  that  the  State  Board  of 
Health  had  issued  to  him  a  certificate  to  practice 
Medicine  and  Surgery  in  the  State  of  lUinois.  It 
also  seems  that  the  complainant  had  caused  sundry 
advertisements  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers, 
which,  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  he  was  notified  by  the  president  thereof, 
that  such  pubhcations  were  unprofessional  and 
dishonorable,  and,  if  not  discontinued,  his  license 
would  be  revoked  ;  and  hence  his  prayer  to  the 
court  that  an  injunction  be  issued  restraining  such 
action  upon  the  part  of  the  State  Board  of  Health — 
the  complainant  insisting  that  such  advertising  was 
neither  dishonorable  nor  unprofessional. 

Judge  Williams  denied  the  prayer  for  an  injunc- 
tion. 

The  complainant  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Circuit  Court  to  the  Appellate  Court  of  Illinois, 
October  term,  for  the  First  District,  and  we  learn 
the  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  was  sustained, 
indorsing  the  doctrine  held  by  all  the  members  of 
the  regular  profession,  "  that  advertising  in  the 
public  papers  is  unprofessional  and  dishonorable." 
We  refer  to  this  matter  in  the  hope  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Michigan,  at  its  next  session,  will  protect 
her  citizens  from  the  dangers  resulting  from  such 
advertising,  by  adopting  such  or  similar  laws  as 
our  sister  State  of  Illinois. 


Pamphlets. 


Steam   Appliances   for  Medical    Purposes.     By 

Dr.  J.  De  Beers,  25  Bromfield  street,  Boston. 

Sixth  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Physio- 
Medical  College  of  Indiana,  Session  of  1878-79, 

Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Officers  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Asylum  at  Walnut  Hill, 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Local  Treatment  of  Eczema.  By  Henry  G. 
Piffard,  M.  D.  Reprint  from  the  Medical  Record 
October  26th,  1878. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Free  Dis- 
pensary for  Skin  Diseases,  No.  920  Walnut 
street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Report  on  Malpractice.  A  paper  read  before 
the  Maine  Medical  Association.  By  Eugetie  F. 
Sanger,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  of  Bangor. 

Galvano-Faradic  Manufacturing  Company's 
Manual  of  Medical  Electricity  and  Illustrated 
Catalogue.     Office,  288  Fourth  avenue,  New  York. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the  Medical  Publica- 
tions of  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  Jones  street, 
New  York.  Books  sent  by  mail  and  express  on 
receipt  of  price. 

Economy  and  Necessity  of  a  State  Board  of 
Health.  Address  delivered  before  the  Indiana 
State  Medical  Society  by  the  President,  L.  D. 
Waterman,  M.  D. 

New  Remedies  for  1879,  With  the  January  No. 
commenced  vol.  viii  of  this  valuable  and  enterpris- 
ing journal.  It  occupies  a  field  in  the  department 
of  materia  medica,  pharmacy  and  therapeutics  not 
before  cultivated,  and  is  as  profitable  to  the  physi- 
cian as  to  the  chemist.  F.  A.  Castle,  M.  D.,  editor ; 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  pubhshers,  27  Great  Jones  St., 
N.  Y. 

Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical  Authors. 

We  have  received  a  circular  with  the  above  an- 
nouncement, in  which  the  pubhsher  proposes  to 
issue  12  vols,  of  medical  works  for  $12,  by  the 
most  distinguished  modern  and  standard  authors, 
in  monthly  numbers,  of  from  200  to  300  pages  and 
upwards,  handsomely  bound.  This  library  will  be 
sold  by  subscription  only,  at  $12  a  year,  invariably 
in  advance,  as  numbers  will  not  be  sold  separately. 
We  can  assure  our  readers  that  what  Mr.  Wood 
&  Co.  promise  will  be  performed,  and  a  valuable 
collection  of  books  received  for  almost  nothing. 
It  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  young  M.  D.'s. 
and  they  should  not  neglect  it. 


Clippings. 


The  Very  Latest  on  Jaborandi. — Jaborandi 
is  to  be  classed  as  an  emetic.  While  it  may  exert 
a  sialogogue  and  sudorific  action  without  emesis, 
just  so  may  ipecac.  They  cause  dilatation  of  and 
retardation  of  flow  through  the  surface  capillaries 
by  paralysis  of  the  sympathetic  fibers  distributed 
to  them.  Hence  we  have  copious  sweating  and 
secretions  from  mucous  surfaces. — Amer.  Jour. 
Med.  Sciences. 


Combination  of  Cinchona  Alkaloids  with 
Morphia. — P.  G.  Skillern  says  that  by  a  combina- 
tion of  cinchona  alkaloids  with  opium  a  much 
better  effect  is  obtained  in  the  treatment  of  inter- 
mittent fever  :  the  effect  is  more  decided  ;  half  the 
amount  of  quinia   or   cinchonia  is  required ;    pre- 


vents disagreeable  cerebral  symptoms  ;  enables  the 
stomach  more  readily  to  retain  quinia,  and  larger 
and  more  continuous  doses  of  these  preparations 
may  be  used  without  causing  cinchonism.  About 
ten  grains  of  quinia  with  a  third  of  a  grain  of  mor- 
phia is  the  dose  mentioned. — Med.  Times. 

The  Use  of  Bael. — Dr  R.  P.  Ritchie  writes  of 
it,  to  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette :  "  My  ex- 
perience of  it  has  been  very  considerable.  Having 
observed  the  good  results  following  its  administra- 
tion in  the  adult,  it  occurred  to  me,  when  I  joined 
the  staff  of  the  Edinburgh  Sick  Children's  Hospi- 
tal, in  1863,  that  it  would  be  a  good  remedy  in  the 
catarrhal  diarrhoeas  of  children.  In  the  chronic 
form  of  this  affection  I  found  it  valuable,  and   in 
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those  cases  which  assumed  the  dysenteric  charac- 
ter especially  so.  I  give  it  sometimes  alone,  and  in 
others  in  combination  with  sulphuric  acid.  In 
cases  in  which  much  irritability  of  the  mucous 
membrane  or  prolapsus  of  the  bowel  is  present, 
the  addition  of  bismuth  at  the  same  time  is  advis- 
able.— Maryland  Med.  Jotirnal. 


A  New  Remedy. — The  Tong  Pang  Chong  is 
the  name  of  a  plant  used  by  the  natives  of  the 
Malay  Peninsula  for  the  treatment  of  certain  dis- 
eases of  the  skin.  Dr.  Murray  communicates  the 
results  of  some  experiments  with  it  to  the  British 
Medical  yonrttal.  He  finds  it  remarkably  effica- 
cious in  ringworm  and  certain  allied  diseases.  He 
regards  it  as  superior  to  goa  powder.  A  fluid  ex- 
tract from  the  root  of  the  plant  was  used,  the 
method  being  to  paint  the  affected  parts  with  it  by 
means  of  a  brush  at  night  before  going  to  bed.  A 
crystalline  substance  enters  into  its  composition 
which  the  writer  surmises  is  chrysophanic  acid,  to 
which,  therefore,  its  good  effects  may  be  due. — 
Archives  of  Dermatology. 

Tayuja  in  the  Treatment  of  Scrofulo- 
SIS. — This  remedy,  so  highly  lauded  in  the  treat- 
ment of  syphilis,  has  also  been  employed  (by  Al- 
pagonovello)  in  cases  of  scrofula.  In  several  cases 
of  hypertrophied  and  suppurating  glands,  the  tinc- 
ture was  given  in  doses  of  2-10  drops  thrice  daily, 
while  at  the  same  time  a  mixture  of  the  tincture 
with  water — 4-200  parts — was  applied  locally.  In 
the  majority  of  these  cases,  cure  of  the  wounds 
and  improvement  of  the  general  condition  took 
place  within  a  few  weeks. 

This  agent  possesses  another  advantage  over 
cod-liver  oil,  so  much  used  in  these  affections,  in 
that  it  has  no  unpleasant  odor,  nor  is  the  taste 
disagreeable. — Allg.  Med.  Central-Zeitung,  No. 
88,  1878. 


The  Solubility  of  Pills  in  the  Alimen- 
tary Canal. — But  the  most  interesting  point  to 
the  practitioner  is  this,  that  the  pill  which  in  water 
never  fails  to  immediately  break  up  was  the  very  one 
that,  in  the  case  quoted,  remained  in  the  alimentary 
canal  tv/o  and  three  days  unchanged.  Such  acci- 
dents are  often  construed  as  indicating  an  unusually 
hard  or  tenacious  or  ancient  pill  mass.  I  think,  how- 
ever, they  are  quite  as  often  due  to  the  condition  of 
the  alimentary  canal  itself.  A  therapeutic  maxim, 
formerly  much  more  observed  than  at  present,  was 
to  preface  the  administration  of  quinine  by  a  cathar- 
tic, particularly  if  there  was  much  disturbance  of 
the  digestive  tract.  The  value  of  this  maxim  I 
practically  learned  very  soon  after  I  commenced 
the  practice  of  medicine,  and  I  presume  it  is  a  com- 
mon experience  to  find  that  the  desired  effects  of 
quinine  are  sometimes  obtained  after  a  cathartic 
when  they  had  been  sought  in  vain  before  its  ad- 
ministration. The  case  that  has  served  as  a  text 
for  these  remarks  would  seem  to  suggest  that  often 
in  the  "  bilious  "  remittents  and  kindred  disorders 
the  remedy  may  be  absolutely  unabsorbed,  no  mat- 
ter how  freely  administered  by  the  stomach.  If 
the  urgency  of  the  case  does  not  permit  of  the 
delay  necessary  to  the  prefatory  treatment,  the 
hypodermic  method  would  seem  to  be  the  natural 
indication. — Leroy  M.  Yale,  M.  D.,  in  New 
Remedies. 

Balsam  of  Gurjun  in  Gonorrhcea. — Bal- 
sam of  gurjun,  or  wood-oil,  is  an  abundant  product 
of  some  of  the  resinous  trees  of  India,  resembling 
copaiba  in  appearance,  and  said  by  some  to  exceed 
it  in  its  specific  effects.     M.  Vidal  was  the  first  to 


experiment  with  it  in  France,  and  he  looks  upon  it 
as  being  possessed  of  such  remarkable  properties, 
that  it  will  rapidly  come  into  general  favor.  In  In- 
dia it  has  been  used  with  success  in  the  treatment 
of  leprosy,  and,  in  one  case  of  this  disease  under 
fhe  care  of  M.  Vidal,  good  results  have  followed  its 
administration.  It  is  in  the  treatment  of  gonor- 
rhoea, however,  that  the  most  brilliant  results  have 
been  obtained,  the  time  of  treatment  varying  in 
seventeen  cases  from  ten  to  twenty  days,  it  being 
shorter  in  those  cases  in  which  it  was  begun  after 
the  inflammatory  stage  had  passed.  M.  Vidal  uses 
the  following  formula : 
R.    Wood-oil, 

Syrup,  aa.  4  grammes. 

Inf.  anise  seed,  40  grammes. 

This  draught  was  administered  twice  a  day  at  the 
beginning  of  meals.  It  is  seldom  necessary  to  exceed 
this  dose,  which  is  well  tolerated,  and  of  which 
the  only  effect  on  the  intestinal  tract  is  the  produc- 
tion of  one  or  two  stools  within  two  hours  after  the 
meal ;  the  maximum  dose  was  eight  grammes.  At 
first  a  certain  amount  of  nausea  is  produced,  but 
it  passes  off  very  rapidly.  A  quarter  of  a  glass  of 
wine  administered  after  the  potion  renders  it  better 
tolerated.  One  of  the  advantages  of  the  medicine 
is  that  there  need  be  no  change  in  the  diet  ;  wine 
was  given  during  the  whole  treatment  without  pro- 
ducing any  ill  effects.  Employed  with  the  same 
care  as  copaiba,  gurjun  presents  marked  advan- 
tages. Its  action  is  more  rapid  and  certain,  for  it 
has  frequently  succeeded  where  copaiba  has  failed  ; 
it  gives  rise  to  no  erythema  ;  it  gives  no  unpleasant 
odor  to  the  breath  or  urine,  which  is  one  of  the 
inconveniences  of  copaiba ;  locally,  it  succeeded 
well  in  vaginitis  and  balanitis  ;  lastly,  it  costs  less 
than  copaiba. —  Journal  de  MSdecine  et  de  Chiriir- 
gie,  December,  i8yy. 


Ammonio-Sulphate  of  Copper  in  Epi  lepti- 
form  Facial  Neuralgia. — Frere,  of  the  Lari- 
boisiere,  has  found  this,  in  doses  of  0.07  twice  a 
day,  succeed  well  when  other  means  had  failed. 
In  one  case  o.io  was  given  at  one  dose. — Richmond 
and  Louisville  Medical  'Journal. 


Damiana  (Turnera  Aphrodisiaca). — Dr. 
Summerlin,  of  Sunhill,  Ga.,  states  that,  having  seen 
this  drug  recommended  for  its  aphrodisiac  virtues, 
he  determined  to  give  it  a  trial  in  the  case  of  a 
patient,  aged  twenty-seven,  who  applied  to  him  for 
treatment.  The  patient  stated  that  a  few  years 
previously  his  right  testicle  became  inflamed,  com- 
pelling him  to  remain  at  home  for  several  days. 
After  the  swelling  left,  the  testis  became  atrophied 
and  tender  to  the  touch.  He  had  previously  prac- 
ticed Onanism.  The  sexual  desire  had  nearly  left 
him.  On  examination  the  left  testis  was  found  to 
be  soft  and  very  small,  the  other  normal.  He  was 
placed  upon  the  usual  treatment — nourishing  food, 
nux  vomica,  iron,  and  cantharides  ;  but  he  did  not 
appear  to  improve.  He  was  then  ordered  to  take 
one  drachm  of  fluid  extract  of  damiana  three  times 
a  day.  In  a  short  time  the  testis  began  to  enlarge 
and  lose  its  sensitiveness.  In  the  course  of  a  month 
it  had  regained  its  normal  size,  and  its  functional 
activity  was  restored. —  Virginia  Medical  Monthly 
—  The  Practitioner. 


Grindelia  Robusta. — This  drug  is  a  good 
sedative  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  air  pas- 
sages. In  chronic  bronchitis  and  the  cough  of 
phthisis  I  have  had  most  excellent  results  from  its 
use  ;  acting  as  a  cure  in  chronic  bronchitis  ;  reliev- 
ing the  pain  of  and  the  frequent  desire  of  coughing 
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in  phthisis.  I  have  not  yet  used  it  in  asthma,  but 
have  known  of  its  affording  relief  in  one  or  two 
instances. — E.  L.  Baker,  M.  D.,  in  American 
Medical  Bi-  Weekly. 

A  New  Stimulant. — The  British  Medical 
Journal  gives  a  long  account  of  a  new  stimulant, 
which  has  lately  been  described  by  the  papers  of 
Australia.  It  is  called  pitcherine  by  the  natives, 
and  is  used  by  them  as  we  use  tobacco,  both  for 
smoking  and  chewing.  Its  effect  is  that  of  a  pleas- 
ant exhilaration  ;  when  long  continued,  intense  and 
continuous  excitement  follows.  It  is  used,  when 
on  long  foot-journeys,  to  invigorate  and  keep  up 
the  strength  or  excite  them  to  courage  in  battle ; 
large  doses  are  said  to  infuriate  all  the  passions. 
Some  of  the  natives  make  a  plaster  of  the  plant 
and  place  it  back  of  the  ears,  believing  they  are 
influenced  by  it. — Am.  Bi-  Weekly. 


Cereus  Bonplandii. — Some  one  of  your  very 
numerous  correspondents  has  called  attention  to 
the  use  of  the  above  species  of  cactus  in  all  de- 
ranged conditions  of  the  heart,  whether  from  ac- 
tual organic  disease  or  from  functional  disturb- 
ances. I  write  to  say  that  I  have  been  using  the 
medicine  for  some  fifteen  to  eighteen  months,  and 
am  of  decided  opinion  that  it  is  a  medicine  of 
much  value.  In  July,  1877,  I  was  called  to  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  to  see  an  old  gentleman  who  had  evidently 
a  long  standing  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  with 
hypertrophy.  The  case  promised  very  little,  and 
the  attending  physician  falling  back  upon  the  ad- 
vice given  by  Dr.  A.  Clark,  of  New  York,  some 
years  before,  was  "  doing  almost  nothing  in  the 
way  of  medication,"  but  was  really  waiting  for  the 
patient  to  die.  I  found  him  in  a  nervous,  agitated 
condition,  greatly  exhausted,  with  extreme  dyspnoea, 
and  with  more  or  less  congestion  of  the  lungs.  I 
advised  counter  irritants,  alcoholic  stimulants, 
nourishment,  and  phosphorus  with  nux  vomica. 
The  result  was  as  I  hoped,  a  great  improvement 
within  forty-eight  hours.  Soon  after  we  put  him 
on  the  tincture  of  the  cereus  bonplandii,  and  he  is 
now  and  has  been  for  months  in  a  very  comfort- 
able condition,  able  to  walk  with  more  ease  and 
to  greater  distances  than  for  years  previously, 
I  have  used  the  medicine  in  a  number  of  other 
cases,  generally  with  marked  benefit. — N.  L.  North, 
M.  D.,  in  Medical  Brief. 

Berberis  Aquifolium. — In  the  July  number  of 
The  Circular  I  saw  an  article  on  the  above-named 
drug.  I  believe  that  I  have  had  as  much  experi- 
ence in  its  use  as  any  one,  and  am  satisfied  from 
the  article  that  the  gentleman  who  wrote  it  is  not 
conversant  with  the  drug  under  consideration.  In 
saying  so,  however,  I  mean  botanically.  If  his  de- 
scription is  a  correct  one  of  Berberis  aquifolium, 
then  Prof.  Asa  Gray  and  Prof.  Alphonso  Wood, 
with  myself,  are  altogether  mistaken  in  Berberis 
aquifoliu?7i  as  a  species  of  the  natural  order  Ber- 
beridacecB,  and  belonging  to  that  genus  (Berberis). 
Now  this  order  on  this  coast  has  three  genera — 
Berberis,  Vancoveria  and  Achlys.  As  a  genus 
the  Berberis  is  composed  of  four  species,  as  fol- 
lows :  B.  repens,  B.  aquifolium,  B.  pinnata,  and 
B.  nervosa.  As  described  by  A.  Orfilia  the  Ber- 
beris aquifolium  has  leaflets  from  I  to  6  pairs.  I 
introduced  this  drug  two  years  ago  as  an  altera- 
tive and  tonic,  especially  as  an  alterative  in  syphiHs. 
The  botanical  description  of  the  Berberis  aquifo- 
lium which  /  introduced  (and  which  was  named  by 
Profs.  Gray  and  Wood  to  satisfy  myself  that  I  was 
using  that  species)  is  as  follows :  It  is  a  shrub, 
and  in  this  locality  grows  from  2  to  6  feet   high. 


Leaflets  in  pairs  from  7  to  11,  and  not  from  i  to  6 ; 
the  lower  pair  distant  from  the  stem,  ovate  to  ob- 
long-lanceolate, i^  to  4  inches  long,  acuminate, 
evergreen,  shining  above,  sinuately  dentate, 
numerous  spinous  teeth;  racemes  lyi  to  2  inches 
long,  clustered  chiefly  in  the  subtenninal  axils ; 
fruit  globose.  Berberis  repens  as  follows  :  Pro- 
cumbent shrub,  less  than  a  foot  high,  leaflets  from 
3  to  7,  ovate,  acute,  not  acuminate,  i  to  2^  inches 
long,  not  shining  above ;  racemes  few,  terminal  i 
to  2j^  inches  long.  Berberis  pinnata  :  Leaves 
much  crowded  and  nearly  sessile,  the  lower  pair  of 
leaflets  being  approximate  to  the  petiole ;  leaflets 
usually  5  to  7  racemes,  more  frequently  lateral  upon 
the  branches  ;  fruit  oblong-ovoid.  Berberis  ner- 
vosa :  Stem  simple,  but  a  few  inches  high  ;  peti- 
oles and  peduncles  springing  from  the  apex,  ac- 
companied by  dry  glumaceous,  rigidly  accuminate 
bracts  ;  leaves  i  to  2  feet  long ;  leaflets  from  1 1  to 
16,  ovate  accuminate  ;  racemes  elongated  ;  pedicles 
short ;  fruit  larger  than  all  the  other  species.  All  of 
the  species  but  the  last  are  pinnately  veined ;  the 
last  species  is  palmately  veined  or  nerved,  as  it  is 
termed.  The  above  is  a  faithful  and  perfect  de- 
scription of  the  whole  family  of  Berberis  that  exist 
on  the  Pacific  coast ;  and  that  the  species  will  get 
mixed  is  just  what  I  expected,  as  I  did  of  the 
Grindelias  (the  robusta  and  squarrosa).  I  do  not 
know  what  the  active  principle  of  the  Berberis  may 
be  called  by  chemists,  but  that  it  cures  syphilis  as 
a  drug,  and  cancer  too,  is  most  positive.  I  intro- 
duced the  drug  some  two  years  ago,  and  have  since 
that  time  written  considerably  upon  it  as  a  drug  to 
be  used  for  the  cure  of  cancer  or  syphilis  ;  and  the 
cases  it  has  cured  of  what  has  been  termed  either 
have  not  been  few.  I  do  not  think  that  everything 
that  is  a  barberry  is  the  Berberis  aquifolium.  I 
am  well  satisfied  that  the  thing  is  mixed,  from  the 
fact  that  our  physicians  here  do  not  know  the  spe- 
cies and  call  every  Berberis  aquifolium.  The  de- 
scription given  by  A.  Orfilia  in  your  journal  is  not 
that  of  the  Berberis  aquifolium,  and  I  will  send 
botanical  specimens  to  any  botanist  of  note  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  analyze  the  plant,  if  my 
remarks  on  the  subject  are  not  sufficient.  As  to 
the  properties  of  the  different  species  I  do  not  claim 
to  know  them.  Having  tested  the  Berberis,  and 
introduced  it  to  the  profession,  I  do  know  some- 
thing of  its  value  as  a  specific. —  J.  H.  Bundy,  M. 
D.,  in  Druggists'  Circular. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. — {Holly-leaved  Bar- 
berry)— Pursh:  Leaflets  1-6  pairs,  not  approxi- 
mated, coriaceous,  ovate-lanceolate,  or  elliptical 
oblong,  oblique  and  slightly  cordate  at  the  base, 
margin  repand  with  thorny  or  spinulose  cuspidate 
teeth  ;  racemes  short,  nearly  erect,  clustered  ;  fila- 
ments 2-toothed ;  berries  dark  purple.  Leaflets 
generally  2-3  pairs,  very  coriaceous,  and  in  this 
locality  more  or  less  evergreen.  Flowers  yellow. 
This  is  an  under-shrub,  8  to  18  inches,  rarely,  but 
sometimes,  3  feet  high,  branching,  erect,  but  often 
procumbent.  The  leaflets  i  inch  to  2>^  inches 
long,  reticulated — often  obscurely — on  both  sides. 
Common  to  the  middle  elevations  of  the  northern 
portions  of  the  Hills,  to  the  Big  Horn  and  Wolf 
ranges,  the  middle  elevations  of  Colorado,  the  head 
waters  of  the  Arkansas,  and  in  the  Ratoon 
ranges. 

The  B.  pinnata  and  B.  repens  seem  to  be  but 
varieties  of  this ;  the  characters  are  certainly  not 
distinct,  so  far  as  my  observation  extends.  This 
plant  is  generally  found  abundantly  upon  expo- 
sures to  the  south  and  east,  in  the  rich  vegetable 
mould  which  covers  these  hill-sides ;  it  is  also 
found  upon  almost  barren  rocky  places,  especially 
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the  feldspathic  granite  and  porphyritic  formations ; 
and,  of  course,  less  robust,  the  leaflets  very  sel- 
dom having  more  than  two  pairs,  and  approach- 
ing nearer  the  form  of  the  B.  repe7is;  the  berries 
smaller,  more  acid,  and  less  pleasant  in  flavor. 
It  flowers  in  May,  and  ripens  its  fruit  in  August 
and  September.  The  fruit  is  acidulous,  and  in 
flavor  reminding  one  of  the  lime ;  dark  purple  in 
color,  and  covered  with  a  bluish  bloom.  Root 
yellow. 

This  plant  is  most  absurdly  termed  "  Oregon 
grape  ;"  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  it  was  thus 
named. 

The  root  is  the  part  which  is  used  as  a  medi- 
cine ;  this  is  one  or  two  feet  or  more  in  length, 
and  about  one-fourth  inch  in  diameter,  more  or 
less  woody,  and  in  color  a  bright  yellow,  often 
orange  yellow ;  the  cortical  portion  thin,  of  the 
same  color,  the  epidermis  thin  and  papyraceous, 
dull  greenish  or  brownish  yellow  ;  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  root  is  quite  wood)',  and  hardly  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  stem  above  ground. 

My  attention  was  first  called  to  this  plant,  some 
years  ago,  by  the  hunters  and  guides;  I  then  took 
but  little  notice  of  it.  With  them  it  was  a  remedy 
of  great  value  in  the  treatment  of  the  low  bilious 
fevers  of  the  mountains,  and  as  a  cathartic  ;  they 
used  it;  as  also  did  the  Indians,  in  all  forms  of  bil- 
iousness ;  and  the  berries  (fruit)  are  often  em- 
ployed as  a  remedy  in  scurvy,  and  as  a  general 
anti-scorbutic,  and  are  also  made  into  a  sauce,  and 
used  as  food. 

This  plant  has,  in  general,  the  medical  proper- 
ties common  to  the  Berberidacece,  and  unites  in  a 
marked  degree  the  properties  of  the  Hydrastis 
Canadeftsis  with  those  of  the  Podophyllum  pel- 
tatum  ;  but,  as  far  as  my  observations  have  ex- 
tended, it  has  not  the  valuable  and  peculiar  local 
effect  upon  the  mucous  membranes  that  we  find  in 
hydrastis.  Later,  my  attention  was  again  directed 
to  it,  from  its  value  in  disorders  of  the  stomach, 
and  especially  the  bowels,  arising  from  improper 
and  insufficient  food,  and  privations,  to  which  we 
are  often  subjected  in  this  western  mountain 
country.  It  is  also  useful  in  the  complaint  known 
as  the  " tnountain  fever,"  which  is  a  bilious  fever, 
often  assuming  the  typhous  forms.  It  is  in  such 
diseases  as  these  that  I  have  seen  its  best  effects, 
and  it  is  in  them  and  their  allied  forms  that  I 
would  suggest  its  use,  and  in  such  cases  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  properties  of  the 
plant.  The  root  yields  its  medical  virtues  to  water 
and  to  dilute  alcohol,  and  without  any  doubt  con- 
tains an  active  principle,  which,  probably,  is  an  al- 
kaloid, similar  to,  if  not  identical  with,  hydrastina 
in  the  Hydrastis  Canadensis,  and  not  a  resin,  as  in 
Podophyllum.  Its  therapeutical  effects,  however, 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  is  combined  with 
"a  peculiar  resin,"  which  modifies  the  therapeutic 
action  of  hydrastina;  but,  situated  as  I  am  at 
present,  I  have  not  attempted  its  isolation. 
*  Among  the  hunters  and  Indians,  it  is  usually 
given  in  the  form  of  a  decoction — their  only  mode. 
I  have  also  used  it  in  the  form  of  a  strong  tincture, 
four  ounces  to  the  pint  of  dilute  alcohol,  and  ad- 
ministered in  accordance  with  the  result  desired — 
from  three  or  five  drops  to  a  teaspoonful.  In  cases 
of  bilious  fever  I  have  found  that  it  has  its  best 
effect  when  given  in  doses  of  twenty  ..to  thirty 
drops,  no  regard  being  paid  to  its  action  on  the 
bowels,  unless  it  should  produce  catharsis,  which 
is  very  seldom  the  case. 

I  would  in  this  brief  manner  call  the  attention 
of  the  medical  and  pharmaceutical  professions  to 
this  plant,  knowing  that  it  possesses  valuable  prop- 
erties which  will  at  once  commend  itself  to  them. 
And  if,  as  I  suppose,  its  active  principle  is  hydras- 


tina, we  then  will  have  found  a  cheap  and  abun- 
dant source  of  that  alkaloid. — A.  Orfilia,  Dakota, 


in  The  Druggists'  Circular. 


Coca  or  Cuca. — In  a  leading  article  appears 
a  review  of  the  practical  applications  of  this  drug 
in  fatigue  proceeding  either  from  physical  or  men- 
tal over-exertion.  The  writer  bases  his  deduc- 
tions on  Sir  Robert  Christison's  experiment,  on 
similar  experiments  by  Von  Tschudi  and  others, 
and  on  observations  in  South  America  by  Mante- 
gazza ;  he  does  not  attach  much  importance  to 
earlier  and  somewhat  exaggerated  accounts  of 
Europeans  who  have  visited  South  America,and  who 
have  picked  up  their  information  from  the  natives, 
without  making  any  original  investigation.  These 
deductions  may  be  concisely  stated  :  (i)  Coca  is 
a  stimulant  without  increasing  the  pulse  rate  or 
body  heat;  on  the  contrary,  the  pulse  rate  usually 
falls,  even  after  muscular  fatigue — in  Sir  Robert 
Christison's  experience  from  90  to  72  beats  after 
two  hours.  (2)  Coca  suspends  hunger  and  thirst. 
(3)  Coca  in  moderate  quantities  is  not  followed 
by  injurious  or  unpleasant  after-effects.  (4)  The 
best  effects  are  obtained  by  chewing  the  dried 
leaves  (if  properly  cured)  mixed  with  lime,  though 
there  is  no  reason  to  suspect  that  a  carefully  pre- 
pared infusion  or  vinous  preparation  does  not  con- 
tain the  active  principle,  which  our  writer  supposes 
to  reside  in  a  peculiar  form  of  tannin — perhaps, 
also,  in  an  aromatic  and  volatile  substance.  (5) 
In  various  forms  of  dyspepsia,  colic,  diarrhoea  and 
general  debility  it  has  long  been  a  favorite  among 
the  Indians,  and  Mantegazza  reports  his  own  ex- 
perience of  its  value  in  most  of  these  affections. 
Drs.  Colin,  Fauvel,  Gazeau,  Rabutea,  and  Cintrat 
bear  witness  to  the  value  of  this  medicinal  agent, 
especially  in  the  form  of  vin  de  coca  Mariani,  in 
tonsilitis,  albuminuria,  and  diabetes.  Dr.  Fauvel 
especially  speaks  of  its  beneficial  effect  in  a  pecul- 
iar form  of  rebellious  granular  pharyngitis,  which 
resisted  all  other  kinds  of  treatment.  He  also 
says,  "  Le  coca  est  le  tenseur  par  excellence  des 
cordes  vocales." — Practitioner,  July,  j8yy— Bos- 
ton Journal. 


Some  of  the  New  Remedies. — Prof.  Scud- 
der — Dear  Sir :  With  this,  I  send  you  specimens  of 
Cascara  Sagrado,  Verba  Reuma,  and  also  a  true 
specimen  of  the  Lepigonum  medium.  The  last  of 
the  list  is  true  to  name,  as  I  have  collected  it  and 
analyzed  it,  from  the  fact  of  having  gathered  it 
myself  while  in  flower.  If  you  can  find  any  one 
who  is  competent  to  analyze  the  first  two  without 
being  in  blossom,  you  will  much  oblige  me.  The 
specimens  are  such  as  I  have  had  to  deal  with,  and 
any  information  on  the  subject  of  botanical  identity 
will  be  thankfully  received.  There  may  be  botan- 
ists who  can  analyze  plants  without  the  blossoms, 
but  I  cannot. 

Cascara  Sagrado  (though  the  Spanish  appella- 
tion) is  a  specific  in  constipation,  atonic  dyspepsia, 
chronic  congestion  of  the  liver,  hemorrhoids,  and 
kindred  diseases.  When  I  first  brought  it  to  the 
notice  of  the  profession,  it  (like  Verba  Santa,  or  the 
Eryodiction  Glutinosum,  or  Californian,  as  botani- 
cally  expressed)  was  not  fully  understood,  any 
more  than  many  remedies  you  yourself  have  written 
upon,  and  still  need  further  study  and  investigation. 
I  must  say,  however,  that  the  Cascara  Sagrado, 
though  the  name  be  vulgar  (botanically  considered), 
is  a  specific  for  the  diseases,  pathologically  consid- 
ered, above  mentioned,  and  no  one  who  has  used  it 
will  deny  this  statement.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
even  under  the  Spanish  appellation,  its  physiological 
effects  are  the    same  as  though  the   name  were 
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Latin  or  Greek,  and  as  a  remedy  for  constipation  it 
is  without  a  parallel.  I  could  not  practice  with- 
out it. 

Verba  Reuma  is  another  drug  lately  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  profession  by  myself,  under  a 
Spanish  appellation.  This,  like  Cascara,  though 
acting  in  a  different  manner,  acts  upon  mucous 
surfaces.  While  giving  tone  to  such  membranes, 
it  at  the  same  time  constringes  locally  the  secre- 
tions by  its  action  upon  the  secernant  system 
through  the  processes  of  tonicity  and  contractility, 
when  locally  applied.  As  an  internal  remedy,  I  am 
carefully  testing  the  drug,  and  after  further  inves- 
tigation, will  report  in  that  direction.  From  the 
above  facts,  which  were  obtained  from  cases  too 
numerous  to  mention,  in  its  use  upon  mucous  sur- 
faces since  I  introduced  it  as  a  remedy  in  nasal 
catarrh,  leucorrhoea,  gonorrhoea,  and  gonorrhoeal 
ophthalmia,  and  the  experience  of  a  good  number 
of  physicians  who  confirm  my  investigations  of  the 
remedy,  I  am  positive  it  will  prove  to  be  one  of  the 
best  drugs  in  such  diseases.  In  this  part  of  the 
country  it  stands  paramount  in  these  complaints. 
Try  it,  and  satisfy  yourself. 

Lepigonum  Medium  I  have  never  tested.  It 
grows  in  many  of  the  States,  and  especially  in  the 
middle  and  southern,  and  abundantly  around  the 
bay  of  San  Francisco,  and  is  known  vulgarly  as 
the  sand  spurry.  It  belongs  to  the  Nat.  Ord. 
Caryophyllaceae,  or  pink  family,  and  on  this  coast 
is  made  up  of  two  species — -the  Lepigonum  medium 
and  the  Lepigonum  macrothecum.  I  hope  some 
one  will  test  it,  as  it  may  prove  to  be  of  value.  I 
will  send  specimens  of  it,  as  well  as  of  Cascara 
and  Verba  Reuma,  and  were  it  the  proper  season, 
would  send  Berberis  AquifoHum  in  flower,  as  I 
have  obtained  and  analyzed  all  the  species  on  this 
coast. 

Having  analyzed  very  many  plants  on  this  coast 
for  physicians  and  druggists,  I  will  still  do  so  if 
they  will  send  me  the  specimens  in  flower,  with  a 
branch  of  the  plant  or  shrub,  with  leaves,  etc.,  that 
I  may  know  them  to  be  herbaceous  or  shrubby, 
carefully  pressed.  Berberis  needs  no  comments,  it 
speaks  for  itself,  and  has  become  a  standard  since 
its  introduction.  I  am  still  testing  drugs,  and 
when  fully  satisfied  of  their  value  and  action,  will 
report  them. —  J.  H.  Bundy,  M.  D.,  in  Eclectic 
Med.  Jour. 


Curare  for  Epilepsy. — Kunze  has  lately 
recommended  curare  to  be  employed  in  the  form 
of  a  subcutaneous  injection  at  intervals  of  about  a 
week.  The  formula  he  adopts  is  seven  grains  of 
curare,  dissolved  in  seventy-five  minims  of  water, 
mixed  with  two  drops  of  muriatic  acid,  eight  drops 
of  this  being  a  dose. 

Batiator  Root,  a  Substitute  for  Ipecac. 
— (Stanislas  Martin.)  The  author  gives  a  descrip- 
tron  of  this  root,  which  is  derived  from  a  plant 
growing  in  Senegal.  Seeds  of  it  have  been  planted 
in  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  at  Paris,  from 
which  the  plant  will  hereafter  be  determined.  The 
root  is  identical  in  its  effects  with  ipecac,  in  the 
same  doses. — L'  Union  Phartnaceutique. 


Treatment  of  Whooping-Cough  by  Tinc- 
ture OF  Drosera. — A  paper  which  appeared 
June  25th,  1878,  in  the  Journal  de  Therapeutiqtie, 
by  Dr.  Lamare,  on  the  Treatment  of  Whooping- 
Cough  by  the  Tincture  of  Drosera,  has  excited 
considerable  attention,  and  the  effects  obtained  by 
various  observers  have  been  different.  M.  Crequy, 
in  a  child  of  three  months  rapidly  effected  a  reduc- 


tion in  the  number  and  violence  of  the  fits  of 
coughing,  so  that  from  the  end  of  the  fifth  day 
they  almost  completely  disappeared.  The  same 
result  occurred  in  another  child  of  three  years, 
recovery  being  almost  complete  in  about  fifteen 
days.  Mr.  C.  Paul,  however,  was  less  fortunate, 
the  remedy  appearing  to  be  without  action.  The 
plant  used  is  the  Drosera  rotundifolia.  Its  diges- 
tive properties  are  well  known  since  Mr.  Darwin's 
observations  upon  it,  and  further  investigation 
would  be  serviceable. 


CONDURANGO  HEARD  FROM  AGAIN. — In  the 
Deutsche  Med.  Worch.  Dr.  Burkmann  relates  two 
cases  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  so  diagnosed  by 
several  skillful  physicians,  both  very  much  relieved, 
and  one  quite  cured,  by  the  use  of  condurango 
bark,  according  to  the  form  and  dose  recommend- 
ed by  Prof.  Friedreich  (described  in  Naphey's  Sur- 
gical Therapeutics,^.  ^6^).  Dr.  Burkmann  earn- 
estly recommends  this  plan  to  his  colleagues.  He 
is  careful,  during  the  treatment,  to  forbid  the  use 
of  opium  or  morphia.  His  words  certainly  deserve 
attention,  for  we  are  powerless  before  this  terrible 
disease. — Med.  and  Surg.  Rep. 

Singular  Plan  of  Counter-Irritant  for 
Stings. — The  southern  darky,  to  cure  a  tooth- 
ache, will  put  a  piece  of  red  pepper  in  his  eye.  We 
had  always  taken  literally  his  explanation,  that  he 
"  soon  done  got  enuff  to  do  with  dat  eye,  dat  dar 
war'nt  no  time  to  think  of  de  tooth."  But  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Lucas,  of  the  Bombay  army,  the  pro- 
ceeding is  rational,  after  all.  This  writer  describes 
a  similar  treatment  for  scorpion  stings.  He  says  : 
"The  sting  is  at  first  like  a  sharp  prick  from  the 
point  of  a  needle  or  a  finely  pointed  nail,  and  in  a 
very  few  seconds  it  assumes  a  very  agonizing  form, 
as  if  innumerable  pins  and  needles  were  thrust  in- 
to the  part.  It  then  shoots  up  the  limbs,  along 
the  course  of  the  main  nerve  trunk,  and  is  after- 
ward of  a  darting  and  most  excruciating  nature, 
reaching  its  cUmax  in  from  three  to  five  minutes. 
When  a  pinch  of  powdered  alum  is  put  into  the 
eye  (the  eye  of  the  affected  side  being  preferable), 
the  pain  of  reflected  irritation  ceases  almost  in- 
stantly as  the  conjunctival  mucous  membrane  be- 
gins to  smart ;  the  local  pain,  perhaps  less  severe 
than  before,  gradually  subsides  after  some  hours, 
and  its  disappearance  is,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
expedited  by  firm  and  steady  pressure.  In  regard 
to  the  modus  operandi  of  the  alum  cure,  I  will  re- 
frain from  saying  anything  beyond  that  it  probably 
acts  by  distracting  pain  and  irritation  elsewhere." 
— Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 

COTOIN  AS  A  Anhydrotic— The  London 
Medical  Record  states  that  Dr.  FronmuUer  ob- 
served, in  the  case  of  a  phthisical  patient,  suffering 
at  the  same  time  from  colliquative  diarrhoea  and 
sweating,  that,  under  the  use  of  full  doses  of  tinc- 
ture of  coto,  both  these  symptoms  disappeared: 
After  this,  he  gave  tincture  of  coto,  in  ninety-one 
cases  of  excessive  sweating;  in  thirty-four  with 
complete,  in  thirty-six  with  partial  success,  and  in 
twenty-one  without  result.  The  beneficial  action 
of  coto,  which  seems  to  have  as  its  basis  the  rais- 
ing of  the  energy  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  skin, 
generally  lasted  only  one  night,  but  often  for  a 
longer  time.  Digestion  was  not  interfered  with ; 
the  appetite  was,  indeed,  often  increased,  so  that 
Dr.  Fronmiiller  was  led  to  give  the  tincture  as  a 
stomachic  in  the  morning,  in  some  cases  of  ano- 
rexia. This  absence  of  any  injurious  effect  on  di- 
gestion gives  coto  a  great  advantage  over  other 
remedies  used  to  arrest  sweating,  such  as  tannin, 
lead,  nitrate  of  silver,  aconite,  alum,  etc. 
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Dr.  Fronmiiller  has  given  cotoin  and  paracotoin 
in  eighteen  cases  of  diarrhoea  of  various  forms ;  in 
nine  with  complete  and  in  six  with  partial  success, 
and  in  three  without  result.  He  has  also  given 
them  in  eighteen  cases  of  night  sweat ;  in  eight 
with  complete,  in  nine  with  partial  success,  and  in 
one  without  result.  Paracotoin  was  given  in  five 
cases  ;  .cotoin  in  thirty-one. 


Gnoscopine.— The  English  chemists,  T.  &  H. 
Smith,  announce  the  discovery  of  a  new  opium 
alkaloid,  which  they  call  gnoscopine.  This  sub- 
stance forms  readily  crystallizable  salts,  which  have 
an  acid  reaction.  This  substance  is  insoluble  in 
water,  or  at  least  in  only  1 500  parts.  When  pure 
it  is  in  the  form  of  long,  thin,  white  needles,  hav- 
ing, when  dry,  a  woolly  character. 

The  Eucalyptus  in  Malarial  Disorders. 
— Dr.  H.  B.  Dow,  of  London,  contributes  the  fol- 
lowing experience  with  this  remedy,  to  the  London 
Lancet  : 

■  In  the  first  case  in  which  I  tried  it,  it  was  sug- 
gested to  me  by  my  patient,  he  saying  that  he  had 
taken  quinine  by  the  pound  without  result,  and 
that  the  eucalyptus  was  the  only  remedy  for  him. 
He  had  many  years  since  contracted  malaria  of  the 
worst  type  in  the  Douro  district,  and  had  tried 
most  remedies  without  avail.  A  very  few  doses  of 
the  tincture  of  eucalyptus  globulus  removed  the 
symptoms. 

In  the  second  case,  my  patient  had  been  many 
years  abroad  as  a  missionary,  and  suffered  severely 
from  intermittent  fever  contracted  during  his  labors 
in  tropical  climates.  He  also  found  no  relief  from 
quinine,  but  was  very  speedily  relieved  by  the  eu- 
calyptus. 

In  the  third  case,  my  patient  was  a  gentleman 
who  had  lived  many  years  in  India  and  China,  and 
during  his  residence  abroad  had  had  seven  attacks 
of  ague.  Recently  he  experienced  a  return  of  his 
old  symptoms,  and  took  quinine,  as  he  had  been 
accustomed  to,  to  check  the  illness.  However,  on 
this  occasion  it  failed  to  produce  the  usual  effect, 
so  I  recommended  him  to  try  the  eucalyptus.  The 
effect  was  at  once  marked,  and  speedily  all  his  in- 
termittent symptoms  left  him. 

The  remedy  is  pleasant  to  take,  and  the  dose  I 
have  prescribed  is  ten  minims  of  the  tincture. 


Viburnum  Prunifolium  or  Black  Haw. — I 
wish  to  communicate  for  the  benefit  of  the  Journal 
a  few  observations  on  the  use  of  this  remedy.  As 
found  in  this  locality,  the  plant  is  a  tree-like  shrub, 
growing  in  fence  rows  and  along  the  water  courses, 
and  is  distinguished  by  rare  beauty  of  leaf  -and 
flower.  It  blooms  in  April,  in  white  clusters,  very 
beautiful  to  the  eye,  and  the  fruit  is  a  blue-black 
berry  very  grateful  to  the  taste.  My  attention  was 
first  directed  to  its  use  as  a  therapeutical  agent,  as 
a  meeting  of  our  State  Medical  Society  a  few  years 
ago,  and  since  that  time  I  have  tested  it  thorough- 
ly in  practice,  with  most  gratifying  results. 

1st.  In  cases  of  threatened  abortion  I  have  found 
relief  by  the  nse  of  an  infusion,  made  by  macerat- 
ing I  02.  of  the  bark  of  the  root  in  a  pint  of  warm 
water.  Dose,  one  ounce  of  the  infusion  every  hour 
and  a  half. 

2.  As  the  bark,  from  its  distinctly  bitter  taste 
evidently  possesses  tonic  properties,  I  determined 
to  try  its  effect  in  the  intermittent  fever,  so  com- 
mon in  this  malarial  region.  Accordingly  I  pre- 
pared a  strong  tincture — 4  oz.  of  bark  to  i  pint 
diluted  alcohol.  I  gave  thisin  tablespoonful  doses, 
commencing  as  soon  as  there  was  intermission, 
and  continuing  at  proper  intervals,  until  about  4 


hours  before  the  next  paroxysm  was  expected.  I 
found  it  to  act  charmingly  in  preventing  a  return 
of  either  chilly  or  febrile  symptoms. 

3.  My  own  experience  satisfies  me  that  this  rem- 
edy should  be  used  as  a  prophylactic  in  all  malarial 
districts  of  country.  I  have  urged  its  use  in  this 
way,  in  the  families  of  my  patients,  and  have  had 
the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  the  benefit  accruing. 

4th.  I  have  also  prescribed  the  powdered  bark  in 
5  or  lo-grain  doses,  immediately  after  eating,  to 
check  dyspeptic  symptoms,  acidity  of  the  stomach, 
etc.,  and  with  the  most  happy  results. 

These  crude  remarks  are  hastily  thrown  together 
in  hope  that  others  may  be  mcited  to  give  the  mat- 
ter fuller  investigation.  Our  profession,  in  under- 
taking the  responsibility  of  healing  the  sick,  binds 
itself  to  promote  (so  far  as  each  individual  can), 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  therapeutical  agents 
from  time  to  time  being  brought  to  our  notice,  in 
the  bountiful  store-house  of  Nature.  And  each 
one,  in  communicating  the  practical  results  of  his 
own  experiments  with  comparatively  unknown 
remedies,  while  at  times  conferring  a  benefit,  is  at 
all  times  certainly  discharging  a  duty. 


JABORANDI  IN  HYDROPHOBIA. — In  the  British 
Medical  Journal,  January  5th,  1878,  Dr.  J.  G.  S. 
Cogshill  proposes  jaborandi  as  a  remedy  in  hydro- 
phobia, from  observation  of  two  cases  of  the 
disease  in  man.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Dr. 
Cogshill  was  anticipated  in  this  suggestion  by  the 
writer  of  the  article  on  hydrophobia  in  Napheys' 
Surgical  Therapeutics  (p.  165),  and  from  the 
same  course  of  reasoning.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the 
drug  will  receive  a  fair  trial  in  this  generally  fatal 
disease. —  The  Pharmacist. 


A  Specific  for  Whooping-Cough. — Dear 
Sir — I  write  you  to  say  that  I  believe  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  using  a  specific  for  whooping-cough. 

Believing  that  whooping-cough  is  the  result  of 
the  location  of  a  specific  contagium  on  or  in  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  respiratory  apparatus, 
from  my  experience  with  the  muriate  and  carbo- 
nate of  ammonia  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
beneficial  results  obtained  by  their  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  bronchitis  could  be  ascribed  to  a  stimu- 
lant effect  on  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane  ; 
as  the  ammonia  is  eliminated  from  the  system 
through  this  membrane.  In  looking  over  the  list 
of  antizymotics  I  rejected  all  the  familiar  prepara- 
tions as  most  likely  useless,  or  they  would  have 
been  found  useful  long  since.  I  concluded  that  to 
subserve  the  purpose  indicated  I  must  have  an 
antizymotic  that  will  be  eliminated  by  the  respira- 
tory mucous  membrane,  and  the  only  thing  likely 
to  answer  the  purpose  would  be  the  picrate  or 
carbazotate  of  ammonia. 

I  have  treated  six  children  suffering  with  whoop- 
ing-cough (at  the  Hov/ard  Dispensary)  in  accord- 
ance with  the  above  related  conclusions,  and,  I  am 
very  happy  to  state,  with  the  most  gratifying 
results.  The  mothers  assured  me  that  after  their 
children  would  take  two  or  three  doses  of  the 
medicine  the  paroxysm  would  relax  in  severity, 
and  in  a  couple  of  days  would  entirely  subside  as 
a  paroxysmal  cough  with  the  well-known  whoop, 
and  a  simple  cough  of  ordinary  laryngo-bronchitis 
remain.     I  gave  the  remedy  in  this  way  : 

R.    Picrate  of  ammonia,  gr.  i. 
Muriate  of  ammonia,  gr.  xxiv. 
Powdered  extract  of  liquorice,  5  L 
Water,  fl.   \  iii. 

M. — S.  Teaspoonful  every  3  hours  to  a  child  6 
months   and   under,   doubling    the   quantity  for  a 
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child  of  about  one  year  or  two  years  of  age,  and 
giving  as  much  as  ]/%  gr.  to  a  child  3  to  5  years 
of  age. 

It  might  be  a  coincidence  that  these  six  children 
(belonging  to  three  different  families)  recovered 
under  the  use  of  the  medicine ;  but  I,  of  course, 
believe  it  to  be  solely  the  result  of  the  picrate  of 
ammonia.  My  opportunity  for  observing  whoop- 
ing-cough in  private  practice  is  very  limited. 
Knowing  that  you  are  specially  interested  in  thera- 
peutics, I  would  like  you  to  submit  the  treatment  I 
have  suggested  to  a  test,  provided  it  impresses  you 
favorably. 

I  have  requested  several  of  my  friends  in  the 
profession  to  give  it  a  trial.  So  far  as  I  know,  the 
treatment  of  whooping-cough  heretofore  has  been 
quite  discouraging,  especially  to  parents,  and  I  am 
very  sure  there  would  be  no  harm  done  or  time 
lost  by  the  treatment  with  picrate  of  ammonia. — 
Z.  T.  Dellenbaugh,  in  Philadelphia  Medical 
Times, 


Phosphide  of  Zinc. — Gros,  in  La  France 
Medicale,  extols  this  article,  and  advises  its  use  in 
nervous  affections,  and  especially  in  hysteria  ;  giving 
at  the  same  time  a  long  list  of  neuroses  in  which 
it  has  been  successfully  used  by  physicians  in  Am- 
erica and  England.  He  says  that,  though  hysteria 
is  an  affection  strange  in  its  termination,  so  many 
cures  have  been  reported  that  we  should  prefer  this 
remedy  to  others  because  of  its  promptness  of 
action,  its  facility  of  administration,  and  its  innocu- 
ousness.  It  is  stated  that,  contrary  to  expectation, 
it  is  innocuous,  because  if  a  toxic  dose  is  given 
vomiting  invariably  occurs,  which  prevents  the 
poisonous  action  of  the  drug.  The  best  form  for 
administration  is  the  granule. — Medical  Brief. 


Parke,  Davis  &  Go's  Fluid  Extracts. — 
In  the  way  of  new  remedies,  especially,  in  the  form 
of  fluid  extracts,  Parke  Davis  &  Co.  are  doing  the 
profession  excellent  service.  Through  the  kindness 
of  this  firm  we  have  been  supplied  with  many 
new  remedies,  as  they  have  been  put  upon  the 
market,  and  especially  have  we  been  delighted  with 
the  results  following  the  use  of  grindelia  squarrosa 
in  chronic  ague,  jaundice,  and  enlarged  spleen. 

The  berberis  aquifolium,  another  remedy  pre- 
pared by  them,  is  one  of  the  best  alteratives  we  have. 
We  had  a  case  of  secondary  syphilis  on  hand  when 
we  received  a  pound  sample  of  this  drug,  and  as 
we  had  been  using  iodide  of  potash,  stillingia,  co- 
linsonia,  etc.,  with  alternate  symptoms  of  better 
and  worse,  we  determined  to  resort  to  the  berberis. 
"B  Fluid  ext.  berberis  aq.,  |  j ;  syrup  simplex, 
I  iij.  M.  S.  One  teaspoonful  four  times  a  day. 
The  patient  has  been  improving  ever  since,  and 
we  feel  sure  complete  recovery  will  be  the  result. 
When  we  commenced  the  use  of  the  berberis  the 
patient  was  troubled  with  an  occasional  ulcer  in 
the  mouth,  and  with  a  scabby  eruption  on  different 
parts  of  the  body,  which  would  almost  disappear 
at  times,  then  a  few  scabs  would  appear  in  the  head, 
one  or  two  pimples  come  on  the  face,  and  in  this 
way  the  patient  was  worrying  along.  Since  we  re- 
sorted to  the  berberis  the  improvement  has  been 
uninterrupted. 

We  have  from  this  firm  yerba  santa,  cascara  sa- 
grado,  kava-kava,  and  several  others,  which  we  are 
using  almost  daily  with  the  happiest  results,  and 
will  report  as  facts  are  positively  established. — Am. 
Medical  Jourtial. 


Berberis  Aquifolium.  —  Though  but  lately 
introduced,  this  agent  is  attracting  considerable 
attention — an  attention  which  I  consider  so   well 


merited  that  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  contribute  my 
mite  towards  a  better  understanding  of  its 
remedial  action.  Under  the  old  rules  of  classifica- 
tion berberis  would  be  called  alterative  and  tonic. 
It  certainly  has  a  most  decided  tonic  action 
on  all  the  functions  governed  by  the  sympathetic 
system  of  nerves.  While  it  stimulates  and  im- 
proves digestion  and  the  different  processes  of 
nutrition,  it  at  the  same  time  increases  exertion  and 
retrograde  metamorphosis  as  powerfully  as  the 
iodides.  The  solid  constituents  of  the  urine  are 
largely  augmented  under  its  use,  without  diminish- 
ing the  strength  of  the  patient,  owing,  no  doubt,  to 
its  tonic  action  on  all  the  vital  functions. 

Recognizing  that  a  good  normal  condition  of  the 
digestive  track  for  nutrition  and  bloodmaking  on 
the  one  hand,  and  a  prompt  removal  of  worn-out 
tissues  and  fluids  on  the  other  hand,  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  healthy  life,  and  that  all  remedies 
should  be  directed  towards  the  re-establishment  of 
these  condition  when  lost,  a  remedy  with  so  pow- 
erful an  influence  to  restore  this  equilibrium  as  the 
berberis  is  worthy  of  careful  study. 

I  had  a  marked  example  of  its  influence  over  the 
circulation  through  improved  nutrition  and  inner- 
vation. About  three  months  ago  I  was  consulted 
in  regard  to  a  lady  in  an  advanced  stage  of 
phthisis ;  cough  very  disturbing,  and  all  evidence 
pointing  to  a  rapid  destruction  of  lung  tissue.  She 
was  taking  cod-liver  oil,  whisky  toddy,  and  the 
hypophosphites,  without  experiencing  any  benefit. 
I  ordered  in  addition  gtt.  xxx  of  the  fluid  extract 
of  berberis,  added  to  the  whisky  toddy  three  or 
four  times  daily.  A  few  days  afterward  her  hus- 
band called  to  tell  me  that  that  medicine  had 
stopped  his  wife's  cough,  and  made  her  feel  ever 
so  much  better.  I  found  that  it  had  restored  her 
appetite,  which  had  been  entirely  lost,  arrested  the 
cough,  and  what  to  me  was  the  most  important 
feature,  reduced  the  pulse  from  105  to  93  beats  per 
minute.  The  lady  has  since  moved  across  the  bay 
to  San  Francisco,  and  expresses  herself  as  feeling 
better  than  she  has  for  two  years  past.  The  ber- 
beris has  evidently  given  her  a  new  lease  of  life. 
If  I  had  a  case  of  incipient  phthisis  through  im- 
paired nutrition,  I  should  expect  a  prompt  cure 
from  berberis,  with  such  other  means  as  the  case 
might  suggest. 

At  some  future  time  I  shall  dwell  on  my  ex- 
perience with  the  remedy  in  chronic  diseases  of  the 
skin  and  constitutional  syphilis,  in  the  treatment 
of  which  I  think  berberis  will  occupy  the  front 
rank,  when  its  properties  become  fully  understood. 
—C.  W.  Hansen,  M.  D.,  in  Eclectic  Medical 
Journal. 

Sarracenia  Purpurea  in  Gout.— According 
to  Foucaut  the  stem  and  root  of  Sarracenia  pur- 
purea is  an  effective  remedy  in  chronic  form  of 
gout.  It  is  employed  in  form  of  an  infusion,  made 
from  I  to  2  spoonfuls  of  the  powder  at  a  time, 
mornings  and  evenings,  and  once  during  the  day 
I  spoonful  made  into  an  infusion  as  a  prophylactic. 
The  violence  of  the  attacks  becomes  greatly  di- 
minished, and  the  alveolar  movements  more  reg- 
ular.—^r<://.   der  Med.  in  Ph.  Zeit.f.  Russel. 

Treatment  of  Cancer  by  Preparations  of 
GUACO  (G.  V.  Schmidt:  Cbl.  /.  Chirnrgie  1878, 
No.  i6;  from  Wien.  Med.  Wochenschrift). — 
There  seems  no  reason  a  priori  why  some  internal 
remedy  may  not  be- discovered  which  shall  do  for 
epithelial  and  other  new  growths  what  iodine  does 
for  syphilitic  new  formations.  Dr.  Schmidt  sug- 
gests guaco,  which  he  has  used  in  the  form  of 
tincture  and  plaster. 
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Editor's  Notes. 


The  Louisville  Medical  News  copies  the  Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter  s  remarks  on  Dr.  Gibbons's 
attack  on  Dr.  Bundy  and  the  new  remedies  he  has 
introduced,  but  evidently  does  not  indorse  them, 
as  the  editor.  Prof.  L.  P.  Yandell,  adds  in  a  foot 
note :  "  We  have  used  cascara  sagrado,  we  have 
recommended  it  and  like  it  veiy  much." 

The  Medical  Press  and  Circular  publishes  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  (Great  Britain)  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  which  tend  to  prevent  sufficient  eligible  can- 
didates from  coming  forward  for  army  medical 
appointments.  We  learn  from  this  report  that, 
taken  one  with  another,  a  young  medical  man 
obtains  in  civil  life  a  net  income  of  $1,500  a  year 
within  five  years  of  commencing  practice.  After 
•ten  years  he  is  unlucky  if  he  does  not  net  $2,500  a 
year,  and  thence  his  income  gradually  rises  to  an 
average  of  $4,000  to  $5,000.  In  exceptional  cases 
these  rates  of  income  are  veiy  far  exceeded.  The 
practice  of  medicine  does  not  pay  any  better  in 
America,  if  we  judge  from  our  own  observation, 
although  our  army  surgeons  are  paid  better  than 
in  Great  Britain. 

Correction. — In  the  October  number  of  the 
journal,  the  compositor's  false  punctuation  de- 
stroyed the  meaning  of  the  letter  of  J.  D.  Looney, 
M.  D.,  Brinkley,  Ark.  The  doctor's  language,  as 
intended,  gives  a  high  compliment  to  cascara 
sagrado,  and  to  correct  the  error  we  reproduce  a 
portion  of  his  article. 


"  So  far  as  I  have  used  your  new  preparations 
I  am  well  pleased  with  them,  especially  the  cascara 
sagrado,  yerba  santa,  berberis  aquifolium  and 
gentiana  quinqueflora.  As  a  regulator  of  the 
bowels  and  a  tonic  to  build  up  the  system  after 
our  malarious  fevers,  I  have  never  seen  anything 
to  equal  the  fluid  extract  cascara  sagrado,  com- 
bined with  nitro-hydrochlo.  acid." 

Whitfield's  Capsule  Filler.  —  The  im- 
portance of  gelatine  capsules  in  the  administration 
of  dry  powders  cannot  be  overestimated.  A 
serious  objection  to  many  of  our  most  valuable 
agents  of  this  class  is  their  disagreeable  taste. 
With  the  gelatine  capsule  in  our  hands  this 
objection  is  removed.  It  has  been  found,  however, 
that  the  difficulty  in  filling  the  capsule  is  another 
objection  in  actual  practice,  which  is  by  no  means 
unimportant,  and  has  interfered  somewhat  with 
the  more  general  use  of  the  improved  method 
of  administration.  The  filling  by  hand  is  a  some- 
what tedious  process,  and  when  time  is  an  object, 

the  use  of  the  capsule  is  frequently  prevented 
from  this  cause.  Whitfield's  Capsule  Filler 
removes  this  last  objection  completely.  With  its 
use  the  capsules  can  be  filled  more  quickly  than 
the  article  employed  can  be  put  up  in  the  form  of 
"  powders."  It  is  a  pretty  and  ingenious  piece  of 
mechanism,  and  a  decided  ornament  to  a  prescrip- 
tion counter.  A  knowledge  of  the  benefits  in  the 
saving  of  time,  and  in  the  neatness  with  which  it 
does  its  work,  is  alone  necessary  to  insure  for  it 
a  very  large  sale.  See  advertisement  in  the  present 
issue  of  New  Preparations. 


Publisher's  Notes. 


Subscriptions. 

Subscription  Price  for  1879,  one  dollar. 

The  Index  for  1878  is  now  ready,  and  every  sub- 
scriber for  1878  is  entitled  to  it. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Pubhsher,  we  will  send  New  Preparations 
(monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi- 
monthly) for  one  year  to  any  address. 

Back  Numbers  (1877-78),  each  10  cents.  Back 
numbers,  bound — -Vol.  I  and  II — each  vol.— paper 
40  cents;  board  75  cents. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number,  continue  with  us,  and 
hope  they  will  send  their  remittances  of  one  dollar 
each  in  to  us  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
our  mail  list  can  be  got  in  readiness  for  the  next 
issue. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.  When 
possible  inclose  your  printed  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head).  A  letter  just  reached  us  from  New 
Zealand,  in  which  neither  the  name  nor  address 
could  be  deciphered  !  We  cannot  answer  such 
letters. 

Send  at  once  for  our  Prospectus,  if  you  have  not 
already  seen  it.  It  gives  special  rates  for  all  the 
leading  medical  journals  in  the  United  States,  in 
connection  with  New  Preparations.  It  also 
contains  our  list  of  Premiums. 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charges,  if  both  publications 


are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  publications  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
and  Henry  C.  Lea,  we  must  hereafter  charge  their 
list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional  for  New  Pre- 
parations, as  they  no  longer  make  the  usual  trade 
discounts  to  any  publishers.  To  save  you  the  an- 
noyance of  making  two  remittances  we  will,  how- 
ever, be  responsible  for  your  payment  reaching 
them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance  for  New 
Preparations. 

A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 
a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $1.00  for  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  or  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  claim  both  the  premium  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbing  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  want  more  agents.  Good  smart  men,  phy- 
sicians with  little  practice,  drug  clerks,  or  any  per- 
sons brought  into  direct  contact  with  physicians, 
can  do  well  by  canvassing  for  us.  The  work  is 
easy,  honorable,  requires  no  capital,  and  pays  well. 
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We  furnish  sample  copies  gratis.  Write  at 
once,  stating  your  qualifications  for  canvassing, 
and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  correspond  with  you. 

Agents  now  working  for  us  are  very  successful 
thus  far. 

If  you  have  an  unusually  interesting  case  to  offer, 
write  its  history  in  detail  for  the  Original  Depart- 
ment, to  the  extent  of,  say,  two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 

Correspondence. 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 


ent inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  complaint  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to  make  concerning 
the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please  to  send  to  us ;  if 
we  cannot  readily  answer  it  ourselves,  we  will  give 
it  publication.  Some  one  out  of  our  many  thousand 
readers  will  undoubtedly  be  able  to  give  you  the 
information  you  wish. 

We  shall  continue  the  reports  of  practitioners 
upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  notice  next 
year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession ;  hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 


Miscellaneous  Business  Notices. 


Distilled  Extract  Witch  Hazel. 

For  sale  in  bulk  per  gallon,  or  in  pound  bottles. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Gurjun  Balsam. 

The  new  substitute  for  copaiba,   in  gonorrhoea, 
for  sale  in  quantities  as  desired,  by 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


For  Sale. 

Drug  store  doing  a  paying  business.  Stock 
small  and  clean  ;  fixtures  nearly  new.  For  par- 
ticulars address 

"Pharmacist,"  P.  O.  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


A  Fine  Chance  for  Investment. 

A  drug  store  in  one  of  the  best  business  loca- 
tions in  the  city  of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale. 
The  proprietor  is  compelled  by  urgent  personal 
reasons  to  close  up  his  business  within  a  brief 
period,  and  will  offer  stock,  fixtures  and  good  will 
at  very  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be 
given. 

Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargain 
in  a  cash  purchase. 

The  store  is  well  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 

Address  "DRUGGIST,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Michigan  Medical  News. 

Published  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron,  assisted 
by  an  able  staff.  Send  three-cent  postage  stamp 
for  specimen  copy. 


Cascara  Sagrado  (Rhamnus  Purshiana.) 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  maltose,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia 
and  all  phases  of  malnutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy.     Specify  "P.,  D.  &  Co's." 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.  Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 


Pepsine  and  Pancreatine. 

These  articles  from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  will  recommend  themselves  for  uni- 
formity and  general  therapeutical  efficacy. 


Boldo. 

The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhoea  and  rheumatism.  See  advertising 
page  V.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  tinnitus 
auru7n.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  made  many  improve- 
ments in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals.  Their  list 
comprises  all  standard  formulas,  as  well  as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s "  on 
their  prescriptions. 


Pink  Granules. 

These  granules  are  intended  to  supply  the  need 
of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require  minute  doses, 
or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  complaints 
of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regular  line  of 
pills,  a  coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify 
"  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 
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A  large  supply  of  genuine  fresh 


Cascara  Sagrado, 
Penthorum  Sedoides, 
Gentiana  Quinqueflora, 
Berberis  Aquifolium, 
Yerba  Reuma, 

Grindelia  Robusta. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit 
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Folia  Carobae, 
Bael  Fruit, 
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Original  Communications. 

Chemical  and  Microscopical  Analysis  of 

the  Bark  of  Rhamnus  Purshiana 

(Cascara  Sagrada)*. 

By  Albert  B.  Prescott,  M.  D. 
HE   examination  embraced   (i)  The  Struc- 
ture of  the  Bark ;    and  (2)   The  Chemical 
Constituents  of  the  Bark. 

(i)  The  Structure  of  the  Bark. 
The  corky 
layer  (a).  This 
consists  of  the  out- 
er epidermis  of 
dark  brown 
weathered  cells, 
then  several  rows 
of  cells  filled  with 
a  dark  red  color- 
ing matter  (e),  and 
in  the  more  recent 
bark,  a  row  or  two 
of  cells  containing 
chlorophyll.  The 
red  color  (e)  is 
soluble  in  ether, 
alcohol,  potassi- 
um hydrate  solu- 
tion (with  a  dark 
brown  color),  in- 
soluble in  acetic 
acid. 

II.  The  middle 
bark  {b)  is  made 
up  of  parenchy- 
matous cells 
which  are  filled 
with  small  starch 
grains.  There  are 
visible,  also,  in  the 
trattsverse  sec- 
tion, sev^eral 
groups  of  cubical 
crystals  (/),  and, 
in  the  longitudi- 
nal section,  groups  of  veiy  thick-walled  yellow 
cells  {k).  These  cells  {k)  are  not  noticeably 
affected  by  the  ordinary  re-agents. 

III.  The  inner  bark  (<:)  consists  principally  of 
yellow  medullary  rays  (d'),  separated  by  bast  pa- 
renchyma {g),  through  which  are  scattered  numer- 

*The  sample  of  the  bark  examined  was  furnished  me  by  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  I  have  given  no  attention  to  its  identity,  as 
bark  of  the  rha7nnus purshiana.  However,  its  structure  closely 
resembles  that  of  rhamnus  frangula  bark,  while  having  distinct 
differences  from  the  latter  (see  Cortex  Frangulae,  in  Hager's  Phar- 
maceutische  Praxis  ;  also  Pharmacopneia  Germanica). 
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ous  yellow  bast  fibers  {h^.  As  seen  in  longitu- 
dinal section,  these  fibers  (Ji)  are  frequently  sur- 
rounded by  small  cubical  crystals  (/).  The  crys- 
tals (/)  appear  not  to  be  affected  by  hydrochloric 
acid. 

Almost  the  entire  inner  bark  (III),  and  parts  of 
the  middle  bark  (II),  are  turned  cherry-red  color 
by  contact  with  potassium  hydrate  solution. 

(2)    The  Chemical  Constituents  of  the  Bark. 

I.  A  Brown  Resin,  of  strong  bitter  taste,  col- 
ored vivid  purple-red  by  potassium  hydrate  solu- 
tion.    This  resin  is  contained  mostly  in  the  middle 

and    inner   layers 

I'l-^Jl^MBlllH-rrra  sparingly  soluble 
in  water,  freely 
soluble  in  alcohol 
and  dilute  alcohol, 
scarcely  at  all  so- 
luble in  absolute 
ether,  soluble  in 
chloroform,  in 
benzole  (of  coal 
tar),  and  in  car- 
bon disulphide; 
soluble  in  caustic 
alkali  solution, 
with  splendid 
color  above  men- 
tioned, and  pre- 
cipitated from  this 
solution  by  acids. 
Concentrated  sul- 
phuric acid  colors 
it  blood-red.  It  is 
removed  from  al- 
cohol solution  by 
animal  charcoal. 

II.  A  Red  Res- 
in, nearly  taste- 
less, colored  rich 
brown  by  potas- 
sium hydrate  solu- 
tion. It  is  insol- 
uble in  water, 
soluble  in  alcohol 
and  dilute  alcohol, 
not  freely  soluble  in  ether,  or  chloroform,  or  car- 
bon disulphide ;  soluble  in  caustic  alkali  solution, 
with  the  brown  color  above  mentioned,  this  solu- 
tion being  precipitated  by  acids.  Concentrated 
sulphuric  acid  deepens  its  color,  brownish-red.  It 
is  not  removed  from  alcohol  solution  by  animal 
charcoal.  In  the  bark,  it  resides  in  the  corky 
layer  {a). 

III.  A  Light  Yellow  Resin  or  Neutral 
Body,  tasteless,  colored  bright  red-brown  by  sul- 
phuric acid,  not  colored  by  potassium  hydrate  so- 
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lution.  It  is  insoluble  in  water,  soluble  in  hot  alco- 
hol, sparingly  soluble  in  cold  alcohol  of  seventy 
per  cent,  soluble  in  chloroform,  in  carbon  disul- 
phide,  and  to  some  extent  in  benzole  (of  coal  tar). 
In  the  concentration  of  its  alcohol  solution,  it  de- 
posits in  pale  orange  yellow  granules.  Its  alcohol 
solution  gives  negative  results  with  the  general 
tests  for  alkaloids. 

IV.  A  Crytallizable  Body,  obtained  from 
absolute  alcohol  solution,  in  white  double  pyramids 
and  some  other  forms  of  the  dimetric  system.  The 
crystals  melt  and  then  sublime,  at  a  temperature  a 
little  above  the  water-bath,  the  sublimate  being 
partly  crystalline.  This  substance  is  not  appreciably 
soluble  in  ether,  chloroform,  or  petroleum  ether  ; 
is  slowly  soluble  in  absolute  alcohol,  slightly  soluble 
in  70  per  cent  alcohol,  soluble  in  benzole  (of  coal  tar). 
It  is  neutral  to  test  papers,  and  is  not  dissolved  by 
potassium  hydrate  solution,  by  acetic  acid,  or  dilute 
sulphuric  acid.  It  is  not  colored  by  potassium  hy- 
drate solution,  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  nitric 
acid,  Froehde's  reagent,  or  sulphuric  acid,  followed 
by  dichromate.  The  alcohol  solution  gives  nega- 
tive results  with  the  general  tests  for  alkaloids.* 

V.  A  Tannic  Acid,  giving  brownish  green 
color,  with  ferric  salts. 

VI.  Oxalic  Acid. 

VII.  Malic  Acid. 

VIII.  A  Fat  Oil,  of  yellow  color. 

IX.  A  Volatile  Oil,  not  abundant,  bearing 
the  characteristic  odor  of  the  bark. 

X.  Wax. 

XI.  Starch,  in  abundant  quantity. 

^  The  proportional  quantity  of  the  resins,  I,  II 
and  III,  is  indicated  pretty  nearly  by  the  quantity 
of  resin  extract  obtained  as  follows:  An  acidulated 
alcohol  solution  of  the  bark  was  neutrahzed  (with 
ammonia),  and  evaporated,  the  residue  dissolved 
in  dilute  potassium  hydrate  solution,  this  solution 
precipitated  by  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and  the 
precipitate  drained  and  dried  at  gentle  heat.  (The 
filtrate  contained  some  resin,  I,  and  the  precipitate 
retained,  of  course,  the  dissolved  substances  not 
washed  out.)  This  crude  resin  extract  (chiefly 
bodies  I,  11  and  III),  was  about  10  per  cent  of  the 
weight  of  the  bark. 

The  substances  numbered  III  and  IV  appear 
particularly  to  deserve  farther  chemical  investiga- 
tion, which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  them.  The 
chemistry  of  the  rhainnacece  is  of  decided  interest, 
especially   within  a   few    years    past.      Rhammis 

frangtda,  the  European  buckthorn,  or  black  alder, 
has  been  reported  by  Lieberman  and  Waldstein 
(1876)  to  contain  EMODIN,  a  well  determined  con- 
stituent of  rhubarb,  allied  to  chrysophane,  and 
chemically  a  derivative  of  anthracene.  Farther, 
the  investigators  just  named  find  it  nearly  or  quite 
certain  that  frangulin  is  capable  of  ready  change 
to  emodin,  by  glucosic  fermentation.  This  may 
be  associated  with  the  well-known  fact  that  the 
bark  of  rkajnnus  frangtcla  changes  in  therapeutic 
properties  by  storing.  It  has  both  emetic  and 
purgative  action  in  the  first  year  after  gathering, 
but  when  two  years  old  retains  only  the  purgative 
power — one  much  like  rhubarb — so  that  some 
authorities  positively  direct  that  it  be  not  used 
until  two  years  after  gathering.  The  glucosic 
fermentation  of  frangulin   into  frangulic  acid  has 

*  The  crystals  of  this  substance  were  repeatedly  obtained 
as  follows:  The  alcohol  extract  of  tbe  bark  (previously  ex- 
hausted with  ether),  was  dissolved  by  water,  this  solution 
precipitated  by  lead  acetate,  the  washed  and  drained  pre- 
cipit  te  suspended  in  absolute  alcohol  and  the  lead  removed 
by  hydrogen  sulphide,  and  the  i. Urate  then  evaporated.  A 
distinct  alliaceous  odor  i-i  developed,  after  the  h3'drogen 
sulphide  disappears,  and  the  crystals  in  question  then  ap- 
pear. The  crystalline  body  may  prove  to  be  a  product, 
rather  than  an  educt,  and  its  production  may  be  related  to 
that  of  the  allyl  compound,  indicated  by  the  odor. 


been  known  for  some  time,  but  the  like  formation 
of  emodin,  a  constituent  of  rhubarb,  seems  a  step 
nearer  some  chemical  explanation  of  the  change 
of  medicinal  power  characteristic  of  the  bark. 
The  material  worked  by  Lieberman  and  Wald- 
stein was  a  large  quantity  of  residual  extract  of  a 
large  quantity  of  frangula  bark  worked  by  the 
manufacturer,  Merck. 

The  chemical  constituents  of  rhamftus  ptirshz- 
ana,  though  not  determined  in  this  analysis  to 
be,  in  any  compound,  identical  with  constituents 
of  rhamnus  frangula,  yet  show  several  similar  re- 
actions, especially  in  the  case  of  "  Brown  Resin, 
I."  The  rhamnacete  very  probably  contain,  in 
different  species,  allied  bodies,  some  of  them  re- 
lated to  others  as  parent  and  product,  but  having 
practically  distinct  medicinal  powers.  These 
powers,  of  course,  are  known  only  by  physiological 
and  therapeutic  trial. 

University  of  Michigan,  Feb.  5,  1879. 

The  Verba  Buena  of  California. 

By  James  G.  Steele,  of  San  Franciso. 

IN  the  valleys  of  the  coast  mountains  of  California, 
is  found  a  sweet-scented  shrub  known  as  the 
yerba  buena  (from  the  Spanish,  signifying  good,  or 
blessed  herb  or  plant,  in  allusion  to  its  well-known 
curative  properties.)  This  is  a  vine,  creeping 
mostly  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground,  or  nestling 
in  the  underbush  of  our  redwood  forests,  and  in  its 
leaves,  etc.,  bears  in  appearance  a  likeness  to  the 
wild  strawberry. 

It  is  of  the  order  of  the  labiatoe,  and  is  known  in 
botany  as  the  micromeria  douglassii. 

Micromeria,  benth. — Calyx  oblong,  or  tubular, 
about  13-striate,  terete  not  gibbous  nor  declined, 
about  equally  five-toothed.  Corolla  short,  naked 
within,  distinctly  bi-labiate ;  upper  lip  erect,  flat- 
tish,  entire  or  eraarginate,  lower,  spreading,  three- 
parted.  Stamens  four  ;  filaments  accurate  ascend- 
ing; the  anterior  pair  longer;  anthers  two-celled, 
style  glabrous.  Low  plants,  sweetly  odorous,  va- 
rious in  habit,  with  small  flowers  in  the  axils  of  the 
leaves. 

M.  Douglassii,  Benth. — Perennial  herb,  slightly 
pubescent,  with  long  and  slender  creeping  and 
trailing  stems  ;  leaves  round-ovate,  thin,  sparingly 
toothed  (an  inch  or  less  in  diameter),  short  petioled ; 
flowers  mostly  solitary  in  the  axils,  on  a  long  and 
tilliform  two-bracteolate  peduncle;  calyx-teeth 
subulate  ;  corolla  purplish,  four  lines  long,  twice 
the  length  of  the  calyx,  the  tube  exserted. 

Yerba  Buena  has  been  long  known  to  the  natives 
of  California  as  possessing  remedial  virtues,  and  was 
in  frequent  use  by  the  great  families  occupying  the 
country,  long  anterior  to  its  occupation  by  the 
Americans.  When  freshly  gathered,  it  charms  by 
its  grateful  perfume,  peculiarly  sweet  and  aromatic, 
becoming,  when  dry,  a  strong  scent,  analogous  to  a 
mixture  of  the  two  odors  of  peppermint  and  cam- 
phor, or  more  properly,  of  the  well-known  penny- 
royal of  the  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  although 
not  by  any  means  a  Hedeoma. 

When  chewed  it  excites  a  moderate  flow  of 
saliva,  which  it  tinges  of  a  deep  green,  and  gives  in 
the  mouth  a  taste  at  once  aromatic,  pungent, 
slightly  bitter  and  camphorous.  It  imparts  strength 
to  ordinary  solvents,  and  is  easily  manipulated  into 
the  ordinary  pharmaceutical  preparations. 

Yerba  Buena  is  a  grateful  aromatic  stimulant, 
and  is  much  given  as  a  stomachic,  carminative  and 
anthelmintic.  The  old  inhabitants  of  California 
were  accustomed  to  administer  it  in  the  form  of  tea 
or  infusion,  drank  while  hot,  covering  the  patient 
immediately  after  with  bed  clothes.  Given  thus  it 
allays  nausea,  spasmodic  pains  in  the  stomach  and 
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bowels,  reduces  the  force  and  frequency  of  the 
pulse,  corrects  the  inflammation  arising  from  fevers 
and,  causing  a  mild  perspiration,  induces  grad- 
ually a  refreshing  sleep.  The  fresh  herb  bruised 
and  applied  to  the  epigastrium  often  allays  sick 
stomach,  and  is  useful  in  the  cholera,  etc.,  of  chil- 
dren. 

The  hydro-alcoholic  preparations,  to  which  it 
imparts  its  rich  green  color,  induce  also  the  symp- 
toms mentioned  above,  and  in  addition  are  known 
to  exercise  a  beneficial  effect  on  the  ofttimes  dis- 
tressing vomiting  of  pregnancy,  expels  flatus,  cor- 
rects griping  alcoholic  pains  and  can  be  used  with 
much  success  to  cover  the  taste  or  qualify  the  nau- 
seating or  griping  effects  of  other  medicines. 

It  is  claimed  by  those  who  have  had  experience 
with  the  remedy,  that  the  Verba  Buena  when 
given  in  frequently  recurring  moderate  doses, 
excites  the  menstrual  flow,  when  the  system  is  pre- 
disposed to  the  effort,  hence  its  reputation  as  an 
emmenagogue.  It  is  supposed,  not  without  prob- 
ability, that  the  virtues  of  the  plant  depend  mainly 
upon  a  volatile  oil. 

Verba  Buena  is  also  an  efficient  anthelmintic  and 
is  found  to  be  well  adapted  to  the  expulsion  of 
round  worms  in  children.  The  fluid  extract  or 
concentrated  tincture  given  in  the  morning  on  an 
empty  stomach,  and,  when  necessary,  at  bed  time, 
has  been  found  prompt  and  efficacious.  As  a  car- 
minative, ten  to  twenty  drops  can  be  given  on  a 
lump  of  sugar,  to  be  repeated  as  occasion  requires. 

The  following  is  a  formula  which  has  found  favor 
with  several  local  practitioners  and  presents  the 
Verba  Buena  in  a  palatable  form,  besides  not  inter- 
fering with  its  therapeutic  effects.  It  can  be  given 
when  the  remedy  is  to  be  administered  as  a  car- 
minative, stimulant,  anthelmentic,  etc. 

5.    Fid.  ext.  of  Yerba  Buena,  one  fl.  oz. 
Chloric  Ether,  two  fl.  drachms. 
Compound  tincture  of  Cardamons. 
Syrup  of  fresh  orange  peel,  of  each  half  a  fl.  oz. 
Distilled  water  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  measure 
four  fl.  oz. 

Of  this  mixture,  one  to  three  tablespoonfuls  can 
be  given  and  repeated  as  often  as  necessary. 

As  an  anti-febrile  Verba  Buena  would  find  favor, 
either  administei^ed  by  itself  or  in  conjunction  with 
other  remedies.  The  usual  dose  in  such  cases  is 
one  or  two  tablespoonfuls  of  the  fluid  extract,  three 
or  four  times  a  day,  to  be  given  with  any  desired 
adjuvant  which  may  not  be  contra-indicated. 

Oct.  19th,  1878. 

Grindelia  Robusta  in  Vaginitis. 

By  Mr.  John  Thompson,  Custar,  O. 

IN  order  to  explain  how  I,  not  being  a  M.  D.,  but 
simply  an  apothecary,  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  following  case,  I  must  mention  that  my  wife 
is  an  obstetrician  of  thirty  years'  standing  (regular 
graduate  of  Royal  Institute  for  Obstetrics  at 
Frankfurt-upon-the-Oder,  Province  of  Branden- 
burg, Kingdom  of  Prussia).  During  the  twenty- 
six  years  of  her  practice  in  this  country  she  has 
naturally  become  intimately  acquainted  with  very 
many  females.  One  of  them  came  to  her  and 
asked  for  advice  in  the  following  case,  which  my 
wife,  after  the  remedies  known  to  her  had  failed, 
confided  to  me : 

Mrs.  ,  aged   53,  married  32  years,  mother 

of  six  children,  plump,  somewhat  inclined  to  obe- 
sity, of  very  fair  and  florid  complexion,  generally 
speaking,  healthy,  and  of  uncommon  strength  and 
endurance,  bodily  and  mentally,  had,  since  her 
menses  made  their  first  appearance,  always  had  a 
very  copious  flow,  lasting  three  to  four  days,  and 


the  menses  with  great  regularity  returned  every 
twenty-one  days.  About  two  years  ago  she  under- 
went the  "  change  of  life."  Immediately  after  the 
menses  stopped,  vaginitis  set  in,  and  she  says  that 
the  burning  and  itching  she  suffered  day  and  night 
is  beyond  all  description,  and  it  had  resisted  every 
remedy  that  came  within  her  knowledge.  The 
flow  of  a  whitish  acrid  fluid  had  also  persistently 
continued.  When  the  case  was  explained  to  me  I 
recollected  that  grindelia  robusta  was  highly 
recommended.     I  therefore  put  up 

5(.    Extractis  gi-indelise  robustse  fluidi,  |  J. 
Aquae  pluvialis,  Jiv. 

M.  S.  Apply  an  injection  with  a  common  glass 
vaginal  syringe  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  and  apply 
the  mixture  to  the  parts  inflamed  externally  by 
wet  cloths,  changing  them  three  to  four  times  a 
day. 

About  a  week  afterwards  patient  reported  suc- 
cess to  my  wife,  saying,  "  Vour  stuff  is  boss  !  Have 
spent  the  first  few  days  for  years  without  suffering. 
Hope  it  will  last."  She  was  advised  to  keep  the 
mixture  about  the  house,  and  to  apply  it  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  slightest  symptom  of  vaginitis. — 
November  ^,  i8y8. 


M- 


Testing  Drugs. 

By  C.  W.  Hansen,  M.  D.,  Milwaukee,  Jan.  23, 1879.     . 

V  attention  has  been  called  to  an  article  under 
the  above  heading  in  the  January  number  of 
the  Chicago  Medical  Times,  by  Prof.  A.  J.  Howe, 
M.  D. 

The  learned  professor  is  relating  his  experience 
as  a  "tester,"  or  rather  "taster"  of  Frankenia 
grandifolia,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  yerba 
reuma.  Starting  out  with  the  astonishing  state- 
ment that  it  is  well  known  that  the  climate  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  is  not  favorable  to  the  development 
of  medicinal  qualities  of  plants  !  ! !  he  proceeds  to 
state  that  "his  credulity  is  itisulted"  with  regard 
to  yerba  reuma.     I  quote  from  his  article  : 

"  The  stem  and  branches  of  the  bush,  if  exam- 
ined with  a  magnifying  glass,  exhibit  crystals  of 
sea-salt  that  have  been  condensed  upon  the  weed 
as  it  grew  in  the  briny  breeze  of  the  California 
coast.  A  dead  tuft  of  grass  exposed  to  the  ocean 
vapors  would  gather  ciystals  of  chloride  of  sodium. 
....  If  the  therapeutist  will  taste  and  chew  a 
specimen  of  the  yerba  reuma,  he  will  get  the  salty 
flavor  first,  and  then  the  woody  inertness  pecuhar 
to  dead  vegetables  that  contain  no  sapid  qualities, 
whether  medicinal  or  not." 

Having  resided  for  several  years  in  California, 
and  being  familiar  with  the  yerba  reuma  in  its  na- 
tive habitat,  I  am  perhaps  qualified  to  express  an 
opinion  in  this  connection,  and,  judging  not  only 
from  Dr.  Howe's  statements,  but  also  those  of  Dr. 
W.  P.  Gibbons,  in  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal  (who  obtained  his  sample  of  "yerba 
reuma  "  from  the  same  source,  Cincinnati),  I  should 
judge  that  Dr.  Howe  had  been  testing  a  sample  of 
the  bryzopyrum  spicatum.  In  this  case  I  do  not 
wonder  at  the  learned  professor's  deductions,  as 
the  plant  in  question  would  produce  like  results 
in  the  "  taste." 

I  would  not  for  a  moment  suppose  that  Dr. 
Howe  would  appear  in  print  without  being  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  his  subject,  but  for  those  less 
informed  as  to  the  plants  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
and  with  the  conditions  governing  the  develop- 
ment of  their  medicinal  qualities,  I  will  state  that 
the  frankenia  grandiflora  grows  in  abundance  in 
some  of  the  arid  portions  of  the  Sacramento  valley, 
sotne  two  hundred  tniles  froj7t  the  sea,  and  separ- 
ated from  it  by  seven  or  eight  mountain  chains  or 
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ridg^es,  one  of  them  attaining  an  altitude  of  over 
8,000  feet.  How  a  man,  claiming  to  be  a  scientist, 
a  teacher  of  men,  can  for  a  moment  imagine  that 
the  "  briny  breeze  of  the  California  coast"  (quite 
poetical)  can  pass  over  chains  of  mountains,  cov- 
ered with  dense  forests,  and  finally  deposit  crystals 
of  chloride  of  sodium  on  a  small  weed  growing  200 
miles  inland,  is  a  mystery  to  me.  I  cannot  com- 
prehend it.  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to  have  my 
"  credulity  insulted  "  by  such  a  statement,  even  com- 
ing from  such  high  authority.  I  even  confess  my 
inability  to  believe  that  a  dead  tuft  of  grass  exposed 
to  the  ocean  vapors  should  to  any  appreciable  ex- 
tent become  impregnated  with  these  crystals,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  trees  and  innumerable  smaller 
plants  growing  to  the  very  verge  of  the  cliffs  bor- 
dering the  Pacific  ocean.  I  fear  Prof.  Howe  has 
heard  so  much  about  the  glorious  climate  of  Cali- 
fornia, that  it  has  led  him  to  believe  that  the  favored 
land  is  governed  by  separate  natural  laws,  that 
according  to  these  laws  medicinal  ,plants  are  ruled 
out  of  existence,  as  it  were,  and  that,  conseqently, 
it  becomes  a  sacrilege  for  Dr.  Bundy  and  others  to 
attempt  to  destroy  this  illusion. 

In  conclusion,  I  join  the  professor  in  requesting 
the  therapeutist  to  taste  and  chew  a  specimen  of 
yerba  reuma,  if,  back  of  the  salty  taste,  he  does 
not  find  a  strong  flavor  resembling  tea,  and  a  very 
decided  astringency,  then  I  confess  my  taste  to  be 
degraded  ;  otherwise  I  claim  that  Prof.  Howe,  in 
the  role  of  a  "taster,"  is  a  failure. 


Yellow  Fever  and  its  Fatal  Fear. 

By  A.  Eddmon,  M.  D.,  Tontogany,  O.,  Dec.  8th,  1878. 

]\/TUCH  has  been  said  and  written  about  yellow 
iVl  fever,  but  hardly  enough  to  satisfy  the  mind 
of  the  public  and  the  mind  of  the  physician.  The 
material  cause  of  yellow  fever  is  not  known.  It  is 
still  wrapped  in  great  obscurity.  Even  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  cause  would  not  necessarily  lead 
to  a  specific  for  its  eradication  from  the  body.  In 
every  case  of  yellow  fever  there  is  more  or  less  a 
chemical  and  dynamical  change  in  the  solid  and 
fluid  substances  of  the  patient.  The  body  is 
poisoned.  The  envenomed  or  pestilent  demon 
reigns,  an  absolute  monarch  upon  the  throne  of 
life,  and  defies  eradication.  This,  of  course,  is 
metaphorical,  not  literal,  because  disease  is  a  con- 
dition of  the  body,  and  not  an  entity  or  thmg. 
As  to  the  origin  of  the  fatal  disease,  very  little  is 
known.  The  highest  presumption  is,  that  it  origi- 
nates from  without,  and  that  it  is  a  gaseous,  volatile 
substance,  which  is  inhaled  through  the  nostrils  or 
mouth,  and  directly  conveyed  to  the  blood,  and 
through  this  channel  it  is  circulated  to  every  organ 
and  tissue  of  the  body  in  its  route.  This  ac- 
counts for  the  initial  and  only  paroxysm,  the  high 
temperature  (the  thermometer  showing  104  to  105 
degrees  Fahrenheit)  and  the  rapidity  of  the  pulse 
(120  to  130  a  minute). 

The  decomposition  and  fermentation  of  organic, 
and  especially  vegetable  matter,  is  highly  promo- 
tive of  the  disease.  This  was  the  presumptive 
cause  of  the  epidemic  which  occurred  several  years 
ago  at  Norfolk,  Va.  This  was  also  the  cause  of  the 
attack  in  Lima  and  Callao  (Peru)  in  1867.  De- 
caying animal  matter,  wharves  and  causeways 
filled  those  cities  with  poisonous  gases.  This  was 
the  more  probable  cause  of  the  disease  at  Shreve- 
port  in  1873  than  the  circus  from  Mexico.  Why  did 
not  the  circus  spread  yellow  fever  everywhere  it 
went,  or  at  most  of  the  places  }  Why  was  fever  in 
some  places  where  the  circus  had  not  been  ?  This 
history  proves  that  the  fever  may  originate  spontan- 
eously under  favorable  conditions,  the  way  it  has 
been  the  past  summer  through  our  southern  country. 


Transportation  by  ships  is  admitted,  because  a 
ship  may  carry  a  section,  as  it  were,  of  a  locality, 
with  all  its  conditions  and  atmosphere.  But  then, 
the  part  to  which  the  ship  goes  must  have  all  the 
conditions  rife  for  the  propagation  of  the  disease, 
or  its  "germs"  will  not  be  maintained  so  as  to 
cause  an  epidemic.  The  conclusion,  however,  is 
inevitable,  that  the  disease  may  and  does  originate 
where  it  prevails.  This  is  shown  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  frequently  limited  to  a  section  or  a  few 
squares  of  a  city,  and  the  removal  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  infected  regions  may,  and  often  does, 
stamp  out  the  pestilence.  It  is  very  questionable 
whether  the  germs  of  the  disease  are  ever  trans- 
ported by  families  in  clothing,  bedding,  merchan- 
dise, etc.  It  follows  from  this  that  no  personal  de- 
tention whatever,  other  than  of  those  ill,  for  neces- 
sary medical  treatment,  should  be  imposed  upon 
the  passengers  of  railroad  cars  or  vessels,  which 
have  yellow  fever  on  board,  or  come  from  an  infect- 
ed city.  There  are  no  facts' which  give  reason  for 
any  such  detention.  The  disease  is  a  specific,  con- 
tinued fever,  having  only  one  paroxysm.  There 
is  an  unmistakable  and  well  marked  period  of 
defervescence.  The  maximum  heat  of  the  body  is 
reached  very  rapidly,  for  the  most  part  in  the  first 
few  hours  of  first  day.  It  then  decreases  "  rather 
slow  and  long,"  generally  about  one  degree  for 
each  day,  until  it  reaches  98  or  96  degrees ;  but 
the  pulse  decreasing  with  the  temperature  in  all 
serious  or  fatal  cases,  continues  to  run  down  even 
to  the  low  stage  (on  the  tenth  day  or  sooner) 
of  45  pulsations  a  minute,  when  it  may  rapidly 
run  up  to  100  or  more,  become  imperceptible,  lost, 
and  the  patient  dies.  The  evidence  is  very  great 
to  show  that  most  cases  die  of  heart  exhaustion, 
the  consequence  of  structural  change  of  fatty  de- 
generation. After  assisting  in  seventeen  post-mor- 
tem examinations  I  found  that  the  heart,  liver  and 
kidneys  suffer  fearfully,  the  heart  in  the  greater 
number  of  instances  suffering  the  most.  The 
feebleness  of  this  organ  is  probably  more  rapidly 
developed  in  yellow  fever  than  in  any  other  disease. 
The  treatment :  From  the  seriousness  of  the 
disease,  the  vital  organs  affected,  the  sudden  shock 
to  the  sympathetic  nervous  system,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  no  one  but  an  experienced  physician 
should  treat  a  case  of  yellow  fever.  The  indica- 
tions are  plain  and  well  understood.  Arouse  the 
heart  to  increased  action  by  internal  and  external 
stimulation.  Every  indication  in  the  treatment  of 
yellow  fever,  as  we  commonly  see  it,  points  to  the 
heart  and  its  feebleness,  after  the  paroxysm  of 
fever  has  subsided.  What  kind  of  supporting 
treatment  to  adopt  can  only  be  determined  at  the 
bed-side.  There  is  no  specific  remedy  for  the  dis- 
ease. Quinine,  calomel,  sulphite  of  soda,  lime  or 
magnesia,  creasote,  carbolic  acid,  champagne,  etc., 
teas  and  gentle  sweatings  have  all  been  recom- 
mended, and  are  still  valuable  when  judiciously 
used.  The  benign  forces  of  nature  will  do  infi- 
nitely more  for  a  sufferer  than  any  person  who  has 
never  studied  the  wonderful  process  she  puts  to 
work  to  get  rid  of  poisonous  substances  and  dis- 
eased conditions.  One  of  the  very  best  prescrip- 
tions for  a  yellow  fever  patient  is  an  undisturbed 
mind  and  a  quiet  heart.  The  mind  and  emotions 
fret  the  sympathetic  nervous  system  into  a  galvanic 
tremor,  and  chill  and  curdle  the  blood.  In  T783, 
when  yellow  fever  raged  in  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Rush 
says,  among  the  causes  of  attack  of  the  fatal  mal- 
ady "there  was  a  sudden  paroxysm  of  fear." 
A  panic-stricken  people  are  more  susceptible  to 
epidemic  influence  than  those  who  are  quiet  and 
not  apprehensive.  The  heart  is  so  badly  diseased 
in  yellow  fever  that  the  patient  sTiould  not  be 
allowed  to  move  much  on  the  bed,     One  turn  in 
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bed  has  produced  such  a  strain  upon  "a  feeble 
heart  "  as  to  make  it  flutter  Hke  a  frightened  bird, 
and  getting  out  of  bed  had  such  an  effect  on  the 
patient  that  the  patient  sunk  back  exhausted  and 
died,  the  heart  being  too  feeble  to  hold  the  body 
up. 


New  Remedies. 

Extract  from  a  report  read  before  the  District  Medical 

Society  of  Central  Illinois,  Oct.  29,  1878,  l)y 

J.  G.  Harvey,  M.  D. 

THE  subject  of  new  remedies,  and  the  new  ap- 
plication of  old,  is  one  full  of  interest  to  every 
intelligent  physician,  and  one  which  is  too  much 
neglected.  My  conservatism  makes  me  loath  to 
part  with  an  old  for  a  new  and  untried  remedy, 
and  I  shall  bring  to  your  notice  only  such  articles 
as  have  been  used  and  tested  by  physicians  of 
known  veracity  and  ability.  I  have  long  felt  the 
need  of  some  more  efficient  remedies  in  chronic 
malarial  diseases,  chronic  catarrh,  habitual  consti- 
pation and  other  allied  affections,  and  will  notice 
particularly  a  few  of  the  new  remedies  which  have 
been  found  of  benefit  in  those  affections. 

Cascara  Sagrado. — This  is  a  shrub  found  in 
California,  and  introduced  through  the  house  of 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  by  J.  H.  Bundy,  M.  D.,  of  Cali- 
fornia. It  is  almost  a  specific  in  habitual  constipa- 
tion. Its  action  on  the  secretion  and  circulation  is 
positive,  and,  without  producing  either  nausea  or 
other  disturbances,  it  stimulates  and  improves  di- 
gestion. Experience  has  demonstrated  its  action 
to  be  principally  through  the  sympathetic  nervous 
system,  and  especially  the  solar  plexus.  The  re- 
ports of  its  use  from  a  large  number  of  physicians, 
and  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  strongly 
confirm  the  statements  of  Dr.  Bundy  as  to  the 
good  results  obtained  by  its  use  in  habitual  con- 
stipation, and  it  will  doubtless  take  its  place  in 
our  materia  medica  as  a  valuable  therapeutical 
agent. 

Grindelia  Robusta.—  Owt.  of  the  new  remedies 
lately  introduced  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ;  has 
acquired  a  high  place  as  a  therapeutical  agent  in 
affections  of  the  bronchials,  especially  in  asthma. 
Its  efficacy  in  these  diseases  has  been  so  thoroughly 
established  as  to  require  no  comment  from  me. 

Grindelia  Squarrosa. — Introduced  as  a  remedy 
in  chronic  malarial  diseases.  It  is  recommended 
in  enlargement  of  the  spleen  and  lymphatic  glands 
generally.  Dr.  Goss,  of  Georgia,  considers  it  a 
valuable  remedy  in  all  affections  of  the  glandular 
system,  and  advocates  its  use  in  leukaemia.  It  is 
given  in  20  drop  doses  of  the  fluid  extract,  three 
times  a  day. 

Verba  Reuma. — This  herb.  Dr.  Bundy  says, 
grows  near  the  foot  hills  of  the  coast  range  of 
mountains  in  California.  It  is  of  especial  service 
as  a  remedy  in  nasal  catarrh,  leucorrhoea,  dysentery, 
gonorrhoea,  and  in  fact  all  affections  of  the  mucous 
membranes.  I  have  been  using  it  in  nasal  catarrh 
with  benefit,  using  of  the  fl.  ext.  3  j  to  water 
I  viij,  and  snuffing  up  the  nostrils  three  times 
daily. 

Rhododendrofi  Maximum  (Deer  Tongue,  Laurel, 
or  Great  Laurel).  —  This  shrub  grows  on  the 
sides  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  It  was  first 
brought  to  notice  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Mulholland,  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  uses  it  in  obstinate  coughs  ;  it 
has  been  found  to  be  of  especial  benefit  in  bron- 
chitis and  chronic  catarrhal  affections,  which  have 
resisted  all  other  remedies. 

Verba  Santa. — Native  of  Mexico  and  California, 
with  properties  similar  to  the  above,  but  said  to 
have  especial  efficacy  in  the  relief  of  chronic  bron- 


chitis of  old  persons ;  its  medical  properties  are 
astringent,  tonic,  demulcent  and  balsamic  ;  it  is  also 
employed  in  gastric  catarrh,  hemorrhoids  and 
chronic  derangements  of  the  kidneys. 

Ustilago  Maidis. — This  drug  is  attracting  con- 
siderable attention  as  a  substitute  for  ergot  ;  it  is 
claimed  that  it  is  equal,  and  in  some  cases  superior 
to  ergot,  producing  clonic  instead  of  tonic  con- 
tractions of  the  uterus,  and  thus  more  nearly  stimu- 
lates natural  labor.  The  testimony  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  physicians  places  it  on  the  list  of  valuable 
oxytoxics  ;  its  cost  is  about  fifty  per  cent  less  than 
that  of  ergot  of  rye. 

Cerciis  Bonplaiidii. — One  of  the  cactus  family, 
introduced  by  Dr.  Kunze,  of  New  York.  It  is 
highly  recommended  in  functional  diseases  of  the 
heart,  palpitation,  etc.  It  has  also  been  used  in 
amaurosis,  with  benefit.  In  Mexico  it  is  used  as  a 
febrifuge. 

Cereus  Grandiflorus  is  a  remedy  similar  to  the 
above,  and  useful  in  a  similar  class  of  affections. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Goss  recommends  it  in  five-drop  doses 
to  relieve  the  distressing  palpitation  in  heart  dis- 
ease. 

We  are  indebted  to  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  for  a  his- 
tory of  most  of  these  new  remedies.  I  am  now  using 
the  fl.  exts.  manufactured  by  this  firm,  and  can 
bear  testimony  to  their  reliability.  We  frequently 
fail  to  get_the  expected  effect  of  a  new  remedy,  on 
account  of  the  counterfeit  and  faulty  specimens 
employed.  In  trying  any  of  these  new  remedies, 
be  sure  you  have  a  genuine  article  well  prepared  ; 
then  go  ahead. 


Veratrum  Viride. 

Bj-  Dr.  John  A.  Henning,  Red  Key,  Ind. 

1HAVE  been  using  this  valuable  agent  for 
twenty  years,  and  believed  I  knew  all  about  its 
action  and  power  in  the  system  ;  but  I  must  con- 
fess that  I  am  still  learning  from  its  uses  and  prop- 
erties. 

I  use  it  in  all  fevers  and  inflammatory  diseases, 
whether  acute  or  chronic. 

It  is  one  of  the  very  best,  safest,  speediest  seda- 
tives we  have  in  the  materia  medica.  I  prefer  the 
fluid  extract  made  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

I  suppose  the  great  majority  of  physicians  are 
well  acquainted  with  its  use  in  acute  disease  ;  but 
I  am  penning  these  thoughts  to  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profession  to  the  use  of  this  medicine 
in  diseases  in  which  it  is  not  commonly  used. 
And  in  order  to  prove  more  fully  its  therapeutic 
power,  I  will  report  cases  : 

I  was  called  to  see  two  children,  one  and  three 
years  old.  They  had  been  sick  two  days,  with  re- 
mittent fever.  On  my  first  visit  both  children 
were  in  convulsions,  and  had  been  for  one  hour 
before  my  arrival.  Pulse  120,  skin  hot  and  dry, 
tongue  white  coated.     I  prescribed  : 

IJ.    Fl.  ext.  verat.  viride,  3  j. 
Fl.  ext.  gelsemium,  3  j. 
Water,  Jiv. 

Dose,  teaspoonful  every  ten  minutes  until  con- 
vulsions ceased,  then  gave  teaspoonful  every  one 
or  two  hours,  to  maintain  pulse  at  about  80.  Also 
ordered  the  patients  sponged  in  warm  alkaline 
bath. 

The  convulsions,  in  both  cases,  soon  ceased. 
The  treatment  was  followed  up  with  proper  doses 
of  cinchonidia.  In  three  days  both  were  dis- 
charged cured.  But  in  many  cases  of  convulsions 
we  are  unable  to  give  veratrum  by  mouth  ;  in  those 
cases  give  three  to  ten  drops  by  hypodermic  in- 
jection in  the  right  arm,  and  the  convulsions  will 
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cease  in  a  few  minutes,  and  will  not  return  so  long 
as  the  patients  are  under  the  influence  of  the 
drug.     I  have  verified  this  in  numerous  cases. 

Last  evening  I  was  called  to  see  a  minister,  who 
fell  in  the  pulpit,  while  preaching,  with  an  epi- 
leptic fit.  By  the  time  I  arrived  he  had  partially 
recovered,  but  looked  wild,  and  knowing  that  he 
might  have  several  fits  during  the  night,  I  gave 
him,  by  hypodermic  injection,  five  drops  of  ve- 
ratrum.  He  rested  well  during  the  night,  had  no 
more  spasms,  and  this  morning  feels  well.  It  is 
claimed  by  some  physicians  to  be  very  excellent  in 
epilepsy  given  in  this  form.  But  let  me  say,  by 
experience  I  find  it  in  small  doses  to  be  an  excel- 
lent alterative  in  many  chronic  diseases.  Very 
few  remedies  will  equal  it. 

Last  September  1  was  called  to  see  a  boy,  ten 
years  old,  who  had  chorea  in  the  very  worst  form. 
He  was  in  constant  spasms,  day  and  night,  taking 
from  one  to  two  persons  to  keep  him  in  bed. 

I  gave  him  close  attention,  and  used  in  this  case 
the  leading  remedies,  such  as  cimicifuga,  cannabis 
indica,  Calabar  bean,  bromide  potassium,  chloro- 
form, nux  vomica  and  gelsemium,  in  proper 
doses,  without  effect,  and  without  even  giving  re- 
lief. The  pulse  all  this  time  was  about  120  ;  tem- 
perature 102  to  104. 

After  having  used  and  exhausted  the  best  treat- 
ment recommended  by  the  authorities,  I  con- 
cluded if  I  could  reduce  the  temperature  and  re- 
duce the  pulse  to  65°,  and  maintain  it  at  that,  that 
these  violent  symptoms  must  give  way.  At  this 
point  I  gave  lo-drop  doses  of  veratrum  every 
hour,  until  it  had  its  specific  effect.  In  twelve 
hours  pulse  came  to  80°  ;  spasms  giving  way. 
In  four  more  hours  pulse  66*^  ;  nearly  clear  of 
spasms.  I  then  decreased  daseto  five  drops  every 
two  hours.  But  the  family,  by  some  means,  neg- 
lected to  give  it  as  ordered,  and  spasms  returned 
and  the  pulse  ran  up  to  86°.  But  on  giving  the 
veratrum  again  every  hour,  and  maintaining  pulse 
at  66°,  the  spasms  entirely  ceased  and  the  boy 
made  a  perfect  recovery,  and  is  to-day  well.  In 
such  violent  cases  heroic  doses  must  be  given,  or 
it  will  have  no  effect. 

Then,  again,  we  have  severe  cases  of  post- 
partum hemorrhage,  where  immediate  relief  must 
be  given ;  then  give  20  to  30  drops  of  veratrum 
every  half-hour,  with  external  cold  application  to 
uterus,  and  the  relief  will  be  prompt.  If  space 
would  permit  I  could  give  cases  to  corroborate 
this  practice. 

Do  we  know  all  about  veratrum  viride  ?  I  con- 
fess I  do  not  ;  but  I  am  watching,  observing  and 
remembering  these  thoughts.  If  we  know  what 
effect  remedies  have,  then  give  to  effect  the  object 
sought,  we  will  neA'er  be  disappointed.  But  often, 
with  many  good  remedies,  we  either  give  too  much 
or  not  enough,  and  thus  lose  confidence. 

If  the  practitioner  will  give  the  veratrum  a  fair 
trial  in  the  above  named  diseases  he  will  not  be 
disappointed  ;  but  be  sure  to  have  z.  pure,  reli- 
able article. 

[Notwithstanding  the  gratifying  results  in  the 
cases  reported  by  Dr.  Henning,  we  should  advise 
considerable  care  in  the  use  of  this  powerful 
agent.  Two  minims  of  fluid  extract  of  veratrum 
viride  every  ten  minutes  to  a  child  a  year  old,  is 
what  we  should  regard  as  very  heroic  treatment, 
as  we  should  also  ten-drop  doses  every  hour  to  a 
boy  ten  years  of  age,  and  20  to  30  drops  every  half 
hour  in  post-partum  hemorrage.  However,  as  the 
doses  recommended  are  new,  we  should  be  pleased 
to  hear  more  about  them. — Ed.] 


The  Sabbatia  Stellaris. 

By  W.  S.  Newlon,  M.  D.,  Oswego,  Kan. 

1  DESIRE  to  give  a  few  facts  about  the  sab- 
batia stellaris,  growing  on  the  magnesian  lands 
of  the  lower  coal  measure.  Several  years  ago  I 
made  and  published  a  list  of  the  plants  of  South- 
east Kansas. 

As  the  country  had  been  settled  by  white  men 
a  few  years  only,  this  was  done  to  impart  to  those 
desiring  to  emigrate  here  a  knowledge  of  our 
flora.  At  the  same  time,  with  several  other  botan- 
ists in  different  parts  of  the  State,  I  was  em- 
ployed to  assist  Prof.  Carruth,  State  Botanist,  to 
prepare  a  Centennial  list  of  the  plants  of  Kansas. 
Several  counties  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Kan- 
sas, quite  a  large  territory,  were  assigned  to  the 
writer  to  examine.  The  Centennial  Plant  Lists,  in 
which  these  labors  were  c«llected,  were  published 
in  the  "  Kansas  State  Agricultural  Reports  "  for 
1876  and   1877. 

For  two  or  three  years  I  have  been  employed 
in  collecting  Kansas  plants,  and  in  this  it  was  that 
I  discovered  the  most  beautiful  maiden  of  all  our 
indigenous  plants,  the  sabbatia  stellaris. 

This  plant  was  named  for  Liberatus  Sabbatius, 
an  Italian  physician  of  over  one  hundred  years 
ago. 

The  sabbatia  angularis  is  known  to  the  medical 
world,  and  bears  a  high  reputation  as  a  tonic,  and 
is  well  described  in  the  "  United  States  Dispensa- 
tory," page  722,  but  the  sabbatia  stellaris,  of  the 
same  genera,  never  was,  to  my  knowledge. 

The  gentiana  quinqueflora,  frasera  and  sab- 
batia are  all  of  the  same  natural  order,  and  all 
bear  a  high  repute  in  medicine. 

From  my  limited  knowledge  of  the  sabbatia 
stellaris  I  take  it  to  be  a  reliable  tonic  and  anti- 
periodic,  useful  in  convalescence  from  fevers,  and 
m  debility  of  the  whole  system  from  any  cause. 
In  weakness  of  the  digestive  organs  from  dys- 
pepsia, or  any  cause,  the  sabbatia  is  a  valuable 
agent. 

Relapsing  malarial  fevers  may  be  cured  by  it 
very  often. 

The  sabbatia  is  so  destitute  of  tannic  acid  that 
it  may  be  combined  with  the  chloride  of  iron,  in 
solution,  and  with  other  preparations  of  iron  in- 
compatible with  many  other  vegetable  bitters. 

For  sick  headaches  from  deranged  digestion  the 
sabbatia  is  also  a  valuable  medicine,  and  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  miasmatic  fever  it  will  stand  very  high. 
It  also  is  a  good  appetite  maker. 

The  following  cases  speaks  for  themselves  :  Mrs 
B.,  aged  55  years,  suffered  with  an  attack  of 
pernicious  fever.  During  her  sickness,  which  was 
severe,  there  was  great  hepatic  and  gastric  conges- 
tion, and  when  the  fever  was  cured  there  remained 
weakness  of  the  whole  system,  atony  of  the  stom- 
ach and  want  of  appetite.  I  gave  her  the  follow- 
ing: 
B.    Fl.  ext.  sabbatia  stellaris,  1  j. 

Fifty  drops  to  be  taken  every  four  hours  in  day 
time.  Three  days  afterward  the  patient  felt 
stronger,  wanted  to  eat  and  the  stomach  began  to 
perform  its  function  better,  and  her  food  no  longer 
soured  as  it  did. 

I  have  been  using  a  fluid  extract  of  the  sabbatia 
stellaris  in  my  practice  among  the  sick  here  with 
very  gratifying  results.  The  first  case  was  for 
young  Dudley  D.,  for  ague,  for  whom  I  made  the 
following  prescription : 
!1^.    Hydrarg.  cum  creta,  gr.  xv. 

Divide  into  three  powders  of  five  grains  each,  and 
give  one  every  three  hours,  followed  by  a  cathartic 
of  sulph.  magnesia  three  hours  after  last.     At  the 
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same  time,  during  the  absence  of  fever,  he  was  to 
take  the  following : 

E.    Fl.  ext.  sabbatia  stellaris,   1  i. 

Forty  drops  to  be  taken  every  three  or  four  hours. 
Three  days  from  date  of  prescription  the  patient 
reported  to  me  sound  and  well. 

The  next  case  upon  which  I  tried  the  new  remedy 
was  Miss  Celia  C,  age  13,  for  night  sweats. 

5-    Fl.  ext.  sabbatia  stellaris,  §  i. 

Fifty  drops  to  be  taken  every  four  hours,  until  all 
is  given.  Two  days  after  giving  the  medicine  the 
girl's  mother  reported  that  the  sweats  had  disap- 
peared. 

This  case  was  one  that  occurred  during  convales- 
cence from  malarial  fever.  1  have  used  the  sabba- 
tia in  several  other  cases  in  my  practice  with  good 
results.  One  case  in  a  colored  man  for  periodic 
sciatica,  or  sciatic  neuralgia,  and  another  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  ague. 

I  would  urge  on  physicians  to  use  this  medi- 
cine, that  they  may  become  acquainted  with  its 
properties.  I  believe  it  will  not  be  found  unworthy 
of  their  confidence  and  labors. 


New  Remedies  in  Practice. 

By  H.  A.  Baker,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  O. 

1HAVE  made  repeated  trials  of  both  the  cascara 
sagrada  and  the  berberis  aquifolium,  and  do  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  them  both  very  valuable  ad- 
ditions  to   the   materia   medica.      1   know   of  no 


remedy  for  habitual  constipation  that  is  at  all  equal 
to  the  cascara,  as  it  gives  uniform  results,  always 
producing,  when  taken  in  a  proper  manner,  regular, 
natural,  and  painless  evacuations,  and  in  a  large 
oroportion  of  cases  giving  entire  relief  in  a  few 
weeks. 

Of  course  cases  will  arise  in  which  the  experi- 
enced physician  will  see  the  propriety  of  making 
various  combinations,  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  cascara  should,  and  soon  will  constitute 
either  the  whole  or  an  important  part  of  a// remedies 
prescribed  for  constipation  of  the  bowels. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  weary  you  or  your 
readers  with  detailed  statements  of  cases,  the  re- 
sult of  which  could  only  be  to  confirm  the  conclu- 
sions above  stated. 

I  have  used  the  berberis  mostly  in  combination 
with  the  "old  reliable"  alteratives,  iodide  potassium 
and  mercurials,  and  find  that  it  adds  greatly  to  the 
potency  of  these  remedies. 

Another  very  important  advantage  gained  by  the 
combination  is,  that  the  berberis  seems  to  possess 
the  quality  of  preventing  the  depressing  effect  on 
digestion,  and  the  vital  forces  generally,  which  vve 
have  learned  to  expect  from  the  administration  of 
mercurial  alteratives.  I  have  found  patients  to 
maintain  a  good  appetite  all  through  the  treatment 
of  secondary  syphilis,  and  even  to  gain  in  flesh, 
while  taking  full  doses  of  potass,  iodide  and  bi- 
chloride mercury,  when  this  was  combined  with  a 
liberal  amount  of  the  berberis,  a  most  desirable 
consummation  that  I  have  never  been  able  to  reach 
in  any  other  way. 


Correspondence. 


Improved  Extract  Malt. 

I  have  prescribed  extensively  in  my  practice  your 
improved  extract  malt  preparations,  through  my 
druggist,  Enos  Reed,  of  this  city.  I  can  recom- 
mend them  as  valuable  remedies  in  the  treatment 
of  throat  and  lung  diseases. 

T.  F.  DAVIDSON,  M.  D. 

Portsmouth,  O.,  Sept.  30,  1878. 


Daraiana. — Ustilago, 

I  have  used  damiana,  but  with  very  moderate 
success,  probably  owing  to  the  unreliable  fl.  ext. 
employed.  I  liave  used  the  fl.  ext.  useilago  in  two 
cases  of  passive  hemorrhage,  and  have  been  as 
well  satisfied  as  if  ergot  had  been  prescribed. 
Respectfully  yours, 

J.  M.    BIGELOW,  M.  D. 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  28,  1878. 


Ustilago  Maidis. 

I  had  a  case  of  very  tedious  labor,  in  which  the 
pelvis  was  very  small ;  the  child  weighed  eight 
pounds.  She  was  in  labor  forty-eight  hours.  I 
kept  the  pains  up  by  using  the  ustilago  maidis, 
and  am  well  pleased  with  it.  I  don't  think  I 
could  have  brought  the  case  through  favorably 
with  any  other  known  remedy.  It  answered  all 
my  expectations. 

R.  E.  GLOVER,  M.  D. 

Bell  Center,  Wis. 


Fucus  Vesiculosus. 

I  have  been  using  several  of  your  new  prepara- 
tions, and  must  say  am  highly  pleased  with  the  re- 
sults of  all. 

The  fucus  vesiculosus  has  done  good  work.   Our 


druggist  received  §  xvi  of  Tilden  &  Co.,  which  in 
my  hands  was  worse  than  nothing.  Our  druggist 
keeps  hardly  anything  but  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
preparations.     Yours  respectfully, 

J.  W.  BRINKERHOFF. 
BURBANK,  O.,  Dec.  II,  1878. 


New  Remedies. 

I  have  used  with  satisfaction  the  following  ar- 
ticles, and  believe  that  they  will  accompUsh  all  that 
is  claimed  for  them  when  exhibited  at  proper  times 
and  in  proper  doses  :  Virburnuin  prunifolium,  cas- 
cara sagrada,  yerba  sanla,  kava  kava,  grindelia 
robusta.  The  medicated  tablets  of  potass.,  car- 
bolic acid  and  santonine  et  podophillin  are  a  con- 
venient manner  of  administering  these  articles  to 
adults  as  well  as  children.  In  my  practice,  the 
berberis  aquifohum  does  not  appear  to  prove  all 
that  is  claimed  for  it.  In  several  cases  I  have  been 
obliged  to  fall  back  on  my  old  remedies,  which 
give  me  better  satisfaction.     Truly  yours, 

C.  H.  YELVINGTON,  M.  D. 

Susquehanna,  Pa.,  Jan.,  1879. 


New  Remedies. 

I  am  finding  some  of  your  new  remedies  very 
efficient  in  the  diseases  for  which  they  are  recom- 
mended. All  I  have  thus  far  fairly  tried  have  met 
my  expectations,  and  have  fully  equaled  your  re- 
commendations. The  great  expense  attending  the 
testing  of  new  medicines,  their  high  price,  poor 
patients,  etc.,  is  all  that  deters  me  at  present  from 
using  them  more  freely. 

The  cascara  sagrada  is  all  that  any  physician 
could  desire  for  the  troubles  for  which  it  is  recom- 
mended. THEOS.  FRAVEL,  M.  D, 

Westville,  Ind.,  Jan.  7,  1879. 
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Damiana. 

Having  had  occasion  to  recommend  your  dami- 
ana in  some  eight  or  ten  cases  of  debility  of  the 
urino-genital  organs  in  both  sexes  (I  give  of  the 
Huid  ext.  in  3  ii  doses  every  four  hours,  combining 
every  3  ii  with  gtt.  v  cannabis  indica),  I  take  this 
method  of  saying  to  you  that  I  think  it  a  most  ex- 
cellent and  efficacious  remedy  for  the  above  and 
similar  complaints,  and  would  solicit  all  engaged  in 
the  healing  art  to  give  it  a  trial,  as  I  do  consider 
this  class  of  diseases  one  which  as  a  profession, 
we  are  not  well  prepared  to  meet. 

I  am  yours,  C.  WIENSMA,  M.  D. 

Litchfield,  Meeker  Co.,  Minn. 


Ustilago. 

I  have  used  ustilago  in  three  cases  of  dys- 
menorrhoea.  We  are  all  aware  that  this  disease  is 
owing  to  an  irritable  or  morbid  state  of  the  uterus, 
or  nerves  connected  with  it,  and  is  often  unyielding 
in  its  nature,  and  difficult  to  cure.  In  one  case  of 
six  years'  standing,  that  of  a  young  lady,  with  the 
nervous  temperament  predominating,  giving  rise  to 
a  neuralgic  form  of  the  disease,  the  ustilago  worked 
like  a  charm.  I  prescribed  it  in  3  ss  doses  three 
days  before  the  expected  time,  and  to  her  astonish- 
ment she  was  entirely  free  from  pain  when  the 
menses  commenced.  Her  general  health  is  im- 
proving rapidly,  she  having  used  the  ustilago  only 
on  two  occasions,  before  the  monthly  flow,  and 
each  time  has  been  free  from  pain. 

The  other  two  cases  were  not  of  such  long  stand- 
ing, and  yielded  kindly  to  the  influence  of  the  usti- 
lago. It  is  truly  a  wonderful  remedy,  and  I  am 
using  it  in  a  case  of  spermatorrhoea,  and  will  report 
its  action  in  due  time.  DR.  OLIVER. 

Beacon,  Iowa,  Dec.  30,  1878. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. 

I  have  tested  the  berberis  aquifolium,  combined 
with  iod.  potass,  in  the  worst  case  of  syphilis  and 
scrofula,  in  no  less  than  one  dozen  of  cases,  and 
the  result  I  obtained  was  very  satisfactory  ;  in  fact 
I  never  found  any  remedy  possessing  the  anti- 
syphilitic  power  that  berberis  aquifolium  does. 
My  formula  is  as  follows  : 

B.   Fl.  ext,  berberis  aquifolium,  5  iij. 
Iod.  potass,  3  iv. 
Simp,  syrup,  q.  s.  ad  Jviii. 

M.  Sig.     One  tablespoonful  four  times  daily. 
I  have  used  many  kinds  of  the   berberis  from 
almost  every   pharmacy,    and    find  none   equal   to 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s. 
Respectfully, 

J.  JACKSON  CRIDER,  M.  D. 
O.TTUMWA,  Iowa,  Nov.  6,  1878, 


A  Cancer  Case — Berberis  Aquifolium. 

In  looking  over  my  note  to  you  I  find  it  a  little 
blind.  I  spoke  of  an  attending  physician;  I  meant 
one  who  was  prescribing  for  a  cancer  case.  I  sug- 
gested the  medicine  referred  to  (berberis  aquifo- 
lium) and  said  it  was  recommended  for  cancer,  as 
well  as  syphilis,  eruptive  diseases,  etc.,  and  that, 
too,  in  your  journal. 

Had  I  time,  and  were  it  necessary  in  order  to 
bring  others  of  the  new  preparations  described  in 
your  journal  before  the  profession  such  as  I  have 
been  using,  I  would  say  more,  but,  as  I  regard  it, 
the  weakest  wheel  in  the  wagon  makes  the  most 
noise,  so  I  will  add  no  more. 

In  haste,  yours,  A.  BELDING,  M.  D. 

Ravenna,  Portage  Co.,  O.,  Nov.  2,  1878. 


Cascara    Sagrada  —  Sick    Headache  —  Habitual 
Constipation. 

I  have  been  using  cascara  sagrada  in  a  number 
of  cases  with  the  most  happy  results.  Am  now 
using  it  in  a  case  of  that  most  obstinate  of  all  dis- 
eases, inherited  sick  headache.  My  patient,  Mrs. 
H.,  had  a  spell  of  the  headache  once  a  week,  last- 
ing from  two  to  three  days.  She  has  been  taking 
the  tincture  sagrada  in  half  teaspoonful  doses  two 
and  three  times  daily  for  eight  weeks,  and  has  had 
but  one  sick  spell  since  she  began  it.  She  says 
she  would  not  do  without  it  if  it  cost  one  hun- 
dred dollars  a  bottle.  As  a  remedy  for  habitual 
constipation,  it  is  par  excellence,  the  best  I  have 
ever  tried.  The  bitter  taste  can  be  entirely  re- 
moved by  eating  a  piece  of  dry  cake  or  bread,  or  a 
few  crackers  after  taking. 

J.  G.  HARVEY,  M.  D. 

Grove  City,  111.,  Jan.  6th,  1879. 


Back  Numbers,  Etc. 

I  write  for  you  to  send  me  some  of  the  back 
numbers  of  New  Preparations,  viz.,  any  one  or 
two  which  may  contain  reports  of  fluid  extract 
berberis  aquifolium,  as  used  for  cancer.  I  have 
already  on  hand  the  July  and  October  numbers, 
Vol.  I,  1877,  and  the  April  number.  Vol.  II,  1878. 
I  had  several  more  numbers,  and  I  think  some  of 
them  contained  reports  as  above  stated,  but  that 
is  contradicted  here  by  an  attending  physician, 
who  thinks  it  only  recommended  in  syphilis,  erup- 
tive diseases,  etc.  Please  send  me  your  back 
numbers  which  contain  a  full  history  of  some  of 
the  new  remedies — the  January,  or  No.  i.  Vol.  I, 
together  with  your  charges,  and  I  will  remit.  I 
have  great  faith  in  several  of  the  new  prepara- 
tions described  in  your  journal,  and  among  the 
list  I  will  mention  the  cascara  sagrada,  a  remedy 
which  I  believe  Dr.  Bundy,  of  California,  has  the 
credit  of  bringing  before  the  profession ;  but,  as  I 
do  not  feel  capable  of  eulogizing  such  a  benefactor, 
I  will  not  attempt  it.  But  allow  me  here  to  say 
that  for  chronic  constipation,  I  have  never  found 
its  equal  in  many  years'  practice. 

A.  BELDING,  M.  D. 

Ravenna,  Portage  Co.,  O.,  Nov.  2,  1878. 


Jaborandi. 

I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  been  using  jaborandi 
very  largely  in  several  complaints.  I  found  it  to 
be  of  great  advantage  in  producing  the  eruption  in 
measles  ;  also  found  it  of  great  service  in  diphtheria, 
where  there  is  a  complication  of  the  bronchial 
tubes,  and  cases  that  before  its  use,  had  proved 
fatal,  I  have  succeeded  in  raising  since  I  com- 
menced to  use  the  drug.  I  use  just  enough  fl.  ext. 
jaborandi  to  produce  perspiration,  and  keep  it  up, 
but  not  enough  to  produce  the  weakenmg  effects 
that  can  be  obtained  from  the  drug.  Grindelia 
robusta  I  have  used  very  largely  in  acute  and 
chronic  broncho-asthma.  I  have  treated  over  100 
cases  within  the  last  year  with  success  : 

^.   Grindelia  robusta,  fl.  ext.,  jss. 
Yei-ba  santa,  fl.  ext.,   I  ss. 
Glycerine,  Ij. 
Syrup  simplex,  q.  s.,  5  iv. 

M.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day.  With 
attention  to  other  points  in  the  case,  I  have  as  a  rule 
succeeded.  I  am  using  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  new 
remedies  very  largely,  but  will  not  report  any  more 
at  this  time.  Hoping  to  hear  from  some  M.  D.  of 
the  above  maladies  and  remedies,  I  remain  your 
friend,  J.  D.  FREEMAN,  M.  D. 

Cawker  City,  Mitchel  Co.,  Kans. 
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Salicylic  Acid. 

There  is  from  me  an  extract  of  a  letter  on 
pages  9  and  10  of  Vol.  II,  New  Prepara- 
tions, giving  the  best  formula  I  then  had 
knowledge  of,  for  using  salicylic  acid,  but  with 
which  I  was  not  well  pleased,  on  account  of 
some  unpleasant  effects  produced  in  some  cases, 
and  I  might  have  added,  some  trouble  in  mixing, 
because  of  the  effervescence  that  ensued  ;  and  then 
desired  some  one  to  give  us  a  better  formula. 
J.  D.  Looney,  M.  D.,  of  Brinkley,  Ark.,  on  page 
86  of  the  same  volume,  gives  us  one,  which  he  says 
produces  no  unpleasant  effects.  I  feel  under  many 
obligations  to  Dr.  Looney  for  the  information  he 
gives  us,  and  expect  to  use  his  formula  if  necessity 
requires  it ;  but  some  time  before  it  was  published 
I  received  one  from  my  friend  W.  S.  Glover,  M.  D., 
of  Cole  Co.,  Mo.,  and  was  so  well  satisfied  with  it, 
I  have  not  yet  used  Dr.  Looney's.  The  following 
is  Dr.  Glover's  formula : 

9.    Salicylic  acid,  3  j. 
Glycerine,  3  3. 
Acetate  potassa,  3  j. 
Aqua  pura,  3  j. 

Sig.  From  one  teaspoonful  to  a  tablespoonful 
every  one  to  three  hours,  according  to  circum- 
stances. 

I  have  used  this  prescription  in  several  cases  of 
acute  and  subacute  rheumatism,  with  satisfactory 
results.  I  generally  order  it  given  in  syrup 
simplex. 

W.  M.  DODSON,  M.  D. 

West  Glaize,  Mo.,  Jan.  28th,  1878. 


Eucalyptus — Grindelia  Robusta. 

I  have  to  report  the  most  gratifying  results  from 
the  quite  extensive  use  of  your  preparations, 
especially  the  eucalyptus  and  grindelia  robusta,  my 
cases  verifying  most  fully  the* elaborate  and  full 
report  in  the  April,  1877,  number  of  your  paper.  I 
will  not  therefore  trespass  on  your  space  to  reca- 
pitulate further  than  to  report  the  perfect  and 
permanent  cure  of  a  young  man  22  years  of  age, 
thought  to  be  far  gone  with  consumption.  This 
treatment  I  commenced  four  years  ago,  just 
after  his  previous  medical  attendant  had  decided 
that  nothing  could  be  done  for  him.  No  other 
remedy  was  given  except  the  eucalyptus  in  half- 
drachm  doses  three  times  a  day,  with  a  generous 
instead  of  a  starving  diet.  For  the  purpose  of 
testing  remedies,  I  give  only  one  at  a  time  uncom- 
bined,  so  that  we  can  the  better  estimate  the  re- 
sults. This  remedy  seemed  to  regulate  all  the  se- 
cretions and  excretions  in  such  satisfactory  man- 
ner that  no  adjuvants  or  correctives  were  required. 
I  have  to  report  the  successful  use  of  the  grindelia 
robusta  in  eight  cases  of  the  so-called  hay  fever  (to 
some  extent  I  believe  a  misnomer)  last  year,  and  I 
am  preparing  the  medicine  for  other  cases  who 
have  applied  to  me  in  consequence  of  my  success- 
ful relief,  and  it  is  hoped  cure,  of  my  last  year's 
cases.  The  coming  season  will  determine  the 
permanency  of  the  cures  in  those  cases.     I  get  my 


medicines  of  Morrison,  Plumber  &  Co.,  druggists, 
of  Chicago.  I  will  add  that  I  have  prescribed 
these  two  remedies  for  inebriation,  giving  them 
alternately,  the  eucalj^ptus  in  the  morning  and 
grindelia  at  night.  LEWIS  DODGE,  M.  D. 

Chicago,  July  12th,  1878. 

Cascara  Sagrada — Toxical  Effects. 

Having  read  your  notice  in  regard  to  the  use  of 
cascara  sagrada,  I  have  been  trying  it  in  several 
cases  with  uniform  success.  I  have  seen  nothing 
in  regard  to  its  poisonous  effect,  so  will  give  you  a 
little  experience  of  my  own.  Mrs.  S.,  age  35,  con- 
sulted me  December  13th;  complained  of  occa- 
sional attack  of  headache.  Bowels  habitually  cos- 
tive, digestion  imperfect ;  is  nursing,  child  cries 
nearly  all  the  time.  I  prescribed  the  medicine  in 
half-drachm  doses  every  six  hours.  I  was  called 
to  see  her  in  two  hours.  She  had  taken  near  two 
drachms,  being,  as  she  expressed  it,  "hard  to 
physic."  I  found  her  pulse  135,  respiration  less 
than  normal,  strong  tendency  to  sleep,  pulse  very 
feeble,  not  quite  regular,  pupils  normal,  com- 
plained of  great  numbness  in  limbs,  sick  at  stom- 
ach, some  attempts  at  vomiting,  skin  cool  with 
hot  flashes,  temperature  normal.  I  prescribed 
sp.  ammonia,  3  j  every  hour,  largely  diluted,  sina- 
pism to  stomach.  She  slept  well  after  2  A.  M., 
was  all  right  jn  the  morning,  no  headache,  bowels 
moved  freely  in  six  hours  after  taking  medicine.  I 
know  nothing  of  the  physiological  action  of  the 
cascara,  but  this  case  looked  like  one  of  slight 
poisoning  by  veratrum  viride  or  aconite.  If  you 
possess  acurate  knowledge  on  this  point  I  would 
like  to  hear  from  you,  as  I  think  it  an  invaluable 
remedy  for  that  bane  of  our  art,  habitual  consti- 
pation. Yours  with  respect, 

J.  A.  HOBSON,  M.  D. 

Flushing,  Dec.  23d.  1878. 

[We  have  never  had  any  reports  tending  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  it  contained  anything  poisonous. 
It  may  contain  some  alkaloid,  which  in  large 
doses,  would  act  identically  with  it.  We  have  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  preparations  are  on  the  market 
marked  compound  of  Buckthorn  Bark  and  Strych., 
or  other  alkaloids,  and  think  there  may  have  been 
some  such  sophisticated.  Be  kind  enough  to  state 
by  return  mail  whose  you  have  been  using. — Ed.] 


Cincinnati,  O.,  December  20th,  1878. 

Editor  New  Preparations  : 

Sir — Thuya  or  Thuja,  which  ?  You  advertise 
thuya  (arbor  vitse).  Dr.  Vancleve  talks  of  thuja, 
as  also  do  Merrell  &  Co.  Which  is  the  correct 
orthography.'     Yours,  etc., 

J.  B.  Campbell. 

[Our  orthography  (thuya)  is  from  the  U.  S. 
Dispensatory.  Hobbs,  however,  spells  it  with  a 
"  j,"  and  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  which  is  the 
more  correct. — Ed.] 
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Editorial. 


The  Trial  of  New  Remedies. 

CONSERVATISM  is  undoubtedly  an  important 
element  in  all  substantial  progress,  but  there 
is  no  lack  of  example  to  prove  that  its  inordinate 
rule  is  an  incubus  to  improvement.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  determine  whether  radicalism  or  old 
fogyism  is  the  greatest  foe  to  true  advancement. 
These  general  statements  apply  to  nothing  with 
more  force  than  to  medicine.  The  importance  of 
a  proper  circumspection  in  these  days  of  the  in- 
troduction of  new  things  must  be  conceded,  but 
there  is  a  bare  possibility  of  being  too  suspicious. 
Unfortunately,  all  men  are  not  honest,  and  it  would 
be  credulity  unpardonable  to  pin  one's  faith  to  the 
dictum  of  every  claimant  to  indorsement ;  but  when 
an  individual  whose  reputation  for  honesty  of 
purpose  has  been  satisfactorily  tested  asks  for  an 
honest  trial  of  anything  which  he  may  introduce, 
it  would  be  unjust  to  condemn  what  he  offers 
without  first  submitting  it  to  the  desired  test. 

The  pioneers  in  all  departments  of  progress  are 
entitled  to   honor  and  respect,  but  the  fact  that 
they  are  pioneers  is  not  alone  sufficient  to  entitle 
them  to  credence.     Confidence  is  a  plant  of  slow- 
growth,  and  no  one  who  has  achieved  such  a  repu- 
tation as  would  justify  the  public  in  relying  on  his 
integrity,  could  afford,  if  only  from  a  mere  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  deliberately  to  practice   an 
imposition  which   would  be  certain  of  detection. 
In  the  matter  of  any  medicine  the  name  of  the 
manufactui^er    either   commends  or   condemns  it. 
We  could  point   to  manufacturing  chemists  who 
once  enjoyed  a  reputable  name,  but  who,  through 
"ways  that  were  dark  and  tricks  that  were  vain," 
which  they  practiced  in    their  inordinate  avarice, 
have  alienated  the  support   of  the  profession  and 
have  impaired  their  financial  standing  to  such  a  de- 
gree that  their  paper   is  worthless.     No  manufac- 
turing pharmacist  that  hopes  to  be  pecuniarily  suc- 
cessful can  afford  to  be  otherwise  than  perfectly 
square   in  his   dealings,  while  any   deliberate  at- 
tempt  at   a    fraud   would  be    deliberate   suicide. 
This  being  the  case,  to  suppose  that  a  house  of 
any  standing  would  place  before  the  profession  a 
remedy  of  insufficient  intrinsic  worth  to  justify  a 
trial  of  it  would  be  to  suppose  such  a  house  to  be 
devoid  of  common  sense. 

These  remarks  are  prompted  by  the  insinuations 
which  have  been  sought  to  be  made  against  the 
firm  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  and  the  new  remedies 
which  they  have  had  the  honor  of   introducing  to 


the  medical  profession  within  the  last  few  years. 
The  attempt  to  lessen  the  confidence  which  the  pro- 
fession have  learned  to  place  in  this  house  has  been 
malicious  and  gratuitous  in  the  extreme,  and  it  is 
but  meet  that  it  has  been  so  promptly  frowned 
down  as  it  has  been  by  the  medical  press  of  the 
country.  We  copy  elsewhere  extracts  from  several 
journals  on  the  subject,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  even  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  which  in  an  unguarded  moment  suffered 
itself  to  be  made  the  medium  through  which  the 
slander  was  uttered,  has  made  the  amende  honor- 
able. In  the  interest  of  legitimate  progress  in 
therapeutics,  in  which  branch  of  medicine,  accord- 
ing to  J.  Milner  Fothergill,  of  London,  America 
already  leads  the  world,  every  medical  journal  in 
the  country  should  raise  its  voice  in  condemnation 
of  the  unprovoked  attack  on  the  enviable  reputa- 
tion which  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  won 
for  themselves. 

The  manufacturing  house  which  risks  its  capital 
in  developmgthe  as  yet  comparatively  uncultivated 
woods  and  fields  of  America  with  a  view  of  bring- 
ing out  their  hidden  therapeutic  stores,  deserves  the 
commendation  and  substantial  support  of  the  medi- 
cal profession.  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  are 
pioneers  in  the  good  work ;  they  have  invested  a 
large  amount  of  capital  in  the  enterprise  ;  they  are 
honorable  men,  and  their  standing  in  commercial 
circles  is  a  guarantee  that  any  of  the  candidates 
in  the  way  of  new  drugs,  which  they  present  for 
professional  favor  is  at  least  entitled  to  a  candid 
trial.  The  profession  owes  it  to  itself  that  every 
effort  made  to  enlarge  and  render  more  efficient 
the  armamentarium  against  disease,  should  receive 
its  cordial  sympathy  and  support. 


A  "Tester"  of  New  Drugs. 

''PHE  article  by  Dr.  A.  J.  Howe  in  the  Chicago 
A  Medical  Times  and  reprinted  under  the  head 
of  "Clippings"  in  this  issue  of  New  Prepara- 
tions is  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  caliber  of  some  of  the  guns  which  have  been 
firing  at  the  new  remedies  introduced  by  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  this  city.  The  criticisms 
by  Dr.  Bundy,  of  California,  and  Hansen,  of  Wis- 
consin, also  published  in  this  issue,  are  so  effective 
that  we  need  not  do  more  than  refer  our  readers 
to  them. 

The  reputation  of  the  drug  to  which  the  astute 
Howe  refers  can  scarcely  be  very  seriously  affected 
by  this  profound  scientist's  (?)  disapproval  of  them. 
If  the  drugs  and  their  introducers  must  needs  be 
maligned,  and  they  had  their  own  selection  of  the 
maligner,  they  could  scarcely  make  choice  of  one 
less  dangerous.  The  condemnation  of  a  man 
whose  utterances  convict  him  of  so  much  igno- 
rance, is  very  praise.  "The  flippant  loquacity  of 
his  half  knowledge,"  as  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
puts  it,  would  be  amusing  were  it  not  a  fact  that 
this  Howe  is  a  teacher  of  medicine  and  an  editor 
of  a  medical  journal !     Save  the  mark  ! 
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Proposed  Additions  to  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. 

THE  committee  on  the  revision  of  the  U.  S. 
Pharmacopoeia  have  proposed  to  add  some 
thirty  new  articles  to  the  list  of  crude  drugs. 
Among  them  no  less  than  eight  were  introduced 
to  the  profession  by  Messrs.  ,Parl<e,  Davis  &  Co., 
of  this  city,  while  a  number  of  the  others  are  in- 
debted to  this  same  firm  for  having  acquired  suffi- 
cient prominence  to  be  proposed  in  this  connection. 


John  Barclay  Biddle,  M.  D. 

IT  is  with  pain  we  learn  from  the  Medical  Record 
of  the  decease  of  our  former  friend.  Dr.  Bid- 
die,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age.  Twenty- 
four  years  ago,  when  we  first  made  his  acquain- 
tance he  was  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  a  so- 
cial, genial  gentleman  of  the  Philadelphia  school. 
In  his  demise  the  profession  has  lost  a  talented 
member  and  his  family  a  kind  and  indulgent  parent. 
May  our  loss  be  his  gain.     "  Requiescat  in  pace." 


Book  Reviews. 


The  Nevy  York  Medical  Journal  for  January, 
published  by  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  and  edited  by 
James  B.  Hunter,  M.  D.,  is  received.  We  wel- 
come this  old  stand-by  to  our  exchange  list.  $4  per 
annum.  One  of  the  best  and  cheapest  journals  in 
the  country. 

The  National  Medical  Review  has  made  its 
bow  to  the  medical  world.  It  is  a  neat  monthly 
of  44  pages,  and  edited  by  Walter  S.  Wejls,  M.  D. 
We  cordially  welcome  it  to  our  exchange  list,  and 
wish  it  a  successful  career.  $3  per  annum  in  ad- 
vance. 

College  Announcements  Received. — Twenty- 
sixth  annual  announcement  of  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Vermont  for  the  year 
1879.     Burlington,  Vt. 

Annual  announcement  and  circular  of  the  Long 
Island  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Colle- 
giate year  1878-9. 

Toledo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Vol.  3, 
No.  I,  for  January,  is  on  our  table  improved  in  all 
respects,  "Communications,"  "Editorial,"  paper 
and  printing.  Evidently  the  "Toledo  war"  was  a 
good  thing  for  Toledo.  Yet  Toledo  has  only  one 
medical  journal,  while  Detroit  has  four,  "  and  yet  we 
are  not  jealous."     We  wish  you  a  prosperous  year. 

Transactions  of  the  Detroit  Medical  and  Li- 
brary Association. — January  7th,  1879;  published 
quarterly  by  the  association.  The  above  is  a  pam- 
phlet of  fifteen  pages,  and  gives  the  proceedings  of 
the  association  from  the  third  annual  meeting,  held 
in  October,  1878,  to  December  i6th,  inclusive. 
E.  L.  Shurly,  M.  D.,  president;  F.  D.  Porter, 
M.  D.,  secretary. 

The  Southern  Practitioner  is  a  new  journal  and 
hails  from  Nashville,  Tenn.  Its  leading  editor  is 
our  old  friend  G.  S.  Blakie,  M.  D.,  and  the  last  on 
the  list  is  the  son  of  our  old  friend  Dr.  Paul  F. 
Eve.  Yearly  subscription,  $1.00  in  advance  ;  issued 
monthly.  Its  motto  is  to  "  Make  war  upon  no  one," 
and  "only  oppose  error  and  sustain  truth."  We 
extend  to  it  our  best  wishes  and  fraternal  greetings. 

The  Southern  Clinic.  Monthly;  edited  by  C.A. 
Bryce,  M.  D.,  and  published  in  Richmond,  Va., 
No.  506  N.  Second  street;  40  pages;  $1.50  in  ad- 
vance. A  sprightly  journal,  and  full  of  choice 
reading.  Please  supply  our  files  with  Nos.  i,  2  and 
3,  if  possible.  The  Southern  Clinic  belongs  to  no 
ring  or  clique,  but  will  be  liberal  and  independent. 
Good! 

Popular  Science  Monthly,— Among  the  periodi- 
cals devoted  to  the  diffusion  of  scientific  intelli- 
gence among  those  who  are  not  distinctive  scien- 
tists, there  is  none  to  be  compared  with  i)\Q  Popular 


Science  Monthly.  Elevated  in  tone,  and  correct 
in  its  statements,  it  is  a  journal  which  the  intelli- 
gent layman  should  not  exclude  from  his  course  of 
reading,  nor  the  physician  omit  from  his  collateral 
studies.  The  success  which  it  has  achieved  is 
complimentary  to  the  taste  of  the  American  read- 
ing public. 

Appleton's  Journal. — Three  dollars  per  annum. 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  549  and  551  Broadway,  New 
York. 

Turning  from  the  study  of  dry  bones  and  kin- 
dred subjects  of  the  science  of  medicine,  we  are 
glad  to  take  from  our  table  this  ever-welcome 
journal.  Within  its  pages  we  are  sure  to  find 
choice  morsels  of  romance,  history,  art,  natural 
science,  etc.,  affording  the  cream  of  the  general 
literature  of  the  day.  Just  the  magazine  for  the 
relief  and  information  of  the  overtaxed  practi- 
tioner. 

On  Rest  and  Pain. — A  course  of  lectures  on  the 
influence  of  Mechanical  and  Physiological  Rest 
in  the  Treatment  of  Accidents  and  Surgical  Dis- 
eases, and  the  Diagnostic  Value  of  Paijt,  delivered 
at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  England,  in  the 
years,  1860-61-62,  by  John  Hilton,  F.  R.  S.,  F.  R. 
C.  S. ;  second  edition;  New  York:  William  Wood 
&  Co.,  27  Great  Jones  street.  1879.  This  is  the 
first  volume  of  the  series  of  Wood's  Library  of 
Standard  Medical  Authors,  illustrated  with  109 
fine  wood  engravings,  in  one  octavo  volume  of 
311  pages. 

Upon  examination  of  this  work  we  found  an  old 
friend — many  years  ago  we  read  Hilton  on  Rest 
and  Pain  in  the  London  Lancet—  and  we  can 
therefore  testify  to  its  merits  and  usefulness.  It  is 
a  work  that  should  be  in  the  library  of  every  young 
doctor,  whether  he  gives  his  attention  to  either 
medicine  or  surgery,  and  if  the  succeeding  volumes 
are  equally  meritorious,  he  should  not  hesitate  a 
moment  in  subscribing  for  the  series  as  the  founda- 
tion of  a  first  class  library.  The  set  can  be  had 
of  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  for  the  small  sum  of  |i2.oo 
in  advance. 

A  Manual  of  Prescription  Writing,  with  a  full 
explanation  of  the  methods  of  correctly  writing 
prescriptions,  a  table  of  doses  expressed  in  both  the 
apothecaries'  and  metric  systems :  rules  for  avoid- 
ing incompatibilities,  and  for  combining  medicines. 
By  Matthew  D.  Mann,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lecturer, 
etc.,  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
New  York,  etc.  New  York :  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons, 
182  Fifth  avenue.     1878. 

On  general  principles  we  disparage  the  publica- 
tion of  manuals — hand-books,  in  which  the  whole 
science  of  medicine  is  condensed  into  a  nut-shell 
— but  we  must  make  this  an  exception.    The  author 


38 


NE  W  PREPARA  TIONS. 


[February,  1879 


has  said  all  that  can  be  said,  and  in  a  concise,  in- 
telligent and  readable  manner.  But  few  physicians 
attach  suiificient  value  to  the  make-up  of  their  pre- 
scriptions. Nine-tenths  of  them  are  either  misspelt, 
illegibly  written  in  bad  English,  and  worse  Latin, 
incompatible  in  their  composition,  or  composed  of 
so  many  ingredients  as  to  puzzle  a  Philadelphia 
lawyer  to  tell  what  results  are  to  be  expected  from 
their  use. 

Mann's  manual  proposes  to  teach  such  physicians 
how  to  write  a  prescription,  and  we  think  he  has 
fully  succeeded.  Chapter  i  treats  of  definitions, 
and  the  parts  of  a  prescription.  2.  On  weights 
and  measures.  3.  Preparations.  4.  Grammatical 
construction  of  a  prescription.  5.  Pronunciation 
and  abbreviation.  6.  Forms  for  extemporaneous 
prescriptions,  with  examples.  7.  Doses  of  medi- 
cine— prescription  writing.  8.  The  metric  system. 
9.  Medical  combinations.     10.  Incompatibility. 

The  book  is  also  valuable  to  the  student,  who, 
having  mastered  its  contents,  need  never  be  at  a 
loss  how  to  write  an  elegant  prescription. 

A  Practical  Manual  of  the  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren, with  a  Formulary,  by  Edward  Ellis,  M.  D. 
late  Senior  Physician  to  the  Victoria  Hospital  for 
Sick  Children,  etc.  Third  edition ;  Wm.  Wood 
&  Co.,  27  Great  Jones  Street,  New  York,  1879. 
This  is  the  second  volume  of  the  series  of  Wood's 
Standard  Library,  and  in  the  quality  of  the  paper 


and  print,  maintains  the  reputation  of  its  prede- 
cessor. 

This  volume  of  210  pages,  treats,  ist,  of  gen- 
eral management  and  diet,  medical  examination, 
general  management  during  the  first  year  of  life; 
and  diet  table  for  children  one  year  old  and  up- 
ward. 2d.  General  diseases.  3d.  Skin  diseases. 
4th.  Congenital  affections  and  diseases  of  the 
new-born.  5th.  Fevers.  6th.  Diseases  of  the 
brain  and  nervous  system.  7th.  Diseases  of  the 
air  passages  and  thoracic  organs.  8th.  Diseases 
of  the  food  passages  and  abdominal  organs.  9th. 
General  therapeutical  hints  and  formulary.  loth. 
Dietary.  The  plan  of  the  work  is  to  give  the  de- 
scription of  the  disease,  post-7nortein  appearances, 
prognosis,  diagnosis  and  treatment,  and  in  cases 
requiring  surgical  interference,  the  advisabihty  and 
modus  operandi  of  the  operation,  are  fully  described. 
The  last  chapter  on  dietary  is  worth  the  whole  book, 
for  while  much  of  it  can  be  found  in  such  works  as 
West,  Churchill,  Bedford  and  others,  none  describe 
so  well  how  to  make  what  they  direct  to  be  taken. 
This  chapter  furnishes  a  link  left  out  in  the  curri- 
culum of  our  medical  colleges,  for  not  one  neophyte 
in  fifty  can  tell  the  mother  how  to  make  beef 
tea,  or  whey,  even  if  they  order  them  to  be  given 
the  patient.  The  author  says  his  aim  has  been  to 
render  the  treatment  recommended  as  thoroughly 
modern,  practical  and  trustworthy  as  possible,  and 
we  are  of  opinion  he  has  perfectly  succeeded. 


Clippings. 


Testing  or  Tasting  Drugs. — The  January 
number  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Times  contains 
an  article  by  Dr.  Howe,  under  the  head  of  "Test- 
ing Drugs."  It  receives  attention  from  me,  not 
only  for  its  absurdity,  but  also  because  it  is  one  of 
a  number  of  personal  attacks  on  my  professional 
honor  and  capacity  from  the  same  source,  and 
which  have  been  evidently  instigated  by  certain 
interested  parties  who  seem  to  employ  Dr.  Howe 
as  a  mouth-piece. 

I  respectfully  request  you  to  grant  me  space  in 
your  valuable  journal  for  a  short  statement  of  my 
relations  with  this  Cincinnati  cliquej  as  well  as  a 
criticism  on  the  above-mentioned  article. 

Two  of  the  new  remedies  with  which  my  name 
has  been  connected — yerba  santa  and  grindelia 
squarrosa — were  first  brought  to  professional 
notice  through  the  columns  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Journal  of  Cincinnati,  of  which  Dr.  Howe  is  an 
associate  editor.  My  papers  were  gladly  received 
and  published  in  this  journal,  no  question  being 
then  raised  as  to  my  honor  or  capacity.  Shortly 
after  this,  berberis  aquifolium  was  introduced 
through  an  article  in  New  Preparations. 

I  was  lead  to  experiment  with  these  drugs  both 
on  account  of  my  love  of  investigation  in  medicine 
and  botany,  and  because  I  fully  believed  that  their 
reputation  in  domestic  practice  was  based  on  facts. 
The  drugs  were  obtained  in  small  quantities  from 
hunters,  who  were  accustomed  to  range  through 
the  localities  to  which  the  plants  were  indige- 
nous, and  were  sufficient  for  my  personal  pur- 
poses. Soon  after  the  publication  of  my  papers,  I 
was  overwhelmed  with  demands  for  samples  from 
all  quarters  of  the  union  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
cause  a  great  draft  on  my  time  and  funds.  At 
first,  in  order  to  fill  these  orders,  and  reduce  the 
relative  cost  of  the  drugs,  I  attempted  to  encourage 
their  collection  in  larger  quantities,  and  thus  be 
enabled  to  supply  my  friends. 

My  practice  forbade  my  personal  attention  to  the 


filling  of  my  orders,  hence  I  decided,  in  the  interests 
of  the  profession,  to  making  arrangements  with  a 
house  in  the  east,  to  whom  I  could  have  shipped 
large  consignments  of  these  drugs,  and  on  whose 
integrity  I  could  rely.  In  order  that  reliable  and 
uniform  preparations  might  be  placed  on  the 
eastern  market,  1  selected  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
a  house  of  undoubted  standing,  as  my  eastern 
correspondents.  •  With  this  end  in  view,  I  ordered 
a  quantity  of  each  drug  collected,  and  shipped 
from  the  nearest  railroad  station  to  Detroit. 

Very  soon,  through  the  energetic  efforts  of  this 
house,  a  large  demand,  far  beyond  any  anticipation 
of  mine,  was  created,  and  I  was  pressed  to  supply 
greater  quantities.  This  duty  I  personally  under- 
took (confining  my  individual  agency  to  the 
examination  of  samples),  not  because  of  any  ade- 
quate remuneration  m  the  mere  handling  of  the 
drugs,  but  because,  having  introduced  them,  I  felt 
my  reputation  at  stake,  and  naturally  was  anxious 
to  insure  the  collection  of  true  varieties.  This  I 
felt  to  be  particularly  essential,  as  I  knew  that  ship- 
ments of  false  varieties  were  being  continually 
made  by  San  Francisco  parties  (see  my  article  in 
New  Preparations,  July,  1877).  My  agents,  giv- 
ing their  whole  attention  to  the  collection  of  these 
drugs,  were  soon  able  to  ship  sufficient  quantities 
east ;  and  I  so  advised  those  interested  in  my  pub- 
lished papers — stating  that  I  would  not  attempt  to 
supply  any  one  except  through  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

Notwithstanding  these  statements,  I  received  sev- 
eral orders  from  eastern  manufacturers  (among 
them  a  house  in  Cincinnati — Merrill,  Thorp  & 
Lloyd),  all  of  which  I  refused.  This  refusal  was 
construed  by  all  in  the  sense  that  I  was  wholly 
identified  with  the  Detroit  house,  and  in  the  last 
mentioned  instance  it  ripened  into  a  bitter  personal 
persecution,  hardly  warranted  in  the  premises. 
This  is  without  doubt  the  true  reason  and  animus 
of  the  recent  attacks  on  me  by  Drs.  Scudder,  Howe 
and  Gibbons. 


February,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


39 


I  cared  little,  however,  for  this  feeling  or  preju- 
dice, until  I  found  it  taking  the  form  of  public 
expression  in  the  weak  attempts  of  Dr.  Howe  at 
ridiculing  my  writings.  Had  Dr.  Howe's  articles 
on  this  subject  the  slightest  foundation  in  logic  or 
fact,  or  did  they  bear  the  stamp  of  impartial  criti- 
cism, I  should,  at  least,  consider  that  the  author 
was  stating  his  actual  belief.  But  when  I  read 
statements  over  his  signature  so  manifestly  absurd 
as  the  quotations  given  below,  I  should  stamp 
him  as  an  ass  in  the  opinion  of  eveiy  physician  in 
California  who  is  cognizant  with  the  facts,  if  I 
credit  the  author  with  actual  candor.  I  regret 
to  state,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I  am  constrained  to  ac- 
cuse the  learned  professor  of  constructing  these 
flimsy  statements  with  the  intention  of  weakening 
confidence  in  me,  and  of  acting  in  the  same  in- 
terest which  instigated  the  other  attacks  referred 
to,  as  well  as  which  shapes  the  policy  of  the 
journal  of  which  he  is  the  associate  editor.  Of 
course  I  do  not  intend  to  magnify  my  own  im- 
portance in  this  affair,  but  to  point  out  the  fact  that 
by  my  sacrifice,  injury  is  done  also  to  the  house 
with  whom  I  have  placed  these  drugs — Parke, 
Davis  &  Co. — which  is  the  ultimate  object  desired. 

By  the  way,  the  efforts  of  this  little  Cincinnati 
firm  remind  me  of  one  of  ^sop's  tales  relative  to 
the  flatulent  efforts  of  a  certain  frog  who  ambi- 
tiously sought  to  equal  the  ox  in  size. 

Let  us  see  what  idiotic  statements  the  learned 
professor  has  been  induced  to  make  for  the  pur- 
pose of  influencing  the  few  who  look  up  to  his 
teachings  with  reverence.  He  states  :  "  But  when 
it  is  well  known  that  the  climate  of  California  is 
not  favorable  to  the  development  of  medicinal 
qualities  in  plants  ;  that  it  is  best  to  develop  sugars 
and  resins."  This  astounding  assertion  hardly 
merits  from  me  more  than  a  mere  quotation,  but  I 
will  state  for  the  information  of  the  learned  pro- 
fessor that  the  "  climate  of  California  "  is  very  favor- 
able not  only  to  many  agricultural  productions  not 
resinous  or  saccharine  in  character,  indigenous  to 
other  soils  and  climates  (grain,  vegetables  and  fruits 
of  all  kinds),  but  also  medicinal  plants  of  decided 
merit,  among  which  we  note  :  stramonium,  poison 
oak,  blackberiy,  asarum,  cherry,  kalmia,  berberis 
aquifolium,  grindelia  robusta  and  squarrosa,  yerba 
santa,  and  many  other  plants  of  pronounced  medi- 
cinal properties. 

Still  the  fact  remains  that  the  Californian  flora 
differs  materially  in  its  variety  from  that  of  other 
sections  of  the  United  States,  although  their  medi- 
cinal value  is  undoubtedly  as  great ;  I  will  mention 
megariza  californica,  vulgarly  called  "  man  in  the 
ground,"  one  of  the  most  powerful  emeto-cathar- 
tics  known,  growing  in  abundance  all  over  the 
state,  and  innumerable  domestic  remedies  employed 
by  the  Spanish  residents  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
state. 

We  are  led  to  infer  also  from  Dr.  Howe's  asser- 
tion that  resins  are,  like  sugar,  non-medicinal. 
Can  the  worthy  professor  have  forgotten  that  man- 
drake, cannabis  indica,  yerba  santa,  grindelia  ro- 
busta, blue  flag,  capsicum,  etc.,  depend  on  resins 
for  their  medicinal  properties  ? 

Then,  too,  the  learned  professor  gravely  informs 
us  that  "the  stem  and  branches  of  the  'bush' 
(yerba  reuma)  if  examined  with  a  magnifying  glass, 
exhibit  crystals  of  sea  salt  (the  doctor  is  sure  it  is 
sea  salt)  that  have  been  condensed  upon  the 
'  weed  '  as  it  grows  in  the  briny  breeze  of  the  Cal- 
ifornia coast."  We  are  then  deliberately  told  that 
"  a  dead  tuft  of  grass  exposed  to  the  ocean  vapors 
would  gather  crystals  of  chloride  of  sodium." 
Now  the  learned  Q)  professor  probably  does  not 
mean  "vapors,"  as  it  is  a  well-known  natural  law 
that  vapors  do  not  carry  solids.     Let  us  charitably 


construe  that  he  means  spray,  and  contemplate 
the  wonderful  idea  of  ocean  spray  flying  over  the 
peaks  of  the  coast  range  of  mountains  (which 
tower  upwards  from  3,000  to  8,000  feet  above  the 
sea)  and  over  a  horizontal  space  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  and  then  depositing  its  salty  burden  on 
a  modest  little  plant  some  three  inches  in  height, 
carefully  avoiding  the  great  live  oaks,  the  man- 
zanita,  chaparral  and  other  trees  in  the  vicinity. 
Wonderful !  We  should  be  disposed  to  discredit 
this  statement  did  not  the  learned  Q)  professor 
confidently  assert  that  he  found  sea  salt. 

The  doctor  further  tells  us  that  "he  chewed  the 
'  yerba  reuma '  and  found  it  contained,  beside  its 
salty  flavor,  no  sapid  qualities,  whether  medicinal  or 
not."  Now  we  are  more  than  ever  convinced  that 
the  doctor  is  a  little  "off,"  for  yerba  reuma  (frank- 
enia  grandifolia)  develops  very  peculiar  and  pro- 
nounced astringency  when  chewed,  and  has  given 
in  my  hands  as  well  as  those  of  other  physicians, 
excellent  and  unmistakable  medicinal  effects.  The 
fact  probably  is  that  the  learned  doctor  has  chewed 
a  part  of  that  same  specimen  of  bryzopyrum  spica- 
tu7n  which  Lloyd  so  confidently  sent  to  Dr.  Gib- 
bons for  yerba  reuma,  and  on  which  that  fanatic 
worked  off  such  a  venomous  attack  on  New 
California  Remedies. —  J.  H.  Bundy,  in  the  Chicago 
Medical  Times. 


"  Testing  Drugs." — I  see  by  the  journals  that 
my  friend.  Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy,  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  is 
actively  engaged  in  the  commendable  avocation  of 
"  testing  drugs  "  of  a  botanical  nature,  that  grow- 
on  the  Pacific  Slope.  May  all  honorable  endeavors 
of  this  kind  prove  remunerative  to  the  tester,  and 
valuable  to  the  therapeutist  ;  and  while  the  enter- 
prising Californian  pursues  an  unquestionable  ca- 
reer, I  shall  be  the  last  to  "  tear  a  shingle  from  his 
roof."  But  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  climate 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  is  not  favorable  to  the  devel- 
opment of  medicinal  qualities  in  plants,  that  it  is 
best  to  develop  sugars  and  resins,  we  naturally 
look  with  suspicion  upon  a  remedial  agent  which 
is  put  upon  the  market  with  a  flourish  of  trumpets 
— with  extraordinary  claims  for  medicinal  virtues. 
We  have  found,  by  experiment,  that  the  "yerba 
santa  "  has  some  claims  to  recognition  by  thera- 
peutists, and  the  berberis  aquifolium  likewise  ;  yet, 
when  we  come  to  "yerba  reuma,"  our  credulity  is 
insulted.  The  stem  and  branches  of  the  bush,  if 
examined  with  a  magnifying  glass,  exhibit  crystals 
of  sea-salt  that  have  been  condensed  upon  the 
weed  as  it  grew  in  the  briny  breeze  of  the  Cali- 
fornia coast.  A  dead  tuft  of  grass  exposed  to  the 
ocean's  vapors  would  gather  crystals  of  chloride  of 
sodium ;  and,  as  this  chemical  is  good  for  diseases 
of  "the  mucous  surfaces,"  the  said  tuft  of  grass 
would  prove  a  "  valuable  remedy."  If  the  thera- 
peutist will  taste  and  chew  a  specimen  of  the 
"  yerba  reuma,"  he  will  get  the  salty  flavor  first, 
and  then  the  woody  inertness  peculiar  to  dead 
vegetables  that  contain  no  sapid  qualities,  whether 
medicinal  or  not.  I  chewed  the  specimen  and  sat- 
isfied myself  that  it  contained  no  virtues  outside 
the  salt  that  clustered  on  its  stalk — that  it  was  as 
worthless  as  the  tincture  or  solution  of  graphite — 
it  produced  no  impression  on  my  mucous  or  other 
surfaces.  Perhaps  I  am  not  impressible,  there- 
fore, to  give  Brother  Bundy  the  benefit  of  a  doubt, 
I  recommend  others  to  test  the  agent  in  thera- 
peutic ways.  While  we  are  ready  to  sustain  all 
laudable  means  to  advance  medicine,  we  claim  it 
as  a  right  that  therapeutists  guard  against  decep- 
tion, or  that  placid  enthusiasm  which  springs  from 
a  love  of  fame  and  gain. 

If  what  I  have  said  proves  not  to  be  just  and 
timely,  it  will  do  the  "tester  "  no  harm,  but  rather 
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good,  for  his  wares  will  be  advertised  to  the  ex- 
tent that  my  reputation  for  candor  is  worth. — A.  J. 
Howe,  M.  D.,  hi  Chicago  Medical  Times. 


ply  themselves  with  the  different  drugs,  certainly 
the  fault  is  not  mine. —  J.  H.  Bundy,  M.  D.,  Oak- 
land, Cat.,  in  Chicago  Medical  Times. 


New  Remedies. — On  my  recovery  from  a  se- 
rious illness  of  nearly  three  months  I  am  sur- 
prised to  learn  of  the  continuance  of  attacks  made 
upon  my  professional  honor  in  the  matter  of  the 
alleged  concealment  of  the  botanical  derivation  of 
cascara  sagrada,  rhamnus  purshiana,  and  yerba 
rhtuxna.,  fra7tkenia  grandifolia.  1  can  hardly  be- 
lieve that  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  profession 
with  whom  I  have  the  honor  of  acquaintance  will 
give  this  matter  very  serious  weight,  well  knowing 
that  I  have  placed  before  the  profession  all  the  new 
remedies  with  which  my  name  has  been  connected 
without  appreciable  remuneration.  But  for  the  in- 
formation of  those  who  know  me  only  by  reputa- 
tion, I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  the  following 
brief  history  of  the  case  in  point:  In  1875,  my 
attention  was  called  to  a  drug  used  as  a  laxative, 
which  the  local  inhabitants  called  cascara  sagrada. 
This  is  the  bark  of  a  tree  known,  vulgarly,  as 
shittim-vvood,  and  supposed  to  be  identical  with 
the  wood  so  called  in  the  Bible — hence  the  name 
cascara  sagrada,  "sacred  bark."  I  had  never 
seen  the  tree  myself,  and  I  did  not  feel  called  upon 
to  travel  hundreds  of  miles  in  order  to  obtain  its 
botanical  name,  but  introduced  it  to  the  profes- 
sion as  soon  as  I  ascertained  its  value  as  a  remedy. 
As  soon  as  my  health  would  permit,  I  made  stren- 
uous efforts  to  obtain  the  desired  information,  with 
success,  as  indicated  by  its  thorough  publication 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  same  holds 
good  as  regards  yerba  reuma.  This  remedy  fur- 
nishes a  good  illustration  of  the  difficulty  of  ascer- 
taining the  botanical  name  of  plants.  One  writer 
calls  it  lepigonum  medium.  Dr.  Gibbons,  a  prom- 
inent botanist  of  this  coast,  found  it  to  be  bryzo- 
pyrum  spicatum.  Flaving  succeeded  in  obtaining 
a  fresh  specimen  in  bloom,  I  find  it  to  be  the  fran- 
kenia  grandifolia. 

About  three  months  ago  I  sent  to  Prof.  Scud- 
der,  for  publication  in  his  journal,  a  rejoinder  to 
an  article  he  had  published  regarding  this  matter 
of  new  remedies.  It  failed  to  make  its  appear- 
ance, and  on  inquiry  from  Prof.  Scudder  I  was  told 
that  it  hardly  had  "  form  and  comeliness  enough." 
I  do  not  ask  Prof.  Scudder,  or  any  other  journalist, 
to  father  my  articles,  or  to  be  responsible  for  the 
diction  or  phraseology  therein  used.  When  I 
wrote  the  article,  I  felt  convinced  that  all  the  at- 
tacks made  upon  my  honor  emanated  directly  or 
indirectly  from  a  drug  house  in  Cmcinnati,  inti- 
mately connected  with  Prof.  Scudder  through  copy- 
righted "specific  medicine,"  labels,  etc.,  and  that 
their  object  was  to  obtain  a  lot  of  cheap  adver- 
tising, by  bringing  their  house  prominently  before 
the  profession.  I  stated  something  to  this  effect  in 
my  article ;  and  it  probably  accounts  for  its  want 
of  "form  and  comeliness."  I  would  Hke  to  have 
the  profession  judge  whether  Prof.  Scudder  was 
actuated  by  the  milk  of  human  kindness  in  sup- 
pressing it,  or  whether  it  was  done  to  accommo- 
date and  shield  the  drug-house  mentioned.  It  can 
easily  be  done  by  the  publication  of  the  article 
even  at  this  late  day. 

When  I  introduced  yerba  santa,  some  years  ago, 
I  received  such  a  fiood  of  letters  and  orders  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  that  I  found  it  impossible 
to  attend  to  them  without  neglecting  my  practice. 
On  the  introduction  of  berberis,  etc.,  to  avoid  this 
inconvenience,  I  supplied  a  quantity  of  the  drug  to 
a  prominent  manufacturing  house  I  knew  to  be 
perfectly  reliable  in  every  respect,  and  to  whom  I 
referred  everybody  for  information.  If  other  drug 
houses,  for  want  of  enterprise,  have  failed  to  sup- 


Thr  Use  of  Jaborandi.  —  Within  the  past 
year  or  two  jaborandi  has  become  a  very  popu- 
lar and  useful  drug  at  Bellevue  Hospital.  In 
uraemia  and  in  acute  and  chronic  parenchymatous 
nephritis  it  has  accomplished  especially  good  re- 
sults. 

In  uraemia  it  is  a  very  effective  substitute  for  the 
old  hot-air  bath,  acting  more  quickly  and  surely. 
As  it  has  been  shown  to  increase  markedly  the  ex- 
cretion of  urea,  it  is  probably  more  efficient  than 
the  baths  in  relieving  ursemic  phenomena.  A  pa- 
tient was  brought  into  the  hospital  some  weeks 
ago,  suffering  from  convulsions  and  delirium.  She 
had  no  oedema,  but  her  urine  was  nearly  solid 
with  albumen,  and  contained  small  casts  and 
blood.  She  was  given  a  drachm  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract of  jaborandi,  hypodermically,  and  ten  minims 
of  Magendie's  solution.  In  fifteen  minutes  she 
was  sweating  profusely,  and  the  convulsions  had 
ceased.  She  was  restless  and  wandering  in  mind 
for  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  but  had  no  other 
bad  symptoms.  A  drachm  of  jaborandi  was  given 
every  other  day  subsequently,  and  in  a  week  the 
albumen  had  nearly  disappeared  from  her  urine, 
and  she  felt  quite  well. 

Cases  of  chronic  nephritis  have  been  treated 
with  the  drug  very  satisfactorily.  Some  who  did 
not  improve  or  get  rid  of  the  oedema  under  digi- 
talis and  potassium,  have  shown  immediate  im- 
provement under  jaborandi.  It  is  given  in  drachm 
doses  every  other  morning,  the  patient  being  kept 
in  bed  until  dinner  time,  when  the  sweating  is 
over.  It  is  better  not  to  give  it  at  night,  as  the 
bed-clothes  become  saturated  with  perspiration, 
and  sleep  is  disturbed  and  uncomfortable. 

Jaborandi  weakens  the  heart.  It  is  dangerous 
when  the  pulse  is  poor  and  the  system  debilitated. 
If  given  to  a  patient  in  this  condition  with  ursemia 
he  falls  into  a  cold  perspiration  and  oedema  of  the 
lungs,  coma  and  death  follow. 

Yet  it  has  been  used  several  times  in  the  treat- 
ment of  pulmonary  oedema  in  doses  of  ten  to  fif- 
teen minims,  every  one  or  two  hours.  The  autop- 
sies have  shown  the  usual  changes. 

It  has  been  used  also  in  pleuritic  effusions,  but 
does  not  seem  to  "  sweat  out "  the  intrathoracic 
liquid  very  much.  Besides,  it  produces  a  nausea 
and  salivation  not  at  all  pleasant. 

The  drug  loses  its  effect  in  some  cases,  and  the 
dose  has  to  be  increased.  The  usual  variety  in 
its  action  has  been  noted.  Sometimes  it  causes 
salivation  only  ;  most  frequently  salivation  and  di- 
aphoresis. If  the  dose  is  carefully  regulated,  nau- 
sea and  vomiting  need  not  be  a  frequent  compli- 
cation. The  urine  is,  in  cases  of  chronic  Bright's 
disease,  somewhat  diminished  in  amount,  unless 
renal  congestion  or  an  acute  nephritis  is  compli- 
cating the  case.  Jaborandi  has  proved,  so  far,  of 
most  certain  service  in  the  chronic  stages  of 
Bright's  disease,  and  in  ursemia  brought  on  during 
its  initial  attacks.  When  an  acute  attack  is 
lighted  up  on  a  chronically  inflamed  organ,  and 
when  the  system  has  already  become  weakened 
and  anemic,  the  drug  may  be  useful,  but  it  will 
also  be  dangerous. —  The  Medical  Record,  Nov.  g, 
1878. 


Physiological  Action  of  Pilocarpine. — 
At  the  clinic  of  Constantine  Paul,  experiments 
were  made  with  pilocarpine,  and  the  following  re- 
sults were  reached  :  (i)  Subcutaneous  injections 
of  one-third  of  a  grain  and  over  have  the  same 
physiological  action  as  the  use  of  jaborandi.     (2) 
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In  smaller  doses  pilocarpine  produces  only  diapho- 
resis, and  in  some  cases  cliecks  diarrhoea.  (3)  If 
a  dose  of  one-third  of  a  grain  is  given,  saUvation 
follows,  and  perspiration  appears  from  the  injec- 
tion of  only  one-thirty-second  of  a  grain. — Mem- 
orabilien,  Oct.  2j,  187S. 


Carbazotate  of  Ammonium  in  Treat- 
ment OF  Malarial  Fever.— J.  S.  Schefferstein, 
of  Olmy,  111.,  failed  to  obtain  beneficial  results  in 
the  use  of  carbazotate  of  ammonium  in  malarial 
fevers,  when  he  employed  it  in  cases  that  had  been 
suffering  for  some  months  or  years  from  malarial 
poisoning.  When,  however,  he  preceded  its  use 
by  the  exhibition  of  saline  purgatives,  diapho- 
retics, and  chalybeate  tonics  for  several  (twelve  to 
fourteen)  days,  it  seldom  failed.  He  advocates  the 
use  of  the  remedy  in  small  doses,  and  in  combina- 
tion with  other  remedies,  such  as  arsenic  and  iron. 
One-fourth  to  one  grain  may  be  used  for  a  dose, 
and  may  best  be  given  in  pill  form  repeated  thrice 
daily  for  three  to  six  days.  In  doses  of  one-six- 
teenth grain,  it  may  be  continued  two  to  three 
weeks.  The  experience  of  this  writer  in  seven 
hundred  cases  shows  that,  while  the  carbazotate  of 
ammonium  is  not  so  useful  in  breaking  up  an  at- 
tack of  malarial  fever  as  quinia,  it  protects  the  sys- 
tem longer  from  a  recurrence,  and  is,  he  believes, 
the  sine  qua  non  of  all  remedies  for  "  chronic 
chills." — Illinois  Medical  Recorder,  October. 


Cascara  Sagrada  and  other  New  Reme- 
dies.— The  following  editorials  from  prominent 
medical  journals  anent  the  recent  attacks  on  the 
new  remedies  introduced  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
indicate  the  light  in  which  the  matter  is  viewed  by 
disinterested  members  of  the  profession  : 

[From  the  Detroit  Lancet,  February,  1879.] 

Statements  have  been  widely  circulated  to  the 
effect  that  "  cascara  sagrada  "  was  a  fictitious 
article,  and  that  the  firm  engaged  in  its  manufac- 
ture and  introduction  knowingly  attempted  to  im- 
pose a  fraud  upon  the  profession.  For  ourselves, 
our  personal  acquaintance  with  this  firm  was 
enough  to  convince  us  that  it  would  not  perpe- 
trate a  deliberate  fraud  in  this  or  other  matters. 
We  knew  this  firm  was  composed  of  shrewd  busi- 
ness men,  having  it  for  their  object  to  make  an 
honest  reputation,  and  to  obtain  a  fair  return  on 
their  investment  of  brains,  labor  and  capital. 
Hence  we  were  satisfied  that  the  originators  of  the 
damaging  statements  were  mistaken. 

But  we  were  none  the  less  pleased  to  observe 
that  the  Pacific  Medical  Journal,  January,  1 879, 
states  that  "cascara  sagrada"  is  the  common 
Spanish  name  of  rhamnus  purshiana.  In  short, 
the  preparation  is  derived  from  a  REAL  plant 
growing  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  the  name  given 
it  was  that  by  which  it  has  long  been  known  to  the 
natives  of  that  region.  As  to  the  value  of  the 
drug,  we  cannot  speak  from  experience  or  experi- 
ment. Many  who  have  used  it  claim  that  it  is  an 
admirable  laxative. 

For  ourselves,  we  have  long  believed  that  the 
forests  and  plains  of  America  contained  many 
plants,  as  yet  unknown,  of  undoubted  medicinal 
value. 

The  trouble  and  expense  attending  the  finding, 
gathering,  testing  and  preparing  such  for  conven- 
ient use  has  been  so  great  as  to  deter  most  from 
the  undertaking.  For  this  reason  we  think  those 
should,  at  least,  be  fairly  treated  who  have  volun- 
tarily assumed  this  trouble  and  expense.  We  are 
glad  that  responsible  and   reliable   business  firms 


can  see  in  this  work  enough  of  reward  to  under- 
take it.  Of  the  many  drugs  thus  introduced,  many 
will  undoubtedly  prove  unworthy  of  a  place  in 
the  materia  medica.  but  a  few  will  remain  of  per- 
manent value.  Nor  does  it  matter  that  those  in- 
troducing these  remedies  shall,  on  a  large  scale, 
offer  to  the  profession  as  new  such  herbs  as  had 
previously  obtained  only  a  neighborhood  reputa- 
tion. To  most  they  are  certainly  NEW.  In  con- 
clusion, we  have  to  say  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  profession  that  all  possible  remedies  shall  be 
collected  and  prepared  in  shape  convenient  for  ad- 
ministration. It  is  capable  of  selecting  such  as 
are  of  essential  service  in  its  work.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  greatest  care  will  be  exercised  in 
this  selection,  so  that  we  may  the  sooner  know 
the  real  truth  respecting  the  virtues  of  each.  We 
have  written  thus  in  the  interests  of  "  fair  play  " 
and  legitimate  progress. 

[From  the  Louisville  Medical  News,  February,  1879.] 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  written  in  some  of 
the  medical  journals  concerning  several  new  rem- 
edies introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  profession 
through  the  manufacturing  house  of  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit.  The  remedies  in 
question  are  j^erba  santa,  grindelia  squarrosa,  ber- 
beris  aquifolium,  cascara  sagrada,  and  yerba 
reuma.  Of  these  it  has  been  said  that  their 
names  are  fictitious,  that  is,  not  strictly  botanical, 
and  that  the  professional  gentleman  (a  Dr.  Bundy) 
recommending  them  to  the  Detroit  firm  is  not  of 
the  regular  guild,  but  an  "  Eclectic."  The  accu- 
sation was  first  made  by  the  Pacific  Medical 
Journal,  and  was  afterwards  taken  up  by  several 
eastern  contemporaries.  A  great  deal  more  has 
been  made  of  the  matter  than  there  was  any  oc- 
casion for.  Cascara  sagrada,  it  strikes  us,  smells 
as  sweet  as  its  corrected  title,  rhamnus  purshiana, 
besides  being  much  more  easy  to  spell  ;  and  it  is 
rather  a  stretching  of  ethics  to  make  them  cover 
the  origin  of  the  materia  medica.  Who  ever 
thinks  of  the  ignoble  beginning  of  colchicum,  and 
who  is  it,  suffering  from  hemorrhoids,  and  wishing 
to  apply  pepper  sauce  thereto,  that  car? s  whether 
or  not  the  Mr.  Ward  who  originated  the  paste  is 
m  perdition  for  his  charlatanry.  Of  one  of  the 
remedies  which  is  attacked,  the  cascara  sagrada, 
we  may  say  that  it  has  won  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion in  this  locality.  Of  the  others  we  are  with- 
out reports,  though  we  should  be  glad  to  receive 
them.  The  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  bear  a 
most  excellent  reputation,  not  only  in  the  commer- 
cial world,  but  with  the  profession,  who  cannot 
but  admire  them  for  the  energy  with  which  they 
searched  the  fields  for  herbs  of  medicinal  value. 
Personally  we  are  perhaps  somewhat  tinctured 
with  a  "  calomel  and  quinine  "  conservatism,  but 
for  all  that,  we  are  not  going  to  be  kept  from 
wishing  our  Detroit  friends  the  best  of  luck  in 
their  efforts  to  extend  the  materia  medica  profit- 
ably to  humanity  and  to  themselves. 

[From  the  Micliigan  Medical  New.s,  January,  1879.] 

The  controversy  on  this  new  drug,  which  origi- 
nated in  the  report  by  Dr.  W.  P.  Gibbons,  referred 
to  in  our  issue  of  December  25th,  has  taken  quite 
an  unexpected  turn ;  but  a  turn,  nevertheless, 
which  is  not  at  all  surprising.  The  thorough  ex- 
pos^ which  we  took  occasion  to  make  of  the 
true  inwardness  of  the  attack  on  this,  with  the 
other  new  remedies  assailed,  has  had  the  effect  of 
causing  a  little  deeper  scrutiny  into  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  into  the  motives  of  the  priine  movers 
in  the  attack.  We  conjecture  that  the  "  member 
of  a  wholesale  drug  house  in  Cincinnati,"  who 
sought   to  make   tools   of  reputable  physicians  to 
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gratify  a  little  personal  animosity,  will  find  that  his 
efforts  in  that  direction  in  the  future  will  be  signal 
failures. 

The  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  ^Journal, 
which,  we  supposed,  was  endeavoring  to  condemn 
certain  of  the  new  Californian  remedies  recently 
introduced,  by  placing  them  in  the  same  category 
with  cundurango  and  some  other  quack  prepara- 
tions, in  its  January  number,  disabuses  our  mind 
of  this  impression.  It  says  that  the  article  by  Dr. 
W.  P.  Gibbons  "  has  been  misinterpreted  in  cer- 
tain quarters  as  denying  medicinal  virtue  to  the 
plants  in  question.  The  object  was  to  expose  the 
deception  of  introducing  preparations  of  old  reme- 
dies under  new  names,  and  claiming  originality 
without  deserving  it.  Several  of  the  plants  in  ques- 
tion are  really  valuable." 

The  value  of  the  plants  being  conceded,  the 
introducers  are  relieved  of  the  imputation  of  foist- 
ing on  the  profession  worthless  preparations,  and 
the  discussion  now  reverts  to  the  question  of  origi- 
nality. As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain, 
no  such  claim  has  ever  been  made.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  fact  has  been  constantly  kept  before  the 
profession  that  the  plants  in  question  have  been 
long  in  repute  with  the  Spanish  residents  of  Cali- 
fornia. This  being  the  fact,  the  report  by  Dr. 
Gibbons,  which  was  brought  into  such  prominence 
by  designing  rivals  (?)  of  the  manufacturers  of  the 
preparations  to  which  it  referred,  has  been  com- 
pletely emasculated. 

The  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
treats  us  to  the  etymology  and  corrects  the  ortho- 
graphy of  some  of  the  names  of  the  new  remedies  : 
"  Cascara  (bark)  sagrada  (sacred)  is  the  Spanish 
name  of  rhamnus  purshiana,  and  means  simply 
sacred  bark.  The  adjective  should  end  in  a,  and 
not  in  0,  as  it  is  commonly  spelled.  The  Spanish 
or  Mexican  population  of  the  coast  had  a  number 
of  medicinal  herbs  which  they  employed  in  de- 
fault of  officinal  plants.  Not  knowing  the  botani- 
cal names,  common  names  were  given,  indicating 
their  supposed  good  qualities.  '  Yerba  santa  '  was 
holy  herb,  'yerba  buena  '  good  herb,  and  so  on. 
We  trust  that  this  quotation  will  further  relieve 
the  introducers  of  the  new  remedies  of  the  impu- 
tation that  the  names  they  attached  to  them  were 
their  own  invention. 

We  have  devoted  considerable  space  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  subject,  but  not  more  we  think 
than  its  importance  demands.  We  have  no  fur- 
ther interest  in  the  matter  than  a  desire  for  fair 
play.  This  is  a  question  which  rises  superior  to 
the  interest  which  any  manufacturing  chemist  may 
have  in  the  matter.  We  are  of  the  opinion,  more- 
over, that  the  regular  profession  are  too  chary  of 
new  drugs,  and  thus  .too  often  allow  others  to  reap 
the  credit  which  belongs  to  the  introduction  of 
really  valuable  agents.  It  is  not  the  part  of •  wis- 
dom to  look  with  suspicion  upon  a  remedy  simply 
because  it  is  new.  It  behooves  us  in  medicine,  as 
well  as  in  morals  to  "  prove  all  things  and  hold  fast 
to  that  which  is  good." 


Cascara  Sagrada. — Ks  a  gentle  cathartic,  I 
have  come  to  conclude  that  we  have  few  remedies 
better  than  the  rhamnus  purshiana.  Since  its  first 
appearance  on  the  market,  I  have  continuously 
made  use  of  it  in  my  practice,  especially  in  female 
cases. 

Constipation  is  a  factor  in  nearly  every  one  of 
the  individuals  of  thi^  sex  that  apply  for  treatment 
for  trouble  incident  to  their  uteri,  and  it  is  a  symp- 
tom that  needs  immediate  attention,  should  we 
hope  to  speedily  benefit  the  general  and  special 
health  of  our  patient. 

My  usual  combination  is  with  potassic  bromide, 


ergot,  nux  vomica  and  belladonna,  and  it  makes 
an  excellent  cathartic  (I  do  not  think  it  is  especially 
alterative)  adjunct  to  this  utero-sedative  and  tonic 
mixture.  The  formula  is  based  somewhat  as  fol- 
lows— of  course  lessening  or  increasing  the  amount 
of  the  individual  remedies  as  circumstances  may 
require : 


.f  32 
.(  32 


!19-  Ramni  Piu-sh.,  fl.  ext 

Ergotae  fl.  ext 

Potassii  bromidi (16 

Belladonnse,  fl.  ext (    4 

Nucis  Tomicffi,  fl.  ext (    6 

Aq.  camphorse,  q.  s.  ad (128 
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M.  S.     Teaspoonful  in  water  after  meals. 

Oftentimes  I  give  a  dose  at  bed  time  if  the  bowels 
are  more  than  ordinarily  indifferent  to  laxatives.  In 
this  class  of  cases  there  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  semi- 
paralysis  of  the  intestinal  nerves,  thus  inducing 
that  wind-bloating  of  the  bowels  so  frequently 
seen  in  these  uterine  cases.  The  nux  vomica,  by 
toning  up  the  indifferently  acting  nerves,  increases 
the  peristaltic  movement  of  the  intestines,  thus 
producing  a  more  natural  action  of  the  bow^els, 
and  so,  soon  renders  so  large  a  dose  of  the  cascara 
unnecessary.  Sometimes,  too,  16  grams  of  the 
fluid  extract  in  a  128-gram  mixture  is  plenty  to  se- 
cure natural  movements ;  especially  is  this  the 
case  in  weakly-conditioned  ladies.  Still,  as  a  rule, 
in  all  of  my  cases  of  uterine  troubles  I  have  found 
some  sized  dose  of  the  cascara  as  indicated  above 
of  great  benefit.  It  is  a  remedy,  too,  that  I  think 
can  be  taken  for  a  long  time  with  impunity  ;  least- 
wise my  patients,  after  securing  a  regular  action 
of  the  bowels,  have  not  been  thrown  back  into 
their  former  bowel-lethargic  condition  on  the  with- 
drawal of  the  laxative. 

As  a  simple  cathartic,  given  in  doses  of  a  quarter 
teaspoonful  (about  one  gram)  of  the  fluid  extract 
before  breakfast,  in  a  little  cold  water,  it  will  be 
found  excellent.  It  has  the  advantage,  too,  of  being 
pleasant  to  take,  having  none  of  that  peculiar 
mawkish  taste  of  rhubarb  that  sickens  so  many, 
or  of  the  ordinary  salts  (epsom). — By  C.  Henri 
Leonard,  M.  D.,  in  Michigan  Medical  News. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa. — Since  introducing 
this  drug  (nearly  three  years  ago),  I  find  that  it  is 
rapidly  gaining  favor  among  the  profession,  espe- 
cially as  a  remedy  in  diseases  of  the  liver  and  spleen  ; 
as  a  cholagogue  and  also  as  a  stimulant  to  the  en- 
tire glandular  system.  Few  agents,  even  in  our 
modern  materia  medica,  act  with  greater  certainty 
in  glandular  obstructions,  whether  of  liver,  spleen 
or  elsewhere,  than  this  grindelia  squarrosa. 

Prof.  Goss,  of  Georgia,  writes  of  it  as  being  an 
admirable  remedy  in  leucocythemia  or  leucocythemic 
states  of  the  blood.  My  own  observation  fully 
corroborates  this  view,  as  I  have  used  it  extensively 
in  that  condition,  and  also  as  an  antiperiodic, 
especially  after  the  use  of  quinine,  to  interrupt  the 
paroxysms  of  an  intermittent.  There  is  nothing 
so  certain  to  preve7tt  a  return  of  the  periodicity, 
and  neutralize  the  malaria  in  the  blood,  and  nerve 
ganglia  as  grindelia  squarrosa.     I  give 

IJ.    Specific  tinct.  grindelia  squar.,  Ij. 
Glycerine  (or  syr.  simp.),  Jiij. 

M.  S.  A  teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day 
for  an  adult. 

This  agent  is  largely  eliminated  by  the  kidneys 
and  bladder,  upon  which  organs  it  exerts  a  very 
salutary  influence.  To  illustrate  :  I  am  now  treat- 
ing a  case  of  chronic  cystitis  with  ulceration,  and 
a  case  that  had  previdusly  been  in  the  hands  of 
two  of  our  prominent  physicians  here  for  several 
months  ;  the  patient  has  been  using  the  remedy 
(grin,  squar.)  but  eighteen  days,  is  out  of  bed,  eats 
well,  and  is  improving  nicely. 
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As  a  remedy  in  leucocythemia  resulting  from 
splenic  hypertrophy,  we  certainly  have  no  equal. 
If  we  have,  I  have  failed  to  find  it.  The  only 
trouble  with  the  drug^  is  this — confusion — parties 
do  not  understand  the  difference  between  the 
species.  Many  think  they  have  the  genuine,  and 
have  the  grzndeh'a  robust  a  and  vzce  versa  ;  but 
time,  I  hope,  will  regulate  this. —  J.  H.  Bundy, 
M.  D.,  in  Chicago  Medical  Times. 


"  Cascara  Sagrada  "  Again. — We  notice  that 
the  article  published  in  our  October  number,  from 
the  pen  of  Dr.  W.  P.  Gibbons,  referring  to  certain 
"new  remedies,"  so  called,  of  California  origin, 
has  been  misinterpreted  in  some  quarters  as  deny- 
ing medicinal  virtue  to  the  plants  in  question.  This 
was  not  its  design,  nor  did  the  therapeutic  value  of 
the  remedies  enter  into  consideration.  The  object 
was  to  expose  the  deception  of  introducing  pre- 
parations of  old  remedies  under  new  names,  and 
claiming  originality  without  deserving  it.  Several 
of  the  plants  in  question  are  really  valuable. 

Whilst  on  the  subject,  we  will  correct  an  error 
in  spelling.  Cascara  (bark)  sagrada  (sacred)  is 
the  common  Spanish  name  of  the  rhamnus  pur- 
shiana,  and  means  simply  sacred  bark.  The  ad- 
jective should  end  in  a  and  not  in  0,  as  it  is  com- 
monly spelled.  The  old  Spanish  or  Mexican  pop- 
ulation of  the  coast  had  a  number  of  medicinal 
herbs  which  they  employed  in  default  of  officinal 
plants.  Not  knowing  the  botanical  names,  com- 
mon names  were  given,  indicating  their  supposed 
good  qualities.  "  Verba  santa  "  was  holy  herb  ; 
"yerba  buena,"  good  herb,  and  so  on. —Pacific 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  January,  iS'jg. 


CEnothera  Biennis  in  Mucous  Inflamma- 
tions.— CEnothera  biennis,  or  evening  primrose, 
which  is  indigenous  to  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  possesses  valuable  properties  as  a 
mild  sedative  and  alterative  in  many  diseased  con- 
ditions of  mucous  surfaces,  especially  the  gastric, 
intestinal  and  vesical.  It  is  useful  in  some  forms 
of  dyspepsia,  particularly  those  accompanied  by 
an  irritable  state  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  bladder, 
as  indicated  by  frequent  vomiting  and  micturition. 
Having  prescribed  the  remedy  for  eight  years,  I 
have  been  able  to  carefully  note  its  effects,  and  am 
convinced  it  will  be  an  important  addition  to  our 
list  of  medicines.  A  brief  history  of  a  few  cases 
will  best  illustrate  its  action. 

Case  I.  A  man,  aged  26,  of  active  habits,  had 
dyspepsia  for  five  years.  His  most  distressing 
symptom  was  an  almost  constant  pain  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  bladder,  with  frequent  micturition.  He 
had  been  treated  in  various  ways  without  benefit, 
and  was  more  than  once  sounded  for  stone.  He 
was  given  half  a  drachm  of  fluid  extract  of  Oeno- 
thera with  a  drachm  of  tincture  cinchona  com. 
in  water,  just  before  meals,  with  immediate  and 
permanent  relief. 

Case  2.  A  gentleman,  who  had  been  a  dyspeptic 
for  many  years,  had  suffered  especially  from  fre- 
quent vomiting  of  food,  distress  after  eating,  and 
restlessness  at  night,  which  was  agravated  by  a 
desire  to  urinate.  Half  a  drachm  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract, just  before  eating  and  at  bed  time,  promptly 
checked  the  vomiting,  allayed  the  irritability  of  the 
bladder,  and  gave  him  refreshing  rest  at  night. 

Case  3.  Mr.  M.,  aged  40,  while  convalescing 
from  typhoid  fever,  was  attacked  with  an  obstinate 
dysentery  with  severe  tenesmus  and  frequent  dis- 
charges of  bloody  mucus.  For  five  days  the  dis- 
ease resisted  every  known  remedy,  including  ano- 
dyne enemas,  calomel  and  opium,  turpentine  emul- 
sion, etc.  All  other  treatment  was  then  discon- 
tinued, and  twenty-five  drops  of  fluid  extract   of 


Oenothera  were  given  every  three  hours.  The  dys- 
enteric discharges  entirely  ceased  after  the  second 
dose,  and  the  patient  had  a  natural  fecal  discharge 
within  twelve  hours. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  has  recently  found 
valuable  results  from  this  remedy  {Quarterly  Ab- 
stract of  Medical  5«>«^^,  February,  1877).  He 
says  :  "  From  my  own  clinical  observation  I  am 
inclined  to  regard  it  as  a  mild  but  efficient  sedative 
to  nervous  sensibility,  acting  more  especially  on 
the  pneumo-gastric  nerve." 

Its  chief  value,  I  believe,  will  be  found  in  typhoid 
fever,  to  the  treatment  of  which  it  is  peculiarly 
adapted  by  its  soothing  action  upon  the  intestinal 
mucous  surface.  I  am  convinced  that  it  essentially 
modifies  the  inflammatory  condition  which  pre- 
cedes ulceration  of  Peyer's  patches,  and  that  its 
use  may  frequently  prevent  ulceration.  The  usual 
dose  in  typhoid  fevers  is  from  fifteen  to  thirty  drops 
every  three  hours.  There  is  no  danger  of  an  over- 
dose, and  I  have  known  a  tablespoonful  of  the 
fluid  extract  to  be  given  every  two  hours,  by  mis- 
take, till  two  ounces  had  been  taken.  In  that  case 
it  seemed  to  revive  the  patient,  after  the  manner  of 
a  stimulant,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  it  might  not  be 
advantageously  given  in  large  doses  in  some  cases. 
The  fluid  extract  of  Oenothera  is  not  incompatible 
in  mixtures  with  any  other  medicine.  Its  flavor 
resembles  that  of  cold  tea,  and  it  is  acceptable  to 
any  condition  of  the  stomach.  It  appears  to  be 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  profession,  and 
the  writer  would  be  pleased  to  learn  the  results  of 
its  use  in  the  hands  of  other  practitioners. —  Jas. 
F.  Sullivan,  M.  D.,  in  Pacijic  Medical  Journal. 


Gurjun  Balsam  in  Gonorrhcea. — This  pre- 
paration, according  to  the  ^«//.  Gin.  de  Thirapeu- 
tique,  has  been  employed  with  success  in  some  of 
the  hospitals  of  Paris. 

The  following  is  used  by  Dr.  Vidal  at  the  St. 
Louis  Hospital : 

9.    Gurjun  balsam,  3  j. 
Gum  arable,  3  j. 
Infusion  of  star  anise,  3  x. 

Make  an  emulsion.  To  be  divided  into  two 
doses,  and  taken  immediately  before  meals. 

Gurjun  balsam  is  cheaper  than  copaiba,  is  said 
to  act  more  rapidly,  and 'has  no  unpleasant  effect 
on  the  breath. — Druggists  Circular  and  Chemical 
Gazette. 


Eucalyptus  in  Gastric  Affections. — Dr. 
Bell  writes  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal 
that  a  gentleman  of  seventy-five  had  suffered  from 
formidable  disease  of  the  stomach  for  eight  or  ten 
years,  and  on  several  occasions  had  seemed  very 
near  his  end,  with  every  symptom  of  malignant 
ulceration.  Great  quantities  of  blood  had  been 
vomited  from  time  to  time,  and  at  short  intervals, 
seldom  exceeding  a  fortnight,  the  stomach,  after 
becoming  painfully  distended  with  a  sour,  barmy 
fluid,  was  relieved  by  repeated  vomiting,  while  like 
itself  seemed  possible  only  with  extreme  lightness 
of  diet  and  most  rigorous  self-denial.  A  strong, 
active  man  had  become  a  confirmed  invalid,  and 
seemed  both  to  himself  and  others  beyond  the 
reach  of  remedies. 

He  has  taken  the  tincture  of  eucalyptus  twice 
daily  for  many  months,  and  during  all  that  time 
has  scarcely  had  even  a  threatening  of  those  pain- 
ful and  exhausting  attacks  which  had  latterly  oc- 
curred almost  every  week. 

Another  old  gentleman,  a  retired  medical  man 
of  eminence,  who  for  some  years  has  labored 
under  symptoms  which  indicate  disease  of  the 
stomach,  and  possibly  the  colon,  is  so  sensible  of 


44 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


[February,  1879 


benefit  from  the  use  of  the  medicine,  that  he  can 
seldom  abandon  it  for  even  a  few  days  without 
being  reminded  of  its  importance,  and  eagerly 
resuming  it. 

Another  case  in  which  ulceration,  or  some  other 
organic  disease  of  the  stomach,  seemed  the  only 
reasonable  diagnosis :  The  patient,  a  widow  with  a 
family  dependent  upon  her,  made  an  unexpected 
recovery  from  extreme  attenuation  and  weakness 
under  similar  treatment. 

I  have  tried  it  repeatedly  in  a  class  of  cases 
which  are  usually  regarded  as  ulcers  of  the  stom- 
ach threatening  perforation.  They  are  mainly 
young  women,  servants,  seamstresses,  and  others 
who  partake  largely  of  tea  which  has  been  boiled 
or  allowed  to  infuse  too  long  on  the  hob ;  but  I 
cannot  say  that  their  attacks  of  pain  after  food 
have  been  cut  short  in  the  same  indisputable  man- 
ner as  in  the  cases  already  referred  to,  because 
such  persons  usually  get  well  under  ordinary  treat- 
ment, and  by  avoiding  what  may  be  called  the 
poisonous  cause  of  their  malady.  Still,  I  have  met 
with  individuals  who,  by  taking  the  eucalyptus, 
have  become,  in  their  own  opinion,  exempt  from 
the  recurrence  of  attacks  which  past  experience 
had  led  them  to  anticipate. 

My  object  in  this  note  will  be  attained  if  those 
who  have  opportunities  will  give  the  remedy  a 
trial,  for  it  is  only  by  an  unprejudiced  and  cautious 
accumulation  of  experience  that  the  real  value  of 
a  therapeutic  agent  can  be  estimated.  Of  course 
no  one  will  think  of  using  the  medicine  as  a  spe- 
cific in  any  case  where  it  may  seem  to  be  indicated. 
All  the  details  as  to  diet  and  general  regimen 
which  would  be  deemed  necessary  without  it  must 
be  carefully  attended  to. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  it  seemed  to  me 
of  manifest  use  lately  in  a  case  of  diphtheria 
commencing  in  the  gullet  and  ascending  to  the 
fauces. 


Eriodyction  glutinosum,  yerba  santa  of  the 
Mexicans,  and  a  great  medicine  among  the  Indians 
of  southern  Utah,  Arizona  and  California.  A  de- 
coction made  from  this  plant,  and  taken  internally 
for  rheumatism  and  partial  paralysis,  or  applied  ex- 
ternally, is  an  excellent  remedy.  For  affections  of 
the  lungs,  the  leaves  are  used  by  smoking  or  chew- 
ing dry,  or  a  tea  is  made  from  them  and  drank. — 
American  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 


Eucalyptus  in  Malarial  Disorders.— Dr. 
Dow,  of  London,  contributes  the  following  expe- 
rience with  this  remedy :  My  patient  was  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  lived  many  years  in  India  and 
China,  and  during  his  residence  abroad  had  had 
seven  attacks  of  ague.  Recently  he  experienced  a 
return  of  his  old  symptoms,  and  took  quinine,  as 
he  had  been  accustomed  to,  to  check  the  illness. 
However,  on  this  occasion  it  failed  to  produce  the 
usual  effect,  so  I  recommended  him  to  try  the  eu- 
calyptus. The  effect  was  at  once  marked,  and 
speedily  all  his  intermittent  symptoms  left  him. 
The  remedy  is  pleasant  to  take,  and  the  dose  I 
have  prescribed  is  ten  minims  of  the  tincture. — 
London  Lancet. 


Grindelia  Robusta  in  Pertussis.— Observ- 
ing the  good  effects  of  grindelia  robusta  in  the 
treatment  of  asthma,  I  was  led  to  believe  it  would 
be  serviceable  in  pertussis — as  they  are  allied  af- 
fections— and  resolved  to  give  it  a  fair  trial  on  the 
first  favorable  opportunity.  Fortunately  I  had  not 
long  to  wait,  for  in  a  short  time  a  number  of  cases 
came   under    my   care,    and    I    administered    the 


remedy  in  various  combinations,  with  very  satis- 
factory results. 

The  article  does  not  control  the  paroxysms  as 
completely  as  some  others,  l;jut  it  so  modifies  them 
and  lessens  their  number  that  they  become  in  a 
short  time  more  tolerable,  and  restoration  is  more 
rapid  and  permanent  under  its  use  than  any  other 
article  which  I  have  used. 

The  number  of  cases  to  which  I  administered  it 
with  uniform  results  was  sufficient,  in  my  opinion, 
to  establish  its  merits,  and  I  shall  hereafter  consider 
it  as  one  of  my  best  remedies  in  treating  that 
troublesome  affection. 

If  grindelia  robusta  has  been  previously  used  to 
any  extent  in  the  treatment  of  whooping-cough,  I  am 
unaware  of  the  fact,  as  I  do  not  remember  having 
seen  any  reports  to  that  effect,  and  therefore  present 
the  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  profession, 
hoping  they  will  give  the  article  a  fair  test  and  re- 
port results. — C.  H.  Hasmer,  M.  D.,  in  Arkansas 
Medical  Journal. 


Yerba  Santa. — The  mycelium  of  pertussis 
invests  the  bronchitic  and  reflex  nerve  centers — 
essentially  a  nervous  disease,  characterized  by 
periodicity.  The  spasmodic  symptoms  are  serious. 
The  yerba  santa  has  a  most  remarkable  effect  on 
the  disease  in  subduing  irritation  and  breaking  it 
up.  The  intense  whoop  generally  lasts  but  a  few 
days,  and  in  some  instances  it  subsides  altogether 
under  the  remedy.  Alone,  without  bromide  potass, 
or  calabar  bean,  it  effects  remarkable  results,  but 
when  these  remedies  are  added  they  effectually 
break  up  the  condition.  In  chronic  bronchitis 
and  emphysema,  trouble  affections  which  require 
nice  management,  this  remedy  operates  like  a 
charm. 

There  is  a  disease  much  overlooked,  paralysis  of 
the  bronchial  muscles,  in  which  yerba  santa  plays 
an  important  part.  It  relieves  the  congested  or 
thickened  epithelium,  and  the  patient  can  breathe 
freer.  In  aphonia  (tubercular),  this  remedy  relieves 
it  at  once.  It  is  perhaps  the  most  direct  restora- 
tive drug  in  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  that 
we  possess.  Let  my  professional  brethren  try  it 
in  asthma,  bronchitis,  laryngitis ;  it  will  not  disap- 
point you.  In  Philadelphia  it  can  be  procured 
from  Wm.  D.  Elliott  &  Co.,  58  North  Fourth  street, 
agents  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. — Dr.  H.  P.  Fry,  in 
Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


Paraguay  Tea. — The  leaves  of  this  tree  yield  the 
bitter  principle  theine.  But  it  yields  important  medi- 
cinal properties  ;  besides  it  is  a  diaphoretic,  alleviates 
bronchial  and  pulmonary  irritation  ;  a  diuretic,  acts 
very  kindly  on  the  liver,  removes  malarial  enlarge- 
ment of  the  same.  It  differs  altogether  from  ordi- 
nary tea,  as  the  latter  increases  metamorphosis  and 
waste,  and  people  addicted  to  it  are  proverbially 
thin,  whereas  the  use  of  Paraguay  tea  renders  the 
patient  strong,  robust,  and  he  acquires  flesh.  Such 
a  valuable  plant  is  not  to  be  overlooked,  besides  its 
power  of  rendering  the  vital  forces  capable  of 
withstanding  great  hardship.  It  is  very  remarka- 
ble that,  though  this  drug  causes  great  increase  of 
strength  and  flesh,  that  it  is  chiefly  nervous  growth 
that  it  promotes — that  it  has  no  tendency  to  cause  an 
elaboration  of  adipose  tissue.  The  remarkable 
action  of  this  tea  on  hypertrophied  liver  is  marvel- 
ous ;  it  seems  to  cause  disintegration  and  contrac- 
tion of  the  degenerated  tissue — when  the  portal 
blood  cannot  pass  through  the  viscus  to  get  rid  of 
its  effete  particles  or  to  carry  nutriment  to  it,  this 
tea  effects  the  desired  result.  It  has  a  peculiar  action 
on  the  liver  not  possessed  by  any  other  drug.  It  is,  as 
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a  remedy,  more  especially  in  malarial  (amyloid)  and 
gin  drinkers,  (fatty)  degeneration  of  the  liver  or 
cirrhosis,  that  we  have  found  this  drug  of  the 
greatest  possible  use.  It  seems  to  exercise  a  resol- 
vent effect,  and  under  its  use  induration  and  hyper- 
trophy give  way. — Dr.  H.  U.  Bruner,  in  Eclectic 
Medical.  Jota-tial. 

Philadelphia,  August  5,  1878. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Wood — Dear  Sir:  Since  writing  you 
the  results  I  obtained  by  the  use  of  picrate  of 
ammonia  for  the  immediate  cure  of  whooping- 
cough,  I  have  had  some  ten  or  twelve  additional 
cases.  I  treated  them  in  the  same  way,  and  (with 
the  picrate  of  ammonia)  have  had  the  most  satis- 
factory results.  Indeed,  some  of  the  cases  were 
cured  in  the  marvelously  short  time  of  from 
twenty-four  to  seventy-two  hours.  Having  had 
the  ten  or  twelve  cases  additional  to  those  already 
reported  May  25,  together  with  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  cases  reported  to  me  within  the  past  few 
days,  I  can  most  safely  affirm  that,  if  properly  ad- 
ministered, the  picrate  of  ammonia  .is  a  specific  for 
the  cure  of  whooping-cough.  I  have  increased  the 
dose  somewhat.  I  now  give  to  babies  one-sixteenth 
to  one-twelfth  grain,  to  children  one-twelfth  to  one- 
eighth  grain  everj^-  three  hours,  and  I  have  ob- 
served more  positiveness  in  the  results. 

I  have  also  used  in  one  case  of  diphtheria  picrate 
of  ammonia  by  applying  as  a  gargle  (gr.  viii  to  Oj) 
and  by  atomization. 

The  solution  of  picrate  produced  a  yellowish 
staining  of  the  parts  in  such  a  way  that  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  a  destruction  of  the  micrococci 
ensued,  and  a  speedy  cure  of  the  disease  was  the 
result.  In  my  next  case  I  will  try  to  demonstrate 
(microscopically)  the  opinion  I  am  forced  to  enter- 
tain by  the  result  of  the  plan  of  treatment  I  carried 
out. 

It  of  course  will  be  advisable  to  detach  thick 
exudations  so  that  the  picrate  of  ammonia  solution 
can  come  in  direct  contact  with  the  colonies  of 
of  spherical  bacteria. — M.  T.  Dellenbaugh,  in  Med- 
ical Times. 


Notes  on  Jaborandi  and  Pilocarpine. — 
Since  the  publication  of  my  notes  on  "Jaborandi 
and  its  Active  Principle,  Pilocarpine,"  in  No.  38 
(June  20th,  1878),  of  The  Hospital  Gazette,  I  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  observe  the  action  of  jabo- 
randi in  several  very  interesting  cases,  and  I  pre- 
sent them  to-day,  together  with  some  additional 
remarks — taken  from  German  periodicals — to  the 
profession. 

Case  I. — About  the  middle  of  July  I  was  called 
to  attend  a  woman,  supposed  to  be  in  the  8th  or 
9th  month  of  pregnancy,  and  greatly  suffering  from 
"  swelling  of  the  legs."  Patient  was  21  years  of 
age,  primipara,  married  ten  months.  I  found  the 
lower  limbs  considerably  oedematous,  face  and 
hands  slightly  so.  The  urine  contained  a  large 
amount  of  albumen,  hyaline  casts  were  present  in 
small  quantity;  the  diagnosis  was  made  ;  paren- 
chymatous nephritis,  with  rather  a  doubtful  prog- 
nosis. I  prescribed  Yz  drachm  of  fl.  ext.  of  pilocar- 
pus pinnatus,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  simple 
syrup,  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours.  About  24 
hours  after  I  had  seen  the  patient  for  the  first  time, 
and  shortly  after  she  had  taken  the  third  dose  of 
the  medicine,  I  was  called  again  and  found  the 
patient  sweating  nicely,  slightly  nauseated,  and 
labor  commencing.  She  was  delivered  about 
six  hours  later  of  a  living  male  child  of  small  size, 
apparently  eight  months  old,  without  any  difficulty. 
The  use  of  jaborandi  was  continued,  together  with 
laxatives  and  counter-irritation  over  the  region  of ' 


the  kidneys,  the  oedema  gradually  disappeared,  and 
the  urine  became  of  normal  character  about  three 
weeks  after  confinement.  The  question  arose  in 
my  mind — Did  the  use  of  jaborandi  cause  the  pre- 
mature delivery .'  Since  that  time  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  see  a  statement  made  by  Dr.  F. 
Massman  {Centralblatt  f.  Gynakol.,  iSyS,  No.  g), 
saying,  that  in  cases  of  pregnant  women  suffering 
from  oedema  he  had  s^n  several  times  premature  de- 
livery following  the  hypodermic  injection  of  ]/&  gr. 
of  pilocarpine.  Dr.  F.  Schauta,  of  Vienna  (  Wiener 
Med.  Wochenschrift,  No.  ig),  states,  that  he  has 
employed  pilocarpine  just  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ducing premature  delivery,  and  that  a  few  hours 
after  the  injection  of  the  second  dose  of  ^  gr. 
pilocarpine  labor  commenced,  and  16  hours  later 
a  living  child  was  born. 

Taking  these  testimonies  as  they  are  presented 
by  different  observers,  it  seems  very  advisable  to 
use  great  caution  in  employing  the  preparations 
of  jaborandi  during  the  later  months  of  preg- 
nancy. 

Case  2. — P.  McC. ;  Irish  ;  ^t.  42.  I  saw  the  pa- 
tient for  the  first  time  June  24th,  and  found  him 
suffering  from  pleurisy,  the  left  side  of  his  chest 
being  full  of  fluid,  the  area  of  flatness  extending  up 
to  apex  of  the  lung.  The  general  condition  seemed 
to  be  good,  there  were  no  signs  of  empyema,  but 
the  large  quantity  of  fluid  contained  in  one  side  of 
his  chest,  greatly  interfered  with  his  breathing — ■ 
dyspnoea  was  well  marked.  Paracentesis  thoracis 
or  jaborandi  ?  This  was  the  question  which  pre- 
sented itself  to  my  mind.  I  decided  in  favor  of 
the  latter,  with  the  view  to  resort  to  the  former  if 
necessary.  The  fluid  extract  was  employed  in  yi 
drachm  doses  every  two  hours,  with  |  ss  doses  of 
spts.  frumenti,  given  shortly  after  the  administra- 
tion of  the  medicine.  The  diaphoretic  action  of 
the  preparation  used  was  as  good  as  I  have  ever 
seen  it,  all  the  clothes  about  the  patient  were 
literally  drenched.  The  patient  took  during  a 
treatment  extending  over  two  weeks,  i  j^  ounces  of 
the  fluid  extract.  The  quantity  of  fluid  within  the 
chest  gradually  diminished  with  the  beginning  of 
the  treatment,  and  the  dyspnoea  was  greatly  re- 
lieved after  the  second  day.  The  third  half  ounce 
of  the  fluid  extract — although  of  the  same  kind — 
failed  to  produce  such  marked  diaphoresis  as  fol- 
lowed the  administration  of  the  first  and  second 
half  ounces.  The  treatment  of  this  case  was 
managed  in  the  following  way  : 

June  26th. —  3  ss.  fl.  ext.  jaborandi,  followed  by 
I  ss.  spts.  frumenti  given  at  8  A.  M.,  10  A.  M.,  12M., 
2  P.  M.,  4  and  6  p.  M. 

June  27th. — 8  A.  M.,  ID  A.  M. 

June  27th  to  July  ist. — Hydrochlorate  of  quinia 
in  tonic  doses. 

July  2d  and  July  3d. — Jaborandi  and  whisky 
(given  the  same  way)  as  before,  and  again  followed 
by  tonic  doses  of  quinia. 

July  7th  and  July  8th. — Jaborandi  and  whisky, 
given  for  the  last  time. 

July  1 2th. — Patient  went  to  work  again,  with 
some  fluid  remaining  in  his  chest. 

August  I  St. — Discharged  cured. 

Case  3. — Mrs.  S. ;  Ireland  ;    £et.  60. 

Saw  her  for  the  first  time  August  5th,  found  her 
suffering  from  general  anasarca  due  to  fatty  degen- 
eration of  the  heart.  She  stated  that  she  had  been 
sick  for  over  ten  years.  Patient  was  veiy  stout ; 
dyspnoea  marked  ;  examination  of  urine  negative  ; 
prognosis  made,  unfavorable.  To  relieve  the  dropsy 
temporarily,  I  concluded  to  try  jaborandi.  August 
loth  she  took  four  teaspoonfuls  of  the  following 
mixture ; 

Vp.    Ext.  jaborandi  fl., 
Syr.  simplicis,  aa.  5  ss. 
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M.  Sig.  3  j  every  two  hours;  and  August  nth, 
she  took  two  doses  more. 

In  this  case  the  remedy  for  the  first  time  utterly 
failed  to  produce  its  physiological  action. 

The  saliva  was  secreted  in  somewhat  larger 
quantity  than  normally,  but  diaphoresis  was  absent ; 
vomiting  occurred  three  or  four  times,  and  notwith- 
standing the  liberal  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants,  the 
patient  was  in  an  extremely  weak  condition  for 
some  time  after  the  administration  of  the  jaborandi. 
Patient  died  ten  days  afterwards. 

Prof.  R.  Demme,  of  Bern  (Switzerland),  and  Dr. 
Zielewicz,  of  Posen  (Prussia),  have  published  very 
interesting  and  valuable  observations  on  the  use  of 
muriate  of  pilocarpine — commonly  known  as  pilo- 
carpine— in  diseases  of  children.  {Centralblatt  f. 
Kinder heilkunde.  No.  i  and  No.  14). 

Demme  reports  33  cases  treated  by  the  hypoder- 
mic use  of  pilocarpine  (Merck's),  23  of  which  were 
cases  of  desquamative  (parenchymatous)  nephritis  ; 
18  of  them  following  scarlatina,  one  of  them  oc- 
curring in  a  child  (female)  nine  months  old ;  and 
3   following  diphtheria.      He   used   the   following 

doses : 

One-twelfth  gr.  under  two  years  of  age. 
One-sixth  to  one-fourth  gr.  between  two  and  six 

years. 

One-fourth  to  one-third  gr.  to  older  children. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  he  gave  but  one  injec- 
tion during  24  hours,  but  in  severe  cases  two,  three, 
and  in  one  instance  even  four  injections  during 
that  time.  In  31  cases  out  of  the  33  reported, 
Demme  did  not  obser\'e  any  unpleasant  symptoms 
after  the  use  of  the  pilocarpine.  In  those  two 
cases  where  unpleasant  symptoms  (vomiting,  faint- 
ing, singultus)  occurred,  there  was  a  remarkable 
absence  of  the  diaphoretic  and  of  the  sialogogue 
action  of  the  remedy.  A  small  quantity  of 
brandy  (M.  xx  to  3  JO  administered  shortly  before 
the  use  of  the  pilocarpine  almost  prevented  the  un- 
pleasant symptoms  mentioned,  in  one  of  the  two 
cases.  About  the  therapeutic  value  of  pilocarpine. 
Prof.  Demme  expresses  himself  in  the  following 
way :  The  remedy  had  undoubtedly  a  most  favor- 
able influence  on  those  children  suffering  from  scar- 
latina-nephritis with  dropsy. 

In  regard  to  certainty  and  quickness  of  action,  it 
is  superior  to  all  the  different  methods  which  are 
now  employed  to  produce  diaphoresis.  In  two 
cases  of  anuria  with  severe  ursemic  symptoms,  im- 
provement commenced  after  the  injection  of  the 
first  dose  of  one-sixth  gr. ;  the  injections  were  re- 
peated several  times  daily,  and  these  injections 
proved  to  be  life-saving. 

Only  two  out  of  18  cases  of  scarlatina-nephritis 
died,  all  the  others  and  those  three  cases  which  oc- 
curred after  diphtheria  recovered.  Finally,  Demme 
arrives  at  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  Pilocarpine  proves  to  be  a  very  valuable  dia- 
phoretic and  sialogogue  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases of  children. 

2.  In  proper  doses  it  is  well  borne  even  in  the 
eariiest  ages  of  infancy.  Among  the  youngest 
children  its  sialogogue  effect,  among  older  ones  its 
diaphoretic  effect,  is  predominant. 

3.  Unpleasant  complications— following  its  ad 
ministration — were  but  exceptionally  observed  even 
among  infants.     The  administration  of  small  doses 
of  brandy  before  the  injection  does  probably  pre- 
vent the  occurrence  of  them  to  a  large  extent. 

4.  The  most  important  field  for  the  use  of  pilo- 
carpine in  the  practice  among  sick  children,  is  in 
cases  of  desquamative  (parenchymatous)  nephritis, 
with  dropsy  following  scarlatina,  diphtheria,  etc. 
Diuresis  is  produced  in  a  majority  of  cases.  The 
amount  of  albumen  and  of  blood  discharged  with 
the  urine  is  not  increased,  probably  diminished. 


5.   An   influence  of  pilocarpine  on  the   heart's 
action  has  not  been  observed. 

Dr.  Zielewicz  (hospital  for  sick  children  in  Posen) 
pubhshes  his  observations  based  on  23  cases  with 
89  injections,  occurring  in  children  between  the 
ages  of  two  and  thirteen  years.  In  19  instances 
the  little  patients  suffered  from  dropsy  due  to  dis- 
turbances of  circulation  through  the  kidneys,  fol- 
lowing scarlatina,  diphtheria  and  malarial  cachexia. 
Dr.  Zielewicz  is  not  quite  as  enthusiastic  as  others 
about  the  therapeutic  value  of  pilocarpine.  He  claims 
that  one-sixth  gr.  is  too  large  a  dose  for  children 
under  six  years  of  age,  and  employs  only  one- 
twelfth  to  one-eighth  gr.  in  such  cases.  Z.  ob- 
served in  several  cases  marked  diuresis  and  diar- 
rhoea, vomiting,  and  in  one  instance  collapse  follow- 
ing the  hypodermic  injection  of  pilocarpine.  Ashe 
makes  the  statement  that  in  the  one  case  in  which 
one-sixth  gr.  produced  collapse  (ending,  however, 
in  recovery)  the  child  vomited  severely  seven  times 
during  one  hour,  the  question  seems  to  be  very  per- 
tinent, whether  the  collapse  should  be  regarded 
as  being  primarily  due  to  the  action  of  the 
remedy. 

An  important  physiological  effect  of  pilocarpine 
— according  to  Zielewicz — is  its  power  to  reduce 
animal  heat.  He  has  observed  a  decrease  of  tem- 
perature amounting  to  as  much  as  2,  2>^,  and  even 
3  degrees,  averaging,  however,  i  to  i  >^  degrees. 
In  very  few  instances  there  was  a  slight  increase  of 
the  temperature.  Again,  it  seems  doubtful  to  me 
whether  the  diminution  of  the  temperature  can  be 
attributed  primarily  to  the  action  of  pilocarpine,  or 
whether  it  is  not  due,  and  only  temporarily  caused 
by,  the  evaporation  of  the  perspiration.  Zielewicz 
arrives  at  the  following  conclusions  : 

1.  Pilocarpine  is  a  reliable  diaphoretic  in  the  dis- 
eases of  children. 

2.  The  unpleasant  symptoms  which  occasionally 
follow  the  administration  of  this  remedy  interfere 
with  its  more  general  use. 

3.  To  eliminate  or  diminish  these  complications, 
the  following  rules  should  be  observed : 

a.  The  dose  of  pilocarpine  should  be  as  small  as 
possible. 

b.  A  small  amount  of  morphia  should  be  admin- 
istered with  the  pilocarpine— best  in  the  proportion 
of  10  pts.  hydrochlorate  of  pilocarpine  to  i  pt.  hy- 
drochlorate  of  morphia. 

c:  To  prevent  collapse,  a  few  drops  of  camphor- 
ated oil  should  be  added  to  the  solution.— /'aw/ //^. 
Kretzschmar,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn. 


Grindelia  Robusta  in  Whooping-Cough.— 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  District  Medi- 
cal Society,  Dr.  Pattee  called  attention  to  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  the  drug  in  certain  pulmonary 
affections,  and  remarked  that  7nost  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tracts sold  in  this  market  was  said  to  be  worthless. 
Dr.  Pattee  had  used  the  tincture  in  bronchitis, 
asthma  and  whooping-cough,  in  doses  of  half  a 
drachm  or  more,  repeated  every  one  or  two  hours. 
The  effect  was  said  to  have  been  curative  in  thirty 
cases  of  whooping-cough,  after  three  or  four  days, 
without  the  occurrence  of  relapses.  The  dose  for 
a  child  two  years  old  would  be  about  ten  drops.— 

The  Pharmacist. 

OZOKERINE.— This  is  a  smooth  yellowish  sub- 
stance prepared  from  earth-wax,  and  resembling 
some  of  the  paraffines  in  appearance.  It  appears 
bland  and  non-irritating,  and  likely  to  prove  use- 
ful as  a  dressing  for  wounds  and  excoriations.— 
Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Clinic. 
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Pepsin,  etc. — Some  of  the  animal  proximate 
principles,  much  vaunted  for  a  time,  are  little  used, 
and  in  fact  regarded  as  medicinally  inert  by  very 
competent  authority.  Among  these  I  may  only 
mention  pepsin.  But,  then,  since  vvre  have  found 
this  out,  our  friends  furnish  us  lactopeptine,  which 
they  say  is  of  imdoubted  virtue.  So  far  as  I  have 
tried  it,  I  regard  //inert  also.  But  these  gentlemen 
are  presenting  us  substances  of  definite  chemical 
composition,  they  say,  actually  representing  the 
very  nearest  animalized  principles  of  our  bodies — 
compounds  of  protagon — why  not  protoplasm  ? 
and  this  set  aside  all  the  vital  chemistry  of  the 
animal  body,  enabling  us  to  do  without  any  diges- 
tion as  such,  any  nutrition  as  such,  and  handing 
us,  made  to  order,  and  enveloped  in  beautiful  and 
savory  shape,  the  very  tissues  of  our  body. — Ex- 
tract from  Dr.  Welch's  paper,  in  Richmond  and 
Louisville  Medical  Journal. 


FUCUS  Vesiculosus.— The  fucus  vesiculosus 
is  one  of  the  new  agents  recently  brought  to  notice 
as  a  remedy  for  obesity.  It  is  a  sea  plant,  and 
grows  near  the  shore,  attaching  itself  by  its  ex- 
panded woody  fiber.  It  is  said  that  M.  Dupare, 
having  given  a  trial  to  this  remedy  for  an  obstinate 
psoriasis,  for  the  cure  of  which  it  had  been  recom- 


mended, observed  that  it  possessed  the  property 
of  diminishing  the  fat  of  the  system,  and  with  no 
injurious  effect  otherwise.  Others  have  reported 
like  results  with  this  drug.  The  profession  should 
give  it  a  trial.  Dose  of  fluid  extract,  half  to  one 
fluid  drachm,  as  prepared  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. — 
Southern  Medical  Record. 

The  Bael  as  an  Astringent.— This  Indian 
drug  is  rising  in  popularity  in  England.  The  tree 
of  which  the  bael  is  the  fruit  grows  to  a  large  size, 
and  is  sacred  to  Siva.  The  fruit,  the  size  of  an 
orange,  contains  an  aromatic  essential  oil,  with 
pungent  and  astringent  substances.  It  is  employed 
especially  as  a  carminative,  as  an  astringent,  and 
an  aperient  in  constipation,  being  given  especially 
in  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  and  indigestion  ;  in  the  lat- 
ter to  regulate  the  bowels.  In  the  latter  stage  of 
the  dysentery,  when  diarrhoea,  simple  or  dysenteric, 
continues,  with  exhaustion.  Sir  Joseph  Fayrer  es- 
pecially recommends  it.  It  has  occasionally  been 
given  in  this  country,  and  a  formula  exists  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  for^  the  preparation  of  a 
liquid  extract,  but  the  value  of  this  preparation  is 
regarded  as  somewhat  doubtful.  In  India  it  is 
frequently  given  in  the  form  of  sherbet  or  marma- 
lade.— Med.  Surg.  Rep. 
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We  shall  continue  the  reports  of  practitioners 
upon  the  .remedies  introduced  to  your  notice  next 
year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  retnedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 


Miscellaneous  Business  Notices. 


Distilled  Extract  Witch  Hazel. 

For  sale  in  bulk  per  gallon,  or  in  pound  bottles. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Gurjun  Balsam, 

The  new  substitute  for  copaiba,   in  gonorrhoea, 
for  sale  in  quantities  as  desired,  by 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


For  Sale. 

Drug  store  doing  a  paying  business.  Stock 
small  and  clean  ;  fixtures  nearly  new.  For  par- 
ticulars address 

"Pharmacist,"  P.  O.  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


A  Fine  Chance  for  Investment. 

A  drug  store  in  one  of  the  best  business  loca- 
tions in  the  city  of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale. 
The  proprietor  is  compelled  by  urgent  personal 
reasons  to  close  up  his  business  within  a  brief 
period,  and  will  offer  stock,  fixtures  and  good  will 
at  very  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be 
given. 

Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargain 
in  a  cash  purchase. 

The  store  is  v/ell  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 

Address  "  Druggist,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Michigan  Medical  News. 

Published  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron,  assisted 
lay  an  able  staff.  Send  three-cent  postage  stamp 
for  specimen  copy. 


Cascara  Sagrada  (Rhamnus  Purshiana). 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  maltose,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia 
and  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy.     Specify  "  P.,  D.  &  Co's." 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.  Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 


Pepsine  and  Pancreatine. 

These  articles  from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  will  recommend  themselves  for  uni- 
formity and  general  therapeutical  efficacy. 


Boldo. 

The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhcea  and  rheumatism.  See  advertising 
page  V.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  titiftitus 
aurum.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


improve- 
Their  list 


Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  made  many 
ments  in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals, 
comprises  all  standard  formula,  as  well  as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s "  on 
their  prescriptions. 


Pink  Granules. 

These  granules  are  intended  to  supply  the  need 
of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require  minute  doses, 
or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  complaints 
of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regular  line  of 
pills,  a  coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify 
"  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Just  Received. 

A  large  supply  of  genuine  fresh 


Cascara  Sagrada, 
Penthorum  Sedoides, 
Gentiana  Quinqueflora, 
Berberis  Aquifolium, 
Yerba  Reuma, 

Grindelia  Robusta 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit 


Gurjun  Balsam, 
FoHa  Carobae, 
Bael  Fruit, 
Boldo  Leaves, 
Jaborandi, 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF   THE 


Wayne  County   Medical  Society, 


ORGANIZED  AUGUST  Uth,  1876. 


[PUBLISHED'  FOR  THE  SOCIETY.] 


ARTICLES  OF  ASSOCIATION. 

We,  the  undersigned,  for  the  purpose  of  becom- 
ing incorporated,  do  hereby  associate  ourselves  to- 
gether, and  hereby  make  and  sign  these  Articles 
of  Association,  under  and  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
entitled,  "An  act  to  authorize  the  formation  of  cor- 
porations for  lite'rary  and  scientific  purposes,"  ap- 
proved, March  2ist,  1865,  and  being  Chapter  112 
of  the  Compiled  Laws  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  names  of  the  parties  hereby  associating,  and 
their  places  of  residence,  are  as  follows : 

Henry  F.  Lyster,  353  JefTerson  avenue,  Detroit. 
William  H.  Rouse,  441  Sixth  street,  Detroit. 
J.  B.  Book,  317  Jefferson  avenue,  Detroit.. 
J.  J.  Mulheron,  19  Croghan  street,  Detroit. 
C.  Henri  Leonard,  95  Pitcher  street,  Detroit. 
Wm.  C.  Gustin,  21  Henry  street,  Detroit. 
Wm.  Brodie,  64  Lafayette  avenue,  Detroit. 
Geo.  R.  Richards,  144  Congress  street  east,  De- 
troit. 

A.  Borrowman,  133  Jefferson  avenue,  Detroit. 
Augustus  Kaiser,  446  Gratiot  avenue,  Detroit. 

The  name  of  the  corporation  hereby  intended  to 
be  incorporated  is,  "  The  Wayne  County  Medical 
Society."  The  K)ffice,  for  the  transaction  of  its 
business  shall  be  located  in  Detroit,  county  of 
Wayne,  and  the  period  for  which  it  shall  be  in- 
corporated shall  be  thirty  years. 

The  objects  of  this  association  shall  be  the  cul- 
tivation and  advancement  of  the  medical  sciences ; 
the  founding  of  a  library ;  and  the  association  of 
the  profession,  in  the  county,  for  the  purpose  of 
recognition  and  fellowship. 

The  affairs  of  this  association  shall  be  managed 
by  a  Board  of  Directors,  consisting  of  the  President 
and  Secretary,  ex  officio,  and  five  other  members 
chosen  severally,  by  the  association,  for  such  period 
and  in  such  manner,  as  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws of  the  society  may  provide. 

Until  their  successors  shall  be  elected  as  pro- 
vided by  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  to  be  here- 


after adopted,  Wm.  Brodie  shall  be  President 
W.  H.  Rouse,  Secretary,  and  they,  together  with 
H.  F.  Lyster,  J.  J.  Mulheron,  J.  B.  Book,  Wm.  C. 
Gustin  and  A.  Borrowman,  shall  constitute  the 
first  Board  of  Directors.  Geo.  R.  Richards  shall 
be  Treasurer. 

In  witness  hereof,  the  persons  so  associating 
have  hereunto  set  their  hands,  and  also  unto  a  du- 
plicate hereof,  this  fourteenth  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six. 

[Signed]  Henry  F.  Lyster. 

W.  H.  Rouse. 

J.  B.  BOOK. 

•  J.  J.  Mulheron. 
C.  Henri  Leonard. 
Wm.  C.  Gustin. 
Wm.  Brodie. 
Geo.  R.  Richards. 
A.  Borrowman. 
Augustus  Kaiser, 

affidavit  of  notary  public. 

state  of  MICHIGAN,  I 

County  of  Wayne.      ( 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  notary  public  in  and 
for  the  said  county,  personally  appeared  Henry  F. 
Lyster,  W.  H.  Rouse,  J.  B.  Book,  William  C.  Gus- 
tin, C.  Henri  Leonard,  J.  J.  Mulheron,  William 
Brodie,  Geo.  R.  Richards,  Andrew  Borrowman 
and  Augustus  Kaiser,  to  me  known  to  be  the  per- 
sons described  and  who  executed  the  within  instru- 
ment, and  who  severally  acknowledge  the  same  to 
be  of  their  free  act  and  deed. 

[Signed]  G.  F.  Bearsley, 

Notary  Public,  Wayne  Co.,  Michigatt. 

These  articles  of  association  with  the  affidavit 
of  the  potary  public  attached,  are  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  county  clerk  of  Wayne  county,  and 
also  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  Mich- 
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igan.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of 
the  secretary  of  state : 

STATE  DEPARTMENT,  MICHIGAN,  ! 

Secretary's  Office.  )^^' 

I,  William  Crosby,  deputy  secretary  of  state  for 
the  State  of  Michigan,  do  hereby  certify  that  on 
the  twenty-first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy  six,  articles  of 
association  of  the  Wayne  County  Medical  Society 
were  duly  filed  in  this  office  agreeable  to  the  pro- 
visions of  law. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  affixed  the  great  seal  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  at  Lansing,  this  21st  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-six. 

[Signed.]  Wm.  Crosby,^,^'^  kJ 


[L.S.] 


Deputy  Secretary  o^ 


CONSTITUTION  AND  BY- 


WAYNE  COUNTY  MEDICAL 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  payable 
to  the  board,  keep  a  correct  account  of  the  same, 
and  pay  them  out  by  order  of  the  board,  when 
countersigned  by  the  President. 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  officers  of  this  society  shall  be  a  President, 
one  Vice-President,  a  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and 
a  Board  of  Directors,  consisting  of  the  President 
and  Secretary  ex-officzo,  and  five  other  members, 
all  of  whom  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  for 
one  year,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly 
elected. 

ARTICLE  II. 
The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  October  in 
each  successive  year,  and  failing  a  quorum,  may 
adjourn  to  another  day  for  said  purpose  ;  due  no- 
tice being  given  to  each  member  of  the  society. 

ARTICLE  III. 
The  election  of  officers  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  a 
majority  vote  shall  determine  the  election. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

No  member  who  is  in  arrears  for  annual  dues,  as 
are  hereafter  provided,  shall  be  allowed  to  vote 
until  such  arrears  shall  have  been  fully  liquidated. 
The  certificate  of  the  Secretary,  or  the  books  of 
the  Treasurer  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  evidence 
of  its  payment. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Section  i.  Regular  meetings  of  the  board  shall 
be  held  monthly  at  the  rooms  of  the  society,  on  the 
last  Monday  of  each  month,  at  the  hour  of  eight 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sec.  2.  Special  meetings  of  the  board  may  be 
called  by  the  President,  or  by  a  quorum  of  the 
board  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
President,  if,  in  their  opinion,  such  meetings  are 
necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  society. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of 
the  board,  and  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President, 
and  in  the  absence  of  both,  a  chairman  can  be 
elected  for  the  occasion.  The  President  shall  be 
ex  officio  member  of  all  standing  committees. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  full  and  correct  report 
of  the  official  doings  of  the  board  in  a  book  pro- 
vided for  the  purpose,  and  perform  all  other  duties 
connected  with  his  office  when  so  directed.  He 
shall  receive  all  moneys  due  the  society,  and  pay 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  there- 
for. The  books  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
board. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  i.  The  standing  committees  of  the 
board  shall  consist  of  three  members  each,  and  be 
appointed  by  the  President.  These  committees 
shall  be : 

1.  Committee  on  Finance. 

2.  Committee  on  Real  Estate. 

3.  Committee  on  Membership,  and 

4.  Committee  on  Ethics. 
Sec  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on 

^-Einanjce  to  devise  and   report  to   the   board   ways 

aW^jeanSvQf  obtaining  necessary  and  permanent 

pecuniar^  igic 

__>brtj^^SEC.  3.  T-^eVlommittee   on   Real   Estate  shall 

^provide  skuita^la  rooms   for  the  meetings   of  the 

tDo&^d'andthe*aciety,  take  and  have  charge  of  all 

books  purchasafl  or  donated  for  librar)^  purposes, 

'aWd'  also^-i^nv/and  all  other  property,  real  or  per- 

^onalr, mtwdxraSiy  come  into  the  possession  of  the 

-board  of-'society. 

"  Sec  4.  The  Committee  on  Membership  shall 
receive  all  applications  for  membership  through 
the  Secretary,  to  whom  they  shall  be  made,  and 
report  in  writing  to  the  board  their  recommenda- 
tion for  approval. 

Sec  5.  The  Committee  on  Ethics  shall  take 
cognizance  of  all  questions  arising  among  the 
members  of  the  society  pertaining  to  the  code  of 
ethics,  when  presented  to  them  in  writing  by  the 
Secretary,  and  report  their  opinions  to  the  board, 
which,  when  indorsed  by  the  same,  shall  be  final. 


ARTICLE  X. 

The  annual  dues  of  the  members  shall  be  two 
dollars,  payable  on  or  before  the  day  of  the  annual 
election  of  officers ;  and  any  member  neglecting 
to  pay  the  same  may  be  dropped  from  the  roll  of 
membership  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  shall 
forfeit  any  interest  he  may  have  in  the  property  of 
the  society. 

ARTICLE  XI. 

Section  i.  The  society  shall  meet  on  the  first 
and  third  Thursdays  during  the  months  of  Octo- 
ber, November,  December,  January,  February  and 
March,  at  7.30  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  at  8  o'clock 
P.  M. 

Sec  2.  The  meetings  of  the  society  shall  be  con- 
fined to  the  reading  of  medical  papers,  and  the 
discussion  of  medical  questions,  but  no  paper  or 
proceedings  of  the  society  shall  be  published  in 
other  than  medical  journals,  unless  so  ordered  by 
a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  to 
whom  it  shall  be  referred. 

Sec  3.  The  society  may  elect  a  temporary  Chair- 
man and  Secretary  in  the  absence  of  the  President, 
Vice-President  and  Secretary,  for  each  meeting. 
The  Secretary  of  the  board  shall  be  its  Secretary, 
who  shall  keep  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose 
a  record  of  its  proceedings,  which  shall  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  all  the  members. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  is  hereby  adopted  for  the  ethical  govern- 
ment of  this  society. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

These  By-Laws  cannot  be  altered  or  amended 
except  by  notice  given  the  board  one  regular  meet- 
ing in  advance,  and  then  only  by  a  majority  vote  of 
the  entire  board. 
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THE  PERMANENT  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
SOCIETY  HAVE  BEEN: 

i876-'7. 

President — Wm.  Brodie,  Detroit. 

Vice-President — E.  P.  Christian,  Wyandotte. 

Secretary — W.  H.  Rouse,  Detroit. 

Treasurer — Geo.  R.  Richards,  Detroit. 

Board  of  Directors — Wm.  Brodie,  Detroit,  ex 
officio;  W.  H.  Rouse,  Detroit,  ex  officio;  Peter 
Klein,  Detroit ;  E.  S.  Snow,  Dearborn ;  H.  F. 
Lyster,  Detroit;  J.  J.  Mulheron,  Detroit;  J.  M. 
Swift,  Northville. 

i877-'8. 

President — Wm.  Brodie,  Detroit. 
Vice-President — Peter  Klein,  Detroit. 

Secretary— W .  H.  Rouse,  Detroit. 
Treasurer — Geo.  R.  Richards,  Detroit. 

Board  of  Directors — Wm.  Brodie,  Detroit,  ex 
officio ;  W.  H.  Rouse,  Detroit,  ex  officio  ;  H.  F. 
Lyster,  Detroit;  J.  B.  Book,  Detroit;  Wm. C.  Gus- 
tin,  Detroit ;  J.  J.  Mulheron,  Detroit ;  E.  S.  Snow, 
Dearborn. 

i878-'9. 

President— ^ m..  Brodie,  Detroit. 

Vice-President — Peter  Klein,  Detroit. 

Secretary — W.  H.  Rouse,  Detroit. 

Treasurer — Geo.  R.  Richards,  Detroit. 

Board  of  Directors — Wm.  Brodie,  Detroit,  ex 
officio ;  W.  H.  Rouse,  Detroit,  ex  officio;  H.  F. 
Lyster,  Detroit;  E.  S.  Snow,  Dearborn;  J.  B. 
Book,  Detroit ;  Wm.  C.  Gustin,  Detroit ;  C.  Henri 
Leonard,  Detroit. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

1.  Finance — Drs.  Book,  Lyster,  and  Brodie,  ex 
officio. 

2.  Real  Estate — Drs.  Snow,  Gustin,  and  Brodie 
ex  officio. 

J.  Membership — Drs.  Gustin,  Rouse,  and  Bro- 
die, ex  officio. 

4.  Ethics — Drs.  Lyster,  Leonard,  and  Brodie,  ex 
officio. 

•  PROCEEDINGS. 

[A  brief  synopsis  of  the  proceedings  of  the  so- 
ciety from  the  date  of  its  organization  will  precede 
the  more  complete  record,  which  will  be  given 
from  the  beginning  of  the  present  year.] 

Detroit,  August  24,  1876. 
At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Wayne  County 
Medical  Society  Dr.  A.  Kaiser  exhibited  an  infant 
whose  bladder  was  exposed  to  view  by  congenital 
deficiency  of  the  abdominal  walls.  Water  es- 
caped by  two  apertures  when  pressure  was  ap- 
plied; under  other  circumstances  the  urine  escaped 
stillicedium.  The  child  seemed  to  be  otherwise 
healthy.  It  was  thought  benefit  might  be  derived 
from  an  operation,  which  should  be  deferred  till 
the  patient  was  older. 

W.  H.  Rouse.  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

October  19th,  1876. 

Wm,  Brodie,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Brodie  presented  a  human  ovum,  impreg- 
nated about  four  weeks.  The  woman  from  whom 
the  specimen  was  obtained  had  passed  one  monthly 
period,  and  had  considerable  hemorrhage  for  sev- 
eral days'^before  the  product  of  conception  came 
away.  It  was  quite  small,  possibly  the  smallest  on 
record. 

Dr.  Mulheron  reported  a  case  of  puerperal  ma- 
nia, apparently  induced  by  mental  or  emotional  ex- 


citement. The  husband  had  been  from  home,  and 
the  children — twins — were  supposed  to  be  at  eight 
months  instead  of  nine,  as  they  should  have  been, 
the  question  involving  the  constancy  of  the  wife. 
On  the  fourth  day  after  delivery,  a  woman,  in  the 
hearing  of  the  patient,  remarked,  "  If  the  chil- 
dren were  at  the  eighth  month,  they  would  die  ;  if 
at  full  term,  they  would  live."  The  patient  imme- 
diately commenced  crying.  This  continued  three 
days,  when  she  was  taken  to  the  Retreat,  where 
she  died  soon  after.  Bromide  of  potassium  quieted 
a  little. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

November  2,  1876. 

Dr..  Wm.  Brodie,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Leonard  presented  an  instrument  for  the 
opinion  of  the  members.  It  combined  an  aspira- 
tor, dilator  and  other  useful  things  in  one  instru- 
ment.    It  was  favorably  received. 

He  also  stated  thatustilagomaidis — smut  corn — 
was  being  introduced  as  a  substitute  for  ergot.  It 
was  supposed  to  be  quite  as  efficient,  and  is  much 
more  abundant.  It  was  used  by  some  German 
physicians,  about  twelve  years  ago,  but  has  fallen 
into  disuse.     The  dose   is  about   the    same  as  of 


ergot. 

Dr.  Brodie  had  not  used  ergot  as  a  parturient 
for  ten  years.  Morphine,  to  give  rest,  was  useful. 
A  few  good  drinks  of  cold  water  usually  induced 
prompt  and  efficient  uterine  contractions. 

Dr.  Fairbairn  had  used  nux  vomica  with  favor- 
able results  for  inducing  more  efficient  labor  pains, 

Dr.  Lyster.  The  midwives  of  the  city  are  using 
ergot  freely  in  their  practice,  and  might  be  induced 
to  try  ustilago  maidis  and  report  results. 

Dr  Rouse.  The  "  still  born,"  in  our  mortuary 
reports  are  above  the  average.  The  free  use  of 
ergot  by  midwives  might  suggest  the  cause. 

W.H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

November  i6th,  1876. 

Dr.  Wm.  Brodie,  President,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Gustin  read  a  paper  on  icterus,  in  which  he 
described  the  disease  and  the  appearance  of  the 
tissues  of  the  body  as  modified  by  this  ailment. 
The  treatment  varies  with  the  cause,  and  recovery 
may  be  expected,  unless  there  is  organic  disease. 

Dr.  Lichty  reported  a  case  of  jaundice,  in  which 
a  woman,  aged  40,  and  mother  of  twelve  children, 
rapidly  recovered  under  the  use  of  lager  beer, 
though  she  suffered  many  years. 

Dr.  Snow.  The  itching  in«many  cases  of  jaun- 
dice may  be  readily  relieved  by  rubbing  the  parts 
with  dry  calomel.  Other  dry  powders  have  been 
tried,  but  with  not  so  good  results.  No  bad  effects 
were  observed  from  the  mercurial. 

Dr.  Lyster,  In  the  army  the  physicians  from 
the  Eastern  States  looked  upon  jaundice  as  a  very 
serious  disease,  from  their  previous  association  of 
it  with  organic  diseases  ;  while  those  from  the 
West  regarded  it  a  trifling  ailment,  and  treated 
their  patients  successfully  with  mercurials  and 
saline  cathartics. 

Dr.  Klien  had  seen  cases  of  jaundice  do  well 
on  bottled  lager.  Spanish  saffron  is  an  excellent 
remedy.  Solution  of  soda  bicarbonate  is  very 
useful  to  relieve  the  itching. 

Dr.  Leonard  exhibited  a  bivalve  speculum,  which 
has  recently  been  made  for  him.  It  is  fashioned 
after  Taylor's,  the  blades  half  an  inch  longer.     It 
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has  a  deeper  slot  and  a  feneslrum  in  the  posterior 
blade, 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D, 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

December  7th,  1876. 

Dr.  Wm.  Brodie,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 
Dr.  Rouse.  Saw  a  multipara  at  about  the  third 
month  of  gestation,  who  was  flowing  freely.  The 
OS  was  dilated  and  the  ovum  protruding.  Gave 
ergot  to  control  hemorrhage  and  bring  away  the 
ovum,  believing  nothing  more  could  be  done  to 
save  it.  Good  contractions  were  induced,  hemor- 
rhage ceased,  and  the  woman  was  delivered,  at 
full  time,  of  a  healthy  child. 

Dr.  Lyster.  A  young  married  woman,  at  second 
month  of  second  conception,  fell  on  the  ice.  There 
was  very  free  hemorrhage.  Gave  half  teaspoon- 
ful  doses  of  ergot  every  three  hours.  The  hemor- 
rhage was  controlled  and  the  child  saved. 

Dr.  Leonard.  Once  gave  ergot  to  prevent  flow- 
ing about  one  week  after  confinement.  The 
hemorrhage  was  checked,  and  the  flow  of  milk, 
which  had  been  abundant,  was  almost  entirely 
suspended,  but  returned  after  the  medicine  was  dis- 
continued. A  few  similar  cases  have  been  reported. 
Dr.  Lyster  presented  an  ovarian  tumor,  removed 
by  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  21st  ult. 
There  were  present  a  number  of  medical  gentle- 
men of  this  city.  The  patient  is  22  years  old ; 
menstruated  at  11,  as  did  her  mother.  Her  body 
is  rather  round,  and  abdomen  large.  About  four 
years  ago  she  noticed  that  she  was  rather  larger 
than  other  girls.  She  was  examined  last  February, 
when  the  bowels  were  larger  than  normal.  Ex- 
amined again  in  August,  and  found  to  be  about 
the  size  as  at  the  fourth  month  of  gestation.  She 
was  regarded  as  having  an  unilocular  tumor.  Prof. 
Palmer,  of  Ann  Arbor,  being  consulted,  expressed 
the  same  opinion.  The  patient's  health  was  fail- 
ing and  size  increasing.  She  went  east,  and  was 
examined  by  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
previous  diagnosis  sustained.  This  being  regarded 
a  suitable  case.  Dr.  Atlee  came  here  that  he  might 
perform  the  operational  the  patient's  residence,  as 
is  his  usual  custom. 

Anaesthetics  being  administered,  an  incision  in 
the  linea  alba,  about  three  inches  in  length,  was 
made,  the  tumor  exposed  and  its  contents  re- 
moved. The  sack  was  drawn  out,  the  walls  of 
the  wound  being  kept  close  to  the  sack,  the 
pedicle  secured  by  a  clamp,  and  the  tumor  sepa- 
rated. The  stump  was  covered  with  a  solution  of 
persulphate  of  iron,  the  wound  closed  with  sutures, 
the  patient  bandaged  and  put  in  bed.  There  was 
very  little  hemorrhage,  no  shock,  and  the  patient 
recovered  with  no  •unfavorable  symptoms.  The 
urine  was  drawn  for  one  week.  There  was  very 
little  flatulency  and  no  distention. 

The  empty  sack,  including  the  ovary,  etc., 
weighed  i6yi  oz.  avordupois.  There  were  one 
large  sack,  one  medium  sized,  and  very  many  quite 
small.  The  large  sack  contained  210  fl.  ounces  of 
fluid,  which  had  a  sp.  gr.  of  1.021,  and  the  medi- 
um sized  18  fl.  ounces,  of  sp.  gr.  1.016. 

The  specimen  was  nicely  preserved  in  an  aqueous 
solution  of  chloral  hydrate,  grs.  xv  ad   |  j. 
W.  H,  Rouse,  M,  D„ 
^  Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING, 

December  21st,  1876. 
The  President,  Dr.  Wm.  Brodie,  in  the  chair. 
Dr.  Gustin    had    seen   a  rnan,  over  80  years  of 


age,  who  had  been  bled  once  a  month  regularly 
for  the  last  fifty  years.  He  has  much  difficulty  in 
breathing,  and  is  compelled  to  sleep  in  his  chair  if 
not  bled  at  his  usual  time.  Bleeding  gives  prompt 
relief.  From  |  iv  to  |  x  of  blood  is  drawn  at  a 
time.  The  blood  is  dark  and  coagulates  rapidly, 
but  is  otherwise  of  good  quality.  The  patient  ap- 
pears anaemic. 

W.  H,  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING, 

January  4th,  1877, 

Dr.  Wm.  Brodie,  the  President,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Lyster,  in  introducing  the  subject  for  dis- 
cussion, gave  the  following  distinctions  between 
diphtheria  and  croup. 


does  not 
mucous 


CROUP. 

1.  Is  not  contagious. 

2.  Exudate     extends 
downwards. 

3.  Exudate 
invade  the 
membrane. 

4.  Fetor  of  the  breath 
unusual. 

5.  Barking  cough  and 
difficulty   of   breathing. 

6.  Attacks      children 
under  seven  generally. 

7.  Sthenic  ;  not  much 


DIPHTHERIA. 

1.  Is  contagious. 

2.  Exudate  extends 
upwards. 

3.  Exudate  invades 
the  mucous  membrane. 

4.  Fetor  of  the  breath 
in  most  cases. 

5.  Cough  and  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  un- 
common. 

6.  Attacks  persons  of 
all  ages. 

7.  Asthenic ;  great 
languor. 

There  may  be  no  visible  exudate  in  diphtheria. 
A  child  died  with  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  diph- 
theria, except  the  exudate,  and  the  diagnosis  might 
have  been  doubtful  had  not  two  sisters  of  this 
child  died  of  this  disease  about  the  same  time. 

Dr.  Leonard  regarded  these  diseases  as  the  same 
except  in  location.  The  epithelium  of  the  parts 
might  account  for  the  direction  the  exudate  ex- 
tends. Erysipelas  has  similar  constitutional  symp- 
toms. Dilute  phosphoric  acid  seems  to  prevent 
paralysis. 

Dr.  Dakin  had  seen  two  children  five  and  eight 
years  who  were  around  within  a  few  hours  of 
death. 

Dr.  Gustin.  In  croup  the  membrane  corn- 
mences  on  the  larynx  and  spreads  both  ways ;  in 
diphtheria  it  always  commences  on  the  tonsils. 
Diphtheria  is  always  contagious.  A  man  coming 
1 50  miles  from  a  neighborhood  where  diphtheria 
was  prevalent,  was  attacked  with  the  disease  soon 
after  arriving.  Two  children  who  kissed  the  vis- 
itor were  the  next  attacked.  The  disease  spread 
from  these  till  75  to  80  suffered.  Diphtheria  usu- 
ally attacks  all,  but  the  young  are  more  suscep- 
tible than  the  old.  When  the  local  symptoms 
subside  in  croup  the  trouble  is  over,  but  trouble- 
some sequela;  may  follow  diphtheria 

Dr.  Klein  regarded  croup  a  local  disease,  diph- 
theria a  constitutional.  Croup  can  be  cut  short, 
if  taken  early.  An  emetic  of  sulphate  of  copper 
may  be  all  that  is  needed  ;  has  seen  the  membrane 
come  up  like  the  finger  of  a  glove. 

Dr.  Brodie.  About  25  years  ago  inflammatory 
croup  was  quite  common.  Some  died,  others  got 
well.  There  have  been  very  few  since  i860;  had 
seen  none  since  the  war.  Diphtheria  appeared  in 
1862;  is  asthenic  like  typhoid  fever  and  cholera, 
while  croup  is  sthenic.  The  membrane,when  de- 
tached in  croup  leaves  no  abrasion,  in  diphtheria  it 
does.  Croupous  membrane  is  yellow,  diphtheritic 
white,  or  colored  with  blood. 

W.  H,  Rouse,  M,  D., 

Secretary. 
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By  F.  GuNDKi'M,  M.  D.,  of  Ion: 

the  February  (1879)  number,  page  31, 
there  is  an  article  by  J.  A.  Henning,  who 
claims  to  have  used  this  article  of  the 
materia  medica  for  twenty  years  very  ex- 
tensively, and  "has  not  learnt  all  about  it  yet." 
I  cannot  bring  as  many  years  of  experience  into 
my  favor  as  Dr.  H.,  but  my  experience  with  this 
plant  has  also  been  extensive,  and  as  it  is  so 
different  from  that  of  Dr.  H.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
give  it,  and  perhaps  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
article  by  Dr.  H.  The  results  in  my  cases  are 
the  direct  opposites  of  Dr.  H.,  but  I  shall  give 
my  experience  just  as  it  is,  and  I  sincerely  hope,  if 
I  should  accomplish  nothing  more,  I  shall  at  least 
give  warning  to  those  who  are  not  familiar  with 
the  evil  or  toxical  effects  of  this  most  potent  rem- 
edy, that  they  handle  it  with  due  care  and  circum- 
spection. 

Of  course  we  all  like  to  parade  brilliant  results, 
wonderful  cures,  marvelous  effects  of  remedies,  but 
if  more  of  the  marvelous  ill  effects  of  treatment 
or  remedies  were  more  frequently  given,  might  it 
not  help  to  advance  therapeutics  quite  as  much .'' 

My  experience  with  this  powerful  agent  began  in 
1868  in  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  under  Profs.  Mur- 
phey  and  Comegys.  It  was  then  being  used  ex- 
tensively in  various  diseases,  but  more  especially  in 
pneumonia  and  typhoid  fever.  I  used  it  extensively 
on  a  pneumonic  patient,  I  am  afraid  to  the  patient's 
sorrow.  I  followed  the  rule,  continued  my  dose  until 
the  pulse  should  come  down ;  but  instead  of  this 
the  pulse  went  up,  and  so  did  my  patient.  I  think 
this  patient  could  not  have  recovered,  as  he  had 
gone  through  a  siege  of  abdominal  typhus  a  little 
while  before,  but  I  am  certain  the  medicine  hast- 
ened the  cardiac  paralysis  and  shortened  my  pa- 
tient's life  by  a  good  many  hours. 

Under  Prof.  C,  the  administration  of  the  remedy 
in  abdominal  typhus  was  the  rule.  Well,  what 
did  we  accomplish  here  ?  We  certainly  kept  the 
pulse  down,  but  at  the  same  time  we  also,  in  a 
great  number  of  cases,  got  the  depressing  effect  of 
the  remedy.  I  could  not  see  that  our  patients  con- 
valesced sooner  or  quicker,  or  that  our  temperature 
charts  marked  any  lower  than  in  the  patients  who 
were  treated  differently.  But  instead,  we  often 
obtained  the  toxical  effect,  which,  to  say  the  least, 
did  our  patient's  constitution  no  good  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  often  frightened  patients  very  much,  they 
thinking  the  end  had  come. 

After  starting  in  practice  on  my  own  responsi- 
bility, I  still  thought  veratrum  viride  was  a  sover- 
eign remedy  in  a  great  many  diseases,  and  stuck 


to  its  use,  though  with  considerable  precaution. 
My  use  of  the  remedy  has  become  limited  year 
after  year,  and  my  precaution  greater  and  greater. 
The  two  principal  reasons  for  this  are,  (i)  because 
the  indications  for  veratrum  are  not  numerous,  nor 
the  diseases  very  numerous  where  it  possesses  any 
advantage  over  the  other  remedies  less  powerful 
and  dangerous.  (2)  Because  it  is  a  very  powerful 
and  dangerous  remedy,  and  should  never  be  given 
to  a  patient  when  the  physician  can  not  stay  or 
leave  a  very  intelligent  nurse  who  can  count  the 
pulse  before  each  administration. 

Veratrum  viride  has  been  recommended  for  most 
every  disease  that  flesh  is  heir  to,  but  this  is  inci- 
dent to  most  all  new  remedies,  and  especially  so  in 
the  hands  of  Americans,  who  are  the  pioneers  in 
progressive  therapeutics  and  tiying  of  new  reme- 
dies. Many  failures  must  come  necessarily  in  find- 
ing out  the  physiological  effects  and  therapeutic 
value  of  a  remedy  before  it  can  take  its  proper  place. 

The  greatest  claim  verat.  viride  can  urge  as  a 
therapeutic  agent  is  as  an  arterial  sedative  and 
muscular  relaxant.  In  sthenic  fevers,  in  inflamma- 
tory diseases,  in  their  first  stages,  when  arterial 
pressure  is  high,  this  remedy  is  often  a  useful, 
and  sometimes  very  valuable  one.  But  even 
here  we  must  discriminate,  and  be  on  our  guard  ; 
for  a  quick  pulse  or  high  temperature  are  often 
the  accompaniments  of  asthenic  conditions,  and 
verat.  virid.  is  contra-indicated.  It  has  been 
claimed  for  this  agent  that  it  reduces  temperature, 
as  well  as  the  pulse,  but  if  it  does  so  it  is  excep- 
tional, for  I  have  given  the  remedy  frequently,  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  I  cannot  attribute  to  it 
any  great  powers  in  that  direction. 

I  have  seen  the  temperature  run  as  high  in 
pneumonia  and  abdom.  typhus  under  verat.  vir.  as 
under  an  entirely  expectant  treatment.  In  one 
case,  a  young  man  of  fourteen  years,  the  ther- 
mometer marked  104  to  106  degrees  F.  for  seven 
days,  and  all  this  time  his  pulse  was  not  allowed 
to  go  over  76  or  come  under  66,  the  pulse  being 
counted  before  each  administration. 

My  patient  recovered,  in  spite  of  my  zealous 
persistence  in  verat.  virid.  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end.  The  majority  of  diseases  for  which  this 
agent  is  recommended  produce  death,  precisely  as 
this  agent  would  were  it  pushed  to  its  ultimate 
toxical  effect.  Take,  for  instance,  abdom.  typhus 
and  pneumonia.  These  two  diseases,  when  the 
end  be  lethal,  do  so,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
by  cardiac  paralysis.  Has  verat.  virid.  any  tendency 
to  counteract  or  overcome  this  condition  }  I  cer- 
tainly think  not. 

Dr.  H.  says  he  uses  verat.  virid.  in  all  fevers 
and  inflammations,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  and 
that  it  is  one  of  the  best  and  safest  remedies  in 
the  materia  medica.     It  is  evident  from  this  broad 
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statement  that  verat.  virid.  is  to  Dr.  H.  what  the 
lancet  used  to  be  to  our  forefathers.  If  any  of 
them  had  forgotten  this  cure-all,  no  matter  how 
far  they  had  proceeded  on  their  journey,  they 
must  turn  and  procure  it  at  any  cost.  I  beg  to 
differ  from  Dr.  H.  about  this  agent  being  one  of 
the  safest  sedatives  in  the  materia  medica.  I  have 
never  killed  a  patient  with  it,  but  once  or  twice  I 
thought  my  patients  would  die  in  spite  of  all  my 
efforts  to  the  contrary.  The  practitioners  who 
laud  verat.  to  the  skies  say  it  never  killed  any  one, 
as  there  never  has  been  a  death  reported. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  testimony,  I  think  ve- 
rat. virid.  will  kill  just  as  surely  as  digitalis,  aco- 
nite, belladonna,  strychnia,  or  any  of  our  potent 
remedies. 

I  have  used  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract 
verat.  virid.  for  ten  years,  and  can  pronounce  it  as 
good  as  the  best,  and  with  this  given  a  drop  an 
hour,  z.  e.,  at  that  rate — (I  usually  gave  it  three  or 
four  drops  once  in  so  many  hours) — I  have  seen 
many  adults  made  deathly  sick,  cold  and  almost 
(and  once  or  twice  quite)  pulseless.  A  very  stout, 
athletic  young  man  of  twenty-six  years  old  was 
sick  with  a  left  pneumonia ;  he  took  three  drops 
fluid  extract  verat.  virid.  once  in  three  hours,  and 
twice  he  became  so  deathly  sick  it  was  thought  he 
was  dying.  So  much  so  did  the  patient  think  it 
that  he  had  his  will  made.  This  man's  convales- 
cence was  extremely  slow,  and  he  only  recovered 
after  traveling,  taking  treatment  at  water  cures, 
etc.,  which  took  a  period  of  two  years  and  a  large 
sum  of  money.  I  attribute  the  slow  recuperation 
to  the  effect  of  verat.  virid. 

When  a  country  practitioner  leaves  this  safe  seda- 
tive with  his  patient,  he  measures  it  so  many  drops, 
and  adding  water  to  make  a  teaspoonful  hold  three 
or  four  drops,  now  orders  them  to  give  a  tea- 
spoonful  once  in  three  or  four  hours,  and  goes 
home.  In  the  course  of  12  to  18  hours  there  is 
seen,  at  one  end  of  the  city  or  village,  a  horse 
under  full  sail,  a  boy  or  man  on  him,  barefooted, 
bareheaded  and  barebacked,  making  for  your 
office,  jumps  down  and  tells  you,  "  Hurry  up,  doc- 
tor, mother  is  taken  awful  sick ;  I  don't  think  she'll 
live."  Is  this  a  safe  remedy  to  leave?  The  two 
boys  were  happily  relieved  of  their  convulsions ; 
but  will  the  doctor  tell  us  which  of  the  two  agents 
he  used  did  the  business  ?  Would  it  not  be  better, 
before  parading  a  certain  remedy,  singing  hosannahs 
to  its  virtues  before  the  profession,  to  try  it  alone .'' 
Sarsaparilla  has  so  long  been  combined  with  iod. 
potass,  in  treating  syphilis  that  it  has  been  as- 
cribed great  powers  in  this  disease. 

I  have  only  one  case  to  relate  in  which  I  used 
the  remedy  hypodermically.  This  patient  was  a 
stout  young  lady  of  19.  We  could  get  her  to  swal- 
low nothing,  and  I  thought  verat.  virid.  clearly  indi- 
cated. There  was  a  quick,  boundmg  pulse,  high 
temperature  (104  degrees  F.),  flushed  face,  and  a 
tendency  to  wild  delirium,  with  injected  eyes  and 
contracted  pupils.  I  gave  her,  into  the  left  arm, 
five  drops  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fid.  ext.  verat. 
virid.  I  left  her  room,  and  thought  I  should  see  her 
in  an  hour,  but  in  about  40  minutes  the  mother  came 
running  into  the  room  where  I  was,  sayi,ng,  "  Come 
quick,  poor  Julia  is  dying."  I  hurried  to  the  room, 
knowing  it  was  more  than  likely  the  hypodermic 
injection  was  the  cause  of  so  much  anguish.  When 
I  reached  my  patient,  saw  her  as  pale  as  death, 
found  her  cold  as  a  corpse,  pulse  imperceptible  at 
the  wrist.  The  family  thought  it  was  the  last  of 
the  girl,  and  I  declare  I  thought  so  myself. 

I  congratulate  the  doctor  on  his  success  with 
verat.  virid.  in  his  case  of  chorea ;  but  I  think  the 
doctor  made  a  broad  statement  when  he  said  he 
had   exhausted   all  the  authorities   in   the   use  of 


calabar  bean,  brom.  pot.,  chloroform,  nux  vom., 
and  gelsem.  If  these  are  all  the  remedies  he  used 
he  left  out  at  least  four  on  which  the  authorities 
place  the  greatest  reliance,  viz. :  preparations  of 
arsenic,  zinc,  iron  and  alcoholics.  (^See  Reynolds's 
Syst.  Medicine,  Ziemssen  s  Handbuch  Path,  and 
Therap.,  Diet,  de  Med.  et  de  Chir.  Pratique,  etc.) 

Last,  but  not  least,  the  doctor  recommends  20 
to  30  drop  doses  of  this  agent  in  cases  of  severe 
post-partum  hemorrhage.  Is  it  possible  that  a 
physician  should  use  verat.  virid.  in  such  a  case, 
where,  of  all  others,  it  is  physiologically  and  thera- 
peutically contra-indicated.  Has  verat.  virid.  proved 
itself  a  remedy  capable  of  giving  tone  and  power 
to  open-mouthed  vessels  in  the  uterus,  or  any- 
where else,  so  that  they  may  close  themselves,  or, 
being  a  direct  stimulant  to  the  muscular  fibers  of 
the  uterus  ? 

The  only  way  we  can  expect  to  control  post-par- 
tum hemorrhage  is  to  make  the  uterus  contract 
firmly  (having  cleared  the  uterine  cavity)  upon  the 
open-mouthed  vessels,  and  by  keeping  up  this  con- 
traction, only  then  can  we  promise  safety  to  our 
patient.  Will  verat.  do  this  ?  or  have  we  not 
remedies  a  thousand  times  better.''  I  am  glad  the 
doctor  uses  cold  with  his  verat.  virid.,  and  hope  he 
likewise  makes  a  mixture  as  above,  this  time  add- 
ing 3  i  doses  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fid.  ext.  ergot 
with  his  enormous  doses  of  verat.  virid. 

By  mistake  a  patient  of  mine  and  a  brother 
practitioner,  who  was  "  flowing  "  quite  freely  some 
two  or  three  weeks  after  an  induced  abortion, 
received  20  drops  fid.  ext.  verat.  virid.  instead  of  fl. 
ext.  ergot.  Our  patient  came  very  near  losing  her 
life  from  hemorrhage,  and  we  do  not  ever  wish  to 
try  the  dose  again. 

She  had  the  effects  of  an  overdose  of  verat.  virid. 
as  much  as  the  young  lady  who  received  the  agent 
hypodermically,  and  the  hemorrhage  was  only  ar- 
rested by  firm  tamponing.  I  could  give  many 
cases  of  infants,  children  and  adults,  where  com- 
paratively small  doses  produced  alarming  effects, 
but  space  will  not  permit. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say,  and  especially  to 
young  practitioners,  who  often  rely  too  much  on 
what  the  deacons  of  the  profession  say  or  write, 
use  verat.  virid.  with  great  care  and  circumspec- 
tion, and  never  use  it  when  you  aim  to  obtain  its 
full  physiological  effect,  without  being  with  your 
patient  yourself,  or  leaving  an  intelligent  person, 
so  that  the  pulse  shall  be  counted  before  the  ad- 
ministration of  each  dose. 


Thymol. 

By  Albert  B.  Prescott,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Organic  and  Applied  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 

University  of  Michigan. 

AMONG  the  new  chemicals  of  the  last  twelve 
or  fifteen  years,  no  therapeutic  agents  have 
taken  a  more  prominent  place  than  certain  anti- 
septics, few  in  number,  but  each  quickly  adopted 
in  general  practice,  and  even  in  non-professional 
use.  First  came  carbolic  acid,  well  established  in 
time  for  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  1870.  Then,  in 
1875,  salicylic  acid  was  admitted  to  a  permanent 
place  as  a  rival  and  companion  to  the  former  ar- 
ticle, from  which  it  was  manufactured.  Meantime, 
the  use  of  sulphites,  hyposulphites,  and  sulphurous 
acid  has  receiv^ed  a  fresh  impetus,  and  antiseptic 
treatment  in  surgery  and  in  medicine  has  been  a 
matter  of  constant  attention.  And  now,  begin- 
ning about  a  year  ago,  thymol  is  another  article  of 
general  interest  in  medicine  and  pharmacy,  and 
is  already  officially  proposed  for  the  U.  S.  P.  of 
1880. 
In  1875  the  writer  mentioned  the  noticeable  fact 
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that  thymol  is  the  one  member  of  the  carboHc 
acid  family — the  monatomic  phenols — known  to 
exist  ready-formed  in  plants,*  but  this  was  with  no 
thought  of  its  use  as  an  antiseptic.  Its  value  had 
been  suggested  by  Bouillon,  a  French  pharmacien, 
but  the  experiments  which  brought  the  article  into 
continued  public  notice  were  made,  it  is  claimed,  in 
Prof.  Liebreich's  laboratory,  in  Berlin,  in  May, 
1875,  and  noted  shortly  afterward,  with  numerous 
additional  testimonies,  all  over  the  world.t  Early 
last  year  Dr.  Crocker,  of  London  University  Col- 
lege Hospital,  gave  a  favorable  report,  generally 
copied. 

The  results  in  Liebreich's  laboratory  claimed  for 
thymol  in  arresting  the  fermentation  of  sugar  and 
the  decomposition  of  albumen  and  milk  a  power 
ten  times  greater  than  that  of  salicylic  acid. 
Others  claim  only  four  times  greater  preservative 
power  for  thymol  than  for  carbolic  acid.  But  the 
distinctive  advantage  of  thymol  over  carbolic  acid 
is  due  to  its  being  far  less  corrosive  in  concen- 
trated form,  and  much  less  irritant  in  the  dilute 
mixtures  suitable  for  its  use.  Being  volatile,  Hke 
carbolic  acid,  it  is  more  penetrating  than  salicylic 
acid.  It  is  an  antiseptic,  not  itself  a  septic,  at 
least  in  external  use.  Also,  it  is  of  an  agreeable 
odor. 

Its  administration,  internally,  has  not  received 
much  attention.  Applied  to  animals,  subcutane- 
ously,  it  acts  as  a  poison. — Husemann. 

Thymol  is  a  crystalline  solid,  nearly  colorless, 
with  a  pleasant,  aromatic  odor,  and  a  burning  aro- 
matic taste,  melting  at  about  44°  C.  (110°  F.),  and 
boiling  at  about  230°  C,  with  specific  gravity  of 
1.028.  It  dissolves  freely  in  alcohol,  ether,  chloro- 
form, benzol,  chloral  hydrate  in  water  solutions,  and 
in  oils  and  vaselene,  but  is  very  slightly  soluble  in 
water  and  glycerine.  The  caustic  alkalies,  in  wa- 
ter, dissolve  it  freely,  but  without  chemical  union. 
Four  grains  in  an  ounce  of  alcohol  can  be  diluted 
with  water  to  any  extent,  without  turbidity.  It  is 
soluble  in  ten  parts  of  milk. — Symes. 

A  good  solution  is  that  of  one  part  of  thymol, 
ten  of  alcohol,  twenty  of  glycerine,  and  water  to 
1,000  parts.  Dr.  Crocker  uses  a  lotion  of  thymol 
five  grains  ;  alcohol  and  glycerine,  each  one  fluid 
ounce;  and  water  to  make  eight  fluid  ounces. 
Likewise,  an  alkaline  solution,  five  to  eighty  grains 
thymol,  with  solution  of  potassa  enough  to  dis- 
solve it,  and  water  to  eight  fluid  ounces.  As  an 
ointment,  five  to  thirty  grains  of  thymol  may  be 
mixed  with  one  ounce  of  vaseline.  Gauze  dress- 
ings, in  antiseptic  surgery,  are  saturated  with  a 
mixture  of  16  of  thymol,  50  of  resin,  and  500  of 
spermaceti.  Thymol  and  camphor,  in  proportions 
from  two  of  the  former  with  one  of  the  latter,  to 
one  of  the  former  with  ten  of  the  latter,  form  a 
colorless  liquid.  This  liquid  is  miscible  with  chlo- 
ral hydrate. — Sytnes. 

For  carious  teeth,  and  other  uses  of  dental  sur- 
gery, thymol  has  decided  advantages  over  carbolic 
acid,  in  its  agreeable  odor. 

In  price  thymol  now  costs  ten  to  fifteen  times 
as  much  as  carbolic  acid,  but,  in  view  of  its  greater 
potency,  it  is  but  little  more  expensive. 

Chemically,  thymol  is  one  of  the  phenols,  the 
group  to  which  the  carbolic  acid  bodies  belong. 
Phenol  proper  (pure  crystallized  carbolic  acid)  is  a 
six-carbon  phenol ;  cresol,  the  chief  constituent  of 
the  "  cresylic  acid  "  of  commerce,  and  more  po- 
tent than  crystallized  carbolic  acid,  is  a  seven-car- 
bon phenol ;    xylenol,  an  eight-carbon  phenol,  and 


thymol  a  ten-carbon  phenol.  In  structure,  thymol 
is  prophyl-methyl-phenol.  These  bodies  are  not 
acids.  The  common  term  carbolic  acid  is  ac- 
cepted by  the  pharmacopoeia,  and  its  alkali  solu- 
tions are  often  termed  carbolates,  but  it  may  be 
hoped  that  the  name  thymic  acid  will  not  gain 
adoption.  The  alkaline  solutions  of  thymol  are 
mixtures,  not  chemical  compounds. 

Carvacrol,  a  product  of  carraway  oil,  and  some- 
times used  in  dental  surgery,  is  isomeric  with 
thymol. 

Thymol,  by  contact  with  sulphuric  acid,  forms 
thymyl-sulphuric  acid,  exactly  analogous  to  phe- 
nyl-sulphuric  acid,  the  acid  of  the  well-known 
sulpho-carbolates  in  medicinal  use.  Whether  the 
thymyl-sulphates  have  any  claims  in  medicine  or 
not  remains  to  be  ascertained.  The  metallic  thy- 
myl-sulphates all  dissolve  in  water. 

Thymol  forms  about  one-half  of  oil  of  thyme, 
from  thymus  vulgaris.  The  oil  of  origanum  of 
commerce  is  really  oil  of  thyme,  and  as  true  ori- 
ganum oil  has  no  advantage  over  oil  of  thyme, 
the  former  name  has  been  dropped  from  the  phar- 
macopoeia. Thymol  is  also  found  in  the  horse- 
mint,  or  monarda  punctata,  and  in  an  East  In- 
dian aromatic  fruit,  ptychotis  ajo-wan,  or  "  ajava 
seeds."  The  thymol  of  commerce  is  at  present 
obtained  from  ajava  fruit.  Thymol  can  be  separ- 
ated from  the  other  constituents  of  oil  of  thyme 
(chiefly  cymene,  a  liydrocarbon)  by  dissolving  in  a 
potassa  solution  (five  per  cent),  separating  the  un- 
dissolved oil,  and  adding  to  the  solution  enough 
acid  to  neutralize,  when  the  thymol  precipitates. 
The  hydrocarbon  of  thyme  oil,  cymene,  is  a  ten- 
carbon  compound,  closely  allied  to  thymol,  and 
likewise  found  in  oil  of  cummin.  Thymol  is 
stated  to  be  one  of  the  constituents  of  terebene,  an 
aromatic  liquid  obtained  by  the  action  of  sulphuric 
acid  upon  turpentine  oil,  and  used  as  an  antiseptic 
and  promoter  of  ozone. 

University  OF  Michigan, 

School  of  Pharmacy,  Feb,  28,  1879. 


Yerba  Reuma  (Frankenia  Grandifolia). 

Report  of  analysis  by  Carl  Jungk,  Ph.  D.,  Detroit. 

HEREWITH  I  hand  you  the  result  of  an  analy- 
sis of  the  plant  yerba  reuma  (frankenia  gran- 
difolia). The  analysis  comprises  the  whole  plant, 
such  as  was  at  my  disposal,  in  a  coarsely  pulver- 
ized state.  The  small  quantity  of  water — 4.68  per 
cent — proves  that  the  plant  was  nearly  dry,  which 
accounts  for  the  impossibility  of  a  determination 
of  albumen,  which  can  only  be  reached  in  fresh 
plants. 

The  substance  analyzed  was  operated  on  in  a 
state  of  dessication  of  from  92  to  95°  C. ;  organic 
constituents  were  dried  and  weighed  at  a  tem- 
perature not  above  100°  C.  Subjoined  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  analysis : 

Organic  ingredients  and  water.  Per  cent. 

Water 4.680 

Sour  resin  soluble  in  aq.  ammon 16-983 

Extractive  matter  soluble  in  alcohol,  and 

slightly  in  ether 3-iii 

Tannic  acid,  coloring  iron  green 0.231 

Tannic  acid,  coloring  iron  bluish  black,  5.559 

Chlorophyl i  .825 

Greenish  brown  coloring  matter 3.528 

Pectine  matter,  starch  and  gum 6.646 

Cellulose  and  lignin 16.823 


*  "  The  Aromatic  Group  in  the  Chemistry  of  Plants." — London 
Pilar,  four.  (3),  vii,  164. 

'\  Jahrbucker  der  gesainmt.  Med..,  Bd.  168  (1875)  81;  A>n. 
your.  Phar.,  xlvii  (1875),  346;  Phar.  Jour.  (Lonclon,)  (3,)  viii, 
645,  706. 


Oxalic  acid. 


Inorganic  matter. 

ifl)  Soluble  in  water. 

Chloride  of  sodium 

Chloride  of  magnesium. 

Sulphate  lime 

Sulphate  soda 


0.240 
59-626 


28.049 

I -35° 

1-474 

2-547 
33.420 
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(i)  Soluble  in  muriatic  acid. 

Oxide  iron 1.710 

Alumina 0.980 

Sulphate  lime 3.220 

.     .         .  5-91° 

(c)  Insoluble  ni  muriatic  acid. 

Silicic  acid 0.450 

0.450 

qg.466 

Besides  this,  I  found,  after  total  combustion,  in 
the  ashes,  four  per  cent  carbonic  acid,  which  I  can- 
not include  in  the  analysis,  because  it  grew  out  of 
the  action  of  carbon  on  sulphate  of  lime  and  has  no 
connection  with  substance  of  the  plant.  The  sour 
resin  is  soluble  in  aqua  ammonise  and  alcohol — tastes 
slightly  bitter,  reacts  mildly  acid.  The  resin,  solu- 
ble in  alcohol,  is  indifferent,  almost  tasteless,  with- 
out reaction,  not  soluble  in  water  and  but  slightly 
in  ether.  The  solubility  of  the  substance  of  the 
plant  in  different  re-agents  is  the  following : 

In  water 60.579  P^""  cent. 

In  diluted  aq.  ammonias 24.829    "      " 

In  ether 1.825    "      " 

In  alcohol,  strong...... 38.610    "      " 

In  water  with  sulphuric  acid. . .  43.637    "      " 

The  microscope  shows  in  the  tissue  of  leaves  as 
intercellular  substances,  mucus  starch  ;  also  dis- 
tinctly crystals  of  chloride  of  sodium  and  of 
gypsum.  The  leaflets  appear  smooth  on  the  edges, 
but  the  microscope  brings  out  a  great  number  of 
thin  hair-like  prolongations,  which  apparently  with 
eagerness  absorb  salt  solutions.  It  can  be  noticed, 
if  a  very  small  quantity  of  brine  is  brought  in  con- 
tact with  them,  that  not  any  appreciable  salt  crust 
remains  on  the  object  glass. 

Since  I  made  these  observations  only  on  toler- 
ably dry  plants  I  will  not  venture  to  decide  whether 
or  not  in  their  wet  condition  they  give  off  water 
and  retain  the  salt ;  to  suppose  that  they  do  would 
explain  their  considerable  richness  in  salt.  Their 
therapeutic  qualities  probably  are  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  resins,  tannic  acid  and  salt,  which  would 
corroborate  the  observations  heretofore  made. 

This  richness  in  salt,  for  a  plant  grown  in  sandy 
soil,  is  very  singular,  and  it  would  be  interesting 
to  make  the  experiment  of  transplanting  it  into 
different  soils,  and  from  time  to  time  to  examine 
its  proportion  of  salt,  tannin  and  resin,  as  well  as 
to  have  a  quantitative  examination  of  the  soil  in 
which  yerba  reuma  actually  grows. 

I  will  describe  a  similar  experiment  (which  I  made 
in  Germany,  but  had  to  discontinue  on  account 
of  my  emigration)  on  datura  stramonium,  when 
again  you  offer  me  the  columns  of,  your  interesting 
monthly.  New  Preparations.  Possibly  some  of 
your  readers  might  be  induced  to  repeat  the  exper- 
iment and  carry  it  through  to  satisfaction.  I  am 
also  willing  to  bring  to  a  wider  notice  some  obser- 
vations on  diabetic  urine,  which  are  of  great  sig- 
nificance for  the  analyst  and  physician. 


Cascara  Sagrada — Rhamnus  Purshiana. 

By  E.  S.  DuNSTER,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children, 
University  of  Michigan. 

When  the  new  laxative,  cascara  sagrada,  was 
given  to  the  profession  by  Dr.  Bundy,  the  claims 
which  he  made  for  it  were  so  extravagant  that  I 
was  inclined  to  be  suspicious  of  it.  But  as  he  for- 
tified his  assertions  with  cases  that  were  apparent- 
ly authentic,  I  concluded  to  ascertain  for  myself 
the  value  of  the  remedy.  I  accordingly  procured 
from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  eight  ounces  of  their 
preparation,  and  with  a  courage  possibly  akin  to 
rashness,  I  experimented  first  upon  myself;  for,  as 
a  result  of  long  years  of  the  sedentary  life  of  a  stu- 
dent, constipation  had  been  established  and  was  an 
enemy  that  I  had  never  been  able  to  dislodge.     On 


the  first  trial  of  the  medicine  I  was  struck  with  the 
similarity  of  its  taste  to  the  buckthorn  (rhamnus 
frangula),  a  fluid  extract  of  which,  prepared  by  Met- 
calfe &  Co.,  of  Boston,  I  had  long  used,  and  I  said 
to  myself,  surely  this  must  be  some  variety  of  the 
buckthorn.  The  recent  announcement  of  its  bo- 
tanical name,  rhamnus  purshiana,  confirms  this 
opinion.  In  my  own  case  I  found  the  medicine  an 
agreeable  laxative,  producing,  in  moderate  doses, 
a  free  semi-solid  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  without 
catharsis,  or  tormina,  or  disturbance  of  any  sort  ; 
occasionally  the  dejections  were  somewhat  frothy, 
as  if  soap  had  been  mixed  with  the  fseces.  It  did 
not  impair  the  appetite,  nor  derange  in  any  way 
the  digestive  functions,  and  after  using  it  for  some 
time  I  gave  it  to  my  patients.  Now,  after  nearly 
two  years'  trial  of  the  remedy,  and  in  nearly  one 
hundred  cases,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  valuable 
addition  to  our  materia  medica,  but  the  claims 
which  were  first  made  for  it  as  curative  of  consti- 
pation have  in  no  one  instance  been  substantiated. 
I  have  invariably  found  it  is  well  borne  and  that  it 
has  no  tendency,  even  after  months  of  continuous 
use,  to  destroy  appetite  or  derange  digestion.  A 
laxative  that  will  do  this  is  certainly  well  worth 
having  and  using,  even  if  it  cannot  cure  the  consti- 
pation. The  attacks  recently  made  upon  the  rem- 
edy are  too  absurd  to  warrant  notice,  for,  as  has 
been  well  said,  it  will  move  the  bowels  just  as 
readily  under  its  local  name  of  cascara  as  it  will  if 
you  call  it  rhamnus  purshiana.  But  lest  these  at- 
tacks should  have  some  influence  in  preventing  the 
profession  from  employing  it,  I  think  those  who 
have  used  it  should  make  public  their  experience 
with  it,  so  that  a  really  valuable  remedy  may  not 
fall  into  disrepute.  As  to  the  modes  of  using  it, 
either  alone  or  in  combination  with  other  sub- 
stances, I  have  nothing  to  say  at  present,  my  only 
object  now  being  to  fulfill  what  I  conceive  to  be  a 
simple  duty  in  calling  attention  to  the  value  of  the 
remedy. 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  Feb.  17,  1879. 

[We  fully  coincide  with  the  views  expressed  by 
Prof.  Dunster.  Our  experience  in  its  use  for  con- 
stipation warrants  a  cordial  recommendation  to  the 
profession  as  a  valuable  remedy. — Ed.] 


Ustilago  Maidis. 

By  S.  M.  Kessley,  M.  D.,  Stafford,  Kas. 

MARCH,  1878,  visited  Mrs.  S.,  aged  37,  mother 
of  two  children.  Found  ^her  cold,  anasmic, 
with  weak,  rapid  pulse,  and  in  a  fainting  condition. 
I  also  found  she  had  been  suffering  from  uterine 
hemorrhage,  for  about  two  weeks.     I  prescribed  : 

5.     Fl.  ext.  ustilago  maidis,  5J- 
Fl.  ext.  ergot,  5  ij- 

M.  Sig.     Teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 

In  connection  I  gave  stimulants  quite  freely. 
Hemorrhage  ceased  and  her  condition  much  im- 
proved. The  following  day,  her  condition  being 
so  much  improved,  I  made  an  examination  and 
found  what  I  diagnosed  as  uterine  fibroid,  pyri- 
form,  lobulated,  about  the  size  of  a  walnut,  occu- 
pying the  anterior  portion  of  the  uterus,  two  lines 
to  the  right,  attaching  itself  to  the  muscular  fibers 
of  the  same,  in  which  a  portion  of  it  seemed  im- 
bedded. I  still  continued  the  use  of  the  medicine 
until  it  seemed  to  cause  a  weakness  of  the  stom- 
ach, accompanied  by  continual  nausea.  I  then 
dropped  the  ergot,  and  gave  the  ustilago  in  the 
following : 

19  •     Ustilago  maidis, 
Glycerine,  aa.  J  ij. 
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M.     Sig.     Teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

On  account  of  weakness  I  could  do  nothing  to- 
ward removing  the  tumor,  and  as  she  continued 
to  improve  I  continued  the  treatment.  Finally, 
upon  her  gaining  the  strength  necessary,  I  made 
an  examination,  prepararatory  to  the  removal,  and 
found  the  tumor  reduced  in  size,  and  imbedded, 
seemingly,  somewhat  less  in  the  surrounding  mus- 
cular fiber.  I  still  continued  the  medicine  last  pre- 
scribed, and  on  the  14th  of  June  made  the  final  ex- 
amination, at  which  time  I  could  find  no  indication 
of  a  tumor.  She  is  now  enjoying  better  health 
than  since  her  last  child  was  bom,  seven  years 
Ago.— Jan.  25,1879. 


Rumex  Crispus. 

By  John  A.  Henning,  M.  D.,  Red  Key,  Ind. 

THERE  are  several  varieties  of  this  plant:  the 
rumex  crispus,  rumex  aquaticus,  rumex  Bri- 
tannica,  and  rumex  obtusifolius. 

But  I  desire  the  attention  of  physicians  more 
particularly  to  the  rumex  crispus,  called  by  the 
common  name  yellow  dock. 

1  have  been  using  the  fluid  extract  of  this  article, 
prepared  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  for  nearly  a  year, 
but  gave  it  particular  attention  the  past  six 
months. 

I  have  been  aware  for  several  years  that  it  was 
a  good  alterative,  tonic,  astringent  and  detergent, 
useful  in  scrofula,  scorbutis,  cutaneous  diseases 
and  syphilitic  affections,  and  also  as  an  elephanti- 
asis remedy.  But  I  desire  more  particularly  to 
give  my  experience  of  this  remedy  as  a  lung  de- 
tergent. 1  use  the  word  detergent  in  place  of  ex- 
pectorant, as  it  conveys  a  better  idea  of  the  action 
of  this  remedy,  in  accordance  with  my  observation 
and  experience. 

About  a  year  ago  I  saw  in  some  medical  jour- 
nal that  this  remedy  was  highly  recommended  for 
some  forms  of  cough.  I  purchased  the  fluid  ex- 
tract, and  commenced  using  it  in  various  forms  of 
lung  diseases,  and  the  more  I  used  it  the  better  I 
liked  it. 

I  have  used  it  extensively  in  acute  and  chronic 
disease  of  the  lungs,  and  at  present  I  entirely  rely 
upon  it,  especially  in  pneumonia,  with  other  proper 
remedies. 

It  acts  as  a  detergent  in  allaying  the  cough  and 
producing  a  free  expectoration,  and  does  it  quickly, 
without  producing  nausea,  in  doses  of  five  to  ten 
drops  every  two  hours.  Its  remote  action  is  that 
it  acts  as  a  sedative  of  the  sympathetic  nerve,  and 
cleanses  the  lungs  from  all  foreign  matter. 

The  excrementitious  secretions  of  the  lungs  are 
but  little,  comparatively,  studied ;  yet  it  is  a  very 
important  excretion,  being  to  the  extent  of  over 
.  500  grains  of  carbonic  acid  per  hour.  If  this  car- 
bon, or  part  of  it,  is  retained  in  the  lungs  or  circu- 
lation, it  produces  disease  and  death. 

The  excretion  of  the  lungs  may  be  superabun- 
dant, exciting  the  nervous  system,  producing  an 
exalted  circulation,  a  higher  range  of  tempera- 
ture and  waste  of  tissue.  And  it  may  be  retained 
in  the  lungs,  and  be  constantly  producing  a  dry, 
hacking   cough,  accompanied  with  shooting  pains. 

This  evidence  we  find  both  in  acute  and  chronic 
disease.  But  we  find  more  trouble  from  defect  in 
excretion  in  organic  or  functional  diseases  of  the 
lung  than  any  other  form. 

Heretofore  I  would  give  syrup  of  ipecac,  squills, 
etc.,  but  now  I  entirely  rely  upon  rumex  crispus, 
and  it  has  never  failed  in  producing  free  and  easy 
expectoration,  without  producing  nausea. 

I  have  treated  a  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia 
the  past  winter,  and  in  every  case  I  gave  five  to 
ten   drops   every   few  hours,  in  combination  with 


other  remedies,  and  in  a  very  short  time  it  would 
allay  pain  and  stricture  of  the  chest,  and  produce 
free,  and,  in  some  cases,  copious  expectoration. 

It  is  equally  good  in  chronic  cough. 

I  can  heartily  and  cheerfully  recommend  the 
rumex  crispus  as  a  very  fine  remedy  in  many  forms 
of  diseases  of  the  lungs,  and  I  will  never  allow 
myself  to  recommend  any  remedy  except  what  my 
experience  warrants.  Experience  is  always  worth 
more  than  theory. 


New  Remedies. 

By  A.  Eddmon,  M.  D.,  Tontogany,  O. 

MY  attention  was  called  to  several  new  remedies 
as  far  back  as  two  years  ago,  and  on  account 
of  my  being  a  former  resident  of  California,  and 
the  southwest  coast  of  South  America  (Chili  and 
Peru),  I  found  that  I  was  acquainted  with  several 
of  these  new  remedies  before  I  ever  saw  this  coun- 
try. I  am  pleased  to  see  that  those  new  remedies 
(of  which  I  shall  pass  a  few  short  remarks),  have 
made  their  appearance  in  the  United  States.  I 
have  sold  and  used  several  of  them  from  1 866  to 
1868,  when  I  was  a  resident  of  Caldera  (Chili)  and 
Lima  (Peru). 

Before  I  pass  any  remarks  on  South  Amer- 
ican plants,  I  shall  speak  first  about  capsella  bursa 
pastoris  (shepherd's  purse),  which  I  see  by  your 
journal  has  been  called  into  marked  attention.  The 
first  use  I  made  of  shepherd's  purse  was  in  1864, 
in  Prussia,  when  I  treated  a  case  of  amenorrhcea 
with  satisfactory  results.  I  have  employed  it  as  a 
diuretic  and  astringent ;  I  have  used  it  in  uterine 
complaints  as  an  injection,  and  used  it  in  diarrhoea 
with  good  results. 

It  has  been  known  and  employed  for  the  above 
named  diseases  in  Russia,  as  far  back  as  1839; 
was  also  used  for  chills  and  ague.  You  will  find 
further  particulars  in  Dr.  F.  L.  Strumpfs  Materia 
Medica,  published  at  Berlin,  1848,  vol.  ii,  p.  29. 
Capsella  bursa  was  known  and  used  in  the  days  of 
of  Dioscorides,  Hippocrates  and  Paulus  ^gineta, 
and  was  used  by  them  to  produce  abortions,  in  dys- 
entery, and  for  injections  for  leucorrhoea.  If  space 
would  permit,  I  could  give  you  a  further  history 
of  the  medical  value  of  capsella  bursa. 

Grindelia  Robusta  :  I  was  the  first  physician 
who  introduced  this  specific  for  asthma  in  this 
country.  In  every  case  of  asthma  I  have  met  with 
during  the  last  three  years,  I  have  used  grindelia 
robusta  with  good  results,  combining  it  either  with 
iodide  potass.,  digitalis,  opii,  or  lobelia,  according 
to  the  circumstances  the  case  indicated.  I  could 
give  numerous  cases  of  asthma  which  I  have  cured 
with  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  extract  grindelia  robusta 
if  I  had  the  space  to  do  so. 

Yerba  Buena :  When  I  was  residing  in  Caldera, 
Chili,  I  sold  this  well-known  remedy  by  the  pound. 
It  is  used  in  the  northern  part  of  Chili  by  the  na- 
tives as  a  tea,  which  they  drink  the  same  as  we  do 
our  coffee  or  tea.  Its  medical  properties,  which  I 
have  tested  in  hundreds  of  cases,  are  nervine,  tonic 
and  stimulant. 

Coca  Leaves :  This  plant  is  a  true  native  of 
Bolivia,  and  its  use  is  also  common  to  the  natives 
and  mineros  (miners),  of  Bolivia,  Chili  and  Peru, 
who  use  it  daily  instead  of  tobacco.  In  conversa- 
tion with  the  natives  they  informed  me  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  do  without  it,  and  I  have 
seen  these  tnineros  without  food  and  water  for 
three  days,  and  they  did  not  suffer,  because  they 
used  coca  leaves.  The  reader  will  remember  that 
in  the  northern  part  of  Chili,  around  Caldera  and 
through  the  mining  district,  water  is  made  from 
sea  water,  there  being  no  rain-fall  nor  wells.  Coca 
leaves   are   one  of  the   best  stimulants  and  most 
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powerful  nervines  that  we  can  find  at  the  present 
day. 

In  my  next  communication  I  shall  speak  about 
cascara  sagrada,  and  endeavor  to  convince  Dr. 
Gibbons,  of  California,  that  it  was  used  and  recom- 
mended for  constipation  (by  good  authority)  over 
30  years  ago. 


Guaiacum  Officinale. 

By  J.  Q.  A.  Clowes,  M.  D.,  Shiloh,  Ohio. 

THE  attention  of  the  medical  profession  at  the 
present  day  as  regards  therapeutical  agents, 
is  directed  mainly  to  new  preparations  of  superi- 
or medicinal  qualities,  and  while  I  do  not  charge 
the  neglect  of  the  older  and  well  tried  medicines, 
I  wish  to  bring  before  the  medical  profession  an 
old  medicine,  with  new  and  well  tried  properties,  at 
my  own  hands,  which  I  have  tested  in  the  last 
three  years. 

As  our  noble  profession  has  been  making  great 
advancement  toward  perfection  in  the  way  of  intro- 
ducing new  medicines,  it  is  likewise  proper  and 
right  that  the  older  medicines  should  receive  their 
proper  claims  and  right  uses.  And  as  New  Pre- 
parations is  one  of  the  mediums  through  which 
new  medicines  are  reported  and  their  special  prop- 
erties made  known,  it  is  also  the  medium  through 
which  the  older  medicines  should  receive  their 
share  of  investigation  as  regards  new  properties 
and  uses. 

The  medicine  with  which  I  am  pleased  to  embellish 
the  title  of  my  communication  is  known  as  guaiacum 
oiificinale,  the  tincture  if  you  please,  made  either 
from  the  wood  or  resin,  after  the  form  of  specific 
tincture,  the  strength  of  our  fluid  extracts  in  gen- 
eral use.  I  have  employed  its  use  in  various  cases 
of  chronic  nephritis  associated  with  rheumatic  or 
gouty  diathesis,  and  as  the  success  that  has  at- 
tended its  employment  at  my  hands  has  been  so 


uniformly  gratifying,  I  invariably  prescribe  its 
use  in  lumbago,  lame  back,  etc.,  and  think  it  almost 
specific  in  its  effects.  As  an  adjuvant  in  the  dis- 
eases in  which  I  have  employed  it,  I  sometimes 
compound  it  with  macrotys  and  acet.  potass,  with 
very  good  effect,  and  I  believe  facilitates  a  quick 
return  to  the  natural  function,  health. 

It  has  moreover  an  excellent  efTect  combined 
with  other  adjuvants  in  tonsilitis.  I  might  cite 
many  cases  in  proof  of  my  assertions  to  the  me- 
dicinal properties  of  guaiacum,  but  deem  it  unnec- 
essary and  unwarrantable,  as  a  trial  will  convince 
in  louder  tones  than  I  am  able  to  pen. 


Smartweed. 

By  J.  CoopERiDER,  M.  D.,  Taylorsville,  Ind. 
Botanical  name,  polygonum  hydropiperoides ;    habitat,  United 
States  ;  local  or  common  name,  smartweed  ;  medicinal  part,  leaves. 

THERE  is  but  a  passing  notice  of  this  plant  given 
in  the  Materia  Medica,  that  claiming  for  it 
emmenagogue  properties  with  some  influence  in. 
mercurial  salivation,  but  I  have  never  found  any 
reference  to  its  use  in  cholera  infantum.  I  have  been 
using  it  almost  exclusively  in  that  disease  for  six 
years  with  uniform  success.  I  gather  the  leaves  when 
the  plant  is  in  full  flower ;  dry  in  the  shade.  I  use  by 
making  a  decoction  of  two  drachms  to  eight  ounces 
of  menstruum,  then  give  as  an  average  dose  two 
drachms  every  two  to  three  hours,  prolonging  the 
time  as  the  case  improves.  I  have  never  seen  any 
bad  effect  from  large  doses.  The  diarrhoea  com- 
mences to  diminish  in  from  three  to  four  hours 
from  commencement  of  treatment,  leaving  the  bow- 
els in  a  healthy  condition. 

As  far  as  I  can  judge,  its  action  is  tonic,  astrin- 
gent, with  a  specific  tonic  action  on  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal.  Would  it  not 
make  a  good  subject  for  a  fluid  extract  for  con- 
venience .'' 


Correspondence. 


Grindelia  Robusta — Cascara  Sagrada — Damiana. 

Your  first  number  of  New  Preparations  came 
to  hand,  and  I  am  well  pleased  with  its  matter  and 
appearance. 

Your  corps  of  contributors  come  right  to  the 
point.  The  new  remedy  described  does  just  what 
it  is  recommended  to  do  in  their  hands.  Now,  I 
am  in  no  trouble  about  the  paternity  of  these  bo- 
tanical productions — who  first  discovered  and  ap- 
plied them.  If  it  was  an  Indian  chief  who  told 
about  them  and  led  to  their  use,  I  would  hail  him 
as  a  benefactor  to  the  race  and  heartily  thank  him. 
But  to  the  point :  I  learned  through  the  corre- 
spondents of  the  first  numbers  of  the  quarterly 
New  Preparations,  the  success  of  their  treat- 
ment with  these  remedies,  and  at  once  set  about  to 
use  them  as  directed. 

My  first  case  was  my  own  daughter,  a  young 
lady  who  is  inclined  to  pulmonary  congestion.  She 
had  a  bad  attack  of  it,  complicated  with  bronchial 
irritation.  I  commenced  with  one-half  drachm 
doses  every  three  hours  of  grindelia  robusta,  and 
in  twenty-four  hours  the  cough  ceased  and  the 
charge  was  convalescent  forward.  I  was  struck 
with  the  almost  instantaneous  relief  given,  and 
prescribed  again  for  another  case  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  the  former,  and  it  cured  it  likewise ; 
other  times  a  week's  treatment  with  Dover's  pow- 
ders and  cough  medicines  would  not  and  did  not 
produce  such  favorable  results. 


I  saw  at  once  the  peculiar  action  of  the  remedy, 
and  now  combine  it  with  all  my  cough  expec- 
torants, constituting  it  as  my  especial  factor  in  all 
cases.  I  had  a  case  of  a  child  three  years  old  this 
winter,  double  pneumonia.  I  almost  despaired  of 
it,  but  with  other  treatment  prescribed  ten  drops  of 
grindelia  and  yerba  santa,  combined,  every  two 
hours  during  three  days,  and  it  resulted  favor- 
ably. 

I  have  used  the  cascara  sagrada  lately,  in  a 
case  where  no  active  cathartic  could  be  borne  in 
the  stomach.  I  gave  twenty  drops  three  times 
in  the  twenty-four  hours.  It  acted  like  a  charm, 
and  so  grateful  was  my  patient,  she  exclaimed, 
"  Never  did  I  take  anything  acted  so  nice."  I  gave 
it  yesterday  to  an  old  lady  83  years  old,  with  con- 
stipated bowels,  and  it  acted  so  genial  that  she 
hardly  knew  she  was  physicked  at  all.  Its  results 
are  successful,  as  every  one  who  uses  it  will  testify. 

I  have  used  damiana.  It  acts  well,  prescribed  as 
directed.  The  satisfaction  one  feels  when  a  reme- 
dy Hke  the  ones  above  described,  makes  the  patient 
exultant,  is  better  felt  than  described.  In  a  word, 
I  am  not  deceived  in  these  remedies,  and  don't 
want  to  be.  Once  or  twice  I  used  other  prepara- 
tions than  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s,  but  they  do  not 
satisfy  me.  A  cheap  imitation  of  a  popular  remedy 
does  immense  harm  in  every  way. 

WM.  GOLDRICH,  M.  D. 

Delaware,  O.,  Feb.  3,  1879. 
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Berberis  Aquifolium— Cascara  Sagrada. 

If  it  would  be  acceptable  or  of  any  benefit  to  you 
or  to  the  profession,  I  would  like  to  say  something 
in  favor  of  some  of  the  new  preparations.  Berberis 
Aquifolium  :  Had  a  case  of  herpes  zoster,  in  a  man 
of  about  50  years  of  age.  As  this  case  was  a  severe 
one,  and  knowing  no  remedies  that  would  give  re- 
lief, I  concluded  to  treat  the  case  as  one  of  scrofu- 
lous origin,  so  I  prescribed : 

]^.    Berberis  aquifolii,  5'j- 
Potassii  iodidi,  3  iiss. 
Elix.  simplicis,  5  ij. 

M.     Sig.     Teaspoonful  four  times  daily. 

This  gave  decided  relief,  and  after  taking  the 
second  prescription  was  entirely  relieved  and  able 
to  return  to  his  work  in  a  logging  camp. 

Cascara  Sagrada :  Was  called  some  six  weeks 
ago  to  see  a  young  female,  who  had  not  had  an 
evacuation  from  the  bowels  for  eleven  days ;  pre- 
scribed heavy  doses  of  podophyllin  and  leptandrin, 
which  produced  only  one  evacuation.  Was  called 
one  week  from  that  time  to  see  her  again,  she  not 
having  had  a  movement  from  the  bowels  during 
the  week.     I  prescribed  : 

5.    Cascarae  sagradse,  Jj. 
Elix.  simplicis,  5  J- 

M.     Sig.     Teaspoonful  every  four  hours. 
Since  which  time  she  has  been  perfectly  regular 
and  well. 

Yours  respectfully, 

I.  B.  CARGEN,  M.  D. 
Neillsville,  Wis.,  Feb.  13,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada — Yerba  Santa. 

A  recent  writer  in  TilHen  &  Co.'s  Journal,  N. 
Y.,  calls  your  cascara  sagrada  a  humbug,  stating 
he  has  tried  it  and  it  is  a  failure.  I  say,  after  a  fair 
trial,  that  it  is  unequaled  in  its  actio?t  as  a  laxa- 
tive. I  have  used  it  extensively  without  a  sin- 
gle failure,  and  it  is  growing  in  popular  favor 
every  day.     Constipation  is  the  curse  of  the  times. 


as  every  physician  knows.  I  never  have  found  any 
remedy  that  gave  me  satisfaction  till  I  used  this, 
which  is  so  far  superior  to  anything  else  that  I 
should  not  know  how  to  get  along  without  it. 

Yerba  santa  is  another  very  superior  remedy  in 
cases  to  which  it  is  adapted,  as  I  know  in  my  own 
case. 

I  had  a  chronic  hoarseness  of  twenty  years'  stand- 
ing, which  nothing  relieved,  and  which  was  yearly 
becoming  worse.  One  small  bottle  almost  entirely 
removed  the  whole  trouble. 

I  have  used  it  in  similar  cases  for  others,  with 
like  results.  I  regard  the  action  of  the  remedy  as 
topical  only,  a  few  drops  in  glycerine,  dissolved  in 
the  mouth,  having  as  good  an  effect  as  a  teaspoon- 
ful in  the  stomach.  Grindeha  robusta  has  never 
given  me  the  least  satisfaction. 

I  have  used  quite  a  quantity  of  your  other  prepar- 
ations, and  the  most  of  them  have  given  excellent 
satisfaction.     In  haste,  yours  truly, 

T.  C.  S.  BERRY,  M.  D., 

Pen.  Ex.  Surg. 

HOULTON,  Me.,  Jan.    29,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

By  the  kindness  of  Drs.  Bundy  and  Hansen,  of 
Oakland,  I  was  induced  to  test  cascara  sagrada 
for  constipation — acute  and  chronic — and  although 
I  have  treated  over  two  dozen  old,  stubborn  cases 
that  had  resisted  pills  and  purgatives,  until  the  poor 
victims  gave  up  in  despair,  this  remedy  completely 
fills  the  bill.  A  few  doses  has  afforded  the  desired 
relief  without  a  single  exception.  It  far  exceeds 
any  and  every  remedy  known,  I  verily  believe. 
Everybody  that  tries  it  speaks  in  the  highest  praise 
of  its  mild  yet  efficient  effect.  It  is  truly  a  welcome 
agent  in  the  hands  of  the  physician  who  will 
waive  all  prejudice  and  give  it  a  fair  trial.  It  only 
needs  to  become  known  to  be  appreciated. 
Respectfully  yours, 

W.  H.  RICE,  M.  D. 

MODESTE,  California,  Feb.  28th,  1879. 
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Editorial. 


Objections  to  New  Remedies. 

|N  the  recent  discussion  on  the  subject  of  new 
remedies,  attention  was  several  times  inci- 
dentally called  to  the  indisposition  mani- 
fested by  some  physicians  to  submit  new  agents 
mtroduced  to  their  consideration  to  the  tests  ne- 
cessary to  estalilish  or  refute  the  claims  set  up  for 
them.  Some  even  go  so  far  in  their  inconsistency  as 
to  deliberately  condemn  the  new  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  it  is  new.  Of  course  it  requires  a  little  more 
than  the  average  store  of  patience  to  enable  one  to 
argue  with  people  with  such  a  bent  of  mind  It  is 
doubtful,  moreover,  whether  argument  with  such  is 
possible,  for  they  are  as  a  rule  not  open  to  conviction. 
There  is,  however,  a  class  of  reasonable  and  fair- 
minded  men  who,  from  no  other  cause  than  care- 
lessness and  indifference,  neglect  what  we  claim  is 
their  duty  in  this  matter,  not  only  as  scientific  men 
but  as  members  of  a  humane  profession.  It  is  to 
this  class  that  we  would  more  particularly  address 
ourselves  at  this  time. 

Medicine  is  essentially  an  experimental  science, 
and  is  dependent  on  trial  and  observation  for  its 
advancement.  Few,  if  any,  of  the  rules  of  exact 
science  are  applicable  in  the  field  of  therapeutics. 
It  is  impossible  by  any  mathematical  calculation  or 
chemical  experiment  to  predicate  of  any  substance 
its  effect  on  the  living  organism ;  and  important 
even  as  is  a  knowledge  of  the  physiological  action 
of  a  drug,  such  knowledge  is  not  an  absolutely  re- 
liable basis  for  the  administration  of  a  medicine  in 
a  pathological  condition. 

Remedies  which  have  for  years  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  profession  are  under  the  crucial  tests  of  ex- 
perience being  constantly  discovered  to  possess 
qualities  which  they  were  not  dreamt  of  as  pos- 
sessing when  they  were  first  introduced.  Our 
most  prized  remedies — our  "  sheet  anchors,"  our 
sitie  qua  nous — were  once  new ;  the  properties  in 
virtue  of  which  we  now  hold  them  in  such  high  es- 
teem were  discovered  only  through  trial,  and  had 
our  predecessors  manifested  the  carelessness,  in- 
difference and  positive  opposition  to  them  which 
are  to-day  shown  by  some  towards  remedies  re- 
cently introduced,  they  might  as  well  have  re- 
mained concealed  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

It  is  a  popular  notion  that  every  country  con- 
tains in  a  state  of  nature  the  remedies  for  the  dis- 
eases which  are  indigenous  thereto.  While  we 
cannot  yield  full  acquiescence  to  such  a  proposi- 
tion, we  are  among   those  who  believe  that  even 


popular  superstitions  are  not  devoid  of  their 
grains  of  truth.  Certainly  the  accident  of  an  ar- 
ticle's being  found  in  one's  own  country  should 
not  prejudice  one  against  it.  There  is,  moreover, 
nothing  that  we  know  of,  either  in  the  soil  or 
climate  of  other  countries,  which  would  lead  us  to 
suppose  that  their  plants  which  are  common  to 
the  same  latitude  are  possessed  of  special  medicin- 
al virtues.  There  are,  however,  those  who  look 
with  suspicion  on  the  natural  medicinal  plants  of 
our  own  country,  but  receive  with  open  arms  and 
a  blind  faith  the  products  of  another  longitude. 
We  might  instance  the  disfavor  with  which  grin- 
delia  robusta  was  received,  and  the  welcome  which 
greeted  jaborandi.  Without  wishing  to  detract 
from  the  worth  of  foreign  products,  we  maintain 
that  were  the  attention  paid  to  home  products 
that  is  given  to  them,  our  own  drugs  would  be 
held  in  more  general  favor. 

Another  peculiarity  which  we  may  note  in  this 
connection  is  the  difference  in  the  reception  which 
is  given  to  organic  and  inorganic,  or  vegetable 
and  mineral  drugs.  The  "  regular "  physician  is 
accused  of  a  predilection  for  minerals,  and  cer- 
tainly, in  many  instances,  there  is  too  much  ground 
for  the  accusation.  We  remember  the  time,  and 
it  is  not  remote,  when  "  roots  and  yarbs  "  were  by 
very  general  assent  relegated  to  the  "  botanic  "  , 
and  "eclectic;"  when  an  advocacy  of  the  merits 
of  podophyllin,  leptandrin,  lobelia,  etc.,  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  compromise  the  "  regu- 
lar's" orthodoxy.  Within  late  years,  however, 
that  branch  of  the  profession  which  lays  especial 
claims  to  liberality  has  in  part  redeemed  itself 
from  its  anomalous  position  on  this  point,  but 
there  is   yet  room  for  improvement. 

It  is  great  injustice  both  to  the  remedy  itself 
and  to  science  to  suspect  it,  because  it  is  new.  He 
must  be  either  a  very  self-sufficient,  or  a  very  ig- 
norant man,  who  is  satisfied  with  the  agents  in  his 
possession  for  the  combating  of  disease.  Who 
that  has  stood  by  the  dying,  and  has  watched  the 
sands  of  his  life  running  out,  has  not  yearned 
for  something  which  he  has  not  ?  His  diagnosis 
is  clear,  and  he  knows  clearly  what  are  the  indica- 
tions for  treatment,  but  the  agents  at  his  disposal 
disappoint  him  at  every  turn,  and  he  stands  as  if 
with  his  hands  tied  in  the  presence  of  the  destroyer. 
Year  by  year,  thanks  to  the  true  friends  of  science, 
the  observer  and  the  investigator,  the  hands  of 
the  physician  are  becoming  stronger  and  stronger. 
Not  many  years  since,  eyes  were  closed  to  light 
because  belladonna  was  unknown,  and  though  we 
have  tolerable  control  over  many  diseased  con- 
ditions, we  still  are  daily  reminded  of  our  impo- 
tency.  Who  knows  but  that  many  specifics  are 
lying  even  within  our  reach.  Let  the  fault  not  be 
deliberately  ours,  if  they  are  not  made  subservient 
to  our  wills.  Within  reasonable  limits,  it  be- 
comes us  to  prove  all  things,  that  we  may  be  able 
to  select  the  truly  good.  By  receiving  strangers 
we  may  be  entertaining  angels  unawares. 
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In  re  Cascarae. 

SOME  of  our  readers  may  think  that  we  have 
been  devoting  too  much  space  in  this  and  pre- 
ceding numbers  of  this  volume  to  the  attack  made 
on  the  new  remedies  which  have  been  introduced 
to  the  profession  through  the  medium  of  this  jour- 
nal. Under  ordinary  circumstances,  this  space 
might  rightfully  be  considered  out  of  proportion  to 
the  demands  which  this  attack  should  call  forth  ; 
but,  in  the  present  instance,  we  do  not  think  that 
too  much  attention  has  been  given  the  subject. 
The  question  involved  in  the  controversy  has  not 
been  merely  that  of  the  title  of  the  drugs  to  the 
claims  made  for  them,  important  though  such  a 
question  be  of  itself.  There  is  a  principle  under- 
lying the  whole  which  must  needs  be  vindicated, 
in  the  interests  of  all  true  progress  in  therapeutics. 
The  question  is  not  the  narrow  one  of  any  par- 
ticular manufacturing  establishment's  pecuniary 
loss  or  gain — it  is  whether  any  house  may  be  per- 
mitted with  impunity  to  cast  suspicion  on  an  ar- 
ticle of  intrinsic  worth,  and  seek  to  prejudice  the 
profession  against  it  in  order  to  gratify  an  ani- 
mosity towards  a  successful  rival  ;  whether  the 
medical  profession  will  passively  suffer  itself  to  be 
made  a  means  to  any  such  end. 

We  cannot  but  feel  pleased  at  the  generous  re- 
sponse which  has  come  from  the  medical  press  of 
the  country  to  our  appeal  to  it  to  denounce  the 
tactics  of  which  the  recent  attack  was  a  part. 
The  effectual  manner  in  which  certain  very  scien- 
tific, botanic  and  ethical  gentlemen  have  been  ex- 
posed, will  make  them  very  chary  in  future  of  the 
devices  with  which  they  started  out.  In  their  in- 
ordinate self-interest  they  overleaped  themselves, 
and  have  met  with  a  set-back  which  it  is  hoped 
they  may  interpret  to  their  future  benefit. 


Commencement. 

THE  eleventh  annual  commencement  of  the  De- 
troit Medical  College  was  held  in  the  Detroit 
Opera  House  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  inst. 
Twenty-nine  young  doctors  received  their  diplomas 
from  the  hand  of  the  President,  Dr.  E.  W.  Jenks. 
We  felt  sad  to  think  how  few  would  be  the  oppor- 
tunities for  all  of  them  to  rise  to  distinction  in  such 
an  overcrowded  profession  as  that  of  medicine, 
but  we  cordially  extend  to  them  our  best  wishes. 
The  Opera  House  was  crowded  with  our  best  citi- 
zens. On  the  platform  were  the  trustees,  faculty 
and  invited  guests,  amongst  whom  we  noticed  Dr. 
G.  K.  Johnson,  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  Dr.  White, 
of  Saginaw  City.  One  of  the  pleasant  acts  of  the 
evening  was  the  conferring  of  the  honorary  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine  upon  our  old  friend,  Dr. 
James  H.  Jerome,  of  Saginaw  City,  an  old  practi- 
tioner of  the  State  and  a  graduate  of  Geneva  Col- 
lege of  Medicine,  many  years  ago. 

The  address  was   by  Col.  O.  T.  Beard,  and  the 
poem   by  Hon.  Levi  Bishop.     The  exercises  were 


interspersed  with  music,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  R.  Speil.  At  the  close  of  the  exercises  the 
trustees  of  the  college,  guests  and  graduates  were 
elegantly  entertained  by  the  faculty,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Dr.  E.  W.  Jenks,  No.  84  Lafayette  avenue. 
Thus  pleasantly  closed  the  books  of  another  col- 
lege year. 

Mental  and  Physical  Nourishment. 

ON  the  evening  of  the  3d  inst.  we  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  attending  an  interesting  meeting  of  the 
Detroit  Medical  and  Library  Association,  at  its 
rooms,  No.  29  Lafayette  avenue,  when  Prof.  Wet- 
more  delivered  an  address  on  Spectrum  Analysis, 
with  lantern  illustrations.  The  Prof,  discussed  the 
value  of  the  spectrum  in  the  detection  of  adultera- 
tions in  articles  of  food,  etc.,  and  also  in  the  diag- 
nosis of  human  blood.  At  the  close  of  the  lecture 
the  meeting  adjourned  to  the  Antisdel  House,  on 
the  invitation  of  the  president,  Dr.  E.  L.  Shurly, 
when  the  doctors  showed  their  appreciation  of  the 
good  things  set  on  the  table  byminehost  Antisdel. 
Moral. — Doctors  never  quarrel  while  eating  and 
drinking  around  the  festive  board. 


New  Feature. 

WE  would  call  the  attention  of  the  readers  of 
New  Preparations  to  a  new  feature  in  the 
matter  of  the  journal  for  February,  and  which  will 
be  continued  in  consecutive  numbers.  We  refer 
to  a  resumroi  the  proceedings  of  the  Wayne  County 
Medical  Society  from  its  organization  to  January 
4th,  inclusive.  Our  space  will  not  allow  of  the 
papers  which  were  read  to  be  printed  at  length,  but 
we  hope  when  the  r^'j/^w^  shall  reach  the  current 
year  to  give  some  of  them  at  least  to  our  readers 
z'n  extenso. 


Notice. 

DR.  Cox,  President  of  the  State  Medical  So- 
ciety requests  all  members  of  the  same  who 
desire  to  go  as  delegates  to  the  American  Medical 
Association  to  be  held  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May,  1879,  will  please  send  their  names 
as  early  as  possible  to  the  Secretary,  Dr.  George  E. 
Ranney,  at  Lansing. 


Erratum. 

FOR  fear  that  the  genitive  ending  of  "extrac- 
tum,"  given  as  "  extract/^,"  in  the  formula 
given  by  Mr.  John  Thompson,  in  his  article  on 
grindelia  robusta  in  vaginitis,  in  our  last  num- 
ber, should  be  credited  (?)  to  Mr.  Thompson,  we 
take  the  opportunity  of  dividing  the  responsibility 
between  our  compositor  and  our  proof  reader. 
We  have  only  to  say,  in  extenuation  of  the  heinous- 
ness  of  their  offense,  that  mistakes  are  liable  to 
happen  in  the  best  regulated  families. 
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Book  Reviews. 


Health,  and  How  to  Promote  it.— By  Richard 
McSherry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine, University  of  Maryland,  President  Baltimore 
Academy  of  Medicine,  etc.  New  York :  D.  Ap- 
pleton  &  Co.,  549  and  551  Broadway.  1879. 
From  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit,  who  have  it  for 
sale.  In  the  February  number  of  the  Maryland 
Medical  Jour7tal  we  find  the  following  notice : 
"  Prof.  McSherry  is  already  well  known  to  the 
profession  as  a  teacher  and  writer."  "  We  pre- 
dict for  it  a  most  favorable  reception  at  the  hands 
of  the  profession  and  intelligent  public."  "  No 
one  is  more  competent  (in  this  city)  to  instruct 
our  people  in  hygiene."  We  might  stop  here, 
but  we  cannot  in  so  doing  do  justice  to  the  book 
before  us  and  our  own  inclination.  Could  our 
space  allow  we  would  like  to  give  our  readers 
practical  quotations  from  the  body  of  the  work, 
but  we  must  content  ourselves  by  giving  merely 
an  outline,  which  can  best  be  done  by  relating  the 
contents  of  each  of  the  parts  into  which  the  book 
is  divided. 

Part  I — Chapter  i.  Introductory  Remarks; 
Hygiene  the  better  part  of  Medicine.  2.  The  four 
divisions  of  Human  Life.  3.  The  Young  Man; 
The  Young  Woman.  4.  The  Man.  5.  The  De- 
clining, or  Old  Man. 

Part  II — Hygienics  in  Some  Detail. — Chapter 
I.  Temperaments  and  Idiosyncrasies  ;  Inheritance; 
Habit ;  Constitution.  2.  The  Air  we  Breathe ; 
Sewers  and  Cess-pools ;  Ozone ;  Malaria  ;  Animal 
Emanations ;  Devitalized  House  Air.  3.  Water. 
4.  Clothing.  5.  Exercise  or  Work ;  Influence  of 
Occupation  upon  Longevity ;  Limit  to  Labor.  6. 
The  Food  of  Man  ;  Accessory  Force ;  Manner  of 
Eating;  Tea  and  Coffee.  7.  Alcohol,  Use  and 
Abuse ;  Ardent  Spirits ;  Wines ;  Malt  Liquors. 
8.  Tobacco  ;  Chewing  and  Smoking  should  be  for- 
bidden in  Schools. 

Report  of  Naval  Surgeons. 

Our  readers  can  see  from  the  above  the  scope 
of  the  author.  Starting  out  with  the  familiar  no- 
tice that  the  term  of  man's  life  is  threescore  years 
and  ten  ;  perchance  the  strong  may  reach  the  four- 
score, yet  the  infirmities  of  age  press  heavily  on 
the  octogenarian.  How  to  manage  life  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  reach  the  threescore  years  and  ten, 
and  as  much  longer  as  possible,  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  animal  and  intellectual  faculties,  is  the 
desideratum  of  the  talented  author,  and  if  the  ad- 
vice and  the  practical  information  could  be  gener- 
ally adhered  to,  the  human  race  would  be  greatly 
benefited,  physically  as  well  as  mentally. 

The  work  is  for  the  individual  and  the  family, 
and  although  the  physician  may  and  can  read  it 
with  much  profit,  yet  it  is  more  for  the  paterfa- 
milias and  his  wife  to  study,  as  they  enter  their 
new  world  of  household  duties. 

"  Health,  and  how  to  Promote  it  "  is  an  extra 
readable  book  on  the  subject  upon  which  it  treats. 
It  should  be  in  every  domestic  library,  and  be  read 
and  studied  by  the  head  of  every  family,  doctors 
not  even  excepted. 

Health  Primers.  Nos.  i,  2,  3  and  4.  New 
York.  D.  Appleton  &  Company,  549-551  Broad- 
way.    For  sale  in  Detroit  by  E.  B.  Smith  &:  Co. 

It  is  purposed  to  extend  this  series  to  some  1 5 
numbers  ;  the  first  four  we  have  received.  No.  i 
treats  of  exercise  and  training ;  No.  2,  alcohol,  its 
use  and  abuse ;  No.  3,  the  house  and  its  surround- 
ings ;  No.  4,  premature  death,  its  promotion  or 
prevention.  Each  number  of  the  series  will  con- 
sist of  about  94  pages   in  square    i6mo   volumes. 


printed  on  good  paper,  in  cloth  covers,  and  edited 
by  Drs.  J.  Langdon  Down,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Henry 
Power,  M.  B.,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  J.  Mortimer  Granville. 
M.  D.,  and  John  Tweedy,  F.  R.  C.  S.  The  con- 
tributors are  some  18  or  20,  and  from  amongst  the 
leading  writers  and  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  London  and  Edinburgh.  As  will  be 
seen  from  the  names  of  the  editors,  these  little 
books  are  produced  by  English  authors,  and  are 
naturally  based  upon  Enghsh  experience  and  local 
references.  Principles  and  rules  are  applicable 
everywhere,  and  even  the  Primer  on  the  "  House 
and  it  Surroundings  "  is  full  of  excellent  instruc- 
tion on  the  relation  of  dwellings  to  health  for 
American  application. 

The  successive  volumes  will  treat  of  personal 
appearances  in  health  and  disease ;  baths  and 
bathing ;  the  heart,  and  its  functions ;  the  head, 
clothing,  and  dress ;  water ;  the  skin,  and  its 
troubles  ;  fatigue  and  pain ;  the  ear  and  hearing ; 
the  eye  and  vision ;  and  temperature  in  health  and 
disease. 

From  the.  character  of  the  authors,  these  little 
volumes  can  be  received  as  in  the  highest  degree 
trustworthy,  as  everything  that  pertains  to  health 
and  hygiene  should  be.  They  are  valuable  read- 
ing to  the  physician,  but  are  more  particularly  for 
the  individual  and  family,  and  will  form  a  cheap 
and  compendious  popular  library  of  health  manuals, 
which  should  find  a  place  in  every  household. 
Price  40  cents  each. 

That  old  and  veteran  journal  with  its  yellow 
cover,  Braithwaite  s  Retrospect  of  Practical  Med- 
icine and  Surgery,  part  ']'],  January,  1879,  is  on 
our  table. 

It  is  published  by  W.  A  Townsend,  New  York, 
and  its  agents  in  Detroit  are  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  of 
whom  it  can  be  had.  Like  an  tgg,  it  is  full  of 
meat. 

General  Surgical  Pathology  and  Therapeutics. — 

In  51  lectures — a  text-book  for  students  and  physi- 
cians, by  Dr.  T header  Billroth,  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery in  Vienna ;  translated  from  the  fourth  German 
edition  with  the  special  permission  of  the  author, 
and  revised  from  the  eighth  edition  of  Charles  E. 
Hackley,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  New  York 
Hospital,  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  etc.,  etc.  New  York:  D.  Appleton  & 
Co.,  549  and  551  Broadway.  1879.  For  sale 
by  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.  The  trans- 
lator says,  "  The  book  might  perhaps  have  been 
entitled  'Principles  of  Surgery,'  but  this  would 
hardly  have  indicated  the  specific  manner  in  which 
these  principles  have  been  indicated."  This  edi- 
tion, previous  to  translation,  has  been  carefully  re- 
vised by  its  talented  author  and  some  additions 
have  been  made  to  former  ones. 

To  those  who  have  not  the  New  Sydenhams 
Society  translation  of  the  same  edition,  %ve  would 
say,  procure  this.  Billroth  is  authority,  and  the 
student  who  is  well  up  in  his  surgical  pathology  is 
master  of  the  situation.  Although  the  wording  of 
the  translator  differs  somewhat  from  the  N.  S.  S.'s, 
yet  the  meaning  conveyed  is  the  same.  The  book 
is  issued  in  Appleton's  style,  on  fine  paper  and 
good  print. 

We  have  received  the  Calendar  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  for  iSyS-g,  from  which  we  learn 
that  there  are  in  the 

Department  of  Literature,  Science  and  Arts 441  students . 

"  Medicine  and  Surgery 329         " 

"  Law 406 

School  of  Pharmacy 71        " 

Homoeopathic  Medical  College 63         " 

College  of  Dental  Surgery 62         " 

Total I1372        " 
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This  is  an  increase  of  142  over  1877-8,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Department  of  Literature,  Science  and  Arts 76  students. 

"  Medicine  and  Surgery 33 

Law 22        I' 

School  of  Pharmacy 2         ^ 

College  of  Dental  Surgery 19 

Total  increase 152 

Homoeopathic  Medical  College  less  10  than  last  year,     10 

142        " 

This  speaks  well  for  the  University.  The  cal- 
ender is  published  by  the  University,  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  and  contains  165  pages. 

First  Annual  Report  of  the  Presbyterian  Eye 
and  Ear  Charity  Hospital,  No.  779  Baltimore  St., 
Baltimore,  Md.,  for  the  year  ending  December  2d, 
1878. 

This  institution  is  under  the  gratuitous  charge  of 
the  well-known  surgeon  and  specialist.  Dr.  J.  J. 
Chisholm.  From  his  report  to  the  governor,  we 
learn  that  "  for  the  twelve  months  the  number  of 
visits  of  poor  suffering  from  eye  or  ear  diseases 
aggregated  13,937,  to  all  of  whom  medicines  were 
given  to  the  extent  of  several  thousand  gratuitous 
prescriptions."  This  shows  well  for  the  hospital, 
but  would  it  not  have  been  better  if  the  labor  had 
been  divided  with  other  members  of  the  profession  ? 
for  unless  the  doctor  is  rich  he  cannot  afford  to 
give  so  much  gratuitous  labor,  and  if  poor,  it  should 
not  be  asked  of  him,  unless,  provided  such  ser- 
vices has  an  indirect  income.  We  are  not  at  all 
clear  "  that  it  is  all  charity  to  give,"  and  we  fear 
that  in  our  charity  hospitals,  clinics,  etc.,  the  desire 
to  have  large  numbers  invites  the  unprincipled  and 
stingy  to  the  front,  while  the  modesty  of  the  truly 
poor  deters  them  from  the  benefits  that  should  be 
entirely  theirs.  Nevertheless,  it  is  perhaps  better 
as  it  is,  otherwise  there  would  not  be  such  an  open 
field  for  sympathy.  $300  will  provide  a  bed  for  the 
entire  year,  while  $5,000  will  provide  one  till  either 
the  hospital  or  the  world  comes,  to  an  end. 

The  Scientific  American. — We  have  before  us 
that  old  and  valuable  scientific  paper,  the  Scientific 
Atnerican,  No.  8.  Vol.  40,  with  supplement.  We 
remember,  years  ago,  with  what  pleasure  we 
perused  its  columns  and  admired  its  wood  cuts 
and  engravings,  wondering  at  the  same  time  how 
the  artists  could  show  every  part  of  a  machine  so 
well  on  paper.  For  years  it  has  not  been  our  for- 
tune to  see  much  of  it — but  like  the  world  it  has 
grown,  and  with  its  growth  has  improved,  so  that 
the  friends  of  its  old  series  would  scarcely  know 
the  adult  of  the  new,  with  its  improved  cuts,  print- 
ing and  paper.  Its  table  of  contents  is  full  and 
diversified,  and  with  its  supplement  embraces  al- 
most every  branch  of  science,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  It  is  worthy  of  a  place  and  should  be  on 
the  table  of  all  the  learned  professions,  and  with 
its  "one  hundred  choice  household  receipts" 
would  not  be  amiss  in  the  drawing-room  of  the 
lady  of  the  house. 

Munn  &  Co.  are  its  publishers  and  proprietors 
and  it  is  issued  weekly  at  No.  37  Park  Row,  New 
York  city.     Terms,  $3.26  a  year,  postage  included. 

The  supplement  is  issued  weekly  at  $5.00,  post- 
age included. 

Archives  of  Medicine.  Volume  i,  No.  i  ;  Feb- 
ruary, 1879;  a  bi-monthly  journal  of  112  pages; 
edited  by  E.  Seguin,  M.  D.,  and  published  by  G.  P. 
Putnam's  Sons,  182  Fifth  avenue,  New  York; 
terms  $3  in  advance. 

Original  articles  in  this  number  are  from  the 
pens  of  T.  Gaillard  Thomas,  M.  D.,  on  "A  New 
Method  of  Removing  Interstitial  and  Sub-Mucus 


Fibroids  of  the  Uterus,"  illustrated  by  cases;  Mary 
Putnam  Jacobs,  M.  D.,  "Provisional  Report  on  the 
Effects  of  (2uinine  upon  the  Cerebral  Circulation;" 
C.  Heitzman,  M.  D^  "The  Aid  which  Medical  Di- 
agnosis Receives  from  Recent  Discoveries  in  Mi- 
crosopy,"  and  A.  F.  Delafield,  M.  D.,  "Elementary 
Lessons  in  Electricity,"  together  with  its  "Edito- 
rial Department,"  "  New  Books  and  Instruments," 
"  Abstracts  and  Summaries  "  and  "  Original  Obser- 
vations," make  up  its  table  of  contents.  It  is 
printed  on  strong  white  paper  with  a  clear  faced 
type,  which  renders  the  reading  pleasant  to  the 
eyes.  We  own  up  from  one  perusal  of  this  num- 
ber that  the  Archives  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
American  medical  journalism,  and  the  name  of 
Putnam  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  We  welcome 
it  on  our  exchange  list. 

No.  I  of  Index  Medicus  has  been  received,  and 
is  a  journal  of  72  pages,  printed  on  good  paper, 
double  column,  and  wide  margin.  Its  contents  are 
made  up  of  three  pages  introductory,  25  pages  of 
list  of  journals  and  transactions,  and  the  remainder 
to  a  classified  record  of  medical  literature. 

A  few  pages  will  be  devoted  hereafter  to  "  Notes 
and  Queries."  All  books,  pamphlets  and  period- 
icals sent  to  the  Index  Medicus  by  their  authors 
or  publishers  will  after  record  and  analysis  for  that 
journal  be  placed  in  the  library  of  the  surgeon- 
general's  office.  Every  medical  man  should  sub- 
scribe for  this  journal  and  also  see  that  a  copy  of 
every  book,  pamphlet,  etc.,  of  which  they  are  the 
authors  should  be  forwarded  to  the  editors  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  all  subscriptions  to  F.  Leypoldt, 
publisher,  P.  O.  box  4295,  New  York. 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical 
Society,  i878.--For  thirty-two  years  the  State 
Medical  Society  of  our  sister  State  has  been  in  ex- 
istence, and  its  proceedings  come  to  us  printed 
on  fine  paper  and  with  excellent  type,  and  printed 
by  the  Sentinel  Company,  Milwaukee;  pages,  196. 

From  the  record,  the  society  must  be  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition,  and  the  character  of  the  papers 
read  shows  that  although  west  of  the  great  lakes, 
the  star  of  science  travels  with  the  people  west- 
ward. Two  hundred  and  twenty  physicians  com- 
pose its  membership,  among  the  names  of  which 
we  recognize  many  of  prominent  standing  in  the 
profession  of  our  whole  country,  and  in  whose 
friendship  and  society  we  have  ever  been  welcome. 
We  can  only  extend  our  congratulations  to  the 
profession  of  the  "Badger"  State,  and  without  be- 
ing in  the  least  jealous,  bid  them  God-speed. 

The  Detroit  Lancet  is  an  eighty-page  monthly, 
devoted  to  medicine,  surgery,  chemistry  and  phar- 
macy. It  is  an  exponent  of  rational  medicine  as 
taught  by  the  best  teachers  and  writers  in  Amer- 
ica and  Europe.  Its  original  articles  and  its  trans- 
lations and  condensations  from  exchanges  are  pre- 
pared expressly  for  its  pages.  It  is  altogether  a 
journal  to  be  read,  and  to  be  kept  for  future  refer- 
ence. It  is  edited  by  Leartus  Conner,  A.  M.,  M.  D.; 
published  by  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Terms,  $3  a  year,  in  advance. 

We  cordially  welcome  our  contemporary  to  our 
exchange  list.  Its  prospectus  speaks  for  itself. 
Dr.  Connor  is  now  its  sole  editor,  and  the  ring  of 
the  old  "  Review  of  Medicine  "  will  be  readily  de- 
tected in  the  Lancet  for  1879. 

The  Physician  and  Surgeon  is  the  name  of  the 
last  contribution  to  Michigan  medical  journalism, 
and  we  are  of  opinion  this  should  make  it  com- 
plete. It  is  a  monthly  of  46  pages,  $2.00  per  an- 
num, edited  by  Victor  C.  Vaughn,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D. 
Associate  editors,  A.  B.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Donald  Mc- 
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Lean,  M.  D.,  and  John  P.  Langley,  M.  D.,  members 
of  the  Faculty  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  We 
had  supposed  there  were  medical  journals  enough 
for  our  State.  Yet  it  is  evident  there  was  still 
another  "  want "  to  be  supphed,  and  we  presume 
the  Physician  and  Surgeon  ought  to,  and  doubt- 
less will  fill  it.  Please  send  us  the  number  for 
January. 

Popular  Science  Monthly.  — The  forthcoming 
number  of  the  Popular  Science  Monthly  (for 
March,  1879)  will  contain,  among  other  articles, 
the  following:  "The  Electric  Light,"  by  Prof. 
John  Tyndall,  F.  R.  S.,  etc.;  "  On  the  Chemical 
Elements,"  by  Prof.  J.  Norman  Lockyer,  F.  R.  S., 
etc.;  "Experiments  with  Living  Human  Beings," 
by  Dr.  George  M.  Beard  ;  "Science  and  Socialism," 
by  Prof.  Oscar  Schmidt ;  "  Is  Conscience  Primi- 
tive.'" by  Warren  Wilkinson. 


Good  Health,  The  March  number  of  Good 
Healtli  comes  to  our  table,  well  filled  as  usual  with 
articles  on  a  variety  of  topics  of  general  and  special 
interest.  If  health  is  wealth,  the  opportunities  for 
enriching  one's  self  by  perusing  this  valuable  jour- 
nal are  abundant.  Its  articles  are  timely  and  prac- 
tical, and  no  one  can  fail  to  find  something  in  its 
pages  of  great  value.  It  is  published  at  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  at  $1.00  a  year.  Sample  copies  are 
sent  free. 

Address  of  W.  O.  Daniels,  M.  D.,  President  of 
the  Medical  Association  of  Georgia,  1878. — This 
is  a  pamphlet  of  eight  pages,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  an  appeal  to  the  association  to  petition  the 
legislature  for  a  larger  and  sufficient  appropriation 
so  as  to  make  their  State  board  of  health  a  success, 
is  mainly  devoted  to  matters  of  purely  local  inter- 
est to  the  profession  of  Georgia. 


Proceedings  of  Societies. 


Proceedings    of    the    Wayne    County 
Medical  Society. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  January  18,  1877. 

TREATMENT  OF  DIPHTHERIA. — CONTINUED. 

Dr.  Lyster  reported  the  following  case  :  A  young 
lady  of  18  years  was  attending  boarding  school 
where  the  pupils  were  suffering  with  sore  throat. 
She  visited  the  sick  in  the  room  in  which  they 
were  kept  by  themselves,  before  coming  home  for 
holidays.  Four  or  five  days  after  arriving  home 
she  was  taken  with  sore  throat,  swelling  of  the 
cervical  glands,  great  prostration  and  diphtheritic 
exudate  on  one  tonsil.  The  next  day  she  was 
worse,  the  exudate  spreading  upwards  and  for- 
wards. About  the  fifth  day  the  other  tonsil  was 
involved,  the  first  one  affected  being  nearly  well. 
The  case  terminated  favorably. 

In  this  case  he  gave  large  doses  of  quinine  ;  tinct. 
ferri  mur.,  potass.,  chloral  and  water  as  a  wash ; 
and  towards  the  last  atomized  fluids.  He  depend- 
ed principally  on  local  treatment.  He  believes  the 
treatment  of  this  disease  should  be  sustaining  and 
similar  to  that  given  above.  Liquor  potass,  or  the 
persulphate  of  iron  might  be  applied  to  the  exudate 
with  a  probang. 

Dr.  Rouse  used  a  similar  treatment;  believed 
glycerine  a  valuable  addition  to  the  iron  and  potash 
wash.  A  saline  cathartic  at  the  commencement  of 
the  attack,  followed  by  alkaline  diuretics  usually 
shortened  the  duration  of  the  attack  and  guarded 
against  the  nervous  and  rheumatic  phenomena  so 
commonly  observed.  Tincture  of  iodine  to  the 
patches  works  well  in  some  cases. 

Dr.  Lichty  has  used  nitrate  of  silver  locally,  but 
cannot  recommend  it.  Had  used  yeast  water  with 
very  favorable  results,  but  now  regards  milk  punch 
one  of  the  best  remedies. 

Dr.  Eaton  had  seen  three  cases  of  diphtheria  in 
children  aged  3,  7  and  10  years  respectively.  The 
hygienic  surroundings  were  not  good. 

In  the  first  and  second  cases  there  was  great 
prostration,  and  the  fauces  were  well  covered  with 
the  exudate.  Applied  a  95  per  cent  solution  of 
carbolic  acid,  and  ordered  a  wash  of  chlorate  of 
potash  and  tincture  ferri  mur.,  with  as  much  nour- 
ishment as  possible.  Both  recovered  quickly.  The 
second  was  attacked  one  week  after  the  first. 

In  the  third  case   quinine  had  been  given  in  an- 


ticipation of  the  attack.  The  local  symptoms  were 
not  so  bad  as  in  either  of  the  other  cases.  The 
patches  were  quite  small ;  the  breath  was  very  of- 
fensive, and  the  patient  died  on  the  fourth  day. 

Dr.  Davenport.  Sixteen  years  ago  many  cases 
of  diphtheria  were  reported.  He  saw  two  cases 
where  the  exudate  was  pendulous  and  about  the 
size  of  a  grain  of  wheat.  Tannic  acid  gave  ver)- 
favorable  results. 

Dr.  Gustin.  In  mild  cases  of  diphtheria  very 
little  is  required,  except  for  the  sequela;,  which 
should  be  as  carefully  watched  as  in  mild  cases  of 
scarlatina. 

Dr.  Brodie.  Diphtheria  was  quite  prevalent  in 
1861-2.  Conditions  somewhat  similar  to  those 
which  produce  typhoid  fever  may  induce  the  disease. 
The  treatment  should  be  soothing  and  supporting. 
Cleanse  the  bowels  well — a  little  tartar  emetic 
with  the  cathartic  is  often  useful — apply  emollients 
externally,  and  give  quinine  and  iron  as  tonics,  but 
not  in  large  doses.  He  is  not  very  much  in  favor 
of  gargles. 

He  thinks  the  type  of  diseases  is  changing. 
Many  years  ago  ague  was  the  prevailing  disease, 
then  came  the  sthenic  diseases.  About  25  years 
ago  the  asthenic  diseases  appeared,  and  are  now 
giying  place  to  the  sthenic  again.  Physicians 
would  consult  their  own  interests  by  becoming 
familiar  with  the  lancet. 

W.  H.  Rouse.  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  February  i,  1877. 

Dr.  Kaiser  presented  a  child  aged  two  years.  It 
was  well  till  9  months,  when  it  suffered  from  a 
high  fever  and  much  cough,  with  occasionally  short 
sharp  cries.  Trouble  supposed  to  arise  from 
teething.  It  began  to  improve  on  the  third  day, 
and  slowly  recovered,  except  the  left  leg,  which 
it  was  unable  to  move.  This  limb  is  now  much 
atrophied. 

Dr.  Lichty  read  a  paper  on  rheumatism.  He 
regards  this  as  a  constitutional  disease  with  a  spe- 
cific inflammation,  especially  of  the  fibrous  tissue. 
The  so-called  muscular,  gonorrhoeal  and  syphilitic 
rheumatism  should  not  be  classed  with  this  disease. 
Rheumatism  seldom  causes  death,  except  from 
injury  to  some  internal  organ,  as  the  heart.  There 
is  an  excess  of  fibrin    in  the   blood.     Its  cause  is 
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some  morbific   agent   in  the  blood  and  hereditary 
diathesis.     Cold  only  acts  as  an  exciting  cause. 

Treatment. — High  and  even  temperature  of  the 
room ;  woolen  blankets,  no  cotton  should  touch  the 
patient ;  local  but  never  general  depletion  ;  potas. 
bicarb,  grs.  x.x  ad.  grs.  xxx  every  one  to  three 
hours  ;  decoction  of  poi)py  seeds  and  sodae  bicarb., 
fomentations  ;  perfect  rest;  and  opium  to  ease  pain. 

He  has  used  salicylic  acid  with  marked  benefit — 
the  patients  recovering  in  much  less  time  than  un- 
der the  ordinary  treatment. 

He  quoted  the  results  of  the  benefits  of  blankets 
from  Dr.  Chamber's  experiments,  as  follows  :  In 
63  cases  without  blankets,  six  had  pericarditis, 
three  a  relapse  of  pericarditis,  one  endocarditis,  and 
four  died.  In  184  cases  with  blankets,  one  had  a 
relapse  of  pericarditis,  five  endocarditis,  one  relapse 
of  endocarditis,  none  died. 

Dr.  Mulheron.  The  high  temperature  of  the 
room  may  increase  the  temperature  of  the  body 
and  thereby  endanger  heart  complications.  A 
splint — starch  or  plaster — gives  great  relief  by 
guarding  against  movements. 

He  has  treated  three  cases  of  rheumatism  with 
salicylic  acid.  The  first  patient  was  subject  to  the 
disease  and  was  treated  four  weeks  by  another 
physician  and  one  week  by  himself — five  weeks  in 
all — before  recovery.  From  the  next  attack  the 
patient  recovered  in  three  weeks  under  the  alkaline 
treatment ;  from  the  third  attack  in  three  days,  on 
salicylic  acid,  grs.  v,  every  two  hours.  The  other 
two  cases  were  equally  favorable. 

Dr.  Richards  had  used  salicin  for  acute  articular 
rheumatism,  in  five  to  ten  grs.  doses,  without  ben- 
efit. 

Dr.  Snow  has  used  salicylic  acid  in  a  number  of 
cases  of  acute  rheumatism  with  the  most  favorable 
results.  In  one  case  he  gave  it  in  doses  of  grs.  x 
ad.  XV.  The  pain  subsided,  but  the  head  symptoms 
— similar  to  those  induced  by  large  doses  of  quinine 
— were  so  severe  that  the  medicine  was  discon- 
tinued, when  the  pain  again  returned.  Similar 
doses  stopped  the  pain,  but  caused  the  head  symp- 
toms as  before,  when  smaller  doses  completed  the 
cure  without  further  trouble. 

Dr.  Borrowman  has  given  the  acid  in  doses  of 
grs.  V  ad  grs.  xx,  every  two  hours,  without  ob- 
servable effect. 

Dr.  Kaiser  usually  gave  five  grs.  each  of  salicin 
and  potas.  nit.  dissolved  in  glycerine.  Tinct.  aco- 
nite three  parts  and  tinct.  opium  one  part,  is  an 
excellent  local  application. 

Dr.  Leonard.  Salicylic  acid  may  be  good  in  ma- 
larial cases. 

Dr.  Lyster.  Favors  the  warm  room,  and  does 
not  think  it  increases  the  temperature  of  the  patient 
suffering  from  rheumatism.  He  generally  uses 
the  following : 
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Tr.  colchici  sem. 
Potas.  iodidi,  5  ss. 
Tr.  quassiae,  5  iijss. 
Syr.  sarsaparillse,  5  'v. 

M.     Ft.  sol.     S.     Two  teaspoonfuls. 

Gave  morphine  to  ease  pain,  and  used  locally 
cloths  out  of  hot  alkaline  water,  covered  with 
oiled  silk,  or  simply  envelope  the  part  in  cotton 
batting. 

Dr.  Rouse  prefers  quinine  to  salicin  in  malarial 
districts. 

Dr.  Gustin  presented  a  portion  of  the  vertebral 
column  of  a  lady  who  had  suffered  from  cancer 
(supposed),  of  the  right  breast.  The  breast  was 
removed  by  means  of  plasters,  about  two  years 
ago.  Her  health  was  then  good,  till  about  ten 
nrionths  ago,  when  she  complained  of  feeling  very 
tired.     She   thought  a  few  hours   rest  would  give 


complete  relief,  but  neither  rest  nor  relief  could  be 
obtained.  In  about  two  weeks  she  fell  to  the 
floor  and  was  carried  to  her  bed.  There  was  para- 
lysis of  the  lower  extremities,  torpid  bowels,  ina- 
bility to  urinate,  and  hypersesthesia  of  the  body, 
but  no  fever.  Her  physicians — homoeopathic — 
called  the  ailment  "gastric  fever,"  had  given  her, 
besides  other  treatment,  about  two  grains  of  mor- 
phine daily  to  ease  pain,  and  required  her  to  sit 
up  every  day,  thereby  causing  great  suffering. 

Dr.  G.  first  saw  this  patient  on  July  12,  1876, 
when  the  hyperaesthesia  of  the  body  was  too  in- 
tense to  permit  a  proper  examination.  There  was 
a  slight  tumor  on  the  back,  paralysis  of  the  lower 
extremities,  constipated  bowels,  inability  to  urinate, 
no  fever,  weakness  of  the  action  of  the  heart,  and 
a  sore — not  a  bed-sore — over  the  coccyx,  which  had 
been  there  about  three  months.  When  this  sore 
healed  another  appeared  over  the  sacrum.  Circula- 
tion and  temperature  normal.  The  family  history 
inclines  to  cancer. 

She  was  placed  on  expectant  treatment,  kept  in 
bed  and  moved  by  assistants.  The  back  was  sup- 
ported by  plasters. 

Diagnosis  :  Cancer  or  caries  of  the  spine  ;  pos- 
sibly inflammation  of  the  cord. 

Prognosis,  unfavorable. 

The  diagnosis  and  prognosis  were  concurred  in 
by  Drs.  Book  and  Lyster,  but  not  by  Dr.  Buck- 
ham,  of  Flint. 

Towards  the  last  very  large  doses  of  morphine 
and  atropine  were  given  hypodermically,  and 
finally  chloroform  and  ether  by  inhalation,  to  ease 
the  intense  pain. 

Post-mortem  about  thirty  hours  after  death  : 
Lungs  slightly  congested — hypostatic  ;  heart  nor- 
mal but  scarcely  of  average  size  ;  liver  full  of  can- 
cerous deposits — examined  microscopically  by  Drs. 
Lyster  and  Leonard  ;  right  kidney  normal ;  left 
kidney  contained  a  calculus  and  pus ;  right 
ovary  bound  by  old  adhesions,  the  left  ovary,  wmib 
and  spleen,  normal ;  the  head  was  not  examined  ; 
the  cord  at  the  seventh  dorsal  vertebra  was  soft- 
ened— at  the  eighth  and  ninth  hardened  ;  and  the 
seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  dorsal  vertebrae  were  very 
much  diseased. 

Dr.  Gustin  also  presented  some  cervical  vertebrae 
showing  a  fracture  caused  by  falling  from  a  ham- 
mock swing.  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  February  15th,  1879. 

Dr.  I.  S.  Smith.  About  eight  months  ago  a 
Frenchman,  aged  65  years,  reported  that  at  times  he 
lost  consciousness  and  fell  suddenly,  but  in  a  short 
time  recovered  so  as  to  attend  business  as  usual. 
Some  time  after  this  a  tumor  appeared  on  the  right 
side  of  the  head.  It  was  opened  and  cauterized. 
The  cut  surface  had  a  cancerous  appearance.  Par- 
tial hemiplegia  of  the  right  side — that  in  which 
the  tumor  was  situated — soon  followed.  The  pa- 
tient died,  but  no  post-mortem  was  permitted  ex- 
cept in  regard  to  the  tumor,  at  the  location  of 
which  was  found  a  hole  through  the  skull  large 
enough  to  pass  a  pea.  The  disease  probably  origi- 
nated in  the  brain.  This  man's  radial  and  carotid 
arteries  seemed  like  bony  ridges. 

Dr.  Brodie.  The  French  are  quite  liable  to  car- 
tilaginous hardening  of  the  arteries,  which  causes 
them  to  feel  like  trachea.  Few  Frenchmen  of 
sixty  are  free  from  this  hardening. 

Dr.  Rouse  reported  two  cases  of  dislocation  of 
the  elbow  in  children  aged  four  and  six  respec- 
tively. The  first  fell  from  a  chair,  the  second  from 
a  sofa,  to  a  carpeted  floor.     These  occurred  in  the 
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same  family  within  a  few  weeks  of  each  other,  and 
are  remarkable  on  account  of  the  slight  cause. 

Dr.  Leonard  reported  a  case  of  roseola,  with 
high  fever,  which  suddenly  subsided,  a  rash  appear- 
ing first  on  the  arms  and  then  on  the  body,  be- 
tween measles  and  scarlet  fever  in  appearance,  and 
a  sore  throat.  The  child  has  had  scarlatina.  In 
two  weeks  seven  members  of  this  family  had  high 
fever  and  sore  throat,  but  no  rash. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 
STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  March  ist,  1879. 

Dr.  Leonard  reported  a  case  in  which  a  man  had 
received  injuries  of  the  head  two  weeks  previous. 
The  eyes  were  swollen  and  bloodshot ;  severe  head- 
ache ;  temperature  normal,  but  head  felt  hot ;  pulse 
50.  Free  catharsis,  bromide  of  potassium  and 
chloral  ordered.  Continued  getting  worse.  On 
the  third  day,  pulse  140;  respiration  48,  uncon- 
scious, left  hand  cold,  pupils  normal  but  no  paraly- 
sis. The  next  day  there  was  but  little  change,  but 
on  following  day  pulse  130,  respiration  36,  temper- 
ature loi*'  F.  Still  failing,  and  on  following  day 
died. 

Dr.  Brodie.     There  was  probably  an  abscess. 

Dr.  Mulheron  reported  a  case  of  scarlatina  with 
temperature  10^%°  F.,  and  pulse  155.  Placed  the 
patient  in  tepid  bath,  and  added  cold  water  till  the 
child's  body  felt  cool.  Gave  liq.  ammonise  acetat. 
and  ammonite  carb.  The  next  day  the  treatment 
continued,  but  the  following  day  the  pulse  being 
120  and  the  temperature  101  ^4"  F.,  the  baths  were 
discontinued.  On  the  next  day  the  pulse  90  and 
temperature  99°  F. 

Dr.  M.  also  reported  a  young  man  aged  20  years, 
had  diarrhoea,  rose-colored  spots  on  abdomen, 
morning  temperature  104.5"  F.,  evening,  105.5''  F. 
After  about  one  week  quinine  reduced  the  tem- 
perature to  99. S°  F.  On  the  following  day  with- 
out observable  cause  the  temperature  was  10334;'° 
F.  The  next  day  with  temperature,  morning  104 >^  ° 
¥.,  evening  106^  F.,  the  patient  was  comatose  and 
his  fauces  and  vicinity  covered  with  diphtheritic 
membrane.  Applied  salicylic  acid,  and  gave  qui- 
nine, potas.  chloras  and  tinct.  ferri  mur.  The  pa- 
tient recovered.  The  case  illustrates  the  value  of 
the  thermometer  in  indicating  trouble  before  it 
could  be  detected  by  other  means. 

Dr.  Davenport  reported  a  case  in  which  a  young 
lady  aged  17  years  was  suffering  from  intense 
hyperassthesia,  pain  in  the  muscles  and  bones, 
worse  at  night,  and  great  despondency.  She  has 
suffered  one  month.  The  uterine  functions  are 
normal.  Gave  potas.  bromide  and  chloral  hyd. 
without  benefit, 

Some  of  the  members  thought  this  a  case  of 
rheumatism,  but  others  that  it  arose  from  pressure 
on  the  spinal  cord. 

Dr.  I.  S.  Smith  reported  a  case  of  imperforate 
anus,  in  which  the  tissue  was  quite  thin,  and  being 
opened  the  child  was  healed.  He  has  seen  two 
other  cases,  but  both  died. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  March  15th,  1879. 

Dr.  Borrowman  presented  a  patient  aged  15 
years,  who,  eight  years  ago,  sustained  a  fracture  of 
one  of  the  bones  of  the  right  forearm,  and  disloca- 
tion of  the  elbow  on  the  same  side.  There  is  no 
shortening  but  deficient  power  in  flexing.  Cir- 
cumference around  biceps  half  an  inch  less ;  around 
the  elbow,  half  an  inch  greater  than  the  other  arm. 


The  radius  is  displaced  forwards.  There  is  con- 
siderable pain  at  times.  Both  fracture  and  dislo- 
cation were  recognized  by  attending  surgeons,  and 
the  arm  was  retained  constantly  in  the  dressing  for 
about  four  weeks  without  inspection.  As  there 
was  freedom  of  motion,  and  a  comparatively  use- 
ful limb,  no  operative  procedure  was  recom- 
mended. 

The  conclusions  deduced  from  the  discussion  of 
this  case  were  as  follows  : 

1.  The  party  injured,  or  his  friends,  should 
share  the  responsibility  with  the  surgeon,  and  thus 
avoid  suits  at  law. 

2.  Surgeons  should  refuse  to  attend  or  be  re- 
sponsible for  results  in  all  cases  where  they  are  not 
permitted  to  follow  their  own  judgment  in  treat- 
ment. 

3.  Surgeons  should  be  guarded  in  their  prom- 
ises, and  remember  the  witnesses  present. 

4.  Injuries,  and  especially  of  the  joints,  should 
not  be  placed  in  permanent  dressings  without  in- 
spection from  time  to  time  to  see  that  they  are  pro- 
gressing favorably. 

5.  Physicians,  as  witnesses,  should  testify  to 
facts,  and  leave  the  scientific  points  involved  to  ex- 
perts, who  should  be  especially  summoned  by  the 
court. 

6.  Text-books  should  not  be  given  as  authority ; 
they  are  seldom  up  to  the  times,  and  often  contain 
statements  which,  in  the  hands  of  skillful  lawyers, 
may  cause  great  annoyance,  with  no  corresponding 
benefit. 

7.  In  suits  for  malpractice,  the  jury  and  public 
sentiment  will  give  the  benefit  of  doubt  to  the  pa- 
tient, and  therefore  the  profession  should  stand  by 
its  members. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  April  5th,  1879. 

Dr.  Klein  gave  a  description  of  a  disease  which 
commenced  at  the  Mansion  House,  Chicago,  about 
six  weeks  ago.  There  have  been  thirty  cases,  with 
three  deaths,  at  this  house.  No  similar  cases  have 
been  reported  in  the  neighborhood.  The  patients 
usually  complain  of  lassitude,  myalgia  and  head- 
ache for  several  days,  then  comes  a  chill,  followed 
by  high  fever,  rapid  pulse,  high  temperature,  rest- 
lessness and  looseness  of  the  bowels,  but  neither 
eruption  nor  sordes.  The  patients  are  usually  semi- 
comatose or  comatose. 

A  lady,  having  the  premonitory  symptoms  sev- 
eral days,  took  a  long  walk  in  the  morning,  as  was 
her  custom.  She  became  so  ill  that  she  could 
scarcely  get  home ;  had  a  very  long  and  severe 
chill ;  could  scarcely  get  her  warm,  followed  by 
fever.  She  was  very  restless,  semi-comatose  for 
seven  days,  then  comatose,  and  died  very  quietly 
on  the  fourteenth  day.  Four  days  before  death 
back  became  quite  rigid.  The  temperature  was 
104  to  107  degrees  Fahrenheit.  Pulse  120  to  160, 
and  the  discharges  involuntary.  The  last  two  days 
she  could  not  swallow. 

The  treatment  was  similar  to  that  for  typhoid 
fever.  Flannels,  out  of  hot  milk,  were  applied  to 
the  body  of  the  lady  a  little  before  death,  with  tem- 
porary benefit. 

For  some  time  before  the  outbreak  of  this  fever, 
and  during  its  continuance,  a  very  disagreeable 
odor  was  noticeable  in  the  house.  After  much 
delay  and  many  surmises  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
odor,  and  of  the  disease,  the  sewers  were  opened, 
and  found  to  be  clogged,  so  that  the  sewer  gases 
passed  into  various  parts  of  the  house,  through  its 
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numerous  waste  pipes,  which  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  duly  provided  with  suitable  stench-traps. 

Drs.  Brodie,  Gustin  and  Richards  reported  cases 
analogous  to  those  at  the  Mansion  House.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  sewer  between  Jefferson  avenue, 
Larned  street,  and  Brush  and  St.  Antoine  streets,  in 
this  city,  is  defective,  and  several  cases  of  fever — 
blood-poisoning — have  occurred  in  that  vicinity, 
due  probably  to  such  defect. 

Dr.  Gustin  attended  a  patient  who  had  diph- 
theria in  January,  intermittent  fever  in  February, 
chicken  pox  in  March,  and  scarlatina  now,  in  April. 
W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,   * 
Secretary. 


STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  April  19,  1878. 

Dr.  Leonard  reported  a  case  where  a  boy  aged 
three  months  had  a  supernumerary  tongue,  about 
half  an  inch  long. 

Dr.  Book  was  treating  a  man,  aged  twenty- 
six  years,  who  has  had  a  mania  for  sweetened 
food — pound  cake  being  his  favorite — for  about 
two  years.  His  appetite  is  good.  He  will  eat 
enormous  quantities  of  sweet  cake,  vomit  it  and 
then  eat  more ;  yet,  on  one  occasion,  he  fasted 
three  days  rather  than  partake  of  anything  but 
sweet  food.  He  is  very  nervous,  pale,  and  of 
dropsical  appearance.  His  tongue  is  red  and  but 
sHghtly  coated  ;  urine  free,  saccharine,  and  of  high 
specific  gravity  ;  bowels  regular,  weight  increasing, 
and  mind  despondent.  Tartar  emetic,  bromide  of 
potassium  and  other  remedies. do  not  produce  satis- 
factory results. 

Dr.  Klein  saw  a  girl,  aged  12  years,  in  Canada, 
some  time  ago,  who  had  always  lived  on  sweetened 
milk.  She  was  remarkably  fine,  plump,  healthy 
and  strong. 

Dr.  Mulheron  reported  a  case  of  purpura  hem- 
orrhagica, in  which  the  large  and  well-defined 
spots  resembled  somewhat  the  stains  caused  by  the 
repeated  application  of  tinct.  iodine.  Post-mortetn  : 
the  areolar  and  adipose  tissues  were  soft,  friable 
and  infiltrated  with  bloody  serum.  The  internal 
organs  had  a  beautiful  appearance,  closely  resem- 
bling wax-work.  This  child  lived  on  the  ground 
floor,  but  the  surroundings  were  good. 

Dr.  Borrowman  was  attending  a  lady  in  the 
eighth  month  of  gestation,  for  protrusion  of  the 
bladder.  The  child  is  very  low,  and  the  bladder 
can  be  replaced  after  the  woman  has  been  in  the 
recumbent  position  for  some  time.  The  urine  has 
to  be  removed  with  the  catheter. 

Dr.  Brodie.  In  1858  a  woman  in  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  after  a  drunken  debauch,  was  supposed 
to  be  in  labor  at  full  time.  Nearly  a  pail  of  water 
was  drawn  off,  but  the  woman  died  the  next  day. 
Dr.  Lyster.  A  girl,  aged  fourteen  years,  about 
four  weeks  ago,  while  masturbating,  passed  a  lead 
pencil,  s}4  inches  long,  into  the  bladder,  as  she 
supposed.  There  were  considerable  pain  and 
some  fever.  Gave  quinine  sulph.  grs.  xxiv,  the 
day  before  operating.  Failing  to  remove  the  pen- 
cil either  through  the  bladder  or  vagina,  an  inci- 
sion  two  to  three  inches  long  was  made  in  the  ab- 
domen, through  which  it  was  removed  without 
much  difficulty.  The  sharpened  end  was  directed 
upwards  towards  the  liver.  The  girl  soon  recov- 
ered, without  peritonitis  or  other  unfavorable 
symptoms.  The  pencil  probably  passed  through 
the  vagina  in  front  of  the  womb.  Deaths  have 
been  reported  from  instruments  being  introduced 
to  induce  abortion. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  May  3,  1877. 

Dr.  Lyster  presented  a  tumor — adenoma — re- 
moved from  the  breast  of  a  lady  aged  22  years.  A 
tumor,  probably  siniilar,  was  removed  from  the 
other  breast,  some  time  ago.  They  probably  com- 
menced about  puberty,  and  caused  but  little 
trouble. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  May  17,  1878. 

Dr.  Leonard  read  a  paper  on  psoitis,  in  which 
he  reported  two  cases,  one  in  a  child  of  three  years, 
and  the  other  eight  and  a  half  years.  These  cases 
often  are,  but  should  not  be  mistaken  for  morbus 
coxarius. 

Dr.  Rouse.  A  man  aged  33  years,  married,  and 
a  native  of  New  York,  took  cold  about  three  years 
ago.  He  coughed,  but  took  but  little  notice  of  it 
till  two  years  ago,  when  he  had  congestion  of  the 
lungs,  which  confined  him  to  bed  for  three  weeks, 
and  left  him  with  bad  cough  and  shortness  of 
breath.  About  a  year  ago,  he  had  a  very  severe 
pain  under  his  shoulder  blade,  as  if  something  had 
ruptured.  He  went  to  the  Rochester  City  Hospital, 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Stoddard,  who  opened  the 
right  side,  drew  off  a  considerable  quantity  of 
matter,  and  inserted  an  India  rubber  drainage 
tube.  This  gave  much  rehef,  and  the  patient  came 
to  Detroit  about  the  ist  of  August,  1876,  and  died 
on  the  6th  of  the  following.  March.  Sustaining 
treatment  was  used,  and  the  cavity  washed  one  to 
three  times  a  day  with  antiseptic  lotions. 

Post-7nortem  was  eighteen  hours  after  death. 
The  body  was  very  much  emaciated.  The  tube 
was  in  the  most  dependent  part  of  the  pleural  cavity, 
and  the  right  lung  compressed  into  very  small 
space  along  the  spinal  column,  and  very  hard  and 
firm,  and  contained  a  few  tubercles.  The  cavity 
was  from  eight  to  ten  times  the  size  of  the  lung. 
The  left  lung  was  tuberculous,  with  very  little  that 
could  be  of  service  in  respiration.  The  heart  was 
large,  but  healthy  ;  the  liver  was  large,  inflamed, 
and  infiltrated  with  fatty  matter. 

Dr.  Mulheron  attended  a  case  of  shoulder  presen- 
tation in  a  woman,  having  a  broad  and  shallow 
pelvis.  Eleven  months  previous  to  this,  the  same 
woman  had  been  delivered  of  a  dead  child,  also  a 
shoulder  presentation.  Placed  the  woman  in  the 
knee-elbow  position,  to  rectify  the  presentation, 
when,  due  precaution  not  being  taken,  the  child 
spontaneously  changed  to  a  footling,  and  was  so 
delivered. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  Sept.  6,  1877. 

Dr.  Brodie  called  attention  to  the  peculiar  type 
of  the  fever  which  is  now  somewhat  prevalent  in 
this  city.  It  is  called  typhoid  by  many,  but  he 
regards  it  a  nervous  malarial  fever.  The  fever 
continues  three  or  four  weeks ;  the  bowels  are  al- 
ternately relaxed  and  constipated  ;  the  tongue  red, 
congested,  but  moist ;  many  are  delirious,  and 
quite  a  number  die.  The  fever  remits,  but  quinine 
seems  to  do  harm,  till  about  the  third  or  fourth 
week.  Stimulants  are  well  borne.  No  post- 
mortem  has  been  reported. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 
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Clippings. 


Cough  Mixture. — J.  Milner  Fothergill  says 
hydrobromic  acid,  with  spirit  of  chloroform  and 
syrup  of  squill— and  if  the  case  be  that  of  a  very 
agreeable  lady,  and  a  favorite  patient,  a  few  drops 
of  spirit  of  nutmeg  be  added — constitutes  an  ex- 
cellent and  palatable  cough  medicine. — Louisville 
Medical  News. 


Bryonia  and  Drosera  in  Whooping- 
COUGH. — During  the  catarrhal  stage,  give  the  tinc- 
ture of  bryonia  (f  3  ss  daily  to  a  child  aged  7 
years).  During  the  spasmodic  stage,  give  tincture 
of  drosera  (same  dose  for  equal  age).  Under  the 
action  of  the  latter,  the  disease  very  rapidly  sub- 
sides. So  says  M.  Louvet  Lamare  in  L' Anee 
Medicale. 


A  New  Quinia  Salt. — Mr.  Drygin,  of  Kutais, 
Russia  {New  Remedies,  November),  has  discov- 
ered a  new  compound  of  quinia,  which  is  readily 
soluble  in  water,  and  is  well  suited  for  hypodermic 
injections.  It  is  a  double  hydrochlorate  of  quinia 
and  urea.  Its  price  is  about  the  same  as  quinia 
hydrochlorate.  At  ordinary  temperatures  it  is  sol- 
uble in  its  own  weight  of  water. 

Constipation  and  Dyspepsia.— Find  no 
remedies  better  or  equal  to  the  following  in  these 
complaints  : 

IJ.     Fl.  ext.  berberis  aquifolium. 

Fl.  ext.  rhamniis  purshiana,  aa.  5  iv. 
Glycerine,  5  ij. 

M.  Sig. — Teaspoonful  after  each  meal  and  at 
bed  time. 

So  far  in  these  troubles  this  preparation  has  been 
as  reliable  to  cure,  as  greenbacks  are  to  pay  debts. 
— Physio- Medical  Journal. 


Pilocarpin  as  an  Abortifacient. — A  late 
number  of  the  Allgemeinc  Med.  Central  Zei- 
tung  quotes  four  cases  recently  reported  by  various 
observers,  where  the  hypodermic  use  of  pilocarpin 
in  pregnant  women  led  to  abortion.  One  case  was 
four  months  gone,  and  aborted  after  the  ninth  in- 
jection. This  should  be  an  important  caution 
against  using  this  agent,  which  is  growing  in  popu- 
larity, in  pregnant  women.  As  to  whether  it  will 
prove  of  service  in  cases  where  the  production  of 
abortion  is  indicated  for  legitimate  reasons,  no  ob- 
servations have  been  reported. — Med.  and  Surg. 
Reporter. 

We  were  much  astonished  when  we  read  Dr. 
Gibbons's  article  in  the  October  number  of  i\\t.  Pa- 
cific. As  to  the  source  from  whence  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  received  their  information  of 
the  value  of  these  remedies  we  care  not  a  straw. 
If  they  are  old  remedies  under  new  names,  it  is 
certain  that  they  are  new  to  the  great  majority  of 
the  profession,  and  in  proportion  to  their  value  the 
profession  are  indebted  to  the  introducers.  Our 
own  experience  has  taught  that  cascara  sagrada, 
grindelia  squarrosa  and  yerba  santa  are  valuable 
remedies. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Narcotic  Action  of  Iodoform. — Dr.  Ober- 
lander  reports  two  cases,  females,  suffering  from 
inveterate  syphilis,  in  whom  severe  narcotic  symp- 
toms followed  the  internal  administration  of  iodo- 
form. 

The  first  patient  had  absorbed  42  grammes  (650 
grains)  in  eighty  days  by  pills  containing  one  centi- 


gram each.  She  then  experienced  feebleness,  ver- 
tigo and  double  vision,  and  after  two  days  fell  into 
a  profound  sleep  of  36  hours,  which  was  followed 
by  a  state  of  exaltation,  with  violent  headache, 
busy  delirium,  and  disordered  speech.  After  a 
period  of  feebleness  and  shuffling  gait,  she  was 
again  seized  with  vertigo,  headache  and  double 
vision. 

In  the  second  case,  the  toxic  effects  appeared 
earlier.  The  patient,  a  woman  of  69,  presented 
the  phenomena  of  intoxication  seven  days  after  the 
beginning  of  the  internal  use  of  iodoform,  which 
never  exceeded  5  grammes.  The  sleep  continued 
throughout  five  days,  leaving  behind  it  a  sense  of 
offensiveness  and  of  vertigo,  which  persisted  many 
weeks. 

These  observations  confirm  the  experiences  of 
Binz  upon  the  narcotic  action  of  iodoform. — 
Deutsche  Zeitschrift  f.  prak.  Med.,  No.  37,  1878. 


The  Forms  of  Antagonism  in  Drugs. — The 
antagonistic  action  of  different  remedial  agents 
has  attracted  considerable  attention  lately.  Dr. 
Fothergill's  little  work  on  the  subject  is  fresh,  and 
has  served  to  whet  the  interest  of  reading  men. 
The  same  subject  is  treated  by  M.  J.  L.  Prevost, 
in  the  Archives  de  Physiol.  Normale  et  Pathol., 
chiefly  in  relation  to  the  antagonistic  properties  of 
atropin  to  muscarin.  The  author  proceeds  to 
show  that  there  are  the  following  kinds  of  antag- 
onisms :  a.  True  antagonism,  occurring  in  cases 
in  which  two  poisons  act  in  opposite  ways  upon 
one  and  the  same  anatomical  element,  as,  for  in- 
stance, by  exciting  or  paralyzing  a  nervous  element ; 
b.  False  antagonism,  when  the  poisonous  symp- 
toms are  suppressed  by  making  use  of  an  agent 
which  renders  the  manifestation  of  the  symptoms 
impossible  ;  this  occurs  after  the  injection  of  cura- 
ra,  in  a  case  of  strychnia  poisoning;  for  the  curara, 
paralyzing  the  motor  or  efferent  nerves,  prevents 
the  appearance  of  tetanus  caused  by  strychnia. 
Another  example  of  false  antagonism  is,  when  two 
poisons  act  upon  two  different  parts  of  a  compli- 
cated organ ;  as  is  the  case  when  atropin  and 
physostigmin  are  applied  successively  to  the  eye. — 
Med.  and  Surg.  Rep. 


Treatment  of  the  Albuminuria  of  Preg- 
nancy BY  Jaborandi.— Dr.  Langlet,  of  Rheims, 
publishes  an  elaborate  account  of  a  case  of  albu- 
minuria during  pregnancy,  which  he  has  treated 
successfully  by  the  administration  of  jaborandi. 
The  patient,  three  months  advanced  in  pregnancy, 
showed  the  ordinary  symptoms  of  albuminuria. 
The  action  of  the  jaborandi  on  the  salivary  glands 
became  apparent  on  the  day  of  administration. 
The  patient  took  the  drug  continuously  for  a  period 
of  sixteen  days,  during  which  time  the  oedema  dis- 
appeared, and  the  general  symptoms  were  im- 
proved. The  albumen  was  likewise  lessened  to 
such  an  extent  that  not  the  slightest  trace  could 
finally  be  detected,  and  the  lying-in  occurred  under 
the  most  favorable  circumstances.  Dr.  Langlet 
has  noticed  that  the  administration  of  the  jaborandi 
caused  an  increase  in  the  urinary  secretion,  and 
this  coincides  with  a  somewhat  similar  observation 
of  M.  Rendu,  who  found  that  in  a  case  of  acute 
nephritis  the  drug  caused  polyuria.  On  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  the  administration  of  the  drug, 
ha^maturia  occurred  so  as  to  give  the  urine  a  disa- 
greeable odor  and  a  bright  red  color.  This  acci- 
dent, which  did  not  retard  the  recovery,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  excessive  work  imposed  upon  the 
kidney  by  the  increased  secretion,  leading  to  con- 
gestion, and  the  congestion  to  actual  hemorrhage. 
—  Union  Medicale  du  Nord-Est,  No.  6. 
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J.  H.  BuNDY,  M.  D.,  OF  Oakland,  Cal. — 
Lately  we  have  noticed  some  indirect  and  some 
rather  personal  attacks,  by  medical  journals,  upon 
Dr.  Bundy,  which  we  regard  as  being  not  only  un- 
fair, but  cruel  in  the  extreme.  Because  Dr.  Bundy 
has  been  more  enterprising  and  industrious  than 
others,  and  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to 
offer  the  profession  some  valuable  new  remedies, 
with  carefully  recorded  clinical  observations  veri- 
fying their  virtues,  nobody  should  be  so  selfish  and 
jealous  as  to  accuse  him  of  professional  dishonesty, 
and  that  without  a  shadow  of  evidence. 

We  know  Dr.  Bundy,  personally,  and  know  him 
to  be  a  man  of  intelligence,  education,  enterprise  ; 
and  we  know  of  no  man  in  any  branch  of  the  pro- 
fession, whom  we  consider  more  reliable,  in  every 
regard,  than  Dr.  Bundy. 

Neither  does  Dr.  Bundy  know  anything  of  what 
we  are  writing;  and  what  we  say  is  more  particu- 
larly for  the  satisfaction  of  those  of  our  readers 
who  may  read  after  him,  and  who  may  chance  to 
see  some  remarks  derogatory  to  him.  Depend 
upon  it,  if  Dr.  Bundy  writes  anything,  he  must 
have  the  utmost  confidence  that  what  he  writes 
will  result  just  as  he  suggests.  He  is  not  one  of 
those  long-article  men  who  dwells  upon  theories, 
but  he  is  eminently  practical. — Americati  Medical 
Journal. 


How  ARE  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE  PREMATURE- 
LY Bald. — Loss  of  hair  is  not  a  result  of  early 
piety,  but  the  result  of  a  loss  of  nervo-vital  force 
from  causes  that  abound  in  society — nervous  dis- 
eases and  the  like.  Comparatively  few  cases  are 
due  to  increased  sebaceous  secretion,  with  its  per- 
verted nutrition,  chemical  change  of  secretion, 
pitryasis  or  dandruff,  atrophy  of  the  hair  bulb. 
The  alopecia  due  to  fevers  and  nervous  exhaustion 
is  a  direct  marasmus. 

The  success  of  treatment  of  all  cases  of  baldness 
depends  upon  the  point  whether  the  matrix  of  the 
hair  is  destroyed ;  whether  the  nervous  or  blood 
disease  can  be  eradicated.  Of  all  remedies  there 
are  none  so  valuable  as  the  vitalized  hypophos- 
phates,  with  general  attention  to  the  case. 

The  success  of  a  cure  often  depends  on  local 
measures — on  agents  which  mildly  and  thorough- 
ly cleanse  the  scalp.  The  best  medicinal  agent 
that  I  have  met  with  is  the  quillaya  saponaria — the 
soap  tree  bark — prepared  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
Detroit,  Michigan.  This  remedy  is  extensively 
used  by  all  dermatologists.  It  contains  an  excess 
of  alkah,  which  saponifies  the  fatty  matter  of  the 
sebaceous  secretion,  and  is  easily  removed.  This 
remedy  not  only  removes  the  scales,  but  exercises 
an  excellent  tonic  influence  on  the  scalp.  Its  ac- 
tion is  essential. 

The  use  of  the  soap  tree  bark  every  morning  as 
a  shampoo,  with  active  manipulation  with  the  fin- 
gers until  a  copious  lather  is  produced,  and  then 
wash  off  by  the  use  of  cold  and  warm  water  alter- 
nately, followed  by  gentle  friction  ;  then  the  use  of 
the  following  as  a  hair  or  scalp  tonic  : 

5.    Bay  rum,  O  ij. 
Tinct.  lobelia. 

Tinct.  sanguinaria  canadensis,  aa.   J  j. 
Tinct.  cantharides,  Jij. 
Boracis,    J  ss. — Mix. 

In  answer  to  our  interrogation,  intense  nervous 
exhaustion  is  a  cause  of  premature  baldness.— 
Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


Some  of  our  New  Remedies.— There  is  cer- 
tainly much  room  for  re-study  and  better  acquain- 
tance with  the  older  materia  medica,  and  impera- 
tive need  for  thorough  testings  of  a  large  number 
of  newer  introductions. 


So  long  as  the  profession  lacks  positive  knowl- 
edge of  the  real  intrinsic  qualities  and  medical 
properties  of  their  administrations,  so  long  will 
therapeutic  inefficiency  be  the  bane  of  professional 
worth. 

Among  the  later  introductions  I  would  give 
honorable  mention  to  the  yerba  reuma  in  laryngeal, 
pharyngeal  and  pulmonary  congestions ;  enfeebled 
capillary  circulation  and  engorgements. 

Cascara  sagrada  has  established  itself  in  confi- 
dence as  a  stimulant  to  the  peristaltic  action  of  the 
intestines,  and  to  overcome  habitual  constipation, 
without  excitation,  irritation  or  debilitating  effects 
of  any  concurring  organs. 

Cereus  bonplandii  has  now  been  before  the  pro- 
fession quite  long  enough  to  gain  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  a  real  nerve  sedative,  loco-motor  tran- 
quilizer. It  certainly  possesses  some  valuable  phy- 
siological properties  as  an  independent  vegetable 
product,  and  readily  imparts  thesame  to  the  animal 
tissues,  in  cases  of  hyperaemia  of  the  cerebro- 
spinal axis. 

The  drosera  has  not  disappointed  expectation  as 
a  real  antispasmodic.  Though  not  a  substitute 
for  the  cinchona  alkaloids,  yet  it  possesses  a  strong 
anti-spasmodic  property  peculiarly  its  own,  and  as 
decidedly  adv^antageous  to  the  remedial  armamen- 
tarium as  other  of  the  so-called  specifics.  It  is  a  real 
curative  agent,  reaching  into  the  domains  of  force 
applicabilities,  and  there  harmonizing  such  pertur- 
bances  as  affect  the  pneumogastric  in  particular, 
reaching  with  direct  certainty  singultus,  spasm  of 
the  glottis,  bronchial  irritations,  etc. 

Jaborandi  well  supports  its  reputation  as  a  gen- 
eral, mild  and  efficient  diaphoretic  and  stimulant. 

All  of  these  remedies  in  tinct.  or  fl.  ext.  may  be 
administered  in  ext.  of  malt,  for  a  vehicle,  and 
when  pure,  are  excellent  remedies  in  their  respec- 
tive range  of  applications. — St.  Louis  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal. 


Viburnum  Prunifolium  in  Threatened 
Abortion  and  in  Menorrhagia. — I  send  you 
a  report  of  two  cases  in  which  tincture  viburnum 
was  used  with  success  ;  you  can  publish  same  if  you 
deem  it  necessary : 

Case  1st.  On  September  23d,  1878,  I  was  sum- 
moned in  haste  to  see  Morilla ,  a  colored  wo- 
man about  32  years  old,  who  had  received  a  wound 
from  a  fall.  On  reaching  her  home  I  learned  that 
patient,  while  attempting  to  replace  a  rope  in  a 
well  whirl,  had  fallen  from  the  well  upon  the  sharp- 
ragged  edge  of  a  rail  which  was  driven  in  the 
ground  near  by,  with  one  end  protruding,  making 
a  wound  about  five  inches  long,  just  above  pubes, 
penetrating  as  far  as  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen. 
The  woman  being  somewhat  advanced  in  preg- 
nancy, the  fall  brought  on  strong  labor  pains. 
After  dressing  the  wound  with  ligature  and  adhe- 
sive strips,  I  made  examination  per  vaginam,  found 
the  OS  considerably  dilated,  pains  continuing  reg- 
ularly.    I  gave  her : 


Tinct.  viburnum, 
Water-    1  j ; 


3j, 


with  direction  to  take  the  same  quantity  if  the 
pains  did  not  cease  in  one  hour.  Calling  two  or 
three  hours  after,  I  found  the  patient  resting  very 
quietly,  with  pains  relieved.  Woman  recovered, 
and  will  soon  be  confined. 

Case  2d.  The  next  case  was  a  case  of  menor- 
rhagia  (excessive  menstruation),  in  which  the  va- 
rious preparations  of  iron,  ergot,  etc.,  were  used 
without  reHef.  I  finally  put  patient  on  a  teaspoon- 
ful  tinct.  viburnum,  beginning  with  the  medicine 
two  days  before  her  period.  Flow  was  consider- 
ably diminished.     Ordered  her  to  repeat  same  at 
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her  next  period,  which  she  did  with  marked  relief. 
Patient  was  a  married  woman ;  had  been  married 
two  years;  no  children.  After  taking  the  viburnum 
a  second  time  she  became  pregnant  and  will  soon 
have  reached  full  term. 

The  medicine  acts,  no  doubt,  as  a  uterine  seda- 
tive, but  I  cannot  explain  the  action.  I  would  be 
very  glad  if  I  could  see  something  in  reference  to 
it  in  your  valuable  journal. — Z>.  B.  Nisbet,  M.  D., 
of  Georgia,  in  Southern  Medical  Record. 


Cascara  Sagrada.— In  the  October  (1878) 
number  of  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  Dr.  W.  P.  Gibbons  reflected  seriously  up- 
on some  new  remedies  which  have  lately  been  of- 
fered to  the  profession.  He  evidently  intended  to 
convey  the  impression  that  these  articles,  promi- 
nent among  which  is  cascara  sagrada,  were  of  but 
little  or  no  therapeutic  value.  In  the  January 
(1879)  number  of  the  same  journal,  its  editor.  Dr. 
Henry  Gibbons  practically  contradicts  the  intent  of 
the  article  of  his  brother.  It  will  be  seen  that  Dr. 
Henry  Gibbons  here  acknowledges  that  "  se\'eral 
of  the  plants  in  question  are  really  valuable." 
This  is  all  that  the  profession  cares  to  know.  We 
do  not  care  who  introduced  the  drug  nor  whether 
it  was  used  by  the  Mexicans  in  the  time  of  the 
Montezumas  or  not.  If  a  dwarf  of  Central  Africa 
should  make  known  to  us  some  medicinal  plant, 
the  use  of  which  would  stay  the  ravages  of  the 
plague,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  use  it.  To  our 
minds  it  would  be  wise  to  accept  good  from  any 
source.  How  long  before  we,  as  a  profession,  will 
rise  above  the  petty  jealousies  of  children } — 
V.  C.  v.,  in  Physician  and  Surgeon. 


Hemp-Smoking  in  Tetanus. — Mr.  Khastagir 
has  successfully  treated  five  cases  of  traumatic 
tetanus  under  the  effect  of  ganja  (hemp)  smoking. 
Hemp-smoking  has  been  long  known  as  a  remedy 
in  cases  of  tetanus,  but  it  has  lately  fallen  into  dis- 
repute, owing,  as  Mr.  Khastagir  supposes,  to  the 
use  of  the  Indian  hemp  by  the  stomach  instead  of 
by  smoking;  from  the  insufficiency  of  the  number 
of  doses  ordered,  since  the  effect  wears  off  in  the 
interval ;  or  from  the  drug  being  used  as  an  auxil- 
iary to  some  more  potent  remedy,  in  which  case  its 
effect  is  unnoticed.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  ad- 
minister the  ganja  by  causing  an  attendant  to  keep 
a  smoking-pipe  ready  near  the  patient,  charged 
with  about  15  grains  of  the  dried  leaves,  either 
alone  or  mixed  with  twice  the  amount  of  dried  to- 
bacco leaves.  On  every  re-appearance  of  a  clonic 
spasm,  the  patient  is  made  to  smoke  the  pipe  till 
the  leaves  are  burnt  to  ashes,  on  which  the  muscles 
of  the  body  instantly  relax,  the  patient  shuts  his 
eyes  and  apparently  falls  asleep.  The  attendant 
again  changes  the  pipe  with  dried  ganja  leaves,  and 
watches  the  patient  for  the  advent  of  the  next  spasm 
to  again  make  him  smoke  the  ganja.  In  this  way 
the  drug  has  been  administered  day  and  night  un- 
interruptedly, during  which  the  irritation  of  the 
nervous  system  slowly,  but  steadily,  yielded  to  the 
effect  of  the  drug.  The  longest  time  which  the 
hemp  takes  to  cure  the  disease  has — according  to 
the  author's  observations — been  six  weeks,  the 
shortest  seven  days.  The  only  auxiliary  medicine 
that  need  be  used  in  the  course  of  the  treatment, 
is  an  occasional  dose  of  purgative  mixture  by  the 
mouth,  or  enema  by  the  rectum  to  relieve  constipa- 
tion. In  one  case  a  dose  of  hydrated  chloral  was 
required  to  be  given  at  night  to  produce  sleep. 
Milk  and  soup  are  the  only  nutriments  which  the 
patient  can  or  should  take,  until  he  is  able  to  mas- 
ticate or  swallow  solid  food,  without  giving  occa- 
sion to  fresh  attacks  of  clonic  spasms.     The  ganja 


smoking  has  the  advantage  over  the  ordinary 
methods  of  treatment  by  Calabar  bean,  belladonna, 
etc.,  inasmuch  as  its  use  is  self-regulating  and 
the  attendant  at  once  knows  when  enough  has 
been  given,  whilst  the  recurrence  of  the  spasm 
shows  that  a  fresh  dose  is  required.  The  drug, 
however,  cannot  be  administered  in  this  way  to 
children,  who  either  can  not  or  will  not  smoke. 
Hence  it  is  of  no  value  in  tetanus  or  trismus  of 
new-born  children. —  The  Iftdiaft  Med.  Gazette, 
Aug.,  1S7S. 


The  Therapeutic  Effects  of  Bryony, 
Drosera,  Gelsemium  Sempervirens  and 
Cayapona  Globulosa. —  Dr.  Louvet-Lamare 
has  published  in  the  Annie  Midicale  de  Caen 
(June,  1878)  some  interesting  observations  on  the 
effects  of  bryony  and  drosera  in  whooping-cough. 
In  the  first  stage  of  disease  he  administers  tincture 
of  bryony,  in  daily  doses  of  fifteen  minims,  to  chil- 
dren aged  seven  years  ;  and  states  that  it  very 
quickly  diminishes  the  bronchitis,  stimulates  the 
appetite,  and  does  not  create  nausea.  This  plant 
seems  to  possess  astringent  properties,  as  is  shown 
in  the  remark  made  by  Barbier  in  his  Materia 
Medica,  vol.  iii,  where  he  says  the  peasant  women 
are  in  the  habit  of  taking,  during  some  days, 
enemata  made  from  the  roots  of  bryony,  when 
they  cease  to  nurse  their  babies,  and  wish  to  pre- 
vent the  secretion  of  milk  in  the  mammas. 

Drosera  has  proved  very  efficient  when  whoop- 
ing cough  has  reached  the  paroxysmal  stage.  It 
was  also  employed  formerly  against  dropsy  and 
disease  of  the  lungs,  and  is  said  to  have  been  used 
with  apparent  success  in  phthisis. 

Gelsemium  sempervirens  is  a  very  powerful  sed- 
ative in  cases  of  neuralgia,  especially  if  the  latter 
be  not  complicated  by  local  congestions.  It  is 
very  efficient  in  neuralgia  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
body,  but  loses  some  of  its  power  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  latter.  E.  g.,  neuralgias  of  the  face 
and  teeth  are  speedily  removed  by  it ;  then 
follow,  classed  as  to  the  power  of  resisting 
the  power  of  the  drug,  neuralgia  of  the  brachial 
plexus,  of  the  intercostal,  iho-lumbar,  crural, 
and  ischiatic  nerves.  It  has  also  been  used, 
with  great  success  in  hemicrania.  Gelsemium 
is  dispensed  in  pills,  or  in  the  form  of  a 
tincture,  the  dose  of  which  varies  from  fifteen 
drops  a  day  to  ninety  drops.  The  effect  of  this 
drug  must  be  carefully  watched,  because  it  is  apt, 
especially  if  taken  in  too  large  quantities,  to  pro- 
duce symptoms  of  poisoning,  which  first  show 
themselves  in  the  eyes.  The  patients  complain  of 
giddiness,  their  upper  eyelids  have  an  irresistible 
tendency  to  drop,  and  when  lifted  up  with  the  fin- 
ger objects  appear  double  ;  at  the  same  time  a 
strong  sensation  of  weakness  and  prickling  is  felt 
in  the  arms.  A  subcutaneous  injection  of  morphia 
has,  however,  always  proved  a  good  antidote  and 
removed  the  alarming  symptoms. 

The  cayapona  globulosa  is  found  in  Brazil.  It 
is  a  very  powerful  drastic,  and  much  used  in  veteri- 
nary medicine.  An  alkaloid,  cayaponine,  has  been 
extracted  from  it,  which  contains  the  efficient 
parts  of  the  plant.  Experiments  have  been  made 
with  this  substance  in  the  form  of  a  solution  ;  if 
swallowed,  it  produced  very  copious  and  repeated 
evacuations,  but  without  any  pain  in  the  bowels. 
When  injected  under  the  skin  it  caused  a  very 
large  and  painful  swelling,  which  was  surrounded 
by  a  network  of  smaller  swellings,  radiating  from 
the  center,  and  apparently  produced  by  some  irri- 
tation of  the  lymphatic  vessels.  There  was  not  the 
least  trace  of  any  drastic  effect  in  this  case. — Lon- 
don Med.  Record,  Dec.  ij,  i8y8.— Monthly  Ab- 
stract. 
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Damiana  as  a  Nerve  Tonic— My  views  on 
damiana  as  a  sexual  tonic  are  known  to  a  very 
large  number  of  the  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. Further  experience  has  strengthened  the 
high  appreciation  I  have  expressed  of  its  value  in 
sexual  debility,  and  given  me,  I  think,  some  new 
ideas  as  to  its  physiological  action  and  position  as 
a  remedial  agent.  It  is  pre-eminently  a  nerve 
tonic,  impressing  the  brain  and  nerve  centers  very 
much  in  the  same  manner  that  strychnia  does. 
While,  however,  void  of  poisonous  properties,  it 
excites  nerve  cell  nutrition,  and  enables  the  nerve 
cell  to  assimilate  its  proper  pabulum  from  the 
blood. 

For  the  medulla  oblongata  and  the  medulla 
spinalis,  it  has  an  especial  affinity.  The  motor 
nerves  seem  more  impressed  by  its  influence  than 
are  those  of  sensation.  Hence  I  inferred  that  it 
would  prove  valuable  in  paralysis.  Opportunities 
offering,  I  tested  the  accuracy  of  this  inference  in 
two  cases — one  hemiplegic ;  the  other  paraplegic. 
In  both,  damiana  proved  of  unquestionable  efficacy  ; 
the  advantage  was  as  unequivocal  as  I  ever  wit- 
nessed from  the  use  of  strychnia  and  ergot. 

If  my  theory  of  its  modus  operandi — that  it 
acted  as  an  invigorator  of  the  primordial  nerve 
cell — be  correct,  it  is  easy  to  understand  its  true 
place  in  the  treatment  of  certain  forms  of  paralysis, 
as  well  as  other  nerve  lesions  in  which  deficient 
cell  nutrition  plays  an  important  part.  Damiana, 
by  its  direct  action  as  a  nerve  tonic,  by  removing 
the  morbid  condition  or  stimulating  the  cells  in 
inactive  conditions,  supplies  a  great  want  in  thera- 
peutics. 

If  impotency  has  accrued  in  the  male  from  in- 
ability to  secure  the  necessary  erection  to  convey 
the  seminal  fluid  into  the  female,  and  to  produce 
in  her  the  very  important  yet  not  absolutely  es- 
sential orgasm  for  impregnation,  this  remedy,  in 
the  absence  of  organic  or  structural  change,  will 
almost  invariably  overcome  the  difficulty.  It  ac- 
complishes all,  and  even  more  effectually,  the 
results  attained  by  combinations  of  iron,  strychnia, 
ergot  and  cantharides. 

In  several  cases  of  nervous  exhaustion,  I  have 
found  the  organismal  hypophosphites  to  give  rather 
negative  results,  on  account  of  the  nerve  cell  being 
unable  to  imbibe  its  proper  pabulum.  In  such 
cases,  I  have  used  damiana  alone  with  evident 
benefit;  but  the  two  agents  together  are  almost 
magical  in  their  effects. 

I  have  recently  used  these  two  agents  in  combin- 
ation with  extract  of  malt,  and  the  result  has  ex- 
ceeded my  fondest  expectations  in  several  cases  of 
malnutrition  and  general  cachexia.  I  have  also 
noticed  that  the  capacity  for  both  physical  and 
intellectual  labor  is  increased  by  the  use  of  this 
combination. 

Recently,  I  used  damiana  in  a  case  of  obstinate 
constipation,  and  found  the  trouble  entirely  re- 
moved ;  and  this  after  having  used  a  multitude  of 
remedies.  Whether  the  result  in  this  case  was  a 
mere  coincidence,  or  will  again  occur,  I  shall  de- 
termine by  future  trials.  I  believe  damiana  can  be 
advantageously  used  in  all  cases  in  which  strychnia 
is  now  employed. 

The  preparation  I  have  used  is  the  fluid  extract, 
either  prepared  by  myself  by  cold  repercolation' 
or  by  Dr.  F.  O.  St.  Clair.  I  abstain  from  heat  in 
makmg  it,  as  high  temperature  is  as  fatal  to  dami- 
ana as  it  is  to  wild  cherry.  May  not  the  rise  of 
heat  in  the  manufacture  explain  the  reason  why 
so  much  of  the  fluid  extracts  found  in  the  market 
is  utterly  worthless,  and  has  brought  so  much  re- 
proach, to  be  shared  by  the  properly  prepared  and 
valuable  article  ? 

Damiana,  like  ergot,  isolated  phosphorous  com- 


pounds, podophyllin  and  other  valuable  agents, 
has  had  its  good  name  traduced,  and  at  it  has  been 
hurled  the  usual  remedy  of  the  weak— ridicule ;  but 
truth,  as  it  always  will,  has  triumphed,  and  this 
agent  is,  no  doubt,  destined  to  an  officinal  position 
in  our  pharmacopoeia.— C  G.  Polk,  M.  D.,  in 
Virginia  Medical  Motithly. 


Sulpho-Carbolate  of  Sodium  in  a  Severe 
Case  of  Varioloid— Recovery.— We  called  to 
see  Mrs.  B.  one  evening  a  few  winters  ago  when 
an  epidemic  of  variola  was  prevailing.     There  had 

been  several  cases  of  the  disease  in  her  vicinity 

on  Capitol  Hill.  A  few  weeks  before  I  had  vac- 
cinated her  four  children,  and  as  she  had  not  been 
vaccinated  for  thirty  years,  I  desired  that  she 
should  also  submit  to  the  operation.  As  she  had 
a  large  and  characteristic  cicatrix  from  the  first 
operation  she  declined  to  have  it  done. 

The  vaccination  was  successful  with  all  the  chil- 
dren save  the  youngest. 

When  I  saw  Mrs.  B.  the  first  time  (in  the  even- 
ing), the  eruption  had  not  appeared,  but  her  symp- 
toms indicated  pretty  clearly  the  nature  of  the 
case. 

Ordered  warm  lemonade  with  spirits  jetheris 
nitrosi  f  3  i  every  three  hours,  and  had  her  separ- 
ated from  the  other  members  of  the  family.  I 
then  revaccinated  the  baby  and  left. 

The  next  morning  I  found  the  eruption  well  out, 
when  I  called  on  Mrs.  B.,  and  ordered  the  follow- 
lowing  : 

5.    Sodii  siilpho-carbolat.,   5j. 
Aq.  cinnamon,  O  j. 

M.  et  Sig.  Dose— Two  tablespooofuls  three 
times  a  day. 

This  case  proved  to  be  a  severe  one.  The  erup- 
tion did  not  exhibit  the  modifications  mentioned 
by  Trousseau,  in  his  admirable  article  on  varioloid, 
but  the  pustules  continued  to  increase  in  size  until 
the  eighth  day,  and  were  surrounded  by  a  well 
marked  areola.  There  were  about  twenty  pustules 
on  the  face,  and  the  neck,  chest  and  back,  were 
well  covered  with  them.  The  face  was  so  much 
swollen  that  the  patient  would  not  have  been  rec- 
ognized by  her  most  intimate  friends.  The  odor 
peculiar  to  variola  was  present,  and  but  for  the 
well  defined  cicatrix  of  the  early  vaccination,  I 
should  have  pronounced  it  a  case  of  distinct  small- 
pox. 

Trousseau  says  that  desiccation  of  the  pustules 
on  the  face  is  complete  on  the  eleventh  day.  In 
this  case  the  process  was  not  completed  until  two 
or  three  days  later.  Although  the  patient  was  able 
to  sit  up  and  walk  about  after  the  fifteenth  day, 
she  did  not  leave  her  room  until  the  twenty-fourth 
day.  As  her  husband  had  the  disease  many  years 
before,  he  did  not  fear  it,  and  nursed  her  himself. 
By  my  direction,  he  applied  daily  to  every  postule 
on  her  face,  with  a  camel's  hair  brush,  a  solution 
of  argenti  nit.  grs.  x  to  xx  to  aq.  f  §  i.  Laxatives 
were  given  when  required,  and  the  case  carefully 
watched.  Her  recovery  was  complete,  and  to-day 
her  face  is  entirely  free  from  all  disfiguration  from 
the  pitting  that  so  generally  follows  this  disgusting 
disease. 

The  sulpho-carbolate  of  sodium  was  faithfully 
administered  from  the  day  the  eruption  appeared, 
up  to  the  time  when  the  crusts  were  well  formed— 
desiccation  complete,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  modi- 
fied and  eliminated  the  poison  in  a  remarkable  de- 
gree. 

The  vaccination  of  the  baby  was  successful,  yet 
notwithstanding  this,  I  was  informed  just  before 
I  was  about  to  stop  my  visits  to  the  mother,  that 
the  child  was  very  sick,  and  had  a  high  fever  the 
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night  before.  On  examination,  I  found  her  face, 
neck,  chest  and  arms  covered  with  a  vesicular 
eruption.  Ordered  the  sulpho-carbolate  in  5  grain 
doses.  In  three  or  four  days  this  eruption  dried 
up,  and  could  be  rubbed  off,  appearing  very  much 
like  fine  bran.  From  this  time  the  child  was  con- 
valescent. 

I  have  met  with  three  cases  m  my  practice, 
where  an  abortive  type  of  varioloid  followed  vac- 
cination, when  the  operation  was  performed  imme- 
diately after  exposure  to  variola — one  a  lady,  the 
other  two  children.  In  each  of  these  cases  the 
vaccination  ran  its  normal  course,  and  after  the 
crust  matured  the  eruption  (which  was  only  vesic- 
ular) appeared,  preceded  by  modified  symptoms 
of  the  disease. 

My  purpose  in  reporting  this  case  is  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  sulpho-carbolate 
of  sodium— a  remedy  of  which  I  may  have  more  to 
say  hereafter,  in  relation  to  its  value  in  all  cases  of  a 
zymotic  type.—//.  E.  Woodbury,  M.  D.,  in  Amer- 
ican Medical  Bi-  Weekly. 

Dysmenorrhce A— Painful  Menstruation. 

The  common  occurrence  of  dysmenorrhoea,  and 

the  excruciating  torture  often  experienced,  renders 
this  affliction  one  of  prominence  and  interest  to  the 
general  practitioner.  We  must  get  a  clear  concep- 
tion of  the  complaint. 

The  woman  in  perfect  health  is  materially 
changed  during  menstruation.  Besides  greater 
irritability  and  increased  nervousness,  there  are 
often  peculiar  local  troubles,  such  as  fullness  and 
a  sense  of  weight  in  the  pelvis,  slight  dragging  m 
the  back,  and  a  frequent  inchnation  to  urinate. 
These  special  symptoms  are  due  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  uterus  during  the  period.  If  the  men- 
strual congestion  is  unusually  active,  or  if  the 
uterus  is  in  any  other  manner  diseased,  they  may  be 
greatly  aggravated.  When  there  are  neoplasms  of 
the  uterus,  especially  inflammation,  the  difficulties 
increase  ;  when  there  is  perimetritis,  there  will  be 
the  most  severe  pains  in  the  bowels,  abdominal 
swelling,  tenderness,  fever,  etc.  .     ,    ,      , 

Simple  dysmenorrhea  does  not  include  those 
pains  incident  to  congestive  dysmenorrhoea— for, 
in  such  cases,  the  regular  symptoms  of  uterine 
disease  are  intensilied  by  the  menstrual  congestion. 
In  ovjirian  dysmenorrhoea,  the  ovaries  also  enlarge 
during  the  menbtrual  period,  and  occasion  pain, 
esp<-nally  if  pressed  ui)on  or  abnormally  situated, 
as  when  they  1  e  in  a  hernial  sac,  or  deej)  in  Doug- 
glas's  space,  or  if  inriamed.  These  pains  are  su- 
pererogatory. They  are  not  characteristic  of  men- 
st'-uation,  but  peritoneal.  Even  the  severe  pain 
following  rupture  of  the  Graafian  vesicle,  with 
laro-e  hemorrhage,  is  not  dysmenorrhoeal.  Ovula- 
tion has  an  etiological  significance  in  connection 
with  perimetritis,  but  not  with  dysmenorrhoea. 

The  symptoms  of  dysmenorrhoea  proper  are 
very  marked,  and  have  a  character  of  their  own. 
They  are  colicky  pains,  resembhng  labor;  hence 
the  ter  n  "uterine  colic."  Beginning  in  the  back, 
they  extend  to  the  sides  and  thighs,  either  occur- 
ring periodically  or  being  intensified  at  short  inter- 
vals These  pains  may  be,  and  often  are,  so  in- 
tense that  patients  think  they  will  go  mad ;  yet 
the  temperature  remains  normal.  The  pains  dis- 
appear without  structural  change  when  the  cause 
is  removed.  The  pains  usually  appear  before  the 
flow  the  passage  being  obstructed  oy  the  thicken- 
ing of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix,  by 
flexions  of  the  os  internum,  or  by  uterine  tumor. 
So  soon  as  the  uterine  contractions  have  forced  a 
way  through,  the  flood  flows  freely,  and  the  previ- 
ously grievous  pains  subside. 


Diagnosis.— T'ois  is  easily  established  by  keep- 
ing in  mind  that  the  pains  are  caused  by  uterine 
contractions  only  in  cases  of  simple  dysmenorrhoea. 
To  discover  the  efficient  cause  in  individual  cases 
is  often  difficult,  and  requires  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  diseases  of  the  uterus. 

Treatment.— h.  remedy  which  I  have  employed 
with  great  satisfaction  in  dysmenorrhoea  is  vibur- 
num prunifolium  (black  haw),  which  seems  to 
have  special  action  on  the  uterus.  I  have  used  it 
in  six  successive  cases  during  the  past  year,  with 
entire  relief  in  every  case.  1  give  fluid  extract- 
half  a  teaspoonful  every  hour— until  complete  re- 
lief ensues,  which  generally  requires  from  two  to 
six  doses  of  a  reliable  preparation.  I  find  a  great 
disparity  in  the  strength  of  this  extract.  That 
from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  is  good. 

In  order  to  be  more  certain  of  effecting  a  cure  of 
spasmodic  dysmenorrhoea,  I  prescribe:  ^.  Viburni. 
trifoli.  fl.  ext.,  3  iv ;  one  teaspoonful  four  times  a 
day,  beginning  one  week  before  the  commencement 
of  the  menstrual  period.  If  any  pain  is  felt  at  its 
onset,  take  two  teaspoonfuls  at  once.  Repeat  the 
dose  in  two  hours.  If  required,  using  a  large,  hot 
foot-bath,  and  copious  warm  drinks  of  any  tea  or 
herb  preferred,  as  a  relaxant,  if  the  case  is  of  long 
standing.  No  subsequent  attack  need  be  feared, 
providing  the  general  health  is  good  and  the  other 
systematic  functions  are  normally  performed. 

In  former  years  I  usually  employed  zinc  valeri- 
anate, which  generally  gave  satisfaction,  but  not 
such  brilliant  results  as  I  now  witness  from  the  use 
of  vibernum.  If  the  patient  is  suffering  either  from 
hepatic,  renal,  alimentary,  or  other  functional  de- 
rano-ements,  it  is  important  that  such  be  corrected, 
as  preliminary  to  successful  treatment  of  spasmod- 
ic dysmenorrhoea.  It  may  be  mainly  due  to  sym- 
pathetic derangement,  with  other  functions  pri- 
marily disordered.— 5.  H.  Potter,  M.  D.,  in  Medical 
Tribune. 


The    PHY.SIOLOGICAL    AND    THERAPEUTICAL 

Action  of  Thymol.— Dr.  Kiissner  has  taken  as 
much  as  one  gramme  of  thymol  in  the  course  of 
twenty-four    hours   in   the    form    of    pills   of   o.i 
o-ramme  for  a  period  of  four  days  without  observ- 
fng  any  effects   beyond   a   slight  burning  in   the 
epigastrium.     The   respiration,    pulse,    and    body 
temperature  remained  normal,  diuresis  was  not  in- 
creased,  and   the  excretion  of  urea  remained  un- 
altered.    The  pain  and  sensibility  to  pressure  of 
the   epigastrium   remained  for  nearly  a  fortnight 
after  discontinuance   of  the  remedy.     In  a  case  of 
diabetes,  in  which  the  author  administered  one  to 
two  grams,  of  thymol  daily,  the  sugar  in  the  urine 
was  decreased  without  the  appearance  of  any  gen- 
eral symptoms.     Thymol  appears  to  act  usefully 
in    cases  of  catarrh  of    the   bladder,    and   in   the 
diarrhoea  of  children,  when  administered  daily  to 
the  extent  of  three  to  five  drops  of  a  one  per  cent 
solution ;  or  a  teaspoonful  hourly  of  a  solution  ot 
I  in  2000.     It  is  also  of  use   in  cases  of  phthisis 
when  given  by  inhalation  (1:1000)  for  the  purpose 
of  lessening  fever  and  expectoration.     In  the  case 
of  rabbits  and  dogs,  thymol  caused  death  when  in- 
iected  in  the   form   of  an  emulsion    (1:100—200) 
directly  into  the  vascular  system  to  the  extent  ot 
o  I   per  kilogram   of  the  body  weight.     Three  to 
twenty  times  this  lethal  dose  administered  subcu- 
taneously  or  by  the  stomach  caused  only  local  irri- 
tation owing  to  the  defective  absorption,  without 
any  further  results.    After  injection  into  the  abdom- 
inal cavity  of  a  two  to  five  per  cent  emulsion  well 
marked   narcosis   appeared   with   slowing    of    the 
respiration,  death  occurring  from  paralysis  of  the 
respiratory  centers  after  an  interval  of  three  to  hi- 
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teen  minutes,  according  to  the  strength  of  the  dose. 
Aqueous  solutions  of  thymol  injected  into  the 
same  place  were  without  action.  Artificial  respira- 
tion was  often  successful  in  restoring  life,  even  in 
those  later  stages  when  reflex  irritability  had  entirely 
disappeared,  and  when  the  blood-pressure  had 
sunk  to  zero.  The  blood  of  animals  poisoned  with 
thymol  is  dark  and  fluid,  the  blood  corpuscles  re- 
main uninjured,  and  the  number  of  red  corpuscles 
is  not  diminished.  The  author  has  constantly 
found  albumen  and  hyalin  casts,  but  never  haemo- 
globin in  the  urine.  After  successive  injections  of 
0.6  gramme  of  thymol  into  a  dog  weighing  3,800 
grammes,  a  lowering  of  temperature  by  0.9  degree 
C.  was  observed  in  the  course  of  three  hours.  In 
two  puppies  aged  eight  and  ten  days  respectively, 
it  was  ascertained  that  for  every  5cc.  of  a  i  per  cent 
thymol  emulsion  injected  into  the  abdomen,  the 
temperature  in  the  stronger  animal  almost  immedi- 
ately sank  2  degrees  C,  whilst  in  the  weaker  it 
was  lessened  6  degrees  C.  In  both  cases  the  nor- 
mal temperature  was  again  reached  within  two 
hours,  whilst  the  animals  suffered  no  further  injury. 
The  frequency  of  the  pulse  and  the  blood-pressure 
did  not  exhibit  any  constant  changes  at  the  com- 
mencement of  narcosis.  The  blood-pressure 
gradually  sank  to  zero,  and  the  pulse  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  lowering  of  the  blood-pressure  was 
at  first  more  frequent  and  then  slower.  Strychnia 
caused  no  effect  in  animals  poisoned  to  the  deepest 
coma  with  thymol.  Tetanus,  however,  could  be 
induced  during  the  soporific  stage  by  the  injection 
of  thymol  into  the  external  jugular  vein.  The  ori- 
ginal condition  recurred  on  the  disappearance  of 
the  reflex  cramps,  and  death  succeeded  to  a  deep 
coma.  Three  rabbits  which  received  once  or  twice 
daily  an  injection — passed  directly  by  means  of  a 
catheter  into  the  stomach — of  5,  10,  and  later  of 
20CC.  of  a  I  per  cent  emulsion  of  thymol,  and  of 
which  one  lived  for  four  weeks,  became  decidedly 
thinner  in  spite  of  good  food  and  undiminished  ap- 
petite, the  temperature,  pulse,  and  respiration 
remaining  normal.  Examination  showed  that 
there  was  only  a  moderately  anaemic  condition  of 
all  the  organs,  whilst  the  blood  appeared  normal 
both  broadly  and  on  microscopical  investigation. 
The  collection  of  fat  around  the  internal  organs 
described  by  Husemann  as  resulting  from  poison- 
ing by  thymol  is  not  confirmed  by  Kiissner  after 
the  examination  either  of  his  acute  or  chronic  cases 
of  poisoning  by  this  substance. — Habilitations- 
schrift,  Halle,  1878,  and  Cbl.  f.  med.  Whs.,  Nov. 
9,  1878. 


COTO,  COTOIN  AND  Paracotoin. — Some  at- 
tention has  lately  been  paid  to  coto  bark,  which 
has  been  introduced  from  Brazil,  whence  came,  too, 
jaborandi.  Whether  the  later  arrival  will  prove 
more  valuable  than  its  predecessor  it  is  at  present 
impossible  to  say,  but  as  the  diaphoretic  has  be- 
come established  in  favor  we  may  hope  that  the 
properties  of  coto  may  be  found  such  as  they  are 
reputed.  Several  German  physicians  have  experi- 
mented freely  with  the  new  medicine,  and  they 
seem  to  have  shown  that  it  is  of  great  value  in 
diarrhoea,  etc.  It  is  not  known  with  certainty 
what  tree  furnishes  the  bark,  and  we  shall  not 
dwell  upon  the  conjectures  made.  In  commerce 
we  see  it  in  rather  curved,  flattened  pieces,  of  a 
reddish  brown  color,  hot,  bitter,  but  hardly  astrin- 
gent taste,  and  aromatic  odor.  A  tincture  made 
of  one  part  of  the  bark  and  seven  of  proof  spirit 
may  be  used,  and  this  form  has  been  used  byGielt, 
Riecker,  Fronmiiller,  and  others.  It  is  principally 
to  restrain  diarrhoea  and  excessive  sweating  that  the 
drug  at  present  has  been  employed.  In  the  colliqua- 
tive sweats  and  diarrhoeas  of  phthisis  it  is  said  to  be  | 


effectual  in  a  number  of  cases,  and  to  relieve  many 
others.  The  dose  has  been  varied  from  15  minims 
up  to  as  much  as  i  oz. — the  average  being  3  j  to 
3  iss  during  the  day.  The  tincture  may  be  taken 
dropped  on  sugar  or  diluted  with  water.  It  in- 
creases the  appetite  of  the  patients.  In  large 
doses  it  causes  itching  or  burning  in  the  fauces. 

According  to  Wittstein  (Archiv.f.  Pharmacie) 
coto  contains  an  etherial  oil,  a  fluid  alkaloid  with 
a  herring-like  odor,  resembling  that  of  propylamin, 
a  soft  and  a  solid  resin.  According  to  Jobst,  the 
bark  contains  about  1.5  per  cent  of  cotoin,  a  crys- 
tallizable  substance  which  can  be  extracted  by 
ether.  From  water  it  is  extracted  in  small  quadri- 
lateral prisms  of  a  pale  yellow  co'or;  from  alcohol 
in  prisms  of  larger  size.  These  have  a  pungent 
taste  and  neutral  reaction  ;  cotoin  is  slightly  solu- 
ble in  cold,  readily  in  warm  water,  ether  and  alco- 
hol. From  another  specimen  Jobst  extracted  a 
similar  crystallizable  body  in  yellowish,  flattened 
crystals.  In  this  the  peculiar  pungency  of  cotoin 
was  not  observed,  nor  was  its  solubility  so  great. 
Jobst  called  this  "  paracotoin,''  and  remarked  that 
there  was  a  similarity  between  this  b^^rk  ard  the 
cinchona  bark,  where  with  very  little  external  dif- 
ference in  appearance  we  may  extract  quin'ne, 
cinchonidin,  or  cinchonin.  Merk  gives  the  follow- 
ing distinction  between  cotom  and  j'araco'oin 
Cotoin  is  soluble  in  hot  water,  melting  imiiieaiately 
therein  ;  paracotoin,  on  the  contraiy,  is  only  slightly 
soluble,  requiring  long-continued  boiling.  Upon 
the  addition  of  nitric  acid  cotoin  turns  red,  para- 
cotoin green.  Besides,  the  solubility  of  the  two 
differs  widely  in  alcohol  and  ether. 

Dr.  Fronmiiller  has  employed  coto  and  its  pre- 
parations in  nearly  200  cases.  Of  143  cases  he 
has  tabulated  the  results.  The  diseases  from 
which  these  143  patients  suffered  were  :  Pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  62  ;  typhus,  38  ;  catarrhal  diarrhoea,  12  ; 
acute  articular  rheumatism,  8  ;  gastric  catarrh,  6  ; 
pneumonia,  6  ;  uterine  colic,  3  ;  bronchitis,  2  ;  oedema 
of  feet,  2 ;  rheuma,  i  ;  anorexia,  i  ;  diphtheria,  i ;  al- 
buminuria I .  In  93  of  these  cases  there  were  severe 
colliquative  diarrhoea,  and  in  91  profuse  sweating, 
also  colliquative ;  both  these  complications  very 
frequently  co-existed. 

In  the  treatment  of  diarrhoea  coto  was  used  in 
92  cases,  in  85  of  which  it  was  administered  in  the 
form  of  tincture.  These  diarrhoeas  were  princi- 
pally of  a  colliquative  nature,  the  result  of  typhus 
and  tuberculosis.  A  cure  was  effected  in  50  of  * 
these  ;  the  diarrhoea  was  partially  controlled  in  26, 
and  in  9  cases  no  result  was  obtained. 

Having  observed  in  a  case  of  phthisis  that  it  re- 
strained the  colliquative  sweat  as  well  as  the 
diarrhoea  for  which  it  had  been  ordered,  Fronmiil- 
ler employed  it  in  similar  cases  with  excellent  results. 
Altogether  he  ordered  the  tincture  in  91  such 
cases,  with  34  perfect  and  36  partial  cures,  while 
21  cases  seemed  uninfluenced  by  it.  The  good 
effect,  which  seemed  to  depend  upon  increased 
tonicity  of  the  superficial  vessels,  usually  lasted 
but  one  night,  though  sometimes  longer.  Digestion 
was  not  impaired  ;  the  appetite  was  indeed  so  often 
increased  that  he  frequently  administered  it  through- 
out the  morning  hours  as  a  stomachic  in  anorexia. 
For  its  full  effect  he  here  found  it  necessary  to 
give'  100-200  drops  daily;  for  night  sweats  he 
advised  the  same  quantity  toward  evening. 

Cotoin  and  paracotoin  were  given  in  all  18  times 
in  various  forms  of  diarrhoea;  9  of  these  resulted 
in  perfect  and  6  in  partial  cures,  whilst  in  3  cases 
no  effect  was  produced.  In  night-sweats  these 
two  agents  were  also  given  18  times  ;  8  were 
stopped,  9  partially  controlled,  and  i  was  not 
affected.  A  peculiarity  observed  by  Fronmiiller 
in  the  urine  after  the  administration  of  cotoin  was 
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that  if  treated  within  six  hours  after  its  passage 
with  nitric  acid,  a  distinctly  red  color  was  pro- 
duced. If  allowed  to  stand  a  few  hours  longer, 
the  phenomenon  will  not  be  manifested. 

Professor  Baelz  has  tried  paracotoin  in  cholera. 
In  1877,  at  Yokohama,  he  treated  five  Europeans 
who  were  attacked,  by  subcutaneous  injections  of 
the  alkaloid — 0.2  grammes.  One  of  the  patients 
who  was  cyanosed,  with  cold  extremities,  constant 
vomiting  and  rice  water  stools,  was  cured  by  three 
doses.  Another,  a  pregnant  woman,  continued  to 
vomit  for  two  days  after  complete  arrest  of  the 
diarrhoea.  The  other  cases  were  not  so  serious. 
One  of  them  had  to  take  castor-oil  a  couple  of 
days  later  to  relieve  the  constipation  caused  by  the 
paracotoin  !  This  is  rather  a  strange  statement, 
but  will  probably  not  terrify  people  into  refusing 
to  pursue  a  trial  of  the  drug.  At  present  coto 
bark  is  expensive,  and  of  course  the  alkaloids  are 
still  more  costly.  With  new  supplies  the  price  of 
the  bark  must  fall,  and  then  the  tincture  at  least 
may  be  more  widely  tried. —  The  Doctor,  October, 
1878. 


The  Treatment  of  Baldness. — In  the  At- 
lanta Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Dr.  George 
H.  Rohe  writes  on  this  widely  interesting  subject. 

Having  been  himself  a  sufferer  from  seborrhoea 
and  consequent  alopecia  for  six  or  seven  years,  the 
writer  has,  as  may  be  supposed,  tried  a  great  many 
remedies  with  a  view  to  its  alleviation  and  cure.  Ar- 
senic internally,  stimulating  washes  or  oily  applica- 
tions, containing  in  the  one  case  corrosive  subli- 
mate, in  the  other  quinine,  or  tannin,  in  still  an- 
other some  of  the  stimulating  oils,  were  used  with 
no  appreciable  effect  either  on  the  formation  of 
scales  or  the  depilation.  Finally,  about  two  years 
ago,  an  item  went  the  rounds  of  the  medical  jour- 
nals to  the  effect  that  a  French  physician,  whose 
name  has  escaped  me,  had  found  that  the  local  use 
of  a  live  per  cent  solution  of  chloral  hydrate  was 
a  sovereign  remedy  for  the  trouble  under  consider- 
ation. Rejoiced  that  at  last  I  could  appropriately 
shout  "Eureka!"  I  began  to  use  the  chloral  wash 
assiduously  for  about  three  months,  following  the 
directions  given  as  accurately  as  possible.  At  the 
end  of  the  three  months  the  production  of  scales 
was  more  rapid  and  the  fall  of  hair  greater  than 
ever.  Disgusted  with  the  failure  of  all  the  thera- 
peutic measures  which  had  been  so  highly  lauded, 
I  almost  decided  to  let  the  affection  take  its  own 
course,  and  run  the  risk  of  a  shiny  bald  pate  at  thirty. 
About  that  time  the  second  volume  of  Hebra's 
classical  treatise  on  diseases  of  the  skin  came  to 
hand,  and  one  of  the  first  things  I  read  was  Kaposi's 
thorough  article  on  alopecia.  Impressed  with  the 
reasonableness  of  the  views  put  forth  by  Kaposi,  I 
determined  to  give  his  plan  of  treatment  a  trial, 
with  the  result  of  checking  the  fall  of  hair  and 
diminishing  the  production  of  scales  in  a  reason- 
ably short  space  of  time.  I  have  since  then  recom- 
mended the  plan  in  a  considerable  number  of  in- 
stances, and  when  it  has  been  faithfully  carried 
out  with  uniform  success. 

The  success  of  the  method  depends  upon  the 
use  of  an  agent  which,  while  mildly  stimulant,  re- 
moves the  scales  and  thoroughly  cleanses  the 
scalp.  This  agent  is  the  German  or  French  soft 
soap  (green  soap,  schmierseife,  savon  vert),  in  al- 
coholic solution.  This  soap  is  now  imported  in 
large  quantities  and  prescribed  daily  by  the  der- 
matologists of  Boston,  New  York,  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  and  other  cities.  The  soap,  contain- 
ing an  excess  of  alkali,  saponifies  the  fatty  matter  of 
the  sebaceous  secretion,  and  it  is  thus  easily  re- 
moved. The  alcohol  greatly  assists  this  action, 
and    seems   also  to  have  an   alterative  action— if 


such  an  indefinite  term  is  excusable — on  the  glands. 
The  two  may  be  combined  as  follows  : 

5.     Saponis  viridis  (Germ.),  Jij. 
Alcoholis,  5  ij. 
Solve,  filtra,  et  adde  ol.  lavandulae  from  20  to  30  drops. 

The  oil  of  lavender  is  added  to  cover  the  disa- 
greeable fishy  odor  of  the  soap.  The  above  makes 
a  very  handsome  orange  or  wine  colored  prepara- 
tion, with  a  pleasant  odor,  to  which  the  most  fas- 
tidious will  hardly  object. 

This  is  used  as  a  shampoo  every  morning  or 
evening,  pouring  one  or  two  tablespoonfuls  on  the 
head.  Upon  the  addition  of  water,  and  smart 
friction  with  the  fingers,  a  copious  lather  is  soon 
produced.  After  keeping  up  the  shampooing  pro- 
cess for  four  or  five  minutes,  all  the  soap  must  be 
washed  out  of  the  hair  by  the  free  use  of  warm 
or  cold  water,  and  the  hair  thoroughly  dried  by 
means  of  a  gentle  friction  with  a  soft  towel.  The 
immediate  effect  experienced  is  a  disagreeable 
feeling  of  tension  of  the  scalp,  as  if  it  were 
stretched  too  tightly  over  the  skull.  To  obviate 
this  effect,  and  to  keep  the  scalp  from  getting  too 
dry,  and  thus,  perhaps,  set  up  a  true  pityriasis,  it  is 
necessary  to  follow  up  the  shampooing  with  some 
fatty  application,  which  may  contain  some  mild 
stimulant,  thus  :  Castor  oil,  one  part,  to  alcohol, 
three  or  four  parts,  with  a  little  oil  of  rosemary  or 
cinnamon;  or  the  elegant  pomades  and  oils  of 
Bazin  and  other  manufacturers  may  be  used.  But 
the  best,  as  well  as  the  neatest  preparation  that  I 
have  employed  for  this  purpose,  is  the  hydro-car- 
bon known  in  commerce  as  cosmoline.  This  is  a 
product  obtained  from  petroleum.  It  is  entirely 
bland  and  unirritating ;  never  turns  rancid,  and  is 
comparatively  cheap.  It  may  be  obtained  in  the 
fluid  form  or  as  a  soft  solid. 

This  procedure,  shampooing,  drying  Ihe  hair  and 
applying  the  greasy  preparation,  must  be  repeated 
daily  for  three  or  four  weeks.  In  the  course  of 
that  time  it  will  be  discovered  that  the  production 
of  scales  and  the  falling  of  the  hair  has  been  very 
markedly  decreased.  It  will  then  suffice  to  repeat 
it  two  or  three  times  a  week  for  a  month  or  two 
longer,  after  which  a  good  shampoo  once  a  week 
will  usually  succeed  in  maintaining  a  permanent 
cure. 

Most  patients  will  be  alarmed  after  using  this 
method  at  first,  because  the  hair  comes  out  in 
greater  quantity  than  before.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  a  large  number  of  hairs  are  dead  and 
only  retaine'd  in  their  follicles  by  the  plugging  of 
the  sheath  with  the  accumulated  sebaceous  matter. 
The  patient  should,  therefore,  always  be  prepared 
for  this  result,  and  the  cause  of  the  increased  fall- 
ing of  the  hair  is  explained  to  him. 

It  is  not  necessary,  though  more  convenient,  to 
cut  the  hair  short  during  the  treatment. 

When  the  alopecia  has  lasted  so  long  that  the 
hair  bulbs  have  become  atrophied,  nothing  will  re- 
store the  hair  on  those  spots.  Our  endeavors  must 
be  directed  to  saving  what  remains.  A  prognosis 
favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  hair  must,  there- 
fore, be  given  with  caution. —  The  Medical  Brief. 


Constipation. — Constipation  is  so  common 
that  the  subject  has  a  really  preponderating  im- 
portance with  general  practitioners.  Researches 
have  shown  that  as  a  rule  the  characteristic  want 
of  action  is  not  the  fault  of  the  rectum.  In  a 
large  number  of  cases  examined,  the  intestine  was 
found  empty.  In  fact  the  presence  of  fasces  in  the 
rectum  stimulates  to  evacuation.  It  calls  the  atten- 
tion ordinarily  to  the  necessity  of  defecation,  often 
rendering  it  imperative.  The  liver,  colon  and 
caecum  are  totally  deficient  in  tone  or  action. 
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Etiology  :  The  immediate  causes  of  this  com- 
plaint are  the  following  :  i .  Mechanical  obstruc- 
tion interfering  with  the  passage  of  the  faeces  in 
some  part  of  the  alimentary  canal.  2.  Deficient 
peristaltic  action,  generally  due  to  impaired  excit- 
ability of  the  nerves,  especially  of  the  colon.  3.  De- 
ficiency of  secretion,  particularly  of  the  bile  and 
intestinal  fluid ;  or  else  excessive  absorption. 
Hence  the  fseces  are  too  solid,  while  the  peristaltic 
action  is  insufficient.  Habitual  neglect  of  the  act 
of  defecation,  astringent  articles  of  diet,  the  use  of 
opium,  excess  in  smoking,  sedentary  and  enervat- 
ing habits,  anaemia,  dyspepsia,  uterine  and  ovarian 
derangements,  most  acute  febrile  diseases  as  well 
as  debility  and  various  chronic  affections,  may 
induce  any  of  these  conditions.  The  presence  of 
lead  in  the  system  should  also  be  enumerated  in 
this  category. 

Some  persons,  especially  individuals  of  a  slow, 
lethargic  temperament,  are  predisposed  to  this 
complaint.  Females  are  more  commonly  affected, 
owing  doubtless  to  carelessness  induced  by  want 
of  time,  or  undue  modesty.  It  is  more  liable  to 
occur  as  age  advances,  although  very  frequent  in 
young  women,  especially  in  connection  with 
hysteria. 

In  constipation  the  stools  are  not  passed  often 
enough,  and  are  generally  deficient  in  quantity  and 
too  solid  in  consistency.  It  is  frequently  a  mere 
temporary  derangement ;  but  in  many  instances  it 
is  the  habitual  condition.  Many  will  declare  posi- 
tively that  their  bowels  are  regular,  simply  because 
they  go  to  stool  every  day,  when  in  reality  they 
suffer  from  habitual  constipation,  only  passing 
small  amounts,  in  an  indurated  state.  Hence  close 
inquiry  should  always  be  made. 

The  degree  of  constipation  varies  greatly.  It  is 
common  with  many  females,  that  the  bowels  are 
only  moved  once  or  twice  a  week.  Sometimes  the 
intervals  are  even  longer,  and  in  exceptional  cases, 
most  extraordinary.  Hence  fseces  may  accumulate 
in  the  intestines,  distending  them  enormously. 
When  evacuated  they  are  firm,  often  extremely 
hard,  dry,  in  scybalous  lumps  or  large  masses,  fre- 
quently pale  and  unusually  fetid.  Hard  excrement 
often  causes  irritation,  and  produces  a  kind  of  diar- 
rhoea, attended  with  the  discharge  of  mucus  or  pus. 
We  may  thus  be  misled  as  to  the  actual  conditions, 
for  the  faeces  are  retained.  The  passage  of  indu- 
rated fasces  may  cause  a  great  deal  of  pain  about 
the  anus,  with  straining,  and  sometimes  discharge 
of  blood.  Excrement  is  hable  to  undergo  decom- 
position, when  retained,  thus  causing  flatulence 
with  pain.  The  secretions  are  insufficient,  as  also 
the  motor  action  of  the  bowels,  causing  dyspepsia, 
usually  of  an  atonic  kind.  Accumulated  faeces 
often  cause  complete  obstruction  or  ulceration  and 
perforation.  They  can  commonly  be  detected  by  ex- 
amination of  the  abdomen,  which  may  simulate 
various  other  abdominal  enlargements.  As  a  rule 
these  correspond  in  position  and  shape  to  the  cae- 
cum, or  some  part  of  the  colon.  They  often  have 
a  doughy  feel,  yielding  to  pressure,  by  which  they 
are  sometimes  much  altered.  Percussion  general- 
ly gives  a  combination  of  dullness  and  tympanitic 
sound.  In  some  cases,  however,  these  accumula- 
tions produce  extensive,  irregular,  solid  enlarge- 
ments, somewhat  resembling  cancer.  Therefore 
the  possibility  of  any  doubtful  tumor  being  due  to 
faeces  should  always  be  borne  in  mind,  and  before 
a  positive  opinion  is  given  the  effects  of  aperients 
and  enemata  observed. 

The  effect  of  habitual  constipation  upon  the 
general  system  are  frequently  very  marked.  It 
produces  a  state  of  nervous  depression,  and  by 
interfering  with  digestion  and  nutrition,  may  cause 
much  anaemia,  and  wasting. 


Treatment :  It  is  important  to  impress  upon 
patients  the  necessity  of  going  to  stool  daily  at  the 
same  hour,  and  having  a  proper  evacuatio?t.  If 
this  is  neglected  for  a  long  period,  it  becomes  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  restore  the  bowels  to  normal 
activity.  Change  in  diet  may  assist  in  removing 
constipation.  Astringent  articles  of  food  should 
be  avoided.  Bran  bread,  oatmeal  cakes,  or  por- 
ridge, certainly  prove  efficacious  in  not  a  few  cases, 
and  figs  or  acid  fruits  are  also  useful.  Any  injur- 
ious habits,  which  tend  to  confine  the  bowels,  must 
be  avoided,  and  a  proper  amount  of  exercise  taken. 
Cold  bathing  with  douching  of  the  abdomen  is 
often  beneficial ;  and  in  women  with  relaxed  abdo- 
minal muscles,  the  wearing  of  a  broad  bandage 
firmly  drawn  round  the  body,  is  very  serviceable. 
The  inactivity  of  the  bowels  may  be  due  to  a 
general  want  of  tone,  hence  tonics  are  us^ul.  The 
best  are  the  non-astringent  preparations  of  iron, 
mineral  acids  with  bitter  infusions  or  tinctures, 
strychnia,  and  extract  or  tincture  of  nux-vomica. 
If  there  be  lead  in  the  system  causing  the  consti- 
pation, iodide  of  potassium  is  the  remedy.  Various 
aperients  have  to  be  employed,  but  it  is  desirable 
to  avoid  taking  these,  if  possible,  especially  those 
of  the  stronger  kind.  As  soon  as  the  desired  effect 
has  been  produced,  and  the  bowels  have  been 
properly  evacuated,  purgatives  should  be  stopped, 
and  the  patient  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
trying  to  keep  up  a  regular  action  by  attention  to 
the  matters  already  named.  Among  the  most 
efficacious  aperients,  in  these  cases,  are  confection 
of  senna  or  sulphur,  taken  early  in  the  morning  ; 
compound  rhulaarb  or  extract  of  butternut  pill ; 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  in  3  ss  to  3  j  doses  three 
times  a  day,  which  is  often  beneficially  combined 
with  sulphate  of  iron  ;  sulphate  of  potaSsa,  particu- 
larly recommended  for  children  ;  aloes,  in  the  form 
of  extract,  pill  or  decoction,  especially  valuable  if 
the  colon  is  torpid ;  an  extract  of  belladonna  in 
doses  of  ^  to  X  gi"-  once  a  day.  The  last 
mentioned  has  deservedly  come  into  high  repute, 
and  has  been  particularly  recommended  by  Trous- 
seau. A  combination  of  this  remedy  with  extract 
of  nux  vomica  is  very  serviceable  in  some  cases. 
Not  uncommonly  it  becomes  necessary  to  use 
stronger  purgatives  from  time  to  time,  such  as  ex- 
tract of  colocynth,  podophyllin,  jalap,  or  gamboge. 
If  the  bile  appears  to  be  deficient,  podophylln  is 
valuable.  Some,  however,  recommend  inspissated 
ox  gall.  Some  of  these  remedies  may  be  given 
with  advantage  in  different  combinations,  made  up 
into  pills  with  extract  of  gentian  or  extract  of 
hyoscyamus.  It  seems  best  to  administer  these 
just  before  or  during  a  meal.  Various  aperient 
mineral  waters  are  often  serviceable. 

Rhamnus  purshiana  or  cascara  sagrada,  recent- 
ly brought  to  the  notice  of  the  profession,  by  our 
indefatigable  friend  of  eclecticism.  Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy, 
of  Oakland,  California,  is  the  best  remedy  for  con- 
stipation I  have  yet  employed.  I  have  used  it 
recently  in  several  cases  of  obstinate  chronic  con- 
stipation, with  results  astonishing  and  brilliant ; 
and  I  commend  it  to  others.  A  favorite  formula 
with  me  is  : 

]J.        FI.  ext.  cascara  sagrada,  Jj. 
Simple  syrup, 
Water,  aa.  |  iss. 

Dose.  One  teaspoonful  after  each  meal  and  at 
bed  time,  or  as  required  to  regulate  the  bowels  in 
individual  cases. 

The  employment  of  simple  enemata  in  cases  of 
habitual  constipation  is  not  practiced  to  the  extent 
which  it  merits ;  an  injection  of  water,  soap  and 
water,  or  a  solution  of  salt,  in  the  morning,  will 
often    prove    very    useful.     If   necessary  a  little 
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castor  oil  may  be  added.  The  use  of  a  suppository 
of  soap  is  a  popular  remedy  in  some  parts, 
especially  in  the  case  of  children.  It  has  also  been 
recommended  to  galvanize  the  abdominal  walls. 
Impacted  rection. — Occasionally,  as  the  result 
of  long-continued  accumulation,  the  rectum  be- 
comes greatly  distended  with  solid  and  dry  excre- 
ment, which  has  to  be  mechanically  scooped  out. 
Enemata  of  warm  water  and  glycerine  may  be 
used  to  aid  in  softening  and  breaking  the  faeces 
down.  Then  great  care  is  required  to  prevent  a 
relapse,  and  restore  proper  action  and  tone.  A 
young  man  in  this  city,  known  to  the  writer,  has 
had  no  fecal  evacuation  for  ten  years  unaided  by 
a  scoop  used  for  that  purpose.  If  long  neglected 
the  accumulation  of  hardened  faeces  is  enormous, 
and  their  removal  is  an  odious  and  embarrassing 
task  foEi^he  attendant. — S.  H.  Potter,  M.  D.,  in 
Medical  Tribune. 


Clinical  Lecture  on  Acute  Bright's  Dis- 
ease Cured  by  Jaborandi. — A.  W.,  ast.  55,  sin- 
gle. Admitted  on  March  20th.  Has  never  suf- 
fered from  rheumatism,  and  has  never  had  any 
specific  disease.  Has  always  been  regular  in  her 
courses.  The  patient  states  most  positively,  that 
she  has  been  perfectly  well  all  winter,  and  that  her 
illness  only  began  one  week  prior  to  her  admission. 
She  then  noticed  that  being  exposed  to  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  weather,  her  feet  and  then  her  face  be- 
gan to  swell.  Finally,  a  general  anasarca  came  on. 
She  had,  at  the  same  time,  some  loss  of  appetite, 
with  gastric  pain  and  cough.  When  she  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  hospital,  her  whole  body  was  greatly 
swollen,  and  she  was  somewhat  feverish  ;  the  tem- 
perature in  the  mouth  being  99".  The  heart  was 
beating  feebly,  or  rather  the  sounds  of  the  heart 
were  feeble.  She  complained  of  pain  and  weight 
in  the  pit  of  her  stomach,  and  of  considerable 
dyspnoea.  She  passed  but  little  urine.  There  was 
no  heart  murmur  to  be  heard,  although  we  made  a 
very  careful  examination  of  that  organ.  The  tongue 
was  clear,  and  the  digestive  disturbances  not  much 
marked. 

What  was  the  cause  of  the  dropsy  }  A  clue  was 
at  once  afforded  us  by  an  examination  of  the  urine, 
which  was  found  to  contain  an  enormous  amount 
of  albumen  ;  the  albumen,  when  precipitated,  fill- 
ing at  least  one-third  of  the  test  tube.  The  micro- 
scope taught  us  that  the  urine  also  contained  blood 
corpuscles,  epithelial  and  hyaline  casts  and  a  few 
oil  drops.  Most  of  the  casts  were,  however,  epi- 
thehal. 

I  at  once  diagnosticated  the  case  as  one  of  acute 
Bright's  disease — Bright's  disease  complicating 
acute  renal  dropsy.  All  this  was  self-evident. 
Only  one  doubtful  point  remained  to  be  cleared  up. 
Was,  or  was  there  not,  prior  organic  disease  of  the 
kidneys  ?  This  was  at  first  hard  to  determine  off- 
hand. We  had  to  wait  until  the  acute  attack  had 
passed  away  under  the  proper  treatment.  The 
presence  of  casts  and  blood  corpuscles  in  the  urine 
seemed  to  answer  the  question  in  the  affirmative  at 
that  time. 

To-day  we  have  the  best  of  reasons  for  conclud- 
ing that  no  disease  of  the  kidneys  pre-existed.  The 
case  has  ended  in  perfect  recovery.  The  abnormal 
constituents  of  the  urine  have  almost  entirely  dis- 
appeared. This  case  has  been  an  extraordinary 
one,  on  account  of  the  patient's  very  rapid  recovery. 

And  now  you  will,  of  course,  want  to  know  what 
our  treatment  has  been — how  we  have  brought  it 
about  that  in  the  course  of  two  weeks  after  her 
admission  the  patient  is  entirely  recovered.     The 


general  dropsy,  albumen  in  her  urine,  and  dyspnoea 
all  gone  together.  I  ascribe  all  my  success  in  the 
treatment  of  this  case  to  the  free  use  of  jaborandi. 
Five  days  after  the  jaborandi  treatment  was  begun, 
the  whole  face  of  the  case  was  changed.  The 
dose  I  ordered  was  one  drachm  of  the  fluid  extract 
of  jaborandi  thrice  daily.  This  dose  produced  ex- 
cessive diuresis  and  diaphoresis.  I  am  convinced 
that  in  jaborandi  we  possess  a  most  valuable  agent 
for  combating  the  dropsical  complications  of 
Bright's  disease.  It  should  be  given  either  in  the 
form  of  the  infusion,  or  the  fluid  extract.  In  cases 
where  uraemic  poisoning  is  a  factor,  and  where  the 
drug  is  consequently  not  well  borne  by  the  stomach, 
I  have  administered  jaborandi  by  injecting  it  into 
the  bowel.  Though  the  effects  of  the  drug  when 
injected  were  not  so  striking  as  in  the  present  case, 
I  yet  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  given  by 
the  bowel  as  well  as  by  the  mouth.  I  have  also 
tried  the  drug  hypodermically,  but  I  prefer  not  to 
speak  positively  at  present  of  its  effects  when  so 
used.  In  one  instance  I  will  say  that  it  did  pro- 
duce considerable  irritation  of  the  skin. 

How  are  we  treating  this  woman,  now  that  the 
dropsy  is  all  gone  ?  She  is  taking  dialyzed  iron 
internally  and  hypodermically.  This  treatment  is 
improving  vastly  her  general  health  and  nutrition. 

The  origin  of  the  disease  in  the  present  case  is  a 
very  common  one.  It  was  brought  on  by  cold 
and  exposure.  In  children,  acute  Bright's  disease 
generally  follows  scarlet  fever.  In  adults  it  usually 
comes  on  immediately  after  exposure  to  dampness 
and  vicissitudes  of  weather — J.  M.  DaCosta, 
M.D. 


The  Monobromide  of  Camphor  as  a  Hyp- 
notic.— Frankhauser  recommends  the  monobro- 
mide of  camphor  as  a  hypnotic  in  cases  in  which 
the  narcotics  proper  are  not  borne,  or  in  which 
they  have  lost  their  efficacy  from  long  use.  The 
doses  required  to  produce  sleep  (he  gives  generally 
2  to  2\  grains  in  powder)  are  entirely  harmless  ; 
unpleasant  effects — such  as  a  feeling  of  fullness  in 
the  head,  nausea,  excitement — occur  but  rarely, 
and  even  then  are  only  transitor}^  In  most  cases 
the  drug  is  well  borne,  even  though  gastric  ca- 
tarrh, cardialgia,  etc.,  exist.  The  hypnotic  effect 
follows  rapidly,  as  a  rule  ;  and  in  many  cases,  even 
when  the  drug  has  been  used  repeatedly,  lasts  for 
a  considerable  time.  In  other  cases  it  passes  off  in 
a  relatively  short  period.  In  some  cases  these 
small  doses  refused  to  produce  sleep,  but  it  is 
probable  that  larger  doses  would  have  been  more 
successful.  Three  and  three-quarter  grains,  and 
even  more,  have  been  given  without  injury. — 
Deutsche  Medical  Woch. 


Paraguay  Tea. — Dr.  Couty  gives  in  the  Ga- 
zette des  Hopitaux,  an  account  of  several  experi- 
ments which  were  made  on  the  physiological  effect 
of  mate,  or  Paraguay  tea.  If  taken  as  an  infu- 
sion, it  produces  violent  irritation  of  the  digestive 
canal,  manifested  by  tenesmus  and  diarrhoea ;  it 
also  causes  frequent  and  abundant  micturition ; 
it  often  produces  slight  erection  of  the  penis ;  and 
it  accelerates  the  movement  of  the  heart  very 
considerably,  if  the  tea  has  been  strong  enough. 
There  is,  however,  no  vomiting,  no  change  in  the 
pupil,  no  alteration  in  the  respiration  ;  nothing 
whatever  which  could  prove  a  direct  action  of 
the  mate  on  the  brain  or  spinal  cord.  Dr.  Couty, 
therefore,  concludes  that  mate  acts  on  the  sym- 
pathetic system,  and  on  all  the  internal  organs 
which  are  supplied  by  it. — British  Med.  Journal. 
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Editor's  Notes. 

Michigan  Medical  News.— The  success  of 
this  journal  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of 
American  medical  publications.  We  congratulate 
its  editor  and  proprietor,  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron,  on  his 
-keen  appreciation  of  the  wants  of  the  working 
physician.  He  has  struck  a  lead  which  has  never 
before  been  touched,  and  is,  in  more  than  the  con- 
ventional significance  of  the  hackneyed  phrase, 
filling  "  a  long  felt  want."  The  size  of  the  journal, 
12  double  column  royal  octavo  pages,  does  not 
give  a  proper  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  expended 
on  it.  The  matter  is  practically  all  original,  con- 
sisting of  editorials,  miscellany,  paragraphs,  origi- 
nal communications,  formulas  and  selections.  The 
latter  are  all  re-written  and  condensed  from  the 
current  periodical  literature,  and  give  in  the  small- 
est possible  space  the  cream  of  everything  new 
that  is  being  introduced.  The  price  of  the  journal, 
$1.00  per  year,  is  so  low  as  to  cause  us  to  wonder 
how  so  much  can  be  given  for  so  little.  Volume 
I,  which  we  have  had  bound,  is  the  cheapest  book 
on  the  shelves  of  our  library.  All  that  is  neces- 
sary to  send  up  the  circulation  of  the  News  far  in 
advance  of  that  of  any  other  medical  journal  pub- 
lished, is  for  the  profession  to  know  what  the 
journal  really  is.  It  is  concise,  spicy,  newsy  and 
first  class.  Send  two  3  cent  stamps  to  Dr.  J.  J. 
Mulheron,  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  he  will  send  you  a 
specimen  copy. 


Business  Chances  ! — Under  this  head  we  will 
be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  from  three  to  five  lines 
from  any  physician  or  druggist  who  wishes  to  dis- 
pose of  his  property.  These  brief  notices  should 
state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value,  rea- 
sons for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  offer  enables 
physicians  and  druggists  wishing  to  change  their 
location  to  bring  the  matter  free  of  expense  to  the 
notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to  purchase. 
The  circulation  of  New  PREPARATIONS  is  al- 
ready very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes 
to  every  State  and  Territory  in  this  country. 

Whitfield's  Capsule  Filler. — We  learn 
that  this  ingenious  little  instrument  is  attracting 
much  attention  among  pharmacists.  Capsules  are 
now  used  by  all  progressive  physicians  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  nauseous  drugs,  and  a  machine 
which  will  rapidly  and  neatly  fill  them  is  almost  a 
necessity  in  well  ordered  drug  stores. 

We  noticed  recently  commendatory  editorial  ar- 
ticles on  these  fillers  in  two  of  the  leading  phar- 
maceutical journals  of  the  country — Ne%v  Reme- 
dies, of  New  York,  and  The  Pharmacist,  of 
Chicago — and  a  large  sale  is  already  guaranteed  to 
the  fortunate  inventor. 

Notwithstanding  the  unexpected  demand  for 
them,  we  are  assured  that  orders  through  the  trade 
will  be  promptly  filled. 

See  advertisement  on  page  i. 


Publisher's  Notes. 


Subscriptions. 

Subscription  Price  for  1879,  one  dollar. 

The  Index  for  1878  is  now  ready,  and  every  sub- 
scriber for  1878  is  entitled  to  it. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  New  Preparations 
(monthly)  and  MICHIGAN  Medical  News  (semi- 
monthly) for  otie  year  to  any  address. 

Back  Numbers  (1877-78),  each  10  cents.  Back 
numbers,  bound — Vols.  I  and  II — each  vol. — paper 
40  cents;  board  75  cents. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  continue  with  us,  and 
hope  they  will  send  their  remittances  of  one  dollar 
each  in  to  us  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
our  mail  list  can  be  got  in  readiness  for  the  next 
issue. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.  When 
possible  inclose  your  printed  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

Send  at  once  for  our  Prospectus,  if  you  have  not 
already  seen  it.  It  gives  special  rates  for  all  the 
leading  medical  journals  in  the  United  States,  in 
connection  with  New  Preparations.  It  also 
contains  our  list  of  Premiums. 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charges,  if  both  publications 
are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  pubhcations  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
and  Henry  C.  Lea,  we  must  hereafter  charge  their 
list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional  for  New  Pre- 
parations, as  they  no  longer  make  the  usual  trade 
discounts  to  any  publishers.  To  save  you  the  an- 
noyance of  making  two  remittances  we  will,  how- 


ever, be  responsible  for  your  payment  reaching 
them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance  for  New 
Preparations. 

A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 
a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $i-Oofor  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  or  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cantiot  claim  both  the  premium  and 
the  advatttages  of  our  clubbitig  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  want  more  agents.  Good  smart  men,  phy- 
sicians with  little  practice,  drug  clerks,  or  any  per- 
sons brought  into  direct  contact  with  physicians, 
can  do  well  by  canvassing  for  us.  The  work  is 
easy,  honorable,  requires  no  capital,  and  pays  well. 

We  furnish  sample  copies  gratis.  Write  at 
once,  stating  your  quahfications  for  canvassing, 
and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  correspond  with  you. 

Agents  now  working  for  us  are  very  successful 
thus  far. 

If  you  have  an  unusually  interesting  case  to  offer, 
write  its  history  in  detail  for  the  Original  Depart- 
ment, to  the  extent  of,  say,  two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 
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Correspondence. 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 
ent inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  complamt  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to  make  concerning 
the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please  to  send  to  us  ;  if 


we  cannot  readily  answer  it  ourselves,  we  will  give 
it  publication.  Some  one  out  of  our  many  thousand 
readers  will  undoubtedly  be  able  to  give  you  the 
information  you  wish. 

We  shall  continue  the  reports  of  practitioners 
upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  notice  next 
year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 


Miscellaneous  Business  Notices. 


Distilled  Extract  Witch  Hazel. 

For  sale  in  bulk  per  gallon,  or  in  pound  bottles. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Gurjun  Balsam. 

The  new  substitute  for  copaiba,   in  gonorrhoea, 
for  sale  in  quantities  as  desired,  by 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


For  Sale. 

.  Drug  store  doing  a  paying  business.  Stock 
small  and  clean  ;  fixtures  nearly  new.  For  par- 
ticulars address 

"Pharmacist,"  P.  O.  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


A  Fine  Chance  for  Investment. 

A  drug  store  in  one  of  the  best  business  loca- 
tions in  the  city  of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale. 
The  proprietor  is  compelled  by  urgent  personal 
reasons  to  close  up  his  business  within  a  brief 
period,  and  will  offer  stock,  fixtures  and  good  will 
at  very  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be 
given. 

Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargain 
in  a  cash  purchase. 

The  store  is  well  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 

Address  "Druggist,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Michigan  Medical  News. 

Pubhshed  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron.  Send 
three-cent  postage  stamp  for  specimen  copy. 

Cascara  Sagrada  (Rhamnus  Purshiana). 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  maltose,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia 
and  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy.     Specify  "P.,  D.  &  Co's." 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Ohio. 


For  Sale. — Drug  Store 

In  a  town  of  8,000  inhabitants  in  central 
Good  location.  Stock,  $5,000;  sales  from  $8,000 
to  $9,000  per  year.  Will  sell  at  invoice,  and  then 
deduct  $500 — or  lump  and  sell  at  a  bargain.  Good 
reasons  for  selling.     Address  X,  box  641,  Detroit. 


Physician — Location. 

Good  location  in  a  town  of  8,000  in  central 
Michigan.  A  good  physician  from  the  age  of  35 
to  45  years,  well  skilled  in  surgery,  and  of  good 
habits,  can  soon  establish  a  paying  practice.  Full 
particulars  by  addressing  (with  stamp)  G,  box  641, 
Detroit. 


Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.  Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 


Pepsine  and  Pancreatine. 

These  articles  from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  will  recommend  themselves  for  uni- 
formity and  general  therapeutical  efficacy. 


Boldo. 

The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhoea  and  rheumatism.  See  advertising 
page  V.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co, 


Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  tinnitus 
aurium.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  made  many  improve- 
ments in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals.  Their  list 
comprises  all  standard  formulas,  as  well  as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s "  on 
their  prescriptions. 


Pink  Granules. 

These  granules  are  intended  to  supply  the  need 
of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require  minute  doses, 
or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  complaints 
of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regular  line  of 
pills,  a  coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify 
"  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co, 


In  Stock. 

A  large  supply  of  genuine  fresh 
Cascara  Sagrada,  Gurjun  Balsam, 

Penthorum  Sedoides, 
Gentiana  Quinqueflora, 
Berberis  Aquifolium, 
Yerba  Reuma, 


Folia  Carobae, 
Bael  Fruit, 
Boldo  Leaves, 
Jaborandi, 


Grindelia  Robusta. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 
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Earth-Wax   and  Paraffine. 

By  A.  B.  Prescott,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Organic  and  Applied  Chemistry  and  ' 

Pharmacy,  University  of  Michigan. 

HE  recent  discovery  of  an  immense  bed  of 
fossil  wax  in  Utah  reminds  us  that  the 
world  has  hardly  taken  account  of  the*' 
wealth  she  had  before,  in  the  mineral 
wax-oils  which  have  been  brought  into  commerce 
during  the  last  ten  years. 

In  1830,  paraffine  was  identified  as  a  constituent 
of  wood-tar,  and  a  product  of  various  destructive 
distillations.  For  twenty  years  it  was  known  only 
in  the  cabinets  of  chemists.  Soon  after  the  middle 
of  this  century,  the  enterprise  of  distilling  Irish 
peat  for  paraffine  and  pyroligneous  acid  was  under- 
taken, and  shortly  after  English  cannel  coal  was 
worked  for  paraffine  and  bye-products.  These 
operations  first  put  paraffine  candles  on  the  mar- 
ket. Getting  only  three  pounds  of  paraffine  from 
a  ton  of  peat,  the  British  capitalists  reluctantly 
gave  up  the  task  of  making  candles  out  of  the 
peat  bogs  of  Ireland ;  but  the  working  of  bitu- 
minous coals  for  paraffines  and  other  products 
attained  considerable  proportions  in  both  Scotland 
and  the  United  States,  and  has  been  abandoned, 
but  slowly,  after  it  was  found  that  there  was  plenty 
of  paraffine  already  lying  in  the  earth,  distilled  be- 
fore man  was  born,  and  to  be  had  for  the  gather- 
ing. 

Meantime  the  primitive  and  half-civilized  people 
along  the  northern  foot  of  the  Carpathian  moun- 
tains, in  Galicia  and  other  Austrian  provinces, 
possessed  a  great  plenty  of  excellent  paraffine, 
mostly  at  a  depth  of  loo  to  150  feet,  in  transparent, 
honey-yellow  lumps  and  layers,  mixed  with  clay, 
but  cropping  out  slightly  here  and  there  at  the 
surface,  with  the  coal  measures,  and  sometimes 
used  for  fuel  where  it  was  most  accessible. 

Its  discovery,  as  a  fossil  resin,  "  found  in  a  sand- 
stone in  Moldavia,"  under  the  name  of  ozocerite, 
or  ozokerite,  was  credited  to  Meyer,  in  works  on 
mineralogy.  Earlier  mineralogical  books  give  the 
name  ozocerite  to  a  fossil  resin  or  wax,  that  had 
been  "  found  in  digging  a  well  near  Edinburgh," 
and  found  elsewhere  in  Great  Britain.  And  now, 
in  advance  of  any  public  information  as  to  any 
mineral  wax  of  commercial  consequence  any- 
where, the  simple  word  "  ozokerite  "  was  adver- 
tised on  dead  walls,  rocks,  fences  and  in  public 
prints,  all  over  Europe,  for  several  years,  and  at 
an  expense,  it  is  said,  of  ;£2o,ooo  sterling.  Then 
the  article,  from  the  Austrian  mines,  in  its  various 
manufactured  forms,  was  put  upon  the  market.     It 


was  a  stroke  of  enterprise,  in  advertising  and  in 
manufacture,  quite  worthy  of  America ;  but  its 
success  has  been  greatly  reduced  by  American 
competition  of  a  kind  very  hard  to  provide  against, 
namely,  by  the  paraffine  as  a  bye-product  from 
Pennsylvania  petroleum,  which  came  in  a  flood 
into  commerce  soon  after  the  ozokerite  industry 
was  fairly  established.  In  how  many  instances 
have  the  prices  of  European  mineral  products  been 
stricken  down  by  the  opening  of  sources  in 
America .'' 

The  Austrian  ozokerite  has,  nevertheless,  main- 
tained great  commercial  consequence.  In  1875, 
the  production  was  estimated  at  twenty  million 
killograms  (44  million  lbs.)  annually.  The  firm  of 
Wagenmann,  Vienna,  work  up  2^  million  lbs.  of 
raw  wax  in  a  year.  Ujhely  &  Co.,  near  Vienna, 
employ  400  persons  in  manufacturing  the  paraffine 
products.  In  Borislaw,  they  use  a  million  killo- 
grams of  sulphuric  acid  in  a  year,  in  carbonizing 
and  removing  impurities,  in  the  manufacture  of 
"  ceresine."* 

Though  solid  at  atmospheric  temperatures,  the 
earth-wax  of  Austria  contains  liquid  oils,  which 
are  separated  by  distilling.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  very 
concentrated  petroleum,  and  approximately  repre- 
sented by  the  residue  left  after  distilling  the  liquid 
oils  from  American  petroleum.  Ordinary  ozokerite 
yields  about  40  to  50  per  cent  of  candle  paraffine ; 
the  best  ozokerite  furnishes  60  to  "jo  per  cent  of 
"  ceresine,"  a  trade  product  to  be  mentioned 
presently.  Indian  petroleum,  when  distilled,  leaves 
10  to  40  per  cent  of  paraffine ;  American  petroleum 
2  to  4  per  cent.  The  new  earth-wax  of  Utah, 
from  its  high  melting  point,  must  be  nearly  free 
from  liquid  oils,  that  is,  nearly  all  paraffine. 

The  earth-wax,  mined  by  the  Jewish  population, 
is  separated  from  clay,  etc.,  by  melting,  and  much 
of  it  is  shipped  to  manufacturers  for  further  puri- 
fication and  separation  into  trade  products.  The 
best  is  pure  yellow  or  greenish  ;  some  samples  be- 
ing green  in  reflected  and  yellow  in  transmitted 
light. 

Concentrated  sulphuric  acid  and  cgfustic  alkali, 
distillation  and  cold  pressure  are  successively  used 
in  removing  impurities  and  color  and  in  separating 
the  oils  from  each  other —the  same  agents  em- 
ployed for  Pennsylvania  petroleum  products. 

"  Cerescine  "  is  a  grade  of  paraffine,  manufac- 
tured from  prime  ozokerite,  by  action  of  concen- 
trated sulphuric  acid,  and  by  filtration  through 
animal  charcoal.  It  closely  resembles  white  bees- 
wax, for  which  it  is  largely  substituted.  Large 
quantities  of  this  paraffine.  are  purchased  in  Rus- 


*  In  comparison,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  production  of  bees- 
wax in  the  United  States,  is  put  at  twenty  million  pounds  an- 
nually, less  than  half  that  of  Austrian  paraffine.  Five  thousand 
cwt.  of  earth-wax  products  are  sold  from  Drohobycz,  weekly. 


go 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


[April,  1879 


sia,  mixed  with  a  little  bees-wax,  to  give  odor,  and 
put  upon  the  market  as  bees-wax.  Cerescine  is 
less  plastic  in  the  fingers,  and  more  brittle  in  the 
cold,  than  bees-wax.  Its  mixture  with  real  wax  is 
best  identified  by  the  action  of  five  times  its  weight 
of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid,  at  water-bath  tem- 
perature, when  the  bees-wax  is  wholly  charred,  and 
the  parafifine,  left  unchanged,  may  be  separated, 
and,  for  approximate  estimation,  may  be  weighed. 
A  melting  point  of  white  wax  below  65*  C.  (149'' 
F.),  according  to  Hager,  indicates  admixture  of 
either  paraffine  or  tallow.  The  specific  gravity  of 
real  wax  is  not  below  0.955;  ^  mixture  of  5  per 
cent  of  tallow  giving  specific  gravity  .950,  and  be- 
ing less  brittle  or  crumbly. 

The  term  "  paraffines  "  is  applied  by  chemists  to 
a  graded  series  of  hydro-carbons,  the  first  member 
being  marsh  gas  ;  the  fifth  making  the  most  of 
"  rhigolene  "  and  a  part  of  all  the  "benzines  "  and 
"  naphthas  ;"  the  seventh  constituting  the  heart  of 
good  "  kerosene ;"  and  the  thirtieth  being  about 
the  limit  to  which  this  series  has  been  traced 
among  the  solid  parafifine  bodies.  Parallel  to  the 
paraffine  chemical  series,  there  is  the  ethylene 
chemical  series ;  any  member  of  the  latter  having 
two  atoms  of  hydrogen  less  than  a  corresponding 
member  of  the  former.  The  solid  hydro-carbons, 
making  up  the  various  paraffine  bodies  of  com- 
merce, belong  in  the  most  part,  probably,  to  the 
ethylene  series,  but  the  distinction  between  this  se- 
ries and  the  marsh  gas  series  depends  on  so  small 
a  difference  of  hydrogen  that  it  is  with  difficulty 
determined.  Chemists  now  incline  to  the  view  that 
the  solid  members  of  the  paraffine  chemical  series, 
by  oxidation  and  combination  in  the  slow  processes 
of  nature,  change  to  solid  members  of  the  ethyline 
series.  These  two  closely  allied  series,  at  all 
events,  make  up  nearly  the  whole  of  all  the  varie- 
ties and  manufactured  products  of  petroleum  and 
mineral  wax,  as  far  as  known. 

The  uses  of  the  various  petroleum  and  paraffine 
products  are  multitudinous  already,  and  every  year 
extending.  It  is  the  function  of  true  scientific 
progress  to  supply  fuel  and  light  and  material  for 
the  mechanic  arts  and  for  medicine  from  resources 
of  nature  hitherto  neglected.  Also,  it  seems 
to  be  the  tendency  of  commerce  to  multiply  names 
and  external  forms  of  materials  already  in  use, 
and  present  old  articles  as  new  ones.  He  who 
brings  a  substance  of  real  value  from  obscurity  or 
limited  use  into  public  and  general  use,  under  any 
name,  is  a  public  benefactor,  and  none  the  less  if 
he  has  put  money  in  his  pocket  by  the  operation. 
But  he  who  presents,  under  novel  trade  names, 
materials  already  current,  contributes  nothing  but 
confusion. 

The  substance  known  in  commerce  as  paraffine 
is  used  for  candles,  for  water-proofing  cloth  and 
leather  and  for  waxing  paper,  for  sealing  stoppers, 
coating  pills,  preserving  meats  and  fruits,  making 
matches  and  fire-works,  and  in  refining  spirits.  It 
enters  into  some  of  the  chewing  gums,  and  is  not 
without  use  in  soft  candies.  It  is  used  for  starch 
gloss,  and  as  a  varnish  for  metals  and  gilt.  Its 
crystalline  structure  is  prevented,  in  making  candles, 
by  rapid  chilling  and  by  admixture  of  real  wax. 
Much  of  the  paraffine  is  of  too  low  melting  point 
for  good  candles.  A  great  deal  of  paraffine  is 
used  in  lubricating  machinery,  and  paraffine  oil 
consists  of  solid  paraffines  dissolved  in  liquid 
compounds  of  the  same  series.  Far  too  much  is 
retained  in  illuminating  oil,  when  chill  tests  do  not 
exclude  it.  In  rapid  dfstillation  the  heavy  paraffines 
can  be  broken  up,  or  "  cracked  "  into  those  good 
for  illuminating  oil. 

Vaseline  and  cosmoline  are  two  well-known  pro- 
prietary preparations  from  petroleum,  in  extensive 


use.  They  are  graded  paraffines.  Vaseline  melts 
at  about  35  deg.  C.  (95  deg.  Fahr.);  cosmoline  at 
blood  heat.  Vaseline  has  received  much  favor, 
and  less  objection,  as  a  partial  substitute  for  lard 
in  Great  Britain,  and  all  over  the  world.  Ozokerine 
is  a  new  claimant  for  use  as  a  cerate,  made  from 
Austrian  ozokerite,  very  much  like  vaseline,  but  of 
a  thicker  consistence,  and  said  to  be  sold  much 
cheaper.  Carbolene  is  a  proprietary  preparation 
for  the  hair,  made  from  petroleum,  graded  by  dis- 
tillation, and  thoroughly  deodorized  by  percolation 
through  animal  charcoal. 

There  is  no  manner  of  doubt  that  paraffine  pre- 
parations ought  to  supersede  lard,  wax,  olive  oil 
and  other  fats  liable  to  rancidity,  for  many  of  the 
uses  of  cerates,  etc.  Lardaceous  preparations  will 
soon  get  rancid,  and  will  then  induce  the  worst  of 
decompositions  in  the  secretions  and  exudates  with 
which  they  are  in  contact.  Paraffine,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  preservative,  acting  by  exclusion  of  the 
air,  and  perhaps  in  some  degree  directly  as  an 
antiseptic.  It  is  sometimes  said  that  vaselme  gets 
rancid  on  long  standing.  The  fact  is,  rather,  that 
by  standing  a  petroleum  odor  is  developed  again. 
As  a  protective  external  appliance,  paraffine  pre- 
parations are  infinitely  better  than  lardaceous  ones, 
and  the  pharmacopoeial  cerates  need  much  revision 
in  this  respect.  But  as  an  excipient  for  medicines 
to  be  absorbed  through  the  skin,  the  paraffine  sub- 
stances are  altogether  unsuited,  as  they  prevent 
absorption,  according  to  the  best  authority. 

The  Utah  mineral  wax  is  reported  to  be  of  inex- 
haustible extent ;  the  beds  in  many  places  twenty 
feet  thick,  being  scattered  thickly  over  a  territory 
not  less  than  twenty  by  sixty  miles.  It  seems  to 
be  heavier,  and  probably  of  higher  melting  point 
than  any  earth-wax  heretofore  found  in  abundance, 
and  therefore  must  be  far  better  for  candles,  and 
as  a  substitute  for  wax. 

Professor  H.  Wurtz'  reports  specific  gravity  as 
high  as  0.934  for  samples  of  the  Utah  wax.  Mr. 
S.  B.  Newberry  gives  a  fusing  point  of  61.5"  C. 
(142.7^  Fahr.),  for  samples  of  the  crude  article. 
Wurtz  has  given  an  opinion  favorable  to  the  iden- 
tity of  this  deposit  with  zietrisikite,  as  named  in 
the  mineralogical  classification  of  mineral  hydro- 
carbons. Zietrisikite,  from  Zietrisika,  Moldavia, 
has  been  named  as  the  most  valuable  mineral  of 
its  class.  Referring  the  Utah  wax  to  the  marsh 
gas  series,  its  analysis  by  Newberry  would  give  it 
in  its  natural  state  not  less  than  twenty-eight 
atoms  of  carbon  in  the  molecule.  It  is  less  freely 
soluble  in  ether  than  ozocerite.  It  may  prove  to 
be  worth  more  to  the  world  than  many  a  gold 
region  over  which  the  public  have  gone  wild. 

University  of  Michigan,  April  1,  1879. 


Rhus  Aromatica. 

By  J.  T.  McClanahan,  M.  D.,  Brownville,  Mo. 

IN  presenting  this  remedy  to  the  medical  world  I 
do  so  from  a  firm  and  honest  conviction  that  I 
am  introducing  one  of  the  most  valuable  therapeu- 
tical agents  ever  introduced  from  the  vegetable 
kingdom.  Time  and  space  will  not  admit  of  any 
further  preliminary  remarks,  hence  I  enter  into  the 
merits  of  my  subject  at  once.  The  only  published 
information  that  I  have  seen  concerning  the  rhus 
aromatica  is  in  "  Wood's  Class-book  of  Botany," 
to  which  I  would  respectfully  refer  those  interested. 
It  is  a  shrub  growing  from  two  to  six  feet  high, 
inhabiting  high  rocky  soil ;  stems  straight,  branch- 
ing near  the  top,  flowers  yellow,  fruit  clustered, 
red,  seedy  and  acid.  When  the  bush  is  fractured 
it  emits  a  strong  odor  from   whence  it  takes  it  s 
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common  name.     The  bark  of  the  root  is  the  proper 
medicinal  part. 

This  remedy  was  successfully  used  by  my  grand- 
father, Dr.  John  Gray,  for  over  thirty  years  as  a 
sovereign  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes, 
and  to  this  use  alone  he  confined  it,  and  for  many 
years  after  was  used  in  the  same  capacity  by  my 
father.  Dr.  F.  McClanahan.  He  it  was,  I  believe, 
who  lirst  suggested  its  use  in  other  diseased  con- 
ditions of  the  genito-urinary  organs.  I  could  give 
many  interesting  illustrations  of  cures  that  have 
been  related  to  me,  more  especially  diabetes,  but  it 
is  my  purpose  only  in  this  article  to  relate  cases  in 
practice  that  have  come  under  my  personal  knowl- 
edge and  experience.  I  will  not  attempt  to  enter 
into  any  argument  regarding  the  pathology  of  dia- 
betes, for  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  such 
attempts  have  all  been  vague  and  unsatisfactory,  and 
modern  therapeutics  has  thrown  very  little  light 
upon  the  treatment  of  this  disease ;  hence  its  treat- 
ment has  been  speculative  and  seldom  curative. 
My  first  knowledge  of  this  remedy  however  was  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disease. 

A  few  years  since  when  I  was  a  student,  Mr.  A., 
aged  27,  came  under  my  father's  treatment,  pre- 
senting a  cadaverous  appearance,  emaciated  and 
haggard,  with  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  dia- 
betes insipidus.  There  was  no  particular  change 
in  the  urine,  except  that  it  was  very  much  increased 
in  quantity  and  of  rather  low  specific  gravity.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  woe-begone  looking  men  I 
had  ever  seen,  and  to  my  mind  he  possessed  little 
if  any  chance  for  recovery.  But  under  the  influ- 
ence of  teaspoonful  doses  of  the  powdered  bark  of 
the  root  given  in  a  wine-glass  of  sweet  milk  three 
times  a  day,  together  with  proper  diet,  regular 
habits,  etc.,  he  made  a  complete  recovery  in  four 
months,  and  to-day  enjoys  good  health. 

Three  years  ago  Mrs.  B.,  aged  37,  mother  of 
five  children,  presented  herself  to  me  for  treatment, 
after  a  careful  examination  I  diagnosed  her  case 
diabetes  mellitus.  The  history  of  the  case  revealed 
the  following  facts  :  that  ten  months  previous,  her 
attention  was  first  attracted  by  frequent  calls  to 
micturate,  and  that  she  was  obliged  to  get  up  during 
the  night  to  void  large  quantities  of  urine  which  had 
been  steadily  increasing  until  she  had  become  so 
feeble  that  she  was  compelled  to  abandon  her 
housework.  There  was  also  a  sense  of  general  lassi- 
tude and  languor,  with  pain  in  back  and  consider- 
able thirst ;  appetite  variable,  sometimes  ravenous 
and  sometimes  deficient ;  skin  sallow  and  doughy ; 
temperature  increased  to  ioi}i  ;  slight  cough 
and  occasional  night  sweats ;  loss  of  flesh  ;  pulse 
little  affected  except  that  when  diarrhoea  would 
sometimes  supervene  for  a  few  days  it  would  pre- 
sent the  usual  feebleness  and  rapidity.  Under  the 
usual  tests  I  found  the  urine  to  contain  sugar,  spe- 
cific gravity  1.032.  I  gave  the  saturated  tincture 
of  the  rhus  aromatica  in  half  teaspoonful  doses 
every  four  hours  until  she  was  under  the  influence 
of  the  remedy.  A  diminution  of  the  amount  of 
urine  voided,  was  marked  from  the  first  day.  The 
dose  was  lessened  and  the  interval  lengthened  from 
week  to  week,  and,  finally,  in  three  months,  the 
medicine  was  discontinued.  In  the  mean  time  strict 
dietary  laws  were  observed,  carefully  avoiding  such 
diet  as  favored  the  sugar-forming  process  in  the 
body.  She  being  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis,  I  gave  cod 
oil  with  hypophosphites  for  some  time  after  having 
discontinued  the  rhus  aromatica.  I  have  had  the 
same  result  in  two  other  cases  of  diabetes  insipidus 
which  I  will  not  give  at  present,  and  I  am  at  pres- 
ent treating  a  case  of  diabetes  mellitus,  a  very  in- 
teresting case  which  I  will  report  in  a  future  article. 
In  incontinence  of  urine,  whether  from  atony  of 
the    muscular,  or    irritation  of  the  nervous   fiber, 


which  prevent  normal  distention  of  the  bladder  it 
is  applicable.  I  have  relieved  several  cases  in 
which  the  person  was  unable  to  prevent  a  con- 
stant dribbling  of  urine,  the  condition  rendering 
them  offensive  and  uncomfortable  ;  also,  those  cases 
in  which  the  patient  has  no  control  over  the  urine 
whatever  will  be  promptly  met  by  the  action  of  the 
rhus  aromatica. 

Mr.  C,  troubled  for  more  than  a  year  with  an 
almost  constant  dribbling  of  urine,  which  ren- 
dered his  existence  miserable,  disagreeable  and 
offensive,  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  those  around 
him.  This  condition  of  things  I  thought  was  the 
result  of  an  atonic  condition  of  the  bladder,  hence 
I  gave  him  an  ounce  vial  of  a  strong  tincture  of  rhus 
aromatica,  and  ordered  him  to  take  ten  drops  three 
times  a  day.  Improvement  was  marked  from  the 
beginning,  and  after  eight  weeks  he  was  able  to 
hold  his  urine  to  normal  distension  of  the  bladder. 

Ella  D.  had  suffered  from  enuresis  for  two  years, 
Her  mother  said  she  seemed  to  have  little  or  no 
control  over  her  urine  at  times,  and  that  it  was  no 
uncommon  thing  for  her  to  wet  the  bed  at  night, 
and  herself  during  the  day.  She  further  stated 
that  she  had  tried  almost  every  physician  and 
remedy  within  her  knowledge,  but  without  any  per- 
manent benefit.     I  accordingly  ordered  : 

'^,.     Tr.  Rhus  arom.,  5  ss. 
Glycerine,  5  iss. 

M.  Sig.  Half  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day, 
and  to  be  careful  to  have  her  void  her  urine  be- 
fore retiring,  and  to  have  her  get  up  immediately 
when  she  felt  an  inclination  to  urinate.  As  the 
case  progressed,  I  ordered  her  to  discontinue  the 
morning  dose,  then  the  dose  at  noon,  and  finally 
the  dose  before  retiring.  At  the  expiration  of 
three  months  all  involuntary  flow  had  ceased,  and 
sufficient  time  has  elapsed  for  me  to  pronounce  the 
cure  permanent. 

The  rhus  aromatica  is  also  a  valuable  remedy  in 
hemorrhage  of  the  kidneys,  resulting  from  a  dis- 
eased state  of  the  whole  system,  or  that  which 
commonly  precedes  Bright's  disease.  Hemorrhage 
from  the  bladder,  uterine  hemorrhage,  menor- 
rhagia,  and  other  excessive  discharges,  accompa- 
nied by  a  relaxed  condition  of  the  uterus — of  these 
I  will  speak  in  a  future  paper. 

This  is  also  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment 
of  "  summer  diseases  of  children,"  and  in  chronic 
diarrhea  and  dysentery.  It  is  largely  used  in  this 
part  by  the  farmers  in  the  form  of  a  decoction  for 
diarrhea.  One  or  two  illustrations  will  serve  my 
purpose  here,  and  these  are  taken  from  a  number 
of  cases  treated  by  me  last  summer. 

August  E.  This  little  boy  was  taken  early  last 
summer  with  diarrhea  ;  stools  pale  and  thin,  run- 
ning from  him  like  water ;  no  particular  pain  or 
fever.  He  was  pale  and  emaciated  ;  limbs  trem- 
bling ;  scarcely  able  to  stand  alone ;  skin  usually 
cool  and  bowels  flabby.  ^  l^-  Tr.  rhus  arom.,  |  ss., 
three  drops  in  water  after  each  stool ;  with  proper 
diet  and  care  the  little  boy  recovered  rapidly. 

Mr.  F.,  laborer,  called  July  17th  ;  stated  that  he 
was  suffering  from  what  the  doctors  called  chronic 
dysentery,  and  that  he  had  been  in  this  condition 
for  two  months.  He  further  stated  that  he  had 
averaged  five  stools  each  twenty-four  hours  for 
that  length  of  time ;  sometimes  copious,  some- 
times scant — the  latter  accompanied  with  pain.  At 
times  stools  consisted  largely  of  blood  and  mucus, 
at  other  times  almost  of  clear  blood.  Patient 
was  thin,  countenance  anxious,  face  expressionless, 
bowels  flabby,  skin  sallow,  and  he  was  scarcely 
able  to  walk.  This  was  ,a  bad  case,  and  I  deter- 
mined to  use  no  other  remedy  until  I  had  given  the 
rhus  aromatica  a  fair  trial.     Under  the  influence  of 


S2 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


[April,  1879 


ten-drop  doses  of  this  remedy,  together  with 
boiled  milk  diet,  my  patient  made  a  complete  re- 
covery ;   no  other  medicines  necessary. 

I  will  further  state,  before  leaving  the  subject 
with  my  readers,  that  in  my  practice  I  have  used 
no  other  preparation  of  the  drug  than  a  strong 
tincture  made  by  myself.  I  have  recently  fur- 
nished Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  with  a  large  shipment, 
from  which  they  will  manufacture  a  fluid  extract 
(which  will  perhaps  be  more  desirable  because  of 
its  uniform  strength),  and  to  them  I  would  re- 
spectively refer  the  trade  and  the  profession  for 
supplies.  Further,  in  treating  diseases  with  this 
remedy,  any  complication  requiring  other  remedies 
must  of  course  be  met,  otherwise  the  good  effects 
of  the  rhus  aromatica  might  be  destroyed.  The 
cases  given  in  this  article  are  isolated,  to  show  the 
indications  for  its  use,  and  its  action  on  the  econ- 
omy when  uncombined. 

I  am  satisfied  that  this  remedy  has  such  power 
over  the  atonic  condition  which  obtains  in  such 
diseases  as  I  have  described,  as  will  render  it  a 
valuable  addition  to  our  materia  medica;  and  I  am 
convinced  that  in  cases  which  have  been  well 
selected,  its  effects  will  be  found  to  be  uniform  and 
certain. 


Veratrum  Viride — Heroic  Doses. 

By  A.  F.  Hagadorn,  M.  D.,  West  Bay  City,  Mich. 

I  HAVE  with  no  little  interest  perused  several  ar- 
ticles in  New  Preparations  during  the  past 
year  on  the  above  named  preparation,  and  while 
some  of  them  have  greatly  amused  me,  most  of 
them  coincide  with  my  experience ;  and  first  of 
all,  I  wish  to  say,  that  the  great  fear  in  which 
most  practitioners  hold  veratrum  is  either  totally 
unfounded,  or  is  a  fallacy  of  the  schools,  instilled 
into  their  minds  during  their  student  days.  I 
would  not  for  a  moment  infer  that  such  is  univer- 
sally the  case,  but  that  it  is  so  in  a  large  majority, 
I  think  those  who  have  tried  the  veratrum  faith- 
fully and  unprejudiced,  will  not  hesitate  to  pro- 
claim. That  it  is  a  remedy  not  to  be  used  indis- 
criminately or  without  proper  precaution,  I  am 
fully  aware.  Neither  is  it  as  dangerous,  even  when 
used  in  what  some  are  pleased  to  term  "  heroic 
doses,"  as  many  would  have  us  believe.  My  expe- 
rience with  veratrum  has  been  largely  confined  to 
the  treatment  of  convulsions  of  childhood,  and 
that  it  is  as  good  an  anti-spasmodic  as  can  be 
found  in  the  materia  medica  for  the  treatment  of 
this  class  of  diseases  I  firmly  believe.  During  the 
summer  of  1876  I  was  called  upon  to  treat  not  less 
than  fifty  (50)  cases  of  convulsions  of  this  class, 
and  as  veratrum  viride  was  my  sheet  anchor,  so  far 
as  controlling  the  spasms,  perhaps  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  cite  a  single  case,  which  will  serve  to 
illustrate  my  method  of  using  it  in  these  cases,  and 
at  the  same  time  show  its  success  in  controlling 
the  spasms.  Case  :  Sept.  3d,  1876,  I  was  called  in 
great  haste  to  see  Ida  H.,  a  bright  little  girl  of  2}4. 
years  of  age.  When  I  arrived  (not  more  than  ten 
minutes  having  elapsed  since  being  called),  I  found 
her  in  convulsions,  which  the  mother  informed  me 
had  lasted  some  20  minutes.  I  immediately  or- 
dered a  tub  of  water,  about  as  warm  as  one  could 
hold  the  hand  in  without  scalding.  In  this  I  im- 
mersed the  little  patient,  while  at  the  same  time  I 
directed  the  mother  to  constantly  bathe  the  over- 
heated brain  in  ice  water,  while  I  administered  a 
third  of  a  teaspoonful  of  fluid  extract  of  veratrum. 
Not,  however,  waiting  for  this  to  take  effect,  I  gave 
chloroform  inhalations,  on  account  of  its  more 
speedy  effect  and  until  the  veratrum  should  have 
time  to  operate.  After  the  immersion  and  chloro- 
form inhalations  no  more  regular  convulsions  oc- 


curred, but  occasional  twitchings  of  the  muscles 
of  the  face,  and  in  the  course  of  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  there  was  complete  relaxation  of  the 
whole  body,  the  eyes  returned  to  their  normal 
axes,  the  lids  closed  and  the  little  patient  drowsed 
off,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases.  About  this  time  the 
family  physician  arrived.  I  informed  him  as  to 
the  previous  condition  of  the  patient,  also  as  to 
my  treatment.  When  I  referred  to  the  veratrum, 
he  manifested  some  surprise  and  fears  lest  my  he- 
roic treatment  would  kill  instead  of  cure.  About 
this  time  vomiting  occurred — the  effect  of  the 
veratrum — a  large  amount  of  phlegm  and 
mucus  was  expelled,  when  the  patient  again 
relapsed  into  its  former  quietude.  The  vom- 
iting still  further  alarmed  him  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  refused  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  the  case,  and  I,  not  being  at  all  in  fear  so 
far  as  the  veratrum  was  concerned,  willingly  as- 
sumed the  responsibility.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  my 
patient  made  a  good  although  not  rapid  recovery, 
it  taking  several  days  to  correct  the  cause  of  all 
our  trouble,  viz.:  malarial  poisoning,  accompanied 
by  suppression  of  bile.  My  secondary  treatment,  of 
course,  consisted  of  alteratives  and  antiperiodics, 
under  which  there  was  no  recurrence  of  the 
spasms.  By  the  way,  I  have  almost  invariably 
found  the  convulsions  of  childhood  occurring  in 
summer  and  autumn  dependent  on  the  above- 
named  conditions,  and  my  treatment  is  uniformly 
the  same — veratrum  to  control  the  spasm,  and  qui- 
nine and  calomel  to  correct  the  condition  of  the 
liver  and  neutralize  the  malaria.  The  common 
idea  of  worms  and  teething  would  not  account  for 
more  than  fiye  per  cent  of  my  cases,  and  while, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  my  patients  made  good 
recoveries,  with  no  relapse  or  recurrence  of  con- 
vulsions, many  of  my  professional  friends  who 
recognized  worms,  etc.,  as  the  cause,  and  had  re- 
course to  anthelmintics,  lost  a  goodly  number  of 
their  patients,  and  in  not  a  few  the  convulsions  re- 
turned on  the  second  or  seventh  day,  and  I  sup- 
pose they  attributed  the  cause  of  recurrence  to  the 
mystic  No.  7.  The  dose  of  veratrum  given  in  the 
above  case  I  have  invariably  found  to  produce 
emesis,  and  while  it  prevented  a  large  quantity 
from  being  absorbed  into  the  circulation,  it  acts  as 
an  effectual  emetic,  and  thus  is  obtained  a  second 
result  no  less  beneficial,  effectually  clearing  the 
stomach,  throat  and  tubes  of  mucus  and  any 
irritating  material  that  alone  might  induce  con- 
vulsions. I  will  further  say  that  I  have  seldom 
found  it  necessary  to  give  a  second  dose  of  vera- 
trum, but  when  indicated,  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  giving  chloral  and  bromide  of  potassium,  on 
account  of  the  emesis  which  the  veratrum  is  likely 
to  induce.  I  will  also  say,  in  justice  to  the  manu- 
facturers, that  I  have  invariably  used  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  veratrum,  and  have  found 
it  both  uniform  and  reliable,  fully  equal  to  Squibb's 
or  any  other. 

March  28th,  1879. 


Veratrum  Viride. 

By  John  A.  Henninc,  M.  D.,  Redkey,  Ind. 

1SEE  in  the  March  number  of  New  Prepara- 
tions (1879)  Dr.  Gundrum  brings  me  to  task 
in  reference  to  my  article  in  the  January  number, 
on  the  dose  and  power,  of  veratrum  viride. 

I  think  Dr.  G.  probably  did  not  read  my  article 
very  closely,  as  by  reference  to  the  article  in  question 
it  will  be  seen  that  I  say,  "  to  invite  the  attention 
of  the  profession  to  the  use  of  this  medicine  in 
diseases  in  which  it  is  not  commonly  used."  I 
probably  should  have  said,  in  addition,  in  said  ar- 
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difference  in   doses, 
my  estimation,   the 


tracts  m 
but  it  is  a 


the  market, 
notorious 


tide,  that  "  commonly  in  acute  diseases  we  give 
from  one  to  two  drops  every  two  hours,  until  we 
see  its  sedative  effect,  then  at  longer  intervals,  to 
maintain  the  pulse  at  about  seventy-five." 

But  I  failed  to  say  this,  because  I  thought  this 
principle  was  generally  understood  without  repeat- 
ing it.  The  past  winter  I  have  used  over  one 
pound  of  the  fluid  extract,  and  saw  no  bad  effect 
in  over  one  hundred  cases  that  I  administered  it 
to.  But  I  have  been  cautious,  just  as  one  should 
be  with  evei7  potent  remedy.  I  would  further  say, 
in  reference  to  doses  of  fluid  extract  of  this  or  any 
other  remedy,  that  different  houses  do  not  make 
these  fluid  extracts  of  uniform  strength,  hence 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  make,  in 
strongest  and  best  fluid  ex- 
I  don't  say  this  to  eulogize, 
fact ;  and  I  would  further  say 
it  would  be  better  for  all  physicians  to  use  those 
fluid  extracts  manufactured  from  one  house,  in  or- 
der to  learn  their  uniform  strength  ;  thus  they  will 
be  better  prepared  to  properly  administer  these 
remedies. 

In  my  former  article  I  recommended  heroic  doses 
in  heroic  diseases,  or  in  desperate  cases.  The 
profession  are  generally  aware  that  in  desperate 
cases  we  must  use  desperate  doses  and  desperate 
remedies,  or  there  will  be  a  funeral.  I  once  gave 
a  boy  90  drops  of  tincture  opii  in  two  hours,  with- 
out effect,  in  the  case  of  chorea  mentioned  in  my 
former  article.  Then  I  used  large  doses  of  ve- 
ratrum  viride,  and  it  cured.  This  friendly  criti- 
cism by  Dr.  G.  I  hope  wiU  do  good,  and  I  have  a 
special  liking  for  a  man  who  thus  demands  facts. 
Now  let  us  see  what  other  physicians  are  doing 
with  this  potent  remedy. 

Dr.  Taliaferro,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  says  that  in 
pneumonia,  in  first  stages,  he  gives  ten  drops,  un- 
til it  produces  its  effects,  and  it  may  be  given  for 
days  and  weeks  without  unpleasant  effect. 

Dr.  Murphy,  in  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Reporter,  says  that  he  treated  twenty-one 
cases  of  pneumonia  successfully  by  giving  eight- 
drop  doses  every  three  hours. 

Dr.  Watson  says,  in  the  Nashville  Journal,  that 
he  gave  twelve-drop  doses  in  a  case  of  pneumonia 
which  was  almost  moribund,  and  saved  the  pa- 
tient. 

Dr.  Fordyce  Barker  says,  in  Ajnerican  Medical 
Monthly,  in  a  case  of  puerperal  fever,  he  gave  ten 
drops  every  hour  for  seven  consecutive  hours,  and 
continued  its  use  for  ten  days,  and  saved  his  patient. 
Dr.  Houghton,  of  Indiana,  says  in  Nashville 
Journal  of  Medicifie  and  Surgery  that  he  has 
"  given  it  in  all  ages,  from  the  infant  to  adult  age, 
and  has  always  obtained  the  desired  results."  This 
accords  with  my  experience  exactly. 

Dr.  Newson,  of  Georgia,  says  in  the  above  medi- 
cal journal  that  he  gave  in  two  cases  a  half-tea- 
spoonful  of  Norwood's  tincture  veratrum  viride, 
repeated  every  hour,  to  produce  abortion,  without 
deleterious  effect  to  the  patients,  and  without  ef- 
fecting abortion. 

I  could  give  a  number  of  other  physicians  who 
have  given  it  in  large  doses,  but  I  suppose  the 
above  will  suffice. 

Now,  why  is  it  that  some  physicians  give  such 
large  doses  and  others  small  doses  ?  I  think  I  can 
answer  this  very  important  question,  and  it  seems 
to  me  every  physician  is  more  or  less  interested 
in  this  question. 

Some  houses  manufacture  a  poor  article,  and 
probably  some  houses  water  just  a  little,  then 
sell  it  to  physicians.  Hence,  when  they  use  it, 
they  must  give  sufficient  to  produce  the  desired 
effect. 

But,  give  the   fluid  extract   of  veratrum   viride 


from  reliable  houses,  then  we  find  a  reliable,  pure 
article,  and  must  necessarily  give  small  doses. 

If  all  the  fluid  extracts  of  veratrum  viride  were 
of  uniform  strength  over  our  country,  then  there 
would  not  be  any  conflicting  opinion  upon  the  size 
of  doses  of  this  or  any  other  remedy.  And  I  re- 
peat, as  in  my  former  article,  "  but  be  sure  to  have 
a  pure,  reliable  article,"  or  in  other  words,  get 
fluid    extracts  from    one   house,    learn  their 


your 

strength,  and   then  stick  to  them,  then  you 

never  be  at  a  loss  what  sized  doses  to  give. 


will 


Note  on  the  Determination  of  Sugar  in 
Diabetic  Urine  by  Fehling's  Solution. 

Carl  Jungk,  Ph.  D.,  Detroit. 

THE  detection  of  sugar  in  the  urine  of  diabetic 
patients,  being  a  matter  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  the  conscientious  and  painstaking 
physician,  particularly  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
disease,  where  only  small  quantities  of  sugar  are 
present,  therefore  a  method  which  will  combine 
simplicity  of  detail  with  certainty  of  results  in 
proving  the  presence  of  minute  quantities,  will  be 
welcomed  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  means  of 
diagnosis,  and  also  by  the  analyst. 

It  is  not  always  possible  for  the  analyst  to  ob- 
tain the  urine  fresh,  but  most  frequently  the  sample 
is  furnished  after  decomposition  has  set  in,  and 
progressed  to  such  an  extent  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  urea  having  been  transformed  into  ammonia 
carbonate. 

The  usual  procedure  in  case  of  urine  having  an 
alkaline  relation  is  to  neutralize  with  an  acid,  usu- 
ally the  acetic.  The  addition  of  acid,  however, 
fixes  the  ammonia  and  retains  a  troublesome  ele- 
ment, as  the  presence  of  ammonia  salts  is  an  abso- 
lute preventive  of  the  reduction  of  the  copper,  by 
which  the  presence  of  sugar  is  to  be  demonstrated. 
It  is  easy  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the 
above  statement  by  making  a  weak  solution  of 
honey  in  water,  adding  ammonia  acetate,  chloride 
or  sulphate,  heating  and  adding  Fehling's  solution. 
No  reduction  of  copper  will  take  place.  If  the 
Fehling's  solution  should  first  be  reduced  with  the 
grape  sugar  and  the  ammonium  salt  added  after- 
wards, on  agitating  briskly,  the  precipitate  will 
soon  re-dissolve  to  a  blue  solution  containing  a 
double  salt  of  ammonium  and  cupric  oxide. 

The  conclusion  which  is  inevitable  from  the 
above  premises,  is  that  in  the  direct  examination, 
with  Fehling's  solution,  of  a  urine  containing  am- 
moniac carbonate,  a  considerable  quantity  of  sugar 
may  escape  detection,  depending  entirely  on  the 
amount  of  ammonium  salt  present.  It  would  thus 
be  very  easy  to  overlook  the  presence  of  one  to  two 
per  cent  of  sugar,  and  only  the  characteristic  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  leave  no  room  for  doubt.  Does 
the  physician  realize  that  he  has  now  to  contend 
with  an  enemy  which  he  should  have  unmasked  in 
its  infancy  and  weakness  ? 

If  a  sample  of  urine  having  an  alkaline  reaction 
be  heated  with  lime  water  or  any  of  the  fixed 
alkaline  hydrates,  ammonia  will  be  developed  in 
most  all  cases,  readily  ascertained  by  the  occur- 
rence of  white  fumes,  when  a  rod  moistened  with 
hydrochloric  acid  is  held  over  it. 

In  such  a  case  a  preliminary  treatment  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  remove  the  objectionable  element. 
Evaporate  the  urine  to  the  consistence  of  syrup, 
as  in  Neubauer  and  Vogel's  method,  extract  from 
the  syrup  all  matter  soluble  in  alcohol,  mix  the  fil- 
tered alcoholic  solution  with  alcoholic  potassa, 
which  will  precipitate  a  potassium  saccharate  in- 
soluble in  strong  spirit. 

If  only  minute  traces  of  sugar  are  present,  the 
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liquid  should  be  left  at  rest  for  several  hours  to 
allow  of  complete  precipitation  of  the  compound. 
The  alcoholic  liquid  is  now  to  be  removed  by  filtra- 
tion or  decantation  and  the  residue  dissolved  in 
water  and  then  tested  with  Fehhng's  solution  in 
the  usual  way. 

A  novel  and  elegant  improvement  in  the  method 
of  testing  has  been  devised  by  Bilz  (see  Fresenius 
Zeitschrift,  1877,  p.  247).  To  a  concentrated  so- 
lution of  ammonia  salt,  a  few  drops  of  Fehling's 
solution  are  added  and  the  liquid  heated  to  the 
boiling  point.  The  urine  to  be  examined  is  now 
carefully  poured  over  this  heated  liquid,  which  by 
its  high  specific  gravity  prevents  an  intermingling 
of  the  fluids.  The  reduction  of  the  copper  solution 
can  now  be  observed  very  sharply  and  clearly  at 
the  line  of  junction  of  the  two  liquids. 

Cascara  Sagrada. 

By  A.  Eddmon,  M.  D.,  Tontagany,  Ohio. 

IN  this  communication  I  shall  endeavor  to  con- 
vince Dr.  Gibbons,  of  California,  and  the  edi- 
tor of  Mr.  Tilden's  journal,  that  cascara  sagrada 
has  been  known  and  was  used  for  constipation  five 
hundred  years  ago. 

A  Peter  de  Chrescentius,  published  at  Bologna, 
in  the  thirteenth  century,  a  botanic  work,  and  on 
page  97  he  speaks  about  anorvus,  which  is  the 
rhamnus  purshiana,  translated  in  latter  years  by 
other  writers  which  I  shall  mention  in  my  com- 
munication. He  recommended  the  inner  bark  of 
anorvus  for  constipation.  In  the  following  botanic 
and  medical  works  you  will  find  cascara  sagrada 
called  by  the  names  of  rhamnus  purshiana,  rham- 
nus sageretae  and  sagersete  bark : 

Joach.  Mathiolus  (botanic  work  published  at 
Nurenberg,  1621  ;  p.  87). 

Kasp,  Schwenkfeld  (Stirpium  et  Fossilium  Sile- 
sise  Catalogus,  1607). 

Remb.  Dodonacus  (botanic  work,  Antwerp, 
1616;  p.  784). 

Kasp.  Hoffman  (De  Med.  Officin.,  Frankfurt, 
1630;  p.  30). 

Kasp.  Rojus  (Histor.  Plantarum,  London,  1696; 
p.  1604). 

Joh.  Jac.  Woyt  (Schatzkammer  Med.  u.  Naturl. 
Dinge,  Leipzig,  1699;  p.  374). 

Earth  Zorn  (Botanologia  Medica,   Berlin,   1714; 

p.  44). 

Drs.  Vogel  et  Gottingen  (Hist.  Mat.  Medic. 
Lugd.  Bot.,  1757;  p.  299). 

C.  Linne  (Amvenitates  Academicse,  vol.  7,  ed.  2, 
p.  299). 

Andr.  Jos.  Stift  (Pr.  Heilmitt.  Wien,  1792;  vol. 
2,  p.  189). 

Sam.  Hahneman  (Apotheker  Lexicon,  Leipzig, 
1793;  vol.  2,  page  286). 

The  above  authors  recommend  cascara  sagrada 
as  a  light  cathartic  for  constipation,  all  disorders  of 
the  alimentary  canal,  etc..  which  will  cause  no 
griping  pain  or  catharsis. 

Why  was  it  called  sacred  bark  ?  I  shall  quote 
from  Pausanias,  vol.  3,  p.  14.  He  says:  "  Aeku- 
lap  held  the  tree  sacred,  and  Bion,  who  was  su- 
perstitious, had  branches  from  the  rhamnus  purshi- 
ana fastened  over  his  door." 

Diogenes  Laertius  (vol.  4,  p.  57)  says  :  "Branches 
and  bark  of  the  rhamnus  pursh.  were  burned  as 
a  sacred  offering  in  front  of  houses  where  a  person 
had  died," 

The  Romans  got  acquainted  with  rhamnus  pur- 
shiana under  Augustus  Reg.  through  Consul  Sex- 
tus  Papirius. 

The  presumption  is,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of 
rhamnus  purshiana  in  latter  years,  it  was  not 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  medical  profession. 


When  I  was  a  resident  of  Chili  I  used  what  the 
natives  called  "sacred  tree  bark,"  but  was  never 
able  in  those  days  to  find  the  botanic  name  for  said 
bark,  but  we  should  be  very  thankful  to  Dr.  Bundy 
for  introducing  cascara  sagrada,  the  great  consti- 
pation remedy,  to  the  medical  profession.  At  last, 
I  must  say  I  have  used  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid 
extract  of  cascara  sagrada  for  the  abov^e  named 
diseases  which  I  mentioned  in  this  article,  with  sat- 
isfactory results. 


Cereus  Bonplandii. 

By  Richard  E.  Kunze,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

THE  unprecedented  demand  for  cereus  bonplan- 
dii, one  of  the  many  cacti  introduced  by  the 
writer,  on  account  of  its  well-earned  reputation  as 
a  nerve  sedative  has  been  followed  by  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  to  keep  up  a  sufficient  supply.  The 
slow  growth  of  such  plants,  and  the  fruitless  en- 
deavor to  obtain  enough  of  stock  for  prospective 
propagation  is  already  seriously  felt.  \Vc  deem  it 
a  duty  in  the  interest  of  the  profession  and  for  the 
sake  of  suffering  humanity  not  to  let  this  plant  pass 
out  of  existence.  One  thing  however  is  certain, 
that  if  the  present  demand  for  this  drug  much 
longer  continues,  it  will  be  entirely  exhausted  in  a 
time  not  far  distant.  There  are  other  species  how- 
ever of  the  genus  cereus  already  introduced, 
which  will  supply  the  loss  of  this  established  drug, 
if  such  be  its  fate.  From  the  clinical  experience 
the  writer  has  had  in  the  treatment  of  cardiac  dis- 
ease during  the  past  ten  years  of  an  active  life,  he 
can  assure  the  profession  that  the  total  loss  of  so 
sovereign  a  remedy  would  leave  a  wide  gap  in  car- 
diac therapeutics,  unless  we  could  substitute  and 
fill  the  vacancy  with  a  similar  reliable  agent. 

It  is  now  several  years  since  the  thought  struck 
me  whether  or  not  other  species  of  cereus  might 
not  possess  similar  properties.  As  a  result  of 
many  investigations  made  in  that  direction,  it  has 
been  found  that  in  Cereus  MacDonaldice  or  Mrs. 
McDonald's  great  night-flowering  cereus,  we  have 
another  safe  and  reliable  cardiac  remedy.  Having 
tried  this  remedy  and  not  found  it  wanting,  it  is  now 
offered  to  the  medical  profession,  thereby  hoping 
to  divert  the  demand  from  our  old  friend  cereus 
bonplandii. 

In  the  ever  increasing  demand  for  some  new 
remedy,  the  progressive  physician  without  a  doubt 
gives  his  closest  attention  to  this  matter.  The 
practitioner  who  seizes  upon  the  truth  wherever 
found  will  add  to  the  laurels  of  his  noble  profes- 
sion. Hence  all  sovereign  and  reliable  preparations 
must  lead  to  the  championship  of  a  competitive  and 
honorable  practice.  America  takes  the  lead  in  the 
field  of  therapeutics,  and  this  is  conceded  by  the 
entire  medical  profession  of  Europe.  No  doubt 
this  is  partly  due  to  the  readiness  with  which  our 
physicians  try  all  new  and  good  things. 

The  properties  of  cereus  MacDonaldicB  may  be 
summed  up  to  be  cardiac  stimulant  and  nerve  se- 
dative. The  feeble  heart  so  often  met  with  in 
anaemic  conditions  is  stimulated  to  the  normal 
activity,  and  the  irritable,  over-taxed  organ  again 
restored  to  its  equilibrium  by  indirect  action 
this  remedy  exerts  in  controlling  excitability  of  the 
cardiac  nerve  centers.  This  enables  the  physician 
to  use  this  drug  in  both  functional  and  organic 
affections  of  the  heart. 

For  the  accommodation  of  the  profession  and 
drug  trade  I  have  placed  all  available  stock  of 
cereus  bonplandii  and  cereus  MacDonaldia  at  the 
disposition  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  a  house  well  enough  known  for  fair  and 
honest  dealing. 
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Kava  Kava  in  Gonorrhoea. 

By  C.  C.  SwiTZER,  M.  D.,  Macomb,  Ohio. 

1WILL  endeavor  to  comply  with  your  request 
and  report  you  my  experience  with  kava-kava 
for  gleet  or  chronic  gonorrhea.  I  will  give  you  the 
result  of  my  worst  case,  which  was  surely  a  severe 
test.  It  was  of  eighteen  months'  standing,  and  had 
successfully  resisted  all  treatment  that  had  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  with  copaiba,  cubebs,  can- 
tharides,  chlorate  of  potash,  iron,  ergot  and  injec- 
tions without  number,  a  good  quantity  of  which  I 
had  ordered  myself.  I  had  about  given  it  up  in 
despair  when  I  concluded  to  send  an  order  for 
a  half  pound  of  fluid  extract  kava-kava  and  give  it 
a  trial.  The  result  was  most  glorious,  for  after 
using  about  two  ounces  in  forty-drop  doses,  in  a 
goblet  full  of  water,  twice  daily,  the  patient  declared 
himself  sound  and  well,  and  which  has  certainly 
proved  to  be  the  case,  for  he  has  not  felt  a  symp- 
tom of  the  return  of  the  disease  for  the  last  six 
months,  and  the  organs  have  full  venereal  power. 
He  was  also  relieved  at  the  same  time  of  a  trouble- 
some cough  that  had  existed  for  several  years, 
which  led  me  to  think  it  was  a  superior  tonic  for 
the  mucous  membranes  generally,  and  to  the  subse- 
quent use  of  it  in  several  cases  of  leucorrhcea  and 
always  with  success.  I  have  always  used  it  alone 
and  uncombined  with  any  other  drug,  so  the  result 
must  be  credited  to  kava-kava  alone. 


Veratrum    in    Puerperal    Convulsions. 

By  Levi  Thorp,  M.  D.,  Colfax,  Ind. 

BEING  a  reader  of  New  Preparations,  and 
wishing  to  give  my  experience  of  the  use  of 
veratrum  in  puerperal  convulsions,  I  will  mention 
a  case  that  came  under  my  observation: 

On  the  night  of  December  20th,  1878,  I  was 
called  to  the  bedside  of  Mrs.  Amanda  W.  I  found 
her  in  labor,  the  labor  being  of  short  duration. 
All  went  well,  but  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of 
December,  just  three  days  after,  I  was  again 
called.  I  found  her  in  the  following  condition, 
viz.:  pulse  full  and  hard,  running  one  hundred; 
heavy,  laborious  breathing.  Before  I  got  there 
she  had  had  three  convulsions.  After  being 
by  her  bedside  for  a  few  minutes,  she  had  one 
more  convulsion.  I  immediately  sent  for  H.  W. 
Vale,  M.  D.  Upon  his  arrival  we  adminis- 
tered specific  tincture  of  veratrum  viride,  in  tea- 
spoonful  doses,  every  fifteen  minutes,  until  relaxa- 
tion took  place.  The  convulsions  disappeared, 
there  being  no  recurrence  of  the  same.  Next 
morning,  there  being  slight  symptoms  of  returning 
convulsions,  we  immediately  resumed  the  veratrum 
in  about  half  the  sized  dozes  given  previously. 
They  immediately  disappeared,  and,  after  remain- 
ing unconscious  for  about  three  days,  she  began 
rapidly  to  recover,  and  is  in  apparent  good  health. 


Grindelia  Robusta  in  Asthma. 

By  Dr.  Wallace,  Superintendent  Texas  State  Lunatic  Asylum. 

HAVING  observed  remarkable  remedial  prop- 
erties of  grindelia  robusta  in  an  obstinate 
case  of  asthma  under  my  observation,  I  take  pleas- 
ure in  adding  a  report  of  the  case  to  the  large  ac- 
cumulation of  testimony  already  offered  in  favor 
of  the  Californian  drug.  The  patient,  Mr.  John  W. 
Glenn,  civil  engineer  and  architect,  of  Austin, 
Texas,  is  a  gentleman  of  fine  scholastic  attain- 
ments, and  so  amply  qualified  to  express  an  intelli- 
gent opinion,  that  I  cannot  do  better  than  to  sub- 
mit the  following  statement  of  his  case  from  his 
own  pen : 


I  have  been  for  nearly  twenty  years  an  occa- 
sional sufferer  from  asthma,  some  of  the  attacks 
characterized  by  such  violent  paroxysms  as  have 
probably  never  been  exceeded.  '  My  physique  is 
good  ;  temperament,  nervo-bilious  ;  habits,  good  ; 
vitality,  very  large;  age  43.  Never  impaired  my 
nervous  or  physical  capital  by  excesses  ;  have  had 
yellow  fever  twice,  and,  during  childhood  and 
youth,  all  the  customary  diseases  incident  to  that 
time  of  life.  All  things  considered,  I  am  proba- 
bly a  patient  on  whom  medicine  could  operate 
as  free  from  collateral  embarrassments  as  any 
person  living.  At  your  suggestion  I  procured 
about  two  ounces  of  fluid  extract  grindelia 
robusta,  to  be  taken  in  doses  of  from  20  to  60 
drops,  and  in  about  one  week  after  was  awakened 
at  about  one  o'clock  at  night  with  a  very  distress- 
ing paroxysm.  Mrs.  Glenn  gave  me  30  drops  in 
about  two  tablespoonfuls  of  water.  Within  a  very 
few  seconds  after  taking  it,  the  strain  of  the  par- 
oxysm disappeared,  and  excessive  expectoration 
resulted.  In  about  twenty  minutes  thereafter  the 
paroxysm  began  again,  and  in  exactly  one  half- 
hour  Mrs.  Glenn  gave  me  twenty  more  drops,  with 
the  same  result  as  before,  with  this  addition,  that 
in  about  twenty  minutes  after  taking  the  second 
dose,  nausea  was  experienced,  followed  by  vomit- 
ing, and  soon  after  a  profound  and  satisfactory 
sleep  of  about  twelve  hours. 

On  two  occasions  since  I  have  taken  20  drops 
when  first  threatened,  and  in  each  case  drove  it 
off.  Indeed,  so  pronounced  was  its  influence  in 
my  case,  that  I  have  sent  word  to  several  others 
who  are  afflicted  with  asthma  that  when  attacked 
to  send  for  me,  and  I  would  give  of  what  I  had  as 
long  as  it  lasted.  My  purpose  is  to  satisfy  my 
mind  as  to  its  value  in  such  a  number  of  cases  as 
will  divest  the  matter  of  all  doubt. 

My  two  ounces  are  all  there  are  in  this  city,  and 
I  think  you  ought  to  send  for  a  further  supply, 
so  it  can  be  accessible  to  the  suffering. 


Jaborandi. 

By  C.  M.  Galloway,  M.  D.,  Xenia,  O. 

ABOUT  the  first  of  the  year,  a  gentleman  came 
to  my  office  for  treatment,  who  had  during 
the  past  eight  years  been  suffering  from  "  kidney 
trouble,"  as  he  called  it,  and  who  had  been  under 
the  care  of  a  number  of  physicians  of  all  schools, 
and  from  whom  he  had  obtained,  at  most,  only 
temporary  relief.  The  urine  was  more  than  nor- 
mal in  quantity,  and  in  color  was  quite  unhealthy. 
Upon  testing,  albumen  in  small  quantities  was  found, 
as  was  also  sugar. 

The  patient  complained  of  constant  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  kidneys,  on  both  sides  of  the  spinal 
column,  very  much  aggravated  when  he  attempted 
to  lift  any  thing  requiring  much  exertion.  At  the 
time  he  came  under  my  observation,  he  had  been 
at  work  for  a  few  days  previous,  and  latterly  had 
been  suffering  day  and  night.  From  the  history 
of  the  case  I  learned  that  his  father  had  also  been 
similarly  troubled,  at  about  his  own  age. 

I  immediately  put  him  upon  a  prescription  of 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fl.  ext.  jaborandi,  to  be  taken 
three  times  daily,  after  meals,  and  at  bed  time. 
This  treatment  has  since  been  faithfully  kept  up 
and  with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  After  the 
first  week  the  improvement  was  quite  marked,  and 
to-day  my  patient  feels  quite  well  indeed.  He  con- 
tinues to  use  it  in  smaller  quantities  daily,  and  with 
the  combination  of  cascara  sagrada,  for  the  bowels, 
simply  to  ward  off  the  return  of  the  old  "  kidney 
trouble."  In  this  chronic  case  jaborandi  has  cer- 
tainly done  all  that  could  have  been  expected  of  it. 


86 


NE,IV  PREPARATIONS. 


[April,  1879 


At  another  time,  in  a  case  of  diabetes  insipidus, 
the  administration  of  jaborandi  (fl.  ext.)  gave 
prompt  relief  within  one  week  from  date  of  giving. 

I  have  given  it  also  in  a  number  of  cases  of  poly- 
uria, and  where  the  kidneys  seemed  to  be  congested, 
and  have  uniformly  obtained  relief. 


Eucalyptus  in  Inflammation  of  Lungs. 

By  G.  W.  Mallory.M.  D.,  Lowell,  Mich. 

MRS.  R.,  aged  45,  sanguino-nervous  tempera- 
ment, frail  constitution  and  predisposed  to 
lung  affections,  and  has  had  several  attacks  of  asth- 
ma during  the  past  eight  or  ten  years,  was  taken 
sick  with  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  compHcated 
with  pleurisy  over  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung. 
The  disease  was  ushered  in  with  a  chill  of  two 
hours'  duration  ;  then  fever.  Her  left  lung  was  the 
worst.  The  neighbors  thought  she  could  not  re- 
cover, as  they  thought  she  had  consumption.  But 
she  is  making  a  good  recovery,  after  being  treated 
about  three  weeks.  I  gave  her  the  following  for- 
mula most  of  the  time: 

5.   Eucalyptus,  fl.  ext.,  jj. 
Glycerine,    5J- 
Simple  syrup,  5J- 

Mix.     Teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 
When  the  bowels  are  constipated,  I  give  : 

5.     Cascara  sagrada,  fl.  ex.,  5j. 
Aro.  syr.  rhubarb,  5J- 

Mix.  Take  one-half  to  one  teaspoonful  every 
four  hours. 

The  balsamic  properties  of  eucalyptus,  and  also 
its  antiseptic  properties,  make  it  a  valuable  medi- 
cine in  all  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  mucous 
membranes  of  the  human  economy,  whether  acute 
or  chronic.  It  has  a  marked  influence  also  on  the 
organs  of  excretion,  eliminating  through  them  the 
deleterious  matters  in  the  circulation ;  hence  it 
arouses  the  kidneys  to  a  greater  action  ;  it  is  also 
a  stimulant  to  the  liver.     Eucalyptus,  I  think,  may 


be  classed  as  an  alterative,  as  it  seems  to  act  well 
in  almost  all  chronic  affections  in  my  hands.  I 
will  write  again. 


Gibbons  vs.  Bundy. 

By  Edward   Chiles,  M.  D.,  Ph.  G.* 

HAVING  noticed  an  article  written  for  the  Pa- 
cific  Medical  and  Surgical  "Journal,  by  Dr. 
W.  P.  Gibbons,  reflecting  on  Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy,  of 
Oakland,  Cal.,  I  think  a  few  words  in  defense  of  that 
hard  student  and  accomplished  physician  by  one 
who  knew  him  personally  in  California,  will  be  in 
order,  as  it  will  also  be  to  refute  Dr.  Gibbons's  accu- 
sation of  "  pretension,"  and  other  unjust  charges. 
While  engaged  in  ihe  drug  business  in  Oakland, 
Cal.,  I  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Bundy.  I 
found  him  to  be  an  educated  gentleman,  a  physi- 
cian of  the  highest  order,  and  in  many  respects  a 
man  of  advanced  ideas.  As  an  investigator  of 
the  properties  of  the  many  valuable  herbal  reme- 
dies of  the  Pacific  slope  (of  whose  medicinal  vir- 
tues Dr.  Gibbons  has  never  informed  us)  Dr. 
Bundy  is  eminently  qualified.  From  personal  ob- 
servation in  California  I  know  that  the  remedies  of 
which  Dr.  Bundy  has  written  are  very  popular 
with  Californians,  who  know  them  by  their  Span- 
ish names. 

Yerba  buena,  yerba  santa,  grindelia  robusta, 
berberis  aquifolium,  cascara  sagrada  and  yerba 
reuma  were  in  active  demand  while  I  was  in 
California,  and  are  now,  I  opine,  from  an  advertise- 
ment of  a  prominent  San  Francisco  drug  house. 
From  my  personal  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Bundy 
I  can  see  no  reason  for  the  unjust  attack  of  Dr. 
Gibbons,  except  professional  jealousy.  Inclosed 
you  will  find  a  "  cautionary  slip  "  from  a  rival  Cin- 
cinnati firm.f     It  is  easy  to  perceive  their  animus. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Feb.  6,  1879. 

♦Graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  formerly 
First  Vice  President  of  the  Alumni  Association,  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy ;  former  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Pharmacy  in  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Pharmacy  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

t  W.  S.  Merrell  &  Co. 


Correspondence. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  tried  the  cascara,  and  find  it  a  safe,  easy 
and  efficient  cathartic.  It  is  a  desirable,  and,  I  may 
say,  an  invaluable  remedial  agent,  long  needed,  and 
not  until  recently  supplied ;  if  furnished  in  its 
purity,  and  not  adulterated,  as  many  of  our  reme- 
dies are,  we  have  reason  to  feel  grateful  that  we 
can  rely  upon  its  virtues,  thus  being  relieved  from 
that  load  of  care  and  anxiety  which  practitioners 
so  often  feel  in  the  uncertain  action  of  medicines. 
I  remain  yours  respectfully, 

A.  E.  McDONELL,  M.  D. 

Galesburg,  111.,  March  20. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

Since  writing  last  to  you  I  have  tested  the  cas- 
cara sagrada  in  my  practice,  and  find  it  very  valu- 
able in  constipation  and  dyspepsia. 

Our  Kansas  grindelia  lancelata  is  as  valuable  as 
its  brethren,  the  grindelia  squarrosa  and  grindelia 
robusta.  As  yet  I  have  not  learned  much  of  its 
therapeutic  properties. 

The  verbena  hastata  has  been  used  in  my  practice 
in  many  cases  of  obstinate  intermittents  with  suc- 
cess the  past  year ;  also  the  lespedeza  capitata,  a 


new  remedy  for  the  same  infirmity  and  for  consti- 
pation. I  have  tested  successfully  the  sabbatia 
stellaris.  I  continue  to  use  it  in  my  practice  with 
more  and  more  confidence  as  I  become  acquainted 
with  it.  If  it  could  be  prepared  in  an  elixir  with 
the  chloride  of  iron,  the  preparation  would  be  a 
valuable  one.  The  sabbatia  is  destined  to  become 
a  very  popular  remedy.  Hoping  for  your  success, 
I  am,  etc.,  W.  S.  NEWLON,  M.  D. 

Oswego,  Kans. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

My  attention  is  called  in  your  columns  to  fl.  ext. 
cascara  sagrada,  which  I  am  satisfied  will  prove  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  our  already  extensive  list  of 
new  remedies. 

I  have  for  a  number  of  years  been  prescribing 
the  alcoholic  tinct.  of  cascara  sagrada  in  cases  of 
malarial  cachexia  and  enlarged  spleen,  with  the  very 
happiest  results  ;  in  fact  it  has  effected  a  perma- 
nent cure  in  quite  a  number  of  instances  when  all 
other  standard  remedies  had  failed. 

The  remedy  came  to  my  knowledge  through  an 
old  citizen,  who  obtained  it  from  Mexicans,  a  rem- 
nant  of    whom  still  reside  in  adjoining  county 


April,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


87 


(Nacogdoches).  The  botanical  name  was  un- 
known to  me  {rhamnus  purshiana).  We  only 
knew  it  as  chittem  wood,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  it 
is  the  identical  tree,  or  genuine  rhamnus  purshiana. 

C.  C.  FRANCIS,  M.  D. 
Rusk,  Texas,  March  14,  1879. 

Our  correspondent  has  been  misled  by  erroneous 
spelling,  to  confound  the  "  shittim  "  tree  (rhamnus 
purshiana)  of  the  Pacific  coast,  with  the  "  chittim  " 
tree  of  Texas.  The  latter  is  evidently  not  of  the 
rhamnus  family,  though  at  present  writing  we  can- 
not locate  it  botanically. — [Ed.] 


Oxytocic,  Cascara,  Etc. 

In  reference  to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  John  Spere, 
p.  1 1 ,  of  the  January  number,  I  beg  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing statements  : 

The  form  "  oxytoxic,"  at  p.  99  of  the  October 
number  of  New  Preparations,  was  either  a 
mistake  or  misprint.  Oxytocic,  though  (as  far  as 
I  know)  a  modern  form,  is  right.  It  is  an  adjec- 
tive, but  may  be  used  sometimes  as  a  substantive. 
The  true  Greek  term  is  oxutokion,  originally  itself 
an  adjective,  requiring  such  word  as  pharmakon 
(a  drug)  to  follow  it,  either  expressed  or  under- 
stood. Oxutokion,  which  in  Latin  is  oxytocium, 
and,  of  course,  the  same  in  English  as  in  Latin,  is 
interpreted  as  "  a  medicine  to  procure  quick  de- 
livery." The  Greek  term  is  to  be  found  in  the 
works  (ii,  194)  of  Dioscorides,  the  physician,  who 
wrote  in  Greek,  and  is  supposed  to  have  flourished 
about  A.  D.  100,  for  which  reason  I  would  much 
prefer  the  use  of  oxytocium  as  the  substantive. 
The  adjective  oxytocic  is  quite  legitimate  in  form. 

I  confess  that  our  scientific  terminology  is  very 


unsatisfactory,  not  only  requiring  an  amount  of 
education  beyond  the  reach  of  an  ordinary  profes- 
sional person  to  comprehend  the  words  and  make 
good  use  of  them,  but  turning  out  before  the 
scholar's  eye  to  be,  after  all,  a  collection  of 
clumsy  and  imperfect  nomenclature.  The  Eng- 
lish language  is  incapable  of  supplying  us 
with  scientific  terms;  the  Latin  added  to  it. 
makes  it  but  a  Httle  better,  and  the  Greek, 
though  by  itself  a  splendid,  powerful  and  re- 
plete language,  somehow  or  other  fails  to  ac- 
commodate our  need.  I  can  well  fancy  how  oxy- 
tocic, and  a  legion  of  other  words,  whose  mean- 
ings are  far  away  from  being  apparent,  would 
stagger  the  understanding  of  any  man  who  is  not 
saturated  with  Greek  (I  do  not  refer  to  Dr.  Spere), 
and  offer  him  a  task  to  be  overcome  only  by  a 
difficult  mnemonic  process,  which,  being  per- 
formed, is  to  him  little  more  than  a  parrot's  lesson. 
If  the  English  tongue  were  a  language  truly,  we 
should  not  require  such  term  as  oxytocic,  but  a 
compound  term  out  of  the  vernacular's  own  re- 
sources, the  meaning  of  which  would  be  apparent 
at  first  sight. 

While  no  one  can  deny  the  truth  of  my  re- 
marks, I  will  add  that  since  we  have  the  difficulty  on 
our  hands,  not  soon  to  be  removed,  we  may  as  well 
make  the  best  of  it,  and  make  all  efforts  to  purify 
and  perfect  our  scientific  terminology.  I  like  the 
term  cascara  sagrada,  and  rhamnus  is  agreeable 
to  me ;  but  as  ior  Purshiana,  the  gods  help  the  man 
who  thus  profaned  the  page  of  botanology,  and 
many  others  who  have  presumed  to  do  like  things. 
I  shall  call  the  name  of  this  plant  rhamnus  cascara 
sagrada,  and  reject  Purshiana  as  a  mongrel  ex- 
pression. The  Spanish  in  this  case  is  good  enough 
to  associate  with  the  Latin. 

JAMES  DAVIES,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

Lincoln  Centre,  Me.,  March  27,  1879. 


88 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


[April,  1879 


New  Preparations. 


WILLIAM  BRODIE,  M.  D., 
Eiditor. 


DETROIT,  MICH.,  APRIL  15TH,  1879. 


GEO.  S.  DAVIS,  Publisher. 


Editorial. 


Commencement  at  Ann  Arbor. 

yy^  HE  29th  annual  commencement  of  the  grad- 
uating class  in  the  department  of  medicine 
("''  and  surgery  in  the  University  of  Michigan, 
was  held  in  the  University  Hall,  March  26,  1879, 
when  the  following  young  gentlemen  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  President, 
Hon.  Jas.  B.  Angell,  LL.  D.: 

Herman  Augustus  Bailey,  Marlboro,  Mass. ; 
Charles  F.  Bennett,  Wayne;  William  R.  Cullen, 
Beaver  Dam,  Wis.  ;  Charles  Fremont  Dight,  Mer- 
cer, Pa. ;  Benjamin  Logan  Euans,  M.  S.,  Watseka, 
111. ;  Lewis  Alfred  Flexer,  Tamaqua,  Pa. ;  Edward 
Lawton  Fosdick,  Butler,  Ind. ;  Louis  C.  Fuller, 
P.  C,  Brighton  ;  George  Austin  Harding,  Sault 
Ste.  Marie ;  Charles  Everett  Hebard,  Grand 
Rapids  ;  Calvin  Joy  Hilliker,  Canandaigua  ;  James 
Porter  Howard,  Montpelier,  Ind.  ;  Frank  Jackson 
Hubbard,  P.  C,  Galesburg ;  John  Jones  Hudson, 
Sydney,  Australia ;  Reynold  Jerome  Kirkland, 
Grand  Rapids ;  Ora  Manly,  Deerfield  ;  James  Cur- 
tis Miller,  Sarpy  Centre,  Neb.  ;  James  Patterson 
Orr,  West  Newton,  Pa.  ;  Byron  Heston  Ovenshire, 
Dundee,  N.  Y. ;  Louis  Michael  Plessner,  Saginaw ; 
Thomas  Jefferson  Ritter,  Milton,  Pa. ;  Frank  H. 
Rorick,  Wauseon,  O. ;  Orville  Lemon  Rowe,  Dans- 
ville,  N.  Y. ;  Henry  Albert  Shurtleff,  Ann  Arbor  ; 
William  Henry  Smith,  Ph.  D.,  Ann  Arbor ;  Ralph 
Tenney  Sowdon,  fronton,  Pa. ;  Wyllys  Seaman 
Walkley,  Hendersonville  ;  Thomas  Herman  Wil- 
cox, New  York  City ;  Antoinette  Williams,  Law- 
rence, Kan. ;  W.  A.  S.  Williams,  Horton  ;  Frank- 
lin William  Wilson,  Edgeworth,  Ontario  ;  Arthur 
Leland  Worden,  Ann  Arbor.     Total,  32. 

These  young  men  had  finished  their  course  of 
lectures  and  instruction  on  the  old  system  of  six 
months,  and  hence  were  entitled  to  graduate.  The 
time  of  the  balance  of  the  class  will  not  expire 
until  the  last  of  June  at  the  regular  college  com- 
mencement, as  the  session  is  now  extended  to 
nine  months,  or  the  entire  college  year,  commenc- 
ing Oct.  1st,  and  continuing  until  the  last  of  June 
following. 

The  medical  profession  of  the  State,  being  deeply 
interested  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  in  the  standing  of  its  graduates,  have 
long  urged  the  propriety  of  a  higher  standard  of 
graduation.  To  this  the  honorable  the  Board  of 
Regents  assented,  and  at  their  meeting  in  June, 
1878,  through  their  committee   on  the  medical  de- 


partment, reported  the  following  recommendation, 
which  was  adopted,  viz. : 

"  That  from  and  after  the  present  commence- 
ment, two  doctors  of  medicine,  citizens  of  the 
State,  and  in  professional  accord  with  the  depart- 
ment of  medicine  and  surgery  of  the  University, 
shall  be  annually  appointed  Examiners  by  the 
Board  of  Regents  at  the  June  meeting,  and  they 
shall  act  with  the  faculty  of  said  department  at 
the  next  succeeding  examination  of  candidates  for 
graduation  in  that  department,  and  shall  jointly 
with  such  faculty  report  to  the  Board  of  Regents 
the  names  of  such  candidates  for  graduation  as 
they  may  deem  worthy." 

Dr.  Wm.  Brodie,  of  Detroit,  and  Dr.  Homer  O. 
Hitchcock,  of  Kalamazoo,  were  appointed  as  such 
examiners,  and  accepted  the  position. 

The  class  just  graduated  were  carefully  examined 
by  these  gentlemen,  who,  being  entire  strangers  to 
the  whole  number,  were  without  any  bias.  They 
dheerfully  indorsed  the  recommendation  of  the 
faculty  for  degrees  to  those  who  were  found  worthy. 
Of  the  thirty-seven  applicants,  five  failed  to  receive 
their  approval,  this  being  a  much  larger  per  cent 
of  "  plucking  "  than  in  former  classes. 

The  Board  of  Regents  and  the  medical  faculty 
mean  that  the  teaching  and  requirements  for 
graduation  shall  meet  the  approval  of  the  profes- 
sion of  the  State,  than  whom  none  stand  higher  in 
the  great  galaxy  of  States. 

Many  thanks  are  due  by  the  profession  to  the 
medical  committee  and  its  efficient  chairman.  Dr. 
Charles  Rynd,  of  Adrian,  for  their  interest  in  ad- 
vanced medical  education. 


Obituary. 

DIED — In  the  city  of  Washington,  Friday, 
March  14th,  John  M.  Woodworth,  M.  D., 
Supervising  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States 
Marine  Hospital  Service.  The  Medical  Record 
informs  us  that  "  within  a  week  of  his  death  he 
was  seized  with  typhoid  pneumonia,  complicated 
with  erysipelas,  and  being  already  much  worn 
down  by  the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  his  re- 
maining vital  energies  rapidly  succumbed.  His 
untimely  death  will  be  greatly  regretted  by  the 
medical  profession  and  his  many  personal  friends. 
He  was  an  enthusiast  on  marine  and  hospital  hy- 
giene, and  the  efficiency  of  our  marine  hospitals 
is  due  to  his  executive  ability.  The  creation  of 
the  National  Health  Bureau  is  chiefly  due  to  him. 
Death  closed  his  labors  while  in  his  harness." 
Requiescat. 

Dr.  Robert  C.  Foster  died  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
on  the  iith  of  Jan.,  1879. 

Again  has  death  stepped  in  and  taken  away  an- 
other old  friend  and  professional  brother.  Our 
acquaintance  began  in  1856,  when  the  American 
Medical  Association  met  in  this  city.  Dr.  F.  was 
then  elected  as  secretary,  to  serve  at  the  Nashville 
meeting  the  following  year.     We  cannot  forget  the 
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cordial  greeting  given  us  in  that  city  by  the  doctor 
and  his  friends.  We  sorrow  with  them  in  their 
sorrow.  A  talented  physician  and  a  courteous, 
warm-hearted  gentleman  has  gone  to  that  bourne 
from  which  no  one  returns. 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association. 

THE  30th  annual  session  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  will  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  commencing  Tuesday,  May  6th, 
at  1 1  A.  M.  Dr.  Theophilus  Parvin  is  president  and 
Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson  is  the  permanent  secretary. 

The  following  gentlemen  having  signified  their 
intention  of  attending  this  session,  have  been 
appointed  delegates  from  the  State  Medical  Society, 
viz. : 

Dr.  Wm.  Brodie,  of  Detroit. 

"  E.  S.  Dunster,  Ann  Arbor. 

"  E.  F.  Chester,  Cedar  Springs. 

"  C.  V.  Beebe,  Howell. 

"  L.  Connor,  Detroit. 

"  C.  H.  Lewis,  Jackson. 

"  A.  G.  Sinclair,  Detroit. 

"  G.  W.  Topping,  De  Witt. 

"  M.  W.  Tomlinson,  Battle  Creek. 

"  Foster  Pratt,  Kalamazoo. 

"  C.  G.  Cruikshank,  Howell. 

"  Eugene  Smith,  Detroit. 

"  H.  Topper,  Bay  City. 

"  J.  H.  Jerome,  Saginaw. 

Fare  from  Detroit  to  Atlanta  and  return,  $41.05  ; 
from  Jackson,  Michigan,  to  Atlanta  and  return, 
I42.00. 


Additional  Evidence. 

OUR  readers  will  please  pardon  us  for  recalling 
the  controversy  on  the  subject  of  California 
new  remedies,  by  the  introduction  of  the  follow- 
ing correspondence,  which  explains  itself : 

C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D.,  Editor  Medical  Ad- 
vance : 

My  Dear  Sir — As  it  has  been  insinuated  in 
certain  professional  circles  that  either  Dr.  Bundy, 
of  California,  or  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  have  been 
guilty  of  willful  misstatements,  relative  to  the  des- 
ignation of  the  plants  cascara  sagrada  and  yerba 
reuma,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  address  you,  as 
former  editor  of  New  Preparations,  on  the  sub- 
ject. During  the  period  of  the  introduction  of 
these  remedies  you  were  in  charge  of  the  editorial 
department  of  this  journal,  and,  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  must  have  known  of  any  mis- 
representations, had  there  been  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  state,  for  the  benefit 
of  our  readers,  what  is  your  knowledge  and  belief 
in  the  premises,  and  oblige. 

Very  truly  yours, 

GEORGE  S.  DAVIS. 

George  S.  Davis,   Publisher  of    New   Prepara- 
tions : 

Dear  Sir — In  response  to  your  communication 
of  the  20th  inst.,  relative  to  the  introduction  of 
cascara  sagrada  and  yerba  reuma  to  the   profes- 


sion, when  I  was  editor  of  New  Prepara- 
tions, allow  me  to  say  that,  to  my  knowledge, 
neither  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  nor  Dr.  Bundy,  of 
California,  were  guilty  of  "willful  misstatements," 
concerning  the  designation  of  the  plants  in  ques- 
tion, or,  indeed,  concerning  any  other  plant  or 
remedy. 

Even  at  this  late  day  botanists  are  divided  on  the 
cascara  question,  as  the  two  species,  Rhamnus 
Purshiana  (which  is  undoubtedly  the  genuine 
one),  and  Rhamnus  Calif  arnica,  are  both  known 
commonly,  or  among  the  laity  of  the  regions  in 
which  they  are  found,  as  the  "  sacred  bark." 

The  reason  the  botanical  name  was  not  given, 
at  least  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  matter 
goes,  was  because  it  was  unknown. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  HENRI  LEONARD. 
Editor  of  the  Medical  Advance. 

"  Prof.  "  J.  U.  Lloyd  stated  in  a  paper  entitled 
"Hydrocyanic  Acid  Dilute,"  and  read  at  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, held  in  Atlanta,  in  November,  1878,  that 

"  The  specimen  was  sent  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Adair,  of 
Colusa,  California,  a  partner  or  former  partner  of 
Dr.  Bundy,  both  of  whom  have  furnished  certain 
printed  articles  upon  this  yerba  reuma.  In  a  few 
days  another  specimen  was  received  with  the  infor- 
mation that,  by  mistake,  '  the  young  man  had  sent 
the  wrong  article  ;  that  the  second  was  the  true 
yerba  reuma.'  My  brother  had  named  the  first  B. 
spicatum,  but  not  being  familiar  with  the  flora  of 
California,  inclosed  specimens  to  a  few  authorities, 
who  answered  in  accordance.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  above  is  not  yerba  reuma,  according  to 
Dr.  Adair,  and  certainly  I  would  not  question  his 
authority  upon  this  point. 

"  Frankenia  grandifolia  is  the  second  plant  sent 
by  Dr.  Adair.  I  offer  the  name  upon  the  authority 
of  Prof.  Sereno  Watson,  of  the  Harvard  University. 
This  plant  is  salty  to  the  taste,  more  so  indeed  than 
the  b.  spicatum.  It  is  common  in  California,  but 
not  known  under  the  name  yerba  reuma  that  I  can 
learn  of,  even  to  those  around  Dr.  Adair,  for  he 
writes :  '  I  am  sure  there  is  no  such  plant — you 
are  deceived  in  a  name.'  This  second  plant  has 
also  lately  been  obtained  from  a  house  in  Cincin- 
nati as  yerba  reuma. 

"  Rhamnus  purshiana  was  sent  at  the  same  (rime 
for  the  bark,  which,  when  extracted,  yielded  '  fluid 
extract  of  cascara  sagrado.'  Dr.  Adair  said  that 
the  name  cascara  sagrado  was  a  deception  ;  that  a 
botanist  pronounced  the  plant  rhamnus  persica. 
Doubtless  rhamnus  purshiana  was  intended,  as 
the  bark  came  from  that  shrub,  the  leaves  of  which 
have  since  been  received  from  Dr.  Adair,  and  iden- 
tified. I  would  not  question  the  authority  of  Dr. 
Adair,  who,  I  think,  is  in  a  position  to  learn  the 
name  of  the  shrub  which  can  yield  a  bark  which 
will  produce  an  extract  whose  name  is  cascara 
sagrado." 

This  ambitious  and  self-inflated  young  man  em- 
ploys his  time  before  the  above  association  in 
reading,  under  the  guise  of  disinterested  scientific 
information,  contemptible  and  baseless  insinuations 
against  business  competitors — for  while  the  inten- 
tion and  application  of  his  remarks  cannot  be 
misconstrued,  he  sneakingly  omits  all  mention  of 
the  house  he  desires  to  injure.  As  an  evidence 
of  his  "  veracity  "  and  animus  we  print  the  following 
communication  from  Dr.  Adair: 
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TO    WHOM   IT   MAY   CONCERN. 

I  would  State  that,  in  spite  of  any  statements  to 
the  contrary  which  have  been  accredited  to  me,  I 
believe  that  Dr.  J.  H.  Bundy  acted  conscientiously 
in  the  introduction  of  the  plants,  rhamnus  purshi- 
ana  and  frankenia  grandifolia,  under  the  names  of 
cascara  sagrada  and  yerba  reuma  respectively,  by 
which  names  they  were  known  as  well  to  myself 
as  to  the  residents  of  the  locality  in  which  the 
plants  were  indigenous.  In  my  capacity  of  a  for- 
mer partner  I  am  qualified  to,  and  do  state,  that  I 
believe  him  ■  to  be  a  man  of  thorough  integrity, 
and  above  such  action  as  has  been  attributed  to 
him.  C.  H.  ADAIR,  M.  D. 

Colusa,  Cal,  March  12,  1879. 


Is  the  Name  "Yerba  Santa"  Public  or 
Private  Property? 

ON  November  22d,  1870,  Mr.  McDermott,  of  Oro- 
ville,  and  Redington,  Hostetter  &  Co.,  of  San 
Francisco,  California,  registered  at  the  United 
States  Patent  Office,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  a  claim 
for  the  sole  use  of  the  trade  mark  "  Yerba  Santa." 
From  information  derived  from  the  parties  con- 
cerned, it  seems  that  this  word  was  supposed  by 
them  to  have  been  coined  at  a  dinner  party,  where 
the  subject  of  giving  a  name  to  a  new  nostrum  for 
rheumatism  was  under  consideration.  A  gentle- 
man versed  in  Spanish  lore,  who  was  present,  sug- 
gested the  name  "Yerba  Santa" — Anglais  "Holy 
Herb  " — as  a  desirable  title,  and  stating  that  so  far 
as  he  was  aware,  the  name  had  never  before  ap- 
peared in  print,  nor  in  fact  had  it  existed  outside 
his  own  brain.  The  suggestion  was  adopted  and 
the  name  patented  as  above.  The  nostrum  was 
duly  issued,  but  achieved  only  a  local  reputation 
and  sale. 

In  the  mean  time.  Dr.  Bundy  brought  the  Eriodyc- 
tion  Californicum  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  un- 
der the  name  "  Yerba  Santa  "  in  an  article  published 
in  Scudder  s  Eclectic  Journal,  October,  1875.  This 
article  was  widely  read  throughout  the  United 
States  east  of  the  Sierras,  and  has  lead  to  a  large 
consumption  of  this  drug  in  therapeutics. 

Now  at  this  late  day  comes  a  letter  from  Red- 
ington &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  San  Francisco, 
under  date  of  December  31st,  1878,  and  addressed 
to  manufacturers  of  fluid  extracts  and  other  phar- 
maceuticals, advising  them  that  the  name  "  Yerba 
Santa "  is  private  property,  protected  by  patent 
from  the  United  States,  and  warning  all  interested 
that  the  rights  of  the  owners  will  be  protected  in 
the  courts. 

Believing  that  the  above  firm  had  no  legitimate 
claim  to  the  protection  of  a  patent  in  the  premises, 
we  have  endeavored  to  obtain  proof  of  the  com- 
mon use  of  the  term  in  question  among  the  Span- 
ish population  of  the  Pacific  coast  long  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  patent  (1870).  Owing  to  the  very 
recent  date  of  our  inquiries  we  have  only  the  fol- 
lowing evidence  to  offer,  which  though  brief,  is 
conclusive  as  far  as  it  goes : 


I,  Joseph  Manso,  being  duly  sworn,  do  hereby 
testify  that  I  have  known  the  herb  known  as 
mountain  balm  under  the  name  of  yerba  santa 
for  a  period  of  twenty  (20)  years  prior  to  this  date, 
and  that  the  same  is  the  term  under  which  moun- 
tain balm  is  known  among  the  Spaniards. 

JOSEPH  MANSO. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me 
this  13th  day  of  March,  1879. 
John  H.  Liening, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  above  is  known  to  me  to  be  a  thoroughly 
honest  and  trustworthy  man. 

FRED  HANSEN. 

Otto  L.  Cramer,  Esq.,  Willows,  Cal.: 

In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  6th  inst.,  will  state 
that  yerba  santa  was  not  generally  known  in  Cali- 
fornia as  a  medicinal  agent  until  after  1869.  An 
old  resident  here,  Mr.  John  Schefferle,  who  mar- 
ried a  California  lady,  states  positively  that  his 
wife's  mother  has  used  the  yerba  santa,  under  that 
name,  for  over  25  years  in  midwifery  practice,  and 
knew  the  drug  only  by  that  name.  The  term 
"mountain  balm,"  as  applied  to  this  drug,  is  un- 
known to  those  Californians  whom  I  have  ad- 
dressed on  the  subject.  J.  AUG.  SOHLKE. 
San  Luis  Obisco,  Cal.)  Feb.  10,  1879. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  direct  attention  to 
the  fact  that  Dr.  Saxe,  of  Santa  Clara,  made  a  brief 
mention  of  this  drug  under  its  popular  name  in 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  California  State  Medi- 
cal Society,  in  1871.  It  seems  hardly  probable 
that  a  name  coined  iox  a  nostrum  in  1870,  should 
in  1 87 1  become  a  popular  designation  of  a  well- 
known  plant  in  the  same  State. 


Jaborandi. 

OF  the  new  remedies  introduced  to  the  profession 
during  the  past  few  years  few  have  been  ac- 
corded so  ready  a  trial  and  received  with  such  gen- 
eral favor  as  jaborandi.  The  list  of  diaphoretics  was 
quite  limited,  and,  in  fact,  scarcely  any  agent  was 
known  whose  direct  specific  action  was  to  pro- 
duce diaphoresis.  It  was  but  natural  therefore 
that  the  profession  should  be  so  ready  to  put  to 
the  test  a  remedy  for  which  so  much  had  been 
claimed  in  this  direction.  The  experimentation 
and  cHnical  observation  to  which  it  has  been  sub- 
mitted have  sufficed  to  substantiate  very  much 
that  was  claimed  for  it,  and  to  give  it  a  fixed  place 
among  therapeutic  agents.  We  now  know  with  a 
tolerable  degree  of  certainty  what  it  will  do,  and 
the  conditions  under  which  its  employment  is  indi- 
cated. Contrary,  however,  to  what  should  have 
been  expected  of  the  profession  of  this  country, 
usually  so  enterprising  in  the  proving  of  the  new, 
jaborandi  owes  the  establishment  of  its  therapeutic 
properties  more  to  European  than  to  American 
physicians. 

Being  the  only  direct  and  distinctive  diaphoretic 
in  the  materia  medica,  its  service  in  affections  in 
which  the  removal  of  fluids  from  the  system  is  de- 
sirable, at  once  suggests  itself.  Before  its  intro- 
duction the  kidneys  and  the  bowels  were  the  only 
channels  through  which    this    removal  could   be 
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effected,  and  not  unfrequently  the  secondary  de- 
pressing- influence  of  diuretics  and  inydrogogue  ca- 
thartics rendered  their  employment  undesirable. 
Jaborandi  has  been  observed  to  lower  the  tempera- 
ture, and  though  it  probably  does  this  through  the 
diaphoresis  it  causes,  this  action,  nevertheless,  sug- 
gests its  employment  in  febrile  conditions.  These 
being  the  general  indications  for  its  employment 
its  uses  in  individual  diseases  are  obvious.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  more  direct  effects  of  its  use,  above 
indicated,  it  has  other  and  scarcely  less  important 
physiological  properties,  among  which  might  be 
mentioned  its  galactogogue  and  its  sialogogue 
action,  and  its  supposed  contractile  influence  on 
the  uterus.  The  latter  property,  though  not  yet 
thoroughly  established,  has  lately  been  noticed  by 
several  observers  and  should  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration in  presenting  the  drug  to  a  pregnant  woman. 
Pilocarpine,  the  salt  of  jaborandi,  is  better  adapted 
to  hypodermic  medication.  It  may  be  given  in 
this  manner  in  doses  of  a  quarter  grain.  For  the 
purposes,  however,  of  general  practice  the  fluid  ex- 
tract is  the  more  eligible  form  of  administration. 
The  dose  of  the  fluid  extract  is  from  half  a  drachm 
to  a  drachm. 


Veratrum  Viride. 


WITH  reference  to  the  difference  in  opinions  held 
by  our  contributors  as  to  the  proper  doses  of 


this  drug,  we  quote  from  the  new  National  Dis- 
pensatory (Stille  &  Maisch)  as  follows :  "  It  is  re- 
markable that  diarrhoea  so  rarely  is  present  as  an 
effect  of  excessive  doses  of  this  medicine ;  and 
that,  notwithstanding  the  sedation  of  the  heart, 
and  the  general  appearance  of  collapse  produced 
by  them,  no  case  of  fatal  poisoning  of  an  adult 
by  green  hellebore  should  have  been  recorded.  It 
is  said  to  have  caused  death  in  two  cases  of  chil- 
dren, the  one  eighteen  months  and  the  other 
eleven  months  old." 


Jefferson  Medical  College. 

WE  learn  from  the  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter  of 
the  29th  ult.,  that  Dr.  Roberts  Bartholow  has 
been  elected  to  fill  the  chair  of  materia  medica  and 
therapeutics  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  lately 
vacated  by  the  death  of  Dr.  John  B.  Biddle. 
Dr.  Bartholow  has  for  some  years  filled  a  similar 
chair  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  in  Cincinnati, 
and  is  well  known  by  his  work  on  materia  medica 
and  therapeutics,,  and  other  numerous  essays  on 
therapeutics. 

The  late  Horace  Greeley  said,  "  Go  west,  young 
man."  He  should  have  added :  For  when  your 
reputation  is  made  you  will  be  called  east  again. 
The  selection  is  eminently  good,  and  will  inure  to 
the  benefit  of  both  parties. 


Book  Reviews. 


Optic    Neuritis,  vyith  Notes  of  Three    Cases, 

by  C.  J.  Lundy,  M.  D ,  Detroit. — The  above  is 
the  title  of  a  reprint  of  an  article  by  Dr.  Lundy, 
which  appeared  in  the  Detroit  Lancet  for  Dec, 
1878.  We  are  glad  the  author  has  given  a  more 
extended  circulation  than  its  original  publication 
secured,  since  the  subject  is  one  of  much  impor- 
tance to  the  general  practitioner,  and  one  to  which 
very  little  space  is  devoted  in  the  current  medical 
literature  of  the  day.  If  the  attention  of  prac- 
titioners was  sufficiently  called  to  this  important 
disease,  fewer  cases  of  optic  neuritis  would  pass 
on  to  atrophy  without  recognition  of  the  nature  of 
the  affection.  As  it  is,  a  large  per  cent  of  such 
cases  are  neglected  in  the  early  stage,  and  the 
patient  waits  until  his  failing  vision  so  alarms  him 
that  he  calls  upon  a  specialist,  who  is  compelled  to 
inform  him  that  little  hope  exists  of  saving  useful 
vision,  unless  he  is  like  one  we  lately  heard  of  in 
this  State  who  diagnosed  such  a  case  as  glaucoma, 
and  promised  relief  by  iridectomy,  which  is  appar- 
ently his  favorite  diagnosis  and  prescription.  The 
condition  of  the  optic  disc  gives  the  physician 
valuable  aid  in  deciding  the  state  of  cerebral  cir- 
culation, since  the  capillary  circulation  is  derived 
from  the  vessels  of  the  pia  mater.  Dr.  Hughlings 
Jackson,  who  has  made  numerous  examinations  of 
the  optic  disc  in  persons  affected  with  brain  disease, 
informs  us  that  it  is  very  common  to  find  an  in- 
flamed disc  with  normal  vision.  Physicians  should 
learn  to  use  the  opthalmoscope  more,  and  report 
the  results  of  their  observations  more  freely,  for 
only  by  the  extensive  reports  of  cases  which  they 
might  observe,  can  we  expect  to  clear  up  the  ob- 
scurity that  still  rests  upon  the  etiology  of  such 
affections  as   optic  neuritis.     The  attention  of   the 


oculist  is  only  called  to  the  worst  of  such  cases, 
and  then  at  an  advanced  stage  of  the  affection. 
Dr.  Lundy  refers  to  a  case  quoted  by  Dr.  Bru- 
denell  Carter,  where  several  oculists  expressed  an 
opinion  that  a  certain  case  of  optic  neuritis  was 
due  to  brain  disease,  when  it  ultimately  proved  to 
be  due  to  renal  disease.  He  ought  also  to  have 
quoted  the  case,  cited  by  the  same  author,  that  at 
the  same  and  in  the  same  hospital,  presented 
the  appearance  supposed  to  be  typical  of  Bright's 
retinitis,  the  patient  dying  with  healthy  kidneys, 
from  the  effect  of  a  tumor  in  the  cerebellum.  If 
specialists  were  aided  by  the  extensive  observa- 
tion of  facts  and  cases  that  the  vast  army  of 
general  practitioners  could  furnish,  if  they  would 
only  learn  the  art  of  ophthalmoscopy,  such  mis- 
takes, we  believe,  would  be  more  rare. 

Dr.  Lundy  has  furnished  some  very  valuable  re- 
marks upon  the  etiology  and  treatment  of  the  dis- 
ease, and  has  shown  a  care  in  the  examination 
of  the  cases  he  reports  that  is  creditable  to  him, 
and  gives  promise  of  success  in  his  chosen  spe- 
cialty. 

We  hope  and  expect  to  hear  more  from  him  in 
the  future.  Meanwhile  we  wish  him  success,  and 
commend  his  article  to  the  profession. 

American  Health  Primers,  edited  by  W.  W. 
Keen,  M.  D.,  Fellow  College  Physicians,  Philadel- 
phia. This  series  is  written  from  an  American 
stand-point  and  with  especial  reference  to  our  cli- 
mate, architecture,  legislation  and  modes  of  life. 

The  subjects  selected  are  of  vital  and  practical 
importance  in  every-day  life.  The  following  vol- 
umes are  in  press  and  will  be  issued  about  once  a 
month : 
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I.  Hearing,  and  How  to  Keep  It.  By  Charles 
H.  Burnett,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Surgeon  in 
charge  of  the  Philadelphia  Dispensary  for  Dis- 
eases of  the  Ear,  Aurist  to  the  Presbyterian 
Hospital,  etc. 

n.  Long  Life,  and  How  to  Reach  It.  By 
J.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pro- 
fessor of  Hygiene  in  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, etc. 

III.  Sea  Air  and  Sea  Bathing.  By  William 
S.  Forbes,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Surgeon  to 
the  Episcopal  Hospital,  etc. 

IV.  The  Summer  and  its  Diseases.  By  James 
C.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Lecturer  on 
Physical  Diagnosis  in  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
etc. 

V.  Eyesight,  and  How  to  Care  for  It.  By 
George  C.  Harlati,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Sur- 
geon to  the  Wills  (Eye)  Hospital. 

VI.  The  Throat  and  the  Voice.  By  J.  Solis 
Cohen,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Lecturer  on  Dis- 
eases of  the  Throat  in  Jefferson  Medical  College. 

VII.  The  Winter  and  its  Dangers.  By 
Ha7nilton  Osgood,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  Assistant 
Editor  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

VIII.  The  Mouth  and  the  Teeth.  By  J.  W. 
White,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Philadelphia,  Editor 
of  the  Dental  Cosmos. 

IX.  Our  Homes.  By  Henry  Hartshorne,  M.  D., 
of  Philadelphia,  formerly  Professor  of  Hygiene  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

X.  The  Skin  in  Health  and  Disease.  By 
L.  D.  Bulkley,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  Physician 
to  the  Skin  Department  of  the  Demilt  Dispensary 
and  of  the  New  York  Hospital. 

XL  Brain  Work  and  Overwork.  By  H.  C. 
Wood,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Clinical  Pro- 
fessor of  Nervous  Diseases,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, etc. 

Other  volumes  are  in  preparation,  including  the 
following  subjects  :  "  Preventable  Diseases,"  "  Ac- 
cidents and  Emergencies,"  "  Towns  we  Live  In," 
"  Diet  in  Health  and  Disease,"  "The  Art  of  Nurs- 
ing," "School  and  Industrial  Hygiene,"  "Mental 
Hygiene,"  etc.  They  will  be  i6mo  in  size,  neatly 
printed  on  tinted  paper,  and  bound  in  paper  covers. 
Price,  30  cents ;.  flexible  cloth,  50  cents.  Lindsay 
&  Blakiston,  publishers. 

The  National  Dispensatory ;  Containing  the 
Natural  History,  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  Actions 
and  Doses  of  Medicines,  including  those  recog- 
nized in  the  Pharmacopoeias  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  By  Alfred  Stille,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. , 
Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 
and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  and  John  M.  Maisch,  Ph.  D.,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany  in  the  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy,  with  201  illustrations.  Pfiila- 
delphia:  Henry  C.  Lea.  1879.  For  sale  by  E.  B. 
Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.  In  sheep,  $7.50  from 
the  publishers. 

It  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  under- 
take a  review  of  any  work  from  the  pen  of  Prof. 
Stille,  let  alone  that  of  a  dispensatory  issued  un- 
der his  name.  His  treatment  of  the  varied  ma- 
terial that  makes  up  a  dispensatory  is  unique. 
The  mineral  and  chemical  remedies  are  separately 
discussed,  under  the  different  heads  of  "  Prepara- 
tion," "Properties,"  "Physiological  Action," 
"  Tests,"  "  Pharmaceutical  Uses  and  Prepara- 
tions," and  "  Medical  Action  and  Uses  ;"  while  the 
vegetable   ones   are   described  under  the  heads  of 


"Origin,"  "Description,"  "Constituents,"  and 
"  Medical  Action  and  Uses." 

The  work  is  arranged  alphabetically,  and  is  a 
royal  octavo  of  1,628  pages,  illustrated  by  201 
wood  cuts.  The  appendix  has  a  complete  table 
of  maximum  doses,  based  upon  Table  A  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Germanica,  1872,  giving  both  the 
gram  and  grain  dose,  and  a  table  of  weights  and 
measures  rendered  in  the  metric,  with  rules  and 
tables  for  converting  apothecaries'  weights  and 
measures  into  their  respective  equivalents  in  me- 
tric terms  for  medical  and  pharmaceutical  pur- 
poses, and  suggestions  for  writing  metric  prescrip- 
tions, and  a  list  of  reagents  employed  in  chemi- 
cal testing. 

The  general  index  is  copious,  as  is  also  the 
index  of  Therapeutics,  which  is  given  alpha- 
betically. Some  of  the  "new  remedies  "  do  not 
appear  in  the  work,  perhaps,  fpr  the  reason 
they  have  not  been  christened  "officinal."  We 
hope  they  will  not  be  omitted  m  the  next 
edition,  as  some  of  them  are  of  equal,  if  not  of 
greater  therapeutical  effect  than  many  of  those 
given. 

We  quote  from  the  preface  :  "  That  they  have 
wholly  accomplished  their  object  the  authors  do 
not  venture  to  claim  ;  but  they  can  say  that  years 
of  constant  labor  have  been  devoted  to  the  task 
of  producing  a  work  to  which  the  inquirer  may  re- 
fer with  the  certainty  of  finding  everything  which 
experience  has  stored  up  as  worthy  of  confidence 
in  the  subjects  embraced  within  its  scope." 

We  commend  this  work  to  the  pharmacist  and 
physician  as  of  the  greatest  value,  and  which  when 
obtained  will  not  be  parted  with  without  regret. 

A  Clinical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Liver, 

by  Dr.  Fried.  Theod.  Frerich%,  Professor  of  Clin- 
ical Medicine  in  the  University  of  Berlin,  etc. ; 
Medical  or  Privy  Counsel  and  Medical  Advisor  to 
the  Ministers  of  Public  Instruction  and  Medicine 
at  Berlin.  In  three  volumes.  Vol.  i,  translated 
by  Charles  Murchison,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C  P.,  Physi- 
cian to  the  London  Fever  Hospital,  Lecturer  on 
Pathological  Anatomy  and  Assistant  Physician  at 
the  Middlesex  Hospital.  New  York:  Wm.  Wood 
&  Co.,  27  Great  James  street.  1879.  This  is  vol- 
ume III  of  the  series  of  Wood's  Medical  Library, 
and  in  paper,  type  and  binding  is  the  counterpart 
of  the  volumes  already  issued,  fully  carrying  out 
the  promise  of  the  publishers.  This  is  a  transla- 
tion from  the  second  edition  of  the  German  work, 
issued  in  March,  1858,  and  was  translated  in  i860 
for  the  New  Sydenham  Society  by  Dr.  Murchison. 

The  present  volume,  after  the  chapter  of  introduc- 
tion, takes  up  (2)  The  relative  size  and  weight  of 
the  liver  in  health  and  disease.  (3)  The  same  in 
its  morbid  conditions  and  of  their  diagnostic  value. 
(4)  Jaundice.  (5)  Suppression  of  the  function  of  the 
liver— alcoholia  and  its  consequences.  (6)  Chronic 
atrophy;  and  (7)  The  fatty  liver,  with  an  appendix. 
A  few  colored  figures  representing  the  crystalline 
forms  presented  by  leucine  and  tyrosine  form  the 
frontispiece  to  this  translation.  To  quote  from 
the  preface  of  the  author,  "  The  difficulties  which 
surround  the  pathology  of  the  liver  are  well  known. 
The  minute  structure  and  the  physiological  func- 
tions of  this  gland  are  only  partially  understood, 
and  it  is  only  in  recent  years  that  some  light  has 
been  thrown  upon  its  relations  to  the  metamorpho- 
ses of  matter  within  the  body. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  abnormal  conditions  of 
the  liver  give  rise  to  marked  derangement  of  the 
bodily  functions  obvious  to  the  eye,  but  they  produce 
alterations  in  the  animal  economy  which  do  not 
declare  themselves  in  a  prominent  manner  until 
they  have  reached  a  certain  height.  Hence  in  hepatic 
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diseases  we  do  not  always  expect  to  meet  with 
accurately  defined  symptoms  such  as  we  are  wont 
to  observe  in  affections  of  the  lungs,  heart  and 
brain,  etc.  This  volume  is  illustrated,  in  addition 
to  the  frontispiece,  with  thirty  wood  cuts.  French's 
on  the  hver  is  the  most  comprehensive  of  any 
of  the  works  that  has  come  under  our  own  personal 
observation,  and  we  have  found  it  a  valuable  aid  in 
the  treatment  and  management  of  diseases  of  the 
liver.     For  sale  by  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Operations  of  the  United 
States  Life-Saving  Service,  for  the  Year  ending 
June  30,  1878. — Washington  :  Government  Print- 
ing Office.  Sumner  I.  Kirnball,  General  Superin- 
tendent ;  Wm.  D.  O'Connor,  Assistant  General 
Superintendent. 

This  service  is  divided  into  ten  districts,  each 
under  an  assistant  inspector,  who  reports  his  do- 
ings to  the  General  Superintendent.  The  follow- 
ing statistics  will  give  some  idea  of  the  service  : 

"  It  appears  from  the  reports  of  the  officers  of 
the  several  districts  that  there  have  been  during 
the  year,  within  the  limits  of  the  operations  of  the 
service,  171  disasters  to  vessels.  There  were  on 
board  these  vessels  1,557  persons.  The  estimated 
value  of  the  vessels  is  $1,879,063,  and  that  of  their 
cargoes  $745,672,  making  a  total  value  of  the  prop- 
erty involved  $2,624,735.  The  number  of  lives 
saved  was  1,331,  and  the  number  lost  226.  Of  the 
latter  number  183  perished  m  the  disasters  to  the 
United  States  steamer  Huron  and  the  steamship 
Metropolis — 98  in  the  former,  and  85  in  the  latter. 
The  number  of  shipwrecked  persons  sheltered  and 
succored  at  the  stations  during  the  year  was  423 ; 
the  total  number  of  days'  relief  afforded  them 
being  849.  The  total  value  of  property  saved  is 
estimated  at  $1,097,375,  and  the  amount  lost  at 
$1,527,360.  The  number  of  disasters  involving 
the  total  loss  of  vessels  and  cargoes  was  59.  The 
surf-boat  was  used  114  times,  189  trips  being 
made  with  it ;  the  self-righting  and  self-bailing 
life-boat  14  times,  18  trips  being  made.  The 
breeches-buoy  was  employed  twice,  making  nine 
passages.  The  mortar  was  used  on  10  occasions, 
27  shots  being  fired.  On  one  occasion  the  Merri- 
man  or  Paul  Boynton  life-suit  was  used,  and  the 
heaving  stick  was  thrown  once.  On  different  occa- 
sions many  persons  were  drawn  ashore  by  hand,  or 
by  lines  thrown  to  them." 

The  mariner  who  spends  his  time  on  the  waters, 
and  by  paying  his  hospital  fees  becomes  a  ward 
of  the  government,  should  be  protected  not  only 
in  his  illness,  but  from  shipwreck,  and  the  life- 
saving  service  should  be  amply  provided  for  by 
the  general  government. 

Lectures  on  Practical  Surgery,  by  H.  H.  Tolatid, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Clinical  Surgery  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  California.  Second  edition ;  illustrated. 
Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.     1879. 

This  work  on  surgery  is  one  of  the  productions 
of  the  golden  State,  and  is  a  decided  credit  to  its 
author.  It  is  composed  of  the  lectures  given  in 
course,  and  as  such  is  systematic  and  original,  and 
although  delivered  in  a  city  that  but  a  few  years 
ago  was  only  a  hamlet  on  the  Pacific  coast,  it 
demonstrates  the  fact  that  science  and  learning  are 
not  encircled  by  geographical  limits. 

The  work  must  be  a  valuable  one  to  those  prac- 
ticing west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  as  its  thera- 
peutics are  more  applicable  to  that  climate. 

The  writer  clings  to  many  of  the  good  things  of 
the  older  writers,  and  does  not  discard  blood  let- 
ting simply  because  it  is  not  fashionable  to  bleed. 

In  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  he  adheres  to 


the  tinct.  pip.  cubebag,  and  although  he  formerly 
opposed  injections,  he  now  thinks  them  advisable, 
but  they  should  be  used  much  milder  than  usually 
advocated. 

The  illustrations  are  most  of  them  new,  and  are 
a  part  of  the  text,  and  present  the  novelty  of  not 
being  the  hackneyed  ones  found  generally  in  all 
eastern  and  European  works  on  the  science  and 
practice  of  surgery.  If  we  have  any  fault  to  find 
it  would  be  in  the  author's  prescriptions,  as  some 
of  them  are  so  composite  in  their  character  that  it 
would  be  strange  if  some  one  of  the  articles  did  not 
hit. 

The  author  deals  in  practical  surgery  and  has 
left  the  theoretical  part  to  writers  who  have  more 
time  to  indulge  in  matters  that  are  only  specula- 
tive in  character  and  are  more  apt  to  mislead  than 
to  instruct.  The  typography  and  paper  are  a  credit 
to  its  publishers.  For  sale  in  Detroit  by  Arnold 
&  Willyoung.     Price,  cloth,  $4;  sheep,  $5. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Wo- 
men, by  Lonibe  Atthill,  M.  D.,  University  of  Dub- 
lin ;  Master  of  the  Rotunda  Hospital,  Dublin ;  Sur- 
geon to  the  Adelaide  Hospital ;  Ex-President  of 
the  Dublin  Obstetrical  Society,  etc.  Fifth  edition, 
revised  and  enlarged,  with  illustrations.  Philadel- 
phia:   Lindsay  &  Blakiston.     1879. 

The  author  informs  his  readers  that  in  issuing 
this  edition  of  his  lectures  he  endeavors  to  furnish 
practitioners  and  students,  within  the  limits  of  a 
moderate  sized  volume,  such  an  account  of  the 
diseases  peculiar  to  women,  verified  by  his  own 
personal  experience,  as  would  meet  their  wants. 

This  is  really  a  practical  work  on  gynaecology, 
concise  and  intensely  readable.  The  chapter  on 
"  Changes  in  Fibroid  Tumors "  is  made  valuable 
by  his  experience  on  the  hypodermic  use  of  ergot, 
and  in  that  of  chronic  endometritis  he  does  not 
hesitate  to  give  credit  to  our  own  gynaecologists, 
Drs.  Sims  and  T.  Gaillard  Thomas.  A  work  that  is 
indorsed  by  the  Obstetrical  Journal  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  American  Journal  of 
Obstetrics  and  the  London  Lancet,  cannot  be  any- 
thing less  than  a  first  class  work  on  the  subject 
upon  which  it  treats.  It  is  especially  valuable  to 
the  young  practitioner,  as  it  brings  within  his  reach 
that  information  he  can  readily  apply,  and  the  dif- 
ferent diseases  are  so  abundantly  illustrated  by 
cases  that  to  read  it  is  almost  to  attend  a  practical 
clinic.  For  sale  in  Detroit  by  Arnold  &  Willyoung. 
Price,  $2.25. 

Lecture  Notes  on  Chemical  Physiology  and 
Pathology,  by  Victor  C.  Vaughn,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D., 
Lecturer  on  Medical  Chemistry  in  the  University 
of  Michgian,  author  of  "  Asteology  and  Myology  of 
the  Domestic  Fowl,"  "  Charts  for  the  Analysis  of 
Abnormal  Urine,"  and  "A  New  Method  of  De- 
tecting and  Separating  Arsenic,  Antimony  and 
other  Poisons,"  etc.  Second  edition,  revised  and 
enlarged.  Ann  Arbor:  Ann  Arbor  Printing  and 
Publishing  Company.  1879.  It  can  be  obtained 
through  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

These  notes  have  been  especially  prepared  for  the 
use  of  the  students  of  the  author,  and  embrace  the 
work  done  by  them.  The  author  first  takes  up 
the  subject  of  the  digestion,  gives  an  analysis  of 
the  saliva,  gastric  juice,  bile,  pancreatic  juice,  in- 
testinal juice,  the  faeces,  blood,  epithelial  tissue, 
elastic  and  connective  tissue,  fat,  muscular  tissue, 
nervous  tissue  and  the  urine.  The  latter  subject 
takes  up  over  one-half  the  work  and  is  exhaustive 
in  its  character  in  a  chemico-physiological  point  of 
view ;  the  work  closing  with  an  examination  of 
the  urine  by  means  of  the  microscope  and  its  path- 
ological indication.     The   work   is   worthy   of   its 
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talented  author,  and  vice  versa.  We  cannot  rec- 
ommend it  too  highly  for  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  written. 

Cases  of  Sudden  Death  of  Puerperal  Women. 

From  the  author.  The  above  was  the  subject  of 
the  address  delivered  before  the  Section  of  Obstet- 
rics and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  Buffalo,  January 
5th,  1878,  by  its  chairman,  Dr.  Edward  W.  Jenks, 
of  Detroit.     Extracted  from  the  minutes. 

The  author  gives  as  some  of  the  causes,  viz. : 
Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  pertaining  to  the 
heart  chiefly;  diseases  of  the  arteries — septicaemia 
— introducing  air  into  the  uterine  veins ;  tetanus 
and  puerperal  convulsions.  These  are  the  chief, 
although,  of  course,  there  are  many  others  not  ne- 
cessary to  enumerate.  For  sale  by  E.  B.  Smith  & 
Co.,  Detroit. 

The  Home  Journal,  increased  in  size,  improved 
in  quality,  reduced  in  cost.  The  best  literary  and 
society  paper  in  America.  This  marked  gain  to 
the  subscriber  the  publishers  are  gratified  to  be 
able  to  make  without  loss  to  themselves  by  reason 
of  the  present  large  circulation  of  the  paper.  In 
the  same  direction  they  count  on  still  greater  ad- 
vantages to  their  subscribers,  constantly  increasing 
the  value  of  the  paper  and  reducing  the  price, 
thus  keeping  it  in  the  future,  as  it  has  been  in  the 
past,  the  choicest  and  cheapest  exponent  of  culture 
in  the  land.  Terms,  free  of  postage:  The  Home 
Journal,  one  copy,  one  year,  $2 ;  three  copies,  one 
year,  $5  ;  six  copies,  one  year,  $9.  Morris  Phillips 
&  Co.,  3  Park  Place,  New  York. 

Gardner's  Monthly  and  Horticulturist. — Edited 
by  Thomas  MeeJian.     April,   1879.     Published  by 


Charles  H.  Narcot,  314  Chestnut  street,  Philadel- 
phia.    Terms  $2.10  per  year,  postage  paid. 

This  magazine,  as  its  name  implies,  is  devoted 
to  the  science  of  horticulture.  Judging  from  its 
contents  and  a  perusal  of  its  columns,  it  is  fully 
up  to  the  times.  There  is  nothing  more  beautiful 
than  flowers,  and  a  taste  for  them  is  one  of  the 
best  evidences  of  refinement.  A  pot  of  daisies  in 
the  window  of  the  poor  speaks  for  that  household 
louder  than  the  greenhouse  of  the  rich.  No  one 
can  be  really  bad  that  loves  flowers. 

The  Transactions— Is  the  title  of  a  new  bi- 
monthly, published  in  the  interest  of  the  Ma- 
honing County  Medical  Association.  Henry  G. 
Cornwell,  M.  D.,  editor,  Youngstown,  Ohio.  50  cents 
a  year,  to  cover  the  cost  of  publication  ;    14  pages. 

The  profession  of  Mahoning  county  intend  to  let 
the  rest  of  the  world  know  what  they  are  about, 
and  take  this  means  to  inform  them.  The  idea 
is  a  good  one,  and  we  wish  the  society  and  the 
editor  of  its  transactions  all  the  success  imaginable. 

The  Treatment  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs. 

The  Use  of  Electricity,  Damiana,  etc.,  by  John  J. 
Caldwell,  M.  D.,  Baltimore,  Md.  Reprint  from 
the  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  with  compliments  of  the  author. 

This  pamphlet  is  a  resume  of  four  cases  of 
"  reduced  sexual  powers,"  and  four  cases  of  "sper- 
matorrhoea," treated  by  the  author  with  the  fluid 
extract  of  damiana  in  lar^e  doses,  with  great  suc- 
cess. The  writer  has  great  confidence  in  this 
remedy  and  recommends  it  highly. 

The  "Doctor.— By  Aiken  Heart,  M.  D.  From  the 
American  Observer  office,  Detroit,  Mich.  An 
amusing  poetical  effusion. 


Proceedings  of  Societies. 


Proceedings    of    the    Wayne 
Medical  Society. 

STATED  MEETING. 


County 


Detroit,  November  i,  1877. 

Dr.  Richards.  A  young  lady  aged  20  years 
walked  to  the  store  in  the  morning,  not  having  pre- 
viously complained  particularly,  but  soon  after, 
being  unable  to  stand  up,  fell  to  the  floor  and  was 
taken  home.  The  physician  who  was  called  pre- 
scribed, gave  a  favorable  prognosis,  left,  but  re- 
turned again  soon,  just  in  time  to  see  her  die.  He 
regarded  it  congestion  of  the  lungs.  There  was 
much  difficulty  in  breathing,  but  no  cough.  Con- 
siderable slimy  mucus,  untinged  with  blood,  oozed 
from  the  mouth  and  nostrils.  The  corpse  was  re- 
markably white,  and  the  cause  of  the  very  sudden 
death  not  very  obvious. 

Dr.  Lyster.  Mrs.  M.  R.,  a  colored  woman  aged 
77  years,  was  married  at  19  and  has  had  fourteen  liv- 
ing children  and  two  miscarriages.  She  has  always 
been  up  one  week  after  confinement.  Her  menses 
ceased  at  55  but  re-appeared  fourteen  years  after 
(69),  and  have  continued  regular  ever  since,  about 
eight  years.  She  was  born  in  Toronto,  and  her 
mother  had  fifteen  children  and  lived  to  no  years. 

Dr.  Gustin  saw  a  woman  who  ceased  to  menstru- 
rate  at  40,  remenstruated  from  60  to  80  and  died 
at  90  years.     She  had  four  children. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  Nov.  15th,  1877. 

Dr.  Mulheron  reported  a  case  in  which  a  man 
had  violent  delirium  with  pneumonia.  The  right 
lung  cleared  up  nearly — the  left  remained  solidi- 
fied. After  some  time  pointing  occurred  over  the 
shoulder  and  the  part  was  opened  with  a  bistoury, 
which  afforded  considerable  relief,  but  no  perma- 
nent benefit  was  promised.  About  a  pint  of  pus  a 
day  is  being  discharged,  yet  the  disease  seems 
stationary  and  the  patient  is  gaining  flesh. 

Dr.  Brodie  exhibited  a  foetus  from  a  female  who 
was  unwell  on  the  9th  of  last  August. 

Dr.  Davenport  reported  a  case  of  miscarriage 
where  the  foetus  and  membranes  came  away  to- 
gether, in  which  there  were  very  severe  after-pains. 

Dr.  Rouse  attended  a  woman  who  had  suffered 
intense  after-pains  with  her  three  last  accouch- 
ments— the  first  labors  were  not  attended  with  after- 
pains.  This  woman  is  above  the  average  size, 
strong  and  healthy,  and  her  labors  were  easy  and 
normal.  There  is  no  obvious  cause  for  such  se- 
vere suffering. 

Dr.  Mulheron,  usually  gives  a  dose  of  ergot  near 
the  close  of  the  second  stage  of  labor  to  guard 
against  after-pains.  Four-grain  doses  of  quinine 
will  often  act  very  favorably  in  quieting  those  pains. 

Dr.    Brodie    gives   morphine,   and   occasionally 
whisky,  to    quiet    after-pains.      Many   cases    can 
be  readily  relieved  by  placing  the  patient  on  her  side. 
W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary, 


April,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


95 


STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  Dec.  7th,  1877. 
Dr.  Brodie  read  a  paper  on  "Opium  in  Labor," 
of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract : 

"  In  making  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
opium  I  will  confine  myself  to  its  value  in  the  de- 
partment of  obstetrics.  You  are  all  well  aware 
that  from  the  commencement  of  gestation  to  the 
close  of  labor,  and  even  until  the  puerperal  state  is 
entirely  closed,  the  human  female  suffers  more  or 
less  from  either  nervous  irritability  or  pain.  The 
former,  having  varying  causes,  may  be  relieved  by 
varying  remedies,  but  pain,  pure  and  unadulter- 
ated, can  be  safely  met  by  only  opium  or  its  salts 

"Gestation  being  completed,  then  the  uterus  be- 
gins to  expel  its  contents.  The  os  rebels  and  remains 
closed,  the  pain  unendurable,  temporarily  subsiding, 
only  to  be  renewed.  What  then  is  the  remedy? 
Opium  !  Give  the  patient  from  a  sixth  to  a  fourth 
of  a  grain  of  morphia.  The  pain  is  subdued, 
the  patient  obtains  rest.  Is  labor  delayed  .''  No  ! 
The  unruly  os,  yielding  to  the  sedative  influence, 
gently  yields,  the  mucous  secretion  of  the  vagina 
is  increased,  the  water  quietly  descends,  the  mem- 
branes rupture,  and  without  much  further  pain  the 
infant  is  born  and  the  mother  relieved.  This  is  no 
fancy  sketch,  and  in  my  opinion  is  the  true  treat- 
ment in  all  cases  of  early  painful  labor.  I  have 
often  found  that  it  proved  the  labor  spurious  and 
that  the  time  had  not  expired,  thus  relieving  both 
patient  and  physician  from  endless  waiting.  It  is 
the  great  sheet  anchor  in  quieting  these  imitating 
and  obnoxious  pains  commonly  known  as  after- 
pains,  for  which  I  can  find  no  certam  substitute. 
It  is  the  sheet  anchor  in  puerperal  peritonitis,  for 
without  it  any  hope  of  recovery  is  almost  fu- 
tile. I  make  it  a  constant  rule  as  soon  as  the 
placenta  is  delivered  to  give  my  patient  a  portion 
of  morphia  sufficient  to  produce  rest,  and  in  no 
case  have  I  found  it  to  interfere  with  the  proper 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  or  increase  the  hemor- 
rhage ;  neither  does  it  interfere  with  the  natural  se- 
cretion of  the  milk,  but,  instead,  has  a  catholic  in- 
fluence in  preventing  the  caking  of  the  breast  and 
consequent  inflammation  and  suppuration.  I 
deem  it  far  preferable  to  chloroform  in  tedious  and 
painful  labor,  especially  when  the  forceps  have  to 
be  used,  thus  avoiding  the  discomforts  of  both 
nausea  and  vomiting,  and  their  sequelae.  In  fact,  1 
consider  opium  or  its  salt,  morphia,  the  principal 
drug  in  the  armamentarium  of  the  obstetrician. 
During  the  last  stage  of  labor  I  have  found  the  free 
use  of  cold  water  taken  internally  to  act  as  efficiently 
as  ergot  in  stimulating  sluggish  pain,  and  without 
the  danger  that  often  follows  the  use  of  that  valu- 
able drug." 

Dr.  Richards.  Morphine  is  useful  in  the  first 
stages  of  labor,  especially  when  the  pains  are  irreg- 
ular, but  should  not  be  given  in  the  third  stage. 

Dr.  Leonard.  Salts  of  opium,  while  useful  to 
control  nervous  excitement  and  after-pains,  may 
be  given  in  quantities  sufficient  to  deleteriously 
affect  the  child. 

Dr.  Book.  Opium  seems  to  diminish  the  ten- 
dency to  flowing  and  after-pains,  and  is  often  given 
in  too  small  doses. 

Dr.  Davenport  prefers  chloral  hydrate  during 
labor  and  Dover's  powder  to  quiet  nervous  excite- 
ment and  after-pains. 

Dr.  Klein  gives  morphine  to  control  aggravating, 
ineffectual  pains,  nervousness  and  after-pains.  He 
has  never  known  it  to  injure  the  child. 

Dr.  Mulheron  prefers  chloral  hydrate  to  opium 
to  relieve  nervous  suffering  during  labor.  Opium 
is  of  great  service  in  distinguishing  true  from  false 


pains — the  false  being  relieved  while  the  true  are 
unaffected — in  relieving  physician  and  friends  of 
anxiety,  and  in  sustaining  the  reputation  of  the 
accoucheur  among  the  wise  ones  who  are  usually 
present  on  these  important  occasions. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  Dec.  20th,  1877. 

Dr.  Leonard.  A  lady  aged  40  years  has  been 
troubled  with  palpitation  of  the  heart,  since  pu- 
berty— her  I3lh  year — it  coming  on  at  irregular 
mtervals  of  three  to  eight  weeks,  usually  at  night 
and  during  her  best  health.  It  does  not  occur 
during  menstruation,  during  poor  health,  with  de- 
pression of  spirits,  nor  with  excitement.  The 
pulse  becomes  very  irregular,  varying  from  total 
cessation  to  more  than  two  hundred  pulsations  per 
minute,  and  at  times  not  perceptible  at  the  wrist. 
The  change  in  the  number  of  pulsations  is  re- 
markably rapid,  and  the  action  of  the  heart  at 
times  becomes  very  violent  and  painful.  Sleep 
causes  the  heart  to  stop  acting.  The  extremities 
are  cold.  She  usually  feels  quite  well  when  these 
attacks  subside,  but  in  this  instance  the  trouble 
lasted  sixteen  hours,  and  left  the  patient  very  much 
prostrated.  This  woman  suffers  at  times  from 
pain  in  the  back  of  her  head,  which  is  supposed  to 
arise  from  cerebrilis,  or  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
from  which  she  was  afflicted  some  time  ago.  Her 
father,  after  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  was  simi- 
larly affected. 

Gave  morphine,  digitalis  and  chloroform,  with- 
out benefit.  She  receives  most  benefit  from  ce- 
reus. 

Dr.  Lyster  has  seen  this  patient,  and  observed 
the  pulsations  change  from  220  to  '75  per  minute 
almost  instantly.  The  extremities  are  usually 
cold.  Believes  these  attacks  due  to  nervous  diffi- 
culty or  hysteria;  possibly  to  some  uterine  dis- 
ease. 

Dr.  Richards  has  seen  a  similar  case,  in  which 
the  attack  appeared  to  be  due  to  the  food  the  pa- 
tient had  eaten. 

Dr.  Brodie.  This  case  of  palpitation  is  proba- 
bly due  to  some  disease  of  the  nerves,  and  quinine 
and  chloroform  internally  are  indicated. 

Dr.  Greer.  A  lady  had  a  miscarriage,  and  in 
about  one  week  afterwards  some  hemorrhage.  In 
about  two  weeks  more  she  was  taken  with  very  se- 
vere pain  and  tenderness  in  the  knee — possibly 
hysterical,  as  her  tendencies  in  this  direction  are 
very  marked.     The  difficulty  soon  subsided. 

Dr.  Rouse.  A  lady,  aged  56  years,  who  had  suf- 
fered from  disease  of  the  heart  and  dropsy  for 
some  time,  one  Sunday,  a  few  weeks  ago,  had  se- 
vere pain  in  the  head,  especially  in  the  left  side. 
The  right  side  of  the  body  became  paralyzed.  She 
lived  three  days  in  this  condition,  dying  on  Wednes- 
day morning.  The  trouble  was  probably  due  to 
embolism  in  the  encephalon,  but  a  post-mortem 
was  not  permitted  to  confirm  the  diagnosis. 

Dr.  Gustin.  A  child  three  or  four  months  old 
fell  from  its  carriage,  twisting  its  neck.  It  soon 
became  cheerful,  but  the  next  day  it  would  not 
take  its  food.  Its  respirations  when  first  seen 
were  75  per  minute.  They  soon  increased  to  115, 
and  the  child  died. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  Jan.  3d,  1878. 
Dr.  Lyster  read  a  paper  on  "  Mineral   Waters 
and  their  Therapeutic  Uses."     These  waters  are 
held  in  higher  repute  among  the  people  than  by 
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the  profession.  Tiie  waters  are  generally  used 
both  externally  and  internally,  and  at  the  springs 
whence  they  issue,  and  not  a  little  benefit  arises 
from  their  free  use.  This,  with  the  relaxation 
from  business,  change  of  scenes  and  habits,  etc., 
is  the  chief  source  of  the  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  many  of  the  mineral  springs.  The 
waters  which  contain  saHnes  and  sulphur  have 
real  therapeutic  value.  Among  those  of  Michigan 
of  this  class  may  be  mentioned  Mt.  Clemens,  Red- 
ford  and  Springwells.  Bethesda  water  has  been 
used  with  benetit  in  albuminuria,  diabetes,  and  ca- 
tarrh of  the  bladder. 

Samples  of  various  kinds  of  mineral  waters, 
such  as  Redford,  Vichy,  Apollinaris,  Hunyadi- 
Janos,  Saratoga,  etc.,  kindly  supplied  by  McMil- 
lan &  Co.,  of  this  city,  were  presented  for  inspec- 
tion. 

Dr.  Richards.  Much  of  the  benefit  of  mineral 
waters  arises  from  the  increased  quantity  used. 

Dr.  Brodie  has  used  Apollinaris  water  with 
much  benefit  in  the  convalescent  stages  of  fevers. 
Some  of  the  mineral  waters  are  excellent  elimina- 
tives. 

Dr.  Klein.  Mineral  waters  without  gambling 
do  not  seem  so  efficacious  as  others ;  hence,  the 
associations  probably  do  more  good  than  the 
springs. 

Prof.  Dunster  spoke  very  favorably  of  mineral 
waters  as  eliminatives,  and  thought  they  were  too 
little  used  in  the  west.  The  Germans  place  a 
much  higher  value  on  mineral  waters  than  the 
Americans.  In  New  York,  however,  their  use  is 
carried  to  an  extreme.  Some  of  the  artificial  min- 
eral waters,  which  usually  contain  more  carbonic 
acid  than  the  natural,  produce  better  results  than 
the  water  from  the  springs.  Apollinaris  and  Hun- 
yadi-Janos,  which  contain  salts  in  considerable 
quantities,  are  valuable  aperients  ;  Vichy  is  useful 
in  catarrh  of  the  bladder ;  the  saline  waters  are 
beneficial  in  female  diseases,  and  the  Saratoga  as 
an  eliminative. 

Dr.  Mulheron  saw  a  child  three  or  four  months 
old  taken  v/ith  convulsions,  due  apparently  to  indi- 
gestion. The  tonsils  were  swollen,  and  the  child 
was  very  nervous.  On  attempting  to  examine  the 
tonsils,  convulsions  came  on,  the  pupils  dilated, 
and  for  three  or  four  minutes  life  seemed  extinct. 
It  finally  gasped  and  recovered,  but  another  attempt 
to  see  the  tonsils  was  followed  by  similar  results. 
The  child  died  in  convulsions  that  night. 

Dr.  Lyster  saw  a  child  aged  seven  months  who 
had  persistent  vomiting  for  a  day  and  a  night, 
retrocession  of  a  rash,  supposed  to  have  been 
specific,  and  constipation  of  the  bowels.  It  had 
one  hundred  and  fifty  slight  convulsions,  in  none 
of  which  was  consciousness  entirely  lost.  Three 
drops  tincture  of  opium,  increased  to  four,  were 
given,  blisters  applied  behind  the  ears,  and  tur- 
pentine to  the  back.  The  next  day  calomel  and 
Dover's  powder  were  given,  and  the  bowels  moved. 
The  child  had  no  teeth.  It  recovered,  but  the 
right  side  was  partially  paralyzed. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  January  17th,  1878. 

Dr.  Snow  reported  that  a  number  of  cases  of 
.  fever  had  occurred  in  his  neighborhood,  attended 
with  a  typhoid  condition  of  the  system  and  much 
pain  in  the  back  and  head,  somewhat  resembling 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  The  fever  is  remittent, 
but  quinine  is  injurious  except  as  a  tonic  in  con- 
valescence. 

About  twenty  cases  of  scarlatina  have  occurred 


in  his  vicinity  during  the  past  year.  The  dis- 
ease started  near  a  pond  of  stagnant  water,  and 
most  of  the  cases  near  this  pond  were  severe,  while 
elsewhere  they  were  very  light. 

The  drinking  water  is  from  wells  which  vary 
much  in  depth.  On  the  sand  hills,  which  have  a 
substratum  of  clay,  the  water  is  good  and  easily 
obtained  at  twelve  to  twenty  feet,  while  on  the 
clay  soil  the  wells  are  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
feet  deep,  and  the  water  not  unusually  contains 
sulphur.  The  Redford  well  is  two  hundred  feet 
deep,  and  its  water  is  similar  to  that  of  Mt.  Cle- 
mens, hut  of  only  about  half  the  strength. 

Dr.  Brodie — There  have  been  a  number  of  cases 
of  fever  in  the  city  like  those  reported  by  Dr.  Snow. 
This  fever  which  he  calls  nervous  is  remittent,  con- 
tinues about  three  weeks  and  will  not  bear  quinine. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D~ 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  February  7,  1878. 
Dr.  Leonard  read  the  following  paper  on 

AGAMA  GENESIS. 

The  mysteries  of  life-generation,  be  they  animal 
or  vegetable,  are  replete  with  interest  to  the  careful 
investigator. 

Oimie  vivum  ex  ovo  was  a  truism  of  the  great 
Harvey.  Agassiz,  catching  the  inspiration  and  en- 
thusiasm of  this  old  and  patient  investigator,  car- 
ried the  physiological  theorem  still  farther  into  the 
mysteries  of  life  germination,  and  felt  bold  to  say 
oniiie  vivum  ex  cellula,  for  he  showed  that  the  egg 
itself  could  take  on  life  only  as  the  germinal  vesicle 
would  respond  to  cellular  multiplication  through  its 
original  vesicular  segmentation. 

This  is  probably  the  ultimatum  of  life  generation, 
so  far  at  least,  as  the  present  school  of  scientists 
will  be  able  to  discover  its  occult  mysteries. 

Our  purpose,  though,  this  evening  is  to  call  atten- 
tion to  agania  genesis  now  constantly  at  work,  not 
only  within  us,  but  around  us  on  every  side. 

The  living  cellular  development  of  all  animal  tis- 
sues, without  sexual  cellular  contact,  is  a  fact  so 
well  known  that,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  of  its  be- 
ing the  first  round  .in  the  ladder  of  agama-genesis, 
it  would  be  too  familiar  to  need  a  notice  from  me. 
The  birth  of  blood  corpuscles  beloners  to  this  base 
round  of  this  anomalous  system  of  generation. 
A  step  higher,  and  we  come  to  birth,  by  fission, 
and  germination,  no  sexual  contact  being  needed 
in  either  case.  Possibly  the  whole  blood  corpuscle 
belongs  to  a  position  in  the  ascending  scale  ahead 
of  this.  It  (the  corpuscle)  certainly  has  within 
itself  the  germs,  if  not  the  full  grown  faculty,  of  in- 
dependent motion,  as  shown  in  its  amoeboid  move- 
ments. A  young  micro-physiological  professor  of 
my  acquaintance  goes  so  far  as  to  believe  in  the 
classifying  of  these  corpuscles  among  the  hominal 
parasites.  Not,  however,  as  a  true  parasite,  but 
yet  markedly  parasitoid — to  allow  me  to  coin  a  new 
word — in  their  nature.  The  same  has  also  been 
brought  quite  prominently  forward  in  my  own  mind  ; 
though  it  is  so  foreign  to  the  usually  accepted  notion 
of  these  cells  that  I  have  questioned  the  propriety  of 
even  introducing  it  here  lest  I  might  be  misunder- 
stood. 

Ascending  one  step  farther  the  ladder,  and  we 
come  to  the  lowest  order  of  our  polyps.  These 
you  will  admit  are  distinctively  true  animals — (for 
we  wish  to  discard  the  discussion  of  vegetable 
growths  entirely).  And  yet,  they  are  really  a  set 
of  queer  fellows  so  far  as  the  propagation  of  their 
species  is  concerned.  The  medusae  and  some  of 
the  infusoria  grow  another  of  their  like  and  kindred 
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from  their  stalks  or  bodies  even,  and  this  gemi- 
niparous  production  is  as  distinctly  a  new  individual 
as  the  son  or  daughter  is  in  the  human  family. 
Oftentimes  these  budded  polyps,  medusas  or  infu- 
soria will  leave  the  parent  growth,  and  take  on  sep- 
arate and  complete  independent  existence.  All  of 
our  vast  coral  reefs,  plabeous— as  a  notable  in- 
stance, the  State  of  Florida — have  been  Iniilt  up 
by  just  this  kind  of  non-sexual,  or  sexually  inde- 
pendent generation.  In  no  case  has  there  been  a 
fructifying  spermatazoon  brought  into  contact  with 
an  ovum  or  germinal  vesicle. 

In  this  same  great  class  of  animal  life  we  find 
another  peculiar  form  of  generation,  and  one 
equally  independent  of  all  sexual  contact  or  fructi- 
fication. This  is  fission  or  fissiparous  reproduction. 
This  is  not  so  wide-spread  as  that  from  germina- 
tion just  described ;  yet  it  is  by  no  means  so  very 
uncommon  among  the  lower  orders.  It  begins  by 
a  little  cleft-like  formation  on  the  surface  of  the 
body  of  the  parent,  which  gradually  goes  on  in- 
creasing in  depth  and  extent  about  the  surface  of 
the  polyp,  until  the  internal  organs  are  doubled, 
then  divided,  and  finally  a  new  individual  clings  to 
the  parent  stock,  and  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish 
the  parent  from  the  offspring.  What  is  a  singular 
feature  of  the  case,  it  makes  no  difference  in  which 
direction  of  the  parent  polyp,  whether  crosswise  of, 
or  perpendicular  to,  its  body,  the  fission  is  made; 
the  result  of  the  process  will  always  be  two  distinct 
and  perfect  individuals.  In  some  species,  the  par- 
amecia  for  instance,  this  fissiparous  reproduction  is 
quite  rapid  ;  they  cut  themselves  in  two  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  so  that  it  is  possible  for  the 
same  individual  to  be  instrumental  in  the  birth  of 
eight  similar  ones  by  the,  seemingly,  suicidal  policy 
of  cutting  itself  asunder  half  that  many  times. 

There  is  a  rudimentary  exhibit  of  this  gemina- 
tive  law  in  animals  of  a  much  higher  order — aye, 
even  in  man.  You  cut  a  limb  from  a  spider,  or 
crab,  and  he  stumps  it  around,  but  for  a  short  time. 
He  scorns  the  assistance  of  an  orthopedical  me- 
chanician, for  in  due  time  nature  has  given  him 
as  useful  a  member  as  he  had  before  calamity  over- 
took him.  Often  when  caught  in  some  snare, 
they  will,  of  their  own  volition,  dismember  them- 
selves, so  little  do  they  regard  the  loss  of  a  leg. 
Cut  the  arm  from  a  star-fish,  and  should  he  shortly 
come  to  you  when  you  are  blindfolded,  and  ask 
how  many  arms  he  holds  up,  and  you  answer /<?/^r, 
he  would  assuredly  know  you  were  properly  hood- 
winked for  the  mysterious  "sons  of  Malta,"  for 
he  would  present  you  with  his  original  jfive.  Step 
on  the  tail  of  a  lizard,  crushing  it  from  its  body 
to-day,  and  when  he  comes  around  again,  he  has 
another  one  ready  for  you  to  amputate.  Destroy 
what  little  good  looks  a  salamander  has,  by  mash- 
ing off  one  side  of  his  face  and  head,  also  gouging 
out  an  eye,  and  it  won't  be  long  before  he  will 
have  two  jowls  to  pout  at  you,  and  two  eyes  with 
which  to  shun  your  footsteps  in  the  future. 

In  man  you  burn,  you  break,  or  exert  your  power, 
separate,  divide  nerves  or  tendons,  and  new  similar 
elements  take  their  place  ;  all  akin  to  the  fissipara- 
tion  of  our  polypoid  and  infusorial  friends. 

Returning  now  to  our  lower  order  of  acquain- 
tances, we  find  still  a  third  variety  of  reproduction, 
a  nameless  one  however,  and  one  that  sexual  contact 
or  agency,  is  foreign  to,  as  in  the  cases  previously 
given.  It  is  this  :  cut  a  polyp,  or  even  an  individual 
from  one  of  the  much  higher  orders,  as  the  com- 
mon earth-worm  of  our  aniteltdes,  into  several 
pieces,  and  what  is  the  result.?  Why,  that  you 
soon  have  as  many  perfect  beings  as  you  had  pieces 
of  one  only  a  short  time  before. 

Here,  then,  we  have  three  distinct  form  of  agama- 
genesis,  and  still  there  is  a  fourth  form  of  reproduc- 


tion, which  is  common  to  all  these  peculiar  ani- 
mals—that of  reproduction  from  impregnated  ova. 
The  common  fresh-water  hydra  uses  either  the 
geminiparous,  or  ovulatory  form,  the  vorticella,  of 
the  infusoria,  all  of  the  different  forms  just  given, 
for  propagating  its  species. 

Ascending   a  step   higher  in  the   scale,  and   we 
come   to  consider  the   development   oSi  our  tape- 
worms.     Without    giving    any   prolix   statement 
of    their  development   by  the   system   known   as 
"alternate-generation,"    we  will    briefly  trace  the 
growth  of  one  through  its  various  stages.     A  rat 
dies,  infected  with  this  parasite — for  authority  now 
ascribes   to   this    rodent   the  "  first  cause "  of  the 
disease   in   man — is  eaten   by   our  not  over-clean 
friend,  the  hog.     In  his  (the  hog's)   stomach,  the 
eggs  contained  in  the  ovary  of  each  proglottis,  or 
link — for  each  link  is  a  separate  and  distinct  indi- 
vidual—take on  development,  resulting  in  a  small 
hooked  spherical   body,  that  is  carried   throughout 
the  body  of  the  hog  by   means  of  the   circulation, 
into  which  fluid  it  has  wedged  its  way,   using  its 
hooks   as  levers.     With   the   same   instruments  it 
works   its   way  through  the   arterial  coatings  into 
the   muscular  tissues,    herein   becoming   encysted 
through  its  irritating  policy  upon   the   contiguous 
muscular  elements  ;  for  they,  in  self-defense,  throw 
out  calcareous  atoms,  about  the  intruder.     In  this 
state  it  is  a  perfect  non-sexual  being.     The  hog  is 
then  killed,  its  flesh  but  partially  cooked,  is  eaten 
by  man,  when  the  encysted  cysticercus,  freed  from 
its   calcareous  tomb,  begins  to  take  on   develop- 
ment,  by  a  sort  of  germinative  growth  f^om  the 
head,  or  scolex,   thus   having   fastened   itself  near 
the  outlet  of  the  stomach,  to  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  intestine  by  its  hooks.     The  bladder-wall  of 
the   cysticecus   becomes   gradually  narrowed  and 
elongated,  until  it  finally  is  not  much  larger  than  a 
cambric  needle.     It  then  gradually  widens  six  or 
eight  inches  down  from  the  attached  head,  becomes 
firmly  and  fairly  striated,  until  a  positive  link  is 
developed.     All  this  while  it  is  absolutely   a  non- 
sexual individual.     After  a  time  the  series  of  con- 
catenated  proglottides   begin,   severally,  to    show 
signs  of  sexual  development,  and   a   little  farther 
along  down  the  worm,  the  male  sexual  apparatus 
becomes  perfected.     As  the  Imk  still  progresses  in 
age,  the   ovary  is  developed,  with   other   feminine 
organs,  and  you  have  a  sexually  mature  being  of 
the  true  type  of    hermaphrodite — one  capable  of 
self-impregnation.     This,  then,  is  the  history  of  the 
tcenia  soliuin.     You  have  three  stages  of  perfect 
non-sexuality  in  as   many  distinct    beings   offering 
it  a  living  place,  and  with  no  chance  of  fecunda- 
tion, were  it  sexual,  yet  producing  perfect  (in  their 
way)  males,   in  the  first  stage   of  existence,    and 
perfect  hermaphrodites  in  a  later  one. 

The  history  of  the  tape-worm  from  beef  (the  bo- 
thijiocephahis  latus)  is  exactly  similar.  Taking 
another  species  of  tape-worm,  the  tcenia  perfo- 
Hata,  of  the  horse,  and  we  find  a  still  more  won- 
derful plan  of  sexual  development.  The  same 
three  stages  of  alternate  generation  must  be  gone 
through  with  as  in  the  tcetiia  solium  ;  but  when 
the  worm  begins  to  mature  sexually,  we  find  the 
head,  a  non-sexual  being,  developing  the  first  22 
segments  of  itself— though  each  segment  is  a 
perfect  individual— as  bisexual  beings,  while  the 
following  23  segments  are  sexuaWy  fe7nales,  the 
male  generative  apparatus  becoming  completely 
absorbed. 

Ascending  our  agama-generic  ladder  a  round 
higher,  and  we  come  to  our  silk-worms.  When 
Castellet  informed  Reaumur  that  he  had  reared 
perfect  silk-worms  from  the  eggs  of  a  virgin  moth, 
the  great  physicist  incredulously  remarked,  Ex  ni- 
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hilo  Jiihilfit;  and  yet  the  fact  of  being  now  able  to 
do  as  Castellet  affirmed  is  universally  admitted. 

Ascending  still  another  round,  we  come  to  our 
fresh-water  snail  family.  The  great  conchologist, 
Spallanzani,  long  ago  announced  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  keep  the  female  young  of  the  common 
marsh-snail,  paliidina  vivipara  (so  called  because 
it  brings  forth  its  young  alive)  separate  and  apart 
from  all  *£xual  influences,  and  yet  it  will  bring 
forth  perfectly  developed  beings  of  its  kind  (fe- 
males). 

While  speaking  of  snails  we  will  also  introduce 
a  peculiar  generative  feature  of  some  of  the  land 
species.  Some  are  hermaphrodites  (bi-sexual), 
and  yet  are  incapable  of  auto-fecundation.  It 
takes  a  copulative  union  of  two  individuals  to  per- 
fect fertility.  And,  what  is  the  most  wonderful 
feature  of  the  case  is  that  the  same  individual  is 
both  active  and  passive  in  the  single  sexual  en- 
counter ;  that  is,  it  is  fecundating  and  beins;  fe- 
ciiJidated  at  ofte  and  the  satne  time.  In  other 
words,  it  is  the  mother  to  the  progeny  it  will  soon 
bear,  and  father  to  the  progeny  its  sexually  em- 
braced companion  will  bear ;  its  mate  being  the 
father  to  its  family. 

As  we  are  so  closely  upon  our  family  of  mol- 
lusks,  I  might  with  propriety  spend  a  few  words 
upon  our  royal  friend,  the  "rollicking"  oyster. 
Sexually,  it  is  a  complete  duality,  being  a  perfect 
hermaphrodite.  It  is  at  one  and  the  same  act 
auto-fecundating  and  auto-fecundated.  Our  pro- 
fessional friends  who  have  so  much  praised  the 
gustatory  savor  of  a  fat  and  juicy  Miss  or  Mrs. 
Oyster,  will  please  bear  in  mind  hereafter  that  their 
savory  friend  is  just  as  much  an  oysterial  Falstaff, 
with  a  belly  full  of  sac.  (This  may  spoil,  some- 
what, the  romance  about  a  "  saddle  rock,"  but 
we  can't  help  it.) 

Still  ascending  another  stage  in  the  agama- 
generic  series,  we  come  to  our  bee  families.  In 
these,  as  for  instance,  our  common  honey  bee  (apis 
7nellifica)  it  is  found  that  the  fruit  of  the  unim- 
pregnated  ova  of  the  queen  results  in  a  "drone" 
(a  perfect  male)  and  a  drone  always.  This  cu- 
rious fact  was  first  noticed  by  a  Silesian  clergy- 
man, Zierzon.  Baron  von  Werlepsch,  doubting 
the  assertion  of  this  Silesian,  made  a  special  study 
of  the  bee,  and  was  finally  forced  to  believe  the 
wonderful  assertion  of  Zierzon.  Our  great  Ger- 
man naturalist,  Siebold,  then  took  hold  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  with  him  his  no  less  illustrious  contem- 
porary, Leuchart,  and  they  both  gave  it  long  and 
careful  experimental  research,  reaching  the  follow- 
ing conclusions :  The  bee  and  most  hymenop- 
terous  insects  are  capable  of  producing  fertile 
offspring  without  fecundation.  But  these  unfc- 
cundated  eggs  produce  males,  and  males  only. 
The  scientific  term  for  this  virgin-male  genesis  is 
arrhenotoky. 

Siebold  did  not  let  his  labors  rest  here  ;  but 
carrying  his  investigations  among  the  phyllopods, 
one  of  our  crustaceans,  found  a  counterpart  gen- 
eration of  the  bee  among  them.  For  therein 
the  virgin  females  produce  sexually  perfect  fe- 
males, and  females  only ;  and  for  several  genera- 
tions successively  these  females  produced  of  a 
virgin  mother  will,  virginally,  rear  their  female  off- 
spring. This  form  of  agama-genesis  is  known  as 
thelytoky. 


To  give,  now,  a  tabulated  resume  of  the  genetic 
ground  we  have  canvassed,  we  find  : 

1.  A  non-sexual  body  producing  by  segmentation 
and  fission  other  similar  non-sexual  forms. 

2.  An  animal  without  sexual  contact,  producing, 
by  gemination,  others  of  its  kind. 

3.  An  animal  without  sexual  contact  producing 
by  fissiparation,  others  of  its  kind. 

4.  An  animal  by  being  severed  in  pieces — surely 
no  sexual  contact  here! — will  produce  from  each 
piece  an  individual  in  all  ways  similar  to,  and  per- 
fect as,  the  parent  before  mutilation. 

5.  The  second,  third  and  fourth  classes  just  given 
may  all  spring  from  matured  ova. 

6.  A  non-sexual  being  going  through  three  dis- 
tinct stages  (in  as  many  individuals)  of  non-sexual 
life  at  last  producing  offspring  that  are  non-sexual 
(males),  and  then  finally  bisexual  (hermaphrodites). 

A  variety  under  this  head.  Another  non-sexual 
individual  produces,  first,  a  mono-sexual  progeny 
(males),  and  finally,  females. 

7.  The  eggs  of  a  virgin  moth  will  develop  into 
perfect  individuals — silk-worms. 

8.  Hermaphrodites,  fecundating  and  fecundated 
at  the  same  congress. 

9.  A  virgin  producing  males,  and  males  only. 

10.  A  virgin  producing  females,  and  females 
only. 

11.  A  virgin  producing  viviparously  at  living 
birth  sexually  perfect  individuals. 

Well,  gentlemen,  here  is  quite  an  array  of  facts 
that  powerfully  demonstrates  that  sexually  males 
are  not  of  so  very  much  account  so  far  as  they  may 
be  genetically  considered,  after  all.  And  yet,  while  I 
would  not  predicate  the  entire  worthlessness  of 
these  organs  that  go  to  make  a  man  a  man,  yet  I 
cannot  forbear  to  cite  an  instance  or  so  where  a 
rubber  syringe  (a  non-sexual  being  you  must  ad- 
mit) has  done  more  than  a  robust  male  with  all  his 
virility  was  capable  of  doing.  Dr.  J.  Marion 
Sims,  gentlemen,  has  had  one  successful  case  of 
conception,  where,  from  malformation  of  the  va- 
gina, it  had  been  otherwise  impossible  for  it  to  have 
taken  place.  The  means  he  employed  was  to 
make  an  intra-uterine  injection  of  the  seminal 
fluid  which  the  husband  had  deposited  in  abun- 
dance where  the  doctor  could  get  hold  of  it.  In 
this  particular  case  but  one-half  drop  of  the  fe- 
cundating fluid  was  left  in  the  uterine  cavity. 

My  old  preceptor,  Dr.  G.  C.  E.  Weber,  has  also 
had  one  successful  case  of  this  artificial  impregna- 
tion of  the  human  female.  These  two  cases  are 
the  only  ones  with  which  I  am  acquainted  where 
this  form  of  impregnation  has  been  made.  But 
from  these  cases,  although  limited,  I  think  we  are 
warranted  in  assuming  that  it  is  possible  (although 
not  altogether  probable,  when  we  take  into  consid- 
eration the  natural  propensities  of  the  human 
race)  that  a  virgin  of  xk&  genus  homo  may  show  us 
the  anomaly  of  virginal  maternity. 

Dr.  Beech,  of  Coldwater,  Reported  a  case  in 
which  a  dog  too  young  to  eat  flesh  suffered  from 
tape-worm,  and  though  the  dog  lived  for  a  number 
of  years,  it  could  never  be  induced  to  eat  raw 
meat. 

Dr.  Leonard.  Eggs  of  tape-worm  and  other 
parasites  are  very  common  in  hot-house  vegetables. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 
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Clippings. 


COLLODIUM  lODOFORMIATUM. — It  is  made  by 
dissolving  one  part  of  iodoform  in  fifteen  parts  of 
flexible  collodion.  It  was  successfully  used  by 
Moleschott  for  alleviating  intense  pain  caused  by 
gouty  swellings,  in  orchitis,  glandular  swellings, 
etc. — Ajnerican  Practitioner. 


Chloroform  Narcosis.  —  Wachsmuth,  of 
Berlin,  asserts  that  much  of  the  danger  from  the 
administration  of  chloroform  may  be  averted  by 
adding  to  it  20  percent  of  oil  of  turpentine,  which, 
he  says,  stimulates  the  lungs  and  thus  protects 
them  against  the  great  enemy  of  chloroform  nar- 
cosis— pulmonary  paralysis. — Louisville  Medical 
News. 


Phosphorus  in  Sciatica. — Dr,  Volquardsen, 
in  a  Pesth  medical  journal  quoted  by  the  London 
Medical  Record,  reports  a  case  of  sciatica  which 
lasted  for  two  years  and  defied  all  treatment.  He 
then  arrived  at  the  idea  of  trying  the  internal  use 
of  phosphorus,  which  he  prescribed  in  doses  of  fif- 
teen milligrams  (about  one-fourth"of  a  grain)  three 
times  a  day.  Three  days  sufficed  to  obtain  a 
marked  improvement,  and  three  weeks  brought  a 
complete  cure. 

Death  from  Chloroform  need  never  occur, 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  Syme,  Lister  and 
Hughes,  if  this  simple  rule  be  observed :  "  Never 
mind  the  pulse,  never  mind  the  heart,  leave  the  pupil 
to  itself.  Keep  your  eye  on  the  breathing  ;  and  if  it 
becomes  embarrassed  to  a  grave  extent,  take  an 
artery-forceps  and  pull  the  tongue  well  out."  Syme 
never  lost  a  case  from  chloroform,  although  he 
gave  it  five  thousand  times ;  this  simple  rule 
enabled  him  (so  he  thought)  to  make  this  excellent 
record. — Lancet, 


Viburnum  Prunifolium  in  Abortion  and 
Menorrhagia. — Dr.  D.  B.  Nisbet,  of  Georgia, 
gave  drachm  doses  of  the  tincture  of  viburnum 
prunifoliu7n  to  a  pregnant  woman  who  had  suf- 
fered from  an  injury  of  the  abdomen  and  was 
threatened  with  premature  delivery.  This  with 
rest  put  an  end  to  uterine  contractions  and  gesta- 
tion was  not  interrupted.  In  another  case  of  ex- 
cessive menstrual  flow,  the  use  of  the  remedy, 
commencing  two  days  before  the  discharge,  ren- 
dered the  flow  normal  in  character. — New  Reme- 
dies. 


Treatment  of  Burns  with  Bi-carb.  Sod^. 
— Many  of  the  journals  of  the  day  have  allusions 
to  the  use  of  a  solution  of  sodic  bi-carbonate  as 
a  local  application  to  buriied  surfaces,  however 
large.  Some  of  their  readers  have  tried  solutions 
of  varying  strength,  and  not  a  few  have  written 
that  they  were  disappointed. 

In  order  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  use  a  saturated  solution,  one  pint  to  six, 
or  thereabouts,  and  apply  it  on  lint  or  other  suit- 
able dressing.  This,  in  many  cases,  gives  almost 
instantaneous  relief. — Chicago  Medical  Journal 
and  Exatniner. 


Grindelia  Robusta  in  Phthisis. — Grindelia 
robusta,  the  remedy  which  has  been  introduced  in 
the  treatment  of  spasmodic  asthma,  has  been  used 
at  the  Charity  Hospital,  N.  Y.,  with  favorable  re- 
sults, but  in  a  manner  different  from  what  might 
have  been  expected.  It  was  supposed  that,  if  the 
agent  relieved  the  spasmodic  condition  in  asthma, 
it  might  prove  of  service  in  the  cough  of  phthisis. 


and  for  this  purpose  it  was  given  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  patients  in  the  medical  wards.  It  was  also 
administered  in  a  case  of  asthma.  In  the  asth- 
matic patient  no  benefit  was  obtained,  but  in  the 
phthisis  cases  considerable  relief  to  the  distressing 
cough  was  noticed  in  the  majority  of  cases. — New 
Remedies. 


Camphor  as  a  Hypnotic— Wittich  has  re- 
peatedly administered  camphor  to  relieve  the  in- 
somnia which  accompanies  certain  forms  of  mania, 
hysterical  insanity  and  hypochondria.  He  has 
found  that  under  such  conditions  camphor  acts 
much  better  than  chloral,  morphine  or  bromide  of 
potassium.  He  administers  it  by  hypodermic  in- 
jection. He  dissolves  it  in  olive  oil,  and  the  dose 
which  he  recommends  is  from  one  to  one  and  a 
quarter  grains.  Small  doses  are  more  certain  to 
produce  sleep  than  large  doses.  The  sedative 
effect,  as  a  rule,  appears  rapidly,  and  the  sleep  pro- 
duced lasts  several  hours.  The  injection  is  to  be 
repeated  when  the  restlessness  re-appears. —  Jour, 
de  Med.  de  Bordeaux. 


Poke  Root  {Phytolacca^. — Some  think  it  is  a 
specific  for  rheumatism,  so  I  persuaded  one  of  my 
patients  to  take  it,  twelve  drops  of  the  tincture 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  she  did  so  for  ten 
days,  and  she  got  alarmingly  worse  in  that  length 
of  time.  I  know  it  did  her  an  injury.  Her  stomach 
was  in  good  condition,  also  her  kidneys,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  ten  days  she  had  no  appetite,  and  the 
kidneys  were  quite  inactive ;  the  disease  was  in 
her  hands  and  feet  only,  but  it  went  to  the  brain, 
lungs,  heart,  spine,  and,  in  truth,  the  whole  body; 
she  has  taken  quarts  of  the  juice  of  the  berries 
without  any  advantage ;  and  I  can  say,  you  can 
rely  on  no  course  for  any  two  patients,  or  twice  for 
the  same  patient. — Physio-Medical  Journal. 


Source  of  Curare  (Woorara).— Dr.  Jobert, 
writing  from  Berlin  de  Para,  makes  the  following 
statements  in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  this 
poison  by  the  Indians  :  The  principal  ingredients 
are  urariuva  (probably  strychnos  castlenoe.  Wed.) 
and  eko,  also  called  pani  du  maharao  (probably 
cocculus  toxiferus,  Wed.)  The  young  bark  of 
these  plants  is  well  scraped,  and  the  scrapings 
mixed  in  the  proportion  of  four  parts  of  the  former 
and  one  of  the  latter.  The  mixture  is  well  kneaded 
with  the  hands,  and  in  a  funnel  made  of  a  palm- 
leaf  exhausted  with  cold  water,  the  liquid  being 
returned  seven  or  eight  times.  The  red  infusion  is 
boiled  with  fragments  of  taja  (an  aroidea),  and 
mucura-ea-ha,  or  eone  (probably  Dedelphy's  cou- 
crioosa).  After  about  six  hours  the  liquid  has 
acquired  a  thick  consistence,  and  is  mixed  with  the 
scrapings  of  three  species  of  pepper  (artanthe)  ? 
and  tan-ma-gere,  and  again  boiled,  and  allowed  to 
cool,  when  it  will  have  the  consistence  of  a  thick 
paste. —  Jour,  de  Pharm.  et  de  Chim. 

Phytolacca  Decantra  as  a  Remedy  for 
Inflammation  of  the  Mamm^.— Phytolacca 
has  deservedly  become  a  popular  remedy  with 
some  physicians.  My  attention  was  first  called  to 
the  above  remedy  about  three  years  ago,  and  ever 
since  I  have  been  using  it  in  inflammation  of  the 
mamms  whenever  opportunity  afforded  itself  to 
do  so,  and,  I  must  say,  without  a  single  failure  in 
quite  a  number  of  cases.  My  plan  of  treatment  is 
as  follows  :  As  soon  as  any  symptoms  of  inflam- 
mation make  their  appearance,  or  my  attention  is 
called  to  it,  I  prescribe  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  the 
fl.  ext.  Phytolacca  decantra  every  three  or  four 
hours.  The  breast  should  be  fully  bathed  with  the 
fl.  ext.   or  tincture   of  phytolacca,   and   a   woolen 
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cloth  wrung  out  of  hot  water  applied  as  hot  as 
can  be  borne,  which  facilitates  the  cure,  and  gives 
the  patient  a  grateful  feeling  of  relief. — R.  H. 
Andrews,  M.  D.,  in  the  Medical  Sumi7iary. 


Dam  I  ANA. — For  a  long  time  we  found  no  patient 
who  seemed  a  proper  subject  upon  which  to  test 
it.  At  last,  our  friend,  Dr.  de  Cailhol,  described 
to  us  a  case,  that  seemed  a  good  one  to  test 
the  alleged  virtues  of  damiana  upon.  We  fur- 
nished tihe  doctor  with  two  bottles,  which  he  gave  to 
his  patient  with  diref^tions  to  take  one  teaspoonful 
three  times  a  day.  The  case  was  one  of  com-^lete 
impotency  following  an  attack  of  malarial  fever. 
This  had  resisted  phosphorus,  taken  for  some 
time,  also  nux  vomica  and  strychnia.  The  patient 
completely  recovered  from  his  affection  before  he 
had  finished  taking  the  amount  named,  and  now, 
two  months  afterward,  is  fully  restored. 

We  have  another  case  under  observation  and 
hope  to  report  it  in  a  few  months.  We  are  satis- 
fied that  the  drug  has  a  special  aphrodisiac  effect ; 
how  far  it  may  be  available  for  medical  purposes  is, 
as  yet,  undetermined. — St.  Louis  Clinical  Record. 


Caffeine  as  a  Diuretic  and  Cardiac  Stim- 
ulant.— Some  time  ago  Prof.  Gubler  stated  that 
caffeine  induced  abundant  and  instantaneous  diure- 
sis in  cases  of  cardiac  dropsy.  Dr.  L.  Shapter  has 
recently  reported  cases  which  confirm  this  observa- 
tion, and  indicate  a  stimulating  action  of  the  drug 
upon  the  heart.  In  these  cases  the  patients  were 
in  the  latter  stages  of  heart  disease,  with  dropsy, 
dyspnoea,  weak  and  irregular  heart  action,  and 
diminished  renal  excretion.  Caffeine,  in  gr.  iij  do?es 
from  one  to  three  times  a  day,  was  given,  after 
digitalis  and  potash  had  been  tried  unsuccessfully. 
All  of  the  four  reported  cases  showed  rapid  and 
marked  improvement,  the  urine  generally  doubling 
in  amount  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Caffeine  has  been  shown  to  be  a  vascular  and 
cardiac  tonic.  Whether  in  these  weak  and  dilated 
hearts  it  acts  as  a  direct  stimulant  or  chiefly  by 
increasing  diuresis  and  thus  unloading  the  circula- 
tion it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  at  any  rate,  its 
special  value  seems  to  be  pretty  well  shown. —  The 
Practitioner,  Jan.,  1879. 


after  the  ninth  injection,  and  the  foetus  was  born. 
Three  similar  cases  have  been  observed.  Care 
should  be  used  in  giving  subcutaneous  injections  of 
pilocarpin  to  pregnant  women  ;  but  it  may  be  use- 
ful where  premature  confinement  is  desired. 

Prof.  Mueller  (Berne),  in  the  German  Gynsecolo- 
gical  Society,  spoke  on  the  use  of  pilocarpin  in  ob- 
stetrics (y4?«.  J.  (Jbst.,  January,  1879).  It  certainly 
would  be  a  great  advantage  if  premature  labor 
could  be  induced  by  internal  remedies,  but  his  ex- 
periments with  this  agent  are  not  encouraging.  It 
does  not  act  so  powerfully  as  ergot,  and  after  two 
days  loses  its  effect.  In  three  cases  of  contracted 
pelvis  and  one  of  albuminuria,  it  was  ineffectual. 

Saenger  (Leipsic)  thinks  it  has  a  "  qualified  ec- 
bolic  influence."  Atropme  acts  as  an  antidote,  ar- 
resting pains  caused  by  pilocarpin. — London  Med. 
Record,  Dec.  ij,  i8y8. 


Cascara  Sagrada. — An  eastern  medical  jour- 
ual  took  occasion  some  months  ago  to  denounce 
this  medicine  as  a  fraud  foisted  upon  the  profes- 
sion by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  It  was  furthermore 
charged  that  the  journals  which  had  spoken  favor- 
ably of  cascara  sagrada  had  been  "  entrapped  or 
else  deliberately  bargained  into  giving  their  sanc- 
tion and  aid  to  this  form  of  mercantile  exploita- 
tion of  the  profession  and  their  patients."  Finally 
it  was  demanded  that  they  "  publicly  retract  their 
statements  about  these  pretended  remedies." 
This  coarse  attack  upon  the  integrity  of  a  great 
mercantile  house  and  upon  the  honor  of  American 
journalism  has  elicited  an  almost  universal  and 
unanimous  reiteration  of  the  good  words  previ- 
ously bestowed  on  cascara  sagrada  by  the  im- 
pugned journals.  In  this  city  it  is  largely  used, 
and  with  us  is  a  favorite  laxative.  It  is  not  worth 
while  for  us  at  this  day  to  make  any  defense 
or  bestow  praise  on  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  or  cascara 
sagrada.  Where  they  are  known  they  are 
trusted.  We  indorse  both. — Louisville  Medical 
News. 


Pilocarpin  in  Abortion. — Dr.  Chadzynki 
states  that  he  has  seen  very  favorable  results  by 
treating  skin  diseases  (psoriasis,  syphilis,  etc.)  with 
hypodermic  injections  of  pilocarpin,  but  in  one 
case,  a  syphilitic  girl,  aged  21,  labor  began  suddenly 


Physiological  Action  of  Borax. — It  is  well 
known  that  borax  has  been  advantageously  ap- 
plied in  preservation  of  meat.  Some  experiments 
have  lately  been  made  by  M.  de  Cyon  as  to  the 
physiological  action  of  that  substance.  He  fed 
dogs  by  one  series  of  experiments  on  meat  pre- 
served by  M.  Jourde's  process,  and  in  another  on 
fresh  food  to  which  various  quantities  of  borax 
were  added.  It  was  found  that  borax  added  to 
meat  to  the  extent  of  twelve  grams  daily  (which  is 
ten  times  what  the  Jourde's  process  requires)  may 
be  taken  in  diet  without  causing  the  least  disorder 
of  general  nutrition.  Further,  borax  substituted 
for  common  salt  increases  the  power  of  assimilat- 
ing meat,  and  may  greatly  increase  the  weight  of  an 
animal,  even  when  the  alimentation  is  exclusively 
albuminoid.  These  observations,  we  are  reminded, 
apply  only  to  pure  borax,  that  is,  containing  neither 
salts  of  alum  and  lead,  nor  carbonate  of  soda, 
which  are  often  met  with  in  the  borax  of  com- 
merce.— Boston  Jour,  of  Cheni. 


The  Pawpaw  a  Digestive. — It  is  stated  by  a 
German  naturalist,  Herr  Wittmach,  that  the  creamy 
juice  of  the  unripe  pawpaw  (Cerica  payaya)  when 
boiled  with  tough  meat  whether  fresh  or  salted, 
renders  it  tender  and  easy  of  digestion.  Hard- 
boiled  eggs  are  also  said  to  be  rendered  soft  and 
friable  by  being  digested  for  twenty-four  hours  in 
warm  water,  to  which  a  few  drops  of  the  juice  has 
been  added  ;  and  that,  if  taken  in  large  quantities 
without  solid  food  the  juice  acts  most  injuriously 
on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  in- 
testines. In  Quito  the  juice  is  smeared  over  the 
meat  before  cooking,  and  is  in  very  general  use  ; 
and  in  the  Barbadoes,  pigs  who  ate  largely  of  the 
fruit  suffered  considerably  in  health  unless  they 
had  a  considerable  amount  of  other  food.  The 
fruit,  when  fully  ripe,  is  of  a  bright  yellow  color,  is 
seven  or  eight  inches  long,  and  has  the  flavor  of  a 
citron  with  a  slight  admixture  of  turpentine.  If 
the  pawpaw  really  possesses  these  qualities,  the  in- 
spissated juice  of  the  unripe  fruit  would  be  a  valu- 
able addition  to  our  means  of  treating  various 
kinds  of  dyspepsia,  and  be  a  cheap  substitute  for 
pepsine. — British  Med.  Jour. 


Rhus  Toxicodendron. — Rhus  has  an  affinity 
for  fibrous  and  serous  tissues.  It  bears  the  same 
relation  to  a  sprain  that  arnica  does  to  a  bruise. 
It  acts  specially  upon  the  tendons  and  their  ex- 
pansions. Whenever  there  is  great  pain  in  mov- 
ing the  joints,  together  with  rigidity,  after  rest, 
then  rhus  is  indicated,  and  will  give  speedy  re- 
lief. I  have  recently  tested  it  thoroughly  in  sev- 
eral cases,  of  both  sprains  and  rheumatism,  and 
it  acted  with  more  promptness  than  any  remedy 
hitherto  in  use.     I  use  it  internally  and  externally 
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at  the  same  time,  but  I  give  it  in  doses  of  one  to 
two  drops,  three  times  a  day.  In  vascular  erysipe- 
las rhus  is  a  very  reliable  remedy,  especially  when 
there  is  burning  and  itching.  These  symptoms 
accompanying  eczema,  bullae,  and  other  skin  affec- 
tions, indicate  rhus.  In  typhoid  fever,  when  there 
is  pain  and  tenderness  about  the  caecum,  rhus 
will  aid  the  cure.  In  bronchitis  of  old  people  it 
often  does  good  service.  It  is  indicated  by  a 
tough  phlegm  which  comes  up  in  plugs,  and  an 
aggravation  of  the  cough  on  awaking  in  the  morn- 
ing. In  that  painful  affection  of  the  hip-joint, 
called  sciatica,  rhus  is  one  of  our  best  remedies. 
In  subacute  rheumatic  fever,  where  there  is  char- 
acteristic extreme  restlessness,  and  constant  desire 
to  change  position,  rhus  will  seldom  fail  in  afford- 
ing the  wanted  relief.  The  above  is  the  sphere  of 
its  action,  and  when  indicated  will  be  found  a  re- 
liable remedy. — /.  J.  M.  Goss,  M.  D.,  in  Lansdale 
Medical  Summary. 


The  Action  of  Duboisine. — Duboisine,  the 
active  principle  of  duboisia  tnyoporoides,  an  Aus- 
tralian shrub,  is  a  drug  which  is  contending  for 
the  place  of  atropine  in  ocular  therapeutics.  A 
case  displaying  its  powerful  action  is  related  by  Dr. 
W.  W.  Seely,  in  the  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Clinic 
for  February  1 5th.  He  instilled  three  or  four  drops 
of  duboisine  (gr.  iv.  to  §  i.)  into  the  eye  of  a  pa- 
tient, taking  no  pains  to  prevent  its  passing  into  the 
throat.  The  same  patient  had  used  a  four-grain 
solution  of  atropine  for  some  weeks,  with  only 
local  effects.  In  five  minutes  after  instillation  of 
the  duboisine  the  pupil  was  dilated,  the  accom- 
modation paralyzed,  and  the  patient  was  complain- 
ing of  great  faintness.  In  fifteen  minutes  the 
faintness  began  to  improve,  but  the  patient  felt  very 
drowsy ;  slight  dryness  of  the  throat  was  present. 
The  face  was  not  flushed,  and  the  pulse  was 
normal.  In  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes  the  pa- 
tient was  able  to  walk  home,  though  still  feeling 
sleepy.  The  next  day  there  was  marked  oral  and 
faucial  dryness,  but  on  the  third  day  the  patient 
felt  well,  and  the  pupil  was  normal.  The  points 
in  which  the  drug  differed  from  atropine  in  its 
effects  were,  ist.  The  vertigo  or  faintness  ;  2d. 
The  sleepiness,  which  was,  however,  rather  stupor 
than  sleepiness;  3d.  The  late  appearance  of 
faucial  dryness;  4th.  The  apparently  negative 
effects  on  the  pulse  ;  5th.  The  absence  of  flush- 
ing of  the  face. — Medical  Record. 


Oxalate  of  Cerium  in  Chronic  Cough. — 
My  attention  was  first  called  to  the  oxalate  of 
cerium  in  chronic  cough  something  over  a  year 
ago,  since  which  time  I  have  used  it  in  a  goodly 
number  of  instances,  until  I  have  come  to  regard 
it  as  one  of  the  principal  remedies  in  the  treatment 
of  this  distressing  malady.  Coughs  resulting  from 
chronic  bronchitis,  phthisis,  and  chronic  laryngitis 
have  promptly  yielded  to  this  remedy  in  my  hands, 
after  both  the  internal  and  external  administration 
of  other  drugs  had  signally  failed.  In  giving  it  to 
adults,  in  only  one  instance  have  I  ever  experienced 
any  ill  effects  from  its  use.  Upon  this  occasion  I 
used  seven  grains  at  first,  which  produced  narcotic 
effects.  I  then  reduced  the  quantity  to  five  grains, 
which  quieted  the  cough  without  the  deleterious 
effects  first  produced.  When  I  first  began  using 
oxalate  of  cerium  I  produced  decidedly  narcotic 
effects  in  two  instances  from  the  administration  of 
five  grains  to  children  of  from  ten  to  thirteen  years 
of  age.  In  prescribing  this  drug  I  invariably 
direct  it  to  be  taken  half  an  hour  before  rising  in 
the  morning ;  and  I  may  say  that,  although  I  have 
used  it  frequently,  I  have  in  only  one  or  two  in- 
stances been  disappointed  in  the  effects  produced. 


I  give  five  grains  to  adults,  and  diminish  the  dose, 
when  treating  children,  in  proper  ratio,  according 
to  agt.— Frank  Allfort,  M.  D.,  in  N.  V.  Medical 
Record. 


Bromide  of  Ammonium  in  too  Frequent 
Menstruation.— Since  my  incidental  allusion  in 
the  Recorder  of  November  last,  to  bromide  of 
ammonium  in  too  frequent  menstruation,  I  have  been 
receiving  letters  of  inquiry  from  some  of  your 
readers  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  using  it.  Al- 
low me  to  answer  these  inquiries,  once  for  all, 
through  your  columns. 

I  was  led,  in  the  first  place,  to  use  this  prepara- 
tion on  the  a  priori  consideration  that  such  a  form 
of  derangement  was,  apparently  in  the  majority  of 
instances,  the  result  of  a  too  great  excitement  of  the 
genital  system.  In  other  words,  too  frequent  men- 
struation often  appears  as  a  purely  functional  de- 
rangement, coming  on  periodically  at  intervals  of 
a  fortnight,  or  every  three  weeks,  and  is  not,  like 
metrorrhagia,  dependent  upon  structural  lesions, 
polypus,  displacements,  etc.  In  these,  the  abnor- 
mal uterine  flux  is  apt  to  be  non-periodical,  or  if 
so,  only  at  the  monthly  molimem.  If  lesions  do 
occur  in  the  functional  variety,  they  are  either  in- 
cidental or  arise  as  secondary  results.  Too  fre- 
quent menstruation  is  most  commonly  seen  in  fe- 
males from  the  age  of  puberty  up  to  the  thirtieth 
year ;  and  in  those  somewhat  delicate,  of  the  ner- 
vous or  sanguine  temperament,  and  habituated  to 
indolent  or  luxurious  modes  of  life. 

These  etiological  factors  in  mind,  the  rational 
mode  of  treatment  is  to  administer  bromide  of 
ammonia  as  a  genital  sedative,  not  at  the  time  of 
the  expected  menstrual  flux — but  in  advance  of  it. 
I  make  it  a  rule  to  order  its  administration  for  at 
least  a  week  before  the  expected  molimen,  in  doses 
of  ten  grains  before  each  meal  and  bed  time. 
Syrup  of  orange  peel  is  a  suitable  vehicle  for  its 
administration.  Suppose  the  menstrual  flow  to 
appear  every  two  weeks,  I  endeavor  to  ascertain 
which  of  alternate  periods  is  the  normal  one.  In 
the  majority  of  instances  this  cannot  be  deter- 
mined, but  if  it  can,  the  bromide  is  only  ordered 
antecedently  to  the  abnormal  flow.  When  the 
normal  one  cannot  be  ascertained  the  medicine 
may  be  ordered  before  both  the  fortnightly  moli- 
mens,  and  the  one  that  is  abnormal  will  almost  in- 
variably cease  to  appear.  As  a  precautionary 
measure  the  medicine  should  be  taken  before  two 
or  three  subsequent  and  consecutive  periods  to 
prevent  the  possible  re-appearance  of  the  abnormal 
issue. —  J.  R.  Black,  M.  D.,  in  the  Ohio  Medical 
Recorder. 


Syrup  of  Verba  Santa.— In  the  January  num- 
ber I  notice  an  article  on  elixir  of  yerba  santa, 
which  makes  an  excellent  preparation,  but  does 
not  fully  disguise  the  bitter  taste  of  quinia,  as  all 
will  testify  who  have  given  it  a  trial. 

But  little  is  yet  known  of  the  medical  properties 
of  yerba  santa,  yet  I  predict  that  in  the  near  future 
it  will  prove  of  great  value  in  many  diseases.  Many 
are  already  using  it  with  success  in  asthma  and  as 
an  expectorant.  The  principle  by  which  it  so 
readily  disguises  quinia  is  a  mucilaginous,  gummy 
substance,  which,  by  coming  in  contact  with  the 
glands  of  the  mouth,  coats  them  over,  so  to  speak, 
and  prevents  them  for  a  time  from  being  affected 
by  other  medicines.  This  is  readily  shown  by 
chewing  a  few  of  the  leaves  and  then  taking  quinia 
in  the  mouth,  when  to  your  surprise  it  has  no  more 
taste  than  so  much  starch.  One  physician  even 
declared  at  first  that  I  had  filled  the  quinia  jar  with 
flour. 

I  have  used  yerba  santa  for  more  than  a  year  in 
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disguising  the  taste  of  nauseous  medicines,  prin- 
cipally quinia,  and  it  has  in  every  instance  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  physicians  who  have  given 
it  a  trial. 

Of  the  many  preparations  which  might  be  made 
from  this  herb,  I  find,  after  numerous  experiments, 
that  the  one  best  adapted  for  disguising  quinia  is 
an  aromatic  syrup,  the  formula  for  which  I  append, 
the  advantages  over  the  formula  already  printed 
being  easiness  of  preparation,  and  also  the  greater 
facility  of  holding  the  quinia  in  solution. 

The  one  great  difficulty  of  all  the  preparations  is 
that  they  will  not  admit  of  the  quinia  being  dis- 
solved by  the  usual  solvent  and  still  retain  their 
efficacy. 

AROMATIC   SYRUP   OF   VERBA  SANTA. 

Verba  santa,  i  pound. 
Bicarbonate  of  potassa,  3  drachms. 
Cinnamon,  i  ounce. 
Cloves,  I  ounce. 
Anise  seed,  4  drachms. 
Coriander  seed,  4  drachms. 
Cardamon  seed,  4  drachms. 
Cochineal,  2  drachms. 
Sugar,  6  pounds. 
Water,  i  gallon. 

Boil  the  aromatics,  except  the  cloves,  with  the 
yerba  santa,  bicarbonate  of  potassa,  and  water  for 
one  hour ;  add  the  cloves  and  cochineal,  and  con- 
tinue to  boil  twenty  minutes  longer  ;  strain,  express, 
and  add  the  sugar,  dissolving  it  with  gentle  heat ; 
lastly,  add  water  sufficient  to  make  one  gallon.  A 
small  quantity  of  brandy  added  when  cold  will  im- 
prove the  flavor  of  the  syrup  and  keep  it.  from  sour- 
ing.— C.  A.  Mosher,  of  Santa  Ana,  Cal.,  in  the 
Druggists  Circular. 


Citrate  of  Caffeine  as  a  Diuretic  in  Car- 
diac Dropsy. — Prof.  Gubler  called  attention  some 
time  since  to  the  property   of  the   citrate   or  the 
bromhydrate  of  cafTeine,  given  in  doses  of  four  to 
eight  grains,  of  producing  abundant  and  instantan- 
eous diuresis   in    cases   of   cardiac    dropsy,    either 
when  given  hypodermically  or  by  the  mouth.     Dr. 
Lewis  Shapter  {Practitioner,  January)  adds  to  this 
his  experience  with  the  citrate  alone.      The  dose 
given  by  Dr.  S.  has  not   exceeded  three  grains  in 
any  case,  on  account  of  the  nausea  and  vomiting 
produced  by  larger  amounts.     This  has  been  suf- 
ficient, however,  to  establish  copious  diuresis  as  a 
general  thing,  even  in  the  most  advanced  stages  of. 
cardiac  dropsy.     In  one  of  Dr.  S.'s   cases  a  pill  of 
citrate  of  caffeine,  three  grains,  was  given  at  night. 
The  urine  previously  passed  had  been  to  the  amount 
of  a  pint  to  a  pint  and  a  half  in  twenty-four  hours. 
During  the  first  night   after   taking  the  pill,    and 
the  next  morning,  the  patient  passed  two  and  a 
half  pints  of  urine.     Subsequently  citrate   of  caf- 
feine in  three-grain  doses  was  ordered  in  solution 
with  glycerine  and  water,  and  for  six  weeks,  while 
this  was  continued,  the  amount    of   urine    passed 
during  each  twenty-four  hours  amounted  to  from 
two  to  three  pints.      Other  cases  are  detailed  by 
Dr.  Shapter,  in  which  the  citrate  of  caffeine  acted 
equally  well.     His  observations   lead   him    to   the 
opinion  that  citrate  of  caffeine  occupies  a  "special" 
place  as  a  therapeutic  agent  in  cardiac  disorder,  its 
position  being  limited  as  a  cardiac  diuretic  to  ad- 
vanced cases  of  cardiac  disorders,  or  such  advanc- 
ing cases  of  cardiac  disorders  where  muscular  em- 
barrassment  and  neurosal,  inco-ordinate   cardiac 
action  (the  indicators  of  progressive  mural  decay) 
exist.      The  existence  of  these  symptoms  appears 
clinically  to  forbid  the   administration    of   "  tonic  " 
doses  of  digitalis  so  long  as  an  outlet  has  not  been 
effected  from  the  venous  system  which  shall,  coin- 


cidently  with  more  powerful  cardiac  contraction, 
relieve  the  stagnating  pressure  of  venous  blood  on 
the  right  side  of  the  heart.  Citrate  of  caffeine  is 
(i)  a  diuretic.  (2)  It  increases  the  heart's  action, 
either  («)  directly  by  stimulating  the  organ  itself,  or 
(b)  indirectly  by  means  of  the  arteries,  which  it  also 
excites  to  further  contraction.  After  discussing  its 
physiological  action  at  some  length.  Dr.  S.  con- 
cludes that,  whatever  may  be  the  true  theory  of  the 
action  of  citrate  of  caffeine,  the  opinion  is  forced 
upon  him  from  observation,  that  in  doses  of  gr.  iii 
to  gr.  vi  it  is  a  diuretic  and  cardiac  stimulant  of 
great  value  in  cases  of  cardiac  dropsy  where  a  di- 
lated, feeble,  and  irregularly  contracting  heart  un- 
dergoing progressive  mural  decay  is  the  main  clin- 
ical and  pathological  element  to  be  contended 
against. — Philadelphia  Medical  Times. 


Benzoate  of  Lithia. — Dr.  T.  O.  Summers 
says  :  "  In  our  hands  benzoate  of  lithia  has  often 
a  most  magical  effect  in  diminishing  the  uric  acid 
deposits  and  increasing  the  free  hippuric  acid  of 
the  urine.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  this  agent 
acts  in  a  manner  entirely  different  from  the  alka- 
lies in  the  cure  of  uric  acid  deposits.  Benzoate  of 
lithia  acts  upon  the  urine  before  it  leaves  the 
blood,  converting  the  uric  acid,  which  would 
otherwise  be  deposited,  into  hippuric  acid,  a 
harmless  agent,  which  passes  off  in  solution,  leav- 
ing no  ill  effects.  The  alkalies  do  not  act  in  this 
way.  They  dissolve  the  uric  acid  directly  after 
it  has  left  the  blood.  Hence,  while  they  are 
clearly  indicated  in  those  cases  in  which  the  acid- 
ity of  the  urine  is  so  great  as  to  produce  irritabil- 
ity of  the  bladder  or  any  part  of  the  genito-urinary 
apparatus,  it  is  clear  that  they  cannot  change  the 
lithic  acid  diathesis — an  end  which  we  may  hope 
to  attain  according  to  the  rationale  of  the  benzoate 
of  lithia  action." — Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery. 


Capsicum  and  Quinine. — Capsicum  combined 
with  quinine  will  diminish  the  size  of  the  dose 
requisite,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  ginger  and 
other  aromatics.  A  good  dose  of  capsicum  com- 
bined with  twenty  grains  of  quinine  will  act  as 
well  as  thirty  grains  of  quinine  without  the  capsi- 
cum. Spices  in  general  stimulate  the  portal  cir- 
culation, and  promote  the  flow  of  bile,  and  hence 
their  universal  use  in  hot  climates.  There  is  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  quinine  and  capsicum  to 
purge,  and  sometimes  to  purge  violently.  In  such 
cases  the  purgative  action  is  caused  by  the  in- 
creased flow  of  bile  produced  by  the  capsicum. 
Ginger  and  quinine  when  combined  do  not  purge, 
and  it  makes  a  very  good  combination.  If  the 
medicine  is  administered  in  form  of  pills,  capsicum 
may  be  preferable,  because  of  the  less  bulk  re- 
quired ;  but  if  desirable,  the  ginger  may  be  given 
separately,  and  with  the  same  effect  as  when  com- 
bined with  the  quinine.  The  proportions  should 
be  one  grain  of  capsicum  to  three  grains  of  qui- 
nine ;  with  ginger  one  grain  of  each. —  I  he  Medical 
Brief. 


Cactus  and  Heart's-Ease.  —  Cactus  and 
heart's-ease  act  on  the  heart,  and  are  useful  in 
heart  disease.  Lungwort  acts  on  the  lungs,  and  is 
useful  in  lung  disease.  Tincture  of  arnica,  in  very 
small  doses,  will  stop  bleeding  at  the  lungs.  Prussi- 
ate  of  potash  will  cicatrize  the  lungs,  if  ulcerated, 
and  relieve  the  cough.  Balsam  of  tolu  is  healing 
to  the  lungs,  and  when  combined  with  tincture  of 
myrrh,  syrup  of  senega  and  squills,  will  cure  al- 
most any  cough  that  is  curable. —  Toledo  Medical 
Journal. 
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Editor's  Notes. 


E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. — There  is  no  disguising  the 
fact  that  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.  have  and  maintain  the 
finest  book  store  west  of  the  lakes — to  the  medical 
profession  particularly.  They  keep  a  full  assort- 
ment of  medical  books,  and  they  will  always  be 
pleased  to  obtain  those  they  may  not  have  on  hand 
on  the  shortest  notice.  Binding  of  medical  periodi- 
icals  is  a  specialty.  First  class  workmanship  and 
reasonable  charges.  We  commend  them  to  the 
patronage  of  the  medical  public  and  others  pur- 
chasing books. 

New  Drugs. — Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to 
make  concerning  the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please 
to  send  to  us  ;  if  we  cannot  readily  answer  it  our- 
selves, we  will  give  it  publication.  Some  one  out 
of  our  many  thousand  readers  will  undoubtedly  be 
able  to  give  you  the  information  you  wish. 

Correspondence. — If  you  have  an  unusually 
interesting  case  to  offer,  write  its  history  in  detail 
for  the  Original  Department,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 


Business  Chances  ! — Under  this  head  we  will 
be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  from  three  to  five  lines 
from  any  physician  or  druggist  who  wishes  to  dis- 
pose of  his  property.  These  brief  notices  should 
state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value,  rea- 
sons for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  offer  enables 
physicians  and  druggists  wishing  to  change  their 
location  to  bring  the  matter  free  of  expense  to  the 
notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to  purchase. 
The  circulation  of  New  Preparations  is  already 
very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes  to 
every  State  and  Territory  in  this  country. 

Whitfield's  Capsule  Filler. — We  learn 
that  this  ingenious  little  instrument  is  attracting 
much  attention  among  pharmacists.  Capsules  are 
now  used  by  all  progessive  physicians  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  nauseous  drugs,  and  a  machine 
which  will  rapidly  and  neatly  fill  them  is  almost  a 
necessity  in  well  ordered  drug  stores. 

We  noticed  recently  commendatory  editorial  ar- 
ticles on  these  fillers  in  two  of  the  leading  phar- 
maceutical journals  of  the  country — New  Reme- 
dies, of  New  York,  and  The  Pharmacist,  of 
Chicago — and  a  large  sale  is  already  guaranteed  to 
the  fortunate  inventor. 

Notwithstanding  the  unexpected  demand  for 
them,  we  are  assured  that  orders  through  the  trade 
will  be  promptly  filled. 

See  advertisement  on  page  i. 


Publisher's  Notes. 


Subscriptions. 

Subscription  Price  for  1879,  one  dollar. 

The  Index  for  1878  is  now  ready,  and  every  sub- 
scriber for  1878  is  entitled  to  it. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  New  Preparations 
(monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi- 
monthly) for  one  year  to  any  address. 

Back  Numbers  (1877-78),  each  10  cents.  Back 
numbers,  bound — Vols.  I  and  II — each  vol. — paper 
40  cents;  board  75  cents.  January,  1878,  is  now 
out  of  press. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  continue  with  us,  and 
hope  they  will  send  their  remittances  of  one  dollar 
each  in  to  us  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
our  mail  list  can  be  got  in  readiness  for  the  next 
issue. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.  When 
possible  inclose  your  printed  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

Send  at  once  for  our  Prospectus,  if  you  have  not 
already  seen  it.  It  gives  special  rates  for  all  the 
leading  medical  journals  in  the  United  States,  in 
connection  with  New  Preparations.  It  also 
contains  our  list  of  Premiians. 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charges,  if  both  publications 
are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  publications  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Henry  C.  Lea,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  we  must  here- 
after charge  their  list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional 
for  New  Preparations,  as  they  no  longer  make 
the  usual  trade  discounts  to  any  publishers.     To 


save  you  the  annoyance  of  making  two  remittances 
we  will,  however,  be  responsible  for  your  payment 
reaching  them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance 
for  New  Preparations. 

A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 
a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $i.oofor  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  or  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  clai7n  both  the  premium  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbing  rates  on  the  saine 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  want  more  agents.  Good  smart  men,  phy- 
sicians with  little  practice,  drug  clerks,  or  any  per- 
sons brought  into  direct  contact  with  physicians, 
can  do  well  by  canvassing  for  us.  The  work  is 
easy,  honorable,  requires  no  capital,  and  pays  well. 

We  furnish  sample  copies  gratis.  Write  at 
once,  stating  your  qualifications  for  canvassing, 
and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  correspond  with  you. 

Agents  now  working  for  us  are  very  successful 
thus  far. 

Correspondence.  ' 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 
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ent  inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  co7nplaint  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

We  shall  continue  the  reports   of  practitioners 


upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  notice  next 
year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 


Miscellaneous  Business  Notices. 


Gurjun  Balsam. 

The  new  substitute  for  copaiba,   in  gonorrhoea, 
for  sale  in  quantities  as  desired,  by 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


For  Sale. 

Drug  store  doing  a  paying  business.  Stock 
small  and  clean  ;  fixtures  nearly  new.  For  par- 
ticulars address 

"Pharmacist,"  P.  O.  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


A  Fine  Chance  for  Investment. 

A  drug  store  in  one  of  the  best  business  loca- 
tions in  the  city  of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale. 
The  proprietor  is  compelled  by  urgent  personal 
reasons  to  close  up  his  business  within  a  brief 
period,  and  will  offer  stock,  fixtures  and  good  will 
at  very  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be 
given. 

Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargain 
in  a  cash  purchase. 

The  store  is  well  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 

Address  "Druggist,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Michigan  Medical  News. 

Published  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron.  Send 
three-cent  postage  stamp  for  specimen  copy. 


Cascara  Sagrada  (Rhamnus  Purshiana). 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  maltose,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia 
and  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy.     Specify  "P.,  D.  &  Co's." 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


For  Sale. — Drug  Store 

In  a  town  of  8,000  inhabitants  in  central  Ohio. 
Good  location.  Stock,  $5,000;  sales  from  $8,000 
to  $9,000  per  year.  Will  sell  at  invoice,  and  then 
deduct  $500 — or  lump  and  sell  at  a  bargain.  Good 
reasons  for  selling.     Address  X,  box  641,  Detroit. 

Pink  Granules. 

These  granules  are  intended  to  supply  the  need 
of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require  minute  doses, 
or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  complaints 
of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regular  line  of 
pills,  a  coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify 
"  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Physician — Location. 

Good  location  in  a  town  of  8,000  in  central 
Michigan.  A  good  physician  from  the  age  of  35 
to  45  years,  well  skilled  in  surgery,  and  of  good 
habits,  can  soon  establish  a  paying  practice.  Full 
particulars  by  addressing  (with  stamp)  G,  box  641, 
Detroit. 


Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.  Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 


Pepsine  and  Pancreatine. 

These  articles  from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  will  recommend  themselves  for  uni- 
formity and  general  therapeutical  efficacy. 


Boldo. 

The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhoea  and  rheumatism..  See  advertising 
page  V.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  tinnitus 
aurium.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  «Sc  Co.  have  made  many  improve- 
ments in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals.  Their  Hst 
comprises  all  standard  formula,  as  well  as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s "  on 
their  prescriptions. 


For  Sale. — A  good  chance  for  investment. 

Drugs  and  furniture  for  store,  stock  small,  can 
be  made  a  paying  business  ;  an  excellent  location 
for  a  physician,  will  sell  residence  and  108 >^  acres 
of  land  with  same,  terms  reasonable. 

Address  Dr.  J.  Hendricks,  Waelder,  Gonzales 
Co.,  Texas 


Wanted. 

A  German  partner  to  engage  in  the  drug  and 
liquor  business.  Business  already  established, 
capital  required  $1,000. 

Address  P.  O.  box  121.  Deshler,  Ohio. 


Rare  Chance  for  a  Young  Physician. 

For  thirty  days  only  do  I  offer  a  good  paying 
practice,  good  office  furniture,  drugs,  good  will, 
etc.,  for  $100,  cash.  Possession  at  any  time. 
Reason  for  selling,  wish  to  go  to  California.  Fur- 
niture alone  worth  money. 

Address  Dr.  Otis,  Wooster,  Ohio. 
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Original  Communications. 


Chemical  Recreations. 

By  Albert  B.  Prescott,  M.  D., 

(p      Professor  of  Organic   and   Applied  Chemistry, 
^^  University  of  Michigan. 

yVXHE  every'-day  operation  of  making  a  fire 
'^i'?  would  be  one  of  the  most  attractive  and 
a)  instructive  of  chemical  experiments  if  only 
(?  it  w^ere  novel  and  were  done  with  some 
thought  of  its  significance.  A  child  is  always  de- 
lighted with  the  opportunity  of  kindling  a  fire ;  ap- 
parently aware  that  the  control  of  fire  is  a  proud 
prerogative  of  human  intelligence,  representing 
man's  mastery  of  natural  forces.  It  is  of  decided 
interest  to  see  an  iron  wire  burn  in  a  jar  of  oxy- 
gen on  the  lecture  table,  and  an  explanation  is  at 
once  in  demand,  but  wooden  splinters  burn  in 
the  air  every  day,  with  scarcely  an  explanation  once 
in  a  lifetime.     "Why  do  they  burn  ?" 

"  Why,  ever)^body  knows  that  wood  will  burn, 
when  it  is  set  afire." 

"  What  becomes  of  it  after  it  burns  }" 
"  Oh,  it  burns  up  ;  that  is  all  of  it  but  the  ashes 
and  the  smoke.     Well,  in  chemistry  there  is  a  gas 
produced  in  the  act  of  combustion,  carbonic  acid 
gas,  that  goes  off  in  the  air." 

Quite  as  vague  as  this,  it  may  be  assumed  would 
be  the  first  mental  reply  of  very  many  well  in- 
formed persons  to  an  abrupt  question  about  the 
nature  of  combustion ;  and  there  are  combustions 
and  combustions,  oxidations  and  oxidations, 
going  on  before  our  eyes  and  under  our  fingers,  but 
gaining  no  recognition  from  our  absent  minds. 
Now,  whatever  is  presented  to  the  attention  as  an 
experiment  has  the  advantage  of  starting  up  ques- 
tions as  to  why,  and  how,  and  what  for,  and  if  some 
of  the  chemical  recreations  here  to  be  proposed 
should  seem  to  resemble  certain  work-a-day  oper- 
ations of  the  prescription  table,  the  dispensing 
counter  and  the  surgeon's  ward,  they  may  be  none 
the  less  serviceable  to  the  purpose  of  entertain- 
ment and  instruction.  To  illustrate  various  forms 
of  oxidation  it  would  be  well  to  select  some  sub- 
stance (i)  possessing  extreme  oxidizing  powers, 
(2)  declaring  its  effects  to  the  senses  by  decided 
signs,  and  (3)  not  too  dangerous  for  pastime.  As 
fulfilling  these  requirements  reasonably  well  we 
will  select 

PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASSIUM. 

The  article  (costing  twelve  to  fifteen  cents  an 
ounce)  comes  in  lustrous  brown-black  crystals,  solu- 
ble in  about  sixteen  parts  of  water.  Dissolved  in  1 14 
parts  of  distilled  water  (64  grains  to  the  pint),  it 
constitutes  the  liquor  poiassii  permanganatis,  U. 


S.  Ph.,  the  B.  Ph.  liquor  being  nearly  of  the  same 
strength ;  when  dissolved  in  about  50  parts  of  dis- 
tilled water  (9X  grains  to  the  fluid  ounce)  it  con- 
stitutes Condy's  Disinfectant  Fluid ;  dissolved 
in  water  free  from  organic  matter,  in  proportions 
at  the  discretion  of  the  maker,  very  weak  solutions 
being  most  brilliant,  it  has  been  sold  under  the 
name  of  "  ozonized  water." 

The  brilliant  purple  color  of  this  solution,  most 
noticeable  in  solutions  weak  enough  or  in  layers 
thin  enough  to  be  nearly  transparent,  and  the 
sudden  disappearance  of  this  color  under  various 
influences,  have  given  it  the  familiar  name  of  "the 
chameleon  fluid."  The  permanganate  is  a  com- 
pound loaded  to  excess  with  oxygen,  which  it  gives 
as  super-active  oxygen,  or  ozone,  to  any  oxidizable 
substances,  and  when  giving  oxygen  it  loses  color. 

To  find  whether  substances  are  liable  to  easy 
oxidatioti  or  not :  Dissolve  about  two  grains  of 
the  permanganate  in  a  pint  of  water  (free  from 
organic  matter),  and  use  this  as  test  liquid.  If  the 
substance  to  be  tested  is  a  solid,  it  should  be  dis- 
solved in  water,  if  a  liquid,  it  should  be  miscible 
with  water.  Place  a  little  of  the  solution  to  be 
tested  in  a  glass  tumbler  or  other  glass  vessel,  and 
pour  a  thin  stream  of  the  purple  solution  into  the 
center  of  the  solution  tested.  If  the  mixture  turns 
brown,  while  the  purple  vanishes  on  reaching  it, 
add  a  little  sulphuric  or  hydrochloric  acid  either  to 
the  purple  test  liquid  or  to  the  solution  undergoing 
examination.  But  the  chameleon  fluid  will  not  so 
long  remain  intact  and  of  bright  color,  if  it  be  acid- 
ulated, therefore  it  is  better  to  add  the  acid  to  the 
other  liquid. 

Test  (7)  a  solution  of  Sulphate  of  Iron  (green 
vitriol),  as  above  indicated  ;  first,  without  adding 
acid  ;  then,  with  addition  of  the  acid  ;  and  add  the 
permanganate  until  its  color  ceases  to  disappear. 
Note  how  sharply  defined  is  the  point  of  saturation 
of  the  acidulated  iron  solution.  With  large  glass 
jars,  the  experiment  is  a  very  pretty  one,  for  parlor 
recreations  of  this  sort.  It  is  as  changing  wine 
into  water  ;  but  at  a  certain  point  (which,  after  trial 
with  solutions  of  the  same  strength,  may  be  pre- 
dicted by  the  operator,  or  denoted  by  a  line  on  the 
receiving  jar)  the  receptive  liquid  cries,  "Hold, 
enough,"  and  reddens  under  further  infliction. 
This  chemical  reaction  has  long  been  employed  in 
the  volumetric  assay  of  iron. 

Test  {2)  Sulphite  of  Sodium,  dissolved  in  water, 
and  acidulated  with  one  of  the  acids  before  men- 
tioned, proceeding  as  in  test  i.  Observe  that  the 
sulphurous  odor  of  the  sulphite  solution  disappears 
when  the  purple  color  of  the  permanganate  ceases 
to  be  discharged.  The  bleaching  of  the  purple 
stream  is  in  this  case  even  more  immediate  and 
complete  than  in  case  of  the  ferrous  solution. 

Test  (j>)  a  solution  of  Oxalic  Acid.     Without 
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acidulation,  the  oxidation  of  this  substance  is  slow, 
and  with  addition  of  sulphuric  acid  it  is  not  so 
rapid  as  the  oxidation  of  ferrous  salt  in  test  i,  or 
of  sulphite  in  test  2,  but  the  change  is  sharply 
defined  at  last.  This  reaction  is  used  in  fixing  the 
strength  of  the  permanganate  solution,  according 
to  weight  of  oxalic  and  crystals.  Of  crystallized 
oxalic  acid,  63  parts  will  bleach  the  same  volume 
of  permanganate  solution  that  will  be  required  to 
decolor  556  parts  of  crystallized  ferrous  sulphate 
(free  from  oxidation).  Permanganate  is  adminis- 
tered in  oxaluria,  with  good  result. 

Test  {4)  ordinary  Alcohol.  It  will  be  seen  to 
possess  only  a  very  slight  capacity  for  oxidation  by 
permanganate.  Then  test  iVood  Alcohol  (pyroxy- 
lic  spirit).  This  will  be  found  to  oxidize  much 
more  readily. 

Test  (j)  solution  of  Tannin,  and  of  Gallic  Acid. 
Which  oxidizes  the  more  eagerly  ? 

Test  {6)  a  solution  of  Morphia  Sulphate,  and 
one  of  Quinia  Sulphate.  Which  oxidizes  the 
more  easily?  Test  Glycerine,  and  any  materials 
desired. 

Test  (7)  Potable  Water,  for  contamination  with 
organic  (oxidizable)  matter.  Note  the  destruction 
of  the  purple  color  of  the  permanganate  solution  at 
once,  upon  its  addition,  and  then  add  enough  to 
give  a  perceptible  red  tint  to  the  water  and  note 
the  paling  after  one  hour ;  and  again,  after  three 
hours.  Compare  samples  of  water  by  this  test. 
This  method  of  examination  of  water  for  organic 
contamination  was  first  proposed  in  1850,  was  in  a 
good  deal  of  favor  about  a  dozen  years  ago,  then 
became  the  subject  of  much  discussion  and  objec- 
tion for  inaccuracies,  due  to  inorganic  reducing 
agents  and  other  disturbing  conditions,  but  is  now, 
in  the  present  year,  revived  with  improvements  by 
Dr.  Tidy,  of  London,  under  the'name  of  the  "oxy- 
gen process,"  and  bids  fair  to  remain  a  rival  of  two 
other  processes  now  employed  by  chemists  for  the 
same  purpose.  It  is  recommended,  on  good 
authority,  to  purify  waters  with  permanganate,  in 
cases  where  naturally  pure  waters  cannot  be  had. 
Add  just  enough  of  the  purple  permanganate  solu- 
tion (not  acidulated),  so  that  the  color  imparted 
shall  remain  for  12  to  24  hours  before  disappear- 
ing. Then  carefully  decant  the  water  from  any 
sediment  in  the  bottom,  and  it  is  ready  for  use. 

Try  {8)  detonation  tests  with  pestle  and  mortar . 
Gunpowder  can  be  made,  with  permanganate  as 
an  oxidizing  agent,  instead  of  nitre.  Triturate  half 
a  grain  to  a  grain  of  the  permanganate,  with  a 
grain  of  morphia;  of  sulphur ;  oi  pyrogallic  acid, 
using  not  over  half  a  grain  (obtained  at  any  photo- 
grapher's) ;  with  sugar,  etc. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa  in  a  Case  of  Inter- 
mittent Fever  with  Enlarged  Spleen. 

By  C.  Edwin  Elliott,  M.  D.,  Petersburg,  111. 

FOR  some  time  past  I  have  been  using  the  new 
preparations  in  my  practice,  and  have  been 
highly  pleased  with  those  which  I  have  tested  fairly 
and  thoroughly.  About  September  ist,  1878,  I 
was  called  to  examine  J.  H.,  a  miner,  age  about  48 
years,  found  him  laboring  under  a  disease  of  the 
spleen,  caused  without  doubt,  by  long  continued  and 
oft  repeated  attacks  of  intermittent  fever.  He  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  suffered  with  intermittents 
very  considerably  for  about  eight  years.  Had 
broken  the  fever  from  time  to  time  with  quinine, 
etc.,  only  to  have  it  return  again  and  again.  About 
six  years  ago  he  observed  an  enlargement  of  the 
spleen  ;  at  first  only  in  a  slight  degree,  yet  enough 
to  give  him  considerable  trouble ;  has  during  all 
this  time  tried  various  remedies,  prescribed  by  sev- 


eral different  physicians,  sometimes  receiving  some 
benefit  for  a  short  time  only  to  be  disappointed  by 
the  disease  showing  itself  again  after  another  at- 
tack of  "chills,"  as  he  terms  it.  The  matter  had 
gone  on  as  I  have  described  for  nearly  six  years,  up 
to  the  time  of  my  call  upon  him,  and  had  then  be- 
come so  serious  that  he  had  despaired  of  ever  ob- 
taining a  cure.  The  spleen  was  found,  upon  exam- 
ination, to  be  enlarged  to  perhaps  five  times  its 
usual  size,  causing  considerable  pain,  tender  upon 
pressure,  deranging  the  general  health  to  a  very 
considerable  extent.  He,  having  a  family  depen- 
dent upon  him  for  support,  still  worked  what  he 
could  in  the  mine,  and  was  obliged  to  keep  his 
body  erect  while  working,  owing  to  the  great  press- 
ure upon  the  other  abdominal  organs  if  he  at- 
tempted to  stoop.  With  very  great  effort,  and  no 
small  amount  of  natural  courage,  he  managed  in 
this  way  to  still  work  a  few  days  now  and  then, 
not  doing  full  work,  however,  at  any  time. 

I  placed  him  at  once  upon  the  use  of  grindelia 
squarrosa  and  cascara  sagrada — the  cascara  being 
used  on  account  of  constipation.   My  formula  was : 

3.     Fl.  ext.  grindelia  squarrosa,   Jiij. 
Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrada,  5  j- 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  four  times  a  day.  Before 
finishing  the  first  bottle  he  'expressed  himself  as 
much  better,  and  on  examination  I  found  the  hy- 
pertrophied  spleen  perceptibly  smaller  and  softer. 
He  continued  the  same  treatment,  with  some  little 
variation  of  the  amount  of  the  cascara,  after  a  time 
omitting  the  cascara  sagrada  and  giving  drachm 
doses  of  the  grindelia  alone.  At  the  expiration  of 
four  months  I  found  him  so  nearly  well  that  I  con- 
cluded to  cease  treatment,  and  up  to  this  date  he 
has  not  been  troubled  any  more  with  the  recurring 
intermittent.  Spleen  reduced  to  nearly  normal 
proportion,  has  worked  right  along  all  winter,  feel- 
ing well,  looking  well  and  doing  well ;  can  do  as 
much  work  as  ever,  and  says  the  matter  gives  him 
no  inconvenience  now.  I  have  used  the  remedy  m 
a  great  many  cases  with  excellent  results,  but  will 
not  refer  to  any  more  at  this  time. 


Betonica  Officinalis  (Wood  Betony). 

By  F.  Herring,  M.  D.,  Goshen,  Ind. 

A  FINE  description  of  this  valuable  new  remedy 
can  be  found  in  the  January  (1879)  number 
of  the  Chicago  Medical  Times,  in  which  Prof. 
W.  H.  Davis  fully  substantiates  my  statements  re- 
garding its  high  medicinal  properties,  having  fully 
tested  it  in  his  own  private  practice,  and  in  his 
large  clinical  practice  in  Bennett  Medical  College, 
and  expresses  himself  more  than  pleased  with  its 
results. 

I  have  used  it  in  my  own  practice  for  more  than 
ten  years,  with  the  most  flattering  results,  and  am 
confident  it  will  win  merit  wherever  it  is  tried.  I 
know  of  no  other  single  remedy  in  the  materia 
medica,  that  produces  such  marked  results  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  liver  affections  as  this ;  it  pro- 
motes the  flow  of  bile,  and  as  a  result  of  this  there 
is  an  increase  of  the  other  secretions;  the  stools 
becoming  softer  and  more  frequent.  It  also  ful- 
fills a  great  variety  of  indications  associated  with 
many  chronic  diseases,  being  a  powerful  stomach 
tonic,  promoting  digestion  and  stimulating  the 
secretion. 

It  has  proved  very  successful  in  chronic  lung  af- 
fections, when  there  is  a  slimy  mucous  expectora- 
tion, accompanied  by  a  tight  cough. 

It  is  almost  a  specific  for  chronic  inflammation 
of  the  bladder  and  kidneys  and  in  all  cases  of 
bloody  urine,  and,  as  it  contains  no  toxic  proper- 
ties it  can  be  used  for  children  equally  as  well  as 
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for  adults.  Did  time  and  space  permit,  1  migiit 
continue  enumerating  its  various  other  medicinal 
qualities,  but  I  will  defer  them  until  another  time. 

A  short  time  ago  I  was  called  upon  to  treat  Mr. 
H.,  age  35,  who  had  been  suffering  for  a  long  time 
with  gravel  and  ulcer  in  the  bladder;  he  had  been 
treated  by  several  prominent  physicians  who  had 
regarded  his  case  as  hopeless,  he  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  bed  for  about  a  month  previous  to  my 
seeing  him.  He  presented  a  pale  a"nd  anaemic 
condition,  eyes  sunken,  tongue  coated  with  dark 
brown,  bowels  constipated,  appetite  poor,  and  with 
a  constant  flowing  of  bloody  urine  mixed  with  pus, 
the  walls  of  the  bladder  being  evidently  considerably 
thickened.  I  prescribed  a  teaspoonful  of  the  fluid 
extract  of  betonica  officinalis,  to  be  taken  every 
four  hours,  and  an  injection  of  the  same  to  be  given 
morning  and  evening.  After  continuing  thus  for  a 
week,  during  which  time  there  was  constant  im- 
provement, I  prescribed  a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken 
three  times  daily  before  meals ;  continued  this 
treatment  for  four  weeks  longer,  when  I  discharged 
my  patient  completely  cured,  the  urine  presenting 
a  natural  color  and  patient  feeling  strong  and 
healthy. 

The  usual  dose  of  the  fluid  extract  is  from  fifteen 
to  thirty  drops  three*  or  four  times  daily.  The 
tincture  is  equally  useful. 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  will  be  supplied  with 
this  drug,  from  whom  it  can  be  obtained  in  any 
form,  and  much  cheaper  than  I  can  furnish  it,  and 
it  will  be  perfectly  fresh  and  reliable.  If  any  who 
may  use  it  discovers  any  other  property  that  it 
possesses  I  wish  they  would  report  it. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

By  C.  G.  Polk,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

IT  is  only  by  numerous  observ^ations  that  correct 
conclusions  can  be  reached  regarding  the  thera- 
peutical value  of  any  remedial  agent.  Cascara  sa- 
grada is  now  undergoing  this  ordeal,  and  its  posi- 
tion as  a  therapeutical  agent  must,  as  it  should, 
rest  upon  the  observations  of  numerous  trials,  and 
not  upon  the  personal  merits  or  demerits  of  any 
man. 

Thus  far,  the  accumulated  testimony  goes  a 
long  way  in  demonstrating  its  efficacy  in  obsti- 
nate and  habitual  constipation.  No  agent  hereto- 
fore employed  has  ever  given  the  high  degree  of 
satisfaction  that  has  been  expressed  of  this  one. 
My  own  experience  has  so  far  been  limited  to  four 
cases  of  habitual  constipation.  These  had  for  sev- 
eral months  required  a  nightly  dose  of  blue  mass, 
aloes  and  podophyllin.  As  long  as  these  doses 
were  taken  the  patients  experienced  no  unpleasant 
difficulty,  but  as  soon  as  suspended  the  bowels 
ceased  to  move.  After  fruitless  efforts  with  the 
ordinary  laxatives  and  tonics,  I  resorted  to  the  cas- 
cara sagrada.  Of  the  fluid  extract  I  gave  suffi- 
cient to  preserve  a  soluble  condition  of  the  bow- 
els. After  six  weeks'  experience  I  discontinued 
the  medicine,  and  yet  the  constipation  seems 
cured.  Although  by  no  means  an  advocate  of  si- 
milia  similibus  curantur,  I  have  tried  it  on  a 
case  of  chronic  diarrhoea — the  result  of  relaxation 
of  the  intestinal  canal.  The  case  was  of  two 
years'  standing,  and  had  been  treated  unsuccess- 
fully by  vegetable  and  mineral  astringents.  After 
a  month's  use  of  this  agent,  the  difficulty  seems 
cured.  I  have  also  used  it  in  two  cases  of  dys- 
pepsia, with  good  results. 

Dr.  Ashmead,  of  this  city,  has  given  it  in  sev- 
eral cases  of  obstinate  jaundice,  and  he  says  the 
advantage  evinced  has  exceeded  that  accruing 
from   his  usual  prescription   of  blue    mass,  aloes 


and  ipecac.  He  further  says,  that  in  several  cases 
of  chronic  liver  disease,  consequent  on  the  con- 
joint influence  of  malaria  and  bad  whisky,  which 
have  come  under  his  notice  in  the  hands  of  an 
eclectic  physician,  this  agent  has  proven  of  un- 
equivocal value.  With  the  remedy  in  such  cases 
I  have  no  experience,  but  I  do  not  doubt  the  ac- 
curacy of  these  observations. 

I,  however,  very  much  regret  to  see  that  this 
agent  has  been  the  object  of  bitter  denunciation. 
As  the  editors  of  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical 'Jourtial  have  been  so  severe  on  my  friend, 
the  recent  editor  of  the  Druggist  and  Chemist, 
they  certainly  will  excuse  me  for  calling  their  at- 
tention to  a  beam  in  their  own  eyes.  In  the  June 
number  of  their  journal,  1877,  can  be  found  an 
editorial  recommending  a  secret  and  copyrighted 
nostrum.  This  nostrum  is  objectionable,  not  only 
on  the  ground  of  secrecy  and  its  proprietary  char- 
acter, but  because  the  advertisement  directs  the 
reader  to  an  essay,  in  which  the  formula  is  said 
to  be  given,  while  no  allusion  is  made  in  the  essay 
to  any  such  a  preparation ;  and  the  preparation  is 
also  advertised  in  newspapers,  popular  magazines 
and  railroad  guides,  aping  in  every  respect  Wins- 
low's  Soothing  Syrup  and  Vinegar  Bitters.  These 
faults  seem  to  me  almost  as  formidable  as  using 
the  common  name  of  a  plant,  or  making  a  mis- 
take in  spelling. 


Yerba  Reuma  in  Herpes  Zoster. 

By  L.  J.  Weinstein,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

ALLOW  me,  through  your  valuable  journal,  to 
communicate  some  "of  the  results  of  my  expe- 
rience. Although  in  active  practice  for  over  twelve 
years,  this  is  the  first  time  my  name  has  appeared  as 
a  writer.  I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  allow  for  my 
blundering  manner  of  writing.  I  firmly  believe 
in  the  mottoes  "  Tiy,  try  again,"  "  Prove  all  things; 
hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good."  The  first  thing  I 
will  speak  of  is  what  is  sometimes  a  very  painful  and 
troublesome  disease  of  the  skin,  namely.  Herpes 
Zoster,  or  "Shingles."  It  occurred  in  a  child  nine 
years  old,  in  my  own  family.  She  complained  of 
terrible  itching  and  neuralgic  pains  for  a  few  days. 
Not  having  paid  any  attention  to  her  complaints 
(you  know  a  shoemaker  always  goes  barefooted), 
the  affection  proceeded  until  the  third  day  with- 
out treatment.  When  I  got  home  about  9  P.  M. 
my  wife  spoke  to  me  and  said  Carrie  was  real  sick. 
I  examined  her  and  found  a  broad  zone  of  vesicles 
extending  from  the  sternum  on  right  side  around 
her  waist  and  chest  to  the  spinal  column,  very  ten- 
der and  irritable.  Not  having  any  medicine  in  the 
house  but  a  part  of  a  two-ounce  mixture  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  yerba  reuma,  which 
I  had  been  using  for  leucorrhoea,  in  equal  parts 
of  the  fluid  extract  and  water,  I  told  my  wife  to 
thoroughly  wash  the  parts  with  it  until  morning, 
and  that  then  I  would  apply  the  proper  remedies. 
In  the  morning,  to  my  surprise,  I  found  the  vesicles 
mostly  ruptured,  the  surrounding  inflammation  of  a 
darker  red,  and  after  the  second  application  all  pain 
and  itching  were  gone.  I  then  made  a  few  applica- 
tions of  the  fluid  extract,  full  strength,  and  the 
trouble  was  at  an  end.  I  write  this  as  I  have  not 
observed  the  remedy  recommended  for  any  such 
diseases.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  such  rapid 
decline  of  the  disease  with  any  other  remedy,  and 
I  know  I  never  saw  the  pain  and  itching  go  away 
so  quickly  with  any  anything  else. 

My  wife  has  been  troubled  all  her  life  with  sick 
headache  and  constipation  ;  for  ten  years  I  exhaust- 
ed the  various  remedies  recommended  and  known. 
All  did  good  only  temporarily ;  her  digestion  was 
bad  ;  could  not  eat  this  or  that,  could  'not  drink 
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coffee,  etc.  Saw  cascara  highly  lauded,  sent  for 
some;  tried  to  get  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s;  could  find  none 
at  the  time  ;  was  told  the  other  manufacturer's  was 
just  as  good.  I  tried  it ;  she  could  not  use  it ;  com- 
plained of  it  making  her  sick,  of  severe  griping 
pains  in  stomach  and  bowels,  and  caused  a  thin 
discharge  from  bowels.  About  this  time,  Mr.  S., 
a  druggist,  of  this  city,  received  a  supply  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extracts,  among  which  was  the 
cascara.  I  got  two  ounces  of  the  fluid  extract ;  com- 
menced to  give  it  in  ten-drop  doses,  three  times 
daily,  in  the  same  manner  as  I  had  the  former  fluid 
extract ;  in  8  or  10  days'  time  her  appetite  and  diges- 
tion improved,  very  much ;  bowels  became  regular, 
and  now,  after  four  months  from  the  time  I  com- 
menced to  give  the  remedy,  she  has  had  but  one 
attack  of  headache,  whereas  before  she  used  the 
cascara,  it  was  almost  a  constant  thing.  She  has 
never  complained  of  the  cascara  manufactured  by 
P.,  D.  &  Co.  ever  producing  any  uneasiness  of 
either  stomach  or  bowels,  although  I  have  given  it 
to  her  in  teaspoonful  doses  at  times,  while  with  the 
first  she  used  she  could  not  take  over  twenty  drops 
without  a  great  deal  of  pain.  I  am  now  giving  her 
this  mixture,  of  which  she  only  takes  one  teaspoon- 
ful daily,  and  it  is  enough  for  her  purposes.  She 
takes  just  before  going  to  bed  : 

5.    Fl.  ext.  cascara  Sagrada,    5j- 
Simple  Elixir,    J  j. 

This  is  a  much  more  pleasant  way  of  combining 
it  than  with  ext.  dSalt.  I  am  convinced  that,  if 
every  physician  will  take  the  precaution  to  get  the 
P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  cascara,  they  will  in  no  wise  be 
deceived  in  its  action.  I  could  cite  more  cases,  but 
prefer  to  give  the  one  most  familiar  and  under 
my  constant  and  immediate  care  and  observation. 
I  dislike  imaginary  cases  ;  too  many  physicians  are 
writing  them  up  to  the  detriment  of  the  profession. 
I  have  a  case  of  diabetes  mellitus  under  treatment, 
which  I  will  report  soon. 


Veratrum  Viride. 

By  R.  R.  Lawrence,  M.  D.,  Watervliet,  Mich. 

IN  the  April  number  of  New  Preparations  I 
noticed  an  article  by  Dr.  A.  F.  Hagardon, 
relative  to  the  use  of  veratrum  viride  in  the  treat- 
ment of  convulsions  incident  to  childhood.  The 
doctor  evidently  believes  that  the  extreme  caution 
used  by  the  profession  in  administering  this  remedy 
is  unnecessary.  He  must  also  be  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  heroic  doses,  when  he  approves  of  giving 
one-third  of  a  teaspoonful  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
fluid  extract  to  a  child  2%  years  of  age,  and,  if  he 
has  treated  fifty  cases  of  convulsions  in  this  man- 
ner, with  a  favorable  termination  (with  one  or  two 
exceptions),  he  is  a  hero.  Convulsions  of  this  na- 
ture are  not  unfrequently  met  with  as  a  result  of 
malarial  poisoning,  but  as  the  immediate  danger 
attending  them  is  so  very  slight,  and  as  we  have 
many  choice  antispasmodics  to  choose  from,  which 
may  be  given  with  perfect  safety  to  the  patient,  I 
cannot  refrain  from  censuring  those  who  are  dar- 
ing enough  to  administer  so  potent  a  remedy  in 
such  hazardous  doses.  It  is  a  well  established 
fact,  that  all  people  are  not  equally  susceptible  to 
the  action  of  this  drug,  and  that  children  bear 
larger  doses  proportionally  than  adults.  It  is  also 
to  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  not  always  a  prompt 
emetic,  even  when  given  in  very  large  doses,  as  it 
frequently  does  not  produce  emesis  for  an  hour, 
and  ofttimes  longer,  after  its  exhibition,  thus  afford- 
ing ample  time  for  absorption  to  take  place,  and 
thus  produce  the  toxical  effects.  I  am  well  aware 
that  deaths  from  this  remedy  are  few,  but  the  fact 
that  it  has  caused  death  is  a  sufficient  reason  for 


using  it  with  care.  Dr.  H.  says  he  has  seldom  had 
occasion  to  repeat  the  dose  (very  fortunate  for  his 
patients),  but  when  indicated,  has  given  chloral 
and  bromide  of  potassium,  on  account  of  the  eme- 
sis the  veratrum  is  likely  to  induce.  Now,  I  verily 
believe  that  the  vomiting  produced  by  the  veratrum 
is  what  saved  his  patient's  life.  If  it  is  not  the 
emetic  effect  derived,  what  is  the  necessity  of  giv- 
ing such  large  doses  ?  Why  not  give  the  author- 
ized dose,  to"  be  repeated  if  the  therapeutical  effect 
be  not  obtained  ?  I  think,  by  so  doing,  a  goodly 
number  of  the  alarming  symptoms  which  were 
present  in  the  case  referred  to  would  undoubtedly 
be  avoided.  Aside  from  veratrum  (used  in  this 
way),  the  doctor's  treatment  is  highly  commend- 
able, and  is  the  course  pursued  by  the  majority  of 
regular  practitioners.  'The  anti-convulsive  proper- 
ties of  American  hellebore  are  not  to  be  doubted  for 
a  moment ;  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  inexperienced 
practitioner  who  may  chance  to  read  this,  I  will 
say  that  veratrum  viride,  in  large  does,  is  danger- 
ous ;  that  such  cases  do  not  demand  this  heroic 
treatment,  notwithstanding  that  it  may  be  used  in 
forty-nine  cases  out  of  fifty  with  success  (as  regards 
the  life  of  the  patient),  but  with  the  fiftieth,  if  eme- 
sis be  not  produced,  there  will  be  a  funeral. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  convey  this  to  the  mind 
of  the  peruser,  that  if  this  preparation  must  be 
used,  let  it  be  in  the  manner  herein  suggested,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  extreme  prostration,  if  nothing 
more,  which  must  necessarily  ensue  after  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  "heroic  dose." 


Is    the  Name   "  Verba    Santa  "  Public 
or  Private  Property? 

By  M.  M.  De  Meza,  M.  D.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

REVIEWING  the  contents  of  your  monthly 
journal  of  medicine,  of  April  last,  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  an  article,  on  page  90,  headed, 
"  Is  the  name  Yerba  Santa  public  or  private 
property  ? "  and,  although  my  time  was  pretty 
well  occupied,  I  could  not  help  opening  the 
pamphlet  and  reading  your  timely  remarks  on  the 
subject.  Of  course  my  attention  was  called  to 
your  question  simply  because  yerba  santa  is  a 
Spanish  word,  and  anything  written  in  the  Spanish 
language  can  do  no  less  than  excite  my  curiosity ; 
therefore,  I  went  through  your  suggestions,  and 
after  a  proper  consideration,  I  deduce  the  fact  that 
anything,  although  common  and  cheap  in  price, 
is  liable  to  become  a  subject  of  great  specu- 
lation here  in  this  country  of  knowledge  and  public 
liberty. 

As  to  your  position,  you  are  right,  and  the  testi- 
mony from  Mr.  Joseph  Manso  is  right  also.  Yerba 
santa  is  not  a  private  property ;  the  plant,  as  well 
as  many  other  useful  medical  ^Xaxiis,  grows  freely 
as  the  grace  of  God  in  every  place  I  am  acquainted 
with  in  South  America. 

I  am  a  regular  Spanish  physician  from  South 
America,  42  years  of  age,  having  been  practicing 
my  profession  in  this  country  for  the  past  twelve 
years.  I  have  been  very  familiar  with  yerba  santa 
since  childhood,  for  I  was  born  in  the  place  where 
it  grows  in  great  profusion.  In  my  practice  here 
I  commonly  combine  yerba  santa  with  guaiacum, 
balsam  of  tolu,  Peruvian  bark,  and  other  ingre- 
dients, in  febrile  diseases,  liver  and  kidney  com- 
plaints, etc.  Only  last  month  I  wrote  to  my  rela- 
tives in  South  America  to  send  me  some  fresh  yerba 
santa,  for  I  had  used  the  last  pound  I  had,  and  I 
expect  to  receive  it  in  two  or  three  months.  In 
fact,  I  assure  you,  dear  sir,  that  yerba  santa  is  a 
common  plant,  well  known  by  all  Spanish  people 
from  South  America  ;  and,  for  its  powerful  virtues 
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as  a  medicinal  agent,  deserves  the  closest  atten- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  profession. 

I  conclude  my  remarks  by  confessing  my  aston- 
ishment at  hearing  that  the  name  "  yerba  santa  " 
is  patented  and  controlled  here  in  this  country  as  if 
it  were  in  reality  a  private  property,  or  hitherto 
unknown,  but  recently  discovered  by  a  "brain" 
man.  As  for  me,  I  use  it  as  I  please,  as  I  have  the 
plant,  free  of  any  charge,  on  my  immense  farm  in 
South  America,  where  it  has  probably  grown  since 
the  creation  of  the  world. 

If  my  statements  are  deemed  necessary  to  your 
suggestions,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use  it  as  you 
please — I  only  request  you  to  excuse  my  incorrect 
English. 


Damiana. 

By  A.  B.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Tunkhannock,  Pa. 

ALLOW  me  to  give  you  my  opinion  in  regard  to 
damiana  in  as  few  words  as  possible  and  do 
justice  to  so  valuable  a  remedy.  Damiana  has  a 
direct  action  on  the  brain  as  a  brain  stimulant ; 
especially  does  its  effects  appear  to  be  manifest 
upon  the  basilar  portion,  and  in  this  way  upon  the 
reproductive  organs,  as  a  stimulant  and  tonic,  and 
not  as  an  aphrodisiac.  I  have  experimented  suf- 
ficiently with  the  drug  to  become  settled  in  the 
above  conclusion.  The  remedy  is  a  good  one,  and 
is  worthy  of  a  place  in  our  catalogue  of  direct  rem- 
edies. 

It  is  a  sure  brain  stimulant  in  cases  of  overtaxa- 
tion of  the  reproductive  organs,  either  from  onan- 
ism or  otherwise,  and  in  case  of  tenderness  of  one 
or  both  testicles,  from  overwork,  one  drachm  once 
a  day  for  three  or  four  days  with  rest,  will  cure. 
An  overdose  will  produce  a  feeling  of  intoxication, 
and  a  light  feeling  or  sort  of  pain  in  the  region  of 
pliiloprogenitiveness. 

It  will  strengthen  and  tone  up  the  reproductive 
organs  of  both  male  and  female,  when  all  other 
remedies  have  failed.  And  through  the  medium 
of  the  brain  it  tones  up  the  nervous  system,  espe- 
cially the  sympathetic.  Its  favorable  effects  are 
manifest  on  the  kidneys  and  bladder  as  well  as  on 
the  reproductive  organs.  It  will  cure  impotency 
in  a  short  time,  almost  without  regard  to  age, 
provided  the  stomach  will  bear  the  size  of  dose 
necessary,  which  will  vary  from  thirty  drops  to 
two  drachms ;  and  it  is  not  a  momentary  stimu- 
lant, but  a  permanent  tonic,  to  the  reproductive 
organs.  It  will  remove  a  certain  condition  which 
gives  rise  to  spermatorrhoea,  by  its  tonic  effects. 
And,  in  short,  I  say  without  hesitation,  that  it  has 
been  the  only  sure  remedy  in  my  hands  for  sexual 
debility,  either  partial  or  complete.  The  dose  and 
frequency  according  to  the  judgment  of  the  practi- 
tioner, and  if  there  is  anything  in  the  line  of  medi- 
cine that  will  make  an  old  person,  either  male  or 
female,  young  as  regards  the  venereal  function,  it 
is  damiana. 

It  can  be  associated  with  any  other  remedy 
which  may  seem  to  be  indicated.  Of  course  in  all 
cases  of  sexual  debility  we  should  advise  our  pa- 
tients never  to  eat  except  they  are  hungry,  and 
never  coax  that  appetite. 


Objections  to  New  Remedies. 

By  M.  P.  Greensword,  M.  D.,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

I  FIND  it  hard  to  account  for  the  prejudice 
many  physicians  have  against  new  remedies. 
Some  physicians,  even  in  this  enlightened  day,  use 
one  medicine  for  nearly  every  disease  they  treat. 
They  are  like  the  New  York  doctor,  who  wrote  a 


prescription  that  a  certain  drug  clerk  commenced 
to  make  up,  although  he  confessed  to' a  by-stander 
that  he  could  not  read  a  word  of  it,  but  he  said 
that  he  never  knew  the  doctor  to  prescribe  but  that 
one  remedy  for  all  diseases — that  remedy  was  calo- 
mel and  jalap.  I  believe  that  just  as  truly  as 
sulphur  is  a  specific  for  the  itch,  and  the  ammoni- 
ated  tincture  of  guaiacum  is  almost  a  cure  for 
rheumatic  dysmenorrhea,  so  every  vegetable  and 
mineral  medicine  has  special  curative  power  in 
some  disease,  and  as  time  rolls  on  science  will 
discover  the  disease  that  it  is  best  adapted  to. 

Some  physicians  say  they  prescribe  several  medi- 
cines in  one  pill  or  mixture,  so  that  if  one  medi- 
cine does  not  hit  the  disease,  another  will.  The 
most  scientific  physicians  use  but  few  medicines 
in  their  prescriptions,  and  the  fewer  the  better 
effect  they  generally  have. 

I  think  my  very  successful  treatment  of  a  case 
of  chronic  jaundice,  where  the  skin  was  changed 
by  the  medicine  used  from  an  intense  yellow  to  a 
healthy  white  color,  by  using  but  one  remedy — 
macrotin — since  used  with  great  success  in  the 
same  disease  by  other  physicians,  as  well  as  my- 
self, showed  more  true  science  than  if  I  had  used 
a  dozen  remedies.  If  I  had  used  a  dozen  reme- 
dies it  would  have  been  impossible  to  tell  which 
did  the  most  good. 

How  often  the  most  scientific  men  are  baffled 
by  some  ignorant  person  who  accidentally  discovers 
a  remedy  for  his  disease,  when  science  has  given 
up  the  fight,  and  skill  retires  from  the  unequal 
contest.  Many  years  ago,  in  company  with  three 
other  physicians,  I  tried  to  cure  a  man  of  Asiatic 
leprosy.  While  looking  at  this  man  I  could 
imagine  how  Gehazi  looked  when  his  master  said 
that  the  leprosy  of  Naaman  should  cleave  unto 
him  and  his  seed  for  ever,  and  when  he  went  out 
of  his  presence  a  leper  as  white  as  snow.  On  ex- 
amining the  body  and  limbs  of  this  man  they 
were  about  as  full  of  white  scales  as  the  body  of  a 
fish.  We  four  physicians  failed  even  to  give  the 
man  much  relief,  and  yet  that  man  cured  himself 
by  using  kerosene  oil  locally.  He  must  have  lost 
all  respect  for  scientific  doctors. 

I  want  to  know  the  properties  of  a  great  many 
medicines,  because  sometimes  I  want  to  use  one 
medicine  to  pave  the  way  for  another.  Take  a 
case  in  point  :  I  had  a  patient  that  I  knew  must 
die  unless  he  had  a  passage  of  his  bowels.  I  gave 
podophyllin  and  the  bi-carb.  soda,  but  they  would 
not  act.  I  then  discovered  that  the  reason  they 
did  not  act  as  a  cathartic  was  because  his  stomach 
was  too  much  congested.  I  therefore  gave  a  dose 
of  opium  to  remove  the  inflammation,  and  then 
gave  another  dose  of  podophyllin  and  soda,  and 
they  acted  like  a  charm,  and  the  man  got  well. 
Now,  if  I  had  not  known  that  one  medicine  could 
be  used  to  pave  the  way  for  another,  and  had 
been  ignorant  of  this  property  of  opium,  the  man 
would  have  lost  his  life. 

Several  years  ago,  a  gentleman,  a  stranger  in 
the  place,  wished  me  to  relieve  the  distress  and 
pain  about  his  wife's  stomach,  and  made  the  re- 
mark :  "  Take  several  medicines  with  you,  because 
it  is  very  likely  many  of  them  will  fail  before  you 
find  out  the  true  remedy,  because  I  never  knew  a 
doctor  to  help  my  wife,  when  she  has  these  spells 
until  he  tried  several  kinds  of  medicine."  I  tried 
gelsemin,  and  the  first  dose  helped  her.  I  did  not 
try  opium,  because  I  knew  it  was  too  common  a 
remedy,  and  I  supposed  other  physicians  had 
failed  to  relieve  her  pain  by  using  it. 

Because  one  medicine  succeeds  where  another 
fails,  I  do  not  think  it  always  proves  that  it  is  better 
for  the  particular  disease.  The  system  may  be  so 
accustomed  to  one  kind  of  medicine  that  it  ceases 
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to  do  the  good  it  accomplished  when  first  adminis- 
tered. This  we  know  is  the  case  with  opium ;  in 
order  to  keep  up  its  effect,  the  opium-eater  is  com- 
pelled to  constantly  increase  the  dose. 

It  is  with  medicine  as  with  food,  change  it  often 
if  yon  would  benefit  the  patient.  Have  a  great 
many  medicines  to  select  your  remedy  from,  just 
as  you  would  be  benefited  by  taking  your  meals 
at  different  houses,  and  often  find  out  that  a  poor 
meal,  poorly  cooked,  will  sometimes  do  you  more 
good  than  a  good  meal  well  cooked,  and  simply 
because  of  the  change. 

I  tried  the  fluid  extract  of  jaborandi  in  a  case  of 
incontinence  of  urine,  and  it  failed.  Having  to 
use  more  of  the  article,  I  got  some  from  my  own 
druggist,  and  it  acted  like  a  charm.  The  last 
preparation  was  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s. 

I  can  also  very  highly  recommend  the  fluid  ex- 
tract of  cascara  sagrada,  as  manufactured  by 
them.  It  is  the  finest  remedy  I  ever  used  for  ha- 
bitual constipation.  It  has  other  valuable  prop- 
erties also.  It  is  well  borne,  and  has  no  tendency, 
after  long  continued  use,  to  destroy  the  appetite, 
or  derange  the  digestion. 

Veratrum  Viride. 

By  Floyd  Clendenen,  M.  D.,  La  Salle,  III. 

IN  looking  over  the  March  number  of  New  Pre- 
PARAi'lONS  I  find  an  article  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Gundrum,  in  which  he  attempts  to  criticise  Dr. 
Henning,  on  the  use  or  abuse  of  veratrum  viride; 
and  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  I  am  unable  to 
see  which  of  the  learned  gentleman  displays  the 
greater  amount  of  ignorance  in  the  use  of  the 
article  in  question.  Dr.  G — ,  after  taking  Dr.  H. 
severely  to  ta^k  for  giving  large  doses  per  stomach, 
proceeds  to  administer  five  drops  endermically  to 
the  stout  young  lady  of  19  and  did  not  quite  kill 
her.  Well !  Patients  will  get  well  sometimes  in 
spite  of  the  doctor  and  the  disease. 

Now,  I  fail  to  see  wherein  the  size  of  the  doses 
given  differ.  I  would  suggest  to  the  doctors  the 
necessity  of  learning  the  indications  for  the  use  of 
this  valuable  remedy.  I  will  say  to  the  gentlemen, 
do  not  give  veratrum  on  a  weak,  sharp  or  thready 
pulse,  but  where  the  pulse  is  open,  throbbing  or 
full,  feeling  like  a  yarn  siring  thumping  against  the 
finger,  yoii  may  give  it  in  doses  of  from  the 
fraction  of  a  drop  \o  five  drops  with  safety,  and 
with  a  positive  assurance  of  its  doing  good.  But 
it  is  only  in  extreme  cases  that  I  would  give  the 
five-drop  dose.  I  find  it  much  better  to  give  small, 
often  repeated,  doses  of  veratrum,  than  large  ones. 
Large  doses  will,  if  persisted  in,  irritate  the  stomach 
and  will  depress  the  vital  forces,  instead  of  produc- 
ing sedation. 

In  acute  metritis,  peritonitis,  in  fact,  in  nearly  all 
cases  of  acute  inflammation,  veratrum  viride  is, 
when  properly  administered,  one  of  our  best  reme- 
dies. Dr.  H.'s  25  to  30  drops  of  veratrum  did 
check  the  hemorrhage  by  its  depressing  the  vital 
forces.  Who  has  not  seen  hemorrhage  checked  by 
the  swooning  of  the  patient  from  depression,  which 
is  the  same  result  that  was  brought  about  by  the 
doctor's  large  doses — which  illustrates  the  homely 
old  saw  of  more  ways  than  one  to  kill  a  dog. 


of  a  fibroid  character,  first  discovered  about 
five  years  ago,  at  the  neck  of  the  womb.  From 
the  history  of  the  case,  I  should  judge  it  was 
ten  or  twelve  years  in  growing.  It  was  removed 
by  Dr.  A.  B.  Spinney  and  myself  at  my  house 
about  three  weeks  ago.  She  underwent  the  opera- 
tion without  chloroform.  Indeed,  she  was  not  a 
fit  subject  for  its  administration.  The  growth  was 
removed  with  an  ecraseur.  It  was  attached  to  the 
right  side  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  partly  to 
the  walls  of  the  vagina,  which  passage  it  almost 
entirely  filled.  It  consisted  of  a  number  of  nodules 
inclosed  in  a  very  tough  membrane,  and  on  removal 
was  found  to  be  as  large  as  a  child's  head.  I  did  not 
weigh  it,  but  should  think  its  weight  about  4  lbs. 
Two  days  after  the  operation,  the  patient  was 
attacked  with  pleuro-pneumonia.  The  attack  was 
ushered  in  by  a  severe  chill,  which  recurred  every 
day  for  three  days.  They  appeared  like  the  chills 
accompanying  phthisis.  I  put  her  on  yi  dram  doses 
every  2  and  3  hours  of  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of_ 
eucalyptus  and  glycerine,  but  as  the  chills  continued 
I  substituted  picrate  of  ammonium — i  and  i^  gr. 
doses — every  4  hours.  As  her  urine  was  very 
much  loaded,  as  in  all  inflammatory  diseases,  I 
administered  in  addition  to  the  above  %  dram  doses 
every  6  hours  of  yerba  santa  fl.  ext.  I  gave  the 
above  remedies  generally  in  the  order  above  named. 
Although  her  condition  was  very  threatening,  she 
disappointed  the  prognostications  of  all  who  saw 
her,  by  a  rapid  recovery.  Two  weeks  ago  she 
went  home  convalescent.  She  was  at  my  house 
18  days.  Therp  was  but  little  inflammation  in 
consequence  of  the  operation,  and  I  ascribe  this, 
together  with  the  recovery,  to  the  use  of  the  euca- 
lyptus and  yerba  santa.     I  used  as  an  injection 

'^,.    FI.  ext.  eucalyptus,   Jss. 
Linseed  oil,  5  "• 
Water,  5  vi. 

Three  times  a  day  for  5  or  6  days.  I  would  before 
each  injection  first  use  simple  lukewarm  water,  a 
few  syringefuls.  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  effects 
of  the  new  remedies,  and  I  think  the  demand  for 
them  will  be  good  when  their  virtues  are  more 
extensively  known. 


Eucalyptus  Globulus — Yerba  Santa. 

By  G.  W.  Mallory,  M.  D.,  Lowell,  Mich. 

MRS.  R.,  aged  about  50  years,  nervous  temper- 
ament and  of  weak  constitution,  and  for  the 
past  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  had  suffered  from 
occasional  attacks  of  asthma.  She  had  also  for 
a   number   of  years   been  suffering  from  a  tumor 


Cascara  Sagrada  and  Jaborandi. 

By  Dr.  Howell,  Goodrich,  Mich. 

HAVING  had  some  experience  with  the  above 
remedy,  cascara,  I  must  say  that  it  excels 
anything  to  my  knowledge  in  the  materia  medica 
as  a  cathartic,  or  laxative  ;  it  agrees  well  with  the 
stomach,  and  does  not  produce  any  griping  or  un- 
pleasant action.  I  find  it  just  the  thing  for  chil- 
dren or  young  babes.  In  these,  where  digestion  is 
not  good,  as  is  often  the  case,  I  combine  with  it 
lactopeptin  and  hydrochloric  acid  q.  s.,  with  simple 
syrup.  This  makes  a  very  pleasant  dose,  and  can- 
not be  excelled  as  a  regulator  of  the  alimentary 
secretions. 

In  jaborandi  we  have  another  excellent  remedy, 
and  one,  I  think,  too  little  known  by  the  profession. 
I  gave  it  a  trial  on  my  own  person  for  acute  bron- 
chitis. For  the  first  dose  I  took  a  half  teaspoonful 
fl.  ext.  (P.,  D.  &  Co.'s) ;  and  in  half  an  hour  took 
another  half  teaspoonful.  In  a  few  minutes  after 
the  second  dose  saliva  began  to  flow,  and  tears  to 
run.  A  glow  of  heat  went  over  the  surface,  feeling 
something  like  a  Turkish  bath,  and  inside  of  thirty 
ininutes  after  the  last  dose  every  sweat  gland  was 
doing  its  level  best  toward  pumping  the  system 
dry.  Talk  about  sweating — the  harvest  field,  with 
the  thermometer  at  a  hundred  in  the  shade,  is  no 
comparison.  I  continued  to  spit,  shed  tears,  and 
sweat  for  about   three   hours,   when   I    washed, 
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changed  clothes,  went  to  sleep  about  midnight. 
I  awoke  next  morning  with  no  bronchitis,  bright  as 
ever,  only  weak.  Took  a  few  powders  of  cin- 
chonidia,  and  came  out  all  right.  I  have  given  it 
to  others  for  the  same  trouble,  for  colds,  coughs, 
when  dry,  and  for  dropsy.  It  is  truly  a  wonderful 
remedy. 


Clinical   Cases — Constipation. 

By  A.  G.  Stillman,  Troy,  New  York. 

WAS  called  December  i8th  to  Mrs.  H.,  who,  the 
messenger  said,  had  been  sick  for  two  years. 
On  visiting  her,  found  a  feeble  woman  about  26 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  treated  by  different 
physicians  for  two  years,  without  much  if  any 
benefit.  On  examination  found  patient  suffered 
from  severe  pain  (at  times)  in  her  right  side,  cross- 
ing over  at  times  to  left  (called  pleurisy  by  one  of 
her  former  physicians,  and  neuralgia  by  another), 
severe  constipation,  bowels  never  moving,  unless 
caused  to  do  so  by  cathartic  medicines,  at  which 
time  she  seemed  to  have  no  control  over  them, 
they  moving  without  her  knov/ledge ;  pale  sallow 
complexion,  with  nervousness,  palpitation,  etc. ; 
in  fact,  having  all  the  symptoms  of  a  sluggish,  in- 
active condition  of  the  chilopoietic  viscera.  She 
had  become  disgusted  with  medicine,  and  her 
stomach  rebelled  against  it.  Said  she  would  take 
no  more  physic  or  cathartic  pills.  Told  her  that's 
right,  I  would  not  either.  Prescribed  for  nervous- 
ness Pulsatilla  fluid  ext.,  §  ss.  Dose,  two  drops 
every  four  hours;  for  tonic  and  stimulant  to  digest- 
ive organs,  tinct.  nux  vomica,  3  ij.  Take  one  drop 
every  four  hours,  in  alternation.  Fluid  ext.  cas- 
cara  sagrada,  |  ij.  Dose,  one  teaspoonful  at  bed 
time.  In  three  days'  time  bowels  began  to  move 
regularly.  The  first  tv/o  passages  were  of  stony 
hardness,  and  seemed  to  be  covered  with  mucoid 
matter,  and  caused  considerable  pain.  Now  her 
bowels  are  regular,  she  having  complete  control 
over  them.  She  still  takes  one-half  teaspoonful 
fluid  ext.  cascara  every  other  night.  Can  walk  a 
mile  without  inconvenience.  It  may  be  right  for 
me  to  say  that  I  gave  chionanthus  for  the  diffi- 
culty of  liver,  after  the  cascara  had  regulated  the 
bowels.     I  now  consider  the  patient  well. 

Case  second  was  one  of  chronic  constipation 
of  four  years'  standing,  upon  whom  I  had  tried 
every  and  all  treatments  laid  down  in  books,  or 
known  of  by  experimental  knowledge,  without  re- 
ceiving any  benefit.  I  gave  her  a  two-ounce  vial 
of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  ext.  cascara  sag- 
rada, with  directions  to  take  one  teaspoonful  night 
and  morning — the  morning  dose  to  be  omitted  as 
soon  as  her  bowels  became  regular.  The  result 
was  a  cure  in  two  weeks.  I  might  recite  a  dozen 
cases  cured  by  this  valuable  remedy,  but  it  would 
only  be  repetition.  Some  may  ask  is  the  cure  per- 
manent ?  I  say  yes,  provided  you  can  instill  into 
your  patient's  brain  the  value  of  being  regular  in 
his  visits  to  the  water  closet.  How  does  it  act } 
It  seems  to  me  to  act  as  a  special  ionic  to  the  in- 
testines, giving  them  greater  power  to  force  on 
their  contents.  It  is,  perhaps,  right  for  me  to  say 
that  I  procure  this  remedy  from  L.  Burton  &  Co., 
Troy,  N.  Y. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. 

By  WiLLARD  Chaney,  M.  D.,  Detroit. 

MY  attention  was  first  called  to  the  remedial 
virtues  of  berberis  aquifolium  by  hearing  of 
a  very  severe  case  of  psoriasis  which  was  cured 
by  means  of  it.     This  case  was  in  the  person  of  a 


young  Englishman,  in  whom  the  eruption  ex- 
tended over  nearly  the  whole  body. 

He  had  been  treated  unsuccessfully  by  the  best 
medical  skill  in  some  English  hospital,  and  conse- 
quently had  given  up  all  hope  of  either  relief  or 
recovery.  As  a  dernier  resort  he  was  induced  to 
use  berberis  aquifolium,  and  did,  with  the  happiest 
results. 

The  truth  of  the  above  case  I  am  personally 
cognizant  of,  and  took  pains  to  verify  myself. 

It  seems  that  Dr.  Bundy,  who  first  introduced 
berberis  aquifoHum,  defines  it  as  a  powerful 
alterative  tonic,  especially  applicable  in  skin  dis- 
eases, strumous  and  syphilitic  affections,  etc.  My 
experience  would  seem  to  confirm  his  opinion  of 
the  therapeutic  range  of  the  remedy. 

Some  time  since  a  case  of  acne  came  into  my 
hands  for  treatment.  The  patient  was  a  young 
man  who  had  suffered  from  the  disease  for  a  long 
time,  and  whose  face  and  neck  were  badly  dis- 
figured by  the  pimply  eruption.  He  was  much 
mortified  at  his  own  appearance,  and  had  sought 
relief  from  many  proprietary  remedies  recom- 
mended as  blood  purifiers,  alteratives,  resolvents, 
etc.  He  had  also  used  Fowler's  solution,  under 
the  direction  of  a  physician,  and  had  experienced 
some  transient  relief  while  taking  it.  I  prescribed 
the  fl.  ext.  berberis  aquifolium  in  3  ss  doses  three 
times  daily,  and  in  about  two  weeks  the  eruption 
began  to  disappear,  and  in  a  short  time  had  left 
him  with  a  clean  skin,  much  to  his  own  joy  and 
my  satisfaction.  His  skin  has  remained  in  a  very 
much  improved  condition  ever  since.  I  have  had 
good  results  from  its  use  also  in  eczema  and 
secondary  syphilis. 

To  conclude,  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not, 
in  a  very  large  proportion  of  cases,  supplant  the 
mineral  alteratives,  which  only  too  often  leave  dis- 
agreeable cachexias  behind,  while  the  berberis 
aquifolium  is  beyond  all  doubt  also  tonic  in  its 
action. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

By  A.  J.  Roe,  M.  D.,  Taylorville,  111. 

IN  the  March  number  of  New  Preparations, 
Prof.  E.  S.  Dunster  states  that  after  nearly  two 
years'  trial  of  cascara  sagrada,  and  in  nearly  one 
hundred  cases,  he  is  satisfied  that  it  is  a  valuable 
addition  to  our  materia  medica,  but  the  claims 
which  were  first  made  for  it  as  a  curative  of  con- 
stipation have  in  no  one  instance  been  substan- 
tiated. I  have  had  the  same  experience  when  using 
it  alone,  the  bowels  invariably  becoming  consti- 
pated when  the  remedy  is  withdrawn.  By  com- 
bining strychnia  and  cinchonidia  with  it,  however, 
the  bowels  continue  to  act  for  some  time  after  the 
combination  is  laid  aside.  I  combine  them  as  fol- 
lows : 

5.     Cinchonidise  sulph.,  grs.  xxxij. 
Strychniae  sulph.,  gr.  j. 
Acidi  sulphurici  aromatici,  q.  s. 
Fl.  ext.  cascarae  sagradae,  5  j. 
Syrupi  simplicis,  J  iij. 

M.  S.  Teaspoonful  three  times  daily  after 
meals,  until  it  acts  freely  on  the  bowels.  To  be 
well  shaken  before  takins^. 

After  the  remedy  has  been  taken  as  above  for  a 
few  days  the  bowels  will  act  four  or  five  times  freely 
in  succession  ;  the  remedy  should  then  be  with- 
drawn, and  not  given  again  until  required.  Only 
very  small  doses  will  be  required  at  intervals  after 
this,  not  more  than  a  third  of  a  teaspoonful  once, 
daily  ;  more  than  this  will  cause  diarrhoea.  This 
treatment  will  cure  even  the  most  obstinate 
cases. 
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Cascara  Sagrada — Boldo. 

By  Wm.  Jones,  M.  D.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

PLEASE  find  herewith  a  statement  of  my  expe- 
rience with  some  of  the  new  remedies.  I  have 
for  the  past  year  or  more  been  using  the  new  fluid  ex- 
tracts of  cascara  sagrada,  berberis  aquifohum, 
damiana,  grindeha  robusta,  yerba  santa,  yerba 
reuma  and  boldo,  with  many  others,  with  the  most 
gratifying  success.  I  would  say  particularly  for 
the  cascara  sagrada  that  it  is  truly  entitled  to  all 
the  confidence  that  is  claimed  for  it  in  constipa- 
tion. I  have  never  prescribed  a  drug  with  as  much 
certainty  of  rectifying  that  condition  of  the  system 
that  produces  constipation.  It  more  permanently 
estabhshes  the  secretions  of  the  bowels  than  any 
other  drug  I  ever  used.  Its  action  also  is  so  mild 
and  pleasant,  no  pain  or  sickness  is  produced, 
and  yet  it  does  its  work  so  thoroughly.  In  short, 
it  does  what  is  required  of  it  and  no  grumbling. 
I  prescribe  it  as  follows  : 

^     Ext.  cascarse  sagradae  fl., 

Ext.  berberis  aquifolii  fl.,  aa.   5'' 
Syrupi  simplicis,    5  "• 

Mix.  Sig.     One  teaspoonful  after  each  meal,  or 
one  in  six  hours  until  it  moves  the  bowels  ;    then 


one  teaspoonful  as  often  as  is  necessary  to  move 
the  bowels  once  or  twice  daily,  for  a  few  days  or 
weeks,  and  the  work  is  accomplished. 

As  regards  the  boldo,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
very  much,  yet  I  am  quite  certain  that  it  has  tonic 
and  sedative  properties.  I  will  state  one  case  out 
of  many,  that  I  have  treated  with  it. 

Miss  C,  aged  20,  came  to  my  office  Feb.  5th, 
1878,  and  stated  she  had  been  treated  for  four 
years  without  receiving  any  benefit.  She  had 
vomited  as  often  as  every  two  hours  during  that 
time,  and  had  nervous  spasms  from  two  to  four 
times  a  week,  had  not  urinated  for  a  year  except 
by  the  aid  of  the  catheter ;  constipation,  suppressed 
menstruation,  with  general  nervous  prostration. 
Treatment :  three  drops  fl.  ext.  boldo  once  in  six 
hours  in  a  little  water.  After  the  fourth  day  I  in- 
creased the  dose  one  drop  until  she  took  eight 
drops  once  in  six  hours.  The  day  after  the  dose 
was  increased  to  eight  drops,  after  which  she  rested 
splendidly.  The  skin  became  moist,  the  bladder 
acted  normally,  her  bowels  moved  daily,  her 
spasms  were  less  frequent  and  more  mild,  and 
finally  they  ceased  altogether  ;  menstruation  be- 
came regular,  and  the  vomiting  occurred  only  oc- 
casionally. In  two  months  she  was  cured.  I  gave 
no  medicine  whatever  but  the  boldo. 


Correspondence. 


Yerba  Santa. 

I  have  tried  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  yerba 
santa,  and  find  it  to  act  like  a  charm  in  bronchial 
troubles ;  also  tried  several  other  preparations  of 
their  new  remedies,  and  they  act  likewise. 

Respectfully,  JAMES  McEVOY,  M.  D. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  April  ist,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  given  cascara  sagrada  a  fair  trial,  and 
find  it  to  be  the  best  laxative  I  ever  used.  You 
can  use  my  name  with  pleasure  in  your  able  jour- 
nal. Respectfully, 

JAMES  McEVOY,  M.  D. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  April  roth,  1879. 


Wood  Betony. 

I  have  found  wood  betony  (betonica  officinalis) 
in  my  experience  a  very  reliable  and  valuable  rem- 
edy in  the  treatment  of  dropsical  affections,  ulcers 
in  the  bladder  and  kidneys  and  bloody  urine. 

F.  HERRING,  M.  D. 

Goshen,  Ind.,  April  7,  1879. 

Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  been  using  the  new  remedy  for  constipa- 
pation,  cascara  sagrada,  with  wonderful  success. 
I  consider  it  a  specific  in  old  cases  of  constipation, 
and  it  is  destined  to  supplant  all  other  remedies. 
I  am  fully  convinced  it  is  the  remedy  par  excellence. 
Fraternally, 

G.  T.  BLAIR,  M.  D. 
Westerville,  O.,  April  10,  1879. 


New  Remedies. 

I  am  using  daily  the  new  remedies  introduced 
by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  and  I  find  them  all  they  are 
recommended  to  be. 

I  have  used  eucalyptus  globulus  in  several  cases 
of  malarial  troubles. 

I  am  using  cascara  sagrada  with  great  satisfac- 
tion. 

Damiana,  as  a  nerve  tonic,  cannot  be  bettered. 

C.  A.  MAY,  M.  D. 

Streetsboro,  Portage  Co.,  O.,  April  17,  1879. 


Fucus  Vesiculosus. 

I  have  used  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract 
of  fucus  vesiculosus  in  quite  a  number  of  cases,  and 
find  it  possessed  of  valuable  therapeutic  properties 
not  hitherto  mentioned  by  medical  writers,  which  I 
am  satisfied  will  bring  this  remedy  into  general 
use  by  the  medical  profession.  I  shall  report  fully 
on  this  subject  at  an  early  day. 

A.  J.  ROE,  M.  D. 

Taylorville,  III,  April  2,  1879. 


Errata. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  very  serious 
typographical  error  in  the  printing  of  my  last  com- 
munication, "  Note  on  the  Determination  of  Sugar 
in  Diabetic  Urine  by  Fehling's  Solution,"  page  84, 
line  10,  April  number  of  New  Preparations.  In 
place  of  ammonia  salt  it  should  read  common  salt. 
Please  make  the  correction  in  the  next  number  of 
your  journal  and  oblige,  yours  respectfully, 

K.  JUNGK,  ph.  D. 


Ailanthus. 

I  see  noticed  queries  whether  the  ailanthus  tree 
will  not  prove  a  drainer  of  marshy  or  malarial 
grounds.  Its  growth  is  certainly  not  noxious  to 
man.  I  have  a  fine  grove  of  it  near  my  dwelling. 
My  horses  seek  refuge  from  the  flies  in  the  grove, 
where  they  are  not  disturbed  by  them.  Birds 
rarely  light  on  the  trees.  As  an  experiment  I 
carried  a  piece  of  putrid  meat  covered  with  carrion 
flies  into  the  grove,  and  all  the  flies,  excepting  two 
or  three,  left  at  once.       C.  B.  STEWART,  M.  D. 

Montgomery,  Texas". 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

A  medical  friend  of  mine,  Dr.  Wm.  McCormick, 
the  physician  of  longest  residence  here  (since  1851), 
sent  to  Abrams  &  Carroll,  San  Francisco,  for  eight 
ounces  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  cascara 
sagrada  for  his  wife's  use.  She  had  been  constipated 
for  nearly  twelve  years,  habitually,  and  was  troubled 
also  by  the  concomitant  conditions  and  results 
common  to  such  cases.  The  doctor  says  to  me 
that  the  results  are  fully  satisfactory,  although  less 
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than   the   quantity  has  been    used ;    he  will   pre- 
scribe it  in  similar  cases  hereafter. 

Yours  very  respectfully,     J.  L.  COOMBS,  M.  D. 
Valley,  Cal.,  March  21,  1879. 


New  Remedies. 

I  have  used  with  satisfaction  the  following  arti- 
cles, and  believe  that  they  will  accomplish  all  that 
is  claimed  for  them  when  exhibited  at  proper  time 
and  in  proper  dose:  viburnum  prunifolium,  cas- 
cara  sagrada,  yerba  santa,  kava-kava,  grindelia  ro- 
busta ;  also  the  medicated  tablets  of  potass.,  car- 
bolic acid  and  santonine  and  podophyllin,  are 
convenient  methods  of  administering  to  adults 
as  well  as  to  children.  In  my  practice  the  berberis 
aquifolium  does  not  appear  to  prove  all  that  is 
claimed  for  it  ;  in  several  cases  I  have  been 
obliged  to  fall  back  on  my  old  remedies,  which  give 
me  better  satisfaction. 

C.  H.  YELVINGTON,  M.  D. 

Susquehanna,  Pa.,  January,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  take  pleasure  in  adding  my  testimony  to  the 
value  of  cascara  sagrada,  particularly  as  to  its  ser- 
vice in  overcoming  the  constipated  habit.  We  have 
all  felt  the  necessity  of  some  such  medicine  in  our 
daily  practice,  but  more  especially  have  I  desired 
some  such  to  aid  in  the  treatment  of  rectal  affec- 
tions, say  of  hemorrhoids,  irritable  ulcer,  etc.  I 
have  given  the  cascara  sagrada  abundant  trial  in 
these  cases,  and  unhesitatingly  pronounce  it  more 
reliable  than  any  remedy  used,  including  apollinaris 
water,  hunyadi  janos,  tamar  indien,  etc.  Beside 
being  more  certain  in  its  action  than  they,  it  pos- 
sesses tonic  properties.  I  shall  continue  to  use  it  in 
lieu  of  them  all.     Yours  very  truly, 

J.  M.  MATHEWS,  M.lD. 

Clinical  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  the  Rectum, 
Hospital  College  of  Medicine. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  April  19,  1879. 

Extract  of  Malt — Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  used  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  extract  of  malt, 
and  malt  and  cascara  sagrada,  and  malt  and  hy- 
pophosphites.  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of 
testing  them  all,  but  have  tested  the  malt  and  cas- 
cara sagrada,  and  this  article  is  an  admirable  com- 
bination for  dyspepsia  and  constipation.  In  this 
disease  the  malt  not  only  furnishes  a  fine  food,  but 
it  at  the  same  time  prevents  fermentation,  and  the 
cascara  sagrada  opens  the  bowels  and  prevents 
constipation.  This  extract  of  malt  is  very  pure, 
and  is  destined  to  prove  a  remedy  in  phthisis  and 
other  diseases  of  debility.  I  shall  use  them  when- 
ever I  want  to  prescribe  the  hypophosphites,  as 
the  vegetable  phosphates  found  thus  in  grain  read- 
ily enter  the  blood,  and  are  at  once  appropriated  to 
the  wants  of  the  tissues.  Malt  will  soon  take  rank 
with  our  best  tissue-forming  remedies,  and  our 
major  remedy  in  phthisis  pulmonalis. 

Yours  respectfully,         I.  G.  M.  GOSS,  M.D. 

Marietta,  Ga.,  Feb.  10,  1879. 


Damiana — Yerba  Reuma. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  qual- 
ity of  the  new  fluid  extracts  treated  upon  in  your 
journal.  I  can  speak  more  positively  in  regard  to 
damiana  and  yerba  reuma,  both  of  which  I  have 
tested  sufficiently  to  enable  me  to  speak  with  con- 
fidence of  their  power  and  efficacy. 

The  samples  were  obtained  from  the  house 
of  Chiles  &  Berry  in  this  place,  gentlemen  in 
whose  judgment  and  skill  I  place  great  reliance, 
and  whom  I  can  cheerfully  recommend  for  a  choice 
and  reliable  selection  of  drugs. 

I  had  been  using  various  preparations  of  damiana 
without  success  until  advised  by  Dr.  Chiles  to  try 
P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  preparation.  I  am  ready  to  indorse  it 
as  the  best  made,  and  will  adopt  it  as  a  specific  in 
the  cases  for  which  it  is  indicated.  I  intend  to  pro- 
cure and  use  all  of  your  fliuid  extracts,  and  it  will 
afford  me  pleasure  at  any  time  to  testify  to  their 
worth.  I  am,  truly  yours, 

J.  KENNING  HENRY,  M.  D. 

139  Twenty-sixth  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


Cascara    Sagrada — Grindelia    Robusta  —  Yerba 
Santa. 

Some  months  ago  I  received  a  lot  of  samples  of 
the  new  fluid  extracts,  etc.,  a  number  of  which  I  dis- 
tributed among  my  medical  friends  of  this  city.  I 
am  prepared  to  say  of  a  few  that  I  have  tried  up 
to  this  present  writing,  that  I  am  more  than 
pleased  with  them.  I  have  given  cascara  sagrada, 
grindelia  robusta  and  yerba  santa  sufficient  trial  to 
warrant  me  in  expressing  an  opinion.  Of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  cascara  sagrada  I  could 
give  quite  a  lot  of  testimony  of  a  practical  charac- 
ter in  the  way  of  details  of  cases,  but  prefer  to 
simply  say  that  in  my  hands  it  has  proven  itself  to 
be  the  remedy  par  excellence  for  constipation, 
pleasant  to  take,  not  at  all  drastic,  and  possessing 
a  general  tonic  and  invigorating  power  over  the 
whole  alimentary  U'act.  I  consider  its  therapeutic 
range  much  greater  than  that  of  a  simple  laxative 
or  cathartic. 

I  believe  grindelia  robusta  will  continue  to  main- 
tain the  excellent  character  it  has  borne  as  a  spe- 
cific in  asthma.  I  am  much  pleased  with  its  action 
in  such  cases. 

Yerba  santa  came  to  me  like  a  friend  in  distress ; 
I  had  a  most  inveterate  case  of  chronic  colitis  which 
had  been  under  my  treatment  for  over  three  years. 
In  my  despair  I  prescribed  half-drachm  doses 
of  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  yerba  santa  three  ' 
times  a  day,  which  in  five  weeks  effected  a  com- 
plete cure.  Trusting  that  the  experience  of  my 
friends  in  this  city  may  coincide  with  mine  in  regard 
to  these  valuable  preparations, 

I  am,  very  truly  your  friend, 

C.  A.  BRYCE,  M.  D. 
Office  Southern  Clinic,  Richmond,  Va., 
April  12,  1879. 
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Editorial. 


^         Rush  Medical  College. 

yvy  HE  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  Rush  Medical 
^^\^     CoUeg-e  desire  to  announce  the  establish- 
ed     ment,  in  this  institution,  of  a  Professorship 
(~       of  Gynecology,  and   that   Prof.  Wm.    H. 
Bytord,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago,    has  accepted 
the  appointment  to  fill  the  new  chair. 

J.  H.  Etheridge, 

Secretary. 
Chicago,  111.,  March  11,  1879. 

We  acknowledge  every  advancement  in  medical 
education  with  pleasure,  and  the  creation  of  the 
new  chair  in  Rush  Medical  College  shows  that  the 
trustees  of  that  institution  are  alive  to  the  demand. 
We  congratulate  it  in  being  able  to  fill  the  chair 
with  the  greatest  gynecologist  in  the  west.  Prof. 
Wm.  H.  Byford. 


T 


Dr.  E.  W.  Jenks. 

HE  following  correspondence  explains  itself : 

"  Chicago  Medical  College,  | 
Chicago,  April  14,  1879.      f 

Dear  Doctor — The  Faculty  of  the  Chicago 
Medical  College  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing 
that  Professor  Edward  W.  Jenks,  M.  D.,  of  the 
Detroit  Medical  College,  has  accepted  an  appoint- 
ment to  the  chair  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Diseases 
of  Women  and  Clinical  Gynecology.  He  has 
already  acquired  a  national  reputation  so  promi- 
nent, in  this  department,  as  a  teacher  and  operator, 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  of  the  advantages 
which  are  thus  secured  to  the  College.  Dr.  Jenks 
will  change  his  residence  and  field  of  labor  to  this 
city  at  an  early  day,  about  Oct.  ist. 

"  In  behalf  of  the  Faculty, 

"John  H.  Hollister, 

"  Secretary." 

Dr.  Jenks  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  we  are  sorry  to  learn  that  he 
leaves  us  (we  hope)  for  a  larger  and  more  profit- 
able field  of  labour.  "  Westward  the  star  of  em- 
pire wends  its  way,"  and  Detroit  cannot  do  more 
than  to  send  another  of  her  savans  to  add  one 
•more  to  the  obligations  Chicago,  and  especially 
the  Chicago  Medical  College,  owes  her.  We  wish 
our  neighbor  a  pleasant  and  profitable  life  in  the 
new  home  of  his  adoption,  and  we  shall  feel  grati- 
fied as  we  hear  of  his  success. 


The  Atlanta  Meetings. 

THERE  has  never  in  the  history  of  this  country 
been  a  series  of  meetings  more  fraught 
with  interest  to  the  medical  profession,  and  both 
directly  and  indirectly  to  the  people  of  this  country, 


than  those  held  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  during  the  first 
part  of  this  month.  The  eyes  of  the  profession 
have  been  directed  thitherward,  and  many  bright 
hopes  have  been  entertained  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  assembled  wisdom  in  the  beautiful  southern 
city. 

The  meetings  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion have  long  ceased  to  be  looked  upon  as  meet- 
ings of  great  scientific  interest,  or,  for  that  matter, 
of  any  interest  outside  of  the  splendid  opportunities 
they  offer  for  social  reunion  and  the  interchanging, 
between  those  who  attend  them,  of  those  feelings 
of  brotherly  love  and  fraternal  sympathy,  to  which* 
after  all,  science  is  but  a  secondary  matter — a  dry 
thing,  devoid  of  sense.  It  is  a  grand  thing  for  the 
toiling  doctors  throughout  this  vast  country,  from 
the  north  and  the  south,  and  the  east  and  the  west, 
at  stated  intervals,  to  meet  one  with  another,  to 
exchange  the  sympathetic  look  of  the  eye,  and 
return  the  friendly  clasp  of  the  hand.  Of  course, 
a  little  science  thrown  in  on  the  occasion  of  these 
meetings  is  the  proper  thing  ;  it  gives  them  a  more 
definite  purpose,  and  tends,  perhaps,  to  give  greater 
zest  to  the  social  instincts  of  those  who  participate 
in  the  discussions.  Long  live  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  and  may  science,  which  has  no 
soul,  ever  remain  secondary,  at  its  meetings,  to 
those  nobler  instincts  w^hich  these  meetings  arouse 
and  foster ! 

It  will  be  long  before  those  who  attended  the 
meeting  just  held,  will  forget  what  it  is  to  enjoy 
southern  hospitality.  The  profuseness  of  the  ar- 
ticle lavished  on  the  visitors  to  Atlanta  was  equaled 
only  by  its  whole-souledness  and  spontaneity.  We 
were  young,  but  are  now  bordering  on  the  sere  and 
yellow  leaf,  yet  have  we  not  forgotten  what  consti- 
tutes a  fair  and  lovely  woman.  Our  ideal  was 
found  in  many  of  Atlanta's  fair  daughters;  and  a 
remembrance  of  their  cordial  greetings,  and  the 
true  womanly  hearts,  that  throb  in  casements  rival- 
ing that  of  Hebe  herself,  will  quicken  our  pulse 
for  many  a  day, 

But  let  us  return  to  the  various  meetings  of  or- 
ganizations which  have  just  been  held.  In  pre- 
paring the  following  we  are  much  indebted  to  the 
Atlanta  Constitution  for  its  able  reports  of  the 
general  meetings  and  sections.  First  jn  order  of 
time  was 

THE   convention   OF   MEDICAL   COLLEGES. 

This  convention  was  called  to  assemble  on  the 
second  instant,  and  was  expected  to  be  one  of 
much  importance  in  its  effects  on  the  system  of 
medical  education  of  this  country.  For  years  a 
cry  has  gone  up  from  the  profession  for  an  advanced 
standard  of  medical  education,  and,  finally,  the  de- 
mand became  so  urgent  that  the  Medical  College 
Association,  at  its  meeting  at  Buffalo,  last  year, 
felt  constrained  to  give  it  a  consideration.  But 
this  association  does  not  embrace  over  half  of 
the  medical  schools  of  the  country,  and  it  con- 
cluded to  issue  a  call  for  a  convention  of  all 
the  colleges  to  be  held  as  above,  at  Atlanta. 
The  questions  proposed  for  discussion  were : 
(i)  Should  all  medical  colleges  require  three  regu- 
lar courses  of  lectures  in  tnree  separate  years  as 
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one  of  the  requirements  for  conferring  the  degree 
of  M.  D.  ?  (2)  Should  all  medical  colleges  require, 
before  admitting  to  matriculation,  a  prelimmary 
examination — such  examination  embracing,  at  least, 
the  elements  of  the  physical  sciences,  in  addition 
to  a  fair  English  education?  These  are  questions 
on  which  the  exigencies  of  the  times  demand  an 
atfirmative  answer,  and  it  was  hoped  and  expected 
that  the  response  to  the  call  for  the  convention 
having  matters  of  such  moment  submitted  to  it 
would  be  unanimous.  It  was,  therefore,  somewhat 
disheartening  to  the  friends  of  medical  progress  to 
find  that  representatives  of  only  twenty-three  of  the 
fifiy-nine  medical  schools  in  the  country  put  in  an 
appearance.  Of  course  those  present  felt  them- 
selves powerless  to  act,  and,  so  far  as  the  conven- 
tion was  concerned,  the  questions  submitted  were 
not  acted  on. 

The  moral  of  this  failure  is  obvious  :  The  major- 
ity of  the  medical  schools  of  this  country  are  not 
only  indifferent  to  the  true  interests  of  the  profes- 
sion, but  are  positively  averse  to  any  advance  which 
might,  in  the  remotest  degree,  detract  from'  the 
purpose  for  which  their  founders  projectetl  them, 
to  wit,  self-interest  and  self-aggrandizement.  It  re- 
mains now  to  be  seen  how  the  profession  will 
receive  this  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  colleges. 
Certamly  those  colleges  which  failed  to  put  in  an 
appearance  at  Atlanta  should  be  marked.  A  list 
of  them  should  be  prepared  for  the  preceptor  to 
refer  to  wnen  he  sends  his  student  to  college,  so 
that  he  may  teach  that  student  to  shun  any  school 
appearing  thereon,  as  he  would  shun  an  ignoble 
thing.  It  behooves  the  profession  now.  to  take  this 
matter  in  hand.  It  has  the  power,  and  the  sin  will 
be  on  its  own  head  if  it  fails  to  exert  it. 

The  next  meeting  was  that  of 

THE   MEDICAL   COLLEGE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  present  was  the  third  annual  meeting.  It 
was  called  to  order,  at  ten  o'clock  on  the  third 
instant,  and  presided  over  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of 
Chicago,  vice-president.  This  association  com- 
prises twenty-eight  of  the  colleges  of  the  country, 

Dr.  Davis  in  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  an- 
nounced the  death  of  Prof.  Biddle,  the  late  presi- 
dent, and  paid  a  short  but  beautiful  and  touching 
tribute  to  his  memory. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  colleges,  with  their 
representatives  who  were  present : 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa.— Dr. 
Samuel  D.  Gross. 

Medical  Department  University  of  Louisville, 
Louisville,  Ky. — Dr.  John  E.  Crowe. 

Hospital  College  of  Medicine,  Louisville,  Ky. — 
Robert  L.  Breck,  D.D.,  D.  S.  Reynolds,  M.D. 

Medical  Department  Iowa  State  University,  Iowa 
City,  Iowa— Dr.  W.  F.  Peck. 

Chicago  Medical  College,  Chicago,  III. — Dr.  N.  S. 
Davis. 

Detroit  Medical  College,  Detroit,  Mich. — Dr. 
Leartus  Connor. 

Atlanta  Medical  College — Dr.  John  G.Westmore- 
land, Dr.  John  T.  Johnson. 

Starling  Medical  College,  Columbus,  Ohio — Dr. 
Starling  Loving. 

Medical  Department  Universities  of  Nashville 
and  Vanderbilt,  Nashville,  Tenn. — Dr.  Thomas 
Menees,  Dr.  W.  G.  Briggs. 

Kansas  City  College  ot  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.— Dr.  T.  B.  Lester. 

Miami  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  O. — Dr.  John 
A.  Murphy. 

Louisville  Medical  College,  Louisville,  Ky. — Dr. 
C.  W.  Kelly. 

Medical  Department  Michigan  University,  Ann 
Arbor.  Mich.— Dr.  E.  S.  Dunster. 


Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  111. — Dr.  Moses 
Gunn. 

Texas  Medical  College  and  Hospital,  Galveston, 
Texas — Dr.  Greenville  Dowell. 

Ohio  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  O.—  Dr.  W.  W. 
Dawson. 

Medical  College  of  South  Carolina,  Charleston, 
S.  C— Dr.  J.  Ford  Prioleau,  Dr.  J.  P.  Chazal. 

Medical  Department  University  of  Louisiana — 
Dr.  S.  E.  Chaille,  Dr.  E.  S.  Lewis. 

Evansville  Medical  College — Dr.  H.  G.  Jones, 
Dr.  S.  B.  Walker. 

After  sT)me  discussion  bearing  on  the  question 
of  matriculation  fees,  the  follovving  charges  were 
submitted  and  signed  by  Austin  Flint,  Jr.,  of  Belle- 
vue;  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Jefferson;  and  N.  S.  Davis, 
of  Chicago  Medical  College: 

NOVEMBER  15,   1878. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Medical  Col- 
lege Association  :  Djar  Sir — The  undersigned,  a 
committee  appointed  June,  1878,  to  report  a  "  plan 
for  the  registration  of  medical  colleges  in  good 
standing,"  and  representing  respectively  the  Belle- 
rue  Hospital  Medical  College,  the  Jefferson  Medical 
College  and  the  Chicago  Medical  College,  prefer 
ihe  following  charge  and  specitication  against  the 
Louisville  Medical  College  and  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine: 

Charge:  That  the  Louisville  Medical  College 
and  Kentucky  School  of  Medicine,  separately  and 
together,  have  violated  and  continue  to  violate 
section  3,  article  II  of  the  "Articles  of  Confed- 
eration "  of  the  association,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Not  more  than  one  regular  session,  counting 
the  regular  session  as  one  of  the  two  courses  of 
instruction  required  for  graduation,  shall  be  held 
in  the  same  year." 

Specitication  :  The  violation  of  section  3,  article 
II  of  the  "  Articles  of  Confederation,"  consists 
of  the  following  organization  of  the  Louisville 
Medical  College  and  the  Kentucky  School  of 
Medicine,  as  shown  by  the  last  annual  announce- 
ments of  said  colleges. 

The  chair  said  that  the  charges  were  not  brought 
in  a  regular  manner  as  required  by  the  by-laws, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  entertained. 

Dr.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  said  the  charges 
were  null  now,  anyway.  The  colleges  had  so 
arranged  their  lectures  as  to  be  free  from  any 
charge  of  irregularity. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Dunster  suggested  that  the  colleges 
be  freed  from  all  imputations  of  improper  action 
on  their  part.  The  charges  were  brought  by  Prof. 
A.  Flint,  Jr.,  of  Bellevue,  and  as  he  was  not  present 
the  chair  ruled  that  the  matter  could  only  be 
touched  under  the  head  of  new  business. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  registration  of 
medical  colleges  in  good  standing  was  read.  It 
stated  that  there  were  59  regular  medical  colleges 
in  the  United  States,  and  the  grand  total  of  their 
graduates  for  1878  was  2,708.  The  report  was 
full  and  complete,  giving  a  list  of  the  colleges 
which  were  in  the  association,  and  stating  whether 
or  not  any  of  them  had  violated  any  of  the  articles 
of  confederation. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  in  reference  to  the 
reports  of  the  colleges  :  The  total  membership 
of  the  association  consists  of  twenty-eight  active 
colleges ;  twenty  of  these  have  reported  ;  there  is 
one  affiliating  college;  five  colleges  have  joined 
since  the  last  meeting;  four  applications  are  now 
pending. 

The  points  of  the  reports  from  the  various  col- 
leges, and  the  manner  in  which  they  had  observed 
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the  articles  of  confederation,  were  read  by  the 
secretary. 

The  secretary  stated  that  the  faculty  of  Dart- 
mouth Medical  College  insisted  on  withdrawing- 
from  the  association  because  they  could  not 
lengthen  their  term. 

The  St.  Joseph  Medical  College  also  wished  to 
withdraw. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  was  received  and 
adopted. 

After  considerable  discussion,  in  which  consider- 
able feeHng  was  displayed,  Dartmouth  and  St. 
Joseph  colleges  were  allowed  to  withdraw. 

The  meeting  adjourned  until  10  A.  M.,  Monday. 

Monday  Morning. 

After  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  adopted  : 

Since  the  assembling  of  this  association,  death 
has  invaded  our  circle  and  launched  his  shaft  with 
unerring  aim  against  our  presiding  officer. 

Professor  J.  B.  Biddle,  who  presided  over  the 
convention  which  called  this  association  into  ex- 
istence, and  who  was  twice  its  president,  was 
widely  known  as  a  gentleman  of  culture  and  re- 
finement, a  teacher  who  possessed  the  happy  gift 
of  imparting  knowledge,  a  physician  of  rare  abil- 
ity, and  an  author  whose  written  wisdom  reached 
and  benefited  his  professional  brethren. 

To  us  who  have  felt  his  guiding  hand  in  our  de- 
liberations he  was  known  as  an  officer  of  quick 
perception,  clear  head,  decisive  ruling  and  winning 
urbanity. 

While,  then,  we  are  compelled  to  bow  in  sub- 
mission to  the  stern  decree  which  has  removed  him 
from  our  midst,  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
our  deep  sorrow  for  our  own  loss,  and  tendering 
to  his  bereaved  family  our  heartfelt  sympathy  in 
this  their  hour  of  grief  and  sorrow. 

Let  us  honor  his  memory  by  emulating  his  vir- 
tues. 

W.  W.  Dawson. 
S.  D.  Gross. 
Moses  Gunn. 

The  motion  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes ;  that  a  memorial  page 
be  devoted  to  them  in  the  official  report  of  this 
convention  and  that  a  copy  be  forwarded  to  the 
bereaved  family,  was  carried. 

The  election  of  officers  being  next  in  order.  Dr. 
Samuel  D.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  was  nominated 
for  president  and  received  fifteen  votes,  seventeen 
being  the  whole  number  cast.     Elected. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  the  Chicago  Medical  College, 
was  nominated  for  vice-president,  and  received 
fifteen  votes,  nineteen  being  the  whole  number 
cast.     Elected. 

Dr.  Leartus  Connor,  of  the  Detroit  Medical  Col- 
lege, was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer,  receiv- 
ing fourteen  votes  out  of  seventeen  cast. 

Next  in  order  was  the  reading  of  a  communica- 
tion from  the  "  convention  of  medical  colleges," 
which  held  a  session  in  Atlanta,  May  2d. 

[As  we  have  reported  above,  the  "  convention 
of  medical  colleges  "  failing  in  a  sufficient  attend- 
ance to  justify  those  present  to  take  action  on  the 
questions  proposed,  referred  them  to  the  Medical 
College  Association.  These  questions  consti- 
tuted the  communication  referred  to. — Ed.] 

The  first  question,  that  of  requiring  three 
courses  of  lectures  in  three  separate  years  as  one 
of  the  conditions  of  graduation  was  disposed  of 
by  an  amendment  to  the  articles  of  confederation, 
proposed  by  Professor  Menees,  by  which  said 
question  was  answered  affirmatively.  Under  the 
rules  of  the  association  the  amendment  was  tabled 


till  the  next  session.  The  second  of  the  referred 
questions  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  one  year. 

Professor  Chaille  called  from  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  :  That  it  shall  be  considered  de- 
rogatory to  the  dignity  and  good  standing  of  any 
medical  college  represented  in  this  association  to 
advertise  in  any  other  than  a  strictly  medical  pub- 
lication the  names  of  its  professors,  with  their  re- 
spective chairs. 

This  resolution  does  not  apply  to  the  annual 
circulars  and  catalogues  issued  by  the  colleges, 
but  to  advertising  in  non-professional  periodicals, 
newspapers  and  other  like  publications,  in  which 
only  a  card,  calling  attention  to  the  advantages  of 
the  school,  length  of  session,  fees,  etc.,  with  the 
name  of  the  executive  officer  or  secretary  ap- 
pended, should  be  permitted. 

After  full  discussion  by  Professors  Chaille,  Daw- 
son, Murphy,  Lankford  and  others,  the  resolution 
was  adopted. 

Professor  Chaille  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  articles  of  confederation  :  "  No  col- 
lege shall  advertise  in  any  other  than  a  strictly 
medical  publication  the  names  of  its  professors, 
with  their  respective  chairs."  The  amendment 
was  seconded  and  laid  on  the  table  till  next  year. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer.  Dr.  L.  Connor, 
showing  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  eighty  dol- 
lars, was  then  read  and  approved. 

Professor  Greenville  Dowell  offered  the  following 
resolution  :  That  the  metric  system  shall  hence- 
forth be  used  in  the  minutes  of  this  association 
and  in  all  other  papers  published  under  its  au- 
thority, and  that  the  professors  represented  in  this 
association  be  requested  to  teach  the  metric  sys- 
tem in  their  schools.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Professor  Dunster  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  by-laws  :  "For  section  i,  article  5  of 
the  by-laws,  substitute  the  following:  Delegates 
to  the  meetings  of  the  association  may  be  chosen 
from  among  the  members  of  the  governing 
boards  of  a  college,  or  from  members  of  the  fac- 
ulty having  a  vote  upon  the  graduation  of  stu- 
dents or  from  both,  but  in  no  case  shall  such 
double  representation  entitle  the  college  to  more 
than  one  vote  in  the  association.  Laid  over  till 
next  year. 

The  association  adjourned  to  meet  next  year  in 
the  same  place  that  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation meets  and  on  the  Monday  preceding  the 
convening  of  that  body. 

THE   association    OF   AMERICAN    MEDICAL 

editors. 

The  association  held  its  loth  annual  meeting  at 
Atlanta  on  the  evening  of  the  sth  inst.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr. 
Wm.  Brodie,  of  New  Preparations,  Detroit. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Frank  Davis, 
of  Chicago,  the  duties  of  the  office  devolved  on 
Assistant-Secretary  Dr.  Robert  C.  Word,  of  the 
Southern  Medical  Record, 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  journals  repre- 
sented, with  the  names  of  those  representing  them: 

Dr.  L.  Connor — The  Detroit  Lancet. 

Dr.  Duncan  Eve,  Dr.  D.J.  Roberts — The  South- 
ern Practitioner. 

Dr.  Frank  Woodbury — Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

W.  B.  Jones,  M.  B.  —  Southern  Journal  of 
Medical  and  Physical  Sciences,  Nashville. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Dunster — Michigan  Medical  News. 

Dr.  T.  S.  Powell — Southern  Medical  Record. 

Dr.  Theophilus  Parvin — American  Practitioner. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Goldsmith  —  Southern  Medical 
Record. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Bell — The  Sanitarian. 


May,  1879] 


NEIV  PREPARATIONS. 


117 


-Atlanta  Medical  and 


Dr.  J.  G.  Westmoreland 
Surgical  Journal. 

Dr.  Wm.  Brodie — New  Preparations. 
Dr.  Robert  C.  Word — Southern  Medical  Record. 
Dr.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds— 77?^  Medical  Herald, 
of  Louisville. 

Dr.  J.  V.  Shoemaker — Medical  Bulletin. 
Besides  these  there  were  also  present  a  number  of 
ex-editors,  who,   under   the  rules,  are  entitled  to 
membership. 

The  address  of  the  President  was  on  the  history, 
scope,  duty  and  destiny  of  American  medical  jour- 
nals. It  criticised  the  assumption  of  certain  jour- 
nals in  affecting  to  discountenance  journals  pub- 
lished outside  of  the  larger  medical  centers.  It 
maintained  that  the  field  occupied  by  these  jour- 
nals was  by  no  means  secondary  to  that  of  the 
journals  issued  from  the  seats  of  larger  medical 
colleges.  They  fostered  and  developed  the  talent 
of  the  country  practitioner — the  class  from  which 
the  advanced  ranks  in  the  profession  are  mainly 
recruited.  The  address  took  ground  against  the 
practice  which  obtains  of  copyrighting  the  names 
of  medicinal  compounds.  The  practice  is  in 
direct  violation  of  the  code  of  ethics,  and  it  is 
hence  the  duty  of  medical  journals  to  discoun- 
tenance it,  and  to  refuse  to  advertise  copyrighted 
medicines  in  their  pages.  This  portion  of  the 
address  contained  a  resolution  which  asked  the 
American  Medical  Association  to  declare  that  the 
practice  referred  to  was  in  violation  of  the  Code  of 
Ethics. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Dunster  moved  that  the  resolutions 
relative  to  the  advertisement  of  patent  medicines, 
which  were  suggested  by  the  president  in  his  ad- 
dress, be  adopted  by  the  convention.  The  resolu- 
tions were  to  be  presented  to  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  and  they  declare  the  advertisement 
of  such  patent  medicines  in  medical  journals  a 
violation  of  certain  sections  of  the  Code  of  Ethics 
which  govQfns  the  members  of  the  convention. 

Dr.  Dunster's  motion  to  adopt  the  resolutions 
was  agreed  to. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  said  he  not  only 
deemed  such  compound  medicines  out  of  the  pale 
of  professional  use,  but  also  very  dangerous  to 
use. 

Dr.  Leartus  Connor  spoke  of  the  too  free  use  of 
these  patent  medicines  in  the  profession,  and  re- 
gretted the  discriminations  made  in  favor  of  copy- 
righted preparations.  He  favored  the  resolutions 
and  their  transmission  to  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

Dr.  Parvin,  in  referring  to  the  president's  ad- 
dress, paid  a  compliment  to  the  country  doctors 
of  whom  the  president  had  spoken,  and  said 
these  earnest  men  were  making  the  literature 
which  would  be  hunted  up  one  hundred  years 
hence.  He  asked  that  some  action  be  taken  on 
the  death  of  two  distinguished  members  of  the 
convention — ^Dr.  Hayes  and  Dr.  Waddell.  He 
spoke  of  an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with 
Dr.  Hayes,  and  paid  a  tribute  to  his  faithfulness 
and  devotion.  He  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  on  memorials,  as  requested  by  the  presi- 
dent in  his  address,  of  these  two  deceased  editors. 
The  motion  was  carried,  and  the  chair  appointed 
Drs.  Parvin,  Davis  and  Bell. 

A  committee  appointed  to  select  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  consisted  of  Drs.  Dunster  and  Rey- 
nolds. While  the  committee  were  consulting.  Dr. 
Davis  spoke  of  the  objects  of  the  organization. 
The  object  designed  was  the  promotion  of  the  best 
interests  of  medical  journalism  by  co-operation. 
He  said  there  appeared  to  be  in  medical  journals 
little  editorial  force  expended  on  the  specific 
duties  of  the  profession,  and  the  methods  in  which 


it  could  be  made  more  useful  than  it  is  at  present. 
An  influence  started  through  the  medical  press, 
on  many  important  subjects,  would  penetrate  to 
almost  every  household  in  the  land. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Goldsmith  said  he  thought  the  asso- 
ciation might  be  enlivened  by  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  admitting  all  authors  as  members. 

Dr.  Stephen  Smith,  of  New  York,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  association. 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Powell,  editor  of  the  Southern 
Medical  Record,  spoke  of  the  high  conception  he 
had  of  the  ethics  of  the  profession.  He  had  en- 
deavored to  make  his  journal  conform  to  this 
rule,  and  to  take  a  broad  view  on  all  subjects.  He 
advocated  the  adoption  of  a  broad  and  liberal 
policy  by  all  the  medical  editors  in  the  country. 

Dr.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia,  said  he  did  not 
think  that  the  object  of  the  association  was  ever 
properly  understood,  and  on  that  account  there 
was  a  failure  on  the  part  of  some  editors  to  take 
a  proper  interest  in  it. 

Dr.  Parvin  urged  a  new  interest  in  the  associa- 
tion. The  association  was  organized  ten  years  ago 
at  New  Orleans,  and  he  thought  it  had  done  much 
good.  Such  friendly  conferences  as  the  present 
did  good,  and  kept  up  a  more  hearty  sympathy 
among  the  editors.  . 

Some  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  exclusive 
position  of  certain  journals,  such  as  the  Boston 
and  Chicago  journals.  They  had  cut  off  many 
of  their  exchanges  and  would  not  give  their 
lordly  recognition  to  any  journal  that  chargtd  less 
than  $2  per  year.     This  tendency  was  very  severely 

criticised. 

Dr  Jones,  of  Nashville,  spoke  freely  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  hoped  for  a  more  general  system  of  ex- 
change. ^  ^  , 

Dr.  Frank  Woodbury,  of  the  Boston  Journal, 
made  a  few  remarks,  in  which  he  said  he  thought 
an  injustice  had  been  done  the  journal  he  repre- 
sented. Its  editorials  had  been  widely  quoted  in 
the  secular  press.  He  defended  the  motives  of 
his  journal,  and  denied  that  it  had  adopted  any 
exclusive  system.  • 

The  following  are  the  officers  elect  for  the  en- 
suing year:  ^     ^       „     r  ^u 

For  President— ^x.  Thomas  S.  Powell,  of  the 
Southern  Medical  Record. 

Vice-President— V>x.  Frank  Woodbur>%  of  the 
Boston  Medical  Journal. 

The  Secretary  is  a  permanent  officer.  Dr.  1*  rank 
Davis,  of  Chicago,  fills  this  office. 

The  Secretary  cast  the  ballot,  and  the  president 
announced  the  result.  ,  ,  .u 

Dr.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds  said  he  would  urge  the 
interest  of  the  association  in  his  journal,  the  Med- 
ical Herald.  . 

Dr.  Jones,  of  Nashville,  moved  a  resolution  that 
at  the  next  meeting  every  member  report  what 
journals  had  refused  to  exchange  with  them. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Dowell,  of  Galveston,  favored  the  member- 
ship of  authors  in  the  association. 

Dr.  Goldsmith  offered  an  amendment  changing 
the  name  of  the  association  so  as  to  include  au- 
thors as  well  as  editors.  Under  the  rule  this  was 
laid  on  the  table   for  a  year. 

Dr.  Davis  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  consider  how  the  association  could 
be  made  more  effective,  and  also  to  choose  cer- 
tain subjects  for  consideration  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. The  chair  appointed  Drs.  Davis,  Parvin  and 
Reynolds. 

Dr.  Powell  returned,  in  a  graceful  speech,  his 
thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  on  him. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  to  President  Brodie  for 
his  address  was  accepted. 
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The  association  then  adjourned,  after  receiving 
and  accepting  an  invitation  to  a  dinner  to  be 
given  them  at  Dr.  Powell's  residence,  on  Pryor 
street,  at  lYz  o'clock,  Thursday. 

[The  dinner  above  referred  to  was  partaken  of 
by  the  visiting  medical  editors.  It  was  in  all  that 
goes  to  constitute  a  good  dinner,  a  success.  The 
menu  was  simply  excellent,  and  it  had  the  double 
quality  of  tickling  the  palate  and  stimulating  the 
feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  soul.  The  doctor's 
wine  was  selected  by  a  good  judge,  and  those 
present  showed  their  appreciation  of  both  eatables 
and  potables  by  placing  them  where  they  would 
do  the  most  good.  The  editors  will  always  cherish 
a  kindly  remembrance  of  their  president  for  1879- 
80.     Long  may  he  wave  !j 

THE   NATIONAL    BOARD   OF   HEALTH. 

This  board,  newly  organized  under  a  special  act 
of  congress,  approved  March  3,  held  a  meeting  at 
Atlanta,  on  Monday,  fifth  inst.,  commencing  at  ten 
A.  M.  There  were  present  the  following  members, 
who,  with  two  absent  members — Dr.  Bowditch,  of 
Boston,  and  Hon.  S.  L.  Phillips,  of  the  attorney- 
general's  office — constitute  the  board,  having  under 
the  act  been  appointed  by  President  Hayes  :  Dr. 
J.  L.  Cabell,  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  president ; 
Dr.  J.  S.  Billings,  U.  S.  A.,  vice-president ;  Dr. 
T.J.  Turner,  U.  S.  Navy,  secretary;  Dr.  S.  Smith,  of 
New  York  ;  Dr.  R.  W.  Mitchell,  of  Memphis  ;  Dr. 
S.  M.  Bemis,  of  New  Orleans;  Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi,  of 
Washington  ;  Dr.  P.  H.  Bailhache,  U.  S.  M.  H.  S., 
and  Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  Chicago, 

A  number  of  sanitarians  from  various  parts  of 
the  country  were  present  by  invitation. 

The  president,  on  calling  the  meeting  to  order, 
made  some  general  remarks  on  the  objects  of  the 
board.  The  first  question  for  the  consideration  of 
the  present  meeting  was  that  of  a  Maritime  Quar- 
antine. 

The  chair  called  on  Dr.  Vanderpoel,  the  inspec- 
tor of  the  port  of  New  York,  whose  great  experience 
and  acknowledged  ability  made  him  worthy  of  the 
most  careful  attention.  In  response.  Dr.  Vander- 
poel addressed  the  meeting.  He  said  he  did  not  at 
first  think  a  national  quarantine  practicable.  He 
had,  however,  changed  his  views  on  the  subject.  He 
thought  a  national  quarantine  could  be  well  estab- 
lished on  the  broad  principle  that  there  should  be 
general  sanitary  laws  for  all  the  ports,  the  police 
regulations  of  each  port  to  be  left  to  itself.  This 
he  deemed  the  only  solution  of  the  delicate  ques- 
tion of  the  relations  of  the  States  to  the  general 
powers  of  the  Union.  He  announced  the  proposi- 
tion that  quarantine  does  not  recognize  detention 
as  a  necessity,  except  so  far  as  was  needed  for  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  crew,  passengers  and 
cargo,  and  their  purification  if  need  be.  He  re- 
gretted that  there  was  such  a  prejudice  against 
quarantine,  and  that  it  was  regarded  as  a  synonym 
of  detention.  He  also  announced  a  second  propo- 
sition, that  in  the  contravention  of  any  malady,  the 
manner  of  its  transmission  in  the  incubative  period 
should  be  considered  as  the  true  question.  This 
course,  he  said,  would  remove  the  unreasonable 
prejudice  against  quarantine. 

The  first  point  of  the  discussion  was  : 
I.  The  sanitary  history  of  a  vessel  in  a  foreign 
port. 

In  discussing  this  question.  Dr.  Vanderpoel  said 
he  had  known  vessels  to  go  to  pestilential  ports  and 
come  back  perfectly  pure,  while  others  came  away 
full  of  disease.  The  great  secret  was  in  the  man- 
ner in  which    captains   attended   to   their  ships. 


Perfect  cleanliness  and  a  close  watch  of  the  habits 
of  the  men  would  obviate  nearly  all  danger  from 
pestilential  ports.  Yellow  fever  always  seeks  the 
bilge  water,  and  if  this  be  constantly  kept  pure 
there  is  little  danger.  The  compulsory  cleanliness 
of  ali  the  men  would  be  an  additional  guarantee  of 
safety. 

Dr.  Cleeman,  a  representative  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  said  foreign  vessels  were  watched 
closely  at  that,  port,  and  the  limit  of  quarantine  was 
twenty  days. 

Dr.  Billings  asked  if  the  question  could  not  be 
presented  to  owners  of  ships,  so  that  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  self-interest  to  insure  cleanliness. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel  said  this  could  hardly  be  done 
in  New  York,  as  vessels  in  quarantine  had  little  in- 
convenience or  loss. 

Dr.  Howard,  of  Baltimore,  spoke  for  that  port-. 
He  said  the  Brazilian  vessels  there  carried  out  all 
necessary  precautions,  and  were  very  neat.  The 
West  Indian  vessels  were  filthy,  but  he,  as  inspec- 
tor, saw  that  they  were  cleaned  thoroughly.  He 
said  there  was  a  strong  commercial  rivalry  between 
some  great  cities,  and  this  reason  often  caused 
vessels  to  sail  after  a  very  slovenly  quarantine,  so 
as  to  get  out  as  soon  as  vessels  from  other  ports. 
He  doubted  if  germs  of  disease  seek  the  bilge. 
He  found  that  they  rather  sought  dirty  clothing. 

[The  limitation  of  our  space  prevents  a  further 
report  of  the  discussions  before  this  distinguished 
body.J 

American  Medical  Association. 

ABSTRACT  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  MEETING 
HELD  IN  ATLANTA,  GA.,  MAY  6tH  TO  9TH 
INCLUSIVE. 

The  meeting  was  held  in  De  Gives'  opera 
house,  and  was  called  promptly  to  ©rder  by  the 
President  Dr.  Theophilus  Parvin,  and  at  11  o'clock. 
Monday,  May  6th,  the  permanent  secretary, 
Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  in  his  seat,  with  his  assistant- 
secretary  and  stenographer. 

The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Gwinn,  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  church  of 
Atlanta.  He  offered  a  fervent  petition  for  the 
guidance  of  God  over  the  deliberations  of  this 
great  body.  After  the  prayer  the  president  an- 
nounced that  Dr.  J.  P.  Logan,  of  Atlanta,  would, 
on  behalf  of  the  comrnittee  of  local  arrangements, 
deliver  an  address  of  welcome.  Dr.  Logan  was 
received  with  applause.  He  delivered  the  follow- 
ing address,  which  was  frequently  applauded. 

We  regret  we  have  not  space  to  give  the  address 
in  its  entirety,  but  enough  to  show  the  hospitable 
character  of  the  citizens  of  Atlanta,  and  aUosome 
of  her  characteristics.  The  doctor  begged  that 
the  members  would  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  leave  the 
town,  for  although  there  were  plenty  of  doctors  in 
Atlanta,  they  would  like  to  retain  them  as  citizens. 

ADDRESS. 

Mr.  President  and  Members  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  :  In  accordance  with  the  ap- 
pointment at  your  meeting  in  Buffalo  in  1878,  it 
becomes  my  honor  to  receive  you ;  and,  in  con- 
formity with  custom  and  propriety,  and  in  behalf 
of  the  medical  profession  and  people  of  this  city, 
it  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  greet  you  with  a  few 
words  of  welcome  at  this  hour. 

In  glancing  over  some  of  the  volumes  of  the 
transactions  of  this  body,  a  few  days  ago,  with  a 
view  of  determining  the  character  of  the  address 
which,  as  your  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements, would  be  appropriate  to  this  occasion, 
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I  confess  that  my  heart  failed  me  when  I  read  the 
long  catalogue  of  attractions  of  various  cities,  as 
presented  by  my  predecessors  in  this  position. 
The  grandeur  and  beauty  of  nature  by  which  a 
number  are  surrounded,  the  vast  proportions  of 
others,  the  works  of  art  and  science  and  benevo- 
lence which  are  conspicuous  features  of  many  of 
them,  the  evidences  of  a  profuse  display  of  elegant 
and  refined  hospitality  exhibited  by  all,  were  not 
calculated  to  give  me  confidence  in  alluding  to  the 
advantages  of  this  town  until  I  recalled  the  remark 
of  somebody,  supposed  to  be  good  authority,  that 
as  no  individual  was  able  to  give  any  sufficient 
reason  why  Atlanta  should  have  attained  its  present 
dimensions  and  importance,  so  no  one  could  prove 
that  it  was  not  possible  that  in  the  future  she 
might  become  as  large  as  London. 

Like  any  true  citizen  of  this  presuming  town,  I 
then  took  heart  and  determined  to  welcome  you 
boldly  to  a  city  of  great  possibilities.  Not  many 
years  ago  Atlanta  was  simply  a  railroad  terminus, 
l)Ut  under  some  mysterious  influence,  already 
alluded  to,  it  had  grown  up  at  the  time  of  the  late 
war,  to  a  smart  little  town  of  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  thousand  inhabitants ;  but  with  the  desola- 
tions of  that  period  it  was  Hterally  burned  up,  and 
scarcely  one  stone  was  left  upon  another  ;  but  yet, 
as  under  the  power  of  some  magic  wand,  it  has 
sprung  in  little  more  than  a  decade,  into  a  city  of 
forty  thousand  people,  and  to-day,  in  all  the  sub- 
stantia! elements  of  a  city,  is  increasing  in  impor- 
tance, in  fully  as  rapid  a  ratio  as  at  any  period  of 
her  history. 

We  have  not,  however,  my  friends,  sat  down  in 
ignoble  lamentations  over  our  misfortunes,  but 
have  gone  to  work  with  energy  and  determination 
to  rebuild  and  make  better  our  desolated  places, 
and  yet,  with  all  the  presumption  and  mystery  which 
has  surrounded  our  history,  something  of  our  pro- 
gress must  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  at  an  early 
period  after  the  war  between  the  States,  Atlanta, 
as  the  terminus  of  a  number  of  arteries  of  trade 
and  travel,  became  the  capital  of  a  State,  great  in 
all  the  natural,  if  but  partially  developed,  resources 
which  go  to  made  up  an  empire,  as  exhibited  in 
her  vast  surface  of  fertile  and  kindly  soil,  with  its 
varied  productions  of  cotton,  corn,  wheat,  rice, 
sugar  and  luscious  fruits,  her  illimitable  water 
power,  her  extensive  mineral  deposits  of  iron, 
copper  and  gold,  her  bays  and  rivers  teeming 
with  fish  and  oysters,  and  in  a  large  portion  ot 
her  territory,  and  especially  in  the  elevated  re- 
gion in  which  Atlanta  is  found,  a  perfection  of 
climate  and  salubrity  throughout  the  year,  not  to 
be  found  in  my  judgment  (after  years  of  investi- 
gation) anywhere  else  within  the  broad  area  of 
this  Union. 

Something  must  also  be  due  to  the  character  of 
the  people  of  Georgia,  as  it  is  their  pride  to  be  pro- 
gressive, and  in  this  respect  Atlanta  perhaps  more 
decidedly  typically  represents  and  vigorously  em- 
bodies ttie  spirit  of  our  growing  commonwealth, 
than  any  of  her  many  thriving  cities.  Forgetting 
the  things  that  are  behind  and  looking  forward  to 
those  that  are  before,  whatever  is  connected  with 
the  advancement  of  a  practical  civilization  interests 
the  citizens  of  this  State  as  a  people,  whether  it 
be  the  reform  of  statesmanship,  the  inventions  of 
mechanical  genius,  the  operation  of  great  chari- 
ties, the  beneficent  ministrations  of  religion,  the 
regulation  of  the  comprehensive  details  of  com- 
mercial traffic,  the  wise  solution  of  the  mighty 
problems  of  railway  transportation,  or  the  baffling 
mysteries  of  medical  science  in  the  unselfish  mis- 
sion of  relieving  human   suffering,  there  is  an  in- 


telligent interest  and   a   zealous   cooperation  that 
have  become  to  be  State  characteristics. 

Atlanta  has  given  evidences  that  she  is  not  be- 
hind the  balance  of  our  commonwealth  in  this 
spirit  of  sympathy  with  every  form  and  phase  of 
moral,  social  and  scientific  advancement.  And  it 
is  a  practical  recognition  of  this  spirit  that  she 
has  been  honored  by  the  presence  of  so  many  con- 
ventions, representing  the  talent  of  the  nation,  en- 
gaged in  the  grandest  missions  of  human  intellect 
and  human  philanthropy.  Great  gatherings,  not 
only  of  national  but  international  scope,  she  has 
been  delighted  to  entertain.  In  the  last  few  years 
conventions  of  railroad  magnates,  religious  celeb- 
rities, masonic  dignitaries,  commercial  princes  and 
political  leaders  have  been  held  here,  and  she  now 
extends  to  your  august  body  a  reception  that,  while 
it  is  fervently  southern  in  its  heartiness,  is  also 
broadly  catholic  and  national.  " 

Your  annual  convocations,  running  back  for 
thirty  years,  have  constantly  illustrated  the  pro- 
gress of  medical  science  in  all  its  departments,  and 
you  have  held  no  more  important  meeting  than  the 
present.  Our  people  give  you  a  greeting  commen- 
surate with  your  grand  mission  and  august  char- 
acter. 

We  are  authorized  therefore  to  cherish  the  hope 
that  your  deliberations  and  kindly  intercourse  at 
this  session  of  your  body  will  result  in  lasting  con- 
sequences, destined  to  elevate  medical  science  to  a 
still  higher  level  and  to  increase  public  confidence 
in  the  claims  of  that  dignified  and  humane  calling, 
whose  skillful  and  charitable  contributions  are  so 
urgently  demanded  by  the  whole  human  family, 
from  infancy  to  old  age. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  I  am  sure  that  I  can 
safely  predict  that  the  interests  excited  and  the 
friendships  formed  here  will  be  the  last  to  be  for- 
gotten. What  we  lack  in  interest  we  hope  to  make 
up  by  the  heartiness  with  which  we  offer  that  we 
have. 

Then,  gentlemen  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, in  the  name  of  our  people  and  the  medi- 
cal profession  in  this  city,  I  again  extend  to  you  a 
thrice  reiterated  welcome  to  our  State,  our  city,  our 
homes  and  our  hearts. 

The  Secretary  then  reported  the  names  of  the 
delegates  registered. 

Michigan  was  represented  by  Drs.  Dunster,  Bro- 
die,  Brovv.n,  McGraw,  Connor,  Reynolds,  Smith, 
Wyman,  Jerome,  Johnson,  Bucknam,  Pratt,  Kedzie 
Lewis,  Stuart  and  Packard. 

Protests  were  entered  against  the  registration  of 
certain  delegates  from  Arkansas,  Indiana  and 
West  Virginia. 

On  motion,  they  were  referred  to  the  judicial 
council. 

Dr.  Logan  announced  that  the  citizens  and 
mechcal  profession  of  Atlanta  offer  the  following 
entertainments  during  the  week  to  the  members  of 
the  association : 

Tuesday — Call  upon  the  governor,  by  invitation, 
8  to  1 1  P.  M. 

Wednesday — Receptions — From  9  to  12  o'clock 
P.  M.  Governor  A.  H.  Colquitt,  134  Peachtree 
street.  W.  R.  Hill,  corner  of  Peachtree  and  Cain 
streets.  Wm.  Henry  Peck,  173  Peachtree  street. 
Albert  Howell,  289  Peachtree  street.  W.  D.  Grant, 
320  Peachtree  street.  Major  Livingston  Mims,  689 
Peachtree  street.  Judge  W.  B.  Woods,  700  Peach- 
tree  street.  H.  I.'  Kimball,  corner  Kimball  and 
Peachtree  streets.  Colonel  A.  E.  Buck,  702  Peach- 
tree  street.  Dr.  E.  J.  Roach,  149  Whitehall  street. 
Dr.  Thos.  S.  Powell,  82  South  Pryor  street.  Dr. 
Wm.  Abram  Love,  28  N.  Forsyth  street.  Dr.  Jos. 
P.  Logan,  49  Washington  street. 
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Thursday  night — Banquet  at  the  Kimball  House 
at  gyi  P.  M. 

Friday  night — Citizens'  reception  at  the  Kimball 
House  at  9  P.  M. 

Dr.  Logan  also  announced  that  the  citizens  of 
Augusta,  not  to  be  outdone  by  the  Atlantaans,  had 
invited  the  association  to  visit  that  city  and  attend 
a  "  real  old  Georgian  barbecue."  The  invitation 
was  urged  by  Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell,  of  that  city. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  arrangements  was  adopted. 

The  next  order  was  the  annual  address  of  the 
president.  Dr.  Parvin. 

The  subject,  "  Philosophical  Problems  in  Medi- 
cine." 

The  address  was  beautiful  throughout  and  was 
full  of  deep  thought  and  analytical  philosophy  of 
medical  sci^ice.  Its  glowing  periods  were  deliv- 
ered with  a  feeling  which  held  the  closest  attention 
of  all  who  heard  it.  But  for  the  pressure  of  space 
we  would  publish  all  of  this  eloquent  address, 
which  was  enthusiastically  applauded  in  many 
places,  and  left  an  impression  that  will  not  soon 
fade.  We  cannot  omit  the  conclusion  of  the  ad- 
dress, which  was  as  follows  : 

"Since  we  last  met  together,  less  than  a  year  ago, 
hundreds  of  our  profession  have  fallen  victims  to 
the  pestilence  that  walked  in  darkness  and  wasted 
at  noonday  in  so  many  of  the  cities  of  the  South. 
Some  of  those  who  thus  fell  in  their  efforts  to  save 
their  fellow-beings  from  swift  death,  were  in  the 
meridian  of  their  powers  and  of  professional  suc- 
cess. Others  were  in  the  fair  morning,  with  the 
promise  of  long  years  and  the  hope  of  high  honors. 
Can  we  believe  that  these  heroic  men  live  only  in 
the  memory  of  their  friends  }  From  all  the  martyr- 
memories  of  noble  men  and  women,  in  every  age, 
who  counted  not  their  lives  dear  unto  them  when 
principle  was  at  stake,  or  in  the  sublime  self-abne- 
gation sacrificed  their  lives  for  kindred,  for  country, 
for  humanity,  there  comes  a  solemn  protest  against 
denial  of  life  beyond  the  grave. 

"  Accepting  gratefully  all  the  facts  of  science,  let 
us  beware  of  rejecting  everything  that  may  not  be 
capable  of  mathematical  demonstration,  and  com- 
pelling our  assent  to  absolute  necessity.  There 
may  be  truths  more  important,  but  less  open; 
whisperings  of  hope  that  are  sure  promise  of  frui- 
tion. The  poet  tells  of  the  sea-shell  when,  its 
polished  lips  shaken  and  applied  to  your  attentive 
ear: 

"  'And  it  remembers  its  august  abodes, 
And  muriViurs  as  the  ocean  murmured  there.' 

So  we  may  hear  the  deep  but  distant  murmur  of 
the  immortal  sea  as  it  beats  against  the  shores  of 
time,  ready  to  bear  upon  its  mighty  bosom  the 
children  of  men  from  life  to  life,  and  the  law  of 
continuity  be  found  as  true  of  the  spiritual  as  it  is 
of  the  material  world. 

"  Happy  for  us,  though  unlike  the  Thracians,  we 
hold  no  festivities  over  the  dead,  if  with  something 
of  the  glad  dream  of  hope,  if  not  in  the  glory  of 
triumph,  we  can  adopt  the  familiar  words  of  our 
great  American  poet : 

"  'There  is  no  death  !  what  seems  so  is  transition  ; 
This  life  of  mortal  breath 
Is  but  a  suburb  of  the  life  elysian 
Whose  portal  we  call  death.'  " 

Dr.  Brodie,  of  Detroit,  moved  that  the  conven- 
tion return  its  thanks  to  Dr.  Parvin  for  his  eloquent 
address,  and  that  a  copy  of  it  be  requested  for  pub- 
lication. The  entire  association  rose  in  answer  to 
this  request  amid  loud  applause. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Logan,  the  ex-presidents  of 
the  association  were  invited  to  seats  on  the  stage. 


In  response  Dr.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  Dr.  Gross,  of 
Philadelphia,  Dr.  Richardson,  of  New  Orleans,  and 
Dr.  Toner,  of  Washington,  came  forward  and  took 
seats  on  the  stage.  Dr.  Fuller,  of  Maine,  presided 
during  this  stage  of  proceedings. 

AFTERNOON  MEETINGS. 

In  the  afternoon  the  various  sections  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  met  in  different 
halls  to  discuss  questions  of  particular  importance 
to  each  of  the  six  branches  of  the  science,  as  it  is 
divided  in  the  economy  of  the  association.  The 
following  are  synoptical  reports  of  the  proceedings 
of  each  of  the  five  sections.  The  fourth  and  fifth 
were  combined,  so  there  were  five  instead  of  six 
sections. 

SECTION  NO.  I. 

Practice  of  medicine,  materia  medica  and  physi- 
ology ;  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Rochester,  Buffalo,  New 
York,  chairman;  Dr.  W.  C.  Glasgow,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  secretary. 

The  section  was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman. 

The  business  in  order  was  the  reading  of  a  paper 
whose  author  was  absent ;  therefore  this  paper  was 
postponed. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  read  a  paper  on  clinical 
and  meteorological  records.  The  doctor  showed  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  subject.  His  paper  was 
referred  to  committee  on  publication. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Logan,  of  Atlanta,  presented  a  paper 
for  Dr.  Denison,  of  Denver,  Colorado.  Subject, 
experience  of  consumptives  in  Colorado,  and  some 
of  the  aero-hygienics  of  elevation  above  the  sea, 
with  conclusions. 

After  the  reading  of  the  paper  was  commenced 
it  was  on  motion  of  Dr.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  post 
poned  until  3  o'clock  p.  M.,  Wednesday. 

Section  adjourned  to  meet  in  opera  house  at  3 
o'clock,  Wednesday  afternoon. 

SECTION  NO.  2. 

Section  2d.  Obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women 
and  children — Dr.  E.  S.  Lewis,  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  chairman.  Owing  to  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Chadwick,  the  former  secretary,  this  position 
was  left  vacant.  Dr.  Marcy,  of  Massachusetts, 
nominated  Dr.  Robert  Battey,  of  Georgia,  and  he 
was  unanimously  elected.  Reading  of  papers  was 
next  in  order.  Dr.  Robert  Battey  read  a  paper  on 
tubo-ovarian  pregnancy — (case);  operation,  5th 
month — death.  Electrolysis  of  Fibroids,  by  Dr. 
E.  Cutter,  of  Massachusetts — Dysmenorrhoea,  by 
Dr.  W.  H.  Byford,  of  Illinois. 

The  reading  of  these  two  papers  was  deferred 
until  to-day — the  7th.  The  regular  business  being 
concluded,  the  presentation  of  voluntary  reports 
was  in  order.  Dr.  Dunster,  of  Michigan,  spoke  of 
the  operation  of  perineorraphy,  and  his  views  were 
very  favorably  received.  The  gentlemen  engaging 
in  this  discussion  were.  Dr.  M.  A.  Fallen,  of  New 
York  ;  Dr.  King,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Dr.  Albert  Smith, 
of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  Greenfield  Dowell,  of  Texas; 
Dr.  Taliaferro,  of  Georgia;  Dr.  Beverly  Cole,  of 
California,  and  Dr.  Theophilus   Parvin,  of  Indiana. 

Dr.  Fallen,  of  New  York,  presented  a  number  of 
pessaries  for  the  treatment  of  uterine  displace- 
ments. 

Dr.  Henry  F.  Campbell,  of  Georgia,  presented  a 
modified  stem  pessary  for  the  treatment  of  uterine 
flexions.  Dr.  Taliaferro  participated  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  stem  pessary.  Dr.  Love  wished  to  par- 
ticipate, but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  pro- 
posed to  postpone  any  further  discussion  until  to- 
day. 

Section  adjourned. 
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SECTION  NO.  3. 

Surgery  and  anatomy — Dr.  Moses  Gann,  of 
Chicago,  III,  chairman;  Dr.  J.  R.  Weist,  of  Rich- 
mond, Indiana,  secretary. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following  subcommittee  : 
Dr.  Briggs,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Dr.  Dawson,  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio ;    Dr.  W.  F.  Westmoreland,  of  Georgia. 

Reading  of  papers  was  next  in  order. 

Dr.  A.  C.  Post,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on 
deformities  of  face  and  hands  occasioned  by  cica- 
tricial contraction  following  a  burn,  with  reports  of 
cases  successfully  treated.  The  paper  was  very 
favorably  received  and  showed  the  great  advance- 
ment made  in  surgery'.  The  following  gentlemen 
participated  in  discussing  the  paper :  Drs.  Quinby, 
of  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey ;  Brigg,  of  Nashville, 
Tennessee;  Dawson,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  A  paper 
was  read  by  Dr.  H.  O.  Marcy,  of  Massachusetts, 
on  aspiration  of  knee-joint,  with  cases.  The  paper 
received  great  attention.  The  following  gentle- 
men discussed  it :  Dr.  Boyd,  of  Ouincy,  Illinois ; 
Dr.  A.  C.  Post,  of  New  York  ;  Dr.~S.  D.  Gross,  of 
Philadelphia. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Turnipseed,  of  South  Carolina,  read  the 
following  papers :  New  surgical  needle,  curved  and 
spring  clamp  at  point ;  new  apparatus  for  treating 
fracture  of  the  clavicle,  with  cases ;  new  method  of 
reducing  dislocation  of  elbow-joint,  with  cases. 
They  were  discussed  by  Dr.  Dodge,  of  Indiana; 
Dr.  Hughes,  of  Iowa ;  Dr.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia ; 
Dr.  L.  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York ;  Dr.  Dawson,  of 
Ohio;  Dr.  A.  C.  Post,  of  New  York;  Drs.  Glenn 
and  Briggs,  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

All  the  papers  having  been  read,  it  was  in  order 
for  voluntary  communications.  Dr.  C.  V.  Mottram, 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  read  a  paper  on  a  report  of  a 
case  of  chronic  dislocation  of  hip  joint.  Dr.  Daw- 
son, of  Ohio,  showed  some  specimens  of  stones. 

Adjourned. 

SECTIONS  4   AND    5. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  association  consists  of 
two  of  the  former  sections,  namely :  that  on  medi- 
cal jurisprudence,  chemistry  and  psychology,  and 
that  on  State  medicine  and  hygiene.  These  two 
departments  were  consolidated  at  the  morning  ses- 
sion of  the  association,  and  the  fusion  was  called 
section  four. 

The  new  section  met  at  three  o'clock,  in  the 
room  of  the  president  of  the  senate.  Section  called 
to  order  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Reeve,  of  Wisconsin,  the  sec- 
retary, who  announced  that  owing  to  the  tempor- 
ary illness  of  Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  he  could  not  be 
present.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  appoint  a 
chairman  for  the  session  of  the  section  for  the 
afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Griffin,  Dr.  J.  L.  Cabell 
was  unanimously  elected  chairman. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Bell  announced  that  by  the  vote  taken 
in  the  American  medical  association  in  the  morn- 
ing the  two  sections  above  named  had  been  con- 
solidated. He  also  announced  the  death  of  Dr. 
Wm.  N.  Conipton,  the  former  chairman  of  the  sec- 
tion on  medical  jurisprudence. 

Dr.  Grissom,  of  North  Carolina,  paid  an  elo- 
quent tribute  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  the 
deceased  doctor,  who  had  died  a  sacrifice  to  the 
yellow  fever,  in  which  he  had  nobly  labored  for  his 
fellow-men. 

The  chairman  appointed  as  a  committee  to 
prepare  proper  resolutions  on  the  death  of  this 
esteemed  physician.  Dr.  Grissom,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Dr.  Toner,  of  Washington  City. 

The  first  paper  presented  to  the  section  was  by 
Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  Illinois.  It  was  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  regulation  of  medical  practice  by  State 
boards,  as  exemplified  in  Illinois.  The  paper  was 
a  full  exposition  of  the  thorough  reform  effected 


under  the  provisions  of  the  new  law*  The  thor- 
ough acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnson  with  the  practi- 
cal workings  of  this  system  made  his  paper  of 
great  value  as  a  medical  document.  The  paper 
was  received  with  the  thanks  of  the  section. 

Several  of  the  members  of  the  section  asked  ques- 
tions as  to  how  the  present  law  in  Illinois  worked. 

Dr.  Rauch,  of  Chicago,  spoke  fully  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  present  system  of  regulation  in  Illinois, 
and  the  good  it  had  accomplished  to  the  people 
generally,  as  well  as  to  the  profession  in  elevating 
its  grade. 

Dr.  Guion,  of  the  United  States  army,  believed 
in  the  thorough  regulation  of  the  practice  by  the 
State  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  quacks  from 
imposing  on  the  public  simply  because  they  could 
show  a  diploma. 

The  discussion  on  the  question  was  protracted, 
and  numerous  inquiries  were  made.  But  for  the 
brief  space  we  are  compelled  to  allow  each  section, 
a  most  interesting  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
department  could  be  given. 

Dr.  S.  E.  Chaille,  of  New  Orleans,  read  an  ex- 
haustive paper  on  State  medicine  and  State  medical 
societies,  which  held  close  attention  and  created 
an  impression  by  its  logical  analysis  of  the  ques- 
tion suggested.  The  paper  was  a  masterly  plea 
for  State  medicine  and  its  systematization  as  the 
only  means  by  which  government  could  perform 
its  high  duties  to  its  people. 

Dr.  Bell  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  returned 
to  the  author  of  the  paper.  He  spoke  in  very  hiffh 
commendation  of  it,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the 
general  session. 

The  next  paper  was  a  very  scientific  thesis  on 
psycho-physiological  hand,  by  Dr.  E.  Seguin,  of 
New  York.  It  was  exceedingly  interesting,  and 
was  closely  attended  by  the  joint  section.  The 
theory  of  the  paper  was  that  in  cases  of  idiots  all 
education  of  intellect  must  begin  by  education  of 
the  senses.  He  gave  a  most  interesting  case  of 
education  of  an  idiot  by  a  Miss  Meade,  in  New  York. 

THE   SIXTH   SECTION. 

The  ophthalmology  section  met  in  the  finance 
chamber  of  the  senate,  at  3  P.  M.,  Dr.  H.  Knapp,  of 
New  York,  presiding.  In  the  absence  of  the  sec- 
retary, Dr.  Scott,  of  Cleveland,  Dr.  Calhoun,  of 
Atlanta,  was  elected  secretary  pro  tern.  First  in 
the  order  of  business  was  the  election  of  Dr.  E. 
Williams,  of  Cincinnati,  as  honorary  president, 
and  Dr.  B.  A.  Pope,  of  New  York,  vice-president. 

The  first  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Williams.  Sub- 
ject, "Ivory  bony  tumor  of  the  socket  of  the  eye." 

Dr.  Voorhees,  of  Memphis,  then  read  an  inter- 
esting paper  "  On  a  case  of  great  impairment  of 
sight,  produced  by  poisonous  effects  of  excessive 
doses  of  quinine." 

The  third  and  fourth  papers  by  Dr.  Knapp,  con- 
sisted of  microscopic  demonstrations  and  remarks 
on  a  large  tumor  (sarcoma)  of  the  acoustic  nerve, 
from  the  practice  of  Dr.  Stevens,  of  Albany,  New 
York  ;  and,  secondly,  of  a  degeneration  of  the  iris 
and  ciliary  body,  probably  of  a  tuberculous  and 
syphilitic  nature. 

The  meeting  was  concluded  by  an  extensive  dis- 
cussion on  the  symptoms,  the  course,  and  the 
treatment  of  syphilitic  diseases  of  the  cornea. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock  to-day. 

SECOND  DAY'S  PROCEEDINGS. 

Wednesday. 
The  association  was  called  to  order  at  9)^  A.  M. 
V.  P.  Murphy  in  the  chair. 

A  communication  from  Powers  &  Weightman, 
giving  reasons  why  the  duty  on  quinine  should  not 
be  removed,  was  almost  unaminously  tabled.     On 
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motion  of  Dr.  Roberts,  of  Nashville,  the  associa- 
tion reiterated  its  request  that  Congress  remove 
the  duty,  which  was  almost  unaminously  adopted. 

The  next  business  was  the  address  of  Dr. 
Thomas  F.  Rochester,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  chairman 
of  the  section  on  the  practice  of  medicine.  The 
paper  was  a  very  able  and  exhaustive  discussion  of 
a  subject  whose  importance  cannot  well  be  exagger- 
ated. The  author's  style  was  so  clear,  research  so 
large  and  his  thoughts  so  fresh  that  the  paper  he 
offered  will  rank  among  the  best  of  the  long  list 
which  came  up  at  this  session.  Dr.  Atkinson, 
of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  address  just 
read  be  referred  to  its  appropriate  section  of 
practical  medicine.     Adopted. 

The  address  of  Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  of 
Washington,  was  next  in  order,  but  President 
Parvin  stated,  with  regret,  that  Dr.  Billings  was  too 
unwell  to  read  his  own  paper,  but  that  it  would  be 
presented  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Woodward,  of  the  United 
States  army. 

This  paper  was  on  Stale  medicine,  and  a  bare 
synopsis  would  not  do  it  justice.  It  was  a  master- 
ly treatment  of  a  subject  whose  importance  is  just 
beginning  to  loom  before  the  public.  It  explained 
fully  the  philosophy  of  the  national  board  of 
health,  and  as  it  came  from  one  of  its  leading 
members  was  heard  with  great  interest.  The 
necessity  for  a  national  quarantine  and  its  advan- 
tages were  fully  expounded. 

The  paper  was  referred  to  the  section  on  State 
medicine  and  a  copy  asked  for  publication. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  made  a  report  from 
a  special  committee  on  questions  discussed  by 
President  T.  G.  Richardson  in  his  annual  address 
of  last  year,  which  was  received.  They  favored  the 
amendments  proposed  for  the  present  rules  on 
prize  essays.  They  recommended  the  expunging 
from  section  3  all  relating  to  prize  es'^ays  and  to 
insert  a  clause  declaring  that  there  shall  be  four 
prizes  of  $250  for  the  best  original  contributions  to 
medical  knowledge.  The  chairmen  of  the  sections 
on  practical  medicine,  on  obstetrics,  and  surgery  and 
anatomy,  on  State  medicine,  shall  take  charge  of 
the  competition  and  arrange  its  methods.  The 
report  was  to  lie  over  for  action  until  next  year 
under  the  rule. 

It  was  received  and  the  committee  discharged. 

The  next  business  was  the  consideration  of  pro- 
posed plans  of  change  in  the  plan  of  organization. 
The  first  was  an  amendment  declaring  that  the 
committee  on  nominations  should  hereafter  select 
the  nominees  only  from  those  members  of  the  as- 
sociation present. 

A  motion  to  table  this  amendment  was  made. 

The  president  stated  that  only  delegates  were 
voters.  Permanent  members  and  visiting  members 
are  not  voters.  A  rising  vote  was  called  for. 
The  yeas  on  the  motion  to  table  were  120,  and  the 
nays  5.     [Laughter.] 

Dr.  H.  O.  Hitchcock  offered  an  amendment  pre- 
scribing the  method  in  which  the  choice  of  ofificers 
should  be  made  and  enlarging  the  scope  of  nomi- 
nating powers  of  the  committee. 

Dr.  Reynolds,  of  Louisville,  said  the  amendment 
implied  an  imputation  on  the  fairness  of  the  pre- 
vious methods  of  the  association,  and  it  was  tabled. 

An  amendment  by  Dr.  Caldwell,  of  Maryland, 
to  create  a  new  section,  was  tabled.  An  amend- 
ment offered  by  Dr.  Maddox  to  create  a  new  section 
on  genital  and  urinary  organs  was  read.  A  motion' 
to  table  it  was  made  and  a  rising  vote  on  it  asked. 
The  yeas  were  73  and  the  nays  78.  [Applause.] 
The  amendment  then  came  up  for  discussion.  Dr. 
Davis  said  there  was  danger  of  making  many  sec- 
tions which  would  not  attract  enough  attention  to 
make  them  interesting.     But  two  sections  had  been 


consolidated  yesterday,  and  he  favored  the  trial  of 
the  new  section  proposed.  If  it  did  not  work  well 
it  could  easily  be  discontinued.  He  did  not  like 
the  idea  of  some  men  in  going  about  from  section 
to  section  to  try  and  imbibe  all  without  imparting 
anything. 

Dr.  Brown,  of  Texas,  said  the  sections  had  too 
many  long  papers,  and  were  not  made  as  interest- 
ing or  as  useful  as  they  might  be 

It  was  moved  that  the  amendment  be  referred 
to  the  section  on  surgery,  with  request  that  it  re- 
port to  the  association  to-day.     Agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  judicial  council  presented  to 
the  association  by  its  chairman,  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  at 
the  late  meeting  held  in  Buffalo,  and  laid  over 
under  the  rules  was  taken  from  the  table,  in  words 
as  follows :  "  It  is  considered  derogatory  to  the 
interests  of  the  public  and  the  honor  of  the  pro- 
fession, for  any  physician  or  teacher  to  aid  in  any 
way  the  medical  teaching  or  graduating  of  persons 
knowing  them  to  be  supporters  and  intended  prac- 
titioners of  some  irregular  and  exclusive  system  of 
medicine." 

Dr.  E.  S.  Dunster,  of  Ann  Arbor,  spoke  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment.  He  said  he  had  no 
personal  motive  in  opposing  it  or  by  any  desire  to 
shelter  himself  from  the  responsibility  of  any  past 
teaching.  He  said  he  wished  to  remain  in  the  as- 
sociation, but  not  even  membership  would  be  a  fit- 
ting price  for  the  abandonment  of  scientific  convic- 
tions. He  feared  the  amendment  would  bring  dis- 
honor and  disaster  on  the  profession.  The  code 
says  medicine  is  a  liberal  profession,  but  this 
amendment  makes  it  close  and  exclusive.  The 
whole  spirit  of  the  amendment  is  opposed  to  the 
broad  principles  of  true  science.  He  attacked  the 
amendment  on  various  grounds.  Said  it  was  im- 
possible to  enforce  such  a  statute.  It  would  be  a 
dead-letter  law,  a  reproach  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
body  that  enacted  it.  A  thorough  enforcement  of 
this  law  would  close  every  clinic  in  the  land.  In 
nearly  every  clinic  in  large  cities  are  foimd  homoeo- 
pathic students.  He  said  in  the  leading  homoeo- 
pathic colleges  text-books  by  leading  allopaths  are 
freely  used.  This  is  teaching  the  students  of  an 
"  irregular "  system,  as  it  is  called,  and  you  can't 
help  it.  Legally,  the  amendment  will  be  futile.  If 
the  student  of  an  irregular  system,  as  it  is  called, 
were  to  apply  to  a  State  school  and  be  refused,  he 
could  obtain  a  mandamus  in  any  State  of  this  Union 
to  give  him  an  entrance  and  provide  him  tuition. 
What  is  the  use  of  setting  up  limitations  which 
cannot  be  carried  out.-*  He  argued  also  on  the 
merits  of  the  question.  It  is  based  on  the  assump- 
tion of  a  most  fallacious  character.  It  assumes 
that  the  teaching  of  the  students  of  irregular  sys- 
tems will  tend  to  build  up  these  systems.  This  is 
folly.  It  declares  that  the  teachings  of  science 
lead  to  error — a  proposition  to  which  no  man  in  his 
senses  will  give  his  indorsement  Such  a  principle 
carried  out  would  prevent  a  minister  of  Christ  from 
preaching  the  gospel  when  there  were  atheists 
or  sinners  in  his  congregation.  History  has  to- 
night nothing  plainer  than  that  truth  is  the  anti- 
dote and  finally  the  victor  of  error.  The  argu- 
ment was  not  only  masterly  in  its  logic,  but  was 
marked  throughout  by  a  liberality  of  view  which  is 
the  honor  of  a  true  scientific  man.  Said  he:  "If 
rational  medicine  cannot  triumph  in  such  a  contest 
she  deserves  to  fall  and  be  buried  in  dishonor." 
[Applause.]  The  address  caused  a  sensation  in 
the  association. 

Dr.  Dudley  Reynolds  moved  to  lay  the  amend- 
ment op  the  table,  as  he  said  the  amendment  had 
been  killed. 

A  member  appealed  for  free  discussion  on  both 
sides.     A  voice :     "  The  gentleman  who  moved  to 
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table  the  motion  a  moment  ago,  was  for  free  dis- 
cussion." [Laughter.]  The  motion  to  table  was 
withdrawn. 

Dr.  Davis  said  he  did  not  wish  to  discuss  the 
matter,  but  he  would  state  the  reasons  which  led 
to  the  report  which  proposed  the  amendment. 
The  association  had  taken  the  steps  which  made 
the  amendment  a  necessary  result  of  its  action. 
The  judicial  council,  as  a  committee,  was  ordered 
to  report  just  such  a  clause.  The  amendment  was 
the  best  that  could  be  done.  It  did  not  follow  that 
the  committee  favored  the  amendment.  He  said 
it  would  be  repugnant  to  him  to  teach  students  of 
an  irregular  college  who  merely  came  in  to  catch 
what  they  could  of  his  teaching.  He  admitted 
that  there  was  a  line  beyond  which  the  code  of 
ethics  could  not  be  carried  without  coming  in  con- 
tact with  State  and  municipal  laws.  Dr.  Davis's 
remarks  were  sound  and  fell  upon  attentive  ears. 

Dr.  Pratt  said  the  argument  against  the  amend- 
ment was  specious.  It  was  the  argument  of  those 
who  wanted  to  make  money  by  teaching  irregular 
pupils  and  be  considered  ethical  while  practitioners 
are  considered  non-ethical  if  they  associate  with 
such  pupils  after  they  become  practitioners.  He 
moved  that  the  proposed  amendment  lie  on  the 
table  until  next  year. 

Dr.  Brodie,  of  Detroit,  moved  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table.  The  vote  was  taken  by  rising.  The 
yeas  were  72  and  the  nays  122,  so  that  Dr.  Brodie's 
motion  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  table  till  next  year  was  carried. 

As  Sec.  Vn  provides  that  no  amendment  or 
alteration  of  the  "plan  of  organization  "  shall  be 
made  except  by  a  three-fourths  vote  and  as  the 
code  is  considered  a  part  of  the  plan  of  organiza- 
tion, it  is  self-evident  from  the  above  vote  that  the 
code  will  not  be  changed. 

AFTERNOON— SECOND  DAY. 

THE  FIRST  SECTION. 

Practice  of  medicine,  materia  medica  and  phy- 
siology— Dr.  Thos.  F.  Rochester,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
chairman  ;  Dr.  W.  C.  Glasgow,  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
secretary. 

The  section  was  called  to  order  at  3  o'clock  by 
the  chairman. 

The  paper  of  Dr.  Denison,  of  Colorado,  the  read- 
ing of  which  was  postponed  from  Tuesday's  ses- 
sion, was  ordered  read. 

Dr.  Denison  not  being  present.  Dr.  Davis,  of 
Chicago,  read  the  paper.  Subject,  "Aero-hygien- 
ics of  elevation  above  the  sea,"   with  conclusions. 

The  paper  was  a  very  long  one,  and  before  Dr. 
Davis  had  half  finished  the  reading  he  was  in- 
formed by  the  chairman  that  his  time  was  out. 

On  motion.  Dr.  Davis  was  allowed  time  to  read 
the  conclusion';. 

Dr.  O'Reilly,  of  New  Orleans,  moved  that  the 
paper  be  received,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  publication. 

The  motion  was  objected  to  by  Dr. ,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, who  said  he  thought  if  the  paper  was  se- 
cured and  referred,  it  would  seem  that  the  asso- 
ciation accorded  with  Dr.  Denison's  views  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  paper. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  said  he  could  see  no  rea- 
son why  the  paper  should  not  be  received  and 
referred.  That  it  contained  valuable  facts  that 
were  well  worthy  of  publication,  and  it  should  be 
published. 

The  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  was 
then  passed. 

Dr.  Denison  asked  that  the  section  recommend 
the  signal  service  bureau  to  prepare  charts  to  be 
published  with  his  paper. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  O'Reilly,  of  New  Orleans,  the 
recommendation  was  granted. 

The  paper  of  Dr.  L.  D.  Bulkley,  of  New  York, 
on  the  use  of  water  in  the  treatment  of  diseases, 
being  in  order  was  then  presented,  and  read  by 
Dr.  Bulkley  in  clear  and  forcible  style. 

Dr.  Hopkins,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  paper 
be  received  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  pubr 
lication. 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Porcher,  of 
Charleston,.  South  Carolina,  and  Dr.  Shoemaker, 
of  Philadelphia.     The  motion  to  refer  was  carried. 

The  address  of  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Rochester  before 
the  general  council  was  referred  to  this  section, 
and  was  here  presented  to  the  section  by  the  sec- 
retary. 

Dr.  Rochester  called  Dr.  Lester  to  the  chair. 

Dr.  Hopkins,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  ad- 
dress be  received  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
publication. 

This  brought  out  quite  a  discussion,  which  was 
engaged  in  by  Dr.  Lyon,  of  New  Orleans ;  Dr. 
Porcher,  of  Charleston;  Dr.  Banks,  of  Griffin,  Ga.; 
Dr.  O'Reilly,  of  New  Orleans  ;  Dr.  Rochester,  of 
Buffalo,  and  Dr.  Forem?m,  of  the  army. 

The  address  of  Dr.  Rochester  was  in  favor  of  a 
national  quarantine  as  a  preventive  of  yellow  fever. 

Dr.  Lyon,  of  New  Orleans,  said  that  the  treat- 
ment of  yellow  fever  was  as  we'l  understood  as  the 
treatment  of  any  other  serious  disease.  That  yel- 
low fever  does  originate  in  New  Orleans,  and  that 
there  is  never  a  year  that  there  is  not  yellow  fever 
in  that  city  that  originates  there.  Dr.  Lyon  con- 
tends that  quarantine  laws  do  no  good,  and  as 
proof  he  says  that  during  the  late  war,  when  there 
was  not  and  could  not  be  any  communication  be- 
tween New  Orleans  and  the  West  Indies,  there 
was  not  a  single  year  in  which  there  were  not  cases 
of  yellow  fever  in  New  Orleans.  He  contended 
that  the  disease  is  not  contagious,  and  that  it  will 
in  future,  as  it  has  done  in  the  past,  continue  to 
originate  in  that  city.  He  believes  in  local  sanitary 
measures  instead  of  the  quarantine. 

Dr.  Hopkins,  of  Georgia,  agreed  with  Dr.  Lyon 
*  hat  yellow  fever  was  of  local  origin,  and  that  quar- 
antine regulations  were  useless  in  preventing  the 
disease. 

Dr.  Dowell,  of  Texas,  asked  Dr.  Lyon  if  quaran- 
tine did  not  keep  the  fever  out  of  Texas.  Dr. 
Lyon  replied  that  it  did  not,  and  asked  the  gentle- 
man why  it  did  not  keep  it  out  of  Jackson,  Missis- 
sippi, which  was  surrounded  by  men  armed  with 
shot  guns. 

The  question  was  not  answered. 

Dr.  O'Reilly,  of  New  Orleans,  said  that  in  a  large 
majority  of  years  yellow  fever  will  originate  in  New 
Orleans.  He  believes  that  proper  sanitary  meas- 
ures will  prevent  epidemics  in  that  city.  He  does 
not  favor  a  national  quarantine  law. 

Dr.  Rochester  said  he  had  not  treated  a  case  of 
yellow  fever  in  twenty-eight  years.  That  he  did 
not  doubt  but  what  there  were  occasional  cases 
occurring  sporadically  in  New  Orleans,  but  that  he 
believed  that  the  quarantine  would  prevent  the  ter- 
rible epidemics. 

Dr.  Foreman,  of  the  army,  said  that  while  the 
fever  might  originate  in  New  Orleans,  there  were 
cities  where  it  did  not  originate,  and  we  needed  the 
quarantine  against  such  places  as  the  fever  origi- 
nated in. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  paper  was  carried. 

THE  SECOND   SECTION. 

Section  2,  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women, 
met  at  3  P.  M. ;  called  to  order  by  the  chairman.  Dr. 
E.  S.  Lewis. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and  adopted. 
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The  new  gynecological  table  devised  by  Dr. 
Chadwick,  of  Boston,  was  presented  by  Dr.  Marcy, 
of  Massachusetts.  The  doctor  explained  the  work- 
ings of  the  table  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
present. 

The  reading  of  papers  being  in  order  the  chair- 
man read  the  paper  of  Dr.  E.  Cutter,  of  Massachu- 
setts (the  author  being  absent),  on:  "The  treat- 
ment of  uterine  displacements  by  the  stem  pessary." 

Next  in  order  was  Dr.  E.  B.  Turnipseed,  of  South 
Carolina,  on  :  "  New  instrument  for  operation  for 
vesico-vaginal  fistula,  with  cases.  The  instrument 
when  complete,  embraces  the  following  :  new  self- 
retaining  speculum ;  retractors ;  large  apparatus 
(used  in  stitching)  bearing  a  smaller  comb-shaped 
apparatus  set  with  needles,  which  are  clamped 
when  the  operation  is  completed.  Curved  needles, 
gold  triple-plated  with  hard  rubber  clamps,  with 
springs.  Trimmers,  dilators  on  the  principle  of 
changeable  values,  and  a  hysterotome. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Albert  Smith,  of  Philadelphia, 
the  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  section  were 
expressed  to  Dr.  Turnipseed  for  his  industry  and 
mechanical  genius.  The  next  paper  in  order  was 
that  of  Dr.  E.  Cutter,  of  Massachusetts,  postponed 
from  last  meeting.  This  paper  was  read  by  Dr. 
Dunster,  of  Michigan,  the  subject  being  the  "Elec- 
trolysis of  Fibroids."  This  was  a  highly  interest- 
ing and  very  able  paper,  and  on  motion  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  publication. 

On  motion  Dr.  Fallen,  of  New  York,  presented 
large  drawings  of  a  lacerated  perineum,  and  from 
these  he  demonstrated  his  mode  of  operating.  He 
also  spoke  of  the  operation  of  amputation  of  the 
cervix,  or  as  he  proposes  to  call  it,  vagino-cervi- 
plasty,  for  the  cure,  as  we  may  say  in  general, 
sterility.  Dr.  Fallen  is  one  of  the  prominent  figures 
in  this  section,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks 
was  greeted  with  immense  applause.  The  chair- 
man appointed  as  a  committee  to  examine  the 
papers  presented  to  the  section,  Drs.  Dunster,  of 
Michigan;  Smith,  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  Cross,  of 
Arkansas. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beverly  Cole,  of  California, 
the  society  adjourned  until  to-day  at  3  p.  M. 

THE  THIRD  SECTION. 

Surgery  and  Anatomy. 

Called  to  order  by  the  chairman,  Dr.  Moses  Gunn. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  secre- 
tary and  were  approved. 

The  reading  of  papers  being  next  in  order,  Dr. 
J.  N.  Quinby,  of  New  Jersey,  read  a  paper  describ- 
ing a  case  of  conservative  surgery. 

Dr.  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper 
on  the  proof  of  the  value  of  the  treatment  of  spon- 
dylitis or  Fotts'  disease  by  suspension  and  the  re- 
tention in  the  improved  position  by  the  plaster  of 
Faris  bandage.  The  paper  was  discussed  by  Dr. 
Maddox,  of  Maryland ;  Dr.  A.  C.  Fost,  of  New 
York  ;  Dr.  H.  O.  Marcy,  of  New  York ;  Dr.  E.  H. 
Dugas,  of  Augusta,  Ga. ;  Dr.  Quinby,  of  New 
Jersey;  Dr.  Byrd,  of  Illinois;  Dr.  McGraw,  of 
Michigan.     Dr.  Sayre  concluded  it. 

Dr.  Maddox,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  thanks 
of  this  section  be  tendered  Dr.  Sayre,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  paper  was  very  interesting — because  it 
showed  what  advancement  had  been  made  in 
curing  cases  that  were  considered  not  curable.  Dr. 
Sayre  was  invited  to  apply  his  plaster  of  Paris 
jacket  before  this  section  to-morrow  evening,  which 
he  has  promised  to  do. 

The  next  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Link,  of 
Indiana,  on  amputations  by  open  cone-shape 
method.  The  following  gentlemen  participated  in 
discussing  it : 


Dr.  Beck,  of  Ohio  ;  Dr.  H.  O.  Marcy,  of  New  York ; 
Dr.  Byrd,  of  Illinois ;  Dr.  Quinby,  of  New  Jer- 
sey ;  Dr.  Garcelon,  of  Maine  ;  Dr.  Fuller,  of  Maine, 
concluded  by  Dr.  Link,  of  Indiana. 

The  next  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  H.  F.  Campbell, 
of  Augusta,  Ga.,  on  urinary  calculus,  with  con- 
sideration of  its  hygienic,  etiological,  pathological 
and  surgical  relation  ;  with  46  cases.  It  was  dis- 
cussed by  Drs.  Dawson  and  Mussey,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  Dr.  Dowell,  of  Texas. 

The  further  discussion  was  postponed  until  this 
evening  after  the  regular  business. 

Adjourned. 

THE  FOURTH  SECTION. 

The  fourth  section,  consisting  of  the  sections 
on  medical  jurisprudence  and  State  medicine,  met  at 
3  o'clock  in  the  Concordia  hall  on  Marietta  street. 
Dr.  Cabell,  of  Virginia,  who  had  presided  over  the 
meeting  of  this  section  the  previous  evening,  was 
on  motion  elected  chairman  of  the  section  during 
Dr.  Billings'  sickness. 

Dr.  Grissom,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  a  re- 
port from  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  a  fitting 
memorial  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Compton,  of  Missis- 
sippi. The  memorial  was  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  good  and  gifted  man  of  whom  they 
spoke.  The  report  was  signed  by  Drs.  Grissom, 
Toner  and  Pratt.  The  memorial  concluded  with 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  regret  of  the  section 
at  the  untimely  death  of  this  distinguished  Missis- 
sippian,  and  declaring  that  his  memory  will  be 
cherished  with  the  virtues  his  life  presented. 

Dr.  Taylor,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  honor  of 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

Dr.  Browning,  of  Mississippi,  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, and  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  first  business  was  that  relating  to  State 
medicine.  A  paper  was  expected  from  Dr.  J.  N. 
DeHart,  of  New  Jersey,  but  he  was  absent. 

A  paper  on  "  The  new  principles  of  protective 
sanitation  in  its  relation  to  public  hygiene,"  by  Dr. 
H.  R.  Storer,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  next  in  order. 
The  author  was  absent,  but  his  paper  was  read  to 
the  section  by  Dr.  E.  S.  Dunster,  of  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan.  It  occupied  .about  thirty  minutes  and 
held  close  attention.  It  was  full  of  historical 
knowledge  and  sound  suggestions  of  true  sanitary 
policy. 

The  paper  was  referred  to  comniittee  on  publi- 
cation. 

A  report  by  Dr.  R.  J.  O'Sullivan,  of  New  York, 
on  intervention  of  physicians  in  education  was 
expected  by  the  section,  but  the  doctor  and  his 
paper  were  both  absent. 

The  consideration  of  the  address  of  Dr.  Billings, 
chairman  of  the  section,  who  was  kept  away  by 
sickness,  was  tabled  until  to-day,  when  it  is  hoped 
Dr.  Billings  will  be  well. 

Dr.  E.  Seguin,  of  New  York,  made  some  remarks 
on  the  intervention  of  physicians  in  education,  the 
subject  which  Dr.  O'Sullivan  had  been  expected  to 
treat.  His  views  were  forcibly  put,  and  were  heard 
with  attention  by  all. 

It  was  moved  that  Dr.  Seguin  be  requested  to 
commit  his  remarks  to  writing  for  the  future  con- 
sideration of  the  section. 

Dr.  Bell  said  the  more  orderly  way  would  be  to 
let  Dr.  O'SuUivan's  paper  come  up,  and  Dr.  Seguin 
could  then  give  the  section  the  benefit  of  his 
wisdom.     The  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  section  took  up  some  resolutions  offered  by 
Dr.  Billings,  that  the  American  medical  association 
recommend  that  every  physician  aid  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  census  in  his  efforts  to  make  up  his 
statistics  of  mortality.  That  every  physician  make 
a  record  of  all  his  cases  from  the  first   of  June. 
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Every  physician  in  the  United  States  will  be  fur- 
nished with  blanks  for  filling  out  the  reports  asked. 
The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Resolutions  on  the  organization  of  the  profession 
in  all  the  States  were  read.  It  was  proposed  to 
organize  all  members  of  the  profession  in  good 
standing  into  county  organizations.  The  section 
gave  its  approval  to  such  a  course  whenever  it  may 
be  deemed  necessary. 

The  section  then  adjourned. 

THE  SIXTH  SECTION. 

The  section  on  ophthalmology  held  two  sessions 
yesterday^from  9  to  1 1  A.  M.,  and  from  3  to  6  P.  M. 
Dr.  H.  Knapp  occupied  the  chair.  The  principal 
object  of  discussion  was  "  The  operations  for  cata- 
ract," on  which  extensive  papers  were  read  by 
Doctors  Pope,  Calhoun  and  Knapp.  In  the  dis- 
cussion about  twelve  members  took  an  active  part. 
A  paper  was  presented  by  Dr.  Reynolds,  of  Louis- 
iville,  "  On  the  operative  cure  of  cystoid  cicatrix 
following  operations  for  cataract  and  glaucoma." 
Dr.  Smith,  of  Detroit,  read  a  paper  on  the  operative 
cure  of  xerophthalmia.  In  conclusion.  Dr.  Knapp 
presented  two  anatomical  specimens,  the  one  with 
plastic  cyclitis,  the  other  with  a  chip  of  brass  lying 
in  the  ciliary  body,  and  gave  a  brief  history  of  the 
cases  to  which  the  specimens  referred.  The  sec- 
tion then  adjourned. 

THIRD  DAY. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Dr.  Parvin,  at  9X  o'clock  A.  M.  After  some 
communications  from  the  Secretary  and  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  reports  were  next  in  or- 
der, and  the  following  were  offered: 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  offered  a  brief  but 
pointed  report  on  ozone,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

The  report  on  Necrology  was  presented  by  ex- 
President  J.  M.  Toner,  of  Washington,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee. 

The  report  on'  sanitaria  for  consumptives  was 
to  have  been  presented  by  Dr.  H.  T.  Bowditch,  of 
Boston,  but  he  was  absent  and  the  report  was 
postponed.  The  report  on  the  catalogue  of  the 
national  library  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Wood,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  received.  It  stated  that  Congress  had 
been  induced  at  last  to  publish  two  of  these  valu- 
able journals. 

Dr.  Woodward,  of  the  army,  thanked  the  asso- 
ciation for  the  warm  support  it  had  given  his  col- 
league. Dr.  Billings,  in  his  efforts  to  complete  a 
great  and  necessary  work.  The  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Atkinson,  the  secretary,  presented  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  publication,  which 
stated  the  entire  work  of  that  committee  for  the 
past  year.  The  report  was  received  and  disposed 
of  as  thos»  above. 

The  treasurer's  report  was  next  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  publication. 

The  librarian's  report  was  also  read  and  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

The  next  business  in  order  was  the  presentation 
of  a  paper  on  State  medicine,  which  Dr.  Chaille, 
of  New  Orleans,  had  read  in  the  section  of  State 
Medicine,  Tuesday  afternoon.  The  paper  took 
such  a  philosophical  view  of  a  great  question  that 
the  section  ordered  it  referred  to  the  association. 
Dr.  Chaille's  views  are  along  with  the  most  ad- 
vanced theories  on  this  subject.  He  appealed  for 
the  thorough  establishment  of  a  sound  system  of 
State  medicine,  in  which  the  general  government 
should  regulate,  without  interfering  with,  any  ne- 
cessary powers  of  the   State.     He  argued  that  it 


lay  in  the  power  of  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation to  effect  the  reforms  needed  in  the  present 
condition  of  State  medicine.  In  England  State 
medicine  is  easily  and  judiciously  regulated  by 
the  influence  of  the  British  Medical  Association 
on  one  central  legislative  power,  while  in  America 
this  power  must  be  frittered  away  on  the  local 
legislatures  of  forty-eight  States  and  Territories. 
He  argued  for  a  more  permanent  organization  in 
minor  medical  societies,  and  the  consequent  in- 
creased eiificacy  of  the  American  Medical  Associ- 
ation. His  views  of  the  powers  of  general  gov- 
ernment over  medical  matters,  both  as  related  to 
sanitary  and  moral  questions  were  very  strong, 
and  to  some  may  have  appeared  radical.  The 
thorough  study  which  Dr.  Chaille  has  given  this 
question,  and  his  known  liberality  of  views  on  all 
subjects,  make  it  certain  that  in  this  paper  he  does 
not  go  to  any  extreme  which  prudence  would  dis- 
approve, nor  did  he  advocate  any  principle  by  rea- 
sons which  are  not  in  sympathy  with  the  general 
opinion  of  the  most  learned  and  most  patriotic 
men  of  our  day  and  nation.  The  paper  was  preg- 
nant with  theoretic  principles  strengthened  by 
sound  practical  suggestions.  It  was  really  one  of 
the  most  practical  papers  of  all  the  long  list 
which  came  up  at  this  session,  and  its  reading  in 
the  section  started  a  series  of  discussions  on  its 
propositions  which  its  presentation  to  the  associ- 
ation will  bring  into  much  fuller  view.  The  paper 
was  referred  back  to  the  section  where  it  had  been 
first  presented. 

The  President — The  hour  has  arrived  for  the 
address  of  Dr.  Moses  Gunn,  of  Chicago,  chairman 
of  the  section  on  Surgery  and  Anatomy.  [Ap- 
plause.] 

The  doctor  advanced  to  the  desk  and  delivered 
an  address  worthy  of  his  high  position  in  the  pro- 
fession. Though  the  paper  was  long,  it  held  the 
closest  attention  of  the  entire  association.  The 
paper  treated  of  "  Pus  "  in  a  most  scientific  man- 
ner. It  gave  the  most  advanced  theories  on  the 
question  and  the  discoveries  of  the  true  nature  of 
pus,  in  all  of  its  various  exhibitions.  There 
were  many  valuable  suggestions  in  the  paper,  and 
they  were  put  with  beautiful  clearness. 

The  paper  was  referred  to  the  section  on  Sur- 
gery. 

NOMINATIONS. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  announced  that 
the  committee  on  nominations  was  ready  to  report. 
The  following  report  was  then  received  through 
the  secretary  of  the  committee.  Dr.  Eugene  Gris- 
som,  of  North  Carolina. 

REPORT  ON   NOMINATIONS. 

The  committee  on  nominations  presented  the 
following  nominations  : 

President — Dr.  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York. 

Vice-Presidents— First :  Dr.  R.  Beverly  Cole,  of 
California.  Second  ;  Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt,  of  New  Or- 
leans. Third  :  Dr.  H.  O.  Marcy,  of  Massachusetts. 
Fourth  :   Dr.  F.  Peyre  Porcher,  of  South  Carolina. 

Treasurer— Dr.  R.  J.  Dunglinson,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Librarian— Dr.  Wm.  Lee,  of  District  of  Columbia. 

Committee  on  Library —  Dr.  Johnson  Eliot,  of 
District  of  Columbia. 

Assistant  Secretary — Dr.  Walter  Gillette,  of  New 
York. 

Next  place  of  meeting — New  York. 

Time  of  meeting — Not  yet  fixed. 

Committee  of  Arrangements — Drs.  L.  O.  Van- 
derpoel,  Stephen  Smith,  William  M.  Polk,  Robert 
Weir,  Charles  I.  Pardee,  A.  A.Smith,  T.F.  Sabine, 
of  New  York  ;  Joseph    Hutchinson,  of  Brooklyn  ; 
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M.  H.  Burton,  of  Troy,  and  Dr.  Parker,  of  Pough- 
keepsie. 

Committee  on  Prize  Essays — Not  yet  appointed. 

Committee  on  Publication —Drs.  W.  B.  Atkin- 
son, T.  M.  Dugsdale,  A.  Fricke,  S.  D.  Gross,  Cas- 
par Wistar,  R.  J.  Dunglison,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
William  Lee,  of  District  of  Columbia. 

The  following  nominations  for  chairmen  and 
secretaries  of  sections  of  1880  are  reported  : 

1.  Practice  of  Medicine,  etc. — Dr.  J.  S.  Lynch,  of 
Maryland,  chairman ;  Dr.  W.  C.  Glasgow,  of  Mis- 
souri, secretary. 

2.  Obstetrics,  etc. — Dr.  Albert  Smith,  Pennsyl- 
vania, chairman ;  Dr.  Robert  Battey,  of  Georgia, 
secretary. 

3.  Surgery  and  Anatomy — Dr.  W.  T.  Briggs,  of 
Tennessee,  chairman  ;  Dr.  J.  Powell  Adams,  of 
Minnesota,  secretary. 

4.  State  medicine,  medical  jurisprudence,  etc. — 
Dr.  James  F.  Hibbard,  of  Indiana,  chairman ;  Dr. 
T.  F.  Wood,  of  North  Carolina,  secretary. 

5.  Ophthalmology,  etc. — Dr.  Boiling  A.  Pope,  of 
Louisiana,  chairman  ;  Dr.  Eugene  Smith,  of  Michi- 
gan, secretary. 

Committee  on  Necrology — Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  of 
District  of  Columbia,  chairman ;  Drs.  R.  F.  Mitchel, 
of  Alabama;  J.  P.  Wall,  of  Florida;  F.  W.  Hatch, 
of  California  ;  J.  B.  Cummings,  of  Arkansas ;  C. 
Denison,  of  Colorado ;  G.  W.  Russell,  of  Connecti- 
cut ;  J.  H.  Richards,  of  Delaware;  T.  S.  Hopkins, 
of  Georgia ;  J.  H.  HoUister,  of  Illinois  ;  G.  L.  Sutton, 
of  Indiana  ;  H.  B.  Ransom,  of  Iowa ;  C.  V.  Mott- 
rom,  of  Kansas ;  Dudley  S.  Reynolds,  of  Kentucky; 
E.  A.  Lewis,  of  Louisiana  ;  E.  E.  Sanger,  of  Maine; 
John  Morrison,  of  Maryland ;  L.  F.  Warner,  of 
Massachusetts  ;  G.  E.  Ranney,  of  Michigan  ;  D.  W. 
Hand,  of  Minnesota;  John  Browning,  ot  Mississip- 
pi; J.  M.  Richmond,  of  Missouri;  J.  R.  Black,  of 
Nebraska;  L.  S.  Hill,  of  New  Hampshire;  H.  D. 
Didama,  of  New  York;  John  Blaine,  of  New  Jer- 
sey;  T.  J.  Haywood,  jr.,  of  North  Carolina;  Star- 
ling Loving,  of  Ohio  ;  Frank  Woodbury,  of  Penn- 
sylvania ;  C.  H.  Fisher,  of  Rhode  Island  ;  Manning 
Simmons,  of  South  Carolina ;  J.  B.  Lindsay,  ol 
Tennessee ;  H.  W.  Brown,  of  Texas  ;  O.  F.  Fassett, 
of  Vermont ;  L.  S.  Joynes,  of  Virginia ;  R.  W.  Haz- 
litt,  of  West  Virginia;  J.  T.  Reeves,  of  Wisconsin; 
J.  J.  Woodward,  of  United  States  army;  A.  L. 
Guion,  of  U.  S.  army. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  nom- 
inations indorsed. 

The  next  business  was  the  reading  of  an  address 
by  Dr.  E.  S.  Lewis,  of  New  Orleans,  chairman  of 
the  section  on  obstetrics,  etc.  This  paper  was  a 
purely  scientific  treatise  of  the  latest  advances  in 
this  great  department  of  medical  science.  A  wide 
scope  of  personal  experience,  together  with  a  large 
fund  of  learning,  made  the  address  admirable  and 
interesting. 

The  paper  was  referred  to  committee  on  publi- 
cation. 

The  next  business  was  the  consideration  of  Dr. 
Seguin's  report  on  the  metric  system.  The  doctor 
made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  his  resolution. 
They  are  as  follows : 

Resolved,  i.  That  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation adopts  the  international  metric  system,  and 
will  use  it  in  its  transactions. 

2.  Requests  that  those  who  present  papers  at 
its  future  meetings  employ  this  system  in  their 
communications,  or  reprints  thereof. 

3.  Requests  the  medical  boards  of  the  hospitals 
and  dispensaries  to  adopt  the  metric  system  in  pre- 
scribing and  recording  cases;  and  that  the  facul- 
ties of  the  medical  and  pharmaceutic  schools  adopt 
it  in  their  didactic,  clinical  or  dispensing  depart- 
ments. 


4.  Requests  the  physicians  familiar  with  the 
metric  system  to  help  their  confreres  and  the  drug- 
gists in  its  application ;  and  the  delegates  present 
at  this  session  to  work  up  the  acceptance  of  the 
metric  system  by  their  respective  county  and  State 
societies. 

5.  Requests  our  president  to  name  a  metric  ex- 
ecutive committee,  of  which  he  shall  be  the  ex- 
officzo  chairman,  and  whose  task  will  be  to  give 
unity  and  rapidity  to  this  metric  movement. 

On  motion,  they  were  adopted. 

Dr.  Chaille,  of  New  Orleans,  offered  a  resolution 
that  congress  be  petitioned  to  allow  any  student  of 
scientific  pursuits  to  import  free  of  duty  any  one 
book  for  his  own  use.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Brodie,  of  Detroit,  referred  to  judicial  coun- 
cil a  query  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  use  of  patent 
medicines,  and  a  resolution  declaring  such  use 
against  the  code  of  ethics. 

Some  amendments  were  laid  over  to  next  year. 

Adjourned.  « 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  various  sections  finished  their  business  in 
the  afternoon  and  adjourned.  The  papers  were 
interesting  and  the  spectators  seemed  as  much  in- 
terested as  the  scientific  gentlemen  who  took  part 
in  the  discussions.  The  following  is  a  summary  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  five  sections. 

THE  FIRST  SECTION. 

Practice  of  medicine,  materia  medica  and  physi- 
ology. Dr.  Thos.  F.  Rochester,  of  Buffalo,  chair- 
man ;  Dr.  W.  C.  Glasgow,  of  St.  Louis,  secretary. 

The  section  met  in  the  Opera  House  at  3  o'clock 
P.  M.     Called  to  order  by  the  chairman. 

The  paper  in  order  was  from  Dr.  G.  F.  Cooper, 
of  Georgia,  on  "Veratrum  Viride  and  its  Uses." 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  Dr.  Cooper 
to  read  his  paper,  the  doctor  had  not  more  than 
half  finished  the  reading.  The  chairman  asked  if 
there  was  any  objection  to  Dr.  Cooper's  continu- 
ing the  reading.  There  being  no  objection.  Dr. 
Cooper  finished  his  paper. 

The  paper,  though  a  long  one,  was  listened  to 
with  marked  attention  by  every  one  present. 

Dr.  Shoemaker,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the 
paper  be  referred  to  a  subcommittee  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair.     The  motion  was  carried. 

The  second  paper  in  order  was  one  by  Dr.  Glas- 
gow, of  Missouri,  on  "Plastic  Bronchitis,"  with 
cases.  This  was  a  valuable  and  interesting  paper. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  the  paper  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee  to  be  appointed  by 
the  chair. 

Dr.  Rochester,  having  to  leave  the  hall  to  meet 
another  section,  he  called  Dr.  Cooper,  of  Georgia, 
to  the  chair. 

The  next  paper  in  order  was  one  by  Dr.  Shoe- 
maker, of  Philadelphia,  on  "  Inflammation  of  the 
Hair  Follicles  of  the  Beard." 

This  was  an  interesting  paper,  well  read  and 
well  received.  1 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Banks,  of  Georgia,  the  paper     \ 
was  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  be  appointed 
by  the  chair. 

There  being  no  other  business,  the  section  ad- 
journed. 

THE  SECOND  SECTION. 

The  section  on  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women 
and  children  met  at  3  o'clock  in  the  senate  cham- 
ber, and  was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  chairman  called  Dr.  Barilett  to  the  chair, 
and  the  section  took  under  discussion  the  annual 
address  of  the   chairman,  which  had  been  deliv- 
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ered  in  the  morning  to  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, 

Dr.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  alluded  to  the  chang- 
ing of  presentations  and  positions  of  the  foetus  by 
external  manipulation  prior  to  labor.  These 
changes  can  in  many  cases  be  effected  with  ease 
and  advantage.  HiS  efforts  to  convert  a  posterior 
position  of  the  occiput  into  an  anterior  one  and 
maintain  it  have  been  uniformly  abortive.  There 
is  something  peculiar  in  these  cases  which  makes 
them  very  obstinate.  He  does  not  feel  that  the 
question  whether  the  cord  is  to  be  ligated  early 
or  late  after  labor  is  an  important  one.  His  prac- 
tice is  to  ligate  as  soon  as  pulsation  in  the  cord 
ceases.  He  does  not  bandage  the  abdomen  after 
turning  the  child  in  utero. 

Dr.  Marcy,  of  Massachusetts,  remarked  upon 
Dr.  Garland's  method  of  treating  prolapse  of  the 
cord  by  rotating  the  body  of  the  foetus  in  the 
uterus,  and  thus  winding  the  cord  around  the 
body. 

Dr.  Morris,  of  Ohio,  doubted  the  propriety  and 
success  of  these  efforts  to  turn  in  the  eighth  or 
ninth  month. 

Dr.  Lewis  explained  that  the  manipulation  is 
then  effected  with  greater  ease  and  safety. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Warner,  of  Boston,  Dr.  Bat- 
tey,  of  Georgia,  the  secretary,  was  requested  to 
return  to  the  custody  of  the  section  the  paper  upon 
tubo-ovarian  pregnancy,  read  by  him  Tuesday,  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lication. 

Dr.  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  opened  the  discus- 
sion on  the  subject  of  pessaries.  His  experience 
and  extended  study  of  the  subject  of  })essariea 
gave  to  his  remarks  a  practical  value  which  was 
iuily  appreciated. 

Dr.  Fallen,  of  New  York,  differed  from  Dr. 
Smith  in  toto  as  to  the  etiology  of  displacements. 
He  did  not  believe  in  the  Hodee  theory,  to  which, 
it  seemed,  that  Dr.  Smith  adhered. 

Dr.  Pallen's  remarks  were  very  interesting  even 
to  an  unscientific  hearer,  and  by  all  who  entered 
fully  into  their  philosophy  they  were  very  valuable, 
as  well  as  pleasant. 

After  further  investigation  and  discussion  the 
section  adjourned. 

THE   THIRD   SECTION. 

Surgery  and  anatomy.  Called  to  order  by  the 
chairman.  Dr.  Moses  Gunn.  Minutes  of  last  meet- 
ing read  and  confirmed. 

The  secretary  presented  a  paper  for  Dr.  William 
Scott,  entitled  "  Ecraseur  for  Removal  of  Uterine 
Tumors,"  invented  by  himself. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  J.  Weist,  of  Indiana, 
on  the  treatment  of  hemorrhoidal  tumors  by  car- 
bolic acid  injections.  The  following  gentlemen 
discussed  it :  Dr.  A.  C.  Post,  of  New  York ;  Dr. 
Byrd,  of  Illinois;  Dr.  Dawson,  of  Ohio;  Dr. 
Quinby,  of  New  Jersey  ;  Dr.  Murphy,  of  St.  Paul, 
Mmn. ;  Dr.  Brown,  of  Texas;  Dr.  Smith,  of  Michi- 
gan :  Dr.  Cook,  of  Louisiana. 

The  secretary  called  attention  to  the  action  of 
the  association,  in  referring  to  this  section  the 
question  of  dividing  the  section  for  recominenda- 
tion. 

After  some  discussion.  Dr.  Maddox  withdrew 
the  resolution. 

Dr.  Maddox,  of  Maryland,  read  a  paper  concern- 
ing the  nature  of  gonorrhoea. 

Dr.  Dodge  moved  that  Dr.  Maddox's  paper  be 
referred  to  committee  without  any  discussion, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Dr.  T.  y.  Rocnester  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Peri- 
typhliiic  Abscess  opening  into  the  Bladder  and 
Rectum,"  with  pathological  specimen. 


Dr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  regular  order  of 
business  be  suspended,  and  Dr.  Sayre  be  allowed 
to  apply  the  plaster  of  Paris  jacket. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Dr.  Sayre  said  under  no  circumstance  would  he 
interfere  with  the  regular  order  of  business,  as 
the  gentlemen  had  prepared  their  papers  to  be 
read,  and  he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  take  their 
time. 

The  next  paper  in  order  was  by  A.  M.  Pollock, 
of  Pennsylvania,  a  new  instrument  fur  the  admin- 
istration of  anaesthetics. 

The  regular  order  of  business  being  done. 
Dr.  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  assisted  by 
his  son  Charley,  applied  the  plaster  of  Paris  jacket 
to  two  patients. 

The  section  had  its  largest  meeting  yesterday 
evening,  and  the  greatest  of  attention  was  given 
every  movement  of  Dr.  Sayre. 

Dr.  Sayre  has  opened  up  one  of  the  largest  fields 
in  the  science  of  medicine. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

THE  FOURTH  SECTION. 

The  section  on  State  Medicine  met  yesterday 
afternoon  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Cabell,  the  former 
chairman,  the  section  was  called  to  order  by  Dr. 
J.  F.  Hibbard.of  Indiana,  the  chairman  elect. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Chaille,  of  New  Orleans,  presented  a 
series  of  resolutions  looking  to  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  on  medical  organization.  On  motion, 
the  report  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Chaille  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  publication. 

A  paper  on  the  medical  examiner  system  of 
Massachusetts  was  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  publication. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Billings,  of  Washington, 
chairman  of  the  section  on  the  question  ot  hos- 
pitals, was  read.  It  was  referred  to  the  committee 
of  publication,  with  instructions  to  consult  with 
Dr.  Billings  as  to  the  manner  of  publication,  etc. 

The  report  was  accompanied  by  diagrams  and 
lithographic  illustrations  of  hospitals  for  small 
towns,  on  approved  plans. 

Dr.  Alban  S.  Payne,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  paper 
on  the  treatment  of  small-pox  in  the  stages  of  mi- 
tial  fever. 

Thg  section  then  adjourned. 

THE   FIFTH   SECTION. 

The  section  of  ophthalmology  met  in  the  finance 
chamber  of  the  senate  at  9  A.  M.,  Dr.  H.  Knapp  in 
the  chair. 

A  paper  had  been  expected  from  Dr.  White,  of 
Baltimore',  at  this  session,  on  "  Color  Blindness," 
and  a  feeling  of  disappointment  was  manifested  at 
his  absence. 

The  only  paper  was  by  Dr.  Knapp.  Subject — 
•'  Mastoid  Disease."  Dr.  Knapp  presented  a  fine 
number  of  specimens,  and  illustrated  on  the  black- 
board disease  changes  of  the  eyeball  and  ear.  The 
paper  was  intensely  interesting  and  gave  rise  to  a 
discussion  that  lasted  until  nearly  12  o'clock.  Drs. 
Leartus  Connor,  Pope,  Williams,  Calhoun,  Smith, 
and  Voorhees  took  an  active  part. 

After  the  subject  had  been  thoroughly  discussed 
it  was  announced  that  all  the  paperb  of  the  section 
had  been  read  and  their  work,  so  to  speak,  com- 
pleted.    The  section,  therefore,  adjourned  sine  die, 

FOURTH  DAY. 

Friday. 
The  convention   met  at   9.30   o'clock  and  was 
called  to  order  by  President  Parvin. 

Communications  from  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments were  read. 
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Reports  from  all  the  five  sections  were  read. 
These  reports  contained  the  subjects  on  which  the 
sections  treated.  The  previous  reports  of  the  sec- 
tions gave  a  full  account  of  these  transactions. 

A  resolution  passed  by  the  section  on  State  medi- 
cine, looking  to  the  thorough  organization  of  State 
societies  and  prescribing  stricter  rules  for  admission 
into  the  American  medical  association,  was  passed. 

A  communication  from  the  California  medical 
association,  pressing  the  necessity  of  a  national 
quarantine,  was  read  and  referred. 

The  president  appointed  the  following  com- 
mittees : 

To  represent  the  Association  abroad —  Drs.  Se- 
guin,  Yandell,  D.  A.  Costa,  Gunn,  Turnbull,  War- 
ren and  J.  T.  Hodgson. 

Delegates  to  Canadian  Association  —  Drs.  H. 
Hutchins,  W.  Brodie. 

On  Dr.  Chaille's  resolution  on  public  hygiene 
and  its  regulation  by  Congress — Drs.  Pratt,  Davis, 
Garcelon,  Gross  and  Bell. 

The  committee  on  nominations  reported  their 
work  complete  and  presented  the  following  report : 

Time  of  meeting — First  Tuesday  in  June,  1880. 
Place — New  York. 

Committee  on  prize  essays — Drs.  Austin  Flint, 
chairman ;  Alfred  C.  Post,  Joseph  Hutchinson, 
J.  W.  S.  Gouley,  Montrose  H.  Fallen,  all  of  New 
York. 

Members  of  section  on  State  medicine,  public 
hygiene,  etc. — Drs.  W.  H.  Hawkins,  Arkansas ; 
Jerome  Cochrane,  Alabama;  W.  F.  Cherry,  Cali- 
fornia ;  C.  Dennison,  Colorado ;  C.  A.  Lindley, 
Connecticut ;  Wm,  Marshall,  Delaware ;  Thomas 
Autisell,  District  of  Columbia  ;  J.  P.  Wall,  Florida; 
J.  P.  Logan,  Georgia ;  S.  Brondeis,  Kentucky ; 
S.  E.  Chaille,  Louisiana;  A.  P.  Snow,  Maine  ;  T.  B. 
Evans,  Maryland  ;  H.  L  Bowditch,  Massachusetts  ; 
H.  B.Baker,  Michigan;  C.  N.  Hewitt,  Minnesota; 
Wirt  Johnson,  Mississippi ;  H.  H.  Mudd,  Missouri; 
J.  Black,  Nebraska ;  G.  P.  Conn,  New  Hampshire ; 
D.  O.  English,  New  Jersey;  A.  N.  Bell,  New  York; 
J.  C.  Walker,  North  Carolina ;  J.  C.  Reeve,  Ohio ; 
H.  Carpenter,  Oregon;  Benjamin  Lee,  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  E.  M.  Snow,  Rhode  Island  ;  R.  A.  Kinlock, 
South  Carolina  ;  T.  A.  Achison,  Tennessee  ;  H.  W. 
Brown,  Texas ;  F.  D.  Cunningham,  Virginia ;  L.  C. 
Butler,  Vermont;  E.  A.  Hildreth,  West  Virginia; 
J.  T.  Reese,  Wisconsin ;  Joseph  R.  Smith,  United 
States  army ;  A.  L.  Guion,  United  States  army. 

The  committee  also  reported  regulations  of 
printing  the  proceedings  of  the  association  and  the 
deposit  of  its  funds. 

The  address  of  Dr.  Hermann  Knapp,  of  New 
York,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ophthal- 
mology, was  next  in  order.  It  was  an  able  paper, 
giving  both  the  theoretical  and  practical  knowl- 
edge of  one  of  the  ablest  ophthalmologists  in 
America.  The  address  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  publication. 

The  committee  on  prize  essays  reported  only  one 
essay  for  a  prize.  This  was  written  by  Dr.  Mc- 
Lane  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  and  was  on  the 
subject  of  primary  and  secondary  (local)  degener- 
ation of  the  lateral  columns  of  the   spinal  cord. 


The  committee  highly  commend  the  essay,  and 
recommend  that  a  prize  of  $100  be  awarded  for 
it.  An  essay  on  "Explorations  in  Physiology" 
was  highly  commended,  but  the  second  prize  was 
withheld. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  said  it  gave  him 
peculiar  pleasure  to  offer  one  resolution.  He  then 
read  a  resolution  of  thanks,  in  which  he  expressed 
the  hearty  gratitude  of  the  association  to  the  vari- 
ous railroads  in  the  country  who  had  extended 
favors,  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  Sa- 
vannah, to  the  local  press,  for  courteous  attention 
and  accurate  reports,  to  the  committee  of  local 
arrangements,  to  the  medical  fraternity  of  the  city, 
and  last,  in  glowing  language,  to  the  people  of 
"  the  queen  city  of  the  empire  State  of  the  South," 
as  the  resolutions  termed  Atlanta. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote  of  the  association. 

The  last  business  in  order  was  the  installment 
of  the  new  officers. 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  the  president 
elect,  came  forward,  and  Dr.  Theophilus  Parvin,of 
Indianapolis,  the  retiring  president,  thus  addressed 
the  body: 

Gentlemen  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion— Less  than  one  year  ago  we  met  in  a  great 
city  of  the  empire  State  of  the  North.  To-day  we 
are  to  part  in  a  great  city  of  the  empire  State  of  the 
South.  Then  we  stood  where  we  could  almost 
hear  the  roar  of  Niagara.  To-day  we  are  in  this 
beautiful  city,  with  its  kindly  hearts,  its  profusion 
of  lovely  flowers — its  warm  welcomes  sweet  as  the 
spring-time  air.  Here,  in  the  gladness  of  spring, 
with  its  buds  and  its  blossoms,  its  beautiful  em- 
blems speaking  to  us  of  life  and  the  resurrection  of 
life.  [Applause.]  One  year  ago  you  honored  me. 
I  thank  you  for  it.  I  hope  I  have  not  disgraced 
that  honor,  though  I  am  aware  I  have  not  fully 
met  its  requirements.  To-day  I  resign  the  chair 
to  one  whose  name  is  not  only  known  throughout 
our  own  land,  but  is  recognized  and  honored 
abroad  wherever  the  fame  of  American  surgery  has 
reached  —  Dr.  Louis  A.  Sayre,  of  New  York,  the 
president  elect  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion.    [Applause.] 

Dr.  Sayre  took  the  chair,  and  said :  "Gentlemen 
— I  cannot  fully  express  to  you  the  sense  of  my 
appreciation  of  the  honor  you  have  conferred  on 
me.  I  think  no  man  can  hold  a  higher  or  more 
honorable  position  than  that  of  president  of  the 
American  Medical  Association.  Oh,  that  I  had 
the  tongue  of  a  Parvin  or  a  Grissom,  that  I  might 
speak  to  you  as  I  feel.  But  I  cannot  express  that 
which  fills  my  heart.  I  thank  you  for  the  honor, 
and  will  perform  the  duties  of  my  office  as  best  I 
can."     [Applause.] 

Dr.  Parvin  then  said  to  the  association  :  "  The 
hour  of  adjournment  is  now  at  hand.  I  wish  you 
many  happy  returns  of  the  pleasant  occasion  which 
is  now  passing  from  us — happy  returns  to  your 
loved  ones  at  home,  and  long  life  and  prosperity  to 
you  all."     [Applause.] 

The  association  then  adjourned  sine  die,  and  the 
thirtieth  session  became  a  matter  of  history. 
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Book  Reviews. 


Forest  and  Stream,  and   Rod  and   Gun. — The 

American  Sportsman's  Journal. — A  weekly  24- 
page  paper  devoted  to  Field  Sports,  Practical  Natu- 
ral History,  Fish  Culture,  Protection  of  Game, 
Preservation  of  Forests,  Yachting  and  Boating, 
Rifle  Practice,  and  all  Out-door  Recreations  and 
Study.  This  is  the  only  journal  in  the  country 
that  fully  supplies  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
gentleman  sportsman.  Terms,  $4  a  year.  Send 
for  a  specimen  copy.  Forest  and  Stream  Publish- 
ing Co.,  1 1 1  Fulton  street.  New  York. 

Also,  publishers  of  Hallock's  Sportstnan's  Ga- 
zetteer, the  most  comprehensive  cyclopaedia  of 
American  sport,  and  the  recognized  standard  au- 
thority.    909  pages.     Price  $3. 

Clinical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Liver, 
by  Frerichs,  Vol.  II. — This  is  the  fourth  volume 
of  "  Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical  Au- 
thors." The  contents  of  this  volume  are:  ist. 
The  Pigment  Liver.  2d.  Hyperasmia  of  the  Liver, 
and  its  Consequences.  3d.  Inflammation  of  the 
Liver,  its  various  Forms  and  Consequences.  4th. 
The  Waxy,  Lardaceous,  or  Amyloid  Degeneration 
of  the  Liver ;  and,  5th,  Hypertrophy  of  the  Liver. 

The  next  issue  will  complete  the  treatise,  and  as 


"  Frerichs  on  the  Liver  "  cannot  be  had  otherwise 
than  in  the  form  now  published,  we  advise  all  to 
subscribe  at  once  for  the  whole  series;  $12  per 
annum,  for  12  volumes.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  27 
Great  Jones  street,  New  York  city. 

An  Address  upon  the  Life  and  Character  of 
Lunsford-Pitts  Yandell,  M.  D.,  Late  President 
Elect  of  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society. — 
Delivered  before  the  Kentucky  State  Medical  So- 
ciety, at  the  meeting  held  in  Frankfort,  April,  1878. 
By  Richard  O.  Cowling,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Surgical  Pathology  and  Operative  Surgery  in 
the  University  of  Louisville,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Necrology  for  1878  in  the  Kentucky 
State  Medical  Society.  Reprint  from  the  Transac- 
tions, 1878. 

Correction. — In  our  notice  of  the  Gardener's 
Monthly  and  Horticulturist  last  month  our  printer 
inadvertently  gave  the  name  of  the  publisher  as 
Charles  H.  Narcot,  314  Chestnut  street,  Philadel- 
phia, instead  of  Charles  H.  Marot,  814  Chestnut 
street,  as  he  should  have  done.  We  take  the  liberty 
of  making  this  correction  simply  to  rectify  the 
error  of  our  printer,  although  we  feel  sure  that  the 
publisher  of  the  Gardener  s  Monthly  is  too  well 
known  to  our  literary  friends  to  make  any  such 
correction  necessary. 


Clippings. 


CoTO  Bark  in  the  Diarrhcea  of  Children. 
— During  the  early  part  of  this  summer  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  use  of  the  bark  of  the  quina 
cota  of  Bolivia,  South  America,  a  drug  compara- 
tively unknown  to  the  profession  of  this  country, 
but  which  has  been  very  successfully  used  in  Ger- 
many and  South  America. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  its  use  are  its  tonic 
and  specific  action  without  narcotism  in  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  and  chronic  diarrhoea. 

Prof.  Wittstein,  of  Munich,  was  the  first  to  an- 
alyze it  in  1875,  and  found   that   it   contained  an 


alkaloid  called  cotoi'n,  which  was  difficult  to  isolate, 
and  a  resinous  substance. 

There  are  several  trees  of  the  coto  species,  some 
of  which  yield  paracotoin  instead  of  cotoin,  the 
former  seeming  to  bear  the  same  relation  to  the 
latter  (cotoin)  as  cinchonidia  to  quinia. 

Prof.  Von  Gietl,  also  of  Munich,  reports  the  re- 
sult in  eighteen  cases  {^Pharjnaceutische  Central- 
halle,  1876),  seventeen  of  which  were  successful, 
the  failure  occurring  in  the  diarrhoea  of  pulmonary 
phthisis. 

My  first  case  was  that  of  Ellen  D.,  age  32,  who 
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Given 
every 

Number 

Age. 

Time  sick. 

Passage  ever>- 

Dose. 

of  times 
given. 

Remarks. 

EUen  D 

32  years. 

10  days. 

Few  minutes. 

gr.    V. 

3   hours. 

17 

Cured. 

Lizzie  L . . . . 

2  months. 

I  week. 

}^  hour. 

gtt.  viij. 

4 

i( 

Margt.  C. .  . . 

2^    " 

I      " 

M       " 

gtt.  viij. 

4 

Decreased  from  3  per  day,  and  then 
passed  from  under  observation. 

Mary  McG . . 

3  .     " 

5  days. 

M      " 

gtt.  viij. 

9 

Cured. 

John  C 

5        " 

I  week. 

%      " 

gtt.  viij. 

8 

u 

James  J 

11        " 

4  days. 

I         " 

gtt.  viij. 

5 

(( 

Margt.  W. . . 

16 

10      " 

M     " 

gtt.  viij. 

4 

(I 

John  J 

13 

10      " 

I 

gtt.   X. 

12 

( I 

Theresa  B . . 

3  weeks. 

2  weeks. 

Few  minutes. 

gtt.  ij. 

7  days. 

Decreased  to  5  or  6  per  day  and 
then  passed  from  observation. 

Thomas  J. . . 

5  months. 

10  days. 

J^  hour. 

gtt.  vj. 

6 

Cured. 

Edward  D . . 

13        " 

10      " 

y^    " 

gtt.  vj. 

10 

Ann  P 

50  years. 

4  weeks. 

10  per  day. 

gr.    V. 

6 

George  P . . . 

15  months. 

1      " 

20         " 

gtt.  viij. 

5 

Julia  D 

2 

10  days. 

I  hour. 

gtt.  viij. 

I  day. 

Charles  C. . . 

18 

10.    " 

M     " 

gtt.  xij. 

I     " 

Patrick  S... 

32  years. 

I  week. 

I       " 

gr.   V. 

6 

Ann  K 

M    " 

2      " 

^     " 

gtt.  vj. 

9 

Ellen  S 

I        " 

1      " 

5^    " 

gtt.  viij. 

12 

James  M 

M    " 

2      " 

^     " 

g:tt.  viij. 

2  days. 

John  J 

iM    " 

2      " 

Few  minutes. 

gtt.  X. 

6 

Mary  S 

^%    " 

2      " 

10 

gtt.   X. 

12 

Ellen  W.... 

i^    " 

lo  days. 

}4  hour. 

gtt.   X. 

3 

Carrie  D 

M    " 

I  week. 

^       " 

gtt.   X. 

1  day. 

Ann  G 

53        " 

I      " 

I 

gr.   v. 

10 

Albert  S.... 

26       " 

3      " 

1 

gr.  V. 

8 

Mary  W.... 

M   " 

I      " 

M      " 

gtt.   X. 

2  days. 

William  F.. 

23      " 

2      " 

I 

gr.    V. 

9 

Frederick  S. . 

J4    " 

I      " 

H      " 

gtt.   X. 

2  days. 

Died. 
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had  been  sick  ten  days  with  a  constant  diarrhoea. 
At  my  first  visit  (August  12,  1878)  I  found  her 
confined  to  the  bed,  quite  emaciated,  and  with  a 
small  thready  pulse  of  130. 

I  prescribed  grs.  v  of  the  pulv.  coto  cort.  in  the 
form  of  a  pill,  and  ordered  one  to  be  given  every 
three  hours. 

The  next  day  (August  13th)  there  were  only  five 
or  six  passages,  and  they  gradually  decreased  in 
frequency  until  August  i6th,  when  the  diarrhoea 
ceased,  and  she  was  beginning  to  feel  quite  strong. 

The  result  being  so  satisfactory,  I  resolved  to 
try  it  in  the  diarrhoea  of  children,  but  as  they  will 
not  take  pills,  and  the  powder  is  so  irritating  to  the 
pharynx,  I  prefer  the  elixir. 

The  number  of  cases  being  quite  large,  I  will  re- 
port a  few  in  full,  and  tabulate  the  balance. 

Lizzie  L.,  age  2  months,  has  been  sick  one  week, 
with  a  passage  every  half  hour;  prescribed  gtts. 
viij  of  the  elixir  in  a  teaspoonful  of  sweetened 
water,  every  hour,  and  after  four  doses  the  diarrhoea 
stopped. 

Margaret  W.,  age  lyi,  years,  had  been  suffering 
ten  days  with  entero-colitis,  havirg  a  passage  every 
quarter  hour,  and  could  retain  nothing  upon  her 
stomach  ;  ordered  gtts.  viij,  every  fifteen  minutes 
for  the  first  hour,  afterward  hourly;  the  discharges 
stopped  at  the  end  of  four  hours. 

Thos.  J.,  age  5  months,  had  been  suffering  with 
entero-coli'is  ten  days;  prescribed  gtts.  vj  every 
hour,  first  hour  four  times,  and  in  six  hours  it 
stopped. 

Geo.  P.,  age  i  %  years,  had  been  sick  one  week 
with  entero-colitis,  having  about  two  passages  per 
day;  ordered  gtts.  viij  every  hour,  first  hour  four 
times;  in  five  hours  all  the  symptoms  were  arrested 

The  drug  has  proved  beneficial  in  every  case 
that  has  fallen  under  my  observation,  excepting 
one;  many  of  them  were  apparently  hopeless;  the 
failure  occurred  in  a  strumous  child,  Fred  S.,  with 
acute  bronchitis. 

1  wouM  cheerfully  recommend  to  the  profession 
the  use  of  this  drug. — Stoyell  C.  Parsons,  M.  D., 
in  the  Medical  Record, 

[For  further  information  relative  to  this  new 
remedy  see  New  Preparations,  March,  1879. 
page  73.— Ed.] 

Rhus  Aromatica. — Those  who  were  present 
at  the  meetmgof  the  Missouri  State  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Society,  held  in  St.  Louis  in  May,  1878,  will 
doubtless  remember  that  I  read  an  article  upon  the 
subject  of  "New  Remedies,"  more  particularly 
bearing  upon  a  new  remedy  which  I  denominated 
by  its  common  name,  "stink"  or  "skunk  bush." 
I  was  wholly  unaware  of  its  botanical  name  at  that 
time.  I  had  carefully  searched  all  the  authorities 
that  I  had,  and  also  those  of  my  medical  friends,  but 
all  without  avail,  and  it  was  not  until  recently  that 
I  was  able  to  obtain  any  information  concerning 
this  shrub.  By  the  aid  of  Prof.  Albert  Merrill,  ol 
St.  Louis,  I  have  been  able  to  determine  its  botan- 
ical name  to  be  "  rhus  aromatica,"  a  short  descrip- 
tion of  which  is  found  in  Wood's  Class-Book  of 
Botany,  page  203 ;  also  in  Gray's  Botany. 

It  belongs  to  the  sumach  family,  and  the  third 
species  of  rhus.  To  the  first  class  belongs  the 
non-poisonous  variety,  of  which  rhus-glabra  is  a 
sample;  to  the  second  class  belongs  the  poisonous 
variety,  of  which  rhus  tox.  is  a  sample,  and  the 
rhus  aromatica  forms  a  species  by  itself.  It  grows 
tolerably  abundant  in  central  Missouri.  It  inhabits 
high  rocky  soil,  showing  a  preference  for  roadsides 
and  fence  corners,  though  it  grows  in  open  woods. 
It  grows  from  two  to  six  feet  high,  in  clusters, 
stems  straight,  making  nfcierous  branches  near  the 


top ;  do  not  remember  color  of  flowers,  but  the  shrub 
has  a  red,  seedy  and  excessively  acid  fruit,  forming 
dense  clusters.  The  bark  of  the  root  is  the  part 
used,  and  the  form  in  which  I  use  it  altogether 
now,  is  in  the  form  of  a  saturated  tincture.  I  usu- 
ally bruise  eight  ounces  of  the  crude  material  and 
add  sixteen  fluid  ounces  of  alcohol  76  per  cent,  let 
stand  fourteen  days,  then  draw  off  and  filter,  and 
I  have  a  beautiful,  amber-colored  tincture,  not  un- 
pleasant to  smell  or  taste.  With  alcohol,  syrup, 
water  or  glycerine  it  makes  a  splendid  prescription. 
I  will  further  state  before  leaving  this  part  of  my 
subject,  that  I  believe  the  above  to  be  the  most  de- 
sirable strength  for  this  article.  Because  of  a  res- 
inous principle  which  the  root  contains,  I  am  not 
able  to  produce  a  fluid  preparation  that  will  repre- 
sent more  than  eleven  ounces  of  the  crude  material 
to  the  pound  of  tincture.  Although  this  remedy 
has  been  known  to  our  family  for  thirty  years  or 
more,  yet  its  properties  and  uses  are  largely  unde- 
veloped. It  was  successfully  used  by  my  grand- 
father for  many  years  as  a  sovereign  remedy  in  the 
the  treatment  of  diabetes,  and  to  this  alone  he  con- 
fined it,  and  for  many  years  after  was  used  in  the 
saine  capacity  by  my  father.  He  it  was,  I  believe, 
who  first  suggested  its  use  in  other  diseased  con- 
ditions. My  individual  experience  with  the  remedy 
proves  to  me  beyond  a  doubt  that  it  is  a  remedv  of 
immense  value,  and  further,  that  it  seems  to  fill  a 
place  heretofore  unoccupied  by  any  drng;  and  the 
experiences  of  Drs.  Pitzer,  Merrill  and  Younkin,  to 
whom  I  furnished  samples  about  a  year  ago,  agree 
with  mine,  in  so  far  as  they  have  used  it.  Dr. 
Kent,  of  St.  Louis,  to  whom  I  also  furnished  a 
sample,  has  tested  the  remedy  in  one  case  only, 
that  of  diabetes,  without  success,  which,  I  think, 
was  largely  due  to  the  large  dose  which  he  gave, 
which  was  more  than  double  that  recommended 
by  Vie  or  anv  other  person  acquainted  with  it ; 
yet  it  can  hardly  be  claimed  that  this  or  any 
other  remedy  will  cure  all  cases  or  conditions  for 
which  it  is  recommended ;  and  I  doubt  not  that 
this  remedy  will  be  "at  once  discarded  by  many 
physicians  who  fail  in  their  first  attempts  with  it, 
because  of  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  its  action  upon 
the  animal  economy,  and  its  consequent  powers  in 
opposing  disease-action. 

I  will  now  give  a  few  provings  of  my  experience 
in  practice  for  the  last  eight  months,  and  leave  the 
subject  with  my  readers  for  the  present. 

Case  i. — Mr.  C.,  laborer  on  railroad,  called  June 
5,  Slating  that  he  was  passing  almost  clear  blood 
from  his  bowels,  and  that  his  powers  were  giving 
away  so  fast  that  he  could  hardly  walk ;  patient 
presented  the  usual  characteristics  of  dysentery ; 
countenance  anxious,  face  pale,  bowels  flabby. 
Prescribed  rhus  aromatica  §  j,  fifteen  drops  after 
each  stool,  with  boiled  milk  diet ;  no  other  medi- 
cine necessary.  Made  a  complete  recovery  in  four 
or  five  days. 

Case  2.— Willie  V.  The  father  of  this  little  boy 
called  June  19th,  stating  that  his  little  son  was 
suffering  from  diarrhoea,  and  that  he  had  a  stool 
as  often  as  every  hour,  which  gushed  from  him 
like  water;  no  particular  pain  or  fever,  but  that  he 
was  very  pale  and  weak,  I  gave  him  rhus  aromat- 
ica 3  ss.,  and  ordered  it  to  be  given  in  five-drop 
doses  every  hour,  or  after  every  stool  at  least ;  and 
with  proper  care  and  diet,  the  little  boy  recovered 
rapidly. 

The  history  of  the  next  seven  cases  treated  with 
this  remedy  were  similar  to  those  above.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  they  were  cases  calling  for  a  remedy 
containing  an  astringent.  Hence  in  bowel  diseases 
I  would  not  think  of  giving  rhus  aromatica,  where 
the  pulse  is  much  accelerated,  patient  restless, 
skin  dry  and  hot.     My  prescription  for  infants  is 
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ten  to  twenty  drops  of  the  tincture  to  a  half  glass 
of  water:  dose,  teaspoonful. 

Case  10. — Annie  M.  had  been  troubled  several 
years  with  an  inability  to  retain  the  urine ;  was  in- 
formed that  she  had  wet  the  bed  almost  every 
night,  and  herself  during  the  day,  for  several  years. 
Her  mother  stated  that  she  had  tried  almost  every 
remedy  recommended  for  this  troublesome  and 
disagreeable  malady,  but  without  any  permanent 
benefit.  I  gave  her  an  ounce  vial  of  the  tincture, 
and  ordered  five  drops  to  be  taken  three  times  a 
day;  as  the  case  progressed,  to  stop  the  dose  at 
noon,  then  the  morning  dose,  and  finally,  the  dose 
at  night  At  the  expiration  of  six  weeks  all  invol- 
untary flow  had  ceased,  and  sufficient  time  has 
elapsed  for  me  to  pronounce  a  permanent  cure. 

Case  ii. — Mr.  B.,  aged  59,  called  August  31, 
stating  that  for  more  than  a  year  he  had  been  un- 
able to  prevent  a  constant  dribbling  of  urine  which 
made  his  condition  miserable,  rendering  him  dis- 
agreeable and  offensive,  not  only  to  himself,  but 
to  those  around  him,  and  that  he  had  heard  that  I 
could  cure  such  conditions.  The  conditions  being 
favorable  to  the  use  of  rhus  aromatica.  I  accord- 
ingly ordered  him  to  take  ten  drops  four  or  five 
times  a  day.  The  improvement  was  marked  from 
the  beginning,  and  after  eight  weeks  he  was  able 
to  hold  his  urine  to  unusual  distention  of  the  blad- 
der. My  twelfth  case  was  one  of  enuresis,  similar 
to  the  tenth ;  made  a  good  recovery. 

Case  13  was  one  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  follow- 
ing abortion ;  and  just  here  I  will  leave  my  sub- 
ject for  a  month. 

In  my  next  I  will  speak  of  the  use  of  rhus  aro- 
matica in  haematuria,  uterine  hemorrhage,  men- 
orrhagia,  and  leucorrhoea. 

The  case  of  albuminuria  referred  to  in  my  article, 
published  in  the  February  number  of  the  journal, 
made  a  good  recovery,  and  so  far  is  enjoying  rea- 
sonable health.  But  before  leaving  my  subject  en- 
tirely, it  might  be  well  for  me  to  say  that,  owing  to 
recent  frauds  that  are  claimed  to  have  been  per- 
petrated upon  the  profession  by  designmg  physi- 
cians and  druggists,  in  palming  off  old  remedies 
under  new  names,  I  feel  a  delicacy  in  presenting 
this  remedy;  but  I  assure  the  profession  that  I  do 
it  from  an  honest  conviction,  that  I  am  present- 
ing a  remedy  of  great  merit,  and  that  my  object  is 
not  wholly  pecuniary  gain.  I  only  propose  to  furnish 
it  until  a  demand  is  created,  and  then  it  will  be 
furnished  by  the  drug  trade.  I  am  in  almost  daily 
receipt  of  letters  from  physicians  all  over  the  coun- 
try, asking  for  further  information,  and  samples  of 
the  tincture  and  herb.  The  universal  ejaculation 
is,  that  it  is  "just  what  they  have  been  looking 
for;"  i.e.,  it  fits  in  where  no  other  remedy  does. 
The  merits  of  rhus  aromatica  I  leave  for  the  pro- 
fession to  determine.  I  feel  sure  that  if  cases  are 
well  selected,  and  the  remedy  faithfully  and  prop- 
erly tried,  it  will  give  satisfaction  in  every  curable 
case.  I  am  confident  it  has  never  failed  me  when 
my  case  was  well  chosen. —  J.  T.  McClanahan, 
M.  D.,  in  American  Med.  Jour. 

Betonica  Officinalis.  —  {Wood  Betony)— 
This  plant  is  indigenous  to  many  parts  of  Europe, 
but  is  found  most  abundantly  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Germany. 

It  is  quite  a  small  and  beautiful  plant,  with 
many  leaves  rising  from  the  root,  broad  and  round 
and  indented  about  the  edges,  and  standing  upon 
long  foot-stalks.  From  these  rise  small,  slender, 
upright,  hairy  stalks,  with  leaves  at  the  joints, 
smaller  than  the  lower,  whereon  are  set  spiked 
heads  of  flowers  like  lavender,  but  thicker  and 
shorter,  and  of  a  reddish  or  purplish  color,  with 
white  spots  in  the   upper  and  lower  parts.     The 


seeds  are  nearly  black,  long  and  uneven  and  con- 
tained within  the  husks  that  hold  the  flowers. 
The  roots  are  many  pale-yellow  fibrous  strings. 
The  stalks  perish  soon  after  the  seeds  are  matured, 
but  the  roots,  with  many  leaves,  abide  all  winter. 
(Dr.  Herring.)  The  whole  plant  is  medicinal,  and 
may  be  readily  manufactured  into  tincture,  fluid 
extract,  or  solid  extract,  according  to  the  usual 
formulas. 

Physiological  Actions. — The  saturated  tincture 
and  the  fluid  extract  of  betonica  have  a  mild,  bit- 
ter taste  when  taken  into  the  mouth,  which  soon 
changes  to  a  feeling  of  warmth  about  the  fauces 
and  throat,  accompanied  with  a  considerable  flow 
of  saliva.  In  the  stomach  it  very  greatly  pro- 
motes the  flow  of  gastric  juice,  and  increased  ap- 
petite and  digestive  power  result  from  its  admin- 
istration. It  is,  therefore,  a  stomachic  tonic.  It 
also  increases  the  secretion  of  the  intestinal  mu- 
cous membrane— its  glandular  appendages — and, 
beyond  all  doubt,  very  greatly  promotes  the  flow 
of  bile.  As  a  result  of  this  increase  of  secretion, 
the  stools  become  softer  and  more  frequent  under 
its  use,  and  it  is  hence  styled  a  laxative.  It 
also  exerts  a  marked  influence  upon  the  renal  or- 
gans, increasing  elimination  of  both  the  solid  and 
fluid  portions  of  the  urine.  Its  action  upon  the 
sympathetic  nervous  system  is  that  of  a  tonic, 
as  it  very  materially  increases  the  power  of  the 
heart's  action,  and  the  capillary  circulation  be- 
comes more  energetic.  The  bodily  condition  is 
improved  and  constructive  metamorphosis  pro- 
moted by  its  administration. 

Therapy. — Betonica  officinalis  is  very  useful  as 
a  stomachic  tonic,  and  may  take  the  place  of  hy- 
drastis  canad.  and  columba  in  the  treatment  of 
atonic  dyspepsia.  If  taken  immediately  before 
meals,  it  will  cause  a  rapid  flow  of  gastric  juice, 
and  thus  hasten  digestion  and  prevent  the  forma- 
tion of  gases,  which  result  from  slow  and  imper- 
fect digestion,  and  frequently  cause  distressing 
headache. 

It  will  be  found  an  agent  of  excellent  utility  in 
duodenal  catarrh,  when  accompanied  hy  chronic 
catarrh  of  the  gall-ducts  and  jaundice.  Its  use 
in  these  affections  should  be  continued  for  some 
time.  When  a  catarrhal  state  of  the  cystic  duct — 
often  resulting  from  or  aggravated  by  catarrh  of 
the  duodenum — leads  to  inspissation  of  the  bile 
and  crystallization  of  the  cholesterin,  decided  bene- 
fit will  result  from  the  use  of  the  betonica. 

Constipation,  when  depending  on  deficient  se- 
cretion of  the  glandular  apparatus  of  the  intestinal 
canal  and  the  liver  (the  stools  being  dry  and^hard), 
may  be  overcome  by  this  remedy. 

But  if  the  constipation  is  habitual,  and  depends 
upon  torpor  of  the  muscular  layer  of  the  bowel 
as  well  as  a  lack  of  glandular  secretion,  betonica 
should  be  exhibited  with  belladonna. 

In  congestion  of  the  portal  circulation,  in  ca- 
tarrhal and  malarial  jaundice,  and  in  ascites, 
this  will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  prompt, 
thorough  and  efficient  agents  known  to  our  modern 
materia  medica.  Dr.  Herring,  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  has 
used  this  agent  for  some  years  in  his  extensive 
practice  in  Northern  Indiana,  and  it  was  mainly 
due  to  his  recommendations  that  I  was  induced  to 
test  the  agent  and  bring  it  to  the  attention  of  the 
profession.  Dr.  H.,  in  one  of  his  letters,  says : 
'•  There  is  no  other  single  remedy  in  the  materia 
medica  that  will  produce  better  and  more  perma- 
nent effects  in  the  cure  of  chronic  liver  affections 
than  this."  It  fulfills  a  great  variety  of  indications 
associated  with  many  chronic  diseases,  being  a  re- 
liable stomachic  tonic,  promoting  digestion,  as- 
similation, and  hence  constructive  metamorphosis, 
and  stimulating  the  emunctories  to    a  thorough 
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elimination  of  the  products  of  waste  or  effete  ma- 
terials which  cause  the  chronic  morbid  action. 
Our  medical  grandfathers  would  doubtless  wel- 
come this  new  remedy  as  "  an  alterative  of  great 
power,"  and  use  it  largely  to  eliminate  syphilitic 
and  scrofulous  poisons  from  the  blood.  My 
opinion  is  that  the  betonica  will  be  the  agent  to 
supplement  the  iodides  in  syphilitic  affections. 

Chronic  rheumatism,  requiring  a  tonic  and  re- 
nal depurant,  may  be  greatly  benefited,  if  not  en- 
tirely cured,  by  this  remedy.  The  betonica  is 
pleasant  in  taste,  and  efficient  in  its  action,  and 
can  be  used  in  all  cases  with  perfect  safety,  as  it 
appears  to  be  devoid  of  toxic  power. 

Some  Vienna  and  German  physicians  who  have 
had  much  clinical  experience  with  this  agent, 
esteem  it  very  highly. 

Dr.  Anton  Musa,  Court  Physician  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria,  has  recently  written  an  essay  on 
"  Betonica  Officinalis,"  in  which  he  recommends  it 
'm  forty-seven  different  diseases.  My  own  experi- 
ence with  it  fully  corroborates  the  high  opinion 
placed  upon  it  by  all  who  have  tested  it. — Prof. 
W.  H.  Davis,  in  Chicago  Medical  Times, 


Capsella  Bursa  Pastoris. — (Common  name, 
Shepherd' s  Purse.) — This  little  plant  is  one  of  the 
commonest  of  weeds,  growing  plentifully  in  waste 
places  and  along  the  roadside.  It  is  an  annual 
herb,  and  attains  a  height  of  from  a  foot  to 
eighteen  inches.  The  plant  takes  its  name  from 
the  seed-pods — capsella,  a  little  pod.  The  root- 
leaves  are  pinnatified,  or  toothed  ;  those  of  the 
stem  sagittate  and  partly  claspmg.  It  has  small, 
white  flowers,  followed  by  triangular  and  notched 
pods  in  a  long  raceme.  The  flower  consists  of 
four  sepals  and  four  petals,  six  stamens  (two  of 
them  shorter  than  the  other  four)  and  a  single  two- 
celled  pistil. 

The  plant  belongs  to  the  Cruciferae,  or  Mustard 
family,  a  class  of  herbs  having  a  watery  juice  of  a 
pungent  taste,  as  exemplified  in  horse-radish,  mus- 
tard, water-cress,  etc.  This  family  embraces  from 
twenty  to  thirty  species,  and  it  is  highly  probable 
that  they  all  possess  stimulant  and  diuretic  quali- 
ties in  a  marked  degree. 

Mustard  and  horse-radish  are  well  known  to  the 
profession,  and  in  general  use.  The  shepherd's 
purse,  although  employed  more  or  less  for  cen- 
turies, has  not  attained  that  degree  of  prominence 
to  which  its  virtues  justly  entitle  it.  While  we 
have  been  searching  regions  remote  for  remedies 
new  and  rare  and  costly,  there  has  been  growing 
at  our  feet  this  despised  little  plant,  having  locked 
up  within  itself  the  very  properties  we  need  to  com- 
bat certain  common  diseased  conditions.  Little  is 
yet  known  about  the  composition  of  this  agent. 
Like  the  other  members  of  the  cruciferae  family, 
it  probably  contains  a  volatile  oil,  an  alkaloid  prin- 
ciple and,  perhaps,  a  crystalline  substance.  The 
preparations  thus  far  in  use  are  an  infusion  and  a 
tincture.  Dose  of  the  latter,  fifteen  to  twenty 
drops  four  or  six  times  a  day. 

Actions  and  Uses. — There  is  much  to  be  learned 
in  regard  to  the  physiological  action  and  thera- 
peutic uses  of  capsella  bursa  pastoris.  All  that 
can  be  affirmed  of  it  at  present  is,  that  it  pos- 
sesses stimulant,  tonic,  and,  in  a  marked  degree, 
diuretic  powers.  In  small  doses  it  promotes  the 
appetite  and  digestive  power  and  acts  as  a  tonic  to 
all  mucous  surfaces.  It  acts  especially  upon  the 
urinary  tubes,  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  the  ureters 
and  the  bladder,  and  promotes  the  rapid  healing 
of  any  lesion  of  the  urinary  apparatus.  Its  ac- 
tion resembles  somewhat  that  of  hydrangea,  but 
its  sphere  of  influence  is  much  wider. 


This  remedy  is  applicable  to  many  forms  of  kid- 
ney troubles,  especially  those  of  a  chronic  nature, 
and  is  indicated  wherever  the  lithic  acid  diathesis 
prevails.  Dr.  Carl  Kissel  states  that  "  it  is  a  vas- 
cular remedy,  healing  affections  which  appear  as 
chronic  diarrhoea,  inflammation  of  the  kidneys 
with  sediment  of  uric  acid,  dropsy  of  the  abdo- 
men and  lower  extremities,  with  sympathetic  affec- 
tions, as  asthma,  dyspepsia,  etc."  For  elimination 
of  gravel. from  the  system  it  seems  to  be  a  most 
appropriate  and  efficacious  remedy,  and  relieves  in 
a  short  time  ascites  and  anasarca  resulting  from 
difiicult  or  deficient  action  of  the  kidneys. 

It  acts  most  favorably  in  vesical  hyperaesthesia, 
or  inflammation.  Prof.  N.  P.  Pearson,  who  first 
brought  this  agent  to  the  notice  of  the  profession 
in  this  city,  has  found  it  a  most  prompt  and  effica- 
cious remedy  in  cases  of  suppressed  urine. 

A  plant  so  common,  and  possessing  such  valu- 
able qualities  should  be  more  thoroughly  investi- 
gated. Let  practitioners  throughout  the  country 
give  it  a  fair  trial,  and  communicate  to  us  the  re- 
sults of  their  experiments. — Prof.  IV.  K.  Har- 
risofi,  in  the  Chicago  Medical  Times. 


Practical  Notes  and  Formulae. — G.  L. 
Glazener,  M.  D.,  of  Greenville,  S.  C,  in  the 
Southern  Medical  Record,  says  : 

In  the  treatment  of  slight  wounds,  cuts,  abra- 
sions, and  on  surfaces  where  the  integument  has 
been  lost,  and  cannot  well  be  replaced  even  by 
surgical  operation,  I  know  of  nothing  in  my  prac- 
tice that  has  done  so  much  good  as  the  balsam  of 
fir. 

The  article  I  use  has  been  invariably  obtained 
from  the  Balsam  or  Blue  Mountains  of  Western 
North  Carolina.  I  usually  make  a  plaster,  and 
cover  the  wound,  and  let  it  alone  for  four  or  six 
days,  and  generally  have  the  pleasure  of  finding 
the  wound  healed.  Generally  there  is  no  inflam- 
matory condition,  but  if  there  should  be,  these 
balsam  plasters  do  not  prevent  the  use  of  cold 
water  applications.  Last  year  a  little  boy  ten 
years  old  was  brought  into  my  office  with  the 
entire  posterior  surface  of  the  right  hand  removed 
by  some  of  the  machinery  in  Comperdown  mills — 
the  skin  being  entirely  removed.  After  washing 
all  the  blood  away,  I  drew  the  parts  as  best  I 
could  towards  each  other,  with  adhesive  strips, 
and  then  covered  with  a  plaster  of  balsam  fir. 
No  other  dressing  was  ordered,  the  boy  was  not 
confined,  but  went  at  will,  and  on  the  ninth  day  I 
removed  the  dressing-,  and  found  nearly  the  entire 
large  surface  healed  by  granulation.  I  put  on 
another  and  less  plaster,  and  in  a  few  days  he  re- 
turned into  the  mills  to  his  work. 

Shortly  after  this  I  was  called  to  see  a  child  bit- 
ten by  a  dog.  I  found  a  three-inch  gash  over 
the  left  eye — the  wound  gaping  wide.  I  closed 
with  three  stitches  and  adhesive  strips,  and  placed 
a  plaster  as  above  over  these.  Four  days  after  I 
removed  the  stitches  and  found  the  gash  entirely 
healed.  A  few  strips  were  placed  across  to  pre- 
vent accidental  tearing,  no  appearance  left  except 
a  long  close  cicatrix.  These  are  only  a  few  of  the 
many  cases  in  which  I  have  used  balsam  of  fir. 
I  have  never  found  wounds  dressed  in  this  way  to 
emit  any  bad  odors,  and  old  sores  on  legs  will  as- 
sume a  healthier  appearance. —  The  Medical  Brief. 


Gelseminum.— Dr.  Pierce  says :  As  a  remedy 
to  control  pain  it  is  par  excellence.  I  have  found 
gelseminum  to  control  pain  in  any  part  of  the 
human  system,  in  toothache,  dysmenorrhoea,  head- 
ache, pain  in  the  bladder  or  kidneys,  pain  in  the 
stomach    or  urethra,   of    the    most    excruciating 
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character ;  and  that  with  a  single  dose  when  there 
was  irritability  of  the  nervous  centers  or  of  the 
sentient  nerves  of  the  parts  diseased.  It  is  one  of 
the  greatest  equahzers  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  of  any  known  remedy,  when  the  congestion 
depends  upon  irritability  of  the  nervous  centers  or 
of  the  nerve  supply  of  the  visceral  structure. 
Hence  its  great  efficacy  in  puerperal  convulsions, 
hysterical  spasms,  or  spasms  from  dentition,  or  any 
reflex  spasmodic  action. 

Gelseminum  has  another  valuable  property  in 
arresting  waste  and  destruction  of  tissues,  hence 
it  arrests  accumulation  of  urea,  stimulates  capillary 
action,  relieves  nervous  congestion,  and  controls 
excessive  oxygenation  by  removing  irritation  of  the 
splanchnic  and  vaso-motor  nerves,  which  is  seen  in 
its  prompt  and  curative  action  in  all  active  inflam- 
mations and  sthenic  fevers.  It  has  also  in  my 
hands  been  the  leading  remedy  in  perverted  sen- 
sation, or  of  the  emotions,  such  as  monomaniac 
patients,  and  some  other  acute  cases  of  insanity  ; 
frequently  alternated  with  nux  vomica,  gelseminum 
relieves  irritation  of  the  cerebral  structure,  thus 
relieving  excessive  mental  action,  while  the  nux  acts 
as  a  stimulant  tonic  to  the  exhausted  nerve  center. 

There  is  a  gnawing,  distressing  sensation  from 
irritability  of  stomach,  which  is  very  persistent 
and  hard  to  relieve  in  some  cases  with  ordinar}' 
medicines,  which  is  promptly  relieved  by  five  drops 
of  the  fluid  extract,  and  it  seems  to  have  a  perma- 
nent effect. 

Much  depends  upon  the  size  of  the  dose  in  the 


use  of  gelseminum  in  controlling  these  various 
conditions  above  named ;  while  it  may  act  best  in 
small  doses  in  spinal  irritation,  or  determination 
to  the  brain,  when  it  is  manifested  by  flashes  of 
heat,  darting  pains  of  remittent  character  with 
cutaneous  tenderness  in  case  of  spinal  irritation, 
and  by  bright  eyes,  contracted  pupils,  flushed  face, 
restlessness,  and  nervous  excitement,  in  case  of 
determination  to  the  brain.  Yet  a  decided  dose, 
sufficient  to  relieve  without  repetition,  is  best  in 
nervous  and  some  cases  of  periodical  headache, 
dysmenorrhcea,  odontalgia,  pains  in  bladder,  kid- 
neys, and  urethra,  convulsions,  and  to  remove  con- 
gestion, to  equalize  the  circulation,  or  to  arrest  de- 
structive retrograde  metamorphosis  of  an  aggra- 
vated character.  Small  doses  in  such  cases  gener- 
ally do  no  good,  but  valuable  time  is  lost,  and 
death  sometimes  may  be  the  result  by  such  de- 
lay, when  a  full  dose  would  give  relief  in  from  ten 
to  thirty  minutes,  and  many  times  nothing  more 
would  be  necessary  to  restore  your  patient  to 
health.  And  in  all  cases  to  so  modify  and  change 
the  force  of  the  disease  that  proper  treatment  will 
quickly  and  permanently  restore  the  patient. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  nor  is  there  allowable 
space  in  a  journal  to  speak  in  full  of  all  that 
might  be  said  of  this  great  remedy,  but  it  is  my 
desire  that  those  of  our  profession  that  have  not 
become  acquainted  with  the  conditions  that  I  have 
alluded  to,  may  investigate  its  therapeutic  action, 
of  which  I  can  assure  them  it  will  verify  my  state- 
ment.—  The  Medical  Brief. 


Editor's  Notes. 


Typographical  Error. — On  page  84,  line  10 
of  our  April  number,  in  the  article  by  Prof.  Jungk, 
on  diabetic  urine,  our  printer  has  made  the  grievous 
mistake  of  using  the  word  "ammonia"  instead  of 
"common."  The  sentence  should  read  "to  a  con- 
centrated solution  of  common  salt  (chloride  of  so- 
dium) a  few  drops,"  etc. 

New  Drugs. — Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to 
make  concerning  the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please 
to  send  to  us ;  if  we  cannot  readily  answer  it  our- 
selves, we  will  give  it  publication.  Some  one  out 
of  our  many  thousand  readers  will  undoubtedly  be 
able  to  give  you  the  information  you  wish. 

Correspondence. — If  you  have  an  unusually 
interesting  case  to  offer,  write  its  history  in  detail 
for  the  Original  Department,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 

Business  Chances  !— Under  this  head  we  will 
be  happy  to  \nstri,  gratis,  from  three  to  five  lines 
from  any  physician  or  druggist  who  wishes  to  dis- 
pose of  his  property.  These  brief  notices  should 
state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value,  rea- 
sons for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  offer  enables 
physicians  and  druggists  wishing  to  change  their 
location  to  bring  the  matter  free  of  expense  to  the 
notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to  purchase. 
The  circulation  of  New  Preparations  is  already 


very   large,    and    rapidly   increasing.      It   goes   to 
every  State  and  Territory  in  this  country. 

Michigan  State  Medical  Society. — The 
fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Michigan  State 
Medical  Society  will  be  held  at  Detroit,  commenc- 
ing at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  June  11,  and 
continue  in  session  two  days.  The  Michigan  Cen- 
tral, the  Detroit,  Lansing  &  Northern,  the  Grand 
Rapids  &  Indiana  and  the  Detroit,  Grand  Haven 
&  Milwaukee  Railroads  will  sell  round  trip  tickets 
at  two  cents  per  mile  each  way,  on  presentation  of 
the  required  certificate  of  identification. 

The  recording  secretary.  Dr.  G.  E.  Ranney,  of 
Lansing,  announces  that  if  early  application  is 
made  he  will  send  such  certificates  to  all  physicians 
who  may  wish  to  travel  over  one  or  more  of  these 
roads  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  meeting. 

Removal  of  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. — These  large 
and  extensive  dealers  in  books  and  stationery  have 
removed  to  their  new  store  on  the  corner  of  Lamed 
street  and  Woodward  avenue,  where  they  respect- 
fully invite  their  old  friends,  and  as  many  new  ones 
as  possible,  to  give  them  a  call.  Their  stock  has 
been  enlarged  and  improved,  and  if  anything  called 
for  is  haply  not  on  hand  it  will  speedily  be  supplied. 
All  sorts  and  conditions  of  books,  school  books, 
books  on  the  arts  and  sciences,  books  for  the 
learned  professions  of  law,  divinity  or  medicine — - 
can  be  had  at  as  reasonable  prices  as  elsewhere. 
We  bespeak  for  the  enterprising  house  prosperity 
in  their  new  quarters. 
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Miscellaneous  Business  Notices. 


Chance  for  an  Eclectic  Physician  of  experience, 
in  an  interior  town  in  Michigan.  Middle-aged 
man  preferred.   Address  L.  W.  C.,  Box  641,  Detroit. 

Physician — Location. 

A  good  paying  practice,  office,  books  and  fur- 
niture, good  dwelling-house,  orchard  and  shrubbery, 
two  good  store  houses,  fifty-five  acres  of  land  in 
good  cultivation  in  edge  of  town.  Will  sell  all  or 
part ;  cause,  declining  health,  being  now  nearly  fifty- 
four  years  old,  and  in  the  practice  over  twenty-five 
years.  Address,  J.  R.  Pack,  M.  D.,  Hermitage, 
Hickory  Co.,  Mo. 


Gurjun  Balsam. 

The  new  substitute  for  copaiba,   in  gonorrhoea, 
for  sale  in  quantities  as  desired,  by 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


For  Sale. 

Drug  store  doing  a  paying  business.  Stock 
small  and  clean  ;  fixtures  nearly  new.  For  par- 
ticulars address 

"Pharmacist,"  P.  O.  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


A  Fine  Chance  for  Investment. 

A  drug  store  in  one  of  the  best  business  loca- 
tions in  the  city  of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale. 
The  proprietor  is  compelled  by  urgent  personal 
reasons  to  close  up  his  business  within  a  brief 
period,  and  will  offer  stock,  fixtures  and  good  will 
at  very  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be 
given. 

Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargain 
in  a  cash  purchase. 

The  store  is  well  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 
Address  "Druggist,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Michigan  Medical  Nevrs. 

Published  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron.  Send 
three-cent  postage  stamp  for  specimen  copy. 


Cascara  Sagrada  (Rhamnus  Purshiana). 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  maltose,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia 
and  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy.     Specify  "  P.,  D.  &  Go's." 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Pink  Granules. 

These  granules  are  intended  to  supply  the  need 
of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require  minute  doses, 
or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  complaints 
of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regular  line  of 
pills,  a  coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify 
"  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


For  Sale. — Drug  Store 

In  a  town  of  8,000  inhabitants  in  central  Ohio. 
Good  location.  Stock,  $5.000 ;  sales  from  $8,000 
to  $9,000  per  year.  Will  sell  at  invoice,  and  then 
deduct  $500 — or  lump  and  sell  at  a  bargain.  Good 
reasons  for  selling.     Address  X,  box  641,  Detroit. 

Physician — Location. 

Good  location  in  a  town  of  8,000  in  central 
Michigan.  A  good  physician  from  the  age  of  35 
to  45  years,  well  skilled  in  surgery,  and  of  good 
habits,  can  soon  establish  a  paying  practice.  Full 
particulars  by  addressing  (with  stamp)  G,  box  641, 
Detroit. 


Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.  Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 


Pepsine  and  Pancreatine. 

These  articles  from  the  laboratory  of  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  will  recommend  themselves  for  uni- 
formity and  general  therapeutical  efficacy. 


Boldo. 

The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonorrhoea  and  rheumatism.  See  advertising 
page  V.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  tinnitus 
aurium.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  made  many  improve- 
ments in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals.  Their  list 
comprises  all  standard  formulae,  as  well  as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s "  on 
their  prescriptions. 


For  Sale. — A  good  chance  for  investment. 

Drugs  and  furniture  for  store,  stock  small,  can 
be  made  a  paying  business ;  an  excellent  location 
for  a  physician,  will  sell  residence  and  108)^  acres 
of  land  with  same,  terms  reasonable. 

Address  Dr.  J.  Hendricks,  Waelder,  Gonzales 
Co.,  Texas 


Wanted. 

A  German  partner  to  engage  in  the  drug  and 
liquor  business.  Business  already  established, 
capital  required  $1,000. 

Address  P.  O.  box  121.  Deshler,  Ohio. 


Rare  Chance  for  a  Young  Physician. 

For  thirty  days  only  do  I  offer  a  good  paying 
practice,  good  office  furniture,  drugs,  good  will, 
etc.,  for  $100,  cash.  Possession  at  any  time. 
Reason  for  selling,  wish  to  go  to  California.  Fur- 
niture alone  worth  money. 

Address  Dr.  Otis,  Wooster,  Ohio. 
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Original  Communications. 

Eucalyptus  Globulus  and  Ustilago  Mai- 
dis — A  few  Notes  on  their  uses. 

By  J.  J.  MuLHERON,  M.  D.,  Detroit. 

|URING  the  past  two  or  three  years,  I  have 
employed  the  above  drugs  in  my  practice 
with  sufficient  frequency  to  enable  me  to 
0^"  form  an  opinion  as  to  their  merits  as 
therapeutic  agents.  I  have  no  theoretical  ideas 
to  ofTer  as  to  their  modes  of  action,  not  having 
conducted  any  experiments  with  a  view  to  deter- 
mining their  effect  on  the  system  undisturbed  by 
disease.  Valuable  as  this  method  is  of  determin- 
ing the  properties  of  a  drug,  the  same  experiments 
conducted  in  the  presence  of  particular  diseased 
conditions  are  of  much  more  interest  and  service 
to  those  with  whom  the  practice  of  medicine  is  a 
business,  and  with  whom  the  relief  of  disturbed  con- 
ditions, rather  than  speculation  as  to  how  the  arti- 
cle employed  works  that  relief,  is  the  desideratum. 
In  the  case  of  new  remedies,  I  deem  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  every  physician  who  may  have  had  occa- 
sion to  employ  them,  to  contribute  the  honest 
results  of  his  experience  to  the  accumulating 
evidence  from  which  is  to  be  deduced  the  verdict 
which  shall  determine  the  exact  place  the 
remedy  employed  is  to  occupy  as  regards  its  ser- 
vice in  particular  diseases.  It  is  in  this  way,  and 
in  this  way  only,  that  the  science  of  therapeutics 
is  to  be  advanced.  All  knowledge  is  the  fruit  of 
accumulated  experience,  and  the  statement  has  a 
peculiar  force  when  applied  to  medicine.  The  fol- 
lowing cases  selected  from  my  case  book  are  given 
in  the  hope  of  assisting  to  more  firmly  fix  the 
articles  employed  as  valuable  acquisitions  to  our 
materia  medica: 

EUCALYPTUS   GLOBULUS. 

I  was  called  on  the  evening  of  May  loth,  1878,  to 
see  a  Mrs.  M.,  of  this  city.  I  had  attended  her  about 
two  months  before  this  in  her  fourth  confinement. 
During  the  period  of  gestation  she  had  been  much 
troubled  with  vesical  irritation,  for  which  I  had  ad- 
ministered a  number  of  the  articles  usually  given, 
without  affording  relief.  Inasmuch  as  1  knew  from 
previous  experience  in  her  case,  that  she  was  ex- 
tremely liable  to  abort,  I  did  not  deem  any  local 
medication  of  the  bladder  advisable,  and,  regarding 
the  irritation  as  due  to  the  mechanical  causes  inci- 
dent to  pregnancy,  the  assurance  from  me  that  the 
difficulty  would  subside  with  the  delivery  of  the 
child,  sufficed  to  enable  her  to  endure  the  distress. 
For  about  three  weeks  after  delivery,  she  complained 
but  little  of  the  vesical  difficulty,  but  at  the  expira- 


tion of  that  time  it  returned,  and  steadily  increased 
in  severity  until  I  was  sent  for  on  the  evening 
above  mentioned.  I  found  her  suffering  with 
severe  pain  over  the  pubes,  and  a  constant  and 
distressing  desire  to  micturate.  She  would  resort 
to  the  vessel  every  few  minutes,  and  never  voided 
more  than  a  tablespoonful  of  urine,  the  passage 
being  attended  by  intense  burning  pain.  The  case 
was  a  more  than  ordinarily  distressing  one  of  sub- 
acute cystitis,  and  the  examination  of  the  urine 
convinced  me  that  pregnancy,  with  misplacement 
and  pressure  of  the  gravid  uterus,  doubtless  the 
exciting  cause,  had  produced  a  condition  more 
advanced  than  that  of  mere  irritation.  There 
was  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  hypo- 
gastrium,  and  a  sense  of  bearing  down  between 
the  intervals  of  vesical  tenesmus.  The  urine  had 
a  decided  ammoniacal  odor,  witli  an  alkaline  re- 
action. It  was  loaded  with  thick  tenacious  mucus, 
which  clung  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel  into  which 
it  had  been  voided.     There  was  no  pus  present. 

Pending  the  examination  of  the  urine,  I  gave 
the  patient  10  grains  of  Dover's  powder,  to  be 
repeated  every  three  hours,  until  she  experienced 
relief  from  the  pain,  and  left  her  with  a  promise  to 
call  in  the  morning.  On  making  my  morning  visit 
I  found  her  drowsy  and  stupid  from  the  effects  of 
the  opiate,  but  with  comparatively  slight  relief 
of  the  pain.  Having  in  similar  cases  had  excel- 
lent results  from  benzoic  acid,  I  placed  her  on 
ten-grain  doses  to  be  taken  every  three  hours, 
and  restricted  her  diet  rigidly  to  skim  milk.  This 
treatment  was  continued  for  two  days,  but  failed 
to  procure  relief.  I  then  washed  out  the  bladder 
with  lukewarm  water,  applied  turpentine  stupes 
externally,  and  changed  the  internal  remedy  to 
buchu,  uva  ursi  and  belladonna.  This  treat- 
ment, also,  after  a  fair  trial,  was  abandoned 
without  having  done  any  appreciable  good.  Hav- 
ing noticed  an  article  in  a  medical  journal,  some 
time  before,  reporting  favorable  results  from  the  ' 
use  of  eucalyptus  globulus  in  a  similar  case,  I  de- 
termined to  give  the  remedy  atrial,  and  placed  the 
patient  on  twenty-drop  doses  of  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.'s  fl.  ext.  every  four  hours.  I  visited  her  after 
she  had  taken  five  doses,  and  was  so  struck  with 
the  decided  improvement,  that  I  hesitated  to  give 
the  medicine  credit  for  it.  In  order  to  satisfy  my 
mind  that  eucalyptus  had  wrought  the  change,  I 
suspended  it  and  ordered  merely  an  infusion  of 
flax-seed  to  be  drunk  against  my  next  call.  My 
next  visit  found  the  symptoms  returning,  and  the 
lady  pointedly  demanded  a  return  to  the  eucalyptus. 
The  previous  doses  were  repeated  with  the  same 
excellent  result,  and  a  continuance  of  the  medicine 
for  two  weeks  effected  a  complete  cure. 

I  do  not  think  the  eucalyptus  globulus  is  gener- 
ally known  to  be  a  serviceable  agent  in  cases  of 
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this  nature.  Prof.  A.  J.  C.  Skene,  in  his  admirable 
work  "  On  Diseases  of  the  Female  Bladder  and 
Urethra,"  refers  to  it  merely  as  having  been  recom- 
mended in  obstinate  cases,  but  does  not  appear  to 
have  himself  tested  its  merits.  I  have,  since  treat- 
ing the  above  cases,  had  a  case,  though  somewhat 
less  severe,  of  vesical  irritation,  inflammation  of 
the  neck,  in  a  male.  Without  giving  the  details  of 
the  case,  I  may  say  that  the  exhibition  of  twenty- 
drop  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  of  eucalyptus  glo- 
bulus was  followed  by  a  rapid  relief  of  the  symp- 
toms, and  cure  of  the  case. 

I  have  added  eucalyptus  with  benefit  to  gonor- 
rhoea mixtures,  especially  when  I  had  reason  to  sus- 
pect irritation,  sympathetic  or  otherwise,  of  the 
vesical  neck. 

I  am  satisfied  that  eucalyptus  globulus  is,  in  ad- 
dition to  its  other  valuable  properties,  a  very  im- 
portant addition  to  our  list  of  remedies  m  the 
treatment  of  urinary  affections. 

USTILAGO  MAIDIS. 

My  experience  with  this  proposed  substitute  for 
the  ergot  of  rye  is  somewhat  limited,  but  as  far 
as  it  has  gone,  it  has  been  sufficiently  satisfactory 
to  justify  me  in  giving  it  a  more  extensive  trial.  I 
must  say  that  I  undertook  the  trial  of  the  article 
with  some  hesitation,  inasmuch  as  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  exhibition  of  an  oxytocic,  except  in  cases 
in  which  there  is  a  positive  indication  for  its  use, 
and  the  nature  of  such  cases  is  usually  such 
that  one  does  not  feel  justified  in  resorting  to  any- 
thing on  which  he  cannot  rely  with  some  confi- 
dence. He  feels  that  the  responsibilities  are  too 
great  to  warrant  anything  by  way  of  experimen- 
tation. Inertia  of  the  womb,  for  instance,  is  a  con- 
dition which  most  physicians  know  too  well  is  apt  to 
be  the  cause  of  one  of  the  most  trying  and  distress- 
ing scenes  of  professional  life.  Death  under  any 
circumstances  has  its  sad  surroundings,  but  at  no 
time  are  these  so  sad  as  in  the  lying-in  room  ;  and 
in  the  lying-in  room  inertia  of  the  womb  is  the 
most  appalling  cause  of  death.  It  requires  the 
pen  of  a  Bedford  to  depict  the  scene  and  the  ter- 
rible responsibility  of  the  physician.  "  There  is  your 
patient,  she  who  has  confided  her  life  to  your  cus- 
tody;  she  is  dehvered  of  a  healthy,  living  child. 
Her  heart  is  full  of  a  mother's  love,  and  while  ex- 
tending to  you  the  sincere  oblation  of  her  thanks, 
and,  perhaps,  in  the  very  act  of  receiving  the  ten- 
der congratulations  of  a  happy  and  devoted  hus- 
band, she  is  struck  with  sudden  pallor ;  the  gentle 
smile  and  beaming  eye  have  given  place  to  the 
sunken  and  ghastly  cheek  ;  she  is  speechless  and 
unconscious ;  she  knows  not  the  countenance  of 
the  agonized  husband,  who  bends  so  fondly  over 
her ;  his  voice,  once  so  familiar  and  welcome,  falls 
without  its  echo — in  a  word,  the  woman  is  mori- 
bund. And  all  this  change  is  but  the  work,  as  it 
were,  of  a  few  seconds.  In  this  terrible  emergency, 
every  eye  is  turned  towards  you  ;  the  hopes  of  that 
husband  rest  upon  your  instantaneous  action. 
Overwhelmed  and  torn  with  grief,  in  t4ie  agony  of 
his  distress,  he  will  exclaim,  in  tones  which  will 
reach  the  very  depths  of  your  heart,  '  Doctor, 
doctor,  save  my  wife ! '  Should  you  under  this 
appeal,  prove  inadequate  to  the  emergency,  because 
of  ignorance  of  what  to  do,  that  appeal  will  con- 
tinue to  ring  in  your  ears  ;  it  will  prove  a  wither- 
ing comment  on  past  neglect,  and  cause  you  to 
bewail  in  tears  of  blood,  the  fatuity  which  urged 
you  to  sport  thus  wantonly  with  human  life.  In 
these  scenes  of  distress,  the  heart  of  the  physician 
must,  for  the  moment,  close  up  the  fountains  of 
sympathy.  There  will  be  no  time  for  you  to  com- 
mingle your  tears  with  those  of  agonized  friends  ; 
your  duty  will  be  to  arrest  the  work  of  death.  The 


danger  is  imminent ;  the  friends  are  gathered 
round  the  couch  of  the  dying  relative ;  their  sobs 
pierce  the  inmost  recesses  of  your  soul  ;  and  in 
looks  which  cannot  be  misinterpreted,  they  say 
that  you  are  the  only  being  under  heaven  on  whom 
their  last  hope  depends  !  "  Truly,  times  like  these 
are  not  those  for  experiment ;  neither  is  the  phy- 
sician, who  has  found  that  full  doses  of  the  ergot 
of  rye  will  prevent  such  scenes  by  bringing  on 
uterine  contractions,  feel  ready  to  substitute  any- 
thing for  it,  and  doubtless  this  is  the  reason  why 
ustilago  maidis  has  not  been  accorded  as  ready  a 
trial  as  is  given  other  new  remedies.  There  are 
reasons,  however,  why  it  is  desirable  that  there 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  physician  a  substi- 
tute for  ergot. 

Among  these  reasons  may  be  mentioned  the 
fact  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  supply  of  ergot ;  the 
temptation  to  manufacturers  of  its  preparations  to 
sophisticate  when  the  supply  is  short  enough  to 
materially  affect  the  price,  the  great  liability  there 
exists  in  ergot  to  deteriorate  with  age,  etc.  An 
article  possessing  decided  ecbolic  properties,  and 
at  the  same  time  not  open  to  any  of  those  objec- 
tions, is  a  desideratum  in  medicine.  Have  we  such 
an  article  in  ustilago  maidis  }  Let  the  following  re- 
ports of  cases  be  a  partial  answer  to  the  question: 

Mr.  A.  consulted  me  regarding  his  wife.  He 
had  been  married  but  ten  days,  and  he  had  appre- 
hensions that  his  marital  intercourse  had  caused 
serious  uterine  trouble  in  his  bride.  She  had  been 
unable  to  leave  her  bed  after  the  third  day  of 
wedded  life,  but  the  natural  delicacy  of  the  situa- 
tion had  kept  them  from  seeking  medical  aid.  The 
difficulty  which  they  had  supposed  would  subside 
with  a  few  days'  rest  was  now,  after  a  week's  con- 
tinuance, instead  of  being  relieved,  becoming  more 
aggravated.  On  visiting  the  lady  I  found  her  suf- 
fering from  dull,  heavy  pelvic  pains,  and  consider- 
able irritability  of  the  bladder.  A  digital  examina- 
tion revealed  a  swollen  and  congested  uterus  with 
prolapsus  to  within  an  inch  of  the  vaginal  opening. 
I  ordered  the  hips  to  be  raised,  and  an  injection  of 
a  gallon  of  warm  water  to  be  administered  every 
four  hours,  while  in  this  position,  the  injection  to  be 
followed  by  a  pledget  of  cotton  soaked  in  glycerine. 
On  my  visit  on  the  following  day  I  found  but 
slight  improvement  in  the  symptoms,  when  it 
struck  me  that  this  would  be  a  good  case  in  which 
to  test  ustilago  maidis.  I  accordingly  discontinued 
the  injections,  and  prescribed  teaspoonful  doses 
of  the  fluid  extract  every  three  hours.  The  im- 
provement following  the  second  dose  was  very 
marked.  The  patient  described  the  action  on  her 
womb  "  as  if  something  were  squeezing  it."  After 
she  had  taken  an  ounce  of  the  fluid  extract,  an 
examination  revealed  the  uterus  high  up  in  the 
vagina,  and  of  normal  size. 

Mrs.  W.,  being  in  her  third  labor,  sent  for  me  to 
attend  her.  I  found  the  os  dilated  to  the  diameter 
of  about  an  inch,  soft  and  yielding.  The  head 
having  not  yet  engaged  in  the  superior  strait,  and  I 
laid  down  for  a  nap.  I  awoke  after  about  two 
hours,  and  instituted  another  examination,  and 
was  somewhat  chagrined  to  find  that  matters  had 
not  materially  changed  during  my  slumber.  The 
pains,  which  had  not  been  at  all  severe  from  the 
commencement,  had  now  almost  entirely  subsided, 
and  although  I  had  ergot  with  me,  I  determined 
to  see  what  ustilago  maidis  would  do.  I  sent  out 
for  some,  and  gave  it  in  teaspoonful  doses.  In 
twenty  minutes  after  the  first  dose,  effective  pains 
came  on,  and  the  head  engaged.  The  pains  re- 
curred at  intervals  of  ten  minutes  for  upwards  of 
an  hour,  when  they  again  subsided.  Another 
dose  of  ustilago  stirred  them  up  once  more,  and 
they  continued  until  the  head  began  to  distend  the 
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perineum,  when  they  again  began  to  give  out.  This 
was  now  a  critical  time,  for  should  the  pains  prove 
sufficient  to  expel  the  child,  would  they  continue 
to  contract  the  uterus  after  it  had  been  freed  of  its 
contents?  I  dared  not  risk  it,  and  accordingly  gave 
another  drachm  of  ustilago,  and  the  uterus  once 
more  responded,  and  the  child  was  born  in  a  few 
minutes.  Another  dose  of  ustilago  was  given 
after  the  placenta  was  delivered,  and  the  woman 
went  on  without  a  drawback  to  convalescence. 

With  but  a  few  experiences  like  the  above,  I 
shall  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  new  oxytocic 
to  administer  it  in  more  urgent  cases. 

Berberis  Aquifolium. 

By  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,  Detroit. 

THERE  are  so  many  difficulties  in  testing  new 
preparations,  or  new  applications  of  old  ones, 
that  considerable  caution  seems  requisite  before  a 
full  indorsement  should  be  given.  The  cautious 
physician  is  slow  to  leave  the  old  beaten  paths 
which  the  fathers  have  recommended,  to  try  new  or 
comparatively  little  known  means  of  arresting  dis- 
eases which  may  terminate  the  life  of  a  fellow 
being.  Some  of  the  old  remedies  are  therefore 
likely  to  be  mixed  with  the  new,  and  then  it  is 
very  difficult  to  determine  their  relative  results — 
each  medicine  contributing  its  quota  to  the  relief 
of  the  patient. 

Again,  in  chronic  cases',  or  those  in  which  consid- 
erable time  must  elapse  before  the  patient  can  have 
any  tangible  proof  of  the  benefits  derivable  from 
any  course  of  treatment,  some  change  of  medicine 
is  sought,  and  if  the  attending  physician  will  not 
gratify  his  patient's  desires,  new  sources  of  relief 
will  be  obtained. 

I  commenced  using  berberis  aquifolium  soon 
after  its  first  introduction  into  our  market.  The 
results  obtained  from  its  use  have,  in  most  cases, 
exceeded  my  expectations.  There  were  a  few 
cases  under  treatment  at  a  time  when  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  any  of  this  medicine — 
the  supply  having  been  exhausted.  These  seemed 
to  receive  no  benefit  from  its  use.  As  the  prepar- 
ations were  not  received  directly  from  the  manu- 
facturers, some  spurious  article  might  have  been 
substituted  to  bridge  over  the  exigency  of  the  times. 
One  case  in  particular  attracted  especial  attention. 
It  had  been  under  treatment  for  a  short  time  with 
very  gratifying  results.  A  new  supply  of  medicine 
was  obtained — the  previous  having  been  used — 
but  no  further  improvement  could  be  obtained. 
This  same  patient  after  discontinuing  the  treat- 
ment for  some  weeks,  again  tried  a  fresh  supply  of 
this  remedy,  and  was  pleased  to  find  it  equally 
efficacious  as  at  first. 

Berberis  aquifolium  causes  some,  though  not 
marked,  increase  in  the  appetite.  It  slightly  as- 
sists digestion,  gently  stimulates  the  kidneys,  but 
leaves  the  bowels  unaffected,  or  occasionally  very 
slightly  constipated.  Its  most  decided  effects  are 
on  the  nerves  and  skin.  Patients  who  have  long 
been  languid  and  drowsy  regain  their  former  viva- 
city, and  those  with  dry,  rough,  and  scaly  cutaneous 
surface  have  acquired  a  moist,  smooth,  and  soft 
integument. 

The  diseases  for  which  I  have  chiefly  used  this 
remedy  are  syphilis  and  cutaneous  affections, 
especially  squamous,  such  as  psoriasis  and  pityriasis. 
In  these  scaly  diseases,  so  called,  which  often  per- 
plex the  most  skillful  of  the  profession,  berberis 
has  in  my  hands  proved  the  most  efficient  internal 
remedy. 

Some  time  ago  a  man  who  had  for  many  years 
been  troubled  with  dandruff  or  pityriasis  applied 
for  relief.     His  health  otherwise,  and  family  history 


were  good,  and  very  many  remedies  had  been  used, 
but  only  temporary  relief  could  be  obtained.  Fluid 
extract  berberis  aquifolium  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
three  times  a  day,  and  in  a  short  time  the  skin  be- 
came moist  and  soft,  the  disease  subsided  and  the 
patient  could  appear  on  the  street  with  his  coat 
unspotted  by  the  scales  from  his  head.  So  far  the 
results  have  been  highly  satisfactory,  but  few  who 
are  familiar  with  pityriasis  can  speak  with 
confidence  of  a  permanent  cure  while  life  lasts. 
Other  cases  might  be  reported,  but  one  must  suf- 
fice. 

Psoriasis,  or  salt  rheum,  a  disease  which  has 
baffled  many  a  careful  physician,  has  been  mark- 
edly benefited  by  the  use  of  berberis.  Several 
cases  have  yielded  very  readily  to  the  treatment, 
but  as  the  disease  is  so  very  peculiar  in  its  history, 
some  caution  is  necessary  lest  virtue  be  attributed 
to  the  remedies  used,  while  similar  results  might 
possibly  have  been  obtained  without  medication. 
The  results  so  far  have  been  satisfactory,  but  more 
cases  are  needed  before  very  positive  opinions  are 
expressed. 

From  the  peculiar  effect  of  the  medicine  on 
the  skin,  as  observed  in  the  cases  in  which  it  has 
been  used,  its  exhibition  seems  indicated  in 
chronic  dermatitis  of  almost  every  variety.  I  have 
never  tried  it  in  eruptive  fevers,  but  believe  it 
would  be  a  valuable  adjuvant  at  least  during  the 
desquamative  stage  of  scarlatina. 

My  use  of  berberis  aquifolium  in  constitutional 
syphilis  is  rather  limited,  yet  one  case  is  apparently 
worthy  of  notice.  A  man  of  rather  retiring  dis- 
position had  a  chancre,  about  four  years  ago. 
From  his  innate  modesty,  or  other  causes,  no 
medical  treatment  was  obtained  till  about  one 
year  ago,  when,  notwithstanding  his  care  and 
cleanliness,  his  system  was  in  a  deplorable  condi- 
tion. The  ne;-vous  system  was  especially  affected. 
He  had  severe  headache,  and  at  times  violent 
pains  in  the  arms  and  legs,  along  the  course  of  the 
nerves.  The  mind  was  much  impaired,  and  the 
symptoms  indicated  considerable  pressure  on  the 
brain. 

He  was  placed  on  active  anti-syphilitic  treat- 
ment, but  seemed  to  grow  worse,  and  paralysis 
and  even  death  were  feared.  At  this  stage  fluid 
extract  of  berberis  aquifolium  was  ordered  in  ad- 
dition to  the  other  treatment,  and  in  a  few  days 
improvement  was  observed.  This  treatment  was 
continued  for  a  few  weeks,  and  then  the  berberis 
was  used  alone,  after  which  the  improvement  was 
still  more  marked. 

Now,  this  is  but  a  single  case,  and  the  new  rem- 
edy may  have  been  introduced  at  the  proper  mo- 
ment to  gain  credit  for  doing  what  was  really 
being  done  unobserved  by  the  former  treatment. 
The  results  were  such,  however,  that  in  similar 
cases  I  will  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
this  valuable  drug. 

Iodine  if  long  used,  should  be  combined  with 
tonics.  It  is  also  liable  to  induce  iodism,  and  thus 
greatly  annoy"  the  patient.  Berberis  aquifolium 
seems  to  combine  the  alterative  properties  of 
iodine,  and  possibly  arsenic,  with  the  tonic  prop- 
erties of  Peruvian  bark.  It  is,  therefore,  worthy  of 
a  fair  trial  in  low  states  of  the  system  for  which 
iodine,  arsenic,  nux  vomica  and  the  bitter  tonics 
have  been  so  extensively  used. 


Viburnum    Prunifolium  or  Black   Haw. 

By  A.  S.  Rockwell,  M.  D.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

VIBURNUM  prunifolium  or  black  haw  is  a  tree 
Hke  shrub  growing  in  the  southern  part  of 
New  York  and  Ohio,  along  fences  in  dry  copses, 
etc.     It  flowers   in   May,  and  has   beautiful  white 
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clustering  flowers  and  a  handsome  foliage.  The 
fruit  is  ovoid-oblong  in  shape,  of  a  blue-black  color, 
and  very  grateful  to  the  taste.  The  bark  is  the 
portion  used  in  medicine.  "  Attention  was  first 
called  to  the  medicinal  virtues  of  this  plant  by  Dr. 
Phares,  of  Mississippi,  in  1867,  who  considered  it 
as  nervine,  astringent,  antispasmodic,  diuretic  and 
tonic,  and  recommends  it  in  the  nervous  disorders 
of  pregnancy  and  as  peculiarly  efficacious  in  pre- 
venting miscarriage,  whether  habitual  or  acciden- 
tal." Two  cases  of  threatened  miscarriage  treated 
by  it  are  reported  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal  of  the  same  year,  and  the  result  was 
all  that  could  be  desired.  A  few  short  notices  of 
'it  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  some  of  our 
medical  journals  during  the  last  two  years,  and 
some  cases  given,  but  I  have  seen  no  attempt  at 
giving  any  extended  description  of  either  the  plant 
or  its  mode  of  action.  The  eclectics  have  used  for 
some  years  the  bark  of  one  of  the  same  family  of 
plants,  viz. :  viburnum  opulus,  in  the  same  condi- 
tions in  which  black  haw  is  at  present  recom- 
mended ;  but  viburnum  opulus,  high  cranberry,  or, 
as  it  is  popularly  known,  cramp  bark,  is  recom- 
mended in  all  varieties  of  cramps  and  spasmodic 
affections.  I  have  never  used  it  and  consequently 
can  say  nothing  of  its  qualities  from  experience. 

I  have  never  given  black  haw  in  threatened 
abortion  or  miscarriage,  the  condition  for  which  it 
has  been  the  most  highly  recommended,  and  for 
the  arresting  of  which  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  effi- 
cacy from  what  I  have  seen  of  its  action  in  dys- 
menorrhoea,  and  to  which  I  wish  mainly  to  direct 
your  attention  in  this  paper.  I  do  not  give  myself 
credit  for  being  an  expert  at  either  discovering  new 
remedies  or  testing  those  recently  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  profession  through  the  medium  of 
medical  journals  or  otherwise,  but  I  have  been  so 
frequently  called  upon,  as  no  doubt  all  physicians 
are,  to  prescribe  something  to  relieve  the  annoying 
pains  during  menstruation,  and  having  always  to 
prescribe  opium  in  some  form,  either  with  or  with- 
out combination  with  other  remedies,  I  had  grown 
tired  of  seeing  my  patients  discard  the  use  of  med- 
icine entirely  after  a  few  trials  rather  than  suffer 
from  nausea,  vomiting  and  other  disagreeable  re- 
sults from  their  use. 

Many  women  are  disagreeably  affected  by  opium 
at  any  time,  and  all  are  more  apt  to  be  during 
menstruation  when  the  stomach  is  very  irritable, 
and  headache  frequently  accompanies,  especially 
in  those  who  are  troubled  with  dysmenorrhoea. 
I  repeat,  it  was  for  this  reason  that  I  began  pre- 
scribing black  haw  in  certain  conditions  of  painful 
menstruation.  The  remedy  may  not  be  of  much 
use  in  those  cases  of  dysmenorrhoea  in  which  the 
uterus  is  so  severely  congested  as  to  be  on  the  verge 
of  inflammation  or  where  due  to  endometritis  of 
the  severer  varieties,  and  I  have  not  as  yet  had  op- 
portunity of  trying  it  thoroughly  in  such  cases,  but 
there  are  certain  cases,  and  their  number  is  legion, 
in  which  it  will  always  be  found  equal  to  the 
emergency.  I  will  endeavor  to  point  out  the  con- 
ditions in  which  it  may  be  used  with  benefit  to  the 
patient,  and  leave  none  of  the  unpleasant  effects 
that  are  so  often  experienced  from  the  use  of 
opium. 

In  delicate  women,  married  or  single,  whose 
mode  of  living  tends  to  develop  an  active  nervous 
system  rather  than  muscular  force,  and  who  are 
called  upon  occasionally  to  endure  more  fatigue 
than  is  their  usual  custom,  or  in  any  case  where 
the  pain  occurs  at  the  beginning  of  menstrual 
period  before  the  flow  is  fully  established,  or  where 
it  is  of  an  intermittent  character  and  accompanied 
with  fullness  and  weight  in  the  pelvis,  the  remedy 
may  be  prescribed    with   good    hopes   of   success. 


Simple  dysmenorrhoea  is  a  superadded  disease  to 
that  already  existing,  and  if  the  chronic  derange- 
ment give  little  trouble  to  the  patient  during  the 
intervals  and  be  of  the  nature  of  slight  flexions, 
slight  cervical  endometritis,  partial  stenosis,  or 
where  it  is  neuralgic  in  character,  I  think  viburnum 
will  be  found  an  excellent  palliative,  if  not  effectual 
in  bringing  about  a  permanent  cure  by  continuing 
its  administration  during  the  interval.  It  may  be 
classed  as  an  anodyne,  antispasmodic  and  tonic, 
but  not  narcotic.  It  produces  no  perceptible  in- 
crease of  the  pulse,  and  when  given  for  the  pur- 
pose above  mentioned  has  seemed  to  have  no  other 
effect  on  the  system  than  the  relief  of  pain.  It  has 
a  bitter,  peculiar  taste,  and  may  be  given  in  infu- 
sion tincture  or  fluid  extract.  An  infusion  made 
with  one  ounce  of  the  bark  to  a  pint  of  boiling 
water  may  be  given  in  ounce  doses  repeated  every 
hour  or  double  the  quantity  if  necessary.  The 
fluid  extract  may  be  given  in  doses  of  from  fifteen 
minims  to  a  drachm,  repeated  every  one,  two  or 
three  hours.  In  ordinary  cases  half-drachm  doses 
repeated  every  two  hours  will  be  found  sufficient. 
Two  or  three  doses  are  frequently  all  that  is  nec- 
essary. 


Note  on  the  Antiseptic  Value  of  Quinine 
and  its  Application  in  Diphtheria. 

By  Carl  Jungk,  Ph.  D.,  Detroit. 

ATTENTION  having  been  called  to  the  antisep- 
tic properties  of  quinine  in  an  article  appearing 
several  years  ago  in  a  German  journal  over  the  sig- 
nature of  Leonhard  Buchholz,  student  of  medicine 
in  Dorpat,  I  was  induced  to  repeat  the  experiments 
there  described,  and  found  his  statements  com- 
pletely verified.  As  these  experiments  can  be 
made  by  any  one  in  possession  of  a  moderately 
good  microscope,  I  give  below  a  condensed  ac- 
count of  them. 

An  infusion  of  tobacco  is  first  prepared,  allowed 
to  ferment,  then  strained  and  added  to  a  fluid  com- 
posed as  follows : 

Rock  candy,  lo  parts. 
Tartrate  of  ammonium,  i  part. 
Phosphate  of  potassium,  }^  part. 
Water,  q.  s.  (or  50  parts.) 

The  development  of  bacteria  progresses  rapidly. 
In  a  few  hours  thousands  of  them  can  be  observed 
under  the  microscope. 

Solutions  of  varying  strength  may  now  be  pre- 
pared from  the  following  substances,  which  have 
been  credited  with  more  or  less  antiseptic  power : 
Carbolic  acid,  sulphuric  acid,  muriatic  acid,  sulphur- 
ous acid,  sulphate  of  iron,  nitric  acid,  salicylic 
acid,  chlorine  water,  chloride  of  lime.  If  to  a  few 
drops  of  the  fluid  containing  the  organisms  one  or 
more  drops  of  the  last  named  solutions  be  added, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  motion  of  these  parasites  is 
suspended  more  or  less  rapidly  according  to  the 
destructive  effect  exerted  on  them. 

Subjected  to  this  test,  salicylic  acid  proved  to  be 
entirely  worthless  as  an  antiseptic,  as  has  since 
been  found  in  actual  practice,  its  only  value  resid- 
ing in  its  antizymotic  and  antipyretic  properties, 
which  latter  makes  it  a  useful  remedy  in  acute 
muscular  rheumatism. 

The  other  solutions  differ  in  value,  but  all  are 
excelled  by  the  agent  next  named.  When  these 
solutions  are  replaced  by  a  five  per  cent  water  so- 
lution of  muriate  of  quinine,  I  found  an  immediate 
cessation  of  activity  followed  by  death  of  the  para- 
sites. A  like  result  is  obtained  by  using  a  solution 
of  saltpetre. 

The  promptness  of  action  displayed  by  the  qui- 
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nine  salt  suggested  to  me  the  idea  of  its  use  in 
diphtheria,  and  naturally  in  the  form  of  spray  from 
an  atomizer.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  testmg  its 
merits  shortly  afterwards  in  the  case  of  the  nine- 
year-old  son  of  a  friend,  who  had  already  lost  two 
children  by  the  same  disease.  The  last  was  suffer- 
ing from  a  very  aggravated  attack,  and  the  attend- 
ing physician  did  not  seem  inclined  to  concur  in 
my  estimate  of  the  usefulness  of  this  remedy. 
However  the  marvelous  rapidity  with  which  the 
symptoms  were  ameliorated  (the  patient  being 
quite  out  of  danger  in  36  hours)  induced  him  to 
apply  the  method  in  about  twenty  other  cases  that 
occurred  shortly  afterwards  with  the  same  aston- 
ishing and  satisfactory  results. 

A  report  of  these  cases  appeared  in  1877,  in  a 
Cincinnati  medical  journal  with  special  notes  re- 
garding its  administration  and  observations  made 
during  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

I  regret  that  I  was  not  enabled  to  continue  these 
experiments  on  the  parasites  which  infect  the 
diphtheritic  membrane,  but  direct  observation  was 
not  possible  owing  to  my  inability  to  obtain  a  spe- 
cimen. 

While  I  do  not  wish  to  assert  that  an  already  ex- 
isting growth  is  destroyed  at  once,  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  that  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  im- 
mediately checked  and  the  formation  of  further 
parasitic  growth  arrested  from  the  moment  of  con- 
tact with  the  quinine  solution.  The  existing 
growths  are  however  thoroughly  disinfected  and 
shortly  die  out  and  become  detached.  Believing 
that  there  is  still  a  wide  range  of  usefulness  for 
this  remedy  in  other  directions  than  the  one  de- 
scribed, I  would  respectfully  recommend  to  phy- 
sicians a  further  trial  of  it  in  analogous  diseases. 

The  solutions  used  in  the  above  mentioned  cases 
were  prepared  by  dissolving  sixty  grains  muriate  of 
quinine  in  one  ounce  of  water  ;  the  inhalations  con- 
tinued at  least  thirty-six  hours. 


A  Few  Texan  Plants. 

By  B.  W.  Humphreys,  M.  D.,  Seguin,  Texas. 

ON  looking  over  my  list  and  comparing  it  with 
others,  I  cannot  say  that  we  have  anything  here, 
of  proved  value,  that  cannot  be  found  elsewhere. 
During  the  war  we  used  many  indigenous  plants, 
and  got  on  with  them  very  well.  We  found,  often, 
properties  in  them  we  did  not  suspect.  I  give  a 
list  of  a  few  of  the  articles  we  used  at  that  time  : 

Algarobia  glandulosa  (mesquit  gum),  every  way 
equal  to  gum  acacia. 

Anthemis  catula  (mayweed).  It  blooms,  how- 
ever, in  September ;  is  equal  at  least  to  quassia  as 
a  tonic ;  often  put  an  end  to  chills.  We  tried 
no  extract  from  it.  We  used  it  in  tanning  leather 
—rich  in   tannin. 

Aralia  was  pretty  good,  but  was  not  equal  to 
Honduras  sarsaparilla. 

Cephalanthus  occidentalis  (button  wood,  button 
willow)  I  found  far  superior  to  cherry  as  an  ex- 
pectorant. We  boiled  the  root,  ^  ij  to  water  Oj 
and  after  exhausting  it,  strained  and  added  sugar, 
or  honey,  or  molasses  (we  had  to  use  what  we 
could  get),  and  evaporated  the  water.  This  served 
as  a  basis.  We  added  lobelia,  squills,  senega,  tar- 
tar emetic,  or  some  other  nauseant,  and  got  excel- 
lent results.  In  incipient  phthisis  it  is  superior  to 
anything  we  have  tried.  It  was  used  by  the  people 
for  chills  with  some  success. 

Bitter  squash,  abundant.  I  doubt  its  being  the 
cucumis  colocynthis.  Some  used  it  as  a  tonic, 
and  were  pleased.  It  is  intensely,  ridiculously 
bitter. 

Capsicum  (cayenne)  grows  everywhere. 

Hibiscus  drummondii  (Spanish  apple) — the  root 


is  used — equal  in  every  way  and  for  every  purpose 
to  slippery  elm. 

Phytolacca  decandra  (poke-root).  We  made  a 
syrup  and  used  it  in  chronic  rheumatism,  scrofula, 
mastitis,  etc.     Results  often  fine. 

Perhaps  the  most  promising  plant  we  have  is 
the  silphium  laciniatum  (squaw  weed,  resin  weed, 
etc.)  It  certainly  acts  as  a  tonic,  alterative  and 
depurative  through  the  kidneys.  Given  to  horses, 
they  shed  their  coats  and  fatten.  In  certainty 
of  action  it  is  superior  to  anything  we  have  tried  ; 
the  root  contains  a  balsam  that  may  be  col- 
lected by  breaking  them,  but  no  chemist  has  been 
able  so  far  to  retain  the  balsam  in  a  fluid  extract. 
Chewing  the  root  has  given  the  best  results.  We 
give  it  also  in  tincture  and  decoction.  The  weed 
covers  the  country. 

We  have  the  very  best  stillingia,  spindus,  til- 
landsia,  xanthoxylon,  etc. 

Many  men  were  sent  home  during  the  war,  and 
at  its  end,  in  a  miserable  condition,  utterly  broken 
down  by  malaria  in  the  swamps  of  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana.  Bark  in  all  shapes  (quinine,  etc.)  failed 
utterly  to  rebuild  them,  either  alone  or  combined 
with  iron,  etc.  The  bark  of  the  root  of  the  ptelea 
never  failed  to  restore  those  that  could  face  it.  3  i 
of  the  powder  in  |  ij  of  water  was  a  bad  dose. 
It  became  milky  like  camphor.  The  ordinary  Ger- 
man will  not  take  quinine — says  it  gets  into  his 
bones.  A  large  community  of  them  in  Fayetie 
county  have  used  ptelea  alone  for  1 5  to  20  years. 
They  get  well  about  as  quickly  as  their  American 
neighbors,  and  are  much  less  liable  to  relapses. 
They  use  a  solid  extract  made  by  decoction  and 
inspissation.  The  plant  (wafer  ash,  polecat  bush) 
is  abundant  in  this  part  of  Texas. 

We  have  one  hundred  species  of  cactus,  more  or 
less,  but  they  are  used  internally  only  as  demul- 
cents. The  Indians,  when  wounded,  scorch  the 
spines  off  the  palms,  split  them  open  and  apply 
them.  We  have  adopted  the  habit,  and  know  of 
nothing  better. 

We  have  sage,  lavender,  verbena,  portulacca, 
marigold,  and  many  other  plants  growing  wild 
here  which  people  elsewhere  cultivate. 

There  is  a  bulb  abundant  in  Western  Texas 
called  "  hog  onion,"  size  of  a  guinea's  &g^  ;  no 
bad  taste;  leaves  something  like  allium ;  flower 
stalk  ro  to  18  inches  high,  and  reddish;  the  flower 
beautiful  white,  dashed  with  pink.  I  think  it  allied 
to  the  family  of  colchicums.  Many  persons  have 
been  poisoned  by  eating  it,  but  I  have  not  met  with 
a  case.  It  would  seem  to  have  some  narcotic 
properties. 

Dangers  of  Vaccination. 

By  Geo.  W.  Mallory,  M.  D.,  Lowell,  Mich. 

1AM  opposed  to  vaccination  for  several  reasons. 
1st.  It  is  introducing  into  the  human  system  a 
deleterious  matter  which  acts  as  a  permanent  poi- 
son, which  cannot  be  eradicated  by  any  process 
known  to  science.  2d.  That  it  degenerates  the 
human  family,  by  developing  syphilis,  scrofula  and 
consumption.  I  claim  any  ^natter  introduced  into 
the  system  by  any  process,  and  especially  by  the 
hypodermic  or  vaccinative  process,  is  highly  injuri- 
ous, pernicious,  and  poisonous  to  the  system. 
Humanized  matter  would  develop  to  a  greater 
degree  the  tendency  to  all  the  exanthematous  as 
well  as  all  diseases  of  an  idiopathic  nature.  Those 
people  who  have  hereditary  tendencies  are  more 
susceptible  of  the  evils  of  vaccination,  and  hence 
the  dangers  of  vaccination  are  increased.  Many 
think  vaccination  is  a  preventive  of  small-pox, 
whereas  I  think  it  introduces  not  only  a  form  of 
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small-pox,  but  introduces  other  deleterious  poisons, 
like  scrofula  and  consumption,  etc. 

The  humanized  matter  is  more  deleterious  to 
the  system  than  the  bovine  virus.  It  is  in  many 
cases  the  exciting  cause  of  eruptive  diseases.  For 
the  past  25  years  I  have  observed  its  baneful  influ- 
ences upon  the  constitution,  by  affecting  more  or 
less  all  the  functions  of  the  human  economy, 
especially  of  the  skin  and  glandular  systems.  The 
dangers  from  vaccination  would  not  be  so  bad  had 
we  any  means  whereby  we  could  neutralize  or  anti- 
dote its  poisonous  effects ;  but  as  yet  there  is  no 
known  antidote.  The  tendency  of  vaccination  is 
the  bane  of  thousands,  and  if  the  practice  is  kept 
up  a  century  longer,  it  will  have  increased  the  mor- 
tality of  the  globe  twofold. 

Those  skin  diseases  that  baffle  the  skill  of  our 
best  physicians  are  those  which  originate  from 
vaccination.  I  claim  that  vaccination  has  a  ten- 
dency to  develop  cancerous  formations,  especially 
after  the  introduction  of  humanized  matter. 

I  think  it  would  be  wise  if  congress  would  enact 
a  law  to  prohibit  vaccination  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion, as  then  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  avert  this 
growing  national  evil,  which  is  fast  degenerating 
the  people,  and  entailing  upon  them  untold  mis- 
eries. In  order  to  avert  the  ravages  of  small-pox, 
I  would  use  disinfectants  and  adopt  other  sanitary 
measures,  which  would  be  far  better  than  vaccina- 
tion. I  trust  our  medical  men  will  petition  con- 
gress to  enact  a  law  as  above  stated. 

I  noticed,  since  I  commenced  this  article,  that 
the  English  parliament  is  taking  some  action 
against  vaccination.  The  most  eminent  physicians 
of  London  are  opposed  to  vaccination,  and  recom- 
mend abolishing  "  compulsory  vaccination."  I 
hope  the  medical  men  of  America  will  not  be  be- 
hind in  this  matter. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

By  A.  O'Neill,  M.  D.,  MeadviUe,  Pa. 

A  REMEDY  given  to  the  medical  profession  by 
Dr.  Bundy,  of  California,  for  constipation, 
coming  under  my  notice,  and  being  highly  extolled 
by  various  physicians  throughout  the  country,  I 
was  induced  to  give  it  a  trial.  It  is  a  common  say- 
ing among  many  in  the  profession,  the  longer  we 
practice  the  more  skeptical  we  are  in  regard  to  the 
modus  operajidi  of  medicine.  This  loss  of  confi- 
dence is  produced  from  various  causes.  First. 
We  must  consider  that  medicines  are  nothing  but 
relative  agents ;  that  the  action  of  medicine  upon 
the  organism  gives  us  merely  a  chain  of  facts, 
when  given,  merely  to  remove  certain  morbid  con- 
ditions, or  exalt  or  diminish  certain  physiological 
functions  ;  that  the  greater  the  number  of  satisfac- 
tory results  observed,  the  less  progress  will  theoretic 
skepticism  make ;  that  this  loss  of  confidence  in  medi- 
cine often  arises  from  certain  medicines  giving  un- 
pleasant secondary  symptoms,  although  the  primary 
action  of  the  medicine  excites  admiration  and  in- 
creases confidence,  but  not  sufficient  to  prompt  the 
incredulous  to  further  perseverance  ;  hence,  a  medi- 
cine is  often  cast  aside  and  falls  into  disuse. 

In  a  practice  of  seventeen  years,  I  have  had  many 
forms  of  stomach  and  bowel  indigestion,  and  have 
tried  many  remedies  for  the  same,  with  varied  re- 
sults, but  never  had  such  satisfactory  success  as  I 
have  had  in  the  use  of  cascara  sagrada.  It  has 
peculiar  effects  upon  the  alimentary  tract  that  should 
give  it  prominent  distinction  among  the  many  old 
and  reliable  remedies  of  the  pharmacopoeia.  In  our 
search  after  instruction  in  any  department  of  medi- 
cine, we  should  not  be  in  haste  in  accepting  con- 
clusions, for  fear  we  might  establish  a  post  hoc  for 
2l  propter  hoc.     Especially  is  this  caution  necessary 


in  the  modus  operandi  oi  medicine.  But,  as  Emer- 
son says,  "the  knowledge  of  having  done  the  thing 
before  increases  courage." 

A  IMiss  T.,  of  this  city,  eighteen  years  of  age, 
consulted  me  concerning  what  she  considered  a  too 
frequent  menstrual  flow.  I  found  that  she  had,  in 
conjunction  with  this,  chronic  pelvic  peritonitis, 
which,  I  think,  is  a  common  occurrence  in  this 
country.  Loth  to  move  the  bowels  for  fear  of  dis- 
turbing the  peritoneum,  as  she  was  exceedingly 
constipated — stomach  digestion  apparently  not  dis- 
turbed— but  a  "colonic  indigestion  "•  very  evident, 
I  prescribed  30-drop  doses  of  cascara  sagrada,  fluid 
extract,  to  be  taken  thrice  daily,  as  a  test,  ordered 
quietness,  and  to  remain  mostly  in  the  recumbent 
position.  Saw  the  patient  four  days  afterwards, 
when  her  mother,  an  intelligent  lady,  told  me  that 
the  pain  had  gone  mostly,  and  her  bowels  had 
moved,  and  without  giving  any  disturbance  to  the 
neighboring  viscera.  This  I  would  scarcely  have 
expected  from  any  laxative  or  cathartic  in  the 
pharmacopoeia.  The  desideratum  often  desired  in 
medicine  is  to  avoid  unpleasant  secondary  effects, 
although  we  are  very  anxious  for  primary  results. 
There  were  none  developed  in  this  case,  nor  in 
any  of  the  several  cases  I  have  since  used  the 
medicine  in.  I  painted  the  hypogastric  region 
daily  with  the  tincture  of  iodine — continued  the 
cascara  sagrada  until  her  bowels  moved  daily  and 
easily.  This  case  was  an  unique  or  unusual  one, 
to  try  an  experiment  on,  with,  to  me,  a  new 
remedy ;  but  from  my  knowledge  of  cascara  sa- 
grada, at  this  present  sitting,  I  unhesitatingly  say 
it  can  be  used  under  any  circumstances,  when  there 
is  a  general  lethargy  of  the  bowels.  I  now  fre- 
quently prescribe  it  in  "  colonic  dyspepsia,"  with 
good  results.  Patients  do  not  object  to  taking  it ;  it 
is  followed  by  no  unpleasant  secondaiy  symptoms. 
I  can  most  safely  say  it  is  a  most  valuable  remedy 
in  constipation.  As  to  its  modtis  opera?tdi  on  the 
alimentary  canal,  I  shall  not  now  stop  to  inquire, 
but  content  myself  with  the  knowledge  of  the  fact 
that  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  manufactured  a  boon 
to  the  medical  profession  for  constipation.  One 
thing  I  might  say  in  regard  to  its  action,  that  I  be- 
lieve it  stimulates  the  entire  mucous  tract  to  action, 
and  moves  the  bowels  by  virtue  of  the  force  it  gives 
to  secretion. 

Gentiana   Quinqueflora  in   Intermittent 
Fever. 

By  C.  H.  Yelvington,  M.  D.,  Susquehanna,  Pa. 

pASE  I.— Mr.  J.  A.  McElwee,  of  San  Jose,  Cal., 
\y  came  to  Pa.,  to  spend  the  winter.  On  the 
way  stopped  to  visit  some  friends  ;  went  fishing, 
and  contracted  malarial  fever.  Arriving  in  this 
locality  the  paroxysms  were  severe,  and  sometimes 
came  on  daily,  at  other  times  every  other  day. 
Went  through  with  the  usual  course  of  cholagogues 
with  sulph.  quinia  as  an  anti periodic,  and  yet  the 
chills  would  return  every  few  days.  Ouinia  was 
taken  in  small  and  large  doses  until  his  ears  would 
ring,  and  his  head  seem  to  be  as  big  as  a  bushel 
basket  (his  own  expression).  This  continued  for 
nearly  two  months,  when,  one  day  seeing  me  he 
inquired  if  I  could  cure  the  fever  and  the  ague.  I 
replied  I  could  not,  but  had  a  remedy  that  would. 
He  said,  "  Yes,  I  suppose  it  is  quinine  ;  I  have 
taken  all  that  I  ever  will."  I  answered,  "  No,  I 
won't  give  quinine  for  it,  but  will  show  you  the 
article,"  which  I  did,  and  furnished  him  with  suf- 
ficient of  the  tr.  of  gent,  quin.,  to  last  him  a  week  ; 
after  which  time  he  returned,  saymg,  that  if  it  was 
not  for  the  severe  perspiration,  which  caused  him 
to  be  so  weak,  he  thought  he  would  be  all  right. 
For  this  I  prescribed  : 
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B     Fl.  ext.  belladonna,   3  j. 


Tr.  cinnamon,   |  j. 
Tr.  gent,  qiiin. 
Aquae,   Jij. 


3J- 


M.  Sig.  A  tcaspoonful  every  two  to  four  hours, 
as  necessary.  This  completed  the  cure.  Note  ist, 
That  small  and  large  doses  of  quinia  failed  to  con- 
trol the  exacerbations  in  this  case  ;  and  2d,  that 
active  cathartics  had  reduced  the  vitality  of  the 
patient. 

Case  2. — Mr.  D.  Taft,  of  Gibson,  Susquehanna 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  formerly  P.  M.  at  that  place,  went  to 
Kansas,  intending  to  make  his  home  there,  soon 
contracted  chills  and  fever,  for  which,  while  there, 
he  took  the  usual  remedies,  among  which  were 
quinia  in  all  heard-of-doses ;  says  it  cost  him  $10 
for  quinia  alone  ;  and  finally  was  compelled  to  leave 
the  countiy,  and  come  back  home  to  his  friends. 
But  the  chills  and  fever  stuck  to  him  until  a  neigh- 
bour of  his  who  had  procured  of  me  some  of  the 
herb  gent,  q.,  gave  him  a  small  quantity,  telling 
him  to  make  a  tea  and  use  it  as  a  drink.  The  day 
before  he  said  he  had  the  hardest  chill  he  had  ever 
had,  and  hardly  cared  to  live  longer  and  suffer 
with  them  as  he  did.  Taking  the  herb  he  steeped 
it  and  drank  it  alternately  with  a  decoction  of  bone- 
set,  and  he  has  never  had  a  hard  chill  since.  For 
a  few  days  he  had  slight  symptoms,  but  the  con- 
tinued use  of  the  gentiana  quinquefolia  soon 
controlled  them. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

By  J.   H.   liuNUY,  M.  D.,  Oakl.and,  Cal. 

WAS  called  on  the  first  of  March  to  see  Mrs.  R., 
aged  forty  years.  I  found  her  suffering 
with  pain  in  the  hepatic  region,  extending  to  the 
splenic.  There  was  considerable  tenderness  on 
pressure,  which  greatly  aggravated  the  pain — to  the 
extent,  in  fact,  that  the  patient  would  not  allow 
much  pressure  or  percussion.  She  further  added 
that  there  was  some  trouble  with  the  rectum,  and 
that  this,  of  the  two,  was  much  the  more  painful, 
and  almost  unbearable.  Upon  examination  1 
found  hcemorrhoidal  tumors,  both  internally  and 
externally.  Bowels  had  not  moved  in  four  or  five 
days ;  pulse  98  ;  tongue  coated  heavily  with  a  yel- 
low coat;  no  appetite;  occasionally  sick  at  the 
stomach,  with  attempts  at  vomiting.  I  gave  the 
following  every  three  hours  until  it  moved  the 
bowels,  and  in  three  days  the  patient  was  up. 
Continued  the  medicine  for  ten  days  longer,  when 
every  vestige  of  the  hepatic  and  splenic  conges- 
tion, together  with  the  piles,  had  disappeared,  and 
the  patient  was  discharged  :  IJ .  Fluid  ext.  cascara, 
3  'j ;  Sig.  gtts.  XXX,  every  three  hours  until  the 
bowels  were  moved ;  then  three  times  daily,  or 
just  enough  to  produce  one  or  two  evacuations 
daily.  About  the  second  day  the  patient  became 
quite  jaundiced,  and  as  soon  as  the  bowels  moved 
well,  this  rapidly  disappeared.  I  have  used  it  in 
other  cases  of  jaundice,  and  find  its  action  equal  to 
the  chionanthus,  and  it  does  not  produce  the  nau- 
sea often  produced  by  the  latter. 

Mr.  H.,  aged  twenty-eight,  came  for  treatment, 
severely  jaundiced,  attended  with  marked  consti- 
pation, which  had  existed  for  months;  pain  in 
right  side  and  shoulder,  with  night  sweats,  etc. 
From  careful  examination,  I  found  the  case  to  be 
jaundice,  from  suppression,  and  gave  the  follow- 
ing :  5  Fluid  ext.  cascara,  3  i,  every  three  hours 
until  the  bowels  moved,  which  required  three  doses. 
After  this  I  gave  fifteen  drops  four  times  daily. 
Kept  up  the  treatment  for  eight  days,  and  dis- 
charged the  patient.  The  patient  informs  me  that 
he  is  taking  the  medicine  in  the  quantity  last 
directed  twice  a  day,  and  that  his  bowels  are  per- 
fectly regular. 


Grindelia    Robusta    and    Verba    Santa 
in  Hay  Fever. 

By  C.  H.  Yelvington,  M.  D.,  Susquehanna,  Pa. 

IN  March,  Mr.  J.  N.  B.,  a  well-to-do  farmer  (whose 
mother  was  under  my  care  suffering  with 
pleuro-pneumonia)  inquired,  "  Doctor,  why  can't 
you  do  something  for  me  ?"  On  directing  my 
attention  to  him  suffering  severely  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  hay  asthma — he  had  just  come  in 
from  the  barns,  where  he  had  been  foddering  his 
stock — I  learned  that  every  winter  for  the  past  ten, 
he  had  suffered  fearfully  in  the  same  manner,  each 
succeeding  winter  worse  than  the  previous,  until 
it  was  a  dread  to  him  to  even  go  in  a  barn  where 
hay  was  stored,  and  that  he  had  consulted  various 
physicians  without  receiving  any  benefit,  and  taken 
many  "patent"  medicines  without  relief.  I  had 
with  me  a  bottle  of  grindelia  robusta  and  yerba 
santa,  equal  parts  combined,  which  I  was  using  in 
a  case  of  partial  aphonia  complicated  with 
asthma,  and  1  thought  I  would  give  it  a  trial  in 
this  case.     Prepared  : 

^.     Fl.   exts.  grindelia:   robustae  et  yerba;  santae,   coch. 
parv.,j. 
Aquae  purae,  coch.  parv.,  xj. 

M.  Sig.  A  teaspoonful  every  twenty  minutes 
until  relieved  then  at  intervals  of  three  hours  until 
cured. 

May  I — Saw  Mr.  B.  He  informed  me  that  he 
took  up  the  first  twelve  teaspoonfuls.  The  three 
first  gSiVe.  prompt  and  tfncxtnlreh'cf,  but  continued 
the  use  until  the  twelve  were  used.  Prepared  the 
second  twelve,  but  found  it  necessary  at  first  to 
take  but  one  teaspoonful  a  day,  and  now  takes  one 
at  intervals  of  from  five  to  eight  days,  and  suffers 
no  more  from  the  diiTiculty.  He  wants  to  know 
why  some  of  the  other  physicians  in  this  part  of 
the  country  did  not  know  what  to  give  years  ago. 


Cercis  Canadensis — Judas  Tree. 

By  Dk.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Cairo,  III. 

Medical   Properties   and   Uses  —  Astringent,   with   a  specific 
alterative  action  on  mucous  membrane. 

I  HAVE  had  over  twenty  years'  experience  in  the 
use  of  Cercis  Canadensis,  and  can,  with  confi- 
dence, recommend  it  to  the  profession.  In  all 
cases  where  an  astringent  is  indicated  it  will  give 
satisfaction,  and  it  has  the  advantage  over  all  other 
articles  of  that  class,  that  it  can  be  given  when  the 
stomach  is  irritable,  without  increasing  the  trouble, 
making  it  very  valuable  in  the  treatment  of  the 
diarrhoeas  peculiar  to  infancy.  But  it  is  in  the 
treatment  of  chronic  diarrhosa  and  dysentery  that  its 
curative  action  is  most  manifest.  During  the  war  I 
used  it  at  the  Post  Hospital  at  Cairo,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  that  scourge  of  the  western  army — camp 
diarrha'a — with  extraordinary  success.  In  chronic 
dysentery  I  administer  the  cercis  as  follows : 


I^.    Fluid  ext.  cercis  Can., 
Syr.  rhei.  arom.. 


32  ]  00  ( 1  j). 
96  I  00  ( I  iij). 


M.  Sig.  A  teaspoonful  every  four  hours.  If 
the  discharges  be  fetid,  add  to  the  above — creasote 
o  I  48  (8  drops).  Also  inject  the  following  after 
each  discharge : 


IJ.    Fluid  ext.  cercis  Can., 
Ext.  glycyrrhizae,  . 
Aquae,     . 

U. 


4 

4 
64 


00  ( 3  j). 
oo(3j). 
00  ( 1  ij). 


With  proper  regimen,  the  above  treatment  will 
be  found  very  successful.  In  the  treatment  of 
chronic  diarrhoea,  give  the  cercis  in  teaspoonful 
doses  after  each  discharge.  The  cercis  makes  an 
excellent  injection  for  leucorrhoea  and  gleet ;  and, 
in  fact,  it  is  applicable  to  all  cases  where  there  is 
an  atonic  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane. 
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Correspondence. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  been  using  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  prepara- 
tion of  cascara  sagrada  for  the  past  year  with  very 
satisfactory  results,  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  but 
have  recently  had  a  case — that  of  a  young,  ner- 
vous female — who  is  unable  to  take  it  on  account 
of  the  very  "  disagreeable  taste  "  and  the  nausea 
which  almost  certainly  follows  its  administration. 
In  this  particular  case  I  am  very  anxious  indeed 
to  have  her  take  it,  as  she  has  passed  through  the 
hands  of  several  rival  physicians.  I  have  tried  a 
variety  of  combinations,  but  have  failed  to  disguise 
the  taste.  I  write  to  you  hoping  that  you  may 
be  able  to  suggest  some  method  by  which  she  will 
be  enabled  to  take  it.     I  am,  very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  CALDWELL,  M.  D. 

Chicago,  III,  April  24,  1879. 

[We  have  had  several  complaints  of  this  na- 
ture, but  have  never  experienced  any  opposition 
from  our  patients  in  our  use  of  the  fluid  extract  of 
cascara.  We  generally  direct  each  dose  of  fluid 
extract  to  be  dropped  in  at  least  a  half  goblet  of 
water,  and  swallowed  at  one  time.  This  method  so 
dilutes  the  preparation  as  to  render  it  unobjection- 
able. Syrup  and  aromatics  may  be  added  to  the 
water  to  increase  the  palatability.  If  it  is  desired 
to  make  the  dose  entirely  free  from  bitter  taste,  it 
may  be  prescribed  with  elix.  licorice  aromatic  as  a 
vehicle.  In  this  connection  we  will  state  our  im- 
pression that  physicians  generally  fail  to  obtain 
the  full  benefit  of  the  action  of  cascara  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  too  large  doses.  In  ordinary  cases 
of  constipation  not  over  fifteen  drops  should  be 
given  at  one  time.  This  dose  should  be  repeated 
four  times  a  day  for  a  week  or  ten  days.  If  in 
this  interval  relief  is  experienced,  then  gradually 
decrease  the  size  and  frequency  of  the  dose.  If 
no  effect  is  produced,  increase  the  dose  gradually 
till  a  laxative  action  is  obtained,  and  then  con- 
tinue the  treatment  as  above  advised. — Ed.] 


Ergot. 

Ergot  is,  of  course,  not  a  new  remedy,  but  I 
suppose  it  might  be  a  new  preparation,  for  I  think 
that  if  there  were  some  new  preparations  made  of 
many  of  our  old  remedies,  we  would  be  better  off. 
No  doubt  we,  as  physicians,  have  been  many  times 
disappointed  in  our  expectations  after  administer- 
ing a  remedial  agent  in  obtaining  the  desired  re- 
sult, from  the  mere  fact  that  the  preparation  had 
been  made  from  some  old  and  inert  drug. 

I  was  called  in  great  haste,  April  30th,  to  see  a 
parturient  female,  and  knowing  that  her  time  was 
not  fully  up,  I  expected  a  bad  case.  When  I  ar- 
rived I  found  the  woman  lying  on  the  floor,  pale 
as  death,  and  in  a  pool  of  blood.  I  felt  first  for 
pulse,  which  I  could  not  find.  I  then  made  an 
examination,  and  found  only  a  slightly  dilated  and 
very  rigid  os,  and  profuse  flooding.  I  had  with  me 
some  fld.  ext.  of  ergot,  and  at  once  gave  a  full 
dose,  which  soon  brought  on  uterine  contractions ; 
but  as  the  tendency  was  to  a  relaxed  uterus  and 
Hooding,  I  felt  that  nothing  but  prompt  delivery 
would  save  her  life.  I  managed  to  rupture  the 
membranes,  hoping  to  excite  uterine  contractions, 
but  the  flooding  continued,  and  I  gave  more 
ergot,  which  soon  brought  on  strong  pains.  My 
patient   was   only  six   months    advanced,    a   time 


when  dilatation  is  apt  to  be  slow,  and  with  more 
or  less  detachment  of  the  placenta.  The  amount 
of  blood  already  lost,  together  with  the  inertia 
of  the  womb,  convinced  me  of  the  serious  nature 
of  the  case,  but  after  the  uterine  action,  following 
the  use  of  the  ergot,  she  began  to  revive,  and  in 
three  hours  the  dilatation  was  completed,  and  the 
delivery  soon  accomplished. 

I  had  often  given  ergot  before,  but  never  with 
such  marked  results,  probably  owing  to  a  fault  in 
the  preparation  employed. 

I  have  since  ascertained  from  our  druggist  that 
the  sample  used  in  the  case  I  have  reported,  was 
made  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.     Yours,  with  respect, 
W.  C.  BRITTAIN,  M.  D. 


Rhododendron  Maximum. 

A  remedy  recently  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
medical  profession  by  J.  M.  Mulholland,  M.  D., 
bids  fair  to  become  a  remedy  of  merit,  from  its 
apparent  effect  upon  the  human  system.  The 
main  line,  or  one  of  the  main  points  of  its  action, 
is  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchial 
tubes.  In  all  cases  of  congestion,  or  slow  circu- 
lation in  these  membranes,  it  seems  to  set  up  an 
inflammatory  action,  which  either  quickly  produces 
a  resolution,  or  suppurative  process,  having  a 
quick  and  favorable  termination,  leaving  the  mem- 
brane in  a  healthy  condition.  Consequently  it  has 
proved  itself  a  remedy  in  diphtheritic  conditions  of 
the  trachea  and  bronchial  tubes,  and  is  the  only 
remedy  I  have  ever  known  to  remove  such  con- 
dition or  exudation  when  located  upon  these  mem- 
branes, and  is  the  only  single  remedy  on  which  I 
place  any  reliance  in  such  cases,  having  known  it 
to  be  successful  in  several  instances. 

Reasoning  from  this  conclusion,  it  is  a  remedy 
in  cough  arising  from  a  dry  condition  of  the  trachea 
and  bronchial  tubes  in  old  persons.  In  the  latter 
case  it  should  be  given  in  the  form  of  Fl.  Ext., 
thus : 

B     FI.  ext.  rhododendron  max.,  gtts.  v  to  vij. 

Water,  %  of  a  goblet,  sweetened  with  white  sugar. 

Sig.     One  teaspoonful  every  two  hours. 

In  case  of  diphtheritic  croup,  this  mixture  may 
be  given  alternately  with  either  veratrum  viride,  or 
aconite.  The  former,  if  the  pulse  is  full,  the  latter, 
if  small. 

The  action  of  rhododendron  max.  seems  also  to 
be  directed  to  the  skin,  as  in  cases  of  chronic 
roughness,  and  moth  patches,  especially  when  ac- 
companied with  roughness  of  the  skin. 

I  rely  on  it,  and  it  has  gained  a  constant  place 
in  my  pocket  medicine  case  for  use  in  such  cases 
as  above  stated.         Yours  truly, 

A.  B.  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 

TUNKHANNOCK,    Pa.,  1 879. 


Berberis  Aquifolium — Damiana. 

I  must  say  that  I  am  so  well  pleased  with  the 
knowledge  that  other  physicians  have  met  with  an 
experience  similar  to  my  own,  that  I  am  emboldened 
to  make  a  like  charge  in  regard  to  the  substitution 
of  inferior  remedies  and  the  adulteration  of  your 
specialties,  of  which  they  complain. 

I  have  invariably  had  success  with  the  prepara- 
tions I  have  used,  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  after  I 
had  failed  with  the  same  (so  called)  remedies  ob- 
tained from  jobbers,  or  from  where  I  had  reason  to 
believe  they  had  been  reduced  in  strength. 

I  believe  that  the  physician  and  patient  would 
gain  greatly,  the  former  in  reputation,  and  the 
latter  in  health,  if  prescribers  would  insist  in  their 
druggist  dispensing  ^z^r^  unadulleraled  medicines 
(cost  what  they  would),  and  see  that  they  came 
direct  from  a  reliable  manufacturer. 
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Cheap  drugs  have  caused  more  trouble  than 
people  are  aware  of ;  and  I  for  one,  will  say  that 
if  I  had  my  life  to  go  over,  I  would  use  every  care 
possible  to  drive  out  those  who  tamper  with  the 
means  that  our  profession  use  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sick  and  suffering. 

In  regard  to  berberis  aquifolium  and  damiana,  I 
have  met  with  splendid  success  from  their  use  ; 
the  former  acting  finely  in  scrofulous  and  syphil- 
itic affections,  the  latter  in  debility  of  the  sexual 
organs,  and  also  as  a  general  tonic  for  persons 
who  from  age  or  imprudence,  have  broken  down. 
Wishing  you  success,  I  am  truly  yours, 

H.  BEAUCHAMP,  M.  D. 

Hamilton,  Ohio,  May  6,  1879. 


New  Remedies. 

I  deem  it  a  matter  of  justice  to  you,  and  all 
those  associated  with  you,  in  bringing  before 
the  profession  so  many  new  remedies,  to  give  you 
some  of  my  own  experience  with  such  as  I  have 
used.  And,  first,  I  report  that  I  have  now  pre- 
scribed the  fluid  extract  of  cascara  sagrada,  made 
by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  for  nearly  a  year,  having 
used  several  pounds,  and  find  it  to  be  a  most  valu- 
able and  efficient  remedy  in  habitual  constipa- 
tion— greatly  superior  to  any  other  remedy  I  have 
ever  made  use  of. 

Verba  santa  has  proved  to  be  an  excellent  rem- 
edy in  chronic  bronchial  affections,  and  also  in 
common  colds.  I  have  not  been  successful  with 
it  in  the  cough  of  the  tubercular  consumptive. 

Berberis  aquifolium  has  not  given  me  the  satis- 
faction in  scrofulous  diseases  which  others  have 
reported. 

Grindelia  robusta  has  proved  to  be — not  a  spe- 
cific— but  a  valuable  remedy  in  asthma. 

Fucus  vesiculosus  as  an  anti-fat  remedy  is  un- 
certain. I  believe  it  should  be  prescribed  with 
great  caution. 

Eucalyptus  globulus  I  have  not  been  permitted 
to  fairly  test  yet,  but  I  believe  damiana  to  be  the 
best  remedy  we  have  in  sexual  debility. 

I  have  on  hand  several  other  of  the  new  prepara- 
tions, which  I  propose  to  try  for  the  diseases  for 
which  they  are  recommended.  It  is  inexpedient 
for  me  to  enter  upon  new  experiments  with  drugs. 

And  I  would  like  also  to  try  some  others  upon 
the  list  you  publish,  were  it  not  for  the  high  price. 
More  again.     Yours  truly, 

SAM'L  KENEAGG,  M.  D. 
StrasbUrg,  Pa.,  May  8,  1879. 


Berberis   Aquifolium — Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  successfully  used  the  fluid  extract  of  cas- 
cara sagrada,  with  the  fluid  extract  of  berberis 
aquifolium  in  a  case  of  chronic  and  obstinate  con- 
stipation of  the  bowels,  (from  which  the  patient 
has  suffered  for  the  last  ten  years.  During  this 
time  he  has  been  a  subject  of  almost  constant 
medication,  taking  aperients,  drastic  and  hydro- 
gogue  cathartics  in  astonishingly  large  doses,  and 
obtaining  but  temporary  relief  therefrom.  After 
four  weeks'  use  of  the  following  solution,  he  feels 
himself  entirely  relieved,  and  pronounces  it  the 
only  efficient  remedy  he  has  ever  taken,  and  at 
this  time  considers  himself  permanently  cured  of 
an  annoyance  which  has  made  him  miserable  for 
so  many  years  : 

5.     Fluid  ext.  berberis  aquifolium,  Jiij. 
Fluid  ext.  cascara  sagrada,  5'ij' 
Glycerine,  5ij. 

M.  S.  ^  teaspoonful  after  each  meal,  and 
upon  going  to  bed. 


I   will  prescribe  it    in  the  future  in    all    cases 
which  may  come  under  my   care,  with  confidence. 
Respectfully,        P.  M.  WAGENHALS,  M.  D. 
Columbus,  O.,  May  16,  1879. 


New  Preparations — Fucus  Vesiculosus. 

In  looking  over  New  PREPARATIONS,  my  atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  your  fl.  ext.  of  fucus  vesiculosus 
as  an  anti-fat  remedy,  and  having  a  patient  that 
carries  nearly  three  hundred  pounds  of  adipose 
tissue,  and  steadily  increasing,  I  thought  to  try  the 
remedy  on  him.  I  sent  to  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  di- 
rect for  one  pound  of  the  fluid  extract,  which  was 
promptly  received,  and  the  patient  immediately 
commenced  taking  half-drachm  doses  three  times 
a  day,  and  steadily  increased  the  dose  to  a  drachm, 
and  continued  until  the  pound  was  taken,  and  the 
patient  had  lost  seven  pounds  of  flesh. 

Over  two  months  has  now  elapsed  since  the  last 
of  the  remedy  was  taken,  and  no  increase  of 
weight.  The  remedy  caused  a  decided  increase  in 
the  secretion  of  the  kidneys,  digestion  not  im- 
paired. The  patient  is  a  gentleman  35  years  of 
age,  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  has  always  been 
fleshy. 

My  only  excuse  for  writing  this  is  simply  to  give 
my  testimony  in  favor  of  what  I  believe  to  be  a 
useful   remedy,    fully   appreciating   that   it  is  the 
multitude  of  testimony  that  establishes  a  fact. 
Respectfully,  H.  G.  DUBOIS,  M.  D. 

CaiVIDEN,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1879. 


Eucalyptus — Cascara  Sagrada — Yerba  Reuma. 

I  have  used  eucalyptus  in  diphtheria  and  typhoid 
with  77iarked  success.  Have  found  that  cascara 
sagrada  has  a  positive  effect  in  dyspepsia  and  dia- 
betes, if  taken  in  small  doses  after  meals,  sufficient 
to  produce  one  or  two  actions  of  bowels  per  day — 
say  15  to  30  drops.  In  the  latter  disease  yerba 
santa,  in  one-drachm  doses,  twice  a  day,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  cascara,  will  have  a  good  effect.  A 
combination  of  equal  parts  of  red  clover  blossoms 
and  yerba  reuma  will  have  a  better  effect  in  catarrh 
than  the  latter  alone.  Snuff  a  teaspoonful  of  infu- 
sion up  each  nostril  three  times  a  day,  and  a  tea- 
spoonful internally.  Keep  bowels  open  with  cas- 
cara. Will  do  wonders  in  catarrh. 
Respectfully, 

EDWARD  HENDERSON,  M.  D.,  V.  D. 

Portland,  Oregon,  April  15,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  tried  your  fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrada,  and  am 
pleased  to  inform  you  that  it  has  acted  with  uni- 
form results  in  every  case  of  constipation  of  the 
bowels.  My  formula  has  been  one  ounce  of  cas- 
cara with  one  ounce  of  syrup  tolu  and  one  ounce 
of  glycerine.  Dose,  teaspoonful  at  noon  and  at 
bedtime,  which  in  every  case  has  had  the  de- 
sired result.  I  have  tried  it  in  constipation  after 
confinement  in  two  cases,  one  case  fracture  of  the 
hip  in  an  old  lady  sixty-three  years  of  age,  and  the 
others  have  been  in  cases  of  habitual  constipation, 
and  the  result  has  been  the  same  in  every  case.  I 
have  never  to  my  knowledge  given  more  than  one 
teaspoonful  of  the  above  mixture  twice  during  the 
twenty-four  hours.  I  can  say  this  much  in  its 
favor,  it  is  the  best  kno7vn  remedy  for  constipation, 
but  I  am  not  able  as  yet  to  inform  you  whether  it 
will  cure  that  obstinate  complaint ;  action  on  the 
bowels  without  pain. 

Yours  respectfully,  W.  AKIN,  M.  D., 

Troy,  N.Y.,  April  24,  1879.  No.  12  4th  St. 
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Papaw. 

Your  clippi7is;,  in  NEW  PREPARATIONS  of 
April,  from  a  German  naturalist  on  the  papaw 
I  think  has  reference  to  some  other  fruit  than  ours, 
or  is  bogus.  Who  ever  heard  of  the  creamy 
juice  of  the  unripe  papaw,  the  substance  of 
which  is  as  dry  and  insipid  as  an  elder-pith  ;  or  of 
pigs  being  injured  by  eating  largely  of  the  fruit, 
when  the  truth  is  pigs  would  starve  to  death  in  a 
papaw  patch.  Nobody  ever  heard  of  a  pig  eat- 
ing a  papaw.  And  the  taste  of  the  fruit  is 
more  lii<e  anything  else  than  a  citron  mi.xed  with 
turpentine.  It  is  a  Dutch  papaw  that  has  these 
peculiarities.  HENRY  G.  TODD. 

Danville,  Ind.,  April  25,  1879. 

The  Papaw  referred  to  by  the  German  naturalist 
in  question  is  the  cerica  payaya,  a  tree  found  only 
in  the  tropics  and  differing  entirely  from  our  North 
American  papaw  (asininia  triloba).  The  writer 
became  well  acquainted  with  the  papaw  in  the 
equatorial  region  of  Brazil,  and  can  to  a  certain 
extent  substantiate  the  statements  made  regarding 
it.  Traveling  through  Brazil  one  notices  in  the 
clearings  around  most  houses  a  few  small  trees 
with  large,  deeply  serrated,  leaves  of  a  beautiful 
dark  green  color,  and  a  fruit  about  the  size  and 
shape  of  a  cantelope,  green  when  unripe,  and  yel- 
low when  ripe.  This  is  the  papaw,  or  mamao,  as 
it  is  called  in  Brazil.  The  unripe  fruit  enters  very 
largely  into  Brazilian  cookery.     The  modus  oper- 


andi is  generally  to  cut  the  fruit  in  small  pieces, 
macerate  them  with  a  little  cold  water,  with  which 
the  meat  they  wish  to  make  tender  is  carefully 
washed,  or,  if  the  meat  be  very  tough,  some  pieces 
of  the  fruit  are  cooked  with  it.  When  cooked  the 
papaw  forms  an  agreeable  vegetable,  resembling  in 
taste  our  squash.  The  ripe  fruit  is  eaten  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  melons.  The  Brazilians  also  make  use 
of  the  leaves  of  the  tree  for  bleaching  purposes. 

As  to  the  digestive  principle  of  papaw,  the 
writer  is  not  prepared  to  express  an  opinion, 
but  a  substance  that  will  make  a  tough  parrot  as 
tender  as  a  spring  chicken  seems  worthy  of  scien- 
tific investigation. 


Jaborandi. 

Have  used  cascara  with  excellent  results  in  con- 
stipation, in  four  cases. 

Of  fluid  extract  jaborandi  I  can  speak  more 
definitely,  having  used  it  longer,  and  in  a  wider 
range  of  cases,  and  because  of  certain  effects  as 
a  diaphoretic  and  sialagogue  I  am  led  to  regard  it 
as  one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions  to 
modern  materia  medica. 

I  should  like  to  try  kava-kava  in  two  or  three 
cases  now  under  treatment,  but  have  not  been  able 
to  procure  it. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  D.  SUTTON,  M.  D. 
Rome,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1879. 
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How  to  Test  New  Remedies. 


yyYHE  advice  of  Lord  Bacon  as  to  the  proper 
'^j^  method  of  reading :  "  Read  not  to  con- 
'Q  tradict,  nor  to  believe  and  take  for  granted, 
^  •  but  to  weigh  and  consider,"  might  very  fitly 
be  paraphrased  and  applied  to  the  manner  of  receiv- 
ing new  remedies  :  Contradict  not,  nor  refute  the 
evidence  concerning  them,  without  first  weighing 
and  considering  it ;  neither  take  for  granted  anything 
said  of  them  until  you  have  honestly  tried  them. 
Without  doubt  most  of  the  unjust  opinions  which 
exist  on  the  subject  of  new  remedies  are  to  be  found 
among  those  whose  sciolism  disqualifies  them  from 
passing  judgment.  There  exists  no  reason,  that 
we  can  imagine,  why  different  rules  of  evidence 
should  obtain  on  the  matter  of  new  remedies  than 
on  any  other  subject  demanding  investigation. 
Granted  that  the  science  of  therapeutics  has  not 
reached  its  highest  stage  of  development  (and 
there  will  be  found  but  very  few  who  will  dispute 
the  proposition),  and  the  man  who  deliberately 
avoids  a  new  remedy,  refuses  to  test  the  claims 
made  for  it  by  credible  witnesses,  and  actually  re- 
gards it  with  suspicion  for  no  better  reason  than 
that  it  is  new,  has  an  erroneous  conception  of  the 
obligations  which  devolve  on  him  as  a  member  of 
a  profession  whose  mission  it  is  to  reclaim  from 
nature  stores  which  she  has  hidden  away  for  the 
relief  of  suffering  humanity. 

In  considering  a  remedy  with  a  view  to  honestly 
learn  its  merits,  all  prejudice  and  preconception 
concerning  it  must  be  carefully  got  rid  of.  None 
but  an  honest  mind  should,  in  justice,  be  a 
searcher  after  truth.  The  mind  should  be  like  a 
sheet  of  white ;  it  should  nothing  extenuate,  nor 
set  aught  down  in  malice.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
errors  are  not  as  often  fallen  into  by  starting  out 
too  strongly  prepossessed  as  by  cherishing  undue 
suspicion.  In  the  former  case  the  medicine  is 
given  with  a  certainty  of  result,  and  when  this  re- 
sult is  not  reached  the  good  it  actually  does  per- 
form is  apt  to  be  overlooked.  In  the  latter  case 
marked  beneficial  effects  are  prone  to  be  ascribed 
to  other  agencies  than  the  remedy  given.  The 
history  of  a  number  of  new  remedies  amply  illus- 
trates these  propositions.  Jaborandi,  coming  as  it 
did  to  this  country,  bearing  the  indorsement  of 
European  celebrities,  was  received  with  open  arms 
by  the  profession  of  this  country.     It  was  not  long. 


however,  after  its  introduction  here,  before  articles 
appeared  in  the  journals  condemning  it,  because,  in 
a  case  or  two  in  which  it  had  been  tried,  it  had  not 
produced  its  sialogogue  and  diaphoretic  effects. 
In  certain  cases,  also,  it  has  been  known  to  cause 
emesis,  but  vomiting  is  not  one  of  its  physiological 
effects.  Grindelia  robusta  has  failed  in  some  hands 
to  relieve  the  paroxysms  of  spasmodic  asthma. 
Fucus  vesiculosus,  in  certain  cases,  has  increased, 
instead  of  diminished,  obesity.  Verba  santa,  in 
the  very  face  of  the  accumulated  testimony  to  its 
great  worth  as  a  remedy  in  chronic  bronchitis,  was 
recently  pronounced  worthless,  and  that,  too,  by  a 
doctor  practicing  in  a  community  in  which  the  drug 
has  been  a  popular  remedy  for  many  years. 

In  the  case  of  each  of  the  above  remedies  which 
have  been  adduced  as  illustrations,  the  general  ver- 
dict has  been  overwhelmingly  favorable.  But  the 
fact  that  there  exists  any  contradiction  whatever  in 
the  testimony,  has  its  lesson.  As  we  have  just  in- 
timated, preconceived  opinions  and  prejudices  are 
inconsistent  with  a  judicial  mind ;  but  there  are 
also  other  factors  in  the  causation  of  a  diversity  of 
expressed  opinions  on  a  given  drug.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  improper  sizes  in  the  doses 
given.  In  submitting  a  new  remedy  to  a  trial,  the 
doses  should  be  small  and  tentative — that  is,  they 
should  not  be  repeated  until  the  effects  of  the  pre- 
ceding doses  have  been  carefully  observed.  In 
this  manner  only  can  an  intelligent  conclusion  be 
arrived  at,  and  the  dangers  of  overdosing  ax'oided. 
Medicine  is  not  a  thing  of  which  anything  can  be 
predicated  from  its  physical  properties.  The 
chemist  may  be  able  to  analyze  it,  but  the  laboratory 
of  the  human  system  is  the  only  one  that  furnishes 
data  for  the  therapeutist. 

Another  source  of  error  is  improper  diagnosis. 
After  the  properties  of  a  drug  have  been  deter- 
mined, and  its  nosological  and  posological  place 
properly  determined,  it  is  necessary,  in  order 
to  obtain  its  best  effects,  to  make  a  proper  selec- 
tion of  the  case  in  which  to  administer  it.  It 
would,  for  instance,  hardly  detract  from  an  intelli- 
gent man's  opinion  of  opium  if  it  failed  to  relieve 
constipation,  and  if,  haply,  cascara  sagrada  should 
fail,  before  condemning  it  he  would  satisfy  himself 
that  there  was  no  intussusception  or  other  physical 
obstacle  to  a  proper  easement.  He  would  scarcely 
condemn  jaborandi  because  it  failed  to  ease  a  par- 
oxysm of  asthma,  and  if  grindelia  robusta  should 
fail  to  bring  relief,  he  would  make  another  exami- 
nation to  determine  whether  he  was  not  mistaken 
in  attributing  to  purely  functional  spasm  the  causa- 
tion of  the  dyspnoea  which  was  owing  to  valvular 
cardiac  trouble.  The  intelligent  physician  does 
not  prescribe  for  symptoms.  Herein  lies  the  dif- 
ference between  the  scientific  practitioner  and  the 
empiric,  and  herein,  too,  lies,  we  fear,  a  cause  for  the 
disfavor  into  which  a  new  remedy  is  often  brought 
in  the  minds  of  uneducated  men.  A  variety  of 
affections  may  have  one  common  symptom,  and  it  is 
he  who  discerns  the  cause  that  soonest  succeeds  in 
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removing  that  symptom.  The  whole  list  of  anti- 
emetics may  be  gone  through  in  the  vomiting  at- 
tendant on  strangulated  hernia,  when  it  is  only  the 
surgeon's  knife  that  can  afford  relief.  The  remedy 
employed  always  succeeds  best  in  the  hands  of  the 
best  diagnostician,  and  while,  perchance,  it  may 
not  be  entitled  to  all  the  praise  accorded  it,  the  one 
in  whose  hands  it  fails  to  produce  the  desired  re- 
sult, owes  it,  not  only  to  science,  but  to  justice, 
before  condemning  it,  to  carefully  retrace  his  steps, 
and,  by  an  honest  review  of  the  ground,  satisfy  him- 
self that  he  has  not  administered  the  remedy  for  a 
condition  which  really  did  not  obtain.  Once  let 
this  be  the  established  rule,  and  we  opine  that  the 
denunciation  of  certain  new  remedies  from  inter- 
ested sources  would  be  received  with  much  less 
favor  than  is  even  now  accorded  them. 


Bromhydric  Acid. 

THE    following    communication   has  been    re- 
ceived : 

Rochdale,  Mass.,  May  31,  1879. 

New  Remedies  published  a  formula  some  year 
and  a  half  ago,  for  the  preparation  of  bromhydric 
or  hydrobromic  acid.  I  should  like  a  little  informa- 
tion on  this  new  preparation,  as  the  literature  on 
it  is  scant.  Will  you  please  give  your  readers  the 
formula,  together  with  a  few  remarks  on  its  thera- 
peutics, and  oblige,  yours  truly, 

S.  J.  SMITH. 

In  reply  to  the  above  we  would  state  that  the 
attention  of  the  profession  was  first  called  to  this 
valuable  article  by  Dr.  D.  W.  C.  Wade,  of  Holly, 
Michigan,  in  an  article  in  the  Peninsular  Jotir- 
nal  of  Medicine  of  February,  1875.  The  for- 
mula for  its  preparation,  as  given  by  Dr.  Wade, 
in  that  article  was  as  follows  :  One  equivalent  of 
bromide  of  potassium,  two  equivalents  of  tartaric 
acid,  and  only  sufficient  water  to  dissolve  each. 
Mix  the  solution  and  let  it  stand  on  ice-water 
twelve  hours  ;  decant  and  add  water  to  make  a 
fluid  ounce  for  each  eighty  grains  of  bromine. 
This  is  the  reaction  :  K  Br  +  3  T  +  HO  =  K3  ±  + 
HBr  +  HO.  The  bitartrate  of  potassium  (cream 
of  tartar)  that  is  precipitated  is  slightly  soluble, 
but  is  not  an  impurity  that  in  any  way  affects  its 
therapeutic  properties.  Thus  prepared,  bromhy- 
dric acid  represents  ten  grains  of  bromine  to  each 
fluid  drachm,  is  of  a  pale  straw  color,  intensely 
acid,  but  not  caustic,  resembling  in  this  respect 
the  other  dilute  mineral  acids ;  dissolves  the  salts 
of  the  alkaloids  readily,  and  may  be  administered 
in  a  great  variety  of  combinations.  Medium  dose 
half  a  drachm,  well  diluted.  In  the  October, 
1877,  number  of  the  Detroit   Medical  Journal, 


Dr.  Wade  gives  the  following  as  a  more  practical, 
working  formula  : 

Bromide  of  potassium,  lo  Troy  or  ii  avoir,  ounces. 
Tartaric  acid,  12^  T^'roy,  or  14  avoir,  ounces. 
Water,  40  fluid  ounces. 

Proceed  as  in  the   first  formula. 

Dr.  Wade's  article  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
eminent  London  therapeutist.  Dr.  J  Milner  Foth- 
ergill,  and  it  is  doubtless  to  the  articles  which  the 
latter  has  written  on  the  subject  that  bromhydric 
acid  has  become  so  extensively  known  to  the  pro- 
fession. From  his  strong  advocacy  of  it  many 
have  been  led  to  accord  to  Dr.  Fothergill  the 
credit  of  devising  the  formula  by  which  it  is  pre- 
pared. This  is,  however,  an  injustice  to  Dr. 
Wade,  whom  even  Dr.  Fothergill  acknowledges 
as  the  discoverer  and  introducer  of  the  acid. 

The  object  for  which  bromhydric  acid  is  primar- 
ily given  is  to  secure  the  effects  of  bromine  on 
the  system,  and  for  this  purpose  it  has  largely 
supplanted  the  bromine  salts.  The  reasoning 
which  led  Dr.  Wade  to  the  preparation  of  this  acid 
was  that  as  the  bromine  salts  are  not  absorbed  as' 
such,  but  that  before  absorption  they  are  neces- 
sarily decomposed  in  the  stomach,  it  would  facili- 
tate their  therapeutic  effects  if  their  decomposi- 
tion were  accomplished  before  their  ingestion. 
This  reasoning  is  doubtless  sound,  is  particularly 
borne  out  by  the  examples  furnished  in  more  un- 
stable salts,  as  the  sulphides,  and  the  iodides,  and 
experience  has  shown  that  bromism  can  be  more 
readily  secured  by  means  of  the  acid  than  by  its 
combination  in  the  form  of  the  salt. 

Bromhydric  acid  is  indicated  in  almost  all  affec- 
tions requiring  the  exhibition  of  nervous  sedatives 
or  antispasmodics,  and  the  number  and  variety  of 
affections  in  which  an  agent  of  this  nature  is  de- 
manded, is  remarkable.  This  action  of  bromhy- 
dric, in  connection  with  its  alterative  properties, 
has  secured  for  it  as  large  alield  as  is  accorded  any 
other  single  drug,  opium,  perhaps,  alone  excepted. 

Bromhydric  acid  is  an  invaluable  addition  to 
quinine  mixtures.  It  prevents  effectually  the  cere- 
bral disturbance  attendant  on  the  use  of  quinine, 
and  does  this  probably  by  diminishing  the  amount 
of  blood  which  that  salt  determines  to  the  brain. 
Patients  who  from  idiosyncrasy  cannot  tolerate 
quinine,  can  take  it  with  impunity  when  given  with 
bromhydric  acid.  Similar  effects  are  observable 
in  the  case  of  morphia,  although  in  our  experience  . 
the  action  is  not  quite  so  marked  as  in  the  case 
of  quinine. 

We  give  on  page  157  a  quotation  from  the  article 
by  Dr.  Wade  in  the  Detroit  Medical  Journal  be- 
fore alluded  to  as  containing  a  number  of  the 
combinations  and  conditions  in  which  it  may  be 
employed,  to  which  we  refer  those  interested. 
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Book  Reviews. 


A  Clinical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Liver. 
— By  Dr.  Fried.  Theod.  Frcrichs,  Professor  of 
Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Berlin,  etc. 
Three  volumes ;  Vol.  III.  Translated  by  Charles 
Murchison,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.;  Physician  to  the 
London  Fever  Hospital,  etc.  New  York  :  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  Jones  street.     1879. 

This  is  the  third  volume  of  the  great  work  of 
Frerichs  on  the  Liver,  and  the  fifth  volume  of  the 
series  of  Wood's  "  Library  of  Standard  Medical 
Authors."  This  volume  completes  Frerichs,  and 
is  issued  in  the  same  neat  style  as  its  predecessors. 
Its  contents  are  : 

1st.  Pathological;  New  Formations;  Hepatic 
Tumors. 

2d.  Diseases  of  the  Blood  Vessels  of  the  Liver ; 
the  Hepatic  Arteries,  Portal  Vein  and  Hepatic 
Veins. 

3d.  Diseases  of  the  Biliary  Passages. 

4th.  Appendix.  This  is  made  up  of  observa- 
tions and  experiments  in  support  of  the  statements 
made  in  the  volume. 

A  complete  index  is  added.  Frerichs  on  the 
Liver  was  made  valuable  to  the  English  reader  by 
its  able  translator,  Charles  Murchisonf  M.  D., 
LL.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  of  London.  But  his  last  transla- 
tion is  made.  The  Medical  Times,  of  London, 
Eng.,  informs  us  that  on  the  23d  of  April  last,  he 
closed  his  labors  on  earth — no  more  to  be  known 
but  by  his  record.  Many  more  men  could  better 
be  spared  than  Charles  Murchison,  M.  D. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Managers  and  Officers  of 
the  New  Jersey  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  at  Tren- 
ton, for  the  year  ending  October  31,  1878. — We 
learn  from  the  above  that  this  asylum  is  evidently 
in  a  healthy  condition  financially — the  receipts 
being  $140,306.32,  expense  $126,207.24,  leaving  a 
balance  on  hand  of  $14,316.32,  as  against  the  bal- 
ance of  October  31,  1877,  for  $475.34.  The  num- 
ber of  patients  at  the  close  of  the  last  year  was 
510 — 269  men  and  241  women.  The  number  re- 
ceived was  145 — 74  men  and  71  women;  whole 
number  treated  for  the  year,  655.  Of  this  number 
132  have  been  discharged;  consided  as  recovered, 
53  ;  as  improved,  26  ;  as  stationary,  8  ;  not  insane, 
2 ;  by  death,  43.  To  quote  from  the  report  as  it 
bears  upon  the  propriety  of  sending  insane  people 
early  to  the  insane  hospitals,  and  in  which  we  fully 
agree : 

The  percentage  of  recoveries  in  proportion  to 
the  number  admitted  compares  favorably  with  that 
of  former  years,  yet  it  might  have  been  materially 
increased  were  patients  placed  under  care  earlier 
in  the  disease — while  yet  in  its  forming  stages.  It 
is  an  important  fact  that  of  those  discharged  as  re- 
covered, thirty-six,  or  more  than  three-fifths  of  the 
whole  number,  were  deranged  for  a  period  of  less 
than  six  months  prior  to  their  being  placed  under 
treatment  in  the  hospital.  In  no  disease  is  the 
necessity  for  early  treatment  more  clearly  demon- 
strated than  in  insanity.  Reliable  statistics  show 
that  it  is  very  little  amenable  to  treatment  in  its 
chronic  stages,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  these  facts 
have  been  presented  year  after  year  in  the  annual 
reports  of  this  and  other  institutions,  we  find  the 
wards  of  our  hospitals  filled  with  the  chronic  and 
incurably  insane.  It  is  an  unpleasant  fact  that  of 
the  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  now  under  care 
in  our  own  institution,  there  are  probably  not 
more  than  fifty  who  may  fairly  be  considered  as 
curable. 

This  neglect  of  placing  friends  under  treatment 
early  in  the  disease  sometimes  arises  from  the  ap- 


proach of  the  malady  being  so  insidious  as  not  to 
be  easily  recognized,  but  more  frequently,  we 
think,  it  is  the  result  of  the  hope  on  the  part  of 
the  individuals  that  the  patient  will  soon  recover, 
and  the  mind  regain  its  normal  tone ;  or  from  the 
very  natural  reluctance  of  placing  friends,  who 
seem  to  be  suffering  only  from  some  trifling  aber- 
ration of  the  intellect,  away  from  home  and  under 
the  care  of  strangers. 

Thus,  as  has  been  truthfully  stated,  "  diseased 
actioti  is  allowed  to  proceed  unchecked  until  dis- 
eased organization  has  taken  place,  and  the  pa- 
tient has  become  incurable  ;  and  it  is  only  in  con- 
sequence of  some  violent  outrage  that  he  is  at  last 
sent  to  the  asylum." 

Hearing,  and  How  to  Keep  It,  by  Charles  H. 
Burnett,  M.  D.,  Consulting  Aurist  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Aurist  to 
the  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

The  author  of  this  little  book  is  well  known  to 
the  medical  profession  through  his  work  on  the 
"Diseases  of  the  Ear,"  which  is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  English  language,  and  he  has  furnished  in  this 
unpretentious  volume  additional  evidence  of  the 
soundness  of  his  views,  and  of  his  ability  to  write 
on  the  specialty  to  which  he  devotes  his  attention. 
It  is  written  for  the  non-professional  reader,  and  is 
designed  to  give,  as  far  as  can  be  done  in  a  limited 
space,  correct  views  of  the  anatomy,  physiology 
and  hygiene  of  the  ear.  The  style  is  simple,  and 
the  anatomical  description  is  extremely  clear  and 
easy  to  understand,  being  illustrated  by  fourteen 
plates,  some  of  which,  particularly  those  of  the  in- 
ternal ear,  are  very  fine. 

The  physics  and  physiology  of  sound  and  hearing 
could  hardly  be  explained  in  clearer  language.  The 
chapter  on  hygiene  is  excellent,  especially  in  coun- 
seling non-interference  with  an  organ  of  so  deli- 
cate structure,  and  the  allusion  to  the  absurd  things 
that  are  done  to  the  ear  by  those  who  ought  to 
know  better,  forcibly  recalls  to  mind  the  case  of  a 
young  woman  who  had  melted  tallow  poured  into 
her  ear  for  the  cure  of  ear-ache,  with  the  result  of 
fairly  cooking  and  destroying  the  drum-head.  As 
most  laymen  and  laywomen  will  form  opinions  on 
most  medical  subjects,  we  would  wish  that  they 
would  carefully  study  this  work,  so  that  they 
might  as  far  as  possible  be  in  possession  of  correct 
information  at  least  on  this  subject.  It  is  No.  i  of 
the  American  Health  Primers  edited  by  W.  W. 
Greene,  M.  D.,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
of  Philadelphia,  Surgeon  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
and  is  published  by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ;  for  sale  in  Detroit  by  E.  B.  Smith  & 
Co.  ;  price,  40  cents. 

The  United  States  Homoeopathic  Pharmaco- 
poeia.— First  Edition.  Chicago :  Duncan  Bros., 
Publishers.     1878. 

This  is  a  book  of  281  pages,  and  although  an 
unbeliever  in  its  doctrines,  we  must  still  confess 
to  a  disappointment  in  the  perusal  of  its  contents. 

The  idea  in  the  preparation  of  homoeopathic 
remedies  is  to  include  all  the  principles  pertaining 
to  the  individual  material,  whether  vegetable,  ani- 
mal or  mineral.  Thus  :  Scorpion  :  Part  used,  the 
entire  Uving  animal — Form  of  preparation,  tincture 
made  by  placing  one  part  in  five  parts  of  alcohol. 
The  Crab  :  Part  used,  the  living  animal — Form  of 
preparation,  tincture  made  by  pounding  the  living 
animal,  and  covering  it  with  three  parts  of  alcohol, 
allowing  it  to  macerate  for  seven  or  eight  days, 
then  decant  and  filter.  Cereus  Braziliencis,  or 
Brazilian  deer :  Part  used,  the  hide  covered  with 
hair — Form  of  preparation,  trituration. 

The   preface   informs   us    "  that    although    the 
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homcEopathic  physicians  of  the  United  States  equal 
those  of  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  yet  there  has  been 
no  homoeopathic  pharmacopoeia."  Judging  from 
the  extracts  quoted,  a  great  mistake  was  made  in 
issuing  the  present  one.  Whatever  the  doctors 
of  the  persuasion,  for  which  this  work  is  authority, 
may  think  or  believe,  one  thing  is  certain,  that  could 
their  patrons  read  it,  they  would  conclude  at  once 
that  there  was  but  a  short  road  "  from  the  sublime 
to  the  ridiculous,"  and  in  this  conclusion  we  would 
most  cordially  concur. 

Transactions  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  and 
Surgical  Society  of  Michigan  for  the  Year  1878. — 

This  meeting  was  held  in  Detroit,  and  the  report 
shows  that  out  of  a  total  membership  of  57,  seven 
were  honorary  members  ;  that  the  number  present 
was  27,  four  of  whom  were  honorary  members. 
We  had  supposed  that  Eclecticism  had  a  larger  fol- 
lowing in  Michigan,  and  must  confess  to  a  disap- 
pointment. The  transactions  demonstrate  one 
fact — that  it  is  not  always  tiie  largest  number 
that  make  the  most  noise.  The  transactions  also 
show  that,  as  in  homoeopathy,  so  in  Eclecticism, 
the  practice  bears  no  relation  to  the  theory,  and 
mineral  agents  seem  to  be  considered  as  valuable 
as  those  purely  vegetable. 

How  to  Elevate  the  Standard  of  Medical  Edu- 
cation and  Medical  Teaching,  by  A.  B.  Cook, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Medicine  and  Louisville  Medical  Col- 
lege. Louisville,  Ky.,  1879.  Reprint  from  Ameri- 
can Bi- Weekly,  April  26,  1879. 

The  doctor  is  in  favor  of  medical  academies  to 
prepare  the  student  for  the  lecture  course,  and  to 
be  passed  as  in  ordinary  academies,  for  college 
honors. 

When  the  student  completes  his  college  course, 
to  be  examined  by  a  board  constituted  outside  of 
the  teaching  department,  and  to  report  to  the  col- 
lege trustees  for  their  degrees.  The  examiners  to 
be  paid  by  the  fees  from  the  students.  (We  ob- 
ject to  this  in  toto.  The  board  should  be  entirely 
independent.  Otherwise  the  writer's  ideas  are 
very  good.) 

Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  New  York  Oph- 
thalmic and  Aural  Institute,  46  East  Twelfth 
street,  near  Broadway,  for  the  year  1878. 

Frederick  S.  Winster,  President,  146  Broadway. 

Philip  Bissenger,  Secretary,  13  John  street. 

Dr.  H.  Knapp,  Surgeon. 

In  the  Dispensary  Department  4,978  new  patients 
were  treated — 4,084  for  diseases  of  the  eye — 894 
for  diseases  of  the  ear. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  patients  were 
treated  in  the  house.  Of  these  102  paid  all  their 
expenses  in  full;  179  paid  nothing  for  treatment, 
but  paid  their  board. 

Total  receipts,  $13,778.05;  total  expenditures, 
$13,778.05. 

This  institution  is  used  for  a  school  of  ophthal- 
mology and  otology,  and  is  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Knapp,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of  that 
specialty  in  New  York  City. 

Urethrismus  or  Chronic  Spasmodic   Stricture, 

by  F.  N.  Otis,  M.  D.,  Clinical  Professor  of 
Genito-Urinary  Diseases  in  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  surgeons.  New  York.  Surgeon  to  Char- 
ity Hospital,  Member  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, etc. 

Reprint  from  \}i\&  Hospital  Gazette,  April  19,  1879. 

Dr.  Otis  claims  that  spasmodic  stricture  is  due 
to  reflected  irritation. 

This  idea  he  announced  some  three  years  ago. 
Dr.  Sands,  in  an  article  in  the  Hospital  Gazette  of 
February  13,  1879,  takes  exception  to  the  doctrine 


of  spasmodic  stricture,  stating  that  "  he  has  as  yet 
to  meet  with  a  single  instance  of  purely  spasmodic 
stricture." 

The  brochure  of  twenty-two  pages  is  principally 
taken  up  in  the  discussion  of  Dr.  Sands'  paper, 
and  in  which  the  writer  combats  the  doctrines  laid 
down  therein,  and  evidently  with  a  goodly  show  of 
success.  Both  papers  should  be  read.  Dr.  Sands 
closes  by  stating  (and  truly)  "  that  the  science  of 
medicine,  although  rapidly  advancing,  can  reckon 
more  innovations  than  discoveries."  Dr.  Otis 
closes  by  saying  "  he  would  like  to  suggest  that 
while  the  above  is  manifestly  true,  yet  without  in  ■ 
novations  no  discoveries  are  possible. 

Maternal  Impressions — Mother's  Marks. — An 
Expose  of  a  Popular  Fallacy.  By  Rosuuell Park, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  Chicago 
Medical  College,  etc.  Reprint  from  The  Southern 
Clinic,  Feb.,  1879. 

Compliments  of  the  author. 

The  object  of  this  brochure  is  to  show  that  im- 
pressions made  upon  the  mother  do  not  affect 
the  foetus  in  utero,  and  his  views  are  based  on  the 
physiological  truth  that  there  is  no  direct  introduc- 
tion of  the  blood  of  the  mother  through  the  pla- 
centa to  the  child  ;  and  also  that  there  are  neither 
nerves  nor  lymphatics  in  the  placenta. 

The  doctor  makes  a  good  argument  against  the 
popular  notion,  and  we  take  pleasure  in  coinciding 
with  the  views  expressed  by  him. 

Opium  as  a  Tonic  and  Alterative  ;  and  its  Hy- 
podermic Use  in  the  Debility  and  Amaurosis  some- 
times consequent  upon  Onanism.  By  B.  A.  Pope, 
M.  D. — Reprinted  from  the  February  number  of 
the  N.  O.  Medical  and  Surgical  Jourjtal.—Thc 
doctor  recommends  that  opium  should  only  be 
given  by  the  advice  of  the  physician,  and  especially 
protests  against  the  custom  of  teaching  patients 
the  use  of  the  hypodermic  syringe.  In  this  latter 
we  perfectly  coincide. 

The  Laws  of  Therapeutics,  or  the  Science 
and  Art  of  Medicine.— By  Joseph  Kidd,  M.  D. 
Magna  est  Veritas  et  prevalebit.  Philadelphia  ; 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1879.  For  sale  by  E.  B. 
Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit.     Price  $1.25. 

The  above  is  a  volume  of  196  pages,  and  is  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  author  "  to  make  a  fresh 
and  unbiased  inquiry  into  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  science  and  art  of  healing  ;  to  ascer- 
tain if  medicine  can  be  brought  into  the  position 
of  an  exact  science,  or  if  it  is  to  remain  merely  an 
art."  The  author  discusses  Hahnemann's  law  of 
similars,  also  Galen's  law,  which  he  calls  anti- 
pathic. Both  laws  are  illustrated  with  cases, 
which  are  the  most  interesting  portions  of  the 
work.  It  is  very  readable,  contains  much  valu- 
able information,  and  is  written  in  a  concise  and 
easy  manner. 

The  Medical  Herald.— Published  monthly;  $2 
a  year  in  advance.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds,  editor 
and  proprietor,  Louisville,  Ky.,  252  Fifth  avenue, 
No.  2. 

Brother  Reynolds  says  :  "  The  Herald  is  no  or- 
gan of  a  clique,  nor  of  a  school,  nor  '  to  fill  a  want 
long  felt,'  but  it  is  the  orgati  of  the  profession  ; 
not  of  the  dead  past,  but  of  the  living  present  and 
future."  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  such  a  jour- 
nal as  the  Herald,  and  we  wish  it  a  long  life  and 
a  prosperous  one. 

Instrumental  Interference  in  Uterine  Dis- 
placements— Ulceration  of  the  Female  Urethra, 

— Galvanic  Treatment  of  the  Ulcerated  Os  Uteri 
and  Vaginal  Leucorrhoea.  By  O.  E.Herrick,  M.D., 
Greenville,  Michigan. 

Reprint  from  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 
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Proceedings  of  Societies. 

Proceedings    of  the   Wayne    County 
Medical  Society. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  February  21st,  1878. 
Dr.  Borrowman  presented  a  heart  taken  from  a 
laboring  man  who  was  five  feet  eleven  inches  high 
and  aged  72  years,  and  whose  habits  were  gener- 
ally considered  temperate.  The  patient  died  sud- 
denly, and  the  post-mortem  was  held  three  hours 
after  death.  About  two  quarts  of  dark  colored 
blood  was  found  on  opening  the  chest.  This  blood 
came  from  the  bursting  of  an  aneurism  of  the 
transverse  aorta.  The  aneurism  was  about  the 
size  of  a  man's  fist.  The  walls  of  the  heart  were 
hypertrophied,  and  its   cavities   dilated    and   filled 

with  a  large  quantity  of  dark  blood.  The  heart 
weighed  thirteen  ounces  and  three  drams,  and 
presented  evidences  of  carditis. 

He  had  also  made  a  -post-iiiortem  examination  of 
a  young  girl  who  was  found  dead  in  bed  in  a  house 
on  Croghan  street.  The  bed  clothes  were  in  good 
order,  and  all  the  organs  of  her  body  seemed  per- 
fectly healthy.  There  being  no  obvious  cause  of 
death,  the  stomach  and  part  of  the  liver  were  sent 
to  Dr.  Douglass,  of  Ann  Arbor,  for  chemical  ex- 
amination. 

Dr.  Brodie.  The  aneurism  was  probably  caused 
by  inflammation  of  the  part.  The  blood  not  being 
able  to  pass  with  sufficient  freedom  caused  the 
dilatation. 

Dr.  Clarke.  A  colored  sailor,  aged  22  years, 
complains  of  a  severe  spasmodic  pain  in  precor- 
dial region-  morning  and  evening,  lasting  about 
three  hours,  and  partially  relieved  by  walking.  A 
careful  examination  of  the  chest  shows  no  indica- 
tion of  organic  disease  of  the  heart.  To-night  he 
was  coughing  and  expectorating  bright  blood. 
The  pulse  is  forty  per  minute,  and  full.  Ano- 
dynes, anti-spasmodics,  and  tonics  have  been  used 
without  benefit.  The  cause  of  the  trouble  is  not 
obvious,  but  is  probably  due  to  neuralgia  of  the 
heart.  This  man,  who  is  an  exile  from  justice, 
wdth  very  limited  means,  seems  to  have  very  much 
mental  trouble. 

Dr.  Norton.  There  is  probably  some  mitral 
obstruction. 

Dr.  Klein.  If  this  trouble  be  from  neuralgia, 
quinine  should  give  relief. 

Dr.  Brodie.  Fear  and  mental  disturbance  are 
very  liable  to  cause  heart  troubles. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  March  7,  1878. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Book.  An  Irish  lady,  primipara,  aged 
41  years,  had  suffered  much  during  gestation  with 
pain  in  the  back  and  hips.  There  was  a  slight 
discharge  of  water  for  a  few  days  before  labor,  but 
in  other  respects  the  woman's  health  was  excep- 
tionally good.  The  coccyx  was  firm  and  curved 
forwards;  the  os  slightly  dilated,  the  arm  present- 
ing, and  the  pains  strong  and  continuous.  Called 
assistance,  gave  chloroform,  reached  the  feet  with 
very  great  difficulty,  turned  and  then  delivered  with 
little  difficulty.  There  was  some  flooding;  the 
afterbirth,  which  was  healthy,  came  away  without 
difficulty ;  but  the  pulse  flagged.     An  examination 


revealed  a  transverse  rupture  of  the  uterus,  and  the 
patient  died  in  about  one  hour. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron  is  much  in  favor  of  position 
and  external  manipulations  in  rectifying  mal-pre- 
sentations  of  the  foetus.  He  used  this  method  with 
happy  results  with  a  woman  who  is  now  again 
pregnant  for  the  fourth  time.  In  each  of  her  pre- 
vious pregnancies  there  was  shoulder  presentation, 
and  a  similar  result  may  be  expected  in  this.  He 
intends  to  examine  and  rectify  the  position,  if  neces- 
sary, at  the  seventh  rnonth. 

A  woman  who  had  severe  colicky  pams — sup- 
posed labor  pains — was  attended  by  a  doctor  for 
three  days,  without  benefit.  The  retroverted  womb 
was  replaced  and  the  pains  ceased. 

Dr.  Christian.  When  there  is  a  rupture  of  the 
womb,  the  uterus  often  contracts  till  its  contents 
are  expelled. 

A  woman  was  beaten  by  her  husband  a  few  days 
before  confinement.  During  labor  the  womb  was 
ruptured,  and  the  child's  feet  passed  through  into 
the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  child  was  turned 
and  delivered,  but  the  woman  died.  This  was  a 
case  of  twins — the  first  being  delivered  before  he 
arrived — and  the  uterus  continued  to  contract  till 
it  was  empty. 

Dr.  Gustin  was  called  by  a  healthy  looking 
woman,  who  has  had  two  children,  to  attend  her 
in  her  third  confinement.  On  arriving  the  nurse 
informed  him  that  the  pains  and  flowing  had 
ceased.  Without  examining  the  patient,  he  left 
for  a  short  time.  On  returning  he  found  that  the 
pains  were  severe,  the  bowels  soft,  and  the  womb 
was  slightly  enlarged,  and  its  os  ulcerated.  The 
movements  in  this  case,  the  woman  states,  were 
not  so  strong  as  with  her  other  children,  and  no 
forceps  were  recjuired  to  deliver,  for  the  lady  was 
not  pregnant. 

Dr.  Leonard.  A  child,  aged  six  years,  had  exu- 
dative tonsihtis — the  exudate  soft  and  easily  re- 
moved, and  the  tonsils  much  swollen.  The  fever 
was  high.  On  the  third  day  the  child  was  better, 
and  no  exudate  could  be  seen.  During  the  night 
the  child  got  worse,  and  on  the  sixth  day  marked 
croupy  sounds  were  heard.  Lime  water  spray  was 
used  during  the  night,  and  in  the  morning  a  cast 
of  the  trachea  two  inches  long  was  thrown  up  with 
much  difficulty,  and  some  temporary  relief.  The 
chest  sound  was  dull,  and  respiration  18.  The 
child  gradually  grew  worse,  and  died  on  the  follow- 
ing morning.  The  last  fifteen  minutes  of  life  being 
apparently  very  easy. 

Dr.  Brodie.  If  this  had  been  a  case  of  diph- 
theria, there  should  have  been  greater  prostration 
and  earlier  death. 

He  saw  a  woman  in  labor,  the  os  slightly  dilated 
and  the  breech  presenting.  In  a  short  time  spon- 
taneous change  of  position  occurred — the  mother 
noticing  a  peculiar  movement — and  both  children 
(twins)  were  born  head  first.  The  first  came  with 
two  pains,  and  the  second  enveloped  in  the  mem- 
branes. 

Dr.  Klein.  Saw,  with  Dr.  I.  Smith,  a  case  of  rup- 
ture of  the  uterus.  The  woman  had  been  in  labor 
about  twenty-four  hours.  About  noon  the  con-' 
tractions  ceased,  the  pulse  was  very  low,  and  feat- 
ures shrunken.  The  pelvis  was  deformed.  The 
head  presented,  but  the  child,  which  was  dead,  was 
delivered  with  considerable  difficulty  after  crani- 
otomy. A  handful  of  intestine  followed  the  foetus. 
There  was  a  longitudinal  rent  three  or  four  inches 
long,  in  the  anterior  wall  of  the  womb.  The  secun- 
dines  were  removed,  the  mtestines  returned,  a 
bandage  was  applied,  and  the  woman  died  on  the 
third  day. 

W.  H.  Rou.se,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 
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STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  March  21st,  1878. 

Dr.  Christian  read  a  paper  on  "  Comphcations  in 
Labor  which  May  Arise  from  Brevity  of  the  Foetal 
Cord." 

While  such  absolute  shortness  as  to  complicate 
or  impede  labor  is  rare,  an  accidental  and  relative 
shortening  by  reason  of  cording  of  neck  is  quite 
common. 

Whereas,  as  a  general  rule,  nature  provjdes  for 
rather  a  superabundance  of  this  appendage  to 
obviate  dangers  from  its  brevity,  in  this  so  com- 
mon a  disposal  of  its  superfluity  a  safeguard  is 
provided  against  the  greater  danger  to  the  foetus 
from  prolapse. 

The  difficulties  and  dangers  from  brevity,  as 
commonly  referred  to,  are,  to  the  mother  great 
increase  of  suffering  in  the  tearing,  dragging  pain 
in  that  part  of  the  uterus  to  which  the  placenta  is 
attached,  and  by  delay  in  the  excessively  painful 
second  stage,  from  premature  separation  of  pla- 
centa, and  consequent  internal  hemorrhage.  Dan- 
ger to  the  child  by  direct  strangulation,  by  as- 
phyxia in  delayed  second  stage,  and  of  death  from 
premature  separation  of  the  placenta,  or  from  rup- 
ture of  the  cord.  To  these  may  be  added,  danger  of 
inversion  of  the  uterus  when  the  placenta  is  attached 
to  the  fundus,  and  to  the  child,  of  umbilical  hernia, 
a  case  of  the  latter  having  this  origin  referred  to. 

These  dangers,  which  may  present  in  any  case 
of  brevity,  become  more  imminent  by  reason  of 
any  other  complication. 

This  condition  of  corded  neck  he  had  found  to 
exist  in  a  considerable  proportion  of  forceps  de- 
liveries in  second  stage,  and  in  one  case  of  pro- 
longed second  stage  in  which  forceps  were  used 
the  cord  measured  ten  inches. 

He  gave  the  history  of  two  cases  illustrating 
difficult  labor  from  cording  of  neck. 

In  one  case  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  save 
the  child,  to  cut  the  cord  in  vagina,  after  the  head 
was  born,  before  delivery  could  be  effected. 

The  second  case  was  one  of  flooding,  and,  nearly 
fatal,  collapse  by  premature  separation  of  the  pla- 
centa.    The  child  had  three  coils  about   its  neck. 

As  a  partial  explanation  of  the  protracted  labors 
in  these  cases ;  first  by  the  tension  of  the  cord,  the 
muscular  fibres  of  so  much  of  the  uterine  walls 
as  is  attached  to  placenta  are  put  in  a  state 
of  tension  antagonistic  to  the  normal  contraction, 
and  the  latter  thereby  neutralized  ;  second,  in  the 
second  stage,  where  voluntary  effort  in  ordinary 
cases  comes  in  so  efficiently  ;  in  these,  by  reason 
of  severity  of  suffering,  such  assistance  is  in  a 
great  measure  inoperative. 

Dr.  I.  Smith  has  seen  a  number  of  cases  in 
which  it  seemed  necessary  to  sever  the  cord  that 
the  child  might  be  born.  The  cord,  when  around 
the  child's  neck,  usually  keeps  the  body  flexed. 
Partial  or  complete  detachment  of  the  placenta, 
with  the  accompanying  hemorrhage,  is  not  un- 
usual when  the  cord  is  short,  whether  this  arises 
from  absolute  brevity,  or  from  being  around  some 
part  of  the  body.  He  has  attended  one  case 
where  the  womb  came  with  the  child,  inverted. 
This  was  easily  replaced. 

Dr.  Brodie.  This  paper  explains  many  things 
indifferently  described — in  some  cases  not  even 
mentioned — in  our  text-books.  He  has  seen  a 
number  of  similar  cases,  some  of  which  caused 
trouble.  While  there  is  no  positive  rule  to  indi- 
cate before  labor  that  the  cord  is  short,  a  burning 
sensation  at  fundus  during  the  latter  part  of  gesta- 
tion has  often  been  found  to  be  associated  with  a 
funis  of  unusual  brevity. 

Dr.  Snow  attended  one  case  where  the  um]:)ilicus 


ruptured  during  labor,  but  this  caused  no  trouble. 
The  burning  sensation  at  the  fundus,  so  often 
complained  of,  cannot  be  caused  by  brevity  of  the 
funis  in  all  cases,  for  this  trouble  can  frequently 
be  entirely  relieved  by  alkalies. 

Dr.  Borrowman.  A  woman  in  her  seventh  labor 
was  attended  for  two  days  by  a  midwife,  who  re- 
ported that  the  womb  was  coming  away.  Con- 
siderable water  had  passed,  and  a  tumor — the  sup- 
posed uterus — about  the  size  of  a  goose-egg, 
protruded  from  the  vagina.  This  tumor,  or  sac, 
contained  two  dead  foetuses,  about  the  size  of  the 
finger.     The  woman  was  at  full  time. 

Dr.  I.  Smith  reported  a  case  in  which  a  man  had 
a  carbuncle  extending  from  the  occiput  to  the 
lower  angle  of  the  scapula,  and  from  ear  to  ear. 
Tissue  was  removed  till  the  spinous  processes  of  the 
vertebras  were  exposed.  Used  as  a  wash  whisky, 
and  after  a  little  chloride  of  lime,  and  the  man 
recovered. 

Dr.  W.  Brodie.  A  man  who  fell  and  cut  his 
head  had  on  the  fourth  day  erysipelas,  which  was 
followed  by  suppuration  of  the  cellular  tissue. 
Opened  and  injected  carbolic  acid.  The  scalp 
loosened,  but  when  healed  it  was  adherent. 

A  man  who  had  been  a  habitual  drinker  and 
subject  to  rheumatism,  joined  the  Red  Ribbon  So- 
ciety. Soon  after  this  he  had  rheumatism  in  the 
knee.  Alkalies  and  anodynes  gave  little  or  no  re- 
lief. On  the  third  day  the  pain  left  the  knee  and 
appeared  in  the  stomach,  with  violent  emesis 
and  total  suppression  of  urine  for  three  days. 
When  the  vomiting  ceased  there  was  a  slight  re- 
turn of  urine  for  a  short  time.  The  urine  was 
again  suppressed,  the  patient  became  cold — closely 
resembling  the  cold  stage  of  cholera — and  in  a 
short  time  died. 

Dr.  Rouse.  A  healthy  woman,  during  her 
fourth  gestation,  had  some  enlargement  of  the 
neck.  Her  labor  was  normal,  but  followed  by 
very  severe  afterpains.  The  bronchocele  con- 
tinued to  enlarge,  but  caused  no  apprehension  of 
trouble  till  after  suffering  intense  pain  in  the 
head,  with  photophobia,  nausea  and  constipation 
she  applied  for  relief.  The  congestion  of  the 
brain  seemed  to  be  due  to  the  impeded  circulation 
caused  by  the  goitre.  Iodine  was  used  both  in- 
ternally and  locally  ;  the  swelling  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  with  it  the  cerebral  congestion. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  April  4th,  1878. 

Dr.  Lyster  presented  a  splint  and  his  method 
of  treating  fractures  of  the  bones  of  the  leg,  in 
which  he  claims  no  new  principles,  but  a  happy 
combination  of  old  ones.  The  splint,  which  is 
made  of  wire,  similar  to  that  introduced  by  Na- 
than R.  Smith,  is  covered  loosely  with  muslin. 
Adhesive  straps  are  applied  to  the  limb,  below 
the  fracture,  and  then  the  limb  is  laid  on  the 
splint.  Elastic  tubing,  fastened  to  adhesive  plas- 
ter and  foot-piece,  keeps  due  extension,  and  is  so 
arranged  as  to  suspend  the  foot,  and  thus  relieve 
the  heel.  The  splint  is  suspended  by  a  cord  run- 
ning over  a  pulley  in  the  ceiling.  This  arrange- 
ment gives  great  relief,  free  opportunity  for  inspec- 
tion, and  liberty  to  the  patient  to  move.  He  ap- 
plied the  splint,  in  presence  of  the  society,  to  a 
limb  which  had  been  treated,  with  excellent  re- 
sults. 

Dr.  P.  Klein  presented  a  tumor  removed  post- 
mortem  from  Miss  H.,  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools.  The  tumor  was  first  observed  about  the 
time  the  regatta  was  here.     The  patient  being  on 
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the  stand  when  it  broke  down,  was  very  badly 
frightened.  This  lady  has  had  fair  health,  though 
not  robust.  She  is  of  a  strumous  family,  and  has 
bronchocele.  He  advised  her  to  avoid  applica- 
tions and  irritation,  but  by  the  recommendation 
of  friends  various  preparations  were  applied  to  the 
tumor,  till  it  became  quite  painful.  Camphor  dis- 
solved in  benzoin,  gave  the  most  relief.  Drs. 
Gustin,  Leonard  and  Lyster,  examined  this  tumor, 
and  concluded  it  was  cancerous.  About  four 
weeks  before  death,  the  patient  went  to  school  one 
damp  morning,  with  insufficient  clothing.  She 
took  cold,  and  had  tonsilitis,  which  was  relieved 
with  difficulty.  After  this  there  was  dysphagia; 
water  could  not  be  swallowed,  but  no  paralysis. 
The  goitre  enlarged,  became  painful,  and  caused 
difficulty  in  breathing.  Fl.  ext.  ergot  seemed  the 
best  local  application.  A  fluctuating  tumor  on  the 
bronchocele  was  opened  about  ten  days  before 
death,  but  no  pus  was  found.  The  wound  being 
poulticed,  healed  kindly. 

Post-mortem.  The  cellular  tissue  of  the  bron- 
chocele was  infiltrated  with  a  substance  in  appear- 
ance between  fat  and  brain  tissue.  The  tumor  was 
infiltrated  with  similar  matter,  and  contained  blood 
vessels.  He  does  not  regard  this  tumor  as  cancer- 
ous. The  tumor  was  referred  to  a  microscopist  to 
examine  and  report. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 
•  Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  April  18,  1878. 

Dr.  Leonard  has  carefully  examined  the  tumor 
presented  at  last  meeting  by  Dr.  Klein.  It  con- 
tains great  numbers  of  round  and  other  shaped 
cells.  Malignant  tumors  are  recognized  by  exces- 
sive quantity  rather  than  by  any  particular  form  of 
cells.  Dr.  Stowell,  of  Ann  Arbor,  after  examining 
the  specimen,  pronounced  it  a  sarcoma.  Carcinoma 
spreads  by  glands,  is  usually  adherent,  and  seldom 
appears  before  forty-five.  Sarcoma  spreads  by 
blood  vessels,  is  often  encysted,  and  usually  occurs 
before  forty-five.  He  saw  this  case  before  death, 
when  he  regarded  the  tumor  malignant,  and  advised 
its  removal. 

Dr.  Lyster  saw  this  case  before  death.  The 
bronchocele  was  large,  but  caused  no  difficulty  in 
breathing.  The  tumor  was  discolored,  painful, 
and  contained  much  granular  material,  and  broken 
down  cells.  From  its  rapid  growth,  history  and 
contents,  he  regarded  the  tumor  malignant,  and 
advised  its  removal. 

Dr.  Gustin  saw  this  lady  sometime  before  death. 
The  tumor  was  discolored,  and  appeared  as  if 
about  to  ulcerate.  He  regarded  it  malignant,  but 
it  is  much  smaller  than  he  had  expected. 

Dr.  Borrowman.  Post-mortem.  This  tumor 
was  found  superficial,  and  attached  to  the  integu- 
ment, but  not  elsewhere.  The  discolorations 
appeared  to  be  due  to  the  applications  used. 

Dr.  Klein  believes  this  tumor  is  not  malignant. 
It  had  no  discoloration  till  iodine,  which  is  poison- 
ous to  wens,  was  applied.  It  did  not  grow  during 
the  last  few  weeks  of  life.  The  patient  died  of 
exhaustion.  The  presence  of  cells  is  not  sufficient 
to  prove  malignancy.  Carcinoma  and  sarcoma 
are  full  of  blood  vessels,  but  this  was  not.  The 
pain  in  this  case  seems  to  have  been  caused  by  the 
local  applications,  for  it  ceased  when  they  were 
discontinued.  Another  member  of  the  family  has 
a  wen  on  his  head.  When  this  is  removed — he 
hopes  to  be  able  to  remove  it  in  the  fall  or  winter — 
he  believes  cells  may  be  found  in  it. 

Dr.  Gustin.  The  integument  at  point  of  dis- 
coloration seemed  very  thin.     A  week  or  §0  after- 


wards,  there  was  another  point  of  discoloration, 
though  nothing  but  poultices  had  been  used. 

Dr.  Mulheron  presented  a  heart  sent  in  by  a 
medical  friend.  It  was  adherent  in  part  to  the 
pericardium,  which  contained  from  50  to  60  ounces 
of  bloody  serum.  The  growths  on  the  ventricles 
were  red,  and  the  heart  had  much  the  appearance 
of  a  sponge  soaked  in  blood. 

Dr.  Lyster  saw  the  patient  from  whom  this  heart 
was  taken,  several  times  during  his  last  illness. 
He  had  a  fever  of  malarial  type,  temperature  104 
degrees  Fah.,  or  more ;  pulse  elastic  under  feeble 
cardiac  power,  no  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart, 
and  considerable  emesis  and  pain  in  the  bowels, 
supposed  to  be  cholera  morbus.  After  nine  days 
the  fever  subsided  for  four  or  five  days,  and  then 
returned  with  oedema  of  the  lungs,  dullness  on  per- 
cussion, absence  of  vesicular  murmur,  and  asth- 
matic respiration.  Heart  sounds  distant,  but  no 
indication  of  valvular  disease.  Capillary  circula- 
tion at  times  very  poor,  but  towards  the  last  toler- 
ably good.  Had  purpura  haemorrhagica  two  weeks 
before  death. 

The  pericardium  was  of  triangular  shape,  much 
distended,  and  contained  13  tumblerfuls  of  pinkish 
colored  serum.  The  pleural  cavity  contained  straw- 
colored  fluid,  and  the  lungs  were  collapsed  and 
pressed  into  upper  part  of  chest.  The  liver  was 
considerably  enlarged. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.. 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  August  ist,  1878. 

Dr.  Leonard.  From  several  years'  observations, 
I  am  convinced  that  the  absolute,  not  the  relative, 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere  is  the  chief  cause  of 
the  bowel  difficulties  of  children  during  the  sum- 
mer months. 

Dr.  Rouse.  A  child,  aged  between  three  and 
four  years,  fell  from  the  door  steps,  which  were 
about  I  Yz  feet  high,  and  dislocated  the  four  lower 
incisors  outwards,  a  rather  unusual  direction,  due 
possibly  to  the  child  having  something  in  its  mouth 
at  the  time.  The  teeth,  which  were  found  loosely 
attached  to  the  gum  by  their  anterior  surfaces, 
were  replaced  and  firmly  pressed  into  their  sockets. 
A  bandage  was  applied  to  keep  the  mouth  closed, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  child  presented  no  indica- 
tions of  the  accident. 

A  child,  aged  nine  months  was  suffenng  from 
diarrhoea.  The  parents  obtained  from  a  druggist 
a  two-ounce  mixture  containing  half  a  drachm  of 
tr.  opium,  compounded  according  to  a  prescription 
then  on  file  in  the  store.  One  dose,  teaspoonful, 
was  given  near  noon,  which  checked  the  diarrhoea, 
and  the  child  was  seen  about  midnight,  12  to  14 
hours  after  the  medicine  was  taken,  just  in  time  to 
see  it  die. 

Dr.  Davenport  reported  a  case  of  confinement 
in  which  the  woman  died  from  hemorrhage.  He 
was  assisted  by  Drs.  Richards  and  Leonard,  but 
the  child  could  not  be  delivered  by  the  natural 
passage,  even  after  craniotomy.  The  child  was 
removed,  post  inortem  by  Cassarean  section,  and 
weighed  12%.  pounds  after  the  loss  of  blood  and 
brains  in  the  previous  operation. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  September  5th,  1878. 
Dr.  Kaiser  presented  a  young  lady  aged  17,  who, 
when  two  weeks  old,  had  a  small  pimple  on  the 
neck.     This  opened,  discharged  tenacious  matter. 
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and  then  healed.  This  process  has  regularly 
returned  every  two  years.  The  sore  is  now  from  i 
to  1%  inches  in  diameter.  The  lady's  health  is 
otherwise  good.  The  trouble  is  supposed  to  arise 
from  the  sudoriferous  or  lymphatic  gland,  or  from 
scrofula,  or  from  both.  It  was  thought  best  to 
open  and  use  an  irritating  wash,  hke  iodine  or 
nitrate  of  silver. 

He  reported  a  case  where  a  child,  aged  four 
days,  took  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  morphine.  A 
quarter  of  a  grain  of  belladonna  was  injected,  hot 
baths  with  mustard  were  used,  and  the  child  re- 
covered after  being  insensible  48  hours. 

Dr.  Mulheron  read  a  paper  on  extract  of  malt  in 
consumption.  In  certain  forms  of  consumption  he 
had  found  it  a  very  valuable  medical  agent — in 
others  it  was  comparatively  useless.  In  cases  of 
enfeebled  digestion  and  mal-assimilation,  its  effects 
are  favorable.  He  reported  several  cases  of  con- 
sumption, and  one  of  chronic  bronchitis,  in  which 
the  results  were  very  satisfactory. 

Dr.  Lyster  presented  a  boy,  aged  six  years,  who 
some  time  ago  fell,  walked  lame  for  a  few  days, 
and  then  appeared  to  fully  recover  from  his  injuries 
except  slight  pain  occasionally  in  his  knee.  About 
the  first  of  July  he  woke  in  the  morning  with  his 
leg  drawn  up  and  suffering  intense  pain.  This 
case  having  elicited  considerable  interest  from  cer- 
tain peculiarities,  was  referred  to  the  next  session 
of  the  society  for  further  examination  under  anaes- 
thetics. 

Dr.  Lyster  also  presented  some  ready-made 
poultices,  which  require  only  to  be  moistened  with 
hot  water  to  be  ready  for  use.  There  is  often  con- 
siderable difficulty  in  getting  a  poultice  properly 
made.  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary, 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  October  3d,  1878. 

Dr.  Lyster's  patient  with  disease  of  the  hip  joint 
was  again  introduced  and  carefully  examined  while 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform. 

Dr.  Lyster.  This  seems  to  be  a  case  of  hip 
joint  disease  of  slow  course.  The  head  of  the 
femur  is  not  out  of  the  socket.  There  may  be 
ulceration  but  probably  no  necrosis.  The  limb  can 
in  all  probabilities  be  straightened  under  comple+e 
anaesthesia.  The  treatment  which  seems  most 
suitable  is  hot  fomentations,  wire  jacket  and  exten- 
sion. Should  this  fail,  excision  of  the  head  of  the 
femur  might  be  tried.  Should  expect  better  results 
from  extension  than  excision. 

Dr.  Smith  has  seen  quite  a  number  of  similar 
cases,  some  of  which  were  treated  by  extension, 
others  by  excision.  Many  of  these  retained  useful 
limbs  which  in  every  case  was  shorter  and  smaller 
than  the  other,  and  none  were  free  from  lameness. 
There  should  be  sustaining  and  constitutional 
treatment,  with  soothing  applications  and  exten- 
sion. 

Dr.  Leonard  :  This  seems  to  be  a  case  of  dislo- 
cation upon  the  dorsum  ilii.  Its  histoiy  and  the 
present  appearance  of  the  patient  are  not  those  of 
hip  joint  disease  in  the  third  stage — no  indication 
of  the  second  stage  being  given— which  there  must 
be  in  a  case  of  morbus  coxarius.  The  three  stages 
in  this  disease  are  usually  well  marked,  and  the 
constitution  suffers  severely.  The  child  should 
have  a  generous  diet.  Hot  and  soothing  applica- 
tions should  be  used.  Some  attempt  should  be 
made  to  reduce  the  dislocation,  and  possibly — 
other  methods  having  failed— excision  might  be 
tried. 

Dr.  Clarke.  A  somewhat  similar  case  at  the 
clinic  at  Ann  Arbor  had  two  inches  of  shortening. 


Tenotomy  and  extension  gave  some,  but  unsatisfac- 
tory, improvement. 

Dr.  Gustin.  There  is  probably  a  dislocation  in 
this  case,  though  it  is  very  unusual  to  have  so  much 
thickening  from  luxation  simply.  There  is  disease 
of  the  joint  and  probably  necrosis.  Extension 
with  an  incision  to  permit  the  escape  of  matter,  if 
there  be  any,  might  be  tried,  and  this  failing,  the 
head  of  the  femur  might  be  excised. 

Dr.  Davenport  concurs  with  Dr.  Lyster  in  re- 
gard to  this  ailment,  and  the  course  of  treatment. 
He  has  seen  a  number  of  similar  cases.  In  one, 
the  limb  could  be  drawn  down,  but  it  would  not 
remain.  The  acetalulum  was  supposed  to  be  filled 
with  osseous  deposit. 

Dr.  Klein.  This  case  was  probably  originally  a 
dislocation,  as  the  distortion  would  now  indicate. 
If  necrosis  existed,  the  symptoms  should  be  more 
marked.  The  child's  health  should  be  sustained, 
the  irritation  relieved,  and  the  dead  bone,  if  any, 
should  be  removed.  Several  illustrative  cases  were 
given. 

Dr.  Greer  saw  similar  cases  in  the  Montreal  hos- 
pitals, where  they  sustained  the  strength  of  the 
patients  till  the  third  stage  of  the  disease,  and  then 
operated. 

The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  read  their  reports 
for  the  past  year,  which  showed  the  society  to  be 
in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 

In  the  absence  of  the  retiring  presiding  officer. 
Dr.  Leonard  read  the  following 

ADDRESS   OF   THE   PRESIDENT. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Wayne  County  Medical  So- 
ciety— Two  years  have  now  passed  since  the  organi- 
zation of  this  society.  A  kind  Providence  has 
watched  over  its  members  and  preserved  them  in 
health  to  enter  upon  the  duties  and  labors  of  an- 
other year.  No  member  has  been  stricken  from 
our  ranks  by  death  or  otherwise,  and  the  same 
esprit  de  corps  that  was  manifested  at  our  first 
meeting  has  continued  and  grown  to  the  present 
time.  The  acquaintances  thus  formed  have  devel- 
oped into  friendships,  and  a  tolerance  of  opinions 
has  been  reached  that  has  made  our  discussions 
not  only  interesting  but  profitable. 

I  need  not  enter  upon  the  subject  of  co-oper- 
ative action  in  the  detail  of  societies,  be  they  medi- 
cal or  otherwise.  You  all  know  their  intent,  and 
the  object  of  their  formation,  but  there  are 
some  things  in  their  formation  and  management 
that  render  them  either  a  success  or  a  failure. 
Judging  by  the  experience  of  the  past  two  years, 
the  Wayne  County  Medical  Society  has  been  a  suc- 
cess ;  and  although  its  numbers  are  not  as  large  as 
many  others,  yet  it  has  developed  by  its  interest 
and  work  far  more  than  were  its  numerical  status 
twice  as  large. 

•  Our  profession  is  progressive,  and  especially  so 
as  that  progression  must  come  from  investigation, 
observation  and  experience. 

The  general  practitioner  is  so  much  occupied  in 
his  daily  routine  that  but  little  time  can  be  spared 
for  primary  investigation,  and  hence  this  depart- 
ment has  been  mostly  delegated  to  those  who  are 
either  engaged  in  teaching,  or  who  have  their  time 
and  pecuniary  means  under  their  own  control. 
But  there  is  no  excuse  for  not  observing  condi- 
tions, as  it  involves  the  practical  use  of  the  senses, 
which,  if  properly  educated,  spreads  out  the  entire 
panorama  of  disease  of  whatever  kind  or  character, 
shows  the  manifestation  of  cause  and  effect,  and 
the  various  phenomena  that  accompany  each  and 
eveiy  morbid  condition,  from  their  origin  to  their 
final  ending. 

Experience  is  the  outgrowth  of  observation,  and 
is  wholly  the  property  of  the  individual  observer. 


June,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


155 


It  is  the  compilation  of  results,  and  the  highest  at- 
tainment of  reason.  It  is  the  result  of  time  and 
the  collations  of  observation  on  the  practical  rela- 
tion of  cause  and  effect.  Applied  to  our  profes- 
sion, it  advises  when  to  do,  and  when  not  to  do ; 
when  to  medicate,  and  when  not  to  medicate ; 
when  to  give  hope  of  recovery,  and  when  to  advise 
of  impending  dissolution. 

I  have  affirmed  that  this  society  has  been  a  suc- 
cess. In  our  meetings  the  time  has  been  occupied 
in  relating  our  observation  on  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  disease,  and  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
city,  it  has  been  the  aim  of  its  members  to  relate 
the  actual  status  of  both  health  and  disease,  thus 
indicating  to  all  the  observation  of  the  individual. 
Experience  from  the  past  is  brought  to  compare 
with  the  present,  and  the  storehouse  of  knowledge 
is  made  free  to  all. 

In  entering  upon  another  year  of  labor,  it  should 
be  the  pledge  of  each  of  us  to  Jittend  all  the  meet- 
ings, and  fulfill  all  engagements — to  post  ourselves 
on  the  subjects  of  discussion — to  be  concise  and 
correct  in  the  relation  of  cases — ever  remembering 
the  golden  rule,  "  do  unto  others  as  we  wish  to  be 
done  by,"  in  our  daily  practice. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unprecedented 
health,  and  has  fully  demonstrated  that  there  are 
too  many  physicians  for  the  population.  It  is  a  con- 
dition   that   we  cannot   remedy,  and  will  only  be 


changed  by  the  natural  laws  of  supply  and  demand. 
A  friend,  remarking  upon  the  glut  in  the  profes- 
sion, said  you  will  have  to  throw  up  your  ethics, 
and  do  as  merchants  and  tradesmen  do,  viz. :  "  ad- 
vertise !" 

The  great  number  of  medical  schools  are  respon- 
sible for  this  surfeit  of  doctors.  When  they  get  to 
graduate  fewer,  and  when  those  they  do  graduate 
are  made  better,  the  profession,  as  well  as  the  com- 
munity will  be  benefited — the  former  pecuniarily, 
and  the  latter  in  their  medication. 

Some  of  our  schools  have  set  up  an  advanced 
standard  of  education,  and  we  can  only  hope  the 
rest  will  be  obliged  to  follow  their  example.  Then 
will  there  be  fewer  doctors,  but  better  educated 
ones. 

Gentlemen,  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass 
without  thanking  you  for  the  kind  and  cheerful 
consideration  you  have  given  me  as  your  presiding 
officer  the  past  year,  a  consideration  which  I  know 
will  be  accorded  to  my  successor. 

My  best  wishes  and  endeavors  are  with  the  so- 
ciety, and  I  truly  hope  that  the  fraternal  relations 
so  agreeably  begun  may  continue. 

For  list  of  officers  elected  this  evening,  see  page 
three  of  the  proceedings. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


Clippings. 


Thuja  Occidentalis  in  Epithelioma — 
WITH  A  Case.— The  following  report  of  a  case, 
believed  to  have  been  epithelioma,  which  recovered 
while  under  medical  treatment,  and  without  surgical 
interference,  is  communicated  at  the  suggestion  of 
a  number  of  friends,  some  of  whom  watched  its 
progress  with  me. 

Mr.  B.,  a  gentleman  aged  72,  consulted  me  in 
April,  1876,  respecting  a  small  ulcer,  situated  on 
the  gums  in  front  of  the  two  middle  lower  incisors. 
The  sore  was  not  the  seat  of  severe  pain,  but  had 
been  annoying  the  patient  for  about  six  weeks 
previously,  when  it  had  first  attracted  his  notice, 
and  when,  according  to  his  own  description,  "  it 
appeared  like  a  small  l^lood  blister."  After  it  began 
to  ulcerate,  he  called  it  a  "canker  sore,"  and  re- 
sorted to  solutions  of  alum  and  borax  and  an  in- 
fusion of  golden  seal,  and,  perhaps,  to  some  other 
remedies  in  common  use  among  the  people. 

When  I  first  saw  the  ulcer  its  edges  were  thick- 
ened, and  there  was  an  excavation  sufficiently  large 
to  easily  accommodate  a  grain  of  coin.  Beyond 
its  border  the  tissues  presented  a  natural  appear- 
ance ;  there  was  no  congestion  or  inflammation 
affecting  them,  and  the  alveolar  process  was  ap- 
parently sound.  The  idea  of  malignancy  did  not 
occur  to  me.  I  accordingly  made  a  careful  ap- 
plication of  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver,  and  repeated 
it  twice  or  thrice  at  intervals  of  three  days.  And, 
although  the  general  health  of  the  patient  seemed 
to  be  very  good,  I  thought  best  to  prescribe  iron 
and  quinine.  Following  the  local  applications, 
however,  the  ulcer  got  worse  instead  of  better ;  it 
gradually  enlarged  and  emitted  a  suspicious  fetor. 
The  lunar  caustic  had  not  affected  the  parts  suffi- 
ciently deep,  or,  at  all  events,  had  failed  to  exert  a 
favorable  change  in  the  action  going  on  in  them. 
I  did  not  feel  justified  in  continuing  its  use,  or 
changing  to  a  more  potent  agent  of  the  same  class. 
Having,  however,  previously  had  encouraging  ex- 
perience with  iodoform  in  phagasdenic  ulcers,  I 
now  covered  the  sore  with  that  substance,  and 
directed  the  application  to  be   repeated   three   or 


four  times  daily.  A  mouth  wash,  consisting  of  a 
solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa  with  a  small  pro- 
portion of  carbolic  acid,  was  ordered  to  be  used 
occasionally.  In  spite  of  thorough  perseverance 
with  these  measures,  the  ulcer  gradually  extended. 
At  the  expiration  of  four  months  from  the  time  it 
first  attracted  the  attention  of  the  patient  it  was 
fully  an  inch  in  length  by  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
in  breadth,  involving  the  gums  both  in  front  of  and 
behind  the  incisors  (which,  having  become  loose, 
had  been  extracted),  as  well  as  all  the  tissues,  quite 
through  to  the  integument  covering  the  chin.  The 
borders  of  the  ulcer  were  thickened.  The  sublin- 
gual glands  were  considerably  enlarged. 

The  condition  of  affairs  was  still  more  aggrav- 
ated, when,  a  few  weeks  latter,  Prof.  Weber,  of 
Cleveland,  was  called  in  consultation.  He  was 
quite  decided  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  a  case  of 
epithelioma.  This  eminent  surgeon  deemed  an 
operation  the  only  probable  resource ;  but,  owing 
to  the  age,  and  especially  the  reduced  and  cachectic 
state  of  the  patient,  and  the  uncertainty  of  being 
able  to  remove  the  affected  tissue  entirely,  he  did 
not  urge  such  a  procedure.  Several  other  very 
intelligent  and  experienced  medical  gentlemen  who 
saw  the  case  entertained,  without  exception,  a 
similar  opinion. 

The  case  continued  to  progress  unfavorably  until 
the  gums,  and  alveolar  process,  from  the  left  canine 
to  the  last  molar,  and  the  corresponding  inner 
buccal  tissues,  were  all  involved.  The  bone  was 
crumbling,  the  sublingual  and  submaxillary  glands 
were  greatly  enlarged  and  of  scirrhus  hardness  ; 
and  the  tongue  was  crowded  upward  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  that  the 
patient  was  able  to  take  sufficient  nourishment  to 
sustain  life. 

Such  was  his  condition  when  I  met  Dr.  A.  C. 
Miller,  of  Cleveland,  and  incidentally  mentioned  the 
case  to  that  gentleman.  In  the  course  of  the  conver- 
sation that  followed  he  referred  to  thuja  occzden- 
talis,  as  having  been  employed  by  him  with  en- 
couraging results   in  the  treatment   of  malignant 
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disease — his  attention  having  been  first  called  to 
the  virtue  of  the  drug  in  this  class  of  affections  by 
Dr.  J.  R.  Learning,  of  New  York. 

Within  a  very  few^  days  after  my  interview  with 
Dr.  Miller — as  soon,  in  fact,  as  a  saturated  tincture 
of  the  thuja  could  be  prepared,  its  administration 
was  begun.  My  patient  usually  took  fourteen  fluid 
drachms  daily  of  this  tincture,  which  was  made 
from  the  fresh  leaves  taken  from  a  shrub  growing 
in  his  own  dooryard.  Being  rather  pungent,  it  was 
always  diluted  with  sugar  and  water.  It  was  taken 
as  frequently  and  in  such  quantity  as  he  was  able 
to  swallow.  A  tolerably  strong  infusion  of  the 
thuja  was  also  placed  within  his  reach,  and  fre- 
quently used  during  the  day  and  night  as  a  mouth 
wash.  He  also  occasionally  resorted  to  the  solution 
of  chlorate  of  potassa  with  carbolic  acid  for  the 
same  purpose.  In  addition  he  received  five  grains 
tartrate  of  iron  and  potassa,  one  grain  of  quinine 
and  one-fortieth  grain  arsenious  acid,  thrice  daily. 
His  chief  nourishment  was  mush  and  milk. 

The  improvement  was  gradual.  The  tumefied 
glands  grew  softer  and  diminished  in  size.  The 
ulcer  assumed  a  more  benign  appearance,  as  also 
did  the  parts  thickened  by  infiltration.  The  pa- 
tient's strength  increased,  and  there  was  remarkable 
relief  from  pain.  He  persevered  with  the  treat- 
ment most  heroically,  under  many  discouraging 
circumstances ;  but,  after  the  lapse  of  about  four 
months,  was  happily  rewarded  by  perfect  recov- 
ery. 

I  last  saw  this  patient  July  15  of  the  present 
year,  when  he  came  to  bid  me  good-bye  on  the  eve 
of  my  departure  for  Europe.  He  was  then  enjoy- 
ing excellent  health,  and  there  was  not  the  slightest 
appearance  indicating  the  presence  or  likelihood  of 
a  return  of  the  formidable  malady,  which  had 
caused  him  so  much  suffering  and  his  friends  and 
medical  attendant  so  much  anxiety. 

For  the  encouragement  of  others  who  may 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis  of  this  case, 
and,  consequently,  that  any  decisive  advantage  was 
derived  from  the  thuja,  I  will  add  that  towards 
the  end  of  last  winter  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiv- 
ing the  assurance  from  Dr.  Leaming  that  he  had 
himself  witnessed  similar  fortunate  results  during 
the  treatment  with  the  thuja  of  cases  where  his 
own  opinion  as  to  malignancy  was  supported  by  so 
eminent  a  surgeon  as  the  late  Gurdon  Buck. 

The  following  article  from  New  Remedies, 
November,  1877,  is  of  special  interest  in  this 
connection  : 

"  Thuja  Occidentalis. — We  have  recently 
received  a  number  of  queries  relative  to  the  nature 
and  uses  of  the  arbor  vitas  {thuja  occidentalis), 
and  in  our  last  number  we  gave  formulce  for  its 
preparation.  Since  then  we  have  solicited  from 
Dr.  James  R.  Leaming,  of  this  city,  some  informa- 
tion regarding  it,  and  have  received  in  reply  the 
subjoined  memoranda.  Dr.  Leaming  is  by  no 
means  an  enthusiast  concerning  the  value  of  the 
remedy,  and  does  not  claim  for  it  any  extraordin- 
ary powers,  but  he  has  for  some  years  past  been 
accustomed  to  use  it  occasionally,  and  says  con- 
cerning it  as  follows : 

"  The  fluid  extract  or  saturated  tincture  may  be 
given  in  drachm  doses  from  three  to  six  times  daily. 

"  It  may  be  given  for  malignant  disease  or  for 
pulmonary  hemorrhage,  in  a  glass  of  milk  or  in 
cod-liver  oil. 

"  It  may  also  be  applied  to  cancerous  ulcerations 
or  tumors.  It  may  be  applied  in  the  cavity — in  the 
OS — or  to  the  cervix  of  the  uterus  in  malignant 
disease,  or  in  non-malignant,  when  there  is  a  flabby 
condition  of  the  parts  with  a  tendency  to  bleed ; 
and  also,  under  the  same  conditions  to  the  throat. 


It  may  be  applied  to  warts,  especially  to  venereal 
warts. 

"  It  may  be  given  in  amenorrhoea  from  simple 
causes,  but  does  not  affect  a  healthy  gravid  uterus. 

"  The  elixir  of  thuja  and  glycerine  is  a  more 
elegant  mode  of  administering  the  medicine,  and 
is  a  valuable  substitute  for  cod-liver  oil. 

"  The  glycerole  may  be  made  into  suppositories, 
or  It  may  be  mixed  with  the  fluid  extract,  for  ap- 
plication to  the  OS  uteri  upon  a  pessary  of  cotton. 

"  This  medicine  may  become  very  useful  to  the 
practitioner  in  the  treatment  of  malignant  disease, 
especially  in  diminishing  tendencies  to  bleeding  and 
rapid  progress  of  the  local  disease.  It  also  relieves 
the  violence  of  pain.  In  some  cases  the  disease 
has  disappeared  under  its  use — not   always." 

Regarding  the  properties  of  thuja,  the  wood 
when  burnt  gives  off  an  agreeable  smell,  which  led 
to  its  former  use  for  sacrificial  purposes.  A  salve 
made  with  the  leaves  used  to  be  a  remedy  em- 
ploj'ed  by  the  Indians  for  the  relief  of  rheumatism, 
and  a  poultice  of  the  leaves  made  with  milk  has 
been  highly  spoken  of  for  the  same  purpose.  By 
distillation  the  leaves  yield  a  yellowish-green  vol- 
atile oil,  which  has  been  used  as  a  vermicide. 
Boerhaave  praised  the  action  of  the  distilled  water 
as  a  remedy  for  dropsy. 

Some  years  ago  Dr.  Leaming  contributed  to  the 
N.  V.  Journcd  of  Medicine  (N.  S.,  xiv,  406),  a 
paper  on  the  use  of  thuja  in  affections  believed  to 
be  cancerous,  and  in  venereal  excrescences,  and  in 
1856,  in  the  same  journal.  Dr.  Benedict  recom- 
mended the  strong  tincture  as  an  emmenagogue. 

Thus  far  thuja  appears  to  have  been  employed 
empirically  only,  but  it  would  seem,  on  reviewing 
the  affections  in  which  it  had  been  of  service,  that 
its  action  may  be  explained  by  a  property  some- 
what similar  to  that  possessed  by  ergot,  namely,  of 
causing  contraction  of  unstriped  muscular  fibres. 
This  would  explain,  in  some  degree,  its  alleged 
power  of  controlling  capillary  hemorrhage,  and  the 
growth  of  vascular  tissues  like  cancer  and  condy- 
lomata.— Dr.  John  B.  Rice,  in  Mich.  Med.  News. 


ASCLEPIAS  Syriaca. — The  foflowing  testimony 
as  to  the  value  of  this  medicine  is  from  reliable 
practitioners,  and  is  furnished  us  by  Dr.  H.  K. 
Pusey,  of  Garnettsville,  Ky.,  who  first  called  at- 
tention to  this  particular  silkweed  in  the  Louisville 
Medical  News,  Vol.  V,  No.  14,  April,  1878.  The 
silkweed,  or  milkweed,  as  it  is  also  called — silk- 
weed  because  of  the  silky  fibres  covering  its  seeds, 
and  milkweed  because  of  its  milky  juice — belongs 
to  an  extensive  family,  and  is  found  on  most  por- 
tions of  this  continent.  The  only  book  with  which 
we  are  acquainted  that  mentions  the  asclepias  syri- 
aca is  the  National  1  )ispensatory,  a  great  work,  by 
Stille  and  Maisch,  just  published.  In  this  dispen- 
satory asclepias  incarnata,  asclepias  tuberosa,  and 
asclepias  syriaca  are  thus  spoken  of : 

Medical  Action  and  Uses. — The  qualities  of  the 
three  species  of  asclepias  are  practically  identical, 
but  those  of  A.  tuberosa  are  best  known.  Like 
many  other  medicines,  it  has  been  alleged  to  pos- 
sess specific  powers  in  the  cure  of  particular  dis- 
eases ;  but  a  comparison  of  the  reports  concerning 
it  show  that  it  is  one  of  the  numerous  class  of  vege- 
table products  which  under  certain  conditions  act 
as  emetics  and  even  purgatives,  and  more  com- 
monly as  sudorifics,  expectorants,  carminatives, 
and  anodynes.  Being  an  irritant,  it  has  not  es- 
caped being  ranked  as  a  cholagogue.  A.  syriaca 
is  said  to  be  diuretic.  Its  general  qualities  ac- 
count for  its  having  been  regarded  as  a  valuable 
diaphoretic  in  the  forming  stage  of  fevers.  It  is, 
however,  thought  to  produce  sweating,  not  by 
stimulating,  but  by    lowering  the  action    of   the 
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heart.  The  same  characteristics  render  it  useful 
in  acute  rheumatism,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and 
pleurisy,  so  far  as  sedation  of  the  nervous  and 
circulatory  systems  can  do  so ;  that  is,  by  lessen- 
ing local  congestions.  The  "  pleurisy  "  it  is,  cred- 
ited with  relieving  was  most  probably  muscular 
rheumatism  of  the  walls  of  the  chest.  Flatulent 
colic  and  dyspepsia  are  affections  to  which  it  has 
been  regarded  as  peculiarly  appropriate.  The 
milky  juice  of  A.  syrmca  applied  to  the  skin  soon 
becomes  a  tough,  adhesive  pellicle,  and  has  been 
used  to  coat  recent  wounds  and  superficial  ulcers, 
and  promote  their  cicatrization.  The  dose  of  the 
powdered  root  is  from  twenty  to  sixty  grains.  A 
decoction  is  made  with  an  ounce  of  the  root  to  a 
quart  of  water,  and  is  given  in  doses  of  four  fluid 
ounces  every  two  hours  as  a  diaphoretic.  A  fluid 
extract  has  also  been  prepared. 

From  Dr.  L.  D.  Knott,  of  Bradfordsville,  Ken- 
tucky : 

M.  P.,  aged  fifty  years,  had  ten  years  ago  gen- 
eral dropsy,  which  was  treated  in  the  usual  way 
with  bicarb,  potas.  and  jalap,  elaterium,  etc.,  with 
only  partial  relief.  After  three  weeks'  treatment 
with  above  remedies  his  condition  was  but  little 
improved,  when  he  was  put  on  the  use  of  silkweed, 
which  brought  about  relief  of  all  the  symptoms  in 
a  short  time,  and  ultimately  a  complete  cure.  He 
has  remained  free  from  the  disease  for  ten  years. 

Silkweed  is  much  used  here  as  a  domestic  rem- 
edy in  various  affections.  It  is  claimed  by  Dr. 
Hodgen,  of  Lebanon,  to  be  an  excellent  alterative 
and  diuretic,  and  might  be  used  to  advantage  in 
many  ailments. 

From  Dr.  W.  W.  Cleaver,  of  Lebanon,  Ken- 
tucky : 

In  1 861  I  had  a  patient  aged  fifty  years,  and 
mother  of  eight  or  nine  children,  who  was  the 
subject  of  ascites.  After  using  calomel  and 
squills,  elaterium,  etc.,  with  no  decided  benefit,  I 
commenced  the  use  of  silkweed  root  with  decided 
improvement.  In  a  short  time  her  stomach  re- 
jected it,  and  it  was  discontinued.  She  then  took 
only  purgative  pills  and  iron,  and  completely  re- 
covered. She  is  now  nearly  sixty-eight  years  old 
and  in  perfect  health.  I  have  used  it  in  several 
other  cases  of  dropsy  with  decided  advantage.  I 
often  prescribe  it  in  cases  of  obstinate  constipation, 
and  with  good  effect.  The  only  objection  I  have  ever 
found  to  its  use  is  its  nauseating  effects  and  oc- 
casionally griping  of  the  bowels.  We  should  have 
a  fluid  extract  of  it  prepared,  for  I  am  certain  it 
would  prove  a  popular  remedy  in  dropsy,  though  I 
doubt  if  it  will  ever  supersede  elaterium  (Clutter- 
buck's  elaterium). 

From  Dr.  J,  B.  Evans,  of  Riley's  Station,  Ken- 
tucky : 

I  attended  patient  in  the  spring  of  1870,  who 
had  excessive  general  dropsy.  I  ordered  him  to 
use  silkweed  root  in  the  form  of  a  home-made 
tincture  in  sufficient  quantity  to  keep  his  bowels 
and  kidneys  active.  I  also  gave  him  about  five 
grains  of  calomel  every  twelve  or  fifteen  days.  The 
case  was  relieved  in  three  or  four  months.  I  have 
used  the  silkweed  root  successfully  in  secondary 
and  tertiary  syphilis,  and  it  is  my  opinion  it  is  an 
excellent  alterative  as  well  as  purgative. — Louis- 
ville Medical  News. 


JABORANDI. — Jaborandi,  proposed  a  few  years 
ago  as  a  diaphoretic,  has  not  enjoyed  the  usual 
popularity  of  new  remedies,  and  so  far  as  Ameri- 
can journals  are  concerned,  we  have  seen  but  few 
reports  of  its  use  in  this  country.  There  can  be 
no  doubt,  however,  that  it  is  the  most  active  and 
powerful  diaphoretic  as  yet  known,  and  its  salivat- 
ing properties  are  equally  marked.     My  own  expe- 


rience with  the  drug  is  very  limited,  but  corre- 
sponds, in  the  main,  with  that  of  Riegel  and  others. 
The  profuse  diaphoresis  which  it  causes  io  cer- 
tainly accompanied  by  a  depression  of  tempera- 
ture. Sidney  Ringer  and  Gould*  say  that,  in  their 
observations,  the  temperature  fell  from  0.6  to  2  de- 
grees in  children,  and  from  0.4  to  1.4  degrees  in 
adults.  The  rise  of  temperature  which  Robin 
stated  that  he  observed  during  the  early  stages 
of  its  action  only  occurred  in  one  of  their  cases, 
and  was  very  transient.  Riegelf  makes  a  pre- 
cisely similar  statement.  He  says  that,  in  one  of 
his  cases,  there  was  a  slight  and  temporary  rise, 
followed  by  a  marked  reduction  of  temperature ; 
and  in  all  the  others  the  reduction  occurred  with- 
out any  previous  rise.  The  fall  of  temperature  he 
considered  due  to  the  fluxion  to  the  skin  and  the 
profuse  discharge  of  perspiration — the  blood  being 
thus  withdrawn  from  the  heat-producing  area,  and 
the  evaporation  also  causing  a  reduction  of  temper- 
ature by  the  direct  withdrawal  of  heat. 

A  similar  statement  is  made  by  several  other 
writers  on  this  subject.  Merkel|  says  the  tem- 
perature fell  in  about  three  hours  from  0.3  to  0.6 
degrees.  He  remarks,  and  most  other  observers 
agree  with  him  in  this  statement,  that  the  pulse 
is  quickened  and  the  heart's  action  enfeebled. 
Oehme,§  of  Dresden,  Purjerz,  Jr.,||  and  Scottil  are 
in  full  accord  with  the  previous  observers.  Only 
one  of  those  who  have  studied  the  action  of  this 
drug  has  failed  to  note  the  effects  named  on  the 
circulation  and  temperature.  Dr.  Craig,**  of 
Edinburgh,  says  that,  in  his  own  observations,  the 
pulse  and  temperature  has  been  but  little  affected. 
There  can,  however,  be  no  reasonable  doubt  as  to 
the  antipyretic  action  of  jaborandi,  and  Riegel's 
views  as  to  its  modus  operattdi  are  doubtless  cor- 
rect. 

Another  effect  which  it  produces,  and  which  I 
have  myself  remarked  on  several  occasions,  is 
sleepiness.  Those  who  believe  the  cause  of  sleep 
to  be  a  temporary  anaemia  of  the  brain  will  find 
an  explanation  of  the  drowsiness  in  the  with- 
drawal of  blood  from  this  organ.  Investigations 
made  by  Dr.  Tyson  and  Dr.  Jt3owen,tt  of  Phila- 
delphia, seem  to  show  quite  conclusively  that  the 
amount  of  urea  excreted  is  increased  by  jabor- 
andi, and  it  has  been  found,  also,  that  a  large  quan- 
tity passes  off  in  the  perspiration. 

Having  studied  thus  carefully  its  physiological 
action,  we  are  prepared  to  see  under  what  special 
circumstances  it  will  be  advisable  as  a  febrifuge. 

As  we  have  just  seen  that  it  causes  a  dis- 
charge of  urea  in  the  perspiration,  it  is  clearly  in- 
dicated in  those  cases  where  the  kidneys  are  in- 
capable, from  any  cause,  of  doing  the  work  im- 
posed on  them,  and  where  the  urea  in  conse- 
quence tends  to  accumulate  in  the  blood.  Then 
in  those  cases  where  the  skin  is  dry  and  hot, 
the  mouth  dry  and  parched,  the  pulse  full  and 
strong,  but  not  very  quick,  and  in  which  the  pa- 
tients are  wakeful  and  restless,  it  will  doubtless  be 
found  to  answer  a  good  purpose.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  give  the  drug  in  very  small  doses 
as  a  sialogogue,  in  cases  of  fever,  when  the  mouth 
is  very  dry. 

It  is  contra-indicated,  of  course,  in  those  cases 
where  the  skin  is  moist  or  covered  with  perspira- 
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tion,  and  should  be  used  with  caution  when  the 
heart's  action  is  feeble.  Under  certain  circum- 
stances, however,  the  latter  is  not  a  contra-indi- 
cation.  In  a  case  of  Bright's  disease,  recently 
seen  in  consultation  with  Dr.  W.  C.  Shackleford, 
90  grains  of  jaborandi  in  infusion  were  given  to 
a  man  to  try  to  remove  an  accumulation  of  water 
in  the  pleural  cavity,  with  the  most  gratifying 
results,  although  the  patient  was  greatly  enfeebled. 
The  diaphoretic  action  in  the  cases  which  I  have 
seen  has  not  lasted  more  than  two  or  three 
hours ;  but  the  fall  of  temperature  would,  of 
course,  continue  after  the  sweating  had  ceased. 
It  would  not  be  advisable,  however,  to  give  the 
remedy  often  for  its  antipyretic  effect,  for  fear  of 
weakening  the  heart's  action.  Further  investiga- 
tions are  needed  on  this  point. —  W.  C.  Dabney, 
M.  D.,  in  Chicago  Medical  Times. 


Yerba  Santa  —  Eriodyction  Glutinosmn. — 
Bentl.  General  characters  :  Calyx  deep,  five-parted 
and  slightly  hairy  ;  corolla  violet  or  purple,  vary- 
ing to  white,  funnel  form,  quarter  to  half  an  inch 
in  length,  and  twice  the  length  of  the  slightly 
hairy  calyx  ;  styles  two  ;  capsule  crustaceous,  two- 
celled,  many  seeds  ;  leaves  three  to  six  inches  long, 
lanceolate,  irregularly  serrated,  and  whitened  be- 
neath the  reticulations  by  a  minute,  close  woolli- 
ness,  and  have  an  oleoresinous  exudation;  stamens 
five,  three  long  and  two  short ;  flowers  in  scaphoid 
cymes  collected  on  a  terminal  panicle.  Yerba 
santa  is  a  perennial  plant,  three  to  five  feet  high, 
covered  with  bark  near  the  base,  smooth,  green, 
and  herbaceous  along  the  stem  and  branches ;  it 
grows  on  dry  and  rocky  hill-sides,  and  is  found 
throughout  the  State.  It  is  very  abundant  in  the 
southern  part,  where  it  has  long  been  used  as  a 
febrifuge,  and  does  to  some  extent  take  the  place 
of  quinia,  though  the  two  are  always  and  advan- 
tageously given  together.  It  partly  replaces  qui- 
nia, because,  when  the  two  are  given  together,  a 
small  dose  of  quinia  has  an  equal  effect  as  a  larger 
dose  uncombined.  As  an  expectorant  it  is  also 
highly  valued,  and  its  effects  on  the  bronchial  tubes 
— unattended  with  acute  inflammation — are  most 
beneficial  for  ordinary  coughs  and  colds.  Equal 
parts  of  the  tincture  (1-4)  and  glycerine  are  fully 
as  efficient  as  anything  that  can  be  used.  A  decoc- 
tion of  honey  leaf — so  called  from  the  sweetish  taste 
it  leaves  in  the  mouth  after  chewing — is  a  common 
remedy  much  in  use  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
places  where  it  grows.  The  .leaves  are  the  part 
used.  They  should  be  gathered  as  soon  as  the 
flowers  begin  to  wither,  which  occurs  late  in  the 
month  of  June.  This  peculiar  oleoresin  is  then 
most  abundant,  and  the  leaves  are  very  sticky  to 
the  touch,  but,  when  dry,  it  has  a  glassy  appear- 
ance and  looks  like  a  varnish.  The  drug,  macer- 
ated in  whisky  or  spirits,  is  given  in  doses  of  half  a 
wineglassful  daily  as  a  preventive  of  chills  and 
fever.  That  tincture  and  a  decoction  are  the  house- 
hold forms  of  prescribing  it.  With  the  Indians  it  is 
a  specific  for  all  evils,  but  no  one  ever  heard  of 
their  wasting  whisky  on  it ;  an  infusion  and  the 
bruised  leaf  meet  their  requirements.  It  is  often 
used  instead  of  tobacco,  the  smoke  being  inhaled, 
and  gives  relief  in  asthma ;  the  fluid  extract,  in 
doses  of  from  fifteen  drops  to  a  teaspoonful,  also 
affords  relief  in  that  complaint.  Alcohol  (United 
States  Pharmacopoeia)  best  extracts  its  medicinal 
virtues,  which  consist  in  a  peculiar  resin  and  a  bit- 
ter principle.  The  following  constituents  I  separ- 
ated from  the  drug :  Two  resins,  one  soluble  in 
alcohol  and  one  in  ether  ;  a  bitter  principle,  soluble 
in  water  and  partly  in  alcohol ;  gum ;  tannin ;  a 
fixed  and  a  volatile  oil ;  a  peculiar  saccaharine 
principle   and  a  crystalline  principle,  which  latter 


was  deposited  from  a  concentrated  fluid  extract.  I 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  medical  and  phar- 
maceutical profession  to  this  plant,  as  it  is  likely  to 
take  a  place  in  the  next  pharmacopoeia. —  W.  H. 
McLaughlin,  Ph.  D.,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  in 
the  Druggists'  Circular. 


A  Pleasant  Remedy  for  Toothache. — Our 

cook  presented  herself  to  me  with  a  swollen  cheek, 
asking  for  something  to  relieve  the  toothache,  from 
which  she  had  been  suffering  all  night,  and  for 
which  she  refused  to  have  the  tooth  extracted.  As 
there  was  nothing  of  the  usual  kind  at  hand,  I  was 
on  the  point  of  telling  her  to  call  later  at  my  office, 
or  go  to  a  dentist,  when  it  occurred  to  my  memory 
that  there  was  in  the  house  a  vial  of  compound 
tincture  of  benzoitt,  which  I  had  been  using  upon 
a  young  mother  as  a  protection  against  sore 
nipples. 

After  cleansing  the  decayed  tooth,  I  saturated  a 
pledget  of  cotton-lint  with  the  tincture,  and  packed 
it  well  into  the  cavity,  hoping  this  would  suffice  for 
the  time;  and  bidding  her  come  back  in  two  or 
three  hours  if  she  was  not  relieved.  I  was  turning 
away  when  she  remarked  that  it  might  not  be 
necessary,  perhaps,  as  the  pain  was  already  gone. 
Supposing  her  faith  had  a  large  share  in  the  relief, 
I  would  not  allow  myself  to  think  that  the  medicine 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  cure  any  more  than  so 
much  hot  water  would  have  done. 

But  when  I  arrived  at  my  office  there  were  two 
other  patients  awaiting  me  with  the  same  affliction, 
and  I  determined  by  way  of  experiment,  to  use  the 
same  remedy.  To  my  agreeable  surprise  both 
patients  declared  themselves  immediately  relieved, 
and  begged  a  vial  of  the  tincture  for  future  use. 

During  the  winter  a  number  of  similar  cases  ap- 
plied, and  were  instantly  relieved  by  the  same 
treatment,  all  expressing  much  satisfaction  with 
the  remedy. 

In  December  I  told  my  druggist  of  the  discovery, 
and  recommended  him  to  sell  it  to  any  person  ap- 
plying for  "  toothache  drops."  This,  he  reports, 
he  has  done,  and  that  every  one  seems  delighted 
with  the  medicine. 

Now,  as  this  is  the  day  of  "  small  things,"  I 
trust  that  the  Brief  will  pardon  the  size  of  this 
item,  and  duly  credit  me  with  the  conviction  of 
having  contributed  something  useful,  even  if  it  be 
thought  not  at  all  brilliant.—  T.  C.  Osborn,  M.  D., 
in  New  York  Med.  and  Surg.  Brief. 


Thapsus  Bursa  Pastoris.  —As  an  efficient 
remedy  for  functional  derangement  of  the  uropoetic 
system,  a  condition  whose  organic  cause  eludes 
analysis,  I  have  for  some  time  been  in  the  habit  of 
prescribing  the  tincture  of  thapsus  bursa  pastoris, 
or  shepherd's  purse,  a  genus  of  cruciferous  plants. 
I  treat  with  it  not  only  haematuria,  for  which,  on 
account  of  its  astringent  properties,  it  was  former- 
ly used,  but  cases  of  renal  and  cystic  derangement 
very  various  in  their  nomenclature  ;  but  always 
this  side  of  any  considerable  destructive  lesion.  I 
desire  to  draw  to  it  the  attention  of  the  profession, 
because  I  believe  it  is  a  remedy  not  generally  known. 
It  has  long  been  a  favorite  remedy  with  the  so- 
called  "  eclectics,"  whose  leading  pharmacist  first 
called  my  attention  to  it. — Dr.  fames  I.  Tucker, 
in  Chicago  Medical  Journal  and  Examiner. 


Cough  Mixture. — J.  Milner  Fothergill  says,  in 
the  Philadelphia  Times,  that  hydrobromic  acid, 
with  spirit  of  chloroform  and  syrup  of  squill — and 
if  the  case  be  that  of  a  very  agreeable  lady  and  a 
favorite  patient,  a  few  drops  of  spirit  of  nutmeg 
might  be  added — constitutes  an  excellent  and  pal- 
atable cough  medicine. 
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Hydrobromic  Acid. — The  affinity  of  hydro- 
bromic  acid  for  bases  is  between  that  of  hydro- 
chloric and  hydriotic  acids.  I  have  prescribed  it 
most  frequently  in  half-drachm  doses  well  diluted. 

III.  Dilute  hydrobromic  acid, 
Syrup,  aa.  fl.  5  J- 

M.  S.     Teaspoonful  in  water. 

This  is  not  unpleasant  to  the  taste,  and  may  be 
given  to  obtain  the  constitutional  effect  of  bromine 
as  usually  admimistered  in  combination  with  a 
base.  It  also  acts  like  other  mineral  acids  in  being 
tonic,  refrigerant,  solvent,  alterative,  etc.,  and  is 
very  useful  in  the  "  bilious  "  conditions,  including 
fevers,  where  the  morbid  symptoms  recede  with 
the  coating  on  the  tongue.  I  use  little  else  in  re- 
mittent fever. 

IV.  Sulphate  of  quinia,  15  to  80  grs. 
Dilute  hydrobromic  acid, 
Syrup,  aa.  fl.  5  j- 

M.  S.    Teaspoonful  in  water. 

This  is  extremely  bitter,  and  in  this  respect  can- 
not be  improved  by  other  additions.  Like  other 
acidulous  preparations  it  is  incompatible  with  lico- 
rice. Bromine  has  the  power  of  modifying,  in  a 
marked  degree,  the  cerebral  effects  of  quinine ; 
hence  the  value  of  this  combination,  aside  from  the 
alterative  and  other  properties  of  the  acid.  In  all 
cases  of  intermittent  fever,  I  continue  an  antipe- 
riodic  from  ten  to  thirteen  days  after  the  paroxysm 
ceases,  and  for  permanent  and  other  satisfactory 
results,  this  combination  has  proved  to  be  far 
superior  in  my  hands  to  any  other  not  containing 
the  acid. 

V.      Sulphate  of  cinchonia,  15  to  45  grs. 
Dilute  hydrobromic  acid, 
Syrup,  aa.  fl.   5  j. 

M.  S.     Teaspoonful  in  water. 

I  can  discover  no  difference  in  the  effect  of  cin- 
chonia and  quinine,  except  that  the  latter  is  to  be 
preferred  as  a  stimulant.  I  prescribe  cinchonia 
because  of  its  cheapness. 

VI.  Red  iodide  of  mercury,  i  gr. 
Dilute  hydrobromic  acid,  fl.   5  j. 
Fl.  ext.  orange  peel, 

Syrup,  aa.  fl.   3  iv. 

M.  S.     Teaspoonful  in  water. 

The  iodide  of  mercury  is  decomposed,  the  bro- 
mide being  formed  with  the  elimination  of  the 
iodine  in  the  form  of  hydriotic  acid.  Mercury  may 
be  given  in  this  manner  for  a  long  time  without 
producing  ptyalism,  the  salt  being  rapidly  excreted. 

VII.  Fl.  ext.  of  ergot. 
Syrup,  aa.  fl.   3  iv. 

Dilute  hydrobromic  acid,  fl.   5j- 

IVI.  S.     Teaspoonful  in  water. 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  other  combination 
equals  this  for  efficiency  in  cases  of  cerebral  hype- 
raemia.  It  is  not  only  indicated  where  venesection 
would  appear  beneficial,  but  it  may  be  administered 
by  enema  in  a  case  of  intercranial  haemorrhage, 
with  the  likelihood  of  arresting  the  transfusion,  by 
capillary  restriction,  when  an  additional  depletion 
of  the  arterioles,  by  artificial  abstraction  of  blood, 
would  still  further  endanger  life  without  influen- 
cing the  haemorrhage,  and  is  consequently  posi- 
tively contra-indicated. 

Ergot  and  hydrobromic  acid  will  be  found  to  be 
promptly  useful  in  vertigo  of  plethora,  with  confu- 
sion of  ideas,  or  where  a  determination  of  blood  to 
the  brain  is  prone  to  occur  from  other  causes. 

VIII.      Fl.  ext.  of  stramonium,  160  gtts. 
Dilute  hydrobromic  acid, 
Syrup,  aa.  fl.    5  j. 

M.  S.  One-half  teaspoonful  in  water,  the  dose 
to  be  increased  until  the  specific  effects  of  the  stra- 
monium are  marked,  and  there  to  be  maintained. 


I  offer  this  combination  as  a  prescription  for 
epilepsy.  I  will  simply  say  of  it,  that  its  effects  in 
this  disease  are  remarkable,  and  I  think  I  have 
reason  to  consider  it  superior  to  any  other  plan  of 
medication. 

IX.      Tartar  emetic,  2  grs. 

Denarcotized  tincture  of  opium,  fl.  3  ij. 
Dilute  hydrobromic  acid,  fl.   5  J- 
Syrup  to  make  fl.   Jij. 

M.  S.     Teaspoonful  in  water. 
For  acute  bronchitis. 

X.      Syrup  of  bromide  of  iron,  fl.  3  iv. 
Bromide  of  quinia,  i6  grs. 
Dilute  hydrobromic  acid,  fl.    |j. 
Syrup,  fl.  3  iv. 

M.  S.     Teaspoonful  in  water. 
The   wide   applicability   of   this  tonic  is  readily 
suggested  by  its  composition. 

XI.      Sub-carbonate  of  bismuth,  80  grs. 
Dilute  hydrobromic  acid,  fl.   5j. 

Dissolve  and  add 

Saccharated  pepsine,  80  grs. 
Syrup  to  make  fl.   5  ij. 

M.  Filter.     S.  Teaspoonful  in  water. 

This  is  preferable  to  ammoniated  citrate  of  bis- 
muth with  pepsine,  because  it  is  not  only  perman- 
ent in  the  bottle,  but  it  is  not  precipitated  in  the 
stomach  as  is  the  citrate.  Its  indications  are  evi- 
dent to  the  professional  reader.  To  it  may  be  add- 
ed pancreatine,  with  or  without  the  pepsine. 

I  trust  I  have  shown  by  the  foregoing  formulas 
how  readily  bromine  may  be  exhibited  in  an  ele- 
gant manner,  combined  with  other  well-known 
remedies.  These  formulas,  however,  are  only  in- 
tended as  skeletons,  upon  which  a  great  variety  of 
changes  may  be  rung  to  suit  the  "  notions  "  of  the 
prescriber. 

Elixirs  instead  of  syrups  may  be  substituted,  and 
additions  of  flavors  may  be  made  to  render  the 
medicine  more  palatable.  The  doses  given  are 
for  adults,  and  the  frequency  of  their  repetition  in 
each  case  is  to  be  determined  in  accordance  with 
the  circumstances. 

Sedation  is  an  indication  in  almost  all  diseased 
conditions,  not  only  as  a  palliative,  but  to  finally 
obtain  radical  results,  by  the  greater  curative  efforts 
nature  may  make  in  the  absenceof  irritation,  aided, 
if  necessary,  by  artificial  means.  It  is  no  surprise, 
then,  that  the  only  known  mineral  sedative,  being 
also  a  powerful  alterative,  should  have  found  so 
prominent  a  place  in  the  medical  art ;  yet  taking 
into  consideration  the  facts  that  the  salts  of  this 
drug  are  the  preparations  of  it  almost  universally 
prescribed,  and  that  they  must  be  decomposed  in 
the  stomach  and  hydrobromic  acid  produced  before 
the  effects  of  bromine  can  be  obtained  in  any  case, 
and  that  these  salts  cannot  conveniently  be  com- 
bined with  other  medicines,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to 
gain  the  impression,  that  in  the  light  of  our  present 
knowledge,  there  are  too  many  who  follow  a  very 
clumsy  and  unscientific  method  of  exhibiting  one  of 
our  most  valuable  therapeutic  agents. 


Diseases  of  the  Liver.— There  are  several 
diseases  of  the  liver,  as  congestion  of  the  liver,  in- 
flammation of  the  li\'er,  cirrhosis,  hob-nail  liver, 
atrophy  of  the  liver,  fatty  liver,  cancer  of  the  liver, 
gall-stones,  jaundice,  and  some  others  too  tedious 
to  mention  in  this  essay.  We  call  attention  to 
some  of  the  common  affections  of  this  very  much 
slandered  organ,  for,  though  it  is  much  misrepre- 
sented, it  is  certainly  subject  to  certain  diseases, 
both  organic  and  functional.  We  frequently  meet 
with  icterus  in  the  South,  and,  hitherto,  the  treat- 
ment has  been  very  unsuccessful  by  the  regulars, 
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as  it  was  routine,  and  consisting  of  mercurials  al- 
most exclusively.  Some  eclectic  physicians  depend 
upon  aloes,  rhubarb  and  podophyllin,  and  they  too 
often  fail.  I  have  time  and  again  called  attention 
to  the  superior  powers  of  chionanthus  virginica — 
old  man's  gray  beard.  (See  "  Goss's  Materia 
Medica,"  pp.  100  and  307.) 

I  can  cure  most  cases  of  jaundice  with  this  ar- 
ticle, alternated  with  Rademacher's  aqueous  ext. 
of  nux  vomica  in  a  few  days.  I  have  treated  a 
great  many  doses  thus  within  the  last  ten  years.  I 
usually  give  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  the  essential 
tincture  of  chionanthis  just  before  each  meal,  and 
five  or  six  drops  of  the  aqueous  extract  of  nux 
vomica  (Rademacher's  aq.  tinct.),  between  each 
dose  of  the  chionanthus.  This  disease  does  not 
require  purgatives  generally,  nor  does  it  usually 
require  forcing  cholagogues,  but  a  remedy  that  has 
a  specific  regulating  power  over  the  secretory 
function  of  this  organ. 

There  is  an  organic  disease  of  the  liver,  and  this 
organic  condition  must  be  treated  before  the  func- 
tion can  be  rendered  normal.  Giving  cholagogues 
— as  we  call  them — can  never  cure  the  organic 
disease.  It  is  very  often  from  congestion  of  the 
liver,  and  I  had  it  once  from  the  use  of  mercurials, 
which  often  produced  congestion  and  hypertrophy 
of  the  liver.  Here  I  have  found  chionanthus  the 
remedy  indicated.  If  the  biliary  ducts  be  impli- 
cated, then  nux  vomica  should  also  be  used,  for  it 
acts  directly  upon  these  ducts.  If  the  liver-cells 
be  diseased,  as  they  are  frequently,  then  chelido- 
nium  will  be  found  to  act  like  a  charm,  restoring 
them  to  their  normal  state  in  a  short  time.  If  the 
cellular  tissue  of  the  hver  is  diseased,  then  quassia 
may  do  great  good,  for  its  specific  tendency  is  to 
that  part  of  the  organic  structure  of  the  liver,  and 
will  always  act  well.  Hydrastis  Canadensis  acts 
in  the  same  way. 

If  the  capillaries  of  vena  porta  are  affected, 
then  carduus  marioe  may  be  given  with  a  certainty, 
as  it  acts  directly  upon  these  capillaries.  (See 
"  Goss's  New  Remedies,"  also  "  New  Materia 
Medica.") 

The  sesculus  hypocaustum  and  sesculus  glabra 
act  upon  the  portal  circulation,  and  also  upon  the 
rectum,  consequently,  where  there  is  congestion  of 
the  portal  circulation,  with  piles,  aesculus  will  re- 
lieve this  condition.  For  torpidity  of  the  liver, 
with  constipation,  we  have  no  better  remedies  than 
rhamnus  purshiana  (cascara  sagrada),  and  nux 
vomica.  Both  these  remedies  act  as  direct  tonics 
to  the  liver,  stomach  and  glands  of  the  bowels, 
thereby  overcoming  the  constipation. 

If  the  stomach  is  affected,  and  dyspepsia  be  as- 
sociated with  inaction  of  the  liver,  then  the  addi- 
tion of  the  glycerole  of  hydrastis  and  chelone 
glabra  are  good  remedies,  as  they  aid  digestion 
by  a  direct  action  upon  the  gastric  glands.  For 
hepatitis,  aconite,  alternated  with  berberis  vulgaris, 
will  generally  give  relief.  And  I  have  found  san- 
guinaria  and  hydrastis,  alternated  with  aconite, 
valuable  in  simple  inflammation  of  the  liver.  It 
is  useless  in  many  cases  of  disease  of  the  liver 
to  goad  the  liver  with  leptandra  and  podophyllin, 
as  is  too  often  done  by  many  eclectic  physicians. 
We  must  give  remedies  according  to  the  indica- 
tions in  the  case. — Prof.  I.  J.  M.  Coss,  in  the 
New  York  Eclectic  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal. 


On  the  Use  of  Jaborandi  in  Whooping- 
COUGH. — On  March  28th,  in  the  evening,  I  was 
called  to  see  a  young  French  boy,  aged  five  years, 
stout,  and  of  strong  constitution,  who  had  an  attack 
of  whooping-cough. 

His  parents  told  me  that  for  the  last  three  or 


four  days  they  had  remarked  that  every  evening 
between  five  and  six  o'clock  the  paroxysms  seemed 
to  increase  in  severity — that  they  grew  worse  and 
worse  until  they  had  become  very  alarming. 

When  I  saw  the  child  he  was  laboring  under  a 
violent  paroxysm ;  his  face  was  congested  and 
cyanotic ;  the  spasmodic  cough  threatening  suffo- 
cation; skin  dry;  pulse  140  per  minute,  and  tem- 
perature 104°  F. 

Knowing  by  long  experience  that  the  treatment 
of  this  affection  is  usually  very  troublesome  from 
the  length  of  time  it  requires  to  efifect  a  cure,  I 
concluded  to  try  an  entirely  new  treatment  with 
this  well-marked  case. 

Into  two  ounces  of  water  I  put  sixty  drops  of  the 
fluid  extract  of  jaborandi  (prepared  by  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.)  I  intentionally  mention  the  manu- 
facturers, because  in  several  instances  I  have  re- 
marked that  their  preparations  were  more  power- 
ful in  their  effects  than  those  of  some  other  firms. 
The  medicine  was  directed  to  be  given  by  the  tea- 
spoonful  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  until  one-half 
of  the  mixture  should  be  taken. 

An  hour  or  so  later  I  visited  the  patient  again 
and  found  him  perspiring  freely ;  he  had  already 
vomited  large  quantities  of  mucosities,  and  was 
still  vomiting;  temperature  and  pulse  quite  nor- 
mal. I  remained  for  nearly  an  hour  with  the 
family  on  account  of  the  vomiting  being  so  per- 
sistent, and  during  that  time  he  did  not  cough 
once.     When  I  left  he  was  sleeping  soundly. 

At  half-past  six  o'clock,  next  evening,  I  called 
again.  The  mother  said  that  during  the  entire 
day  the  child  had  had  no  cough,  but  that  between 
five  and  six  o'clock  the  trouble  had  again  com- 
menced, but  not  so  soon  as  the  day  before.  The 
pulse  was  then  130,  temperature  102°  F.,  skin  dry, 
face  congested,  etc, 

I  advised  the  administration  of  the  remains  of 
the  mixture  left  from  the  preceding  day,  and  to 
stop  givmg  it  as  soon  as  the  child  should  vomit, 
which  directions  were  carried  out. 

When  I  called,  two  days  later,  there  was  only  a 
teaspoonful  of  the  medicine  left  in  the  bottle.  Pulse 
and  temperature  normal,  and  the  child  drenched  in 
perspiration.  He  had  again  vomited  much  phlegm, 
and  this  time  was  profusely  salivated. 

Next  day  at  about  the  same  hour,  the  child 
coughed  once  or  twice,  but  had  no  fever  or  other 
unpleasant  symptom  ;  the  fourth  day  there  was  no 
cough  at  all,  and  since  then  he  has  been  entirely 
well. 

Have  we  a  specific  for  whooping-cough  in  jabor- 
andi ? — E.  A.  De  Cailhol,  M.  D.,  in  St.  Louis 
Clinical  Record. 


Hydrobromic  Acid  is  still  on  trial  as  a  seda- 
tive neurotic,  and  as  a  substitute  for  the  alkaline 
bromides.  An  objection  to  its  use  is  that  it  must 
be  largely  diluted.  A  dose  of  50  grs.  (41.6  minims) 
of  Squibb's  solution  (equivalent  to  25  grs.  bromide  of 
potassium)  requires  not  less  than  |  viij  fl.  of  liquid 
containing  at  least  an  ounce  of  sugar  in  solution. 
Dr.  Fothergill,  however,  gives  it  in  smaller  doses, 
and  esteems  it  highly  in  irritable  cough,  etc. —  The 
Druggists'  Circiilar  and  Chetnical  Gazette. 


Jaborandi  in  the  Albuminuria  of  Preg- 
nancy.— Dr.  Langlet,  of  Rheims,  publishes  an 
elaborate  account  in  the  Utiion  Medicate  de  Nord- 
Est  of  a  case  of  albuminuria  during  pregnancy 
which  he  treated  successfully  by  the  administra- 
tion of  jaborandi.  The  patient,  three  months  ad- 
vanced in  pregnancy,  showed  the  ordinary  symp- 
toms of  albuminuria.  The  action  of  the  jaborandi 
on  the  salivary  glands  became  apparant  on  the  day 
of  administration.     The  patient  took  the  drug  con- 


June,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


159 


tinuously  for  a  period  of  sixteen  days,  during  which 
time  the  oedema  disappeared,  and  the  general 
symptoms  were  improved.  The  albumen  was 
likewise  lessened  to  such  an  extent  that  not  the 
slightest  trace  could  finally  be  detected,  and  the 
lying-in  occurred  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances. 

Dr.  Langlet  has  noticed  that  the  administration 
of  jaborandi  causes  an  increase  in  the  urinary  se- 
cretion, and  this  coincides  with  a  somewhat  similar 


observation  of  Mr.  Render,  who  found  that  in  a 
case  of  acute  nephritis  the  drug  caused  polyuria. 
On  the  fifteenth  day  of  administration  of  the  drug 
hasmaturia  occurred,  so  as  to  give  the  urine  a  dis- 
agreeable odor  and  bright  color.  This  accident, 
which  did  not  retard  the  recovery,  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  excessive  work  imposed  upon  the  kid- 
neys by  the  increased  secretion,  leading  to  con- 
gestion and  the  congestion  to  actual  hemorrhage. 
— Edinburgh  Medical  Journal. 


Editor's  Notes. 


New  DRUGS.^Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to 
make  concerning  the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please 
to  send  to  us ;  if  we  cannot  readily  answer  it  our- 
selves, we  will  give  it  publication.  Some  one  out 
of  our  many  thousand  readers  will  undoubtedly  be 
able  to  give  you  the  information  you  wish. 

Business  Chances  ! — Under  this  head  we  will 
be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  from  three  to  five  lines 
from  any  physician  or  druggist  who  wishes  to  dis- 
pose of  his  property.  These  brief  notices  should 
state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value,  rea- 
sons for  selling,  etc.  This  hberal  offer  enables 
physicians  and  druggists  wishing  to  change  their 


location  to  bring  the  matter  free  of  expense  to  the 
notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to  purchase. 
The  circulation  of  New  Preparations  is  already 
very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes  to 
every  State  and  Territory  in  this  country. 

Correspondence. — If  you  have  an  unusually 
interesting  case  to  offer,  write  its  history  in  detail 
for  the  Original  Department,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 


Publisher's  Notes. 


Subscriptions. 

Subscription  Price  for  1879,  one  dollar. 

The  Index  for  1878  is  now  ready,  and  every  sub- 
scriber for  1878  is  entitled  to  it. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  New  Preparations 
(monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi- 
monthly) for  one  year  to  any  address. 

Back  Numbers  (1877-78),  each  10  cents.  Back 
numbers,  bound — Vols.  I  and  II — each  vol. — paper 
40  cents;  board  75  cents.  January,  1878,  is  now 
out  of  press. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  continue  with  us,  and 
hope  they  will  send  their  remittances  of  one  dollar 
each  in  to  us  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
our  mail  list  can  be  got  in  readiness  for  the  next 
issue. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plai?tly.  When 
possible  inclose  your  printed  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

Send  at  once  for  our  Prospectus,  if  you  have  not 
already  seen  it.  It  gives  special  rates  for  all  the 
leading  medical  journals  in  the  United  States,  in 
connection  with  New  Preparations.  It  also 
contains  our  list  of  Premiums. 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charges,  if  both  publications 
are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  publications  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Henry  C.  Lea,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  we  must  here- 
after charge  their  list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional 
for  New  Preparations,  as  they  no  longer  make 
the  usual  trade  discounts  to  any  publishers.  To 
save  you  the  annoyance  of  making  two  remittances 
we  will,  however,  be  responsible  for  your  payment 
reaching  them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance 
for  New  Preparations. 

A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 


a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $i.oofor  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  or  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  claim  both  the  premiutn  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbing  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  want  more  agents.  Good  smart  men,  phy- 
sicians with  little  practice,  drug  clerks,  or  any  per- 
sons brought  into  direct  contact  with  physicians, 
can  do  well  by  canvassing  for  us.  The  work  is 
easy,  honorable,  requires  no  capital,  and  pays  well. 

We  furnish  sample  copies  gratis.  Write  at 
once,  stating  your  qualifications  for  canvassing, 
and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  correspond  with  you. 

Agents  now  working  for  us  are  very  successful 
thus  far. 

Correspondence. 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 
ent inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you'  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  complaint  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

We  shall  continue  the  reports  of  practitioners 
upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  notice  next 
year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 
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Miscellaneous  Business  Notices. 


Chance  for  an  Eclectic  Physician  of  experience, 
in  an  interior  town  in  Michigan.  Middle-aged 
man  preferred.    Address  L.  W.  C,  Box  641,  Detroit. 

Physician— Location. 

A  good  paying  practice,  office,  books  and  fur- 
niture, good  dwelling-fiouse,  orchard  and  shrubbery, 
two  good  store  houses,  fifty-five  acres  of  land  in 
good  cultivation  in  edge  of  town.  Will  sell  all  or 
part ;  cause,  declining  health,  being  now  nearly  fifty- 
four  years  old,  and  in  the  practice  over  twenty-five 
years.  Address,  J.  R.  Pack,  M.  D.,  Hermitage, 
Hickory  Co.,  Mo. 

For  Sale. 

Drug  store  doing  a  paying  business.  Stock 
small  and  clean  ;  fixtures  nearly  new.  For  par- 
ticulars address 

"Pharmacist,"  P.  O.  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

A  Fine  Chance  for  Investment. 

A  drug  store  in  one  of  the  best  business  loca- 
tions in  the  city  of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale. 
The  proprietor  is  compelled  by  urgent  personal 
reasons  to  close  up  his  business  within  a  brief 
period,  and  will  offer  stock,  fixtures  and  good  will 
at  very  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be 
given. 

Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargam 
in  a  cash  purchase. 

The  store  is  well  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition. 
Address  "DRUGGIST,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Physician— Location. 

Good  location  in  a  town  of  8,000  in  central 
Michigan.  A  good  physician  from  the  age  of  35 
to  45  years,  well  skilled  in  surgery,  and  of  good 
habits,  can  soon  establish  a  paying  practice.  Full 
particulars  by  addressing  (with  stamp)  G,  box  641, 
Detroit. 


Empty  Capsules. 

Read  carefully  the  article  on  this  subject  on  ad- 
vertising page  I.  Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market. 


For  Sale. 

Drug  stock  and  fixtures,  valued  at  $5,000. 
Located  in  the  finest  farming  county  in  the  west ; 
territory  large,  and  good  trade ;  good  reasons  for 
selHng.     For  terms  and  particulars  address 

Lock  box  499,  Marshall,  Minn. 


Michigan  Medical  News. 

Published  semi-monthly.  Terms  only  one  dollar 
per  year.  Edited  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron.  Send 
three-cent  postage  stamp  for  specimen  copy. 

Cascara  Sagrada  (Rhamnus  Purshiana). 

The  fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  p'rovedto 
be  one  of  the  most  useful  liq7ihi  cathartics  known 
to  the  profession.  As  a  laxative  and  remedy  m 
habitual  constipation  it  has  no  equal. 

Parke.  I3avis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Quinine  Flower. 

An  antiperiodic  of  undoubted  merit,  producing 
all  the  effects  of  quinine,  even  to  the  Imnttus 
aurium.     See  advertising  page  V. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

Elixirs  Wines  and  Syrups. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  have  made  many  improve- 
ments in  these  elegant  pharmaceuticals.  Their  list 
comprises  all  standard  formulae,  as  well  as  the  most 
recent  combinations  of  new  remedies.  Physicians 
will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "P.,  D.&  Co.'s"  on 
their  prescriptions. 

For  Sale.— A  good  chance  for  investment. 

Drugs  and  furniture  for  store,  stock  small,  can 
be  made  a  paying  business ;  an  excellent  location 
for  a  physician,  will  sell  residence  and  108 >^  acres 
of  land  with  same,  terms  reasonable. 

Addrtss  Dr.  J.  Hendricks,  Watlder,  Gonzales 
Co.,  Texas 


Lactated  Pepsine  (not  patented). 

A  new  compound  digestive  agent,  composed  of 
pepsine,  maltose,  diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid, 
and  hydrochloric  acid.  Recommended  in  dyspepsia 
and  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition,  and  in  sickness  of 
pregnancy.  Specify  "P.,  D.  &  Co's." 
^    ^        ^        i-      ^  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


For  Sale.— Drug  Store 

In  a  town  of  8,000  inhahiianis  in  central  Ohio. 
Good  location.  Stock,  $5,000;  sales  from  $8,000 
to  $9,000  per  year.  Will  sell  at  invoice,  and  then 
deduct  $500— or  lump  and  sell  at  a  bargain.  Good 
reasons  for  selling.     Address  X,  box  641,  Detroit. 


For  Sale. 

To  physician  wishing  a  very  desirable  country 
practice  and  an  excellent  village  home,  consisting 
of  No.  1  frame  dwelling,  seven  rooms,  well  finished, 
with  all  modern  conveniences— wells  and  cisterns, 
l^  acre  of  ground  well  fenced,  abundance  of  fruit, 
Office  on  alley,  ten  feet  from  residence.  Stables 
roomy  and  convenient.  Location,  near  Delaware, 
O.  Reasons,  wishes  to  retire  from  pracrice.  For 
all  particulars,  address  Crawford  &  Horr,  Dela- 
ware, Ohio. 

Wanted. 

A  German  partner  to  engage  in  the  drug  and 
liquor  business.  Business  already  established, 
capital  required  $1,000. 

Address  P.  O,  box  121,  Deshler,  Ohio. 


Rare  Chance  for  a  Young  Physician. 

For  thirty  days  only  do  I  offer  a  good  paying 
practice,  good  office  furniture,  drugs,  good  will, 
etc.,  for  $100,  cash.  Possession  at  any  time. 
Reason  for  selling,  wish  to  go  to  California.  Fur- 
niture alone  worth  money. 

Address  Dr.  Otis,  Wooster,  Ohio. 


Gurjun  Balsam. 

The  new  substitute  for  copaiba,   in  gonorrhoea, 
for  sale  in  quantities  as  desired,  by 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


Drug  Store.  ^^       ^t    \ 

Drug  store  for  sale,  75  miles  from  New  York , 
fine  city,  good  trade  and  elegant  store.  Poor 
health  is  why  offered.  Sales  about  $40  a  day. 
Refer  to  Jennings,  2 18  Greenwich  St.,  New  York. 


New  Preparations. 


Vol.  3. 


Detroit,  July  15,  1879. 


No.  7. 


Original  Communications. 


Mahonia  an  Alkaloid  of  Berberis  Aqui- 
folium. 

By  Carl  Jungk,  Ph.  D.,  Detroit. 

AVING  recently  received  a  sample  of  an 
organic  substance  prepared  from  berberis 
aquifolium,  which  had  all  the  properties  of 
an  alkaloidal  salt,  I  continued  the  exam- 
ination of  the  plant  with  the  results  noted  below. 
The  salt  (a  sulphate)  had  a  very  bitter  taste,  and 
gave  all  the  reactions  characteristic  of  a  nitro- 
genous organic  base.  It  had  been  prepared  from 
an  alcoholic  extract  by  precipitation  with  ammonia, 
lixiviation  of  the  dried  precipitate  with  ether  and 
decolorizing  with  animal  charcoal. 

In  preparing  a  quantity  of  the  substance  for 
further  examination,  I  adhered  in  general,  to  the 
above  method  of  procedure,  and  obtained  at  first  a 
light  yellow  amorphous  powder  of  an  alkaline  re- 
action to  test  papers  in  its  alcoholic  solution,  ca- 
pable of  neutralizing  acids  and  giving  characteristic 
precipitates  with  the  following  reagents :  Phospho- 
molybdic  acid,  mercuric  potassic  iodide,  iodine, 
tannin,  cadmium,  potassic  iodide,  picric  acid,  pla- 
tinic  chloride,  potassium  sulphocyanide.  It  gives 
no  precipitate  with  stannous  chloride  or  mercuric 
chloride,  nor  is  iodine  liberated  when  it  is  treated 
with  iodic  acid. 

potassic  dichromate  in  sulphuric 
at   first   light   green,  changing   to 
It   dissolves   without   change  of 
color  in   sulphuric   acid,  but   addition    of   potassic 
ferridcyanide  tinges  it  a  faint  rose  red. 

Concentrated  nitric  acid  dissolves  it  without 
change  of  color  in  the  cold  ;  on  heating  it  turns 
yellow.  Treated  with  chlorine  water  and  then 
with  ammonia  it  gives  neither  a  coloration  nor 
precipitate. 

A  portion  prepared  for  elementary  analysis  by 
thrice  repeated  purification  with  animal  charcoal 
still  retained  a  faint  yellowish  tinge,  and  obstinately 
refused  to  crystallize  even  when  deprived  of  all  dis- 
coverable traces  of  impurity. 

The  percentage  composition  was  ascertained  to 
be  as  follows : 


A  solution  of 
acid  is  colored 
orange   yellow 


c 
H 
N 
O 


63.40 
7.12 

5-3° 
24.18 


The  double  platinum  salt  carefully  dried  at  loo'* 
C.  has  the  equivalent  472.1  which  represents  a  pro- 
portion of  anhydrous  alkaloid  of  265.6. 


This  corresponds  to  the  equivalents  and  formula  : 

C  168 

H  19 

N  14 

O  64 

265     Equivalent  number. 

Formula  :  C.  28,  H.  19,  N.  O.  8,  or  in  the  new  sys- 
tem C.  14,  H.  19,  N.  0.4.  It  has  been  decided  to 
name  this  alkaloid  Mahonia.  Its  salts  are  white, 
although  it  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  the  base 
itself  entirely  colorless. 

Being  desirous  of  verifying  the  results  obtained, 
in  order  to  remove  all  possibilities  of  error  which 
might  arise  from  imperfect  purification,  I  propose 
to  continue  the  experiments  with  a  larger  quantity, 
and  till  then  wish  to  reserve  any  needed  correction 
of  the  formula.  The  preparation  will  be  submitted 
to  the  criticism  of  the  medical  profession  to  de- 
termine its  therapeutical  properties  as  soon  as  a 
sufficient  quantity  can  be  obtained  for  the  purpose. 


Chemical  Recreations. 

By  Albert  B.  Prescott,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Organic  and 
Applied  Chemistry,  University  of  Michigan. 

I N  the  last  article,  some  illustrations  of  oxidation 
A  were  given,  using  permanganate  of  potassium 
in  various  experiments,  both  in  solution  and  in  the 
dry  way.  The  permanganate  acts  by  furnishing 
oxygen  in  the  condition  of  ozone,  and  therefore 
represents  the  great  oxidations  of  nature,  perhaps 
the  most  important  function  of  the  atmosphere. 
Without  free  atmospheric  oxidation,  promoted  as 
it  is  by  sunlight,  the  processes  of  decay  in  the  field 
and  forest,  which  now  give  us  the  mould  of  the 
soil,  would  be  resolved  into  offensive  processes  of 
putrefaction,  productive  of  deleterious  gases. 
Without  atmospheric  oxidation,  the  blood  itself 
becomes  a  fatal  poison  in  a  few  minutes.  Leaving 
now  the  illustration  of  oxidation  by  action  of  oxy- 
gen itself,  we  may  next  take  the  action  of  the 
chlorous  group  of  elements,  chlorine,  bromine, 
and  iodine,  the  most  common  and  important  of  the 
"  oxidizing  agents  "  employed  by  man. 

For  purposes  of  experiment,  chlorine  may  be 
represented  by  chlorinated  lime,  or  "  bleaching 
powder."  Bromine  itself  may  be  taken,  in  the 
concentrated  state,  or  it  may  be  dissolved  in  about 
fifty  parts  of  water.  Iodine  may  be  used  in  its 
solid  state,  or  in  either  of  the  three  liquid  pre- 
parations of  iodine  of  the  pharmacopoeia.  As 
iodine  is  mucli  less  volatile,  it  is  the  more  agreeable 
agent  to  use,  and  as  it  has  a  very  deep  color,  in  all 
solutions  where  it  is  free,  and  gives  a  still  stronger 
color  with  boiled  starch,  its  chemical  movements 
are  distinctly  announced  to  the  eye. 
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OXIDATIONS  EFFECTED  BY  FREE  IODINE, 
Dissolve  (i)  a  crystal  of  sodium  sulphite  in 
water,  in  a  glass  vessel,  and  drop  into  it  some  hqtior 
iodinii  compositus  previously  diluted  with  water. 
Test  first  the  iodine  solution,  and  then  the  sulphite 
solution  to  which  the  iodine  has  been  added,  with 
boiled  starch  (starch  paste).  1  he  iodine  has  been 
converted  into  hydriodic  acid,  and  the  sulphite  into 
a  sulphate  (a  higher  oxidation  of  sulphur). 

(2)  To  a  little  water  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron 
(ferrous  sulphate,  or  green  vitriol),  add  the  same 
iodine  solution,  drop  by  drop.  The  iodine  is  again 
extinguished,  as  a  free  element,  and  ferric  salt,  a 
"  higher  oxidation  "   of  iron,  is  obtained. 

(3)  Test  hydrosulphuric  acid  solution  with  the 
iodine  solution. 

(4)  Test  a  water  solution  of  a  crystal  of  hypo- 
sulphite of  sodium  with  the  iodine  solution. 

Try  the  addition  of  a  water  solution  of  chlori- 
nated lime  (filtered),  also  the  addition  of  bromme 
water  (one  to  fifty  of  water),  instead  of  the  iodine 
solution,  in  the  above  tests.  Compare  the  results 
with  those  by  addition  of  permanganate,  and  with 
all  the  operations  in  solutions,  by  the  last  named 
reagent,  as  suggested  in  the  last  article. 

In  all  these  operations  the  same  effect  is  pro- 
duced by  iodine,  bromine,  chlorine,  and  by  perman- 
ganate, the  effect  designated  as  "  oxidation.       In 
producing  this  effect,  the  iodine,  or  bromine,  or 
chlorine,  enters  into  chemical  union,  being  obliter- 
ated as  a  free  element— just  as  oxygen  enters  into 
combination  when  it  supports  the    oxidation    ot 
carbon  in  the  glowing  coals  on  the  hearth.    Iodine, 
in  any  of    the   combinations,  resulting  from  the 
oxidizing   operations  here  mentioned,  is  seen  to  be 
destitute  of  the  rich  brown  color   of  free  lodme, 
and   will  be  found   destitute    of    power  to  color 
starch-paste,   or  to   stain  the   skin.     Indeed,  the 
blue  color  of  iodized  starch  is  destroyed  by  any  o 
these  substances  that   take   iodine  into   chemical 
union.      And   the    iodine    stain    on    the    skin    is 
bleached  by  the  same   class  of    agents— hyposul- 
phite of  sodium   solution  being  one   of  the  most 
efficient    washes    for    this    purpose.      Whenever 
iodine    is  decolored   by  any  agent  it  is   brought 
into  some   chemical  union,  and  ceases  to  be  tree 
iodine.     This  is  the  case  with  all  the  "colorless 
tinctures"   and    "colorless   solutions"  of    iodine. 
Iodide  of  potassium  dissolved  in  alcohol  is  as  truly 
a  "  colorless  tincture  of  iodine  "  as  any  preparation 
to  which  this  name  has  been  applied. 

All  the  caustic  alkalies  (4),  in  solution,  take  up 
free  iodine— iodide  and  iodate  of  the  alkali  metal 
being  formed.  In  case  of  water  of  ammonia, 
small  portions  of  iodoform  and  of  iodide  of  ni- 
trogen in  black  precipitate  may  be  formed,  i  he 
first  step  in  the  ordinary  manufacture  of  iodide 
of   potassium  is  to  decolor  iodine  in   solution  of 

potassa.  ,      ,      J       1 

Carbolic  acid  (5),  with  heat,  slowly  decolors 
iodine,  phenyl  iodide  being  formed.  This  prepar- 
ation has  been  used  in  medicine,  especially  by  in- 
halation, and  has  entered  into  some  proprietary 
rGmcdics. 

It  is  notable  that  we  cannot  predict  color  (any 
more  than  any  other  quality)  from  chemical  con- 
stituents. The  hemoglobine  of  the  red  blood  cor- 
puscles is  blood-red  ;  is  it  colored  by  the  iron  in  its 
composition  ?  The  chlorophyll  which  colors  the 
green  earth  "  also  contains  iron,  with  the  common 
organic  elements  ;  is  this  color,  too,  due  to  the  iron .-' 
The  color  of  iodine  is  an  intense  and  deeply  per- 
vasive brown.  The  most  of  its  compounds,  formed 
by  experiments  above  mentioned,  are  colorless. 
Others  are  bright  red ;  others,  yellow ;  others, 
green      It  is  a  very  pretty  simple  experiment  (b)  to 


pour  a  thin  stream  of  very  dilute  solution  of  po- 
tassium iodide  into  a  large  glass  jar  containing 
some  very  dilute  solution  of  corrosive  chloride  of 
mercury.  After  the  brilliant  precipitate  has  been 
dissolved  by  continued  addition  of  the  same  liquid  . 
that  produced  it,  some  of  the  resulting  clear  solu- 
tion (potassio-mercuric  iodide)  may  be  poured  into 
another  glass  jar  of  water  containing  a  half-dozen 
grains  of  quinia  sulphate,  with  sulphuric  acid  to 
dissolve.  All  vegetable  alkaloids  are  precipitated 
in  the  same  way.  With  suitable  incantations, 
about  red  lions  eating  their  tails,  etc.,  this  Httle  ex- 
periment would  have  served  the  alchemists  very 

good  purposes.  ,     ,  ,- 

With  a  microscope,  of  even  a  hundred  diameters, 
the  formation  of  iodoform  (7)  is  a  pretty  study. 
Put  a  dozen  or  twenty  drops  of  alcohol  in  a  test 
tube ;  add  four  or  six  drops  of  solution  of  potassa, 
then  warm  and  add  of  compound  solution  of  iodine 
till  the  iodine  color  just  ceases  to  disappear.  Set 
aside  till  a  light  yellow  sediment  appears.  Examine 
this  under  the  magnifier  for  all  sorts  of  six-sidecl 
plates  and  six-pointed  stars,  of  yellow  color. 


Veratrum  Viride. 

Bv  W.  S.  Latta,  M.  D.,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

OF  late  a  great  many  articles  have  been  published 
in  New  Preparations  under  the  above  title. 
It  is  surprising  that  an  agent  introduced  oyer 
twenty-two  years  ago  by  Dr.  Norwood,  and  extolled 
bv  him  as  a  remedial  agent  through  printed  circu- 
lars sent  to  physicians  all  over  the  country  should 
be  styled  by  some  "  a  new  agent,"  or  that  there 
should  be  such  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  its 
proper  administration. 

Dr  Lawrence  in  the  May  number  publishes  a 
verv  ^ood  article  which  should  be  carefully  stud- 
ied by  every  reader  of  your  excellent  journal  who 
is  not  already  well  acquainted  with  this  very  potent 

remedy.  ,         ,.    ,  .     .     ,  • 

Dr  Clendenen,  although  a  little  caustic  in  h  s 
criticisms  in  the  same  number,  is  also  eminently 
correct  in  his  conclusions.  .  .■     ^ 

I  have  used  veratrum  in  the  form  of  tincture 
ever  since  its  introduction  to  the  profession,  until 
recently  I  have  procured  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  s  fluid 
extract,  because  of  its  more  concentrated  form  and 
the  confidence  I  have  in  their  preparations.  I  con- 
stantly carry  it  in  my  pocket  case,  and  there  is  no 
remedy  that  I  would  not  rather  dispei^se  with  than 

^  'iwls^astonished  at  the  enormous  doses  recom- 
mended by  some  writers,  being  confident  that 
only  the  emetic  properties  of  the  drug  prevented  1 
from  kiUing  the  patients;  unless  the  chloral  and 
bromide  of  potassium  which  was  given  with  it 
acted  as  an  antidote.  .  ,      1      r 

A  case  is  reported  of  a  young  girl  who  for  sui- 
cidal purposes  took  over  twenty  grains  of  s  rycfi- 
nine  The  doctor  who  was  called  immediately  ad- 
ministered eighty  grains  of  chloral  hydrate,  and 
soon  afterwards  repeated  the  same  in  forty-gram 
doses,  and  the  patient  recovered.  Does  it  fo  low 
that  if  you  wish  to  get  the  therapeutic  effects  ot 
strychnine  you  should  give  twenty  grains  and  hen 
give  two  drachms  of  chloral  to  prevent  its  killing.'' 
In  other  words,  is  it  consistent  with  good  practice 
to  give  a   remedy   and   its   antidote   at   the   same 

^'"llnow  a  man  in  this  city  who  swallowed  an 
ounce  of  liniment  composed  of  equal  parts  of  chlo- 
roform and  tincture  of  aconite,  which  he  had  pro- 
cured at  a  drug  store  for  facial  neuralgia.  Pow- 
erful, tncessaift  vomiting  immediately  fo  lowed. 
After  an  hour  or  more  a  doctor  arrived,  and  I  am 
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credibly  informed  that  he  administered  repeated 
doses  of  bromide  of  potassium  and  nothing  else. 
The  man  recovered.  Now,  was  it  the  bromide  of 
potassium  or  the  vomiting,  or  both  that  saved  the 
patient  ?  If  it  was  the  vomiting,  would  it  be  safe  in 
another  case  to  repeat  the  dose  ? 

If  two  to  five  drops  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
fluid  extract  repeated  every  half  hour  or  hour  will 
soon  bring  the  patient  fully  under  its  influence,  in 
the  name  of  common  sense  why  should  we  give 
more? 

Although  deaths  are  reported  from  its  use,  I 
never  have  seen  one,  but  I  have  seen  patients  in  a 
very  alarming  condition  from  using  too  much. 

In  1862,  whilst  in  the  U.  S.  service,  I  gave  it  to 
a  young,  robust  soldier  in  camp,  to  reduce  arterial 
excitement  with  partial  delirium,  accompanying  an 
attack  of  remittent  fever.  The  exact  quantity 
given  I  do  not  now  recollect,  but  I  never  gave 
more  than  ten-drop  doses  of  Norwood's  tincture, 
which  is  a  comparatively  mild  preparation.  The 
medicine  was  given  about  noon,  and  I  was  called 
away  about  twenty  miles  to  examine  a  company  of 
soldiers  about  to  be  mustered  into  service.  I  re- 
turned early  next  morning,  and  was  summoned  in 
great  haste  to  see  my  patient,  whom  all  believed 
to  be  dying.  Found  him  pulseless  at  the  wrist  in 
a  kind  of  collapsed  condition,  with  cold  clammy 
sweat,  great  relaxation  ;  in  a  word,  almost  dead. 

I  ordered  alcoholic  stimulants,  both  by  the 
stomach  and  to  the  extremities,  with  friction.  The 
patient  soon  rallied,  and  by  the  aid  of  tonics  and 
mild  cholagogue  cathartics,  was  well  in  a  few  days. 

I  could  refer  to  several  other  cases  where  the 
toxical  effects  of  the  drug  were  strongly  mani- 
fested under  the  use  of  these  small  doses.  Then 
where  is  the  propriety  in  giving  a  child,  two  and  a 
half  years  old,  the  "  third  of  a  teaspoonful .''" 

The  plan  of  using  veratrum,  with  several  other 
agents  of  different  classes,  and  attempting  to  cure 
all  kinds  of  diseases  with  it,  is  behind  the  age.  The 
time  has  gone  by  for  using  Theriaca  Andromachi, 
with  its  sixty-four  ingredients,  on  the  shot-gun 
plan.  Each  agent  should  be  used  for  its  own 
peculiar  effect  upon  the  organs  or  functions  of  one 
or  more  organs.  Veratrum  acts  powerfully  upon 
the  heart,  and  two  to  five  drops  of  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.'s  fluid  extract  will  scarcely  have  to  be  repeated 
to  relieve  palpitation,  from  whatever  cause  induced. 
And  where  the  heart  is  bounding  with  excitement, 
whether  from  malarial  poisoning,  or  any  other 
cause,  forcing  the  blood  on  the  brain,  causing  con- 
vulsions, delirium  or  coma,  veratrum  will  certainly 
quiet  the  heart,  and  speedily  relieve  the  patient,  if 
the  cerebral  congestion  has  not  caused  extravasa- 
tion of  blood  through  the  brain  before  the  remedy 
is  given. 

If  there  is  a  comatose  condition  with  a  slow, 
strong  pulse,  when  the  patient  is  first  seen,  vera- 
trum to  control  the  heart,  gelsemium  to  assist  in 
relieving  the  system,  capsicum,  or  xanthoxylum, 
to  warm  the  stomach  and  assist  other  means  in 
equalizing  the  circulation,  is  proper  treatment. 

In  rheumatic  and  neuralgic  affections  of  the 
heart,  causing  great  alarm  to  the  patient,  veratrum 
gives  present  relief,  and  should  be  kept  always 
on  hand  by  patients  suffering  in  this  way,  to  be 
taken  immediately  after  the  first  symptom  of  an 
attack  upon  the  heart  appears.  I  have  known  a 
patient  afflicted  with  rheumatism,  and  subject  to 
frequent  attacks  of  this  kind,  keep  a  bottle  of  tinc- 
ture constantly  at  hand,  and  four  or  five  drops 
would  invariably  give  present  relief. 

I  have  used  it  with  excellent  results,  combined 
with  colchicum,  bitter  tonics  and  cholagogue 
cathartics,  in  articular  rheumatism,  in  five-drop 
doses   of  the  fluid   extract,    sufficiently   often   to 


nauseate,  but  not  to  vomit.  However,  in  this 
combination,  it  is  hard  to  tell  how  much  credit  is 
due  the  veratrum. 

It  acts  promptly  in  "  sick  headache,"  always 
attended  with  gastric  derangement,  and  partial 
cerebral  congestion.  It  may  be  repeated  until  it 
vomits,  thus  relieving  the  stomach  of  its  undi- 
gested and  often  fermenting  contents,  relaxing  the 
system,  equalizing  the  circulation,  causing  a  flow 
of  bile,  and  controlling  the  heart's  action. 

But  this  article  is  becoming  too  long. 


Ustilago  Maidis. 

By  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,  Detroit. 

SECALE  Cornutum,  or  spurred  rye,  was  used 
by  Camerarius  as  a  parturient,  more  than  two 
hundred  years  ago.  Like  many  other  valuable 
therapeutic  agents,  many  vicissitudes  attended  its 
introduction  as  a  standard  remedy.  Its  very  posi- 
tive action  on  the  womb  of  the  parturient  woman 
could  not  fail  to  attract  attention  ;  and  at  times  the 
danger  and  extreme  suffering  of  the  woman,  from 
the  severe  and  continuous  uterine  contractions,  in- 
duced by  ergot,  together  with  an  unusual  number 
of  still-born  children,  excited  so  much  opposition 
to  its  use  that  few  deemed  it  wise  to  prescribe  it, 
or  even  administer  it  secretly.  It  thus  gradually 
went  out  of  use,  and  was  almost  or  quite  forgotten 
till  re-introduced  by  Dr.  Stearns,  of  New  York,  in 
1807.  It  has  now  become  a  popular  remedy,  not 
as  a  parturient  only,  but  also  for  many  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  ergot  of  rye,  whether  acting  through  the 
sympathetic  nerves  or  not,  produces  tonic  contrac- 
tions of  the  nonstriated  muscles ;  hence  the  severe 
and  long-continued  uterine  contractions  so  valuable 
in  checking  hemorrhage  and  expelling  the  contents 
of  the  womb,  whether  blood-clot,  mole,  tumor  or 
foetus.  It  also  causes  contraction  of  the  blood- 
vessels, and  is  therefore  of  much  service  in  reducing 
congestion  or  inflammation.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  this  contraction  of  the  nonstriated 
muscles  is  tonic.  From  this  arises  the  extreme 
danger  to  the  child  during  parturition,  unless  the 
labor  be  veiy  brief.  It  will  also  account  for  the 
gangrene  of  the  extremities  occasionally  caused  by 
the  use  of  rye  bread,  made  of  rye  containing  con- 
siderable smut. 

In  some  cases  the  tonic  contractions  are  of  great 
service,  but  there  are  other  cases  in  which  clonic 
contractions  would  be  much  more  desirable. 
During  labor  it  is  very  desirable  at  times  to  stimu- 
late the  expulsive  efforts.  Ergot  of  rye  is  usually 
effective,  but,  as  said  before,  places  the  child  in 
jeopardy.  Some  remedy,  therefore,  which  would 
induce  clonic  instead  of  tonic  contractions  of  the 
nonstriated  muscles  would  be  a  valuable  acquisition. 
Ustilago  maidis  seems  to  fulfill  this  indication. 

Ustilago  maidis,  or  smut  corn  is  similar  in  origin 
to  spurred  rye.  It  seems  to  have  a  similar  action 
on  the  nonstriated  muscular  tissue,  except  that  the 
contractions  are  interrupted.  This  would  obviate 
much  of  the  danger  to  the  child  during  parturition, 
and  of  gangrene  in  cases  where  the  medicine  must 
be  used  freely  for  a  considerable  time. 

Since  the  introduction  of  ustilago,  I  have  used 
very  little  secale  cornutum  in  my  obstetric  practice. 
This  new  remedy  seems  more  desirable,  for,  while 
it  seems  quite  as  effective  in  stimulating  uterine 
contractions,  those  contractions  are  interrupted, 
and  therefore  resemble  the  natural  pains.  If  smut 
corn,  instead  of  smut  rye,  were  used  by  midwives, 
our  mortuary  tables  would  probably  contain  less 
"  still  born." 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  saw  a  rather  severe  case  of 
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post-partum  hemorrhage.  Ustilago  maidis  was 
given,  and  the  flowing  checked,  but  the  contrac- 
tions were  not  constant.  This  caused  some  uneasi- 
ness for  a  time,  the  woman  being  very  weak,  but 
my  fears  were  groundless.  I  have  never  seen  better 
results  from  ergot. 

For  some  years  I  have  been  using  ergot  of  rye 
alone,  or  with  bromides  for  headaches  unattended 
with  fever,  with  favorable  results.  On  several 
occasions  ustilago  was  substituted  for  the  ergot, 
but  the  results  were  scarcely  as  favorable.  The 
number  of  cases  are  quite  limited,  and  further  ob- 
servation is  required. 

Some  time  ago  I  was  called  to  see  a  boy  aged  9 
years.  He  had  been  sick  with  pneumonia  three 
days.  The  fever  was  high,  the  respiration  short 
and  quick,  the  sputa  very  rusty,  and  the  pain  quite 
severe.  Both  lungs  were  affected.  The  child  was 
very  restless,  and  somewhat  delirious.  The  ordi- 
nary remedies  were  used  two  days  with  very  little 
improvement.  The  sputa  became  free  and  some- 
what like  prune  juice.  At  my  third  visit  ustilago 
was  ordered,  and  I  was  much  pleased  to  find  at  my 
next  call  very  marked  improveinent.  The  delirium 
was  gone;  the  expectorated  matter  was  almost 
destitute  of  blood — the  improvement  being  noticed 
after  the  first  dose.  The  recovery  was  unusually 
rapid. 

A  few  weeks  after  this  a  man  with  inflamma- 
tion of  the  right  lung  came  under  my  care.  Re- 
membering the  excellent  results  apparently  due  to 
ustilago  in  the  previous  case,  the  same  remedy 
was  again  prescribed.  The  results,  though  favor- 
able, were  not  so  positive  as  had  been  observed  in 
the  boy.  The  man  has  suffered  for  a  year  or 
more  from  chronic  bronchitis,  and  this  possibly 
had  a  little  modifying  influence  in  the  results. 

Ergot  has  been  used  for  some  time  in  pneu- 
monia, and  certain  physicians  give  very  favorable 
reports  of  its  action.  I  have  used  it  repeatedly 
for  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults. I  should  now  have  no  hesitation  in  using 
ustilago  in  these,  to  the  friends  at  least,  exciting 
cases. 

Ustilago  maidis  has  been  under  observation  too 
short  a  time  to  fully  estabhsh  its  position  as  a 
therapeutic  agent.  It  is  supposed  to  be  similar  in 
origin,  if  not  composition,  to  the  ergot  of  rye,  and 
therefore  may  possess  similar  medicinal  properties. 
The  expulsive  pains  during  labor  vary  so  greatly 
not  only  in  different  labors  but  at  different  times 
in  the  same  labor,  that  many  careful  observations 
are  required  to  fully  establish  the  true  effects  of 
any  ecbolic  that  may  be  used.  It  is  not  unusual 
for  women  to  have  a  partial,  if  not  an  entire,  sus- 
pension of  labor  pains  for  a  short  time  while  the 
foetal  head  rests  on  the  perineum.  Nature  thus 
provi<:les  a  season  of  repose,  that  the  parturient 
woman  may  the  better  endure  the  throes  which 
are  about  to  ensue.  Now,  should  the  inattentive 
accoucheur  mistake  this  lull  for  atony  of  the 
uterus,  and  administer  any  medicine  as  an  ecbolic, 
the  natural  return  of  the  pains  might  be  attributed 
to  the  drug  used  rather  than  to  its  true  cause. 
This  mistake  is  particularly  liable  to  occur  in  all 
those  cases  in  which  the  drug  induces  intermit- 
tent pains  like  those  of  ordinary  labor. 

In  testing  the  influence  of  medicine  of  this 
class,  the  influence  of  the  mind  should  not 
be  overlooked.  Every  one  acquainted  with  ob- 
stetric practice  must  be  familiar  with  the  fre- 
quency of  the  suspension  of  pain  on  the  arrival  of 
the  physician ;  and,  during  the  course  of  labor,  the 
woman  who  has  placed  not  only  her  own  life  but 
also  that  of  her  prospective  offspring  in  the  hands 
of  her  attendant,  is  naturally  influenced  by  the 
actions  of   her   physician.     Some    females  under 


these  circumstances  are  so  susceptible,  that  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  water,  even,  might  take  the  place  of 
ergot. 

Now,  after  testing  ustilago  for  several  years, 
and  carefully  bearing  in  mind  the  many  sources 
of  error  that  may  arise,  I  still  have  great  confi- 
dence in  its  virtues  as  a  therapeutic  agent  to  take 
the  place  of  the  ergot  of  rye. 


Betonica  Officinalis  (Wood  Betony). 

By  A.  Eddmon,  M.  D.,  Tontogany,  O. 

TN  the  May  number  of  New  Preparations  I 
1  noticed  an  article  by  Dr.  F.  Herring  relative  to 
the  use  of  betonica  officinalis,  an  old,  well-known 
German  plant.  I  call  it  a  German  plant,  because 
it  is  found  most  abundantly  in  any  part  of  Ger- 
many, and  is  called  wiesen  betonie. 

There  are  seven  species  of  the  betonica  family, 
which  are :  betonica  officinalis,  b.  alopecuros,  b. 
aquatica,  b.  hirsuta,  b.  incana,  b.  legitima,  b. 
stricta,  all  of  which  have  been  known  to  me  for 
over  twenty  years,  but  they  have  been  used  and 
known  for  centuries. 

Betonica  officinalis  is  the  most  important  of  the 
betonica  family  ;  it  is  a  small  and  beautiful  plant, 
with  a  great  many  leaves  rising  from  the  root. 
They  are  broad  and  round,  and  standing  upon 
long  foot-stalks.  From  these  rise  small,  slender, 
upright,  hairy  stalks,  with  leaves  at  the  joints 
smaller  than  the  lower ;  they  have  a  faint  odor, 
like  melissa,  English  balm  ;  the  heads  of  the  flow- 
ers are  like  lavender",  but  thicker  and  shorter  and 
of  a  red,  purplish  color,  with  white  spots  in  the 
upper  and  lower  parts,  but  they  hardly  have  any 
odor  at  all. 

The  Greek  name  of  betonica  officinalis  itself  in- 
dicates that  it  grows  in  a  cold  climate,  and  is  used 
to  cold  weather,  and  is  for  that  reason  found  in 
the  middle  of  winter. 

The  flowers,  leaves  and  roots  are  used  for  me- 
dicinal purposes;  by  pulverizing  the  dry  leaves 
and  dry  flowers  you  will  have  one  of  the  best  ca- 
tarrh snuffs  known.  The  leaves  and  roots  have  a 
bitter,  sharp,  astringent  taste;  the  tincture  and 
fluid  extract  of  the  green  leaves  I  have  used  with 
splendid  results,  and  would  pronounce  it  a  power- 
ful stomachic,  an  excellent  expectorant,  a  valuable 
remedy  in  chronic  inflammation  of  the  bladder  and 
kidneys,  a  nerve  tonic  and  a  laxative.  I  have  used 
it  also  in  enlargement  of  the  spleen,  jaundice, 
dropsy,  and  as  a  nervine  with  good  results. 

The  roots  are  used  mostly  when  they  are  green  ; 
twenty  grains  are  sufficient  for  a  laxative.  _  The 
same  amount  of  dry  root  will  produce  nausea  and 
vomiting.  A  plaster  prepared  out  of  the  green 
root  I  have  used  with  good  results  in  skin  diseases, 
wounds  and  sore  breasts. 

The  preparation  I  formerly  used  was  a  syrup 
prepared  from  the  green  roots,  but  a  tincture  or 
fluid  extract,  or  any  reliable  preparation  can  be 
employed  to  secure  the  effects  of  the  drug. 

The  other  species  of  the  betonica  family  have 
more  or  less  the  same  medicinal  properties,  except 
the  betonica  aquatica  (water  betony),  which  when 
used,  even  in  small  doses,  will  produce  dangerous 
symptoms. 

B.  officinalis  has  been  used  in  France  for  over  a 
century.  Its  name  there  is  betoine  (labiate 
stachydese,  \d.m\c^)—Essazs  sur  quelques  plantes 
mdegSnes,  substttutees  avec  succh,  h  des  vigitaux 
exotiques,  aux  quels  on  a  joint  des  observations 
medicinales  sur  les  memes  objets.  Nanci :  1778. 
Jo.  Phil.  Eysel,  resp.  J.  Bleek;  de  Betonica  Er- 
ford;  17 16,  4.  Antonius  Musa  wrote  a  lengthy 
article  in  Sitn.  Paullus  Quadr.  Bot.,  on  B.  officin. 
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Ackerman,  progr.  de  Antoniiis  Musa,  Alld.,  iy86. 
Dioskorides,  v.  ^4.  Dr.  F.  L,  Strumpf,  Arznei- 
7nittcllehre,  vol.  ii,  p.  p6.     Berlin  ;    1855. 

All  the  above  authors  recommend  betonica  of- 
ficinalis for  various  other  diseases,  but  principally 
in  those  diseases  which  I  have  named  in  this 
article,  and  these  are  the  only  diseases  in  which  I 
have  given  it  a  fair  trial  and  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa — Kava-Kava. 

By  R.  A.  French,  M.  D.,  Ypsilanti,  Mich. 

FROM  my  limited  experience  in  the  use  of  new 
remedies,  I  desire  to  report  a  few  cases  of 
interest  in  which  the  remedies  have  proved  an  en- 
tire success.  In  August,  1878,  Mrs.  B.,  age  51 
years,  consulted  me  fora  variety  of  ailments,  promi- 
nent among  which  were  an  enlarged  spleen  and 
liver,  with  chronic  inflammation,  which  had  existed 
many  years.  She  had  always  lived  in  this  malarial 
climate,  but  had  never  had  a  fully  developed  "ague 
chill ;"  yet  had  suffered  from  most  of  the  malarial 
symptoms.     Prescribed : 

Grindelia  squarrosa, 
Glycerine,  aa  |  ij. 

One  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

Aug.  30,  complained  of  languor.  Prescribed 
two  grains  of  quinine  three  times  a  day  in  addition 
to  the  above  for  a  few  days  only,  and  then  con- 
tinued as  before,  till  November,  when  she  was  en- 
tirely well,  and  for  the  first  time  in  years  was  able 
to  do  all  kinds  of  work  without  pain  through  the 
side.  This  is  a  case  where  almost  no  other  remedy 
was  used,  and  indicates  more  fully  its  specific  ac- 
tion, than  in  any  other  in  which  I  have  prescribed  it. 

Kava-kava  I  have  found  to  exert  a  most  satisfac- 
tory influence  over  suppurative  inflammation  of 
the  urinaiy  organs.  In  four  cases  of  cystitis  of 
variable  duration,  it  has  effected  a  cure  where  other 
remedies  failed.  In  one  case  of  two  years'  standing, 
where  there  was  a  discharge  of  blood,  and  pus  at 
times,  and  nearly  all  other  remedies  had  been  used, 
I  prescribed  a  blister  over  the  sacrum,  a  milk  diet 
and  barley  water  tea,  in  conjunction  with  fifteen 
drops  of  icava  four  times  a  day.  After  ten  days 
the  patient  felt  so  nearly  well  that  she  thought  fur- 
ther treatment  unnecessary,  but  I  recommended 
the  continued  use  of  the  kava  twice  a  day  until 
entirely  well. 

A  case  of  secondary  gonorrhceal  inflammation, 
now  under  treatment,  is  improving  rapidly  by  the 
use  of  the  following  prescription  : 

9.    Fl.  ext.  eucalyptus  globulus,  5jss. 
Fl.  ext.  kava-kava,    5  ss. 
Benzoic  acid,    3  jss. 
Borax  (pulv.),    3  iij. 

M.  S.  One  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 

Bland  drinks,  and  an  unstimulating  diet  used  at 
the  same  time. 

In  one  case  of  a  purely  bronchial  cough,  yerba 
santa  proved  an  entire  success  in  fifteen-drop  doses 
in  glycerine  three  times  a  day  ;  but  in  other  cases 
of  cough  arising  from  diseased  condition  of  the 
lung,  it  has  been  of  no  avail. 

Cascara  sagrada  as  a  laxative  is  generally  effi- 
cient in  from  one-half  to  one  teaspoonful  doses 
once  a  day;  but  it  is  necessary  to  continue  its  use 
in  obstinate  constipation,  and  is  not  so  palatable  as 
many  other  cathartics. 

Damiana. 

By  C.  G.  Polk,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

THE  views  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Woodward,  as  given  in 
the  May  number  of  the  New  Preparations, 
do  not  differ  materially  from  mine,  as  published  in  J 


the  Virgi7iia  Medical  Monthly  of  February  of 
this  year.  The  idea  that  this  agent  is  a  direct 
stimulant  of  erotic  desires  is  without  the  slightest 
basis.  In  several  cases  of  abnormal  sexual  appe- 
tite, it  has  acted  as  a  calmative,  relieving  the 
trouble  by  imparting  tone  and  vigor  to  the  sexual 
apparatus. 

In  my  "kephaline  pamphlet,"  published  last 
fall,  I  said,  "There  is  anotlier  condition  which 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  by  other  students 
of  the  organismal  relations  of  phosphorus.  It  is 
this  :  the  nerve  cell  frequently  becomes  exhausted, 
so  that  notwithstanding  the  blood  may  convey  to 
it,  sufficient  of  its  pabulum  for  nerve  nutrition,  it  is 
not  appropriated,  just  as  a  starved  stomach  be- 
comes incapable  of  digesting  food.  The  remedy 
for  this  trouble  is  damiana,  in  conjunction  with 
small  doses  of  phosphorus.  The  two  agents  act 
upon  the  nerve  cell,  as  quassia  and  Colombo  act 
upon  the  stomach,  and  thus  enable  it  to  assimilate 
its  animating  principle,  and  perform  its  multitudi- 
nous duties.  Frequently  have  I  employed  the  two 
agents  in  cases  in  which  the  phosphorous  com- 
pounds had  failed  to  be  of  advantage.  I  cannot 
recall  a  single  case  in  which  the  result  was  not  in  a 
high  degree  satisfactory ;  the  phosphorous  com- 
pounds were  assimilated,  and  fully  manifested  their 
physiological  action.  Damiana  is  one  of  the  most 
positive  nerve  tonics  in  the  reach  of  the  medical 
practitioner.  In  my  treatise  "Tuberculosis  and 
Scrofulosis,  Causations,  Lesions  and  Therapeutics," 
I  said  "  damiana  immediately  and  directly  im- 
presses the  nerve  centres  which  preside  over  re- 
spiration and  nutrition.  It  imparts  to  them  a  very 
permanent  tone  and  vigor.  While  slow  in  the  re- 
sult, not  manifesting  for  a  week  or  more  any  bene- 
fit, it  seldom  fails  within  a  month  in  displaying  the 
most  positive  and  unequivocal  advantage.  As  a 
remedy  in  tuberculosis,  I  am  sure  it  is  entitled  to 
an  important  place.  If  not  equal  to  cod-liver  oil, 
quinia,  laboratory-made  hypophosphites,  animal 
hypophosphites,  and  vegetable  phosphates  in  its 
aggregate  value,  in  a  considerable  number  of 
cases,  it,  by  its  invigorating  influence  upon  the  nerve 
cells,  enables  the  organism  to  assimilate  and  coor- 
dinate these  remedies  to  its  various  wants  and  pur- 
poses." 

My  experience  with  it  as  a  sexual  tonic  is  well 
known.  All  I  have  said  in  its  favor  is  here  reiter- 
ated, but  so  many  others  have  had  a  similar  expe- 
rience that  there  can  no  longer  be  any  doubt  but 
that  it  is  the  best  tonic  and  remedy  for  sexual  de- 
bility now  known. 


Chionanthus   Virginica. 

By  John  A.  Henning,  Red  Key,  Ind. 

THIS  shrub,  or  small  tree,  grows  from  eight  to 
fifteen  feet  high,  and  being  a  very  beautiful, 
ornamental  plant,  is  in  some  places  cultivated  in 
gardens.  It  grows  from  Pennsylvania  to  Tennessee, 
on  river  banks,  and  in  some  places  very  plentifully. 
In  May  and  June  it  presents  snow-white  flowers. 
It  is  more  known  by  the  common  names  of  "  Fringe 
Tree,"  "  Poison  Ash,"  and  "  Old  Man's  Beard." 

Medical  properties  and  uses :  Our  dispensatory 
says  that  it  is  aperient,  alterative  and  diuretic, 
with  some  narcotic  properties. 

Having  used  the  fluid  extract  of  this  remedy 
very  extensively  during  the  past  year,  I  wish  to  give 
my  observation  and  experience  of  this  remedy  for 
the  benefit  of  others. 

In  functional  jaundice  it  is  nearly  a  specific, 
given  in  doses  of  the  fluid  extract  of  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  drops,  every  three  to  six  hours,  as  it  may 
be  indicated  in  the  case.     I  have  often  tried  it  in 
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this  disease,  and  find  that  it  acts  as  a  mild  aperi- 
ent and  diuretic,  and  especially  as  a  diaphoretic, 
not  to  sensible  perspiration,  but  increases  the  flow 
of  insensible  perspiration,  and  thus  in  a  reasonable 
time,  changes  the  skin  from  a  dirty  yellow  to  the 
clear  and  clean  skin,  so  much  desired  by  the  phy- 
sician. 

It  has  a  special  affinity  for  the  liver,  stimulating 
that  organ  to  a  healthy  action,  increasing  the  flow 
of  bile,  and  is  thus  an  excellent  remedy  in  torpor 
of  that  organ,  arousing  it  to  action  very  efficiently 
and  gently,  without  interfering  with  other  secre- 
tions, and  is  eliminated  through  the  skin  and  kid- 
neys. 

I  can  heartily  recommend  this  remedy  in  jaun- 
dice and  torpid  liver,  as  being  very  prompt  in  its 
action,  reliable  and  safe.  Of  course  such  other 
remedies  must  be  given  as  may  be  indicated,  espe- 
cially where  the  bowels  are  very  torpid,  and  urine 
somewhat  suppressed  ;  but  let  this  fluid  extract  be 
given  as  the  leading  remedy,  and  the  result  will 
always  be  satisfactory.  I  have  used  it  in  a  sufficient 
number  of  cases  in  the  above  form  of  disease  to 
enable  me  to  rely  on  it  in  my  practice. 


Veratrum  Viride. 

By  L.  J.  Collins,  M.  D.,  Bay  Village,  Ark. 

I  NOTICE  in  the  April  and  May  numbers  of 
New  Preparations  several  articles  upon  the 
above  named  drug,  and  like  men's  views  upon  al- 
most all  questions,  the  gentlemen  seem  to  differ  in 
regard  to  the  dose  of  verat.  vir.  The  question  with 
me  is,  has  verat.  vir.  or  any  other  drug  a  stan- 
dard or  authorized  (intelligibly)  dose ;  is  not  the 
dose  of  that  as  of  others,  relative  }  The  great  ques- 
tion should  be  not  only  with  veratrum  viride,  but 
with  all  drugs,  not  what  is  the  dose,  but  what  is  its 
physiological  action  }  This  known,  the  physician 
who  has  properly  applied  himself  can  administer 
his  remedies  intelligently  ;  he  knows  not  only  what 
to  give,  but  when  it  is  given  what  to  expect  from 
it.     Now,  in  regard  to  this  question  as  to  dose,  I 


must  side  with  Dr.  Hagadorn,  not  because  of  his 
heroism,  but  because  my  experience  with  the  rem- 
edy coincides  with  his.  Then,  too,  if  we  are  to  fol- 
low the  advice  of  Dr.  Lawrence,  rational  physicians 
might  as  well  suffer  themselves  to  be  called  "  in- 
finitesimals," for  surely  there  is  as  much  sense  in 
yoking  ourselves  to  specified  small  doses  as  to 
specified  large  or  medium  doses.  The  symptoms 
of  the  case  and  the  physiological  action  of  a  drug 
must  determine  the  dose  of  that  drug.  Had  the 
profession  permitted  themselves  to  have  been  thus 
confined  to  the  authorized  dose,  where  would 
have  been  now  the,  to  most  of  us,  sheet  anchor 
in  neurotic  affections,  the  bromide  of  potassium  ; 
the  dose  which  we  are  now  accustomed  to 
administer  is  not  the  dose  at  first  authorized,  but 
it  is  what  at  first  was  declared  sufficient  to  produce 
its,  not  therapeutic,  but  toxic  effects.  Let  each 
physician  depend  a  little  more  upon  the  first  per- 
sonal pronoun,  and  not  altogether  upon  the  third. 

Berberis  Aquifolium. 

By  J.  H.  McIntvre,  M.  D.,  Richmond,  Ind. 

T  N  looking  over  the  June  number  of  New  Pre- 
1  PARATIONS,  I  noticed  with  much  interest  an 
article  from  the  pen  of  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,  Detroit, 
Mich.,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  berberis  aquifolium 
in  cutaneous  and  syphilitic  diseases.  As  Dr.  R.'s 
experience  with  this  remedy  tallies  so  closely  with 
my  own,  I  cannot  forbear  adding  my  testimony 
to  the  efficacy  of  the  drug  in  the  treatment  of  the 
above  named  diseases.  Particularly  would  I  call 
attention  to  its  reliability  for  cure  in  secondary 
syphilis.  Cases  which  I  now  call  to  mind  makmg 
unsatisfactory  improvement  under  the  use  of  potass, 
iod.,  hydrarg.  biniod.,  hydrarg.  prot.  iod.,  and_  for 
weeks  took  in  large  doses  the  "syop  Gibert "  as 
used  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Philadelphia, 
by  Dr.  F.  F.  Maury,  made  such  decided  and  marked 
improvement  under  the  use  of  berberis  aquifolium 
as  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  as  to  its  reliability 
and  efficacy. 


Correspondence. 


Yerba  Reuma. 

In  the  May  number  of  your  valuable  journal,  I 
saw  an  article  from  Dr.  Weinstein,  of  Indiana,  upon 
the  treatment  of  herpes  zoster  by  the  fluid  extract 
of  yerba  reuma.  I  have  had  within  the  past  two 
weeks  several  cases  of  herpes,  in  which  I  used  the 
fluid  extract  of  yerba  reuma  as  a  local  application, 
in  the  full  strength.  Found  it  to  act  admirably, 
and  I  would  commend  it  to  the  profession  as  the 
local  application  in  herpes  zoster. 

J.  HELMICK,  M.  D. 

Harrisburg,  O.,  June  26,  1879. 

Ustilago  Maidis. 

I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  test  this  drug 
as  an  oxytoxic  since  I  received  it  from  you,  but  I 
have  used  it  with  great  success  in  another  way.  I 
find  it  very  useful  in  delayed  menstruation  prepared 
in  this  manner  :  On  a  glass  slab  I  make  an  even 
layer  of  sugar  of  milk  about  four  lines  in  thickness. 
This  I  saturate  with  the  fluid  extract  of  ustilago, 
let  it  stand  until  dry,  and  then  make  it  up  into  one- 
grain  powders.  Of  these  I  give  three  or  four  a 
day.  I  have  used  it  in  a  number  of  cases  with  uni- 
form and  immediate  success,  the  delayed  flow 
coming  on  naturally  and  without  pain.  It  has  not 
failed  in  a  single  case  as  yet. 

GEO.  WM.  WINTERBURN,  M.  D., 

229  West  22d  St.,  New  York. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  give  cascara  sagrada  to 
quite  a  number  of  females,  and  in  every  case  when 
taken  during  menstruation,  the  flow  was  increased 
and  prolonged  even  to  prostration.  I  have  also 
observed  that  in  both  male  and  female,  if  given  in 
large  doses— such  as  would  produce  an  excess  of 
three  stools  per  day,  that  giddiness  and  prostration 
are  produced.  These  symptoms  pass  off  on  stop- 
ping the  medicine.  I  have  obtained  the  best  results 
from  doses  that  would  just  produce  a  laxative 
effect,  taken  immediately  after  eating.  The  reports 
in  your  journal  regarding  this  medicine  are  not  a 
bit  overdrawn— in  fact  they  are  not  complete;  the 
future  will  prove  that  this  drug  has  a  wider  range 
of  action  than  is  now  claimed  tor  it.  I  know  from 
experience;  let  every  physician  try  for  himself, 
then  he  will  know.     Respectfully,  etc., 

E.  HENDERSON,  M.  D. 

Portland,  Or.,  May  29,  1879. 


Fucus  Vesiculosus,  Etc. 

I  have  treated  forty-three  cases  of  obesity  with 
fucus  vesiculosus,  juniperi  fructus  and  juglans 
cinera,  with  the  following  results  :  Nineteen  have 
been  reduced  from  an  average  weight  of  249J54 
pounds  to  an  average  of  153M  pounds,  fourteen 
have  shown  marked   improvement,  while   of  the 


July,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


167 


remainder,  four  cases  examined  show  only  a  slight 
loss  of  adipose,  about  lyi  per  cent,  in  an  average 
of  29  days'  treatment.  Of  other  cases  no  im- 
provement has  been  observed.  I  deem  it  proper 
that  I  should  state  that  seven  of  the  nineteen  of 
the  first  mentioned  were  treated  with  a  sample  of 
fucus  vesiculosus  that  I  obtained  from  a  New  York 
house,  and  after  using  it  for  some  time  with  no 
apparent  success,  I  substituted  a  sample  sent  me 
by  my  friend,  Dr.  Randall,  of  Illinois,  that  was  ob- 
tained from  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit,  when  a 
decided  reduction  in  fat  was  observed  at  once. 

I.  H.  LOWE,  M.  D. 
Thurman,  Mo.,  May  24,  1879. 


Constipation  Pill. 

Mr.  Editor — I  have  used  the  following  for- 
mula in  my  practice  for  several  months  with 
marked  success  in  constipation  and  as  a  general 
laxative  and  cathartic.  Thinking  that  the  publi- 
cation of  the  formula  in  your  valuable  journal 
might  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  many  read- 
ers, I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  approaching  you 
on  the  subject : 

$.    Podophyllin,  one-fourth  grain. 
Ext.  colocynth,  one-fourth  grain. 
Ext.  butternut,  one-half  grain. 
Po.  apocynum  can.,  one-half  grain. 
Ext.  nux  vomica,  one-eighth  grain. 
Ext.  hyosciamus,  one-eighth  grain. 
Euonymin,  one-fourth  grain. 

Make  one  pill. 

I  usually  prescribe  from  one  to  three  pills,  as  oc- 
casion requires,  but  two  pills  will  usually  produce 
a  mild  operation. 

I.  J.  M.  GOSS,  M.  D. 

Marietta,  Ga.,  June  23,  1879. 


New  Remedies. 

A  copy  of  your  journal  is  before  me,  and  having 
hastily  glanced  over  the  contents,  I  am  favorably 
impressed  with  same.  I  have  long  been  aware  of 
the  great  need  of  some  medium  through  which  the 
active  members  of  the  profession  throughout  the 
country  could  communicate  to  all  concerned,  their 
observations  and  experiences,  for  while  it  is  true 
that  we  have  many  valuable  periodicals,  general 
and  special,  it  is  equally  true  that  many  of  them 
have  ever  been  published  in  special  personal  and 
local  interests ;  hence,  to  my  mind,  their  sphere  of 
usefulness  has  been  circumscribed.  I  conclude 
that,  what  we  want  in  medicine  (as  in  every  other 
station  in  life)  is  men  who,  "  knowing  the  right, 
dare  assert  it."  I  like  and  admire  the  ingenuous 
maxim  of  the  celebrated  Baglivi :  "  I  am,"  said  he, 
"  neither  for  the  ancients  nor  for  the  moderns,  but 
shall  be  for  every  age  and  nation."  This  candid 
and  philosophical  declaration  should  be  our  motto : 
"  Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that  which  is  good." 
I  cannot  see  without  regret,  the  constant  opposition 
which  everything  new  encounters  from  some  indi- 
viduals who  can  read  the  past  only,  but  will  not 
admit,  or  cannot  understand,  the  improvements  of 
the  present. 

I  am  using  some  of  the  "  new  remedies,  introduced 
through  your  columns.  I  have  not  had  sufficient 
experience  with  them  yet  to  enable  me  to  pronounce 
upon  any  one  of  them,  and  I  may  here  say  that  I 
am  very  careful  (and  think  all  physicians  should 
be)  how  I  speak  and  write  in  regard  to  the  proper- 
ties and  curative  powers  of  medicines..  I  may, 
however,  venture  to  say  that  so  far,  I  am  well 
pleased  with  the  action  of  several  of  the  prepara- 
tions referred  to,  and  when  my  experience  will 
justify  the  same,  I  will  write  more  explicitly  of 
them.     They  are,  as  well  as  all  the  preparations  of 


Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  that  I  have  seen,  care- 
fully and  neatly  prepared,  and  put  up.  Yours 
obediently,  M.  W.  C.  FRAZIER,  M.  D. 

TiLDEN,  Texas,  June  14,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada  and  Berberis  Aquifolium. 

Having  used  for  a  few  months  several  of  the  re- 
cent additions  to  our  materia  medica,  I  have  to  say 
a  word  in  favor  of  some  of  them. 

Of  cascara  sagrada  my  opinion  is  that  it  is  the 
best  remedy  I  ever  used  for  constipation.  I  have 
used  it  in  about  one  hundred  cases  of  constipa- 
tion, with  invariably  good  results.  What  I  wish 
to  note  particularly  is  in  the  constipation  attendant 
upon  cancer  of  the  stomach.  I  have  prescribed 
for  two  of  these  cases.  One  of  them  has  been  un- 
der my  observation  nearly  a  year,  and  the  cascara 
acts  like  a  charm  in  relieving  the  bowels.  Has 
had  two  severe  attacks  of  hemorrhage  lately,  and 
probably  will  not  last  much  longer. 

The  other  case  I  merely  prescribed  for,  and  do 
not  know  subsequent  history.  I  prescribed  cascara 
in  the  first  place  out  of  desperation,  as  nothing  I 
gave  appeared  to  relieve,  and  obtained  such  good 
results  as  to  use  it  again,  but  have  not  heard  from 
the  second  case. 

I  have  used  berberis  aquifolium  in  a  few  cases  of 
psoriasis  (5),  and  with  good  results  except  in  one, 
and  that  has  been  under  treatment  but  two  weeks, 
and  is  an  old-standing  and  obstinate  case.  Has 
had  a  number  of  physicians,  and  probably  as 
many  remedies. 

This  case,  after  taking  twenty  minims  of  ber- 
beris, had  considerable  buzzing  in  the  ears,  similar 
to  that  caused  by  quinine,  continuing  for  about 
three  hours.  He  also  had  a  considerable  coryza 
and  injection  of  conjunctivae,  passing  off  in  ten 
hours,  from  five  grains  of  iodide  of  potash.  Now 
I  have  used  drachm-doses  of  berberis  without 
buzzing,  and  have  given  twenty  grains  of  iodide  of 
potash  every  four  hours  without  coryza.  I  think 
the  case  is  peculiar,  on  account  of  its  having  an 
idiosyncrasy  for  both  remedies. 

I  am  prescribing  berberis  as  a  tonic  and  altera- 
tive in  some  cases  of  general  debility.  It  is  a  good 
tonic. 

I  am  also  using  grindelia  robusta,  kava-kava, 
etc.     Will  give  results  at  some  future  time. 

Respectfully,  etc.,         O.  S.  WRIGHT,  M.  D. 

Bradford,  Pa.,  June  21,  1879. 


Editor  New  Preparations — In  your  notice 
of  the  transactions  of  the  State  Eclectic  Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Society  of  Michigan  for  the 
year  1878,  in  the  June  number  of  your  valued 
journal,  you  say,  after  giving  the  active  mem- 
bership correctly,  as  shown  by  the  transactions, 
"  we  had  supposed  that  eclecticism  had  a  larger 
following  in  Michigan,  and  must  confess  to  a 
disappointment."  Now,  the  eclectics  of  Mich- 
igan, like  every  other  respectable  body,  court  fair 
criticism  and  deprecate  any  other,  and  while  we 
would  not  accuse  the  writer  of  the  above  with 
willful  unfairness,  we  must  insist  that  the  state- 
ment as  it  stands  will  tend  to  mislead  the  reader 
as  to  the  relative  strength  of  eclecticism  in  Mich- 
igan, and  must  confess  that  we  are  surprised  that 
one  who  must  know  the  history  of  medical  socie- 
ties in  this  State  so  well  as  he,  should  express  such 
disappointment.  Had  it  been  stated  in  the  same 
connection  that  the  Detroit  meeting  was  the  second 
annual  meeting  of  the  society,  we  would  have 
been  satisfied,  for  then  few  would  have  shared  the 
disappointment  of  the  writer,  and  if  the  reader  had 
been  acquainted  with   the   early  history  of  other 
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State  medical  societies  he  would  rather  have  been 
surprised  that  so  many  had  been  enrolled. 

The  State  Medical  Society  (allopathic)  was  or- 
ganized in  1866.  We  have  not  the  early  records 
of  that  society  at  our  command,  but  find  from  the 
earliest  we  have  that  five  years  after  its  organiza- 
tion only  35  of  the  members  of  1866  and  14  of 
those  of  1867,  making  49  for  the  two  years,  were  on 
the  roll.  Admitting  that  some  of  the  members  of 
those  years  may  have  been  dropped,  we  think  that 
41  members  for  the  first,  and  nine  more  for  the 
second  year,  making  50  in  two  years,  is  not  a  bad 
showing  for  eclecticism  in  comparison.  Then, 
when  it  is  known  that  the  new  society  was  or- 
ganized during  the  existence  and  in  the  face  of 
the  bitter  opposition  of  the  old  State  Eclectic  Med- 
ical   Association,  the  reader  will   understand   us 


when  we  say  that  its  following  has  been  all  that  its 
friends  could  have  expected. 

One  more  point  we  would  notice.  You  say, 
"  The  transactions  also  show  that,  as  in  homeo- 
pathy so  in  eclecticism,  the  practice  bears  no  rela- 
tion to  the  theory,  and  mineral  agents  seem  to  be 
considered  as  valuable  as  those  purely  vegetable." 

To  this  we  would  simply  say  that  while  eclecti- 
cism was  evolved  largely  from  the  old  botanic 
practice,  it  never,  since  the  name  eclectic  was 
adopted,  has  been  purely  a  "  rute  and  yarb  "  prac- 
tice, and  that  Michigan  eclecticism,  as  defined  in 
the  platform  of  the  State  society  in  question,  is 
Just  what  the  term  implies  in  its  broadest,  purest 
sense, 

H.  S.  McMASTER,  M.  D. 

DowAGIAC,  Mich.,  June  30,  1879. 
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DETROIT,  MICH.,  JULY  15TH,  1879. 


GEO.  S.  DAVIS,  Publisher. 


Editorial. 


Commencement  at  the  Michigan  Uni- 
>P  versity. 

yVXHE  June  commencement  of  the  Medical  De- 
"^"foJI^  partrnent  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
^  under  the  new  arrangement,  was  held  at 
^"  University  Hall,  on  the  26th  ult.,  when 
the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  received  the 
degrees  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Presi- 
dent, Hon.  James  B.  Angell,  LL.  D. : 

G.  P.  Allen,  Mrs.  L.  Allen,  E.  J.  Ashmore,  F.  L. 
Bardeen,  J.  A.  Bean,  J.  M.  Bell,  F.  E.  Bortree, 
Miss  M.  L.  Briggs,  J.  Campbell,  L.  Z.  Coman,  H.  E. 
Combacker,  H.  J.  Cordier,  J.T.  Davis,  Miss  H.  E. 
Dean,  L.  C.  Dexter,  C.  J.  Eberle,  M.  H.  Ellis,  F.  A. 
Foster,  P.  J.  Fullerton,  D.  Geib,  W.  Gillett,  C.  D. 
Goodrich,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Hall,  E.  E.  Hamilton,  G.  W. 
Harris,  A.  B.  Herrick,  W.  Holt,  L.  H.  Hulburd, 
E.  S.  Johnson,  J.  Jones,  D.  A.  Joy,  P.  H.  Keefe, 
M.  W.  Kelley,  W.  H.  Keys,  G.  W.  King,  E.  H. 
Kirk,  E.  W.  Lamoreaux,  E.  M.  Lindley,  G.  A. 
Manting,  H.  M.  Martin,  J.  C.  McCormick,  A.  F. 
McLeod,  G.  A.  Munshaw,  Miss  V.  C.  Murdoch, 
A.  R.  Nicholson,  H.  C.  Paddock,  J.  H.  Patton, 
L.  H.  Recher,  W.  E.  Roe,  Miss  M.  A.  Sanford,  A. 
Sherman,  A.  W.  Sifton,  Miss  M.  Slade,  A.  M. 
Stark,  A.  H.  Stewart,  G.  W.  Stockton,  M.  Taylor, 
T.  E.  Taylor,  F.  C.  Terrill,  A.  J.  Thomson,  Miss 
J.  E.  Turner,  K.  Von  Ruck,  D.  Warren,  E.  K. 
Watts,  Miss  E.  F.  Wells,  B.  Whelan,  Wm.  D.  Van 
Velsor,  Sydney  M.  Mitchell.     Total,  64. 

This  class  had  completed  two  courses  of  nine 
months  each,  and  showed  a  marked  improvement 
over  their  predecessors  that  had  had  only  twelve 
months'  instruction.  There  remain  only  two  neces- 
sities to  make  a  first-class  educated  physician  in 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  University.  The 
first  is  already  provided  for,  to  take  effect  in  the 
session  of  1880-81,  viz.,  the  graded  course  of  nine 
months  for  three  years;  the  second,  a  higher 
grade  of  preliminary  education.  This  should  be 
demanded  upon  entrance,  and  the  board  of  medi- 
cal examiners  have  expressed  to  the  Regents 
what  they  consider  the  lowest  standard  that 
should  be  required,  and  have  asked  that  it  be 
published  in  the  new  announcement,  so  that  the 
young  men  upon  final  examination  for  their  de- 
grees may  not  be  plucked  for  lack  of  the  first 
elements  of  an  English  education  and  such  a 
knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek  as  to  enable  them 
to  readily  read  the  Latin  and  Greek  readers. 

The  truth  is,  it  is  the  medical  schools  them- 
selves that  keep  the  bars  down.     The  profession 


demands,  and  the  students  are  ready,  if  required, 
to  present  higher  qualifications,  and  there  would 
be  as  many  of  them  as  under  the  present  low 
grade.  The  College  Association  was  heralded  in 
as  the  agent  for  advanced  education.  Their 
records  show  that  advancement  in  fees  is  the 
summum  donum  oi  iheir  eHorts.  Themselves  first 
and  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medical  edu- 
cation second. 

The  medical  journals  must  take  the  initiative. 
They  are  the  natural  aides-de-camp  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  by  constantly  keeping  the  question  open 
before  them  will  in  time  bring  about  the  desired 
reformation. 

Harvard  first.  The  Medical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Pennsvlvania,  beginning  with  the 
session  of  1880-81,  will,  unless  the  applicant  be  a 
graduate  in  the  art,  require  him  to  pass  a  prelim- 
inary examination.  Shall  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  be  the  third  ? 


Note  on  Dialyzed  Iron. 

OUR  design  in  presenting  the  subjoined  mem 
oranda,  is  to  call  attention  to  some  relations 
and  features  of  dialyzed  iron,  which  are  of  practi- 
cal value  and  interest  in  a  therapeutic  sense. 

This  preparation  has  not,  as  yet,  received  the 
recognition  that  it  deserves  as  a  styptic  and  ex- 
ternal stimulating  application.  When  combined 
with  carbolic  acid  in  the  proportion  of  two  drachms 
of  the  latter  to  a  pint  of  the  solution,  the  antisep- 
tic properties  of  phenol  greatly  enlarge  its  sphere 
of  usefulness  and  supplement  its  tonic  and  healing 
influence. 

As  an  antidote  to  arsenic  it  is  always  ready  for 
use,  and  may  be  given  freely,  diluted  with  an  equal 
volume  of  water,  to  which  one-thirtieth  part  of  offi- 
cinal aqua  ammonia  has  been  added.  In  absence 
of  ammonia  the  carbonate  or  bicarbonate  of  sodium 
may  be  used  in  the  same  proportion.  Even  chalk 
has  been  found  to  answer  the  purpose.  Should 
neither  of  these  be  obtainable  at  the  moment,  sub- 
stitute common  salt  in  about  double  the  quantity. 
The  object  of  these  additions  is  to  precipitate  the 
oxide  or  oxychloride  of  iron  from  the  liquid,  which 
may  then  unite  with  the  arsenic  and  remove  it  from 
solution. 

In  chemical  composition  dialyzed  iron  of  com- 
merce varies  greatly  according  to  the  method  of 
manufacture  and  care  used  in  its  preparation. 
Different  samples  vary  between  limits  expressed  by 
the  proportions  Fe.g  Cl.g,  11  Fe.g  Qj  and  Fe.a  Cl.g, 
30  Fe.2  O3. 

We  should  recommend  the  latter  as  the  standard, 
as  it  furnishes  a  sufficiently  basic  preparation 
without  sacrificing  the  necessary  requirement  of 
stability. 

We  append  a  table  showing  the  equivalent  value 
of  other  ferric  preparations,  as  compared  with 
dialyzed  iron,  expressed  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  metal  contained  in  them  respectively : 
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One  part  each 

Crystallized  sulphate  iron,    . 
Exsiccated  "  "     . 

Reduced  iron, 

Solution  acetate  iron, 
Ammonio  citrate  iron. 
Carbonate  iron  (ferric),     . 
Carbonate  iron  saccharated  (ferrous), 
Ammonio  chloride  iron,     . 


is  represented  by  parts 
solution  dialyzed  iron. 

5 

10 
.       16 
.         .        .  i^ 
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The  Eclectic  School  in  Medicine. 

PERHAPS  the  majority  of  our  readers  will 
demand  of  us  some  explanation  for  publish- 
ing the  reports  of  recent  meetings  of  eclectic  med- 
ical bodies,  state  and  national,  as  they  appear  in 
our  present  number.  It  is  not  by  any  means  in  a 
spirit  of  apology  that  we  refer  to  this  matter,  and 
yet  we  feel  that  the  position  which  New  Prepa- 
rations seeks  to  maintain  on  the  question  of 
therapeutics,  more  particularly,  calls  for  a  few 
words  on  the  subject.  We  trust  that  we  are  not 
so  bigoted  as  to  be  blind  to  the  good  that  is  patent 
in  any  system,  howmuchsoever  that  system  may, 
as  a  whole,  be  contrary  to  that  to  which  we  adhere. 
We  are  not  so  egotistic  as  to  maintain  that  preju- 
dice has  no  place  in  our  mental  make-up,  but  it  is 
our  aim,  as  honestly  as  we  may,  in  the  field  which 
we  especially  cultivate,  to  allow  no  preconceived 
opinions  to  interfere  with  our  selection  from  what- 
ever source  it  may  come,  the  new  and  the  useful. 
We  aim,  ourselves,  to  be  "  eclectic  "  in  the  broadest, 
and  in  the  true  etymological  meaning  of  the  word. 
If,  for  instance,  should  we  believe  that  the  effects 
of  mercury  are  injurious,  and  that  as  a  cholagogue 
podophyllin  is  a  superior  drug,  it  is  our  privilege  to 
avoid  mercury  entirely  and  to  administer  podo- 
phyllin. But  because  we  do  this  we  are  not  a 
dogmatist,  and  neither  is  our  standing  as  a  regular 
practitioner  at  all  impaired ;  and  because  we  may 
think  that  small  doses  are  more  effective  than 
large  doses,  we  are  not  a  homoeopathist. 

We  recognize  the  fact  that  the  school  of  practi- 
tioners who  (incorrectly,  we  believe)  style  them- 
selves eclectics,  have  contributed  a  number  of 
valuable  articles  to  our  materia  medica,  and  we 
are  willing  to  accept  what  they  have  done  as  an 
earnest  of  what  they  may  yet  do.  We  recognize 
them  as  co-workers  in  the  same  field  in  which  we 
ourselves  labor,  and  the  only  possible  objection  we 
have  to  them  is  that  they  set  themselves  up  as 
dogmatists,  and  either  allow,  or  wink  at,  practices 
which  we  believe  are  inconsistent  with  those  of  a 
learned  and  dignified  profession,  these  practices 
not  necessarily  pertaining  to  the  science  of  thera- 
peutics. Indeed,  as  far  as  their  practice  is  con- 
cerned, and  aside  from  their  theories,  we  (in  our 
ignorance,  probably)  fail  to  discover  any  valid 
reason  why  we  might  not  consult  with  them  at  the 
bedside.  As  we  remarked  in  our  last  number,  in 
noticing  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  their  State 
]\^edical  Society,  their  practice  bears  but  a  slight 
relation  to  their  theories.  We  had  supposed  that 
they  were  herbalists,  pure  and  simple,  but  a  refer- 
ence  to    Dr.   McMaster's   communication  in    our 


present  number  removes  this  idea.  What,  then, 
is  an  "  eclectic  }"  A  certain  few,  forming  a  clique 
in  Cincinnati,  have  for  a  number  of  years  been  en- 
deavoring to  commit  the  National  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Association  to  the  vagary  of  "specific  medica- 
tion ;"  but  they  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  doing 
so.  And  the  fact  that  they  thus  seek  to  make  the 
association  a  tool  whereby  to  further  their  own 
selfish  and  mercenary  ends  is  capable  of  conclu- 
sive proof,  which  we  are  prepared  to  give.  "  Spe- 
cific medication  "  is  not  a  plank  in  the  eclectic 
platform.  We  should  be  pleased  to  know,  there- 
fore, wherein  eclecticism  per  se  differs  from  the 
regular  school  of  medicine  ?  We  know,  of  course, 
a  number  of  reasons  why  it  would  be  unethical 
for  us,  as  an  adherent  of  the  code  of  ethics  to 
which  we  have  subscribed,  to  consult  with  a  so- 
called  eclectic,  but  these  reasons  are  strictly  ethi- 
cal, and  are  not  based  on  what  we  understand 
to  be  the  practice  of  the  eclectic  practitioner. 

As  an  outsider  we  could  volunteer  a  few  sugges- 
tions to  our  eclectic  brethren  which,  properly 
heeded,  would  remove  many  of  the  objections 
which  exist  to  a  perfect  harmony  and  oneness  of 
their  school  with  ours.  One  of  these  suggestions 
would  be  for  the  eclectics  to  cut  themselves  loose 
from  the  influence  of  the  Cincinnati  clique  referred 
to.  It  is  discreditable  to  a  body  of  educated  and 
intelligent  men  that  they  should  suffer  themselves 
to  be  dominated  by  a  few  self-constituted  cham- 
pions whose  aim  is  to  manipulate  the  association 
to  the  bringing  of  grist  into  the  Cincinnati  mill. 
The  expose,  which  this  clique  has  received  by  gen- 
tlemen whose  standing  as  eclectics  is  unimpeach- 
able, should  be  sufficient  to  cause  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association  to  inquire  into  the 
honesty  of  its  purpose.  Such  an  inquiry  would 
result  in  a  material  change  in  the  workings  of  the 
association. 

The  action  of  the  association  in  expelling  the 
member  who  flagrantly  violated  the  rules  of  pro- 
fessional propriety  in  his  manner  of  advertising, 
was  one  which  will  commend  the  association  to  the 
respect  of  the  community.  But  consistency  is  a 
jewel  which  the  association  must  regard  if  it  would 
continue  to  merit  the  respect  which  its  recent  ac- 
tion has  won  for  it.  Dr.  Filkins  no  more  flagrantly 
violated  the  principles  of  professional  and  gentle- 
manly propriety  than  do  members  who  stand  high  in 
the  councils  of  the  association.  We  could  place  our 
hand  on  shining  stars  in  the  eclectic  firmament 
who  are  more,  if  possible,  glaringly  culpable  of  the 
very  thing  for  which  Dr.  Filkins  was  expelled  than 
was  Dr.  Filkins  himself.  Now  that  the  association 
has  commenced  to  use  the  pruning  knife,  let  its  use 
be  continued  even  to  the  cutting  off  of  large  and 
plausibly  appearing  branches.  With  the  expulsion 
of  a  number  of  its  blatant,  though  smooth-toned, 
self-constituted  champions,  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association  will  advance  itself  in  the  ap- 
preciation of  honorable  and  fair-minded  men.  Hav- 
ing detected  the  mote  in  the  eye  of  one  member 
let  it  not  pass  unobserved  the  beam  which  exists 
in  the  eyes  of  a  number  of  others. 
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Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  State  of  Michigan  relating  to  the 
registry  and  return  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
for  the  year  1873.  By  Authority.  Lansing,  Mich- 
igan, W.  S.  George  &  Co.,  State  Printers  and 
Binders,  1879,  from  the  Secretary. 

We  learn  from  this  the  number  of  births  returned 
as  having  occurred  in  Michigan  in  1873  was  34,608, 
the  number  of  marriages  returned  as  having  been 
solemnized  in  Michigan  in  1873  was  10,574,  and 
the  number  of  deaths  in  1873  was  14,258.  Of 
course  these  returns  are  not  perfect,  but  each  year 
shows  an  improvement  on  its  predecessor.  We 
quote  entire  the  explanation  of  the  secretary  why 
the  statistics  of  1873  are  so  much  delayed,  and  we 
trust  in  the  interest  of  science  he  may  be  able  to 
come  to  time  better  in  the  future.  This  is  a  vol- 
ume of  348  pages,  with  a  full  alphabetical  index, 
and  from  the  number  of  tables  must  have  taken  an 
immense  deal  of  time  and  patience  in  its  prepara- 
tion : 

"  It  seems  proper  to  state  in  explanation  of  the 
delay  in  the  publication  of  this  volume,  that  at  the 
time  the  State  Board  of  Health  was  established, 
the  publication  of  the  vital  statistics  was  somewhat 
delayed,  because  of  much  statistical  work  by  the 
compiler,  in  the  State  department,  chiefly  for  the 
volume  of  "Statistics  of  Michigan,  1870,"  a  vol- 
ume of  over  eight  hundred  pages,  compiled  from 
data  supplied  by  the  U.  S.  census,  1870.  The  law 
establishing  the  State  Board  of  Health  provides 
that  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
shall  be  the  superintendent  of  vital  statistics ;  and 
it  seems  proper  to  unite  the  two  lines  of  evidence, 
concerning  deaths  in  the  vital  statistics  and  con- 
cerning diseases  in  the  work  of  the  board  ;  but  the 
work  of  beginning  the  original  researches,  in  seve- 
ral directions,  which  have  been  started  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  has  been  very  great,  and  after  per- 
forming the  duties  which  each  day  has  brought,  the 
secretary  has  not  found  so  much  time  left  which 
he  could  devote  to  the  vital  statistics  as  he  had 
hoped.  It  seems  to  be  a  rule  that  in  new  under- 
takings the  requirements  generally  prove  greater 
than  was  anticipated,  and  the  experience  which 
the  secretary  has  had  in  his  part  of  the  work  inaug- 
urated by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  has  not  been 
an  exception  to  this  rule.  Now  that  the  work  of 
the  Board  is  so  well  started  and  systematized,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  bringing  of  the  publication  of  the 
vital  statistics  up  near  the  time  of  collection  may 
be  accomplished  without  sacrificing  the  main  ob- 
ject of  their  collection  which  the  law  indicates  is 
the  making  of  them  "of  practical  utility."  So 
far  as  relates  to  the  statistics  of  deaths,  the  aim 
has  been  to  utilize  the  facts  collected  in  systematic 
studies  and  investigations  into  the  causes  of  deaths, 
from  each  of  the  prominent  diseases  named  in  the 
returns  of  deaths.  This  has  seemed  to  the  com- 
piler to  be  the  main  object  of  the  collection  of 
these  statistics — to  be  the  reason  of  their  existence. 
To  throw  the  facts  into  tables  such  as  have  been 
formed  of  such  statistics  from  the  first  attempts  at 
their  collection  is  comparatively  an  easy  task,  but 
with  such  tables  no  very  valuable  results  can  be 
reached.  It  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  work  to  so 
plan  tables,  exhibits,  diagrams  and  statements  of 
results  of  research  by  means  of  vast  numbers  of 
facts,  relating  to  decedents,  deaths,  and  coincident 
contlitions,  as  that  something  important  shall  be 
learned  concerning  the  causes  of  diseases  or  of 
deaths.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  even  in  the 
comparatively  few  years,  during  which  these  sta-. 
tistics  have  been  collected  in  Michigan,  important 


knowledge  has  been  gained  concerning  the  causes 
and  means  of  avoiding  some  of  the  diseases  which 
cause  the  greatest  number  of  deaths.  In  this 
connection  reference  may  at  least  be  made  to 
pneumonia — inflammation  of  the  lungs — many  of 
the  deaths  from  which  it  seems  probable  may  now 
be  avoided  by  observing  the  evidence  elaborated  in 
these  statistics." 

A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Infancy  and 
Childhood. — By  J.  Lewis  Smith,  M.  D.,  Clinical 
Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  Bellevue 
Medical  College  ;  Physician  to  the  New  York 
Foundling  Asylum,  and  to  the  New  York  Infant 
Asylum ;  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Children  in 
the  Bureau  for  the  relief  of  the  Out-door  Poor ; 
Physician  to  Charity  Hospital,  etc.  Fourth  edi- 
tion ;  thoroughly  revised  ;  with  illustrations.  Phil- 
adelphia :  Henry  C.  Lea.  1879.  For  sale  in  De- 
troit by  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co. 

The  author  informs  us  in  his  preface  that  this 
edition  is  thoroughly  revised,  and  several  of  the 
chapters  have  been  rewritten,  and  corrections  and 
additions  have  been  made  to  almost  every  page. 

Part  1st  treats  of  the  infant  to  the  age  of  2^ 
years,  commencing  with  impregnation  of  the 
mother  and  the  care  of  her  during  gestation  ;  the 
Changes  in  Lactation  from  Various  Causes,  and 
the  effect  upon  the  Nursing  Infant  ;  How  to  Se- 
lect a  Wet  Nurse  ;  How  to  Manage  Weaning ; 
Artificial  Feeding,  Baths  and  Clothing;  Accidents 
and  Ailments  incident  to  the  Birth  of  the  Infant 
and  Detachment  of  the  Cord  ;  Ophthalmia  Neona- 
torum ;  Diseases  of  the  Umbilicus;  Umbilical 
Hemorrhage ;  Diagnosis  of  Infantile  Diseases ; 
Therapeutics. 

Part  2d. — Constitutional  Diseases. — Section  i, 
Diathetic  Diseases  ;  Sec.  2,  Eruptive  Fevers ;  Sec. 
3,  Non-Eruptive  Contagious  Diseases;  Sec.  4, 
Other  General  Diseases. 

Part  3d — Section  i. — Diseases  of  the  Cerebro- 
spinal System ;  Sec.  2,  Of  the  Respiratory  Sys- 
tem ;  Sec.  3,  Of  the  Digestive  Apparatus  ;  Sec.  4, 
Of  the  Circulatory  System  ;  Sec.  5,  Skin  Diseases. 

We  consider  the  cream  of  the  work  to  be  in 
Part  1st,  because  it  treats  of  matters  of  import- 
ance not  generally  laid  down  in  books  on  diseases 
of  children,  or  even  in  diseases  of  women. 

How  to  manage  the  mother  before  confine- 
ment and  the  child  after  birth,  through  the  months 
of  infancy,  is  in  our  opinion  a  condition  of  things 
that  requires  more  than  ordinary  judgment,  and 
we  think  the  author  has  made  it  so  plain  that  "  he 
who  runs  may  read." 

The  other  matters  treated  of  can  be  found  in 
other  works,  with  the  exception  of  the  disease 
named  in  the  text  as  Rotheln  (chap.  3,  p.  191). 
This  disease,  not  common  in  this  country,  is 
known  in  Germany  as  measles,  or  rubeola.  Our 
author  considers  it  as  a  distinct  disease,  and  cites 
an  epidemic  that  occurred  in  New  York  in  the 
winter  of  1873-4.  We  have  seen  the  conditions 
described,  and  have  diagnosed  them  as  rubeola, 
modified  in  character.  However,  we  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  distinction,  as  we  learn  the  treat- 
ment is  about  the  same. 

We  cordially  coincide  with  our  friend.  Dr.  Dun- 
ster.  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, University  of  Michigan,  in  saymg  it  is  the 
best  work  on  the  subject  that  we  have  read  since 
West  was  our  authority,  years  ago,  and  can  safely 
recommend  it  not  only  to  the  student,  but  also  to 
the  older  practitioners  of  medicine.  The  book  is 
printed  and  bound  in  the  elegant  manner  that 
all  medical  books  are  which  are  issued  by  Henry 
C.  Lea. 
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First  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  Illinois,  Made  to  the  Governor,  1879. 
From  the  Organization  of  the  Board,  July  12th, 
1877,  to  the  31st  December,  1878.  John  H.  Ranch, 
President ;  Anson  M.  Clark,  Secretary. 

The  report  gives  the  practice  of  medicine  act 
and  the  act  establishing  the  State  Board  of 
Health. 

These  acts  combined  are  under  the  control  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  and  constitute  a  system  that 
does  not  obtain  in  any  other  State.  The  board 
is  a  mixed  one,  and  it  appears  that  the  results  of 
its  labors  has  been  from  unanimous  action.  When 
the  board  went  into  operation  there  was  about 
3,600  non-graduates  practicing  medicine  in  the 
State.  Of  these  1,400  have  left  the  State,  or 
stopped  practicing;  the  balance,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  1 50,  have  complied  with  the  law  by 
either  obtaining  a  license  by  examination,  or  are 
under  instruction  for  graduation. 

The  report  gives  also  the  form  of  questions  re- 
quired to  be  answered  for  the  license,  and  the 
forms  of  certificates  given. 

Dr.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  of  Cairo,  gives  a  concise 
account  of  the  yellow  fever  which  occurred  at 
Cairo  during  the  year  1878,  in  which  he  shows 
that  the  fever  was  carried  there  from  Memphis 
by  the  steamer  James  D.  Parker. 

The  report  closes  with  an  abstract  of  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

We  must  congratulate  the  people  and  the  pro- 
fession of  Illinois  for  the  wise  action  of  their  Leg- 
islature in  ridding  their  State  from  the  horde  of 
quacks  which  invested  her,  and  truly  hope  all  the 
other  States  will  copy  her  example. 

Transactions  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Association  for  the  years  1877  and  1878. 

This  imposing  volume  of  over '  600  octavo  pages 
contains  the  proceedings  of  meetings  of  the  Na- 
tional Eclectic  Medical  Association  at  Pittsburgh, 
in  1877,  and  at  Detroit,  in  1878,  and  is  edited  by 
the  venerable  secretary.  Dr.  Alexander  Wilder, 
who  also  contributes  two  lengthy  articles  on  the 
"  Asclepiads,  or  Physicians  of  Antiquity,"  and 
"  Vaccination  a  Medical  Fallacy."  A  glance 
through  the  book  strikes  one  with  the  facility  with 
which  our  Eclectic  brethren  commingle  poetry 
with  science,  the  book  being  profusely  embellished 
with  quotations  from  standard  and  other  poets. 
Dr.  Frazer,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  contributes 
a  twenty-page  dissertation  on  the  "  Origin  of  the 
World,"  and  a  Dr.  Howe,  of  Cincinnati,  gives  a 
paper  on  "  Anthropoidea,"  in  which  the  Darwinian 
theory  is  somewhat  superficially  discussed.  It  is 
difficult  for  an  outsider  to  discover  any  necessary 
connection  between  such  articles  and  Eclecticism 
as  a  system  of  medicine.  They  form  very  pleasant 
reading  but  are  scarcely  more  adapted  to  a  place 
in  a  medical  volume  than  would  be  an  article  on 
civil  engineering  or  logarithms. 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  volume  is  not  by  any 
means  discreditable  to  the  Eclectic  school  of 
practice. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Eye  and  Ear 
Department  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital  and  St. 
Mary's  Free  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  Antoine, 
Clinton  and  Mullet  streets,  Detroit;  open  daily, 
Sundays  excepted,  form  i  to  3  P.  M.  Report  for 
the  year  ending  June  i,  1879.  The  Free  Press 
Book  and  Job  Printing  House.  1879.  From  the 
Hospital  authorities.  The  report  shows  a  large 
amount  of  work  for  the  past  year.  Diseases  of  the 
eye  treated,  486  ;  diseases  of  the  ear,  136;  total, 
622.  Number  of  operations  performed  during  the 
year,  100;  daily  average  attendance,  about  25; 
whole  number  of  treatments  during  the  year  7,400, 


being  an  increase  of  1,800  over  the  preceding  year. 
It  is  the  intention  of  this  infirmary  to  render  pro- 
fessional services  only  to  the  deserving  poor,  and  to 
those  who  are  able  to  pay  this  gratuitous  sei-vice 
has  been  declined ;  for  this  the  officers  are  entitled 
to  at  least  one  credit  mark.  It  is  also  particularly 
gratifying  to  know  that  the  hospital  authorities  in- 
tend setting  apart  a  portion  of  the  new  hospital 
building  for  the  especial  use  of  eye  and  ear  patients, 
thereby,  affording  such  patients  all  the  advantages 
of  an  exclusive  eye  and  ear  hospital.  The  report 
does  credit  to  the  institution,  to  the  officers  and  to 
the  printer.  An  engraving  of  the  new  St.  Mary's 
Hospital  appears  on  the  cover  of  the  pamphlet. 
The  directors  of  this  department  are  the  St.  Mary's 
Hospital  authorities.  Surgeons,  Eugene  Smith, 
M.  D.,  and  C.  J.  Lundy,  M.  D. 

American  Health  Primers,  No.  2, — Long  Life 
and  how  to  Reach  it.— By  J.  G.  Richardson,  M. 
D.,  of  Philadelphia,  Professor  of  Hygiene  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  etc.  Lindsay  &  Blak- 
iston,  1879.  For  sale  in  Detroit,  E.  B.  Smith  & 
Co. ;  price  50  cents. 

Contents. — Chapter  I.  Introductory  Considera- 
tions. II.  Causes  of  Disease  and  how  to  Avoid 
them.  III.  Heat  and  Cold  as  Causes  of  Disease. 
IV.  Contagion,  and  how  to  Escape  it.  V.  Clothing, 
and  how  to  Wear  it.  VI.  Pure  Air,  and  how  to 
Breathe  it.  VII.  Pure  Water,  and  how  to  Obtain 
it.  VIII.  Baths,  and  how  to  Take  them.  IX. 
The  House,  and  how  to  Build  it.  X.  Food,  and 
how  to  Digest  it.  XI.  Impurities  in  Food  and 
Drink,  and  how  to  Detect  them.  XII.  Exercise, 
and  how  to  Take  it.  XIII.  Sleep,  and  how  to 
Secure  it.  XIV.  Mental  Power,  and  how  to  Re- 
tain it.  XV.  Parasitic  Enemies,  and  how  to  Escape 
them.  XVI.  Old  Age,  and  how  to  Meet  it.  No. 
2  maintains  the  reputation  of  its  predecessor.  Al- 
though a  value  to  the  physician  they  are  a  much 
greater  value  to  the  general  public,  for  whose  infor- 
mation they  have  been  especially  prepared.  Con- 
venient in  size,  with  the  chapters  complete  in  them- 
selves, they  can  be  readily  picked  up  at  odd  times 
and  read  with  interest,  and  they  should  be  in  the 
library  of  every  family.  They  are  printed  on  toned 
paper  and  handsomely  bound  in  cloth  and  mailed 
postpaid  upon  receipt  of  price. 

An   Account   of  the    Perineosinuexcrecinator. 

A  New  Instrument  for  the  Exploration  of  Sinuses, 
especially  adapted  to  Gynaecological  Practice. — By 
Jaques  Robinson,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Hospital  for  Ruptured  Vesicles,  Member  of  the 
Antiversion  Society  and  the  Round  Ligament 
Club,  etc.  Brownsville.  Reprint  from  Louisville 
News,  May  13th  and  June  7th,  1879.  Compli- 
ments of  the  author. 

The  author  calls  special  attention  to  the  last  end- 
ing of  the  name  of  the  instrument,  which  he  says 
is  derived  from  the  Greek,  and  means  to  explore. 
The  paper  is  an  admirable  take-off  on  the  long- 
sounding  and  jaw-breaking  terms  used  by  the 
gynsecological  fraternity,  and  a  burlesque  upon 
the  claims  made  for  every  slight  modification  of  an 
instrument,  especially  illustrated  in  the  common 
probe. 

It  seems  high  time  that  both  gynaecologists  and 
ophthalmologists  should  adopt  names  and  titles 
more  in  consonance  with  our  common  language, 
as  medical  men  and  students  are  not  supposed  to 
understand  Latin  and  Greek. 

Photographic  Illustrations  of  Skin  Diseases. — 

By  George  Henry  Fox,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Clinical  Pro- 
fessor of  Dermatology,  Starling  Medical  College, 
Columbus,  O.,  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Dispen- 
sary Department  of  Skin  and    Venereal  Diseases, 
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Fellow  of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine 
of  the  New  York  Dermatological  Society  and 
American  Dermatological  Association,  etc.  Forty- 
eight  colored  plates  taken  from  life.  G.  B.  Treat, 
No.  805  Broadway,  New  York.  Price  $2  per  part. 
Complete  in  twelve  parts. 

The  first  four  plates  are  illustrative  of  cornedo, 
acne  vulgaris,  lepra  tuberosa  and  elephantiasis. 

It  would  seem  almost  impossible  that  photogra- 
phy could  delineate  diseases  of  the  skin  so  faith- 
fully as  in  the  plates  before  us.  They  are  true  to 
life,  and  the  student  of  dermatology  who  can  im- 
press these  illustrations  upon  his  mind's  eye  can- 
not fail  to  detect  them  when  brought  before  him 
in  the  living  subject.  The  accompanying  text  is 
fully  descriptive,  and  gives  the  treatment  in  each 
variety.     The  undertaking  deserves  great  success. 

Public  Health,  is  the  title  of  a  new  enterprise 
by  the  publisher  of  the  Hospital  Gazette,  Dr. 
James  L.  Bermingham,  of  New  York  city.  It  is  a 
weekly  journal,  and  to  be  devoted  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  health. 

Its  special  object  is  to  inform  the  public  upon 
all  matters  relating  to  health,  and  in  order  to  do  so 
the  editor  has  secured  the  cooperation  of  the  lead- 
ing sanitarians  of  the  country  and  of  several 
State  and  municipal  boards.  Its  subscription 
price  is  $2  in  advance,  postage  free.  Pages  12. 
Address  Dr.  James  L.  Bermingham,  No.  19  Lafay- 
ette Place,  New  York  city.  From  an  examination 
of  the  initial  number  we  cordially  commend  the 
enterprise  not  only  to  the  profession,  but  to  the 
large  class  of  people  who  are  personally  interested 
in  the  preservation  of  their  health. 

The  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Malignant 
Growths. — By  Theodore  A.  McGraw,  Professor  of 
Surgery  in  Detroit  Medical  College.  Detroit  Free 
Press  Printing  Co.     1879. 

The  theory  of  the  paper  is  that  cancers,  for  in- 
stance, "  begin  as  local  diseases  and  become  ma- 
lignant by  some  kind  of  rapid  cellular  propaga- 
tion." Immediate  surgical  interference  is  the 
remedy,  and  yet  the  author  confesses  that  cancers 
will  return  after  operation.  Here  we  perfectly 
agree  with  him,  for  he  believes  that  those  opera- 
tions that  seemed  to  be  successful  were  not  for 
cancer,  but  the  result  of  error  in  diagnosis.  "Jor- 
dan is  a  hard  road  to  travel,"  and  the  new  school 
of  operators  will  find  it  as  difficult  to  treat  cancer 
by  surgical  means  as  the  old  pathologists  who  be- 
lieve in  the  constitutionality  of   the  disease. 

On    Spasmodic    Stricture    of   the    Urethra. — 

A  Reply  to  Dr.  F.  N.  Otis.  By  Henry  B.  Sands, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  New  York,  etc. 

In  this  brochure  the  writer  reviews  somewhat 
the  reply  of  Dr.  Otis,  and  by  reference  to  a  large 
number  of  authorities  shows  that  Dr.  O.  is  behind 
the  times,  and  also  the  authorities  he  relied  upon 
for  his  support.  As  Dr.  Sands  is  Professor  of  Sur- 
gery, and  Dr.  Otis  Clinical  Professor  of  Genito- 
urinary Diseases  in  the  same  school,  it  would 
seem  the  better  for  the  school  that  both  should  re- 
sign and  fight  it  out,  "even  if  it  took  all  sum- 
mer." Students  should  not  be  left  to  decide  the 
contra  opinions  and  teaching  of  their  professors  as 
to  which  is  right  and  which  is  wrong. 

Section  Cutting.  —  A  practical  guide  to  the 
preparation  and  mounting  of  sections  for  the  micro- 
scope, special  prominence  being  given  to  the  sub- 
ject of  animal  sections.  By  Dr.  Sylvester  Marsh, 
with  illustrations,  reprinted  from  the  London 
edition  with  notes  and  an  appendix  on  the  selection 
and  care  of  section  knives.  New  York  Industrial 
Publication  Company,  1879. 


This  is  a  primer  of  96  pages  with  copious  notes 
and  a  full  index,  and  treats  of  the  preparation  and 
mounting  of  sections  for  the  microscope.  To 
those  interested  in  the  use  of  the  microscope  it  is 
evidently  a  work  of  more  than  usual  value.  Price 
75  cents,  cloth. 

Diseases  of  the  Intestines  and  Peritoneum. — 
By  John  Syer  Brtstow,  M.  D.,  J.  R.  Wardell, 
M.  D.,  J.  IV.  Begbie,  M.  D.,  S.  O.  Habershon, 
M.  D.,  T.  B.  Curling,  F.  R.  S.,  and  IV.  H.  Ran- 
som, M.D.     Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York.    1879. 

This  is  number  six  of  Wood's  Library  of  Stand- 
ard Medical  Authors,  and  discusses  diseases  of  the 
intestines  and  peritoneum.  It  is  made  up  of  a 
series  of  monographs  by  the  distinguished  writers 
whose  names  appear  on  the  title  page.  Wm.  Wood 
&  Co.  have  maintained  fully  their  promise  to  the 
profession,  and  it  is  not  too  late  for  those  who  have 
not  already  subscribed  to  procure  the  series.  $12 
per  set ;  27  Great  James  street,  N.  Y. 

The  Country  Practitioner  ;  or  New  Jersey 
Journal  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Practice.  Pub- 
lished monthly  at  Beverley,  Burlington  County, 
New  Jersey.  E.  P.  Townsend,  M.  D.,  editor. 
Volume  I,  number  i.  $2.50  per  annum;  25  cents 
single  number.     Pages  34. 

"Two  reasons  are  given  why  the  Practitioner 
should  be  issued  by  the  editor  :  ist.  For  the  bene- 
fit of  country  doctors.  2d.  He  has  no  objection 
to  "  turning  aft  honest  penny,"  if  his  journal 
lives.  The  first  reason  is  laudable  ;  the  second — 
well,  some  people  are  more  lucky  than  others, 
and  so  are  some  journals.  We  wish  Dr.  Townsend 
success  with  his. 

Philosophical  Problems  in  Medicine — Presi- 
dent's Address  American  Medical  Association, 
1879.  I^y  TheopJiilus  Parvitt,  M.  D.  Indianap- 
olis, Cathcart  &  Cleland  ;  1879.  We  can  add  no- 
thing to  what  we  wrote  in  our  May  number  con- 
cerning this  elegant  and  erudite  address.  It 
should  be  read  and  studied  by  every  member  of 
the  profession,  whether  belonging  to  the  Associ- 
ation to  which  it  was  delivered,  or  otherwise. 
From  the  first  to  the  last  line  it  gives  no  uncertain 
sound. 

An  Argument  Made  Before  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  7,  1879, 

against  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  code  of 
ethics  respecting  the  teaching  of  students  of  irreg- 
ular or  exclusive  systems  of  medicine,  by  Ediaard 
S.  Dunster,  M.  D.,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics 
and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  and  in  Dartmouth  College. 
Reprinted  from  the  Physician  and  Surgeon,  June, 
1879.     Ann  Arbor,  Mich.     From  the  author. 

Modification  of  the  Methods  of  Treating 
Chronic  Non-Suppurative  Inflammation  of  the 
Eustachian  Tube  and  Middle  Ear. — Iritis  and 
Some  of  its  Dangers — Affections  of  the  Lachry- 
mal Apparatus — The  Present  State  of  Otology. — 
By  Samuel  J.  Jones,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Ophthalmology  and  Otology  in  the  Chicago  Medi- 
cal College,  and  read  before  the  Illinois  State 
Medical  Society  1 877-1 878,  and  reprinted  from  the 
Transactions.     From  the  author. 


Pamphlets  Received. 


Constitution  and  By-laws  and  List  of  Perma- 
nent Members  of  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Society, 
adopted  at  Des  Moines,  June,  1872. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the  Medical  Publica- 
tions of  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  James  street, 
New  York  city. 
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The  Treatment  of  Spinal  Disease. — By  £".  H. 
Coover,  M.  D.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Reprint  from  the 
May  number  of  Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  1879. 
From  the  author. 

Exposition  of  Scudder's  School.  Is  it  Eclec- 
tic? The  Doctrine  of  Specifics  Examined.  By 
L.  E.  Jones,  M.  D.  Cincinnati :  Miami  Printing 
Co. 

Michigan  Military  Academy  Catalogue  for  1879 
-80.  Orchard  Lake,  Oakland  county,  Michigan. 
Pontiac,  Mich.:  Gazette  Co.  steam  printing  house. 
From  the  superintendent.  Col.  J.  S.  Rogers,  late 
U.  S.  A. 

Annual  Address  on  the  Relation  of  Neuras- 
thenia to  Diseases  of  the  Womb. — By  William 
Goodell,  M.  A.,  M.  D.  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Reprint 
from  vol.  3,  Gynascological  Transactions,  1879. 

The  American  College  Association,  third  an- 
nual meeting  held  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  May  3d  and  5th, 
1879.  Detroit  Post  and  Tribune  Co.  1879.  From 
the  secretary,  Dr.  L.  Connor,  Detroit. 

Minutes  of  the  Meeting,  of  Organization  and 
Proceedings  of  the  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley,  Memphis,  April  30th,  Mayist; 
Atlanta,  May  5th,  9th.  Chicago,  111.  From  the 
office  of  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich. 

The  Industrial  Publication  Company  are  now 
issuing  the  American  edition  of  the  London  Lan- 
cet, the  American  Journal  of  Microscopy  and  the 
Young  Scientist.  Their  office  is  No.  14  Dey  street. 
New  York,  P.  O.  Box  2852. 


Prospectus,  Specimen  Pages  and  Selections 
from  the  illustrations  of  Wood's  Library  of  Stan- 
dard Medical  Authors.  Published  in  monthly  vol- 
umes. Wm.  Wood  &  Co,  27  Great  James  street. 
New  York  city. 

Minutes  of  the  Meeting  of  Organization  and 
Proceedings  of  the  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley,  Memphis,  April  30th,  May  ist  ; 
Atlanta,  May  5th-9th.  Chicago,  III.,  1879;  com- 
pilations of  Dr.  J.  H.  Ranch,  Secretary. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1878.  Madison,  Wis.;  David 
Atwood,  State  printer.  1879.  From  the  Secre- 
tary, J.  T.  Reeve,  M.  D.,  Appleton,  Wis.  Please 
send  first  and  second  report. 


College  Announcements. 


Medical  Department  of  the  University 
OF  Pennsylvania,  for  114th  session,  1879-80. 
Begins  Wednesday,  Oct.  ist,  1879. 

Jefferson  Medical  College,  of  Philadel- 
phia. The  session  of  1870-80  will  begin  Wednes- 
day, Oct.  I  St,  1870. 

Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  for  the  session  of  1879-80,  with  cat- 
alogue, begins  Oct.  8th,  1879. 

Detroit  Medical  College,  Detroit,  Mich. 
Twelfth  annual  announcement,  1879-80.  Opens 
Wednesday,  Oct  ist,  1879. 


Proceedings  of  Societies. 


Fourteenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Mich- 
igan State  Medical  Society. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  THE  SESSION 

— ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  PAPERS 

ON  MEDICAL   TOPICS. 

The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Michigan 
State  Medical  Society  was  held  in  St.  Andrew's 
Hall  June  nth.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order 
shortly  after  10  o'clock  by  Dr.  Cox,  of  Battle  Creek, 
President  of  the  society. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Clark,  of  St. 
Paul's  church. 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

An  address  of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  profes- 
sion of  the  city  was  made  by  Dr.  Wm.  Brodie  as 
follows : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen — In  behalf 
of  the  medical  profession  and  citizens  of  Detroit  I 
tender  you  a  cordial  welcome. 

To  many  of  you  our  city  is  almost  as  familiar  as 
your  own  homes.  Occupying  the  position  of  the 
commercial  capital  of  the  State  (she  should  also 
have  continued  her  political  one),  you  are  all  inter- 
ested in  her  growth  and  prosperity.  While  many 
of  her  sister  cities  have  suffered  from  the  hard 
times  of  the  past  few  years,  there  has  been  no  in- 
terruption in  her  growth,  and  but  few  of  her  business 
men  have  succumbed  from  financial  disabilities. 

Her  population  has  reached  to  almost  130,000. 
Her  financial  condition  challenges  that  of  any 
other  city,  whether  large  or  small.  The  annual 
report  of  the  controller  made  February  18,  1879, 


gives  her  net  debt  as  $771,581.56.  Her  income 
from  the  sinking  fund  for  this  year  will  be  near 
$110,000,  which  of  itself,  if  no  further  bonds  were 
issued,  would  almost  pay  the  debt  in  seven  years 
without  any  taxation  to  her  citizens. 

In  salubrity  she  has  no  equal,  furnishing  her 
people  with  an  abundant  supply  of  clear  and  whole- 
some water,  with  an  extensive  sewerage,  reaching 
from  the  river  to  her  northern  limits,  located  in  al- 
most every  other  street  that  runs  north  and  south, 
and  these  traversed  by  laterals  in  almost  every 
alley,  thus  draining  every  house  and  carrying  the 
washings  into  the  river  where  it  is  lost  in  the  broad 
expanse  of  lake  Erie ;  with  a  cultivated  and  well- 
drained  country  on  her  three  sides,  and  the  broad 
expanse  of  the  Detroit  river  on  the  fourth  ;  with 
her  broad  streets  and  shaded  avenues,  she  is  pro- 
tected alike  from  the  extremes  of  both  heat  and 
cold.  Her  list  of  interments  for  1878  was  2,025, 
as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
being  a  death  rate  of  13X  per  thousand.  Recog- 
nizing the  value  of  a  liberal  education,  made  free 
to  all  by  constitutional  obligation,  she  furnishes  to 
every  child  of  the  proper  age  a  seat  in  a  public 
school,  and  has  extended  these  advantages  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  prepare  her  children  to  enter 
the  highest  educational  institutions  in  the  land. 

She  has  supplemented  her  educational  advan- 
tages by  the  erection  of  a  public  library,  whose 
volumes  now  on  the  shelves  number  over  40,000. 
The  whole  number  of  books  drawn  and  consulted 
for  the  year  1878  was  about  191,000,  and  the  num- 
ber of  registered  borrowers  was  15,000.  I  need 
not  call  your  attention  to  her  broad  streets,  her 
public  buildings,  her  manufactories,  nor  to  the 
beautiful  river,  which  forms  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  two  great  political  divisions  into  which 
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the  continent  of  North  America  is  divided,  and 
upon  whose  bosom  floats  the  commerce  of  the 
great  chain  of  lakes.  We  residing  here  are  proud 
of  our  city,  and  we  know,  also,  that  you  too  feel  an 
interest  in  our  growth  and  prosperity. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  met  here  in  the  interests  of 
the  noblest  of  professions.  You  have  met  to  again 
greet  each  other  and  renew  the  friendships  formed 
in  years  gone  by.  Science  is  extending  her  benefac- 
tions to  our  race,  and  the  department  you  represent 
can  claim  its  position  in  the  foremost  ranks.  To 
prolong  life,  to  discover  the  causes  of  disease 
and  how  to  remove  them,  is,  and  has  been,  your 
great  mission  ;  and  when  dread  pestilence  has  in- 
vaded our  land  neither  the  fear  of  death  nor  pecun- 
iary loss  has  prevented  you  from  being  the  fore- 
most In  the  great  cause  of  humanity.  It  is  an 
honor  to  be  a  member  of  such  a  profession,  and  as 
we  meet  in  thi-s  hall  to  review  the  past,  to  enjoy 
the  present  and  prepare  for  the  future,  may  we 
also  remember  that  we,  too,  are  mortal.  May  we 
also  remember  that  we  are  one  common  brother- 
hood, laboring  together  for  a  common  interest — 
the  prolongation  of  human  life.  I  need  not  repeat 
that  you  are  cordially  welcome.  Our  public  insti- 
tutions will  be  open  to  your  inspection,  and  the 
hospitality  of  our  citizens  will  be  open  for  your 
physical  enjoyrftent.  In  the  language  of  Michigan's 
motto,  we  bid  you  "  Circumspice." 

The  roll  of  membership  was  then  called  by  the 
secretary,  and  the  following  gentlemen  answered 
to  their  names  ;  Doctors  G.  P.  Andrews,  Detroit ; 
S.  G.  Bank,  Detroit ;  H.  C.  Barnes,  Ionia ;  C.  V. 
Beebe,    Howell ;  J.  H.  Bennett,  Coldwater  ;  John 

B.  Bawman,  Millburg ;  J.  C.  Book,  Detroit  ;  John 
Brady,  Grand  Rapids  ;  W.  F.  Breakey,  Ann  Arbor  ; 
Thos.  H.  Briggs,  Mattawan  ;  J.  W.  Briggs,  School- 
craft ;  Wm.  Brodie,  J.  A.  Brown,  Carl  Brumme, 
Detroit ;  Warren  Byrns,  Bronson ;  A.  E.  Garrier, 
J.  H.  Carstens,  Detroit ;  E.  P.  Christian,  Wyan- 
dotte ;  H.    A.   Cleland,   Leartus   Connor,  Detroit ; 

C.  C.  Comstock,  Marshall ;  Edward  Cox,  Battle 
Creek ;  C.  G.  Cruikshank,  Howell ;  W.  Decker, 
Ann  Arbor  ;  S.  P.  Duffield,  Dearbornville ;  E.  B. 
Dunning,  Paw  Paw ;  E.  S.  Dunster,  Ann  Arbor ; 
W.  H.  Elliott,  White  Pigeon;  E.  F.  Ewers,  Union 
City  ;  T.  A.  Fairbairn,  Detroit ;  S.  S.  French,  Bat- 
tle Creek  ;  W.  R.  Gifford,  Erie ;  C.  R.  Gilbert, 
A.  S.  Heaton,  Detroit ;  H.  O.  Hitchcock,  Kalama- 
zoo ;  J.  W.  Hagadorn,  Lansing  ;  Elizer  Hall,  Saline ; 
R.  C.  Hutton,  Howell ;  E.  W.  Jenks,  Detroit ;  J.  H. 
Jerome,  Saginaw  ;  Geo.  K.  Johnson,  Grand  Rapids  ; 
W.  M.  Ikeler,  Three  Rivers  ;  A.  F.  Kinney,  Ypsi- 
lanti ;  Augustus  Kaiser,  Detroit ;  Peter  Klein,  De- 
troit ;  T.  J.  Langlois,  Wyandotte  ;  Henry  F.  Lyster, 
Detroit;  Hugh  McColl,  Lapeer;  W.  H.  McHench, 
Brighton  ;  J.  J.  Mulheron,  Detroit ;  R.  N.  Murray, 
Flint ;  Frank  K.  Owen,  Ypsilanti ;  John  B.  Park, 
Okemos ;  Wm.  Parmenter,  Vermontville ;  Moses 
Porter,  Kalamazoo ;  Foster  Pratt,  Kalamazoo  ; 
Geo.  E.  Ranney,  Lansing;  Charles  H.  Sackrider, 
Mason  ;  Charles  Shepard,  Grand  Rapids ;  H.  B. 
Shank,  Lansing ;  Edward  S.  Snow,  Dearborn ; 
C.  T.  Southworth,  Monroe ;  D.  C.  Spaulding, 
Lyons  ;  G.  W.  Topping,  De  Witt ;  C.  H.  Tucker, 
Coldwater ;  Horace  Tupper,  Bay  City ;  E.  Twiss, 
Athens;  J.  L.  Valade,  Newport;  H.  O.  Walker, 
Detroit ;  Hal  C.  Wyman,  Blissfield  ;  W.  H.  Young, 
Nashville. 

Dr.  Brodie  presented  the  report  of  the  executive 
committee,  which  included  the  programme  of  the 
different  sessions.  He  also  presented  invitations 
to  visit  the  public  library,  the  House  of  Correction, 
the  houses  of  the  fire  department,  the  waterworks, 
and  the  rooms  of  the  Detroit  medical  and  library 
association. 

An  invitation  was  received   from    Parke,  Davis 


&  Co.  to  take  an  excursion  on  the  river,  visit  their 
manufacturing  establishment,  and  also  the  new 
water  works.  This  invitation  was  accepted  and 
the  association  voted  to  adjourn  at  4  P.  M.  to  take 
the  excursion  as  proposed. 

It  was  announced  that  Drs.  S.  J.  Jones,  Dr. 
Edmund  Andrews,  of  Chicago,  and  Dr.  H.  Dubois, 
of  New  York,  were  in  attendance.  They  were 
admitted  to  seats  in  the  convention,  and  were  for- 
mally welcomed  by  the  president. 

On  motion.  Dr.  H.  F.  Lyster  was  admitted  as 
representative  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  report  of  the  secretaiy,  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Ranney, 
of  Lansing,  was  then  read.  It  shows  that  there 
are  the  names  of  268  members  on  the  roll.  Dr. 
J.  H.  Beech,  of  Coldwater,  has  died  during  the  year. 
The  remainder  of  the  report  gives  the  details  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  and  of  the 
work  of  the  secretary  since  that  meeting. 

The  annual  report  of  the  treasurer.  Dr.  Geo.  W. 
Topping,  of  Lansing,  was  presented,  showing  the 
receipts  of  the  year  to  have  been  $644.22,  disburse- 
ments $463.10,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$181.12.  The  reports  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  finance. 

The  committee  on  admission  reported  in  favor 
of  admitting  the  following  applicants  to  member- 
ship in  the  society:  A.  M.  Hawes,  Frank  P.  Ken- 
yon,  P.  J.  Jackson,  M.  K.  Ross,  J.  W.  Robertson, 
Louis  Davenport,  J.  H.  Lyon,  L.  B.  Knowles, 
Charles  S.  Sheldon,  C.  M.  Woodard,  Robert  C 
Ogliffe,  C.  W.  Hubbard,  A.  M.  Haight,  C.  W. 
Morse,  Charles  E.  Felshaw,  Charles  J.  Lundy, 
Robert  W.  Odell,  Victor  Bohan,  Eli  Woodman' 
W.  H.  Rouse. 

A  recess  was  then  taken  until  2  o'clock. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

At  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session  the  pre- 
sident. Dr.  Cox,  of  Battle  Creek,  read  his  annual 
address.  His  subject  was  "  Criminal  Abortion," 
and  he  gave  some  startling  figures  showino-  the 
alarming  increase  of  the  crime.  He  urged  the  ne- 
cessity for  vigorous  and  determined  efforts  on  the 
part  of  our  civil  authorities  to  suppress  it,  and, 
above  all,  an  elevating  of  public  sentiment  in  respect 
to  the  sacredness  of  ante-natal  life  as  a  prime  ele- 
ment in  the  much  needed  reform.  The  address 
was  accepted  with  thanks,  and  referred  to  the  pub- 
lication committee. 

Dr.  Foster  Pratt,  of  Kalamazoo,  said  that  for 
one  he  was  not  satisfied  with  a  simple  reference  of 
this  address  to  the  publication  committee  with 
thanks.  There  have  been  some  suggestions  made 
by  the  president  based  upon  information  which  is 
more  or  less  within  the  possession  of  all  the  mem- 
bers, information  that  he  presumed  all  believed  to 
be  true,  relating  to  evils  that  should  be  suppressed. 
He  was  in  favor  of  referring  this  address  to  a 
special  committee  of  five,  to  report  either  at  this  or 
at  the  next  meeting,  as  may  be  thought  best,  what 
measures  the  members  of  this  society,  as  a  profes- 
sion, can  and  ought  to  take  in  reference  to  abating 
the  evil  which  has  here  been  discussed  so  ably. 

Dr.  Brodie  supported  the  motion,  and  the  ad- 
dress was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  chair,  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

A  paper  on  "  Shortness  of  the  umbilical  cord  a 
cause  of  retarded  labor  and  of  accidents,"  was 
read  by  Dr.  E.  P.  Christian,  of  Wyandotte.  The 
paper  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  publication. 

The  committee  on  admissions  to  membership 
presented  the  following  names  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  they  be  admitted  :  A.  L.  Warden, 
Stephen  H.  Hagadorn,  Ruth  A.  French,  E.  b! 
Ward,   Joshua    Miller,    Thomas    Addison.    L.    S. 
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Duinwald,  G.  S.  Case,  Morse  Stewart,  Jr.,  J.  M. 
Eddy,  E.  R.  Thornton,  Calvin  A.  Case,  S.  S. 
Stevenson,  Wm.  C.  Gustin,  A.  W.  Riker,  E.  H. 
Collar.  The  committee  reported  adversely  upon  the 
application  of  Hugh  McG.  Wilson,  of  Detroit.  The 
case  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Wells,  of  Howell,  was  reported 
by  the  committee  without  recommendation,  the 
chairman  making  a  statement  of  the  facts  which 
had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee. 
Dr.  Brodie  said  that  the  committee  room  was  the 
proper  place  to  discuss  all  such  matter,  and  on  his 
motion  it  was  referred  back.  The  rest  of  the  re- 
port was  adopted. 

On  motion.  Dr.  James  Jamieson,  of  Ontario,  was 
admitted  to  a  seat  in  the  convention. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  G.  K.  Johnson,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  on  "  Hodgkin's  Disease,  or  Lympha- 
denosis." The  paper  consisted  of  a  history  of  two 
cases  which  had  fallen  under  the  care  of  the  author, 
with  some  general  observations  on  the  nature  of 
the  disease. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Palmer,  of  the  University,  mentioned 
some  cases  which  had  come  to  his  notice,  and 
gave  his  views  of  the  disease. 

The  paper  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
publication. 

The  society  then  adjourned  to  indulge  in  a  boat 
ride  on  the  river. 

The  physicians  and  their  invited  friends  to  the 
number  of  about  1 50,  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
adjournment,  wended  their  way  down  Woodward 
avenue,  and  poured  into  the  cabin  and  out  again 
on  the  deck  of  the  handsome  little  steamer  Gazelle, 
which  was  soon  plowing  her  way  up  stream.  A 
landing  was  made  at  the  foot  of  McDougall  ave- 
nue, and  all  who  wished  disembarked  to  examine 
the  extensive  chemical  works  of  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.,  where  so  many  celebrated  compounds  are  pre- 
pared. The  interested  pill-dispensers  were  shown 
the  process  by  which  the  nauseous  drugs  they 
administer  are  manufactured  into  tasteless  pills, 
and  the  many  fluid  extracts  used  by  druggists  and 
physicians  are  prepared.  They  saw  the  bales  of 
medicinal  roots  and  leaves,  and  other  raw  material ; 
then  they  witnessed  the  grinding,  mixing,  rolling 
out,  and  many  other  interesting  stages  of  proce- 
dure, whereby  the  healing  agents  of  the  mineral 
and  vegetable  kingdom  are  placed  in  the  most 
available  and  effective  forms.  The  expressing  of 
the  juices  of  plants  by  pressure,  attracted  much 
attention.  The  herbs,  after  being  soaked  in  diluted 
alcohol,  are  placed  under  hydrostatic  pressure  of 
from  100  to  400  tons.  The  room  where  the  above- 
mentioned  pills  were  sugar  coated  was  also  a  spot 
which  many  seemed  unwilling  to  leave. 

But  onward  the  excursion  must  progress,  and  in 
a  short  time  all  were  admiring  Detroit's  Emerald 
Isle — or  what  will  be  if  she  ever  buys  it.  Those 
who  had  not  seen  it  before  were  enthusiastic  in 
their  praise,  and  those  who  had,  added  another 
hundred  pounds  to  the  weight  of  their  resolve  to 
help  the  project  along  by  all  possible  means  in 
their  power.  Then  the  water  works  were  inspected, 
and  as  the  men  of  medicine  stood  gazing  up  at  the 
great  engine,  the  iron  heart  that  supplies  Detroit 
with  its  life-giving  liquid,  every  pulsation  of  which 
sent  15,608  gallons  into  the  arteries  that  underlie 
all  the  streets,  they  admired  that  also.  Then  they 
came  back  the  same  way  they  went. 

In  the  evening  the  delegates  and  their  ladies 
were  entertained  by  the  executive  committee  at 
the  residence  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brodie,  on  Lafayette 
avenue.  The  parlors  were  most  elaborately  and 
tastefully  decorated  with  flowers  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Taplin.  The  whole  house  was 
thrown  open  to  guests,  of  whom  there  were  many. 
Nearly  all  the  members  of  the  State  Medical  So- 


ciety in  attendance  upon  the  convention  were 
present,  as  well  as  quite  a  number  of  prominent 
citizens.  The  affair  was  informal  and  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  devoted  themselves  to  social  en- 
joyment. Refreshments  were  served  under  the 
supervision  of  Andrew  Hair,  which  is  equivalent 
to  saying  that  everything  was  as  it  should  be.  The 
entertainment  was  very  enjoyable  and  was  one  of 
the  features  of  the  meeting  of  the  association. 


Thursday  morning,  2d  day. 

The  president  called  the  society  to  order,  and 
the  roll  was  called  by  the  secretary. 

The  committee  on  admission  recommended  the 
following  medical  gentlemen  for  membership : 
Drs.  L.  S.  Stevens,  Albert  B.  Prescott,  L.  W.  Bliss, 
J.  Vaughan,  James  H.  Stowell,  E.  C.  Adams,  A.  H. 
Green,  A.  J.  Hope,  Judson  Bradley.  The  report 
was  accepted  and  adopted. 

Dr.  Wm.  F.  Breakey,  of  Ann  Arbor,  read  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  necrology.  He  was 
happy  to  report  only  few  deaths  ;  but  the  members 
lost  had  been  valued  ones.  Drs.  J.  H.  Beech,  of 
Coldwater,  Dwight  Nims,  of  Jackson,  Z.  E.  Bliss, 
of  Grand  Rapids,  and  Nathan  Mitchell,  of  Colon, 
were  reported  as  having  died,  and  appropriate 
resolutions  from  the  local  societies  were  appended 
to  the  notice  of  decease.  The  report  was  adopted 
and  ordered  published. 

The  report  of  the  finance  committee  was  read 
by  Dr.  Pratt,  of  Kalamazoo.  The  total  receipts, 
as  shown  by  the  treasurer's  report,  were  $644.22 ; 
disbursements,  $463,10;  balance  on  hand,  $181.12. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted. 

A  paper  on  "  Hour-glass  contraction  of  the 
uterus,"  prepared  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Caulkins,  of  Thorn- 
ville,  was  read  by  Dr.  Hugh  McCall,  of  Lapeer. 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett, 
of  Coldwater,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
publication. 

Dr.  Donald  McLean,  of  Michigan  University, 
read  a  paper  on  "  Clinical  notes  on  Ovariotomy." 
It  enumerated  several  cases,  and  as  Dr.  McLean 
has  had  a  large  and  varied  experience  in  treating 
this  difficult  class  of  cases,  the  paper  was  very 
instructive  and  interesting,  and  listened  to  with 
attention. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Alvord,  of  Clinton,  briefly  discussed 
the  question.  He  had  knowledge  of  one  of  the 
cases  mentioned  by  Dr.  McLean.  He  recom- 
mended that  ovarian  tumors  be  removed,  when  the 
operation  could  be  skillfully  performed. 

The  paper  was  appropriately  referred. 

The  committee  on  membership  reported  the 
names  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Church,  A.  W.  Nichols,  J.  W. 
Elliot,  J.  G.  Millspaugh,  G.  W.  Montgomery. 

Next  in  order  was  a  paper  written  by  Dr.  H.  O. 
Hitchcock,  of  Kalamazoo.  It  was  read  for  him 
by  Dr.  Dunster,  of  Ann  Arbor.  It  was  entitled 
"  A  case  of  fracture  of  the  acetabulum,  with  dis- 
location of  the  femur;  reduction  and  subsequent 
re-dislocation  caused  by  improper  removal  of  the 
patient ;  final  reduction  after  six  weeks.  The  his- 
tory of  a  suit  for  alleged  malpractice ;  review  of 
the  testimony  in  the  case  ;  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  final  result  of  the  case."  On  the  27th 
of  August,  1873,  Robert  Burgett,  a  brakeman  on 
the  South  Haven  division  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad,  received  a  severe  injury  while  switching 
two  cars  upon  a  siding  at  Kendall  station.  He  was 
rescued  as  speedily  as  possible  and  conveyed  to 
Kalamazoo,  where  Dr.  Stillwell,  in  the  absence  of 
Dr.  Hitchcock,  who  was  the  surgeon  of  the  Michi- 
gan Central  at  that  point,  diagnosticated  a  fracture, 
probably  of  the  neck  of  the  femur,  and  treated  him 
accordingly.     On  the  fourth  day  after  the  injury 
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Dr.  Hitchcock  returned  to  town,  and,  as  surgeon 
of  the  railroad  company,  visited  the  patient,  and 
believing  that  he  was  doing  well,  did  not  take 
charge  of  the  case  until  the  seventh  day,  when  he 
made  more  especial  examination,  at  the  direction  of 
the  division  superintendent,  and  agreed  with  the 
diagnosis  of  Dr.  Stillwell.  On  the  ninth  day  Dr. 
H.  O.Walker,  of  Detroit,  by  direction  of  Dr.  E.  W. 
Jenks,  surgeon-in-chief  of  the  Michigan  Central, 
arrived  in  Kalamazoo  to  take  Burgett  to  Detroit 
for  treatment.  A  consultation  relative  to  the  case 
was  had  between  Drs.  Walker,  Hitchcock  and 
Stillwell,  and  the  latter  two  remonstrated  against 
the  removal  of  the  patient  to  Detroit.  Dr.  Walker 
made  an  examination  of  the  patient  and  then 
placed  him  upon  a  Wood's  hammock  splint  and 
removed  him  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  Detroit. 
Afterward  it  was  discovered  that  there  was  disloca-. 
tion  of  the  hip  joint.  Efforts  to  reduce  the  dislo- 
cation were  made  by  Drs.  Jenks,  Walker,  McGraw, 
Webber  and  Noyes,  and  were  finally  successful. 
The  patient  recovered,  but  there  was  a  partial 
paralysis  and.  a  permanent  stiffness  of  the  limb. 
Burgett  commenced  suit  against  Drs.  Stillwell  and 
Hitchcock,  of  Kalamazoo,  for  malpractice. 

Objections  were  made  to  the  reading  of  the 
paper,  but  were  overruled  at  12.30  on  motion  of 
Dr.  Shank. 

Adjourned  to  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

On  motion,  reading  of  minutes  and  roll-call  was 
dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Wm.  Zimmerman  and  Mrs.  Dr.  F.  A.  Tenny 
were  elected  members  of  the  society. 

The  secretary.  Dr.  J.  H.  Ranney,  read  an  invita- 
tion from  the  Grand  Rapids  Medical  Society  to  the 
State  Medical  Society  to  meet  at  Grand  Rapids 
next  year.     The  invitation  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Pratt  then  offered  resolutions  of  thanks  to 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  the  inspectors  of  the  House  of 
Correction,  to  the  fire  and  water  commissioners,  to 
the  library  committee,  and  the  physicians  and  ladies 
of  Detroit  whose  hospitality  had  been  extended  to 
the  society. 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  hour  for  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  having  arrived.  Dr.  Brodie  moved  that  a 
nominating  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  list 
of  officers,  except  president  and  members  of  the 
judicial  committee. 

Carried. 

Messrs.  Jerome,  Kinne,  Shank,  Klein  and  Twiss 
were  appointed  as  such  committee. 

A  ballot  was  then  taken  for  president,  as  follows  : 
Dr.  Geo.  K.  Johnson,. of  Grand  Rapids  .  .68 
Dr.  A.  F.  Whelan,  of  Hillsdale   ...  26 

Scattering      ■   .         .         .         .         ,         .         .7 

The  election  of  Dr.  Johnson  was  made  unani- 
mous. 

Dr.  Brodie  reported  the  action  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  with  reference  to  the  charges 
of  violation  of  the  code  of  ethics  preferred  against 
the  state  society,  on  account  of  homeopathy  in  the 
State  University.  The  matter  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  chair  announced  as  the  special  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  president's  address  on 
the  subject  of  "  Criminal  Abortion,"  Drs.  Foster 
Pratt,  Charles  Shepard,  S.  S.  French,  E.  P.  Chris- 
tian and  I.  E.  Brown. 

Drs.  Brodie  and  Hitchcock,  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Regents  as  medical  examiners  in  the 
Medical  Department,  made  their  report,  which  was 
accepted  and  ordered  printed. 

The   business   of   electing   by  ballot  a   judicial 


council  was  taken  up.  On  the  first  ballot  Dr.  Wm. 
Brodie,  of  Detroit,  received  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  and  was  declared  elected  his  own  successor. 
To  the  second  place  on  the  committee  Dr.  J.  A. 
Brown,  of  Detroit,  was  chosen,  and  for  the  third 
place  Dr.  J.  H.  Bennett,  of  Coldwater. 

Dr.  Foster  Pratt,  of  Kalamazoo,  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  judicial  council  in  place  of  Dr. 
G.  K.  Johnson,  elected  president  of  the  society. 

Dr.  Shank,  of  Lansing,  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of   Dr.  Nims. 

One  hundred  dollars  was  voted  as  an  honorarium 
to  the  secretary,  with  the  thanks  of  the  society. 

The  tlianks  of  the  society  were  tendered  to 
Miss  Jennie  Brodie  for  a  beautiful  bouquet  on  the 
President's  table. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  as  fol- 
lows : 

First  Vice-President — Dr.  J.  T.  Thomas,  of  Bay 
City. 

Second  Vice-President— H.  B.  Shank,  of  Lan- 
sing. 

Third  Vice-President— W.  F.  Breakey,  of  Ann 
Arbor. 

Fourth  Vice-President- — E.  S.  Snow,  of  Dear- 
born. 

Treasurer — Geo.  W.  Topping,  of  DeWitt. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Shank  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  for 
his  own  the  name  of  Dr.  D.  O.  Farrand,  of  De- 
troit.    Carried. 

The  report  was  then  adopted. 

Dr.  Brodie  moved  that  the  regular  order  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  viz. :  the  reading  of  Dr.  Hitchcock's 
paper. 

Dr.  Jerome  moved  to  amend  that  the  further 
reading  of  the  paper  of  Dr.  Hitchcock  be  dis- 
pensed with.     Lost. 

The  reading  of  the  paper  was  concluded,  when 
Dr.  A.  B.  Palmer  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  paper  of  Dr.  Hitchcock,  as 
it  contains  strictures  upon  the  conduct  of  mem- 
bers of  this  society,  be  referred  to  the  judicial 
council,  and  that  the  interested  members  of  the 
society  have  the  privilege  of  appearing  before  the 
council  and  presenting  any  counter-statements 
they  may  choose,  and  that  said  council  may  order 
the  publication  in  the  transactions  of  the  society  of 
the  paper  of  Dr.  Hitchcock,  and  such  counter- 
statements  as  may  be  presented,  or  any  parts  of 
such  papers  as,  in  their  discretion,  they  deem 
proper. 

Dr.  Carstens  moved  to  postpone  indefinitely. 
Lost. 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  so  much  refer- 
ring the  paper  to  the  judicial  council  was 
adopted  ;  the  latter  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  pa- 
per and  publish  it  himself.     Granted,  45  to  27. 

A  communication  on  the  'subject  of  the  metric 
system  of  weights  and  measures  from  Dr,  Wade, 
was  tabled  till  next  year. 

Dr.  Brodie  moved  that  the  papers  which  had 
not  been  read  be  referred  to  the  publication  com- 
mittee and  secretary,  to  be  printed,  if  approved. 
Carried. 

Dr.  Brodie  also  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  so- 
ciety be  tendered  to  the  president,  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  had  presided  over  the  society 
during  the  past  year  and  at  the  present  meeting. 
Carried. 

The  president  appropriately  responded. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Foster  Pratt,  of  Kalamazoo, 
the  society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Grand  I-lapids  on 
the  second   Wednesday  of  May,  1880,  at  10  A.  M. 
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The  great  feature  of  the  meeting  was  the  paper 
of  Dr.  Hitchcock,  and  as  it  will  be  published  by 
the  doctor,  we  leave  it  to  its  readers  to  express 
their  own  opinions  thereon.  Otherwise  the  meet- 
ing was  a  pleasant  one,  and  reminded  us  of  the 
"good  old  times,"  when  we  were  young,  and  medi- 
cal ethics  not  such  an  important  dish  on  the  table 
as  of  late. 

The  judicial  council  is  as  follows  : 

ONE   YEAR. 

Drs.  E.  S.  Snow,  Foster  Pratt,  H.  B.  Shank. 

TWO  YEARS. 

Drs.  Wm.  Parmenter,  R.  C.  Kedzie,  A.  F.  Whe- 
lan. 

THREE  YEARS. 

Drs.  Wm.  Brodie,  J.  A.  Brown,  J.  H.  Bennett. 

[Brother  Utley,  of  the  Post  and  Tribune,  will 
accept  our  thanks  for  valuable  assistance  in  mak- 
ing up  our  report,  which  is  as  full  as  our  space  will 
allow,  and  includes  all  the  business  transactions. — 
Ed.] 


Synopsis    of  the    Proceedings    of    the 
Michigan  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  meeting  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  and 
Surgical  Society  at  Niles,  May  28th  and  29th,  1879, 
was  a  success  in  every  respect,  although  the  attend- 
ance was  not  as  large  as  some  had  hoped  to  see. 
Some  twenty-five  members  were  present ;  Presi- 
dent P.  W.  Reed,  of  Port  Huron,  presided. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  G.  S.  Bailey,  D.  D.,  of  Niles,  and  was  wel- 
comed to  the  city  of  Niles  by  Mayor  Krick,  in  a 
neat  little  speech. 

There  were  nine  formal  applications  for  member- 
ship with  four  or  five  that  were  more  or  less  in- 
formal, and  not  entertained.  There  were  seven 
new  members  elected  as  follows  :  C.  H.  Bostick, 
New  Troy;  R.  C.  Ely,  Medina ;  S.  Rowe,  Law- 
rence ;  A.  J.  Dispennett,  Royalton  ;  A.  G.  Hop- 
kins, Newburg;  T.  L.  Blakely,  Newburg;  J.  D. 
Kergan,  Detroit.  Dr.  E.  A.  Curtis,  a  former  mem- 
ber, having  removed  into  the  State,  on  application, 
was  restored  to  active  membership.  Dr.  W.  S. 
Springsteen,  of  Wadsworth,  Nevada,  was  elected 
to  honorary  membership.  Three  active  members 
removed  from  the  State  were  placed  on  the  hon- 
orary hst ;  these  were  Drs.  E.  S.  Stebbins,  C.  D. 
Harmon  and  Geo.  Holbrook,  leaving  the  member- 
ship of  the  society  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  fifty- 
two  active  and  eleven  honorary. 

The  president's  address  and  several  original  pa- 
pers read,  with  the  discussions  they  elicited,  were 
interesting  features. 

On  motion,  the  Wayne  County  Eclectic  Medical 
and  Surgical  Society  was  accepted  as  auxiliary  to 
the  State  Society. 

Numerous  reports  of  officers  and  committees 
were  received,  also  reports  of  cases  by  members. 
The  committee  on  legislation  reported  progress, 
and  more  time  was  given  it,  together  with  a  vote 
of  thanks. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensu- 
ing year,  or  hold  over,  as  in  the  case  of  the  censors, 
for  one  year : 

President — P.  W.  Reed,  Port  Huron. 

ist  Vice  Pres. — -L.  A.  Howard,  Litchfield. 

2d  Vice  Pres. — L   R.  Dunning,  Benton  Harbor. 

3d  Vice  Pres. — E.  Blackman,  Quincy. 

Secretary  (two  years) — H.  S.  McMaster,  Dowa- 
giac. 


Treasurer — E.  M.  Shaw,  Allen. 

Censors  for  one  year — L.  E.  Wickens,  Holly ; 
E.  M.  Shaw,  Allen ;  W.  N.  Keeler,  Concord. 

Ce7isors  for  two  years — H.  L.  Baker,  Blissfield  ; 
J.  D.  Kergan,  Detroit ;  R.  Winans,  Benton  Harbor. 

The  ,  following  were  elected  delegates  to 
the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  to 
meet  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  Wednesday,  June  18, 
for  a  three  days'  session  :  V.  A.  Baker,  J.  D.  Ker- 
gan, P.  W.  Reed,  H.  L.  Baker,  E.  Blackman, 
L.  A.  Howard,  E.  M.  Shaw,  R.  Winans,  S.  Rowe, 
A.  Conklin,  C.  H.  Bostick,  W.  B.  Church,  H.  S. 
McMaster,  R.  C.  Ely  and  L.  E.  Wickens. 

Detroit  was  chosen  for  the  next  place  of  meeting, 
and  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  the  time. 

H.  S.  MCMASTER, 

Secretary. 

National  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

The  seventh  annual  session  of  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association  convened  at  Halle's 
Hall,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  Wednesday  morning, 
1 8th  ult.  The  president.  Dr.  John  King,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, called  the  meeting  to  order  at  10  a.  m., 
when  the  Divine  guidance  was  implored  by  the 
Rev.  T.  M.  Howard ;  following  this  the  mayor, 
R.  R.  Herrick,  welcomed  the  delegates  in  an  ad- 
dress in  which  he  said  that  Cleveland  was  a  great 
city  and  the  best  place  that  could  have  been  selected 
for  such  a  gathering.  He  also  paid  a  graceful 
tribute  to  the  science  of  medicine.  He  understood 
the  eclectic  school  to  be  a  school  in  medicine 
which  permitted  its  members  to  select  from  other 
schools  that  which  they  might  consider  good,  and 
was  an  outgrowth  of  the  advancement  of  the  pres- 
ent century. 

The  welcome  having  been  extended.  President 
King  delivered  his  address.  It  occupied  about 
forty-five  minutes  in  its  reading  and  consisted  of  a 
retrospect  of  eclecticism  as  a  system  of  medicine, 
a  caustic  criticism  of  systems  not  eclectic,  and  an 
exhortation  to  those  of  the  guild  to  greater  stead- 
fastness. The  following  are  the  sentiments  with 
which  the  address  closed : 

"  Of  one  thing  be  assured ;  if  selfish  designs, 
personal  strifes,  unnecessary  criminations  and  re- 
criminations, and  contumacious  parties  are  per- 
mitted to  find  place  among  us,  we  can  never  ex- 
pect to  occupy  a  high  position  in  the  ranks  of  en- 
lightened humanity.  To  be  successful  and  to 
properly  attain  the  elevation  justly  belonging  to  us, 
we  require  a  thorough  organization,  based  upon 
intelligence,  justice,  right,  and  duty,  and  tempered 
with  liberality,  forbearance,  and  harmony.  With- 
out these  qualities  and  sentiments  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible that  any  one  can,  at  heart,  be  a  true  eclec- 
tic. 

"Ever  remember  that  the  prosperity  of  this  con- 
vention, and  of  our  State  organizations,  means 
prosperity  to  eclectic  physicians,  individually  and 
collectively ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  subver- 
sion of  these  organizations — more  especially  when 
effected  through  internal  dissension — means  disas- 
ter and  ruin  to  eclecticism,  as  well  as  to  eclectic 
practitioners." 

The  roll  of  officers  was  then  called,  and  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  read  by  the  sec- 
retary. Dr.  Alexander  Wilder,  of  New  York.  The 
minutes  were  approved. 

On  motion  of  A.  J.  Howe,  of  Cincinnati,  a  com- 
mittee on  credentials  was  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent, consisting  of  Drs.  E.  Youngkin,  Missouri ; 
J.  T.  McLaughlin,  Ohio ;  Milbrey  Green,  Massa- 
chusetts ;  J.  C.  Dorgan,  New  York ;  John  M.  Mul- 
land,  Ohio.  The  names  of  delegates  were  then 
received,  and  the  treasurer.  Dr.  J.  Anton,  Ohio, 
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read  his  report,  it  being  referred  to  the  finance 
committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  drugs  was  next 
received.  This  committee  of  five  was  appointed 
at  the  last  meeting  to  investigate  and  report  to  the 
association  the  names  of  manufacturers  vending 
genuine  and  those  selling  spurious  or  adulterated 
medicines.  The  committee  reported  a  resolution 
providing  for  the  appointnient  of  five  physicians, 
not  pecuniarily  interested,  to  be  known  as  the 
"committee  on  pharmacopoeia,"  for  whose  conduct 
duties  are  prescribed.  Considerable  discussion 
arose  upon  this  point.  Dr.  R.  S.  Newton,  Sr.,  of 
New  York,  speaking  at  considerable  length.  Prof. 
Davis,  of  Chicago,  made  a  motion  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  further  discussion  on  this  report  until 
afternoon. 

Adjournment  was  then  taken  until  afternoon. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Shortly  after  2  o'clock  the  association  was  again 
called  to  order  by  President  King,  and,  on  motion, 
the  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Alexander  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  this  association  adopt  the  Amer- 
ican Dispejisatory  as  its  standard  authority. 

After  some  discussion,  this  resolution  was 
adopted. 

STATE   REPORTS. 

The  first  State  report  of  the  session  was  read  by 
Dr.  V.  A.  Baker,  of  Michigan,  being  upon  the 
"  Status  of  Eclectic  Medicine  in  Michigan."  This 
address  outlined  the  progress  of  this  school  in  that 
State,  and  their  late  struggle  to  obtain  a  chair  in 
the  State  University,  an  effort  which  promises  suc- 
cess. Dr.  W.  S.  Latta,  Nebraska,  read  a  report  of 
the  work  in  his  State,  being  followed  by  Dr.  J.  V. 
Lewis,  Ohio.  On  the  part  of  Eclecticism  in  other 
States,  Drs.  J.  Milton  Walsh,  Kansas,  and  B.  L. 
Yeagley,  Pennsylvania,  gave  short  addresses. 

SPECIAL   REPORTS, 

Under  the  head  of  special  reports.  Dr.  V.  A. 
Baker,  of  Michigan,  read  a  paper  upon  Typhoid 
Fever,  synopsis  of  the  treatment,  sanitary  conditions 
and  symptoms  of  the  disease  being  given.  Dr. 
Henry  Olin,  Chicago;  Alexander  Thompson,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  others  spoke  upon  the  same  subject. 
At  the  close  of  this  discussion,  Dr.  A.  J.  Howe 
lauded  short  papers,  believing  that  the  reading  of 
long  papers  could  be  dispensed  with.  Debate  upon 
short,  snappy  papers,  the  speaker  thought,  brought 
new  knowledge. 

"  The  contest  in  Pennsylvania  "  was  the  subject 
of  a  paper  by  Dr.  J.  R.  Borland.  It  was  a  candid 
and  clear  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  the 
cause  in  that  State. 

The  following  report  was  next  presented : 

"  We,  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  after  due 
examination  into  the  case  of  George  H.  Field, 
M.  D.,  and  J.  M.  Hole,  M.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  report 
that  they  are  not  entitled  to  representation  as  dele- 
gates to  the  N.  E.  M.  Association." 

Over  this  report  there  was  some  debate,  but  on 
the  testimony  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
the  report  was  adopted.  Dr.  Morgan  L.  Filkins, 
of  New  York,  spoke  m  the  minority.  The  Presi- 
dent stated  that  proposed  delegate  Field  was  an 
expelled  member  of  the  National  Association. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Howe  at  this  point  opened  an  excited 
debate  upon  a  question  of  unprofessional  conduct 
by  preferring  a  charge  of  that  nature  against  Dr. 
Morgan  L.  Filkins,  of  Albany,  New  York.  The 
speaker  said  that  he  held  in  his  hand  an  advertising 
sheet  of  a  bombastic  nature,  and  that  he  would 
tender  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 


This  committee  returned  the  following  report, 
action  on  which  was  deferred  until  the  evening 
session : 

'••We,  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  upon  ex- 
amination of  the  charges  against  Morgan  L.  Filkins, 
M.  D.,  by  A.  J.  Howe,  M.  D.,  on  the  practice  of  ad- 
vertising in  a  bold  and  bombastic  manner,  do  find 
M.  L.  Filkins  guilty  of  said  charge  in  the  grossest 
manner,  and  in  a  way  altogether  unworthy  of  an 
honest  professional  conduct,  and  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  the  Association." 

An  important  report  on  "  State  Legislation  in 
Medicine,"  by  Dr.  S.  B.  Munn,  Connecticut,  was 
made. 

Dr.  James  M.  Hale,  Ohio,  spoke  upon  "  Medical 
Hygiene."     The  article  was  an  exhaustive  one. 

"  The  Prevalent  Diseases  of  Michigan  and 
Canada  "  seemed  a  very  broad  subject  to  Dr.  J.  R. 
Kermott,  Michigan,  who  only  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  subject. 

Upon  "Stimulants,"  Dr.  R.  E.  Kunze  spoke  at 
considerable  length. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  discussion,  adjourn- 
ment was  taken  until  evening. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

At  the  opening  of  the  evening  session.  Secretary 
Wilder  read  a  communication  from  the  Ohio  State 
Association,  recommending  such  by-laws  as  the 
State  Association  passed  Tuesday,  in  which  pro- 
vision is  made  against  advertisers  who  pretend  to 
be  eclectics.  A  motion  was  made  referring  the 
communication  to  a  committee  of  three  for  con- 
sideration and  presentation  before  the  Association 
to-morrow  morning. 

The  chair  appointed  Drs.  J.  Anton,  Melbrey 
Green,  H.  B.  Piper. 

The  case  of  Dr.  Morgan  L.  Filkins,  postponed 
from  the  afternoon  session,  was  next  taken  up,  and 
after  a  very  animated  discussion,  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  adopted,  and  a  motion  passed 
giving  Dr.  Filkins  the  privilege  of  withdrawing 
from  the  Association. 


SECOND  DAY — MORNING   SESSION. 

President  King  first  introduced  Rev.  T.  M. 
House,  who  offered  prayer. 

Secretary  Dr.  Wilder  read  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Charles  Band,  Nebraska,  inclosing  a  check  for 
$75  as  a  contribution  toward  the  expenses  in- 
curred during  the   present  session. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr. 
J.  M.  Scudder,  Ohio,  and  fully  debated  : 

Resolved,  (i)  That  this  association  recognize 
the  following  Eclectic  colleges  as  being  in  good 
standing,  and  recommend  that  they  receive  the 
support  of  our  profession  :  Eclectic  Medical  In- 
stitute, Cincinnati;  American  Medical  College, 
New  York ;  Bennett  Medical  College,  Chicago ; 
United  States  Medical  College,  New  York.  (2) 
That  we  approve  the  courses  of  instruction 
adopted,  and  especially  recommend  to  students  a 
graded  course  of  three  years,  or  attendance  upon 
three  or  more  courses  of  lectures. 

Dr.  McMasters,  Michigan,  offered  the  following 
substitute  for  by-law  No.  5  : 

(Qualifications  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine.— Medical  colleges  in  good  standing  with  this 
association  shall  require  that  each  and  every 
graduate  shall  be  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
have  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  for  three 
years  under  the  supervision  of  a  reputable  phy- 
sician, or  in  a  reputable  medical  college,  and  have 
attended  at  least  two  full  terms  of  instruction  of 
at  least  five  months'  duration,  with  an  interval  of 
five  months,  the  last  of  which  shall  have  been  in 
the  college  conferring  the  degree. 
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Dr.  Henry  Olin,  Chicago,  and  others  thought 
that  the  colleges  mentioned  should  not  be  sup- 
ported to  the  exclusion  of  all  others. 

The  vote  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
stood  twenty-eight  to  thirty  against  the  measure. 

Dr.  Scudder  again  advocated  national  recogni- 
tion of  colleges  as  all-important,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  carried. 

The  motion  for  the  adoption  of  Dr.  McMaster's 
substitute  was  next  carried. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Ohio  society  reported  in  favor  of 
the  suggestion  as  an  amendment  to  by-law  3.  The 
amendment  is  as  follows  : 

While  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  every  physi- 
cian to  present  himself  before  the  public  in  an 
honorable  manner,  and  to  state  he  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  any  particular  disease,  no  member  of 
this  Association  shall  advertise  himself  by  hand- 
bills, circulars,  publications  of  certificates  of  cures, 
or  any  such  means,  nor  advertise  himself  as  be- 
longing to  this  Association,  or  any  auxiliary  so- 
ciety, or  any  medical  college. 

Any  member  knowing  of  any  violation  of  this 
provision  by  members  of  this  or  any  auxiliary  so- 
ciety advertising  himself  as  such  shall  inform  the 
executive  committee  of  the  matter,  with  all  the 
facts  in  his  possession,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
oi  said  committee,  thereupon,  to  publish  the  facts 
in  some  public  journal  circulating  in  the  region 
where  such  offense  has  been  committed. 

[Signed]  Milbrey  Green, 

James  Anton, 
H.  B.  Piper, 

Committee. 

An  interesting  and  careful  address  was  deliv- 
ered by  Dr.  J.  A.  Jeancon,  Ohio,  upon  "  Lym- 
phatic Glands,"  the  address  being  illustrated  with 
several  fine  charts.  The  nature  and  action  of  the 
blood  was  analyzed. 

afternoon  session. 

At  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session  Presi- 
dent Dr.  King  called  for  the  reading  of  unfin- 
ished reports. 

In  the  lull  of  business  at  this  point.  Dr.  Parker, 
Ohio,  exhibited  to  the  Association  the  heart  of  a 
woman  from  which  a  burdock  burr  had  been 
taken  by  him  in  post-mortem.  The  case  was  one 
that  had  occasioned  interest  in  the  State  meet- 
ing, and  Dr.  Henry  Olin,  Chicago,  added  a  short 
examination  of  the  diseased  heart.  It  was  the 
doctor's  opinion  that  the  burr  might  have  en- 
tered many  years  before  death,  by  sudden  inhala- 
tion, into  the  lungs,  and  from  thence  to  the  heart. 
He  pronounced  it  one  of  the  most  peculiar  cases 
upon  record. 

Of  the  unfinished  reports  the  following  v^^ere  re- 
ported and  entered  by  title :  "  Diphtheria,"  Dr. 
J.  M.  MulhoUand  ;  "  A  brief  history  of  Eclectic 
Medicine,"  Dr.  John  M.  Scudder  ;  "  Asthma,"  Dr. 
W.  H.  Davis;  "Hernia,"  Dr.  R.  A.  Gunn;  "Cal- 
culus Difficulties,"  Dr.  W.  H.  Hawley;  "  Cimici- 
fugaandits  Therapeutical  Virtues,"  Dr.  M.  Her- 
marace  ;  "  Salicylic  Acid,"  Dr.  R.  E.  Kunze  ;  "  Dia- 
betes," Dr.  J.  V.  Lewis  ;  "  Medical  Education," 
Dr.  S.  H.Potter;  "Specific  Diagnosis,"  Dr.  J.  M. 
Scudder;  "Scrofula and  its  kindred  Diseases,"  Dr. 
CD.  Thompson;  "Female  Hygiene,"  Mrs.  Dr. 
R.  V.  Anton  ;  "  Puerperal  Convulsions,"  Mrs.  Dr. 
Mary  C.  Nivison. 

The  purpose  of  the  convention  being  more  to 
advance  the  cause  of  Eclecticism  than  to  educate 
the  comparative  few  present,  their  reading  was 
dispensed  with. 

The  Bureau  of  Correspondence  made  their  re- 
port by  Dr.  Newton,  of  New  York.     The  effort  of 


the  Bureau  had  been  to  procure  legislative  recog- 
nition for  Eclectic  physicians,  a  measure  to  place 
them  upon  equal '  footing  with  those  of  the  old 
school. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  next  reported 
the  following  list  of  officers  for  the  coming  year : 

President — Milbrey  Green,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

First  Vice-President— J.  B.  Shultz,  M.  D.,  Indi- 
ana. 

Second  Vice-President — A.  G.  Springsteen,  M. 
D.,  Ohio. 

Third  Vice-President— H.  B.  Piper,  M.  D.,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Secretary — Alexander  Wilder,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

Treasurer — James  Anton,  M.  D.,  Ohio. 

The  vote  was  taken  on  the  next  place  of  meet- 
ing, and  Chicago  was  chosen. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  this 
measure : 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  we  have  found  that 
the  eclectic  physicians  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
have  accepted  the  "Eclectic  Medical  Society  of 
Missouri  "  as  the  society  of  the  State  representing 
their  interest,  we  therefore  recommend  that  this 
society  be  accepted  as  the  only  society  of  said  State 
from  which  delegates  to  the  National  E.  M.  Asso- 
ciation will  be  received. 

The  secretary  was  voted  $100  and  the  treasurer 
$25  for  their  individual  expenses.  A  vote  of  thanks 
was  tendered  to  President  King. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Howe  exhibited  a  case  of  tumor  of  the 
cheek  in  an  old  gentleman,  and  the  subject  was 
examined  by  several  other  physicians. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  clinical  case.  Dr.  E. 
Younkin,  Missouri,  read  a  paper  upon  the  subject 
of  the  proper  attainments  for  conferring  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  S.  P.  Yost  offered  a  resolution  as  follows : 

Whereas,  Dr.  M.  L.  Filkins,  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
having  been  guilty  of  injudicious  advertising,  and 
having  been  allowed  to  withdraw  from  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  having  failed  to  withdraw,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Filkins  be  expelled  from  this 
Association. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  next  annual  meeting  will 
be  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  June,  1880. 

Dr.  Merrill,  Missouri,  read  a  paper  on  "Improve- 
ments in  Pharmacy."  Dr.  Olin,  Illinois,  followed 
upon  "  Diseases  of  the  Cornea." 

A  bureau  on  electricity  was  established. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  until  evening. 

evening  session. 

The  evening  session  opened  with  President  King 
in  the  chair,  and  on  motion  the  new  officers  were 
installed. 

President  Dr.  Milbrey  Green  gave  by  title  an 
article  upon  the  "  Status  of  Eclecticism  in  Mas- 
sachusetts." 

Dr.  Orin  Davis,  New  York,  gave  an  address 
upon  the  subject  of  "Art  and  Dress  Culture." 

Considerable  discussion  was  indulged  in  upon 
the  subject  of  legislative  recognition.  Dr.  Lewis, 
Ohio,  and  Dr.  Wilder,  New  York,  spoke  at  length, 
encouraging  unity  and  vigorous  political  action. 
Dr.  Wilder  advocated  petitioning  the  State  legis- 
lature as  a  measure  that  would  ultimately  influence 
the  National  Government.  Medical  bigotry,  the 
speaker  said,  was  the  curse  of  the  land. 

Dr.  King  moved  that  it  be  provided  that  in  future 
years  the  Association  shall  hold  its  session  for  three 
days,  and  that  on  the  third  day  the  officers  shall 
be  elected. 

Adjourned. 
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MORNING  SESSION. 

President  Dr.  Milbrey  Green,  Massachusetts, 
called  the  meeting  to  order  shortly  after  9  o'clock. 

It  was  resolved,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Alexander 
Wilder,  "  that  this  Association  take  this  occasion 
to  express  its  consideration  of  the  debt  of  gratitude 
to  Dr.  Long,  of  Georgia,  the  discoverer  of  anaesthe- 
sia, and  agree  to  unite  in  any  public  endeavor  to 
do  honor  to  his  memory." 

Dr.  Newton,  New  York,  suggested  that  a  steno- 
grapher be  employed  in  future  meetings  to  report 
in  full  discussions,  that  they  may  appear  in  the 
volumes  of  the  annual  proceedings.  American 
eclectics  do  not  write  enough,  and  what  expres- 
sions are  made  at  the  annual  meetings  would  make 
the  most  valuable  volume  that  might  be  compiled. 


The  remainder  of  the  morning  session  was 
devoted  to  reports  of  cases  occurring  in  practice. 

The  afternoon  session  was  taken  up  with  further 
reports  of  cases  and  congratulatory  addresses. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  to  the 
time  and  place  already  designated. 

Dr.  M.  L.  Filkins,  who  was  expelled  from  the 
National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  gathered 
about  him  a  number  of  dissatisfied  members  and 
organized  another  association  and  dubbed  it  the 
"  American  Institute  of  Eclectic  Medicine  of  the 
United  States."  He  was  selected  as  president, 
and  a  full  corps  of  officers  was  elected.  The  new 
organization  proposes  perfect  freedom  in  the  mat- 
ter of  advertising. 


Clippings. 


Anhydrotic-COTOIn.— The  London  Medical 
Record  states  that  Dr.  Fronmiiller  observed  in 
the  case  of  a  phthisical  patient,  suffering  at  the 
same  time  from  colliquative  diarrhea  and  sweat- 
ing, that,  under  the  use  of  full  doses  of  tincture 
of  coto,  both  these  symptoms  disappeared.  The 
absence  of  any  injurious  effect  on  digestion  gives 
coto  a  great  advantage  over  other  remedies  used 
to  arrest  sweating,  such  as  tannin,  lead,  nitrate  of 
silver,  aconite,  alum,  etc. 


According  to  Harper's  Weekly,  the  members 
of  the  New  York  Medical  Club  were  invited  to  an 
entertainment,  a  few  years  ago,  by  Dr.  H.  D. 
Paine,  of  that  city,  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  SCIENS,  SOCIALITE,  SOBRIETE." 

DOCTORES — Ducum  nex  mundi  nitu  Panes  ;  tri- 
tucum  at  ait.  Expecto  meta  fumen  tu  te  &  eta 
beta  pi.  Super  attento,  uno.  Dux,  hamor  clam 
pati,  sum  parates,  homine,  ices,  jam,  etc.  Sideror 
hoc.     Anser. 

"  FESTO  REASONAN   FLOAS  SOLE." 


The  Treatment  of  Acne  by  Sulphide  of 
Calcium. — Mr.  Howard  Carre  details  two  cases 
out  of  a  series  of  sixteen,  in  which  he  has  used 
sulphide  of  calcium  with  great  success  in  obstinate 
cases  of  acne  which  had  resisted  other  methods  of 
treatment.  He  uses  it  in  doses  of  from  -^^  to  \ 
grain  four  to  six  times  daily,  giving  at  the  same 
time  a  face-powder  of  precipitated  sulphur,  and 
paying  the  strictest  attention  to  the  diet.  He  gave 
it  in  the  form  of  powder  mixed  with  a  few  grains 
of  loaf  sugar,  with  directions  that  it  be  kept  in  a 
tightly-stoppered  bottle.  He  cautions  the  patient 
not  to  wear  metallic  ornaments  during  treatment, 
as  the  sulphureted  hydrogen  given  off  from  the 
lungs  and  skin  forms  with  the  metals  a  sulphide 
which  greatly  tarnishes  them. —  The  Lancet,  Aug- 
ust 17,  1878. 


Therapeutic  Use  of  Boldo. — I  have  recently 
had  under  my  charge  a  lady  who  for  four  months 
suffered  from  gall-stone,  and  the  threatened  return 
of  similar  attacks,  together  with  hepatic  trouble, 
subperitoneal  inflammation,  etc.,  etc.  She  had 
been  treated  by  me  on  scientific  principles  with  the 
best  modern  remedies,  but  still  suffered  from  that 
peculiar  "gall-stone,  wedge-like  pain."  Having 
tried  tincture  of  boldo  with  benefit  in  other  cases, 
I  put  her  upon  the  use  of  a  strong  tincture  in  doses 
of  20  to  25  drops  three  times  a  day.  Since  employ- 
ing this  last  prescription  the  pain  has  entirely  left 
her,  she  is  bright  and  cheerful,  and  pronounces 
herself  to  be  perfectly  well  and  cured.     I  have  like- 


wise used  this  remedy  (i)  with  benefit  in  a  case  of 
gastro-intestinal  debility,  arising  from  gout  and  its 
consequent  pain ;  (2)  in  a  case  of  cardiac  neural- 
gia, and  (3)  with  improvement  in  the  case  of  a 
patient  suffering  from  periodical  attacks  of  dipso- 
mania. I  think  that  in  the  latter  it  lessened  the 
desire  for  drink,  and  gave  more  tone  to  the  stom- 
ach and  intestines. — Sajnl.  W.  Francis,  M.  D.,  in 
New  Remedies. 


New  Remedy  for  Dysentery. — In  the  In- 
dian Medical  Gazette  for  October  ist,  1878,  there 
is  an  interesting  account  of  a  new  remedy  for  dys- 
entery, "  which  promises  to  rival  ipecacuanha  in  its 
power  over  acute  dysentery."  The  credit  of  bring- 
ing this  remedy  to  notice  belongs  to  Assistant- 
Surgeon  Umrito  Lall  Deb,  attached  to  the  Howrah 
General  Hospital.  This  gentlemen  reports,  and 
his  report  is  confirmed  by  Surgeon-Major  R.  Bird, 
M.  D.,  Civil  Surgeon  of  Howrah,  that  the  root  of 
the  plant  called  in  Bengalee  Rungun,  belonging  to 
the  genus  Ixora,  "  is  very  efficacious  in  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  dysentery."  Dr.  King,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Calcutta  Botanical  Garden,  identified 
the  plants  used  in  the  trials  at  Howrah  as  belong- 
ing to  the  species  /.  Coccinea  and  /.  Bandhuca. 
It  is  claimed  for  this  remedy  that  it  has  the  virtues 
of  ipecacuanha  without  the  nauseating  properties 
of  that  valuable  drug.  At  Howrah,  the  remedy 
was  used  in  doses  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  grains, 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  of  the  fresh  root  ground 
to  a  pulp  on  a  "curry  stone,"  with  a  piece  of  long 
pepper,  administered  suspended  in  water.  Exten- 
sive trials  are  now  being  made -in  India  of  this  new 
remedy.  A  tincture  has  also  been  prepared  of  the 
fresh  root. — British  Medical  Journal. 


A  New  Remedy — Sabal  Serrulata— Saw 
Palmetto. — The  sabal  serrulata  is  indigenous  to 
the  southern  coast,  near  Charleston  and  Savannah, 
and  many  places  along  the  coast  of  Florida. 
Medical  attention  was  called  to  it  by  its  superior 
fat  producing  properties  in  animals  that  feed  upon 
its  fruit.  It  was  noticed  that  as  soon  as  the  ber- 
ries matured,  the  animals  that  feed  upon  them 
grew  very  sleek  and  fat.  A  physician  (Dr.  Reed) 
noticing  the  very  marked  health  of  the  animals  that 
feed  upon  the  berries  that  grow  upon  the  sabal 
serrulata,  concluded  to  try  it  as  medicine,  and  the 
result  was  that  he  found  the  berries  to  improve 
the  digestion,  increase  flesh,  strength  and  weight, 
and  readily  relieve  irritation  of  mucous  tissues, 
especially  that  of  the  nose  and  air  passages.  He 
used  it  in  catarrh,  ozoena,  and  chronic  bronchitis, 
with  prompt  success.  One  experimenter  used  it 
in  whooping-cough  with  prompt  success.     There 
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are  several  persons  using  it  in  this  city,  and  they 
say  with  happy  success,  in  catarrh  and  ozoena. 
Several  persons  used  it  here  last  winter  in  old  bron- 
chial coughs,  and  they  say  with  the  best  success. 
I  took  a  dose  of  it  one  hour  before  meal  time,  and 
it  gave  me  an  appetite  for  my  dinner,  which  I  had 
not  had  for  some  time.  I  am  fully  of  the  opinion 
that  it  will  prove  valuable  in  coughs,  colds  and 
debility  generally.     Try  it. — Medical  Brief. 


Researches  on  the  Tree  which  Produces 
"Goa"  Powder.— (Dr.  Da  SilvaLima.)  The  au- 
thor has  received  the  following  information  from 
Dr.  Ramiro  A.  Monteiro  : 

"  The  tree  which  yields  the  araroba  or  Goa 
powder  is  known  in  the  districts  where  this  in- 
dustry flourishes  under  the  name  angelim  amar- 
gosa  ('  bitter  angelim  ').  The  word  angelim  is 
not  now  understood.  The  tree  belongs  to  the 
natural  order  leguminosae ;  and  the  appellation 
'  bitter  '  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  ligneous  por- 
tion resembles  good  cinchona  in  flavor  and  bitter- 
ness. It  is  found  in  company  with  another  tree, 
belonging  probably  to  the  same  genus,  namely, 
andira  anthebnintica,  Benth.,  which  has  anthel- 
mintic properties.  There  is  also  an  angelim  dolce 
('  sweet  angelim,'  attdira  vermifugd)  and  an  an- 
gelim pedra  {andira  spectabilis"). 

The  araroba  tree  occurs  abundantly  in  the  for- 
ests of  Camamu,  Igrapiuna,  Santarem,  Taperoa, 
and  Valen9ia,  of  the  province  of  Bahia.  It  attains 
a  very  large  size,  one  to  two  metres  in  diameter, 
and  twenty  to  thirty  metres  in  height. 

The  goa  powder  is  contained  in  more  or  less 
narrow  fissures  and  chinks  in  the  ligneous  por- 
tion, running  mostly  through  the  whole  length  of 
the  trunk,  and  becoming  narrower  above.  It  is 
customary  to  cut  down  the  tree,  to  saw  it  into  sec- 
tions, and  then  to  split  the  blocks  open  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  fissures,  when  the  powder  is  readily 
obtained.  There  is  scarcely  any  doubt  that  the 
original  tree  is  either  an  andira  or  a  cisalpina. — 
Z'  Union  Pharmaceuiique. 


Nitrite  of  Amyl  in  Congestive  Chills. — 
In  the  November  number  of  the  Recorder,  I  see 
that  Dr.  T.  W.  Rankin  advises  the  hypodermic  in- 
jection of  belladonna  in  "  congestive  chills,"  and 
his  cases  show  that  the  treatment  is  good. 

I  treat  such  cases  as  follows :  Let  the  patient 
inhale  from  .18  to  .30 of  nitrite  of  amyl;  and  with- 
in from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  the  surface  be- 
comes warm,  breathing  natural,  and  circulation 
restored.  Then  have  the  patient  bathed  with  the 
following : 


3. 


Mix. 


Spts.  frumenti,  15  ounces  (480.00). 
Tinct.  capsici,  i  ounce  (32.00). 
Quinise  sulph.,  i  drachm  (4.00). 


Also  give  a  tablespoonful  of  the  foUowmg  mix- 
ture, every  hour,  till  reaction  is  fully  established  : 

5.     Ammonii  carbonatis,  40  grains  (2.50), 
Syr.  aurantii,  3  ounces  (g6.oo). 
Spts.  frumenti,  i  ounce  (32.00). 
Creasoti,  8  drops  (0.48). 
Mix. 

Should  the  pulse  flag,  repeat  the  inhalation  of 
the  amyl,  but  be  careful  not  to  use  too  much,  or 
too  often.  As  soon  as  the  reaction  is  well  estab- 
lished, stop  the  ammonia  mixture,  and  give  freely 
of  quinine  in  solution.  Do  not  trust  it  in  pill  or 
powder,  for  it  may  not  be  absorbed. 

I  also  get  good  results  from  the  inhalation  of 
nitrite  of  amyl  in  the  collapse  of  cholera  morbus, 
and  should  expect  to  derive  benefit  from  it  in  the 
collapse  of  cholera. —  Wm.  R.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Caro, 
III.,  in  Ohio  Recorder. 


Chrysophanic  acid  in  Diseases  of  the 
Skin.— Dr.  Walter  Smith  sums  up  the  knowledge 
that  we  have  at  present  in  the  following  words  : 
(i)  Chrysophanic  acid  is  a  powerful  local  stimu- 
lant, not,  however,  tending  towards  vesiccation  or 
ulceration.  Its  action  in  this  capacity  is  best  illus- 
trated in  psoriasis.  (2)  It  also  possesses  undoubted 
parasiticide  power.  (3)  It  is  a  most  efficient  rem- 
edy in  two  parasitic  affections,  viz.,  ringworm  of 
the  body  and  tinea  versicolor.  (4)  In  ringworm  of 
the  scalp  it  frequently  fails,  owing  to  causes  that 
militate  against  all  remedies  as  yet  tried.  (5)  In 
favus  it  has  not  as  yet,  so  far  as  is  known,  had  a 
trial.  (6)  As  a  destroyer  of  animal  parasites  its 
efficacy  remains  to  be  proved.  It  would  probably 
be  of  service  in  some  cases  of  scabies  and  in  pedi- 
cularia.  (7)  Internally,  as  Dr.  Ashburton  Thomp- 
son has  shown,  it  is  an  emetic  purge.  (8)  Alizarin, 
a  substance  belonging  to  the  same  group  of  bodies 
as  chrysophanic  acid,  upon  several  grounds  appears 
to  deserve  a  more  extended  trial  in  diseases  of  the 
skin.  The  acid  is  open  to  certain  disadvantages 
now  tolerably  well  known.  Of  these,  the  staining 
of  the  skin  and  dyeing  of  the  hair  are  the  least,  for 
they  quickly  disappear  when  the  use  of  the  drug 
is  suspended,  and  by  simple  precautions  the  dis- 
coloration of  the  patient's  pillow,  linen,  etc.,  can 
be  avoided ;  but  the  irritant  qualities  of  the  acid 
are  more  marked,  and  in  more  than  one  case  Dr. 
Smith  has  been  obliged  to  discontinue  its  use,  even 
when  fully  diluted — 20  grs.  or  less  to  3  i — on  ac- 
count of  the  oedema,  irritation  and  pain  provoked 
by  it. — Dublin  Jour^tal  of  Medical  Science. 

The  Brazilian  Tea  —  Mate. — People  who 
read  have  long  been  acquainted  to  some  extent 
with  the  mate,  or  at  least  with  its  history  and  use. 
A  pamphlet  is  before  us,  written  by  Dr.  Zaremba, 
of  Chicago,  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  the 
tea  as  a  substitute  for  the  China  herb.  An  inter- 
esting history  is  given  of  the  method  of  preparing, 
the  article  in  Brazil,  from  which  large  quantities 
are  supplied  to  various  countries  of  South  America 
and  to  Mexico.  Its  physiological  relations  are 
minutely  set  forth,  and  it  is  represented  as  possess- 
ing valuable  therapeutic  properties.  The  mate  is 
the  product  of  the  ilex  paraguayensis ;  syn.  ilex 
mate,  psoralea  glandulosa.  It  grows  abundantly 
in  the  semi-tropical  regions  of  South  America. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  are  prominently 
interested  in  its  introduction  in  the  United  States. 
A  number  of  years  ago,  during  a  sojourn  of  a  fort- 
night at  Manzanilla,  on  the  western  coast  of  Mex- 
ico, the  senior  editor  of  this  journal  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  something  of  the  nature  of  this 
tea.  He  was  quartered  at  the  house  of  a  wealthy 
German  merchant  doing  business  at  that  place, 
and  who  used  no  other  drink.  An  ordinary  tea- 
drinker  or  coffee-drinker  would  deem  its  qualities 
rather  negative.  It  is  certainly  wanting  in  the 
power  of  producing  any  very  prompt  effects,  either 
stimulating  or  narcotic.  The  writer  did  not  form 
a  very  strong  attachment  to  it,  but  this  was  proba- 
bly due  to  want  of  education  in  its  use,  as  the 
German  gentleman  was  very  fond  of  it,  and  praised 
it  with  enthusiasm.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  its 
good  qualities,  we  feel  quite  certain  that  it  can  do 
no  harm-'-unless  prepared  in  some  other  way  than 
by  Meinherr  at  Manzanilla. — Pacific  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Rhamnus  Catharticus  {Buckthorn  Berries). 
— When  used  in  doses  short  of  cathartic  action, 
this  is  a  most  excellent  antisyphilitic.  I  always 
prescribe  it  during  the  eruptive  stage  of  secondary 
syphilis.  It  most  certainly  hastens  the  process  of 
eruption  ;  keeps  the  bowels  in  a  laxative  condition  ; 
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favors  determination  of  the  disease  to  the  skin,  and 
often  obviates  the  more  troublesome  internal  ap- 
pearances :  ulcerative  sore  throat,  secondary  ab- 
scesses, bone  and  periosteal  affections.  It  is  my 
ideal  alterative  in  all  pustular,  strumous  and  ulcer- 
ative conditions.  Beneficial  effects  are  only  to  be 
expected  from  small  doses,  as  it  is  a  powerful 
emetocathartic  when  given  in  large  doses,  causing 
tormina  and  other  very  distressing  symptoms.  Not 
that  I  always  rely  entirely  on  this  agent  in  the 
above  named  conditions,  but  that  I  do  consider  it 
a  most  satisfactory  so-called  alterative. 

I  have  administered  it  in  many  cases  of  second- 
ary syphilis,  when  it  apparently  accomplished  what 
I  had  not  expected  of  any  vegetable  product,  and 
in  one  case  it  was  so  satisfactory  in  its  action  that 
no  syphilitic  symptoms  followed  the  eruption, 
which  was  very  profuse,  and  as  seemed  to  me, 
rendered  so  by  the  drug,  and  the  patient  received 
no  other  medicine.  Several  years  have  now  passed 
and  there  has  been  no  return  of  the  disease.  I 
suggested  this  agent  to  a  few  of  my  friends  (phy- 
sicians), who  have  reported  equally  favorable  re- 
sults. 

I  must  say  that  I  have  not  obtained  as  satisfac- 
tory results  from  our  fluid  extracts  as  from  cold  in- 
fusions, yet  with  proper  selections  as  to  manufac- 
turers, I  think  this  will  be  the  least  of  our  difficul- 
ties. I  begin  with  ten  drops  of  the  fluid  extract 
four  times  a  day,  and  increase  the  dose  until  I  pro- 
duce a  laxative  effect  on  the  bowels,  and  continue 
this  dose  during  treatment. — K,  in  Am.  Med. 
Journal. 


Viburnum  Prunifolium. — I  have  had  much 
and  varied  success  in  the  use  of  viburnum.  At 
first  I  used  the  viburnum  in  cases  of  abortions  and 
miscarriages,  and  always  with  success  if  the  mem- 
branes had  not  been  ruptured  previous  to  my  visit, 
as  the  following  cases  will  show,  representing  also 
many  others  :  On  the  28th  of  November  last  I 
was  called  to  see  Mrs.  W. ;  found  her  having  active 
labor  pains  every  five  minutes.  She  was  six  months 
pregnant — the  membranes  not  ruptured.  I  gave 
one  teaspoonful  tincture  viburnum.  In  twenty 
minutes  repeated  the  dose.  In  ten  minutes  more 
pain  stopped  and  the  woman  asleep.  I  ordered 
medicine  repeated  upon  least  return  of  pain,  and 
for  a  few  days  to  take  a  dose  every  four  or  six 
hours.  Child  carried  to  full  term.  The  following 
day  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  B.,  in  labor  at  full 
time.  Child  delivered,  and  followed  by  haemor- 
hage.'  I  used  means  to  stop  that  immediately,  and 
in  one  hour  left  the  woman  doing  well.  In  a  few 
hours  was  recalled  and  was  urged  to  give  "some- 
thing to  stop  these  severe  and  unbearable  after- 
pains."  Now,  I  immediately  reasoned  in  this  way: 
If  viburnum  pays  its  attention  directly  to  the  womb 
to  stop  pain  in  an  abortion,  why  will  it  not  stop 
pain  after  delivery?  Two  doses  given  as  above 
stopped  the  pain,  and  ordered  to  be  repeated  if 
necessary.  The  case  had  no  further  trouble.  Now, 
can  it  be  objected  that  it  is  not  best  to  stop  after- 
pains  ?  Do  after-pains  protect  parturient  woman 
in  any  way.-"  If  it  is  nature's  own  work  for  her 
protection,  then  why  do  some  women  never  have 
after-pains  ?  With  viburnum,  I  think  I  can  safely 
say,  let  no  woman  suffer  with  them.  Recently  I 
have  prescribed  the  viburnum  in  maenorrhagia,  less- 
ening and  controlling  the  flow ;  and  in  dysmen- 
orrhoea,  controlling  the  pain  at  will ;  and  in  one 
case  of  uterine  neuralgia  I  used  it  with  marked  and 
almost  certain  effect.  This  opens  up  a  wide  field 
in  practice,  and  I  would  like  to  hear  of  the  experi- 
ence of  "our  medical  friends"  generally  through 
the  Record,  in  the  use  of  this  agent. — Southern 
Medical  Record. 


Gelsemium  in  Facial  Neuralgia. — A  cer- 
tain school  of  practitioners  place  great  dependence 
on  gelsemium  as  a  therapeutic  agent,  and  notwith- 
standing the  suspicion  which  certain  practitioners 
of  another  school  would  cast  upon  it,  there  exists 
abundant  testimony  to  its  value  in  properly  selected 
cases.  The  National  Dispensatory,  by  Stille  and 
Maisch,  lately  issued,  speaks  of  it  as  "  one  of  those 
too  numerous  remedies  which  have  been  used  in  a 
great  variety  of  sthenic  febrile  diseases  upon  no 
better  ground  than  their  power  of  lowering  the 
pulse  and  depressing  the  nervous  system.  Incal- 
culable mischief  has  been  caused  by  them,  and 
more  is  likely  to  be  occasioned  by  gelsemium  in 
febrile  affections."  Such  testimony  from  such  a 
source  is  not  calculated  to  predispose  one  in  favor 
of  this  article ;  but  when  it  is  known  that  Prof. 
Stille  condemns  salicylic  acid  much  more  roundly, 
and  accuses  it  of  "incalculable  mischief,"  that  the 
Dispensatory  ascribes  to  grindelia  robusta  and 
grindelia  squarrosa  similar  therapeutic  properties, 
and  that  of  all  the  drugs  introduced  to  the  profes- 
sion within  the  past  few  years  it  regards  jabo- 
randi  as  alone  entitled  to  favor,  the  force  of  its  ob- 
jection to  gelsemium  will  be  materially  weakened. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  I  could  with  safety  appeal 
to  the  readers  of  the  News  for  testimony  in  favor 
of  gelsemium  as  an  antipyretic,  but  it  is  not  the 
purpose  of  this  note  to  argue  its  general  merits  ;  I 
wish  merely  to  report  the  following  case  in  testi- 
mony of  its  efficacy  in  facial  neuralgia.  I  had  in 
my  practice  a  case  of  this  painful  and  aggravating 
affection,  which  had  resisted  all  previous  treatment. 
Relief  from  pain  was  only  secured  by  morphia, 
and  this  relief  was  but  temporary.  The  patient 
was  fast  becoming  addicted  to  the  opium  habit, 
when  I  put  him  on  ten-drop  doses  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract of  gelsemium  every  three  hours.  This  was 
two  weeks  ago,  and  to-day  he  came  in  to  thank  me 
for  the  wonderful  relief  it  brought  him.  I  had 
used  the  medicine  in  other  cases  of  a  similar 
nature,  and  with  such  success  as  to  lead  me  to 
regard  it  as  almost  infallible. —  J.  M.  Burgess,  M. 
D.,  171  Michigan  Medical  News. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — We  had  our  attention 
called  to  cascara  sagrada  a  little  over  a  year  ago 
by  a  physician  in  one  of  our  neighboring  towns, 
who  was  then  prescribing  it ;  although  we  had 
heard  about  cascara  prior  to  that  period,  we  had 
never  given  it  a  trial,  thinking  it  might  be  one  of 
those  much-lauded  remedies  without  any  particu- 
lar virtue ;  but  have  since  prescribed  it  in  quite  a 
number  of  cases  where  its  use  seemed  to  be  indi- 
cated, particularly  in  that  most  frequent  and  sub- 
tle malady,  constipation,  for  which  it  is  invaluable, 
its  action  being  decidedly  much  better  than  any- 
thing we  had  heretofore  used. 

It  produces  full,  easy,  pleasant  stools,  without 
any  tormina,  tenesmus,  or  nausea;  neither  is  it 
very  unpleasant  to  the  taste.  Twenty  to  thirty 
drops  of  the  fluid  extract  two  or  three  times  daily 
is  all  that  i^  wanted  to  perfectly  regulate  the  want 
of,  and  to  change  the  perverted  secretions.  It 
acts  upon  the  hepatic  secretions  and  circulation 
more  positively  than  anything  we  ever  gave  before  ; 
constipation  dependent  upon  defective  and  per- 
verted action  of  the  liver,  as  above  stated,  yields  at 
once  to  its  action.  It  acts  upon  the  whole  gastro- 
intestinal canal,  stimulating  its  morbid  condition, 
bringing  back  vitality,  and  stimulating  the  neigh- 
boring glands  to  healthy  action,  completely  restor- 
ing their  tone  and  muscular  power. 

Given  in  smaller  doses  it  is  a  valuable  remedy  in 
dyspepsia,  increasing  the  appetite,  and  giving  tone 
and  vigor  to  the  stomach. 

In   bilious,  intermittent   and   remittent  types  of 
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fever,  cascara  sagrada,  combined  with  gentian 
quinqueflora,  in  doses  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  drops 
each,  administered  every  few  hours  until  a  good 
action  upon  the  bowels  is  produced,  then  at  longer 
intervals,  will  generally  effect  a  cure  in  a  very  short 
time. 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  cascara  in  the  market 
which  is  unreliable.  Our  best  results  have  always 
been  obtained  from  that  manufactured  by  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  Michigan.  We  regard 
cascara  sagrada  as  an  important  addition  to  our 
materia  medica. —  The  Medical  Swnmary. 


Obstinate  Case  of  Chronic  Eczema,  with 
Psoriasis— Confined  to  Knees  and  Elbows 
Cured  by  Chrysophanic  Acid.— This  lady,  set. 
46,  has  been  suffering  with  this  cutaneous  eruption 
about  eighteen  months— may  be  longer.  She  is 
otherwise  in  excellent  health,  of  florid  complexion, 
plethoric,  and  disposed  to  be  corpulent.  There  is 
infiltration  and  thickening  of  the  dermis  over  the 
whole  anterior  aspect  of  the  knees  and  posterior 
part  of  the  elbows — with  crusts  and  fissures  of  ec- 
zema about  the  central  parts  of  the  eruption,  and 
abundant  scales  of  psoriasis  on  the  other  bound- 
aries. The  subjective  symptoms  are  itching  and 
burning.  She  was  disposed  to  be  fleshy,  seemed 
well  nourished,  and  was  free  from  any  traceable 
taint  of  scrofula  or  syphilis. 

As  her  present  condition,  however,  was  bad,  I 
placed  her  under  an  alterative  course  of  mercury 
with  cinchona  for  a  few  weeks ;  then  upon  arsenic, 
iodine,  potash,  etc.  The  first  local  treatment  was 
of  soothing  character — lotions  of  flaxseed,  tea, 
meal  and  water,  ointment  of  oxide  of  zinc,  and 
subsequently,  of  course,  all  the  tars,  precipitates, 
red  and  white  ointment,  gloves,  total  disuse  of 
hands,  etc.,  including  electricity — constant  current. 

The  general  health  was  in  the  course  of  two 
months,  re-established,  though  during  the  time 
there  was  softening  and  suppuration  of  the  glands 
in  one  groin  and  in  both  axillce.  The  local  symp- 
toms, however,  were  most  obstinate  and  persisting. 
Sometimes  there  would  seem  to  be  fair  prospect 
of  recovery,  and  there  seemed  as  much  improve- 
ment under  the  galvanic  current  as  under  any 
other  remedy,  when  some  contretemps  would  oc- 
cur, and  the  whole  work  had  to  be  commenced 
anew.  Finally,  after  about  one  year  of  discourag- 
ing treatment,  I  commencefl  the  use  of  chryso- 
phanic acid.  Ordering  an  ointment  of  one  drachm 
to  the  ounce  of  lard,  I  directed  her  to  apply  it  daily, 
continuing,  at  the  same  time,  the  use  of  gloves. 
The  disease  commenced  to  improve  at  once,  and 
in  a  month  was  nearly  well.  At  this  time — some 
several  months  after  the  discontinuance  of  treat- 
ment— she  makes  no  complaint. 

The  chief  trouble  in  the  use  of  the  acid  was  the 
difficulty  of  thoroughly  incorporating  it  with  the 
menstruum.  No  amount  of  trituration  will  do 
away  with  the  gritty  particles — which  of  them- 
selves, besides  the  essential  nature  of  the  remedy, 
caused,  occasionally,  more  local  irritation  than  was 
desirable.  The  goa  powder,  I  think,  wo'uld  not  be 
liable  to  the  same  objection,  and  in  a  similar  case,  I 
should  resort  to  the  use  of  that. — Medical  Monthly. 


New  Remedies — Cascara,  and  Rhus  Aro- 
MATICA. — Cascara. — We  are  continually  having 
new  remedies  urged  upon  us.  Some  of  them  are 
good ;  others  are  good  for  nothing.  Cascara  sa- 
grada is  one  of  the  most  useful  remedies  that  has 
been  put  upon  the  market  for  a  long  time.  Who 
is  it  that  has  not  felt  the  want  of  some  drug  that 
would  gently  but  certainly  move  the  bowels  and 
keep  them  regular  without  materially  disturbing 
the  stomach  or  other  parts  of  the   system  ?     This 


want  is  felt  most  in  the  cases  of  children.  They 
can't  take  pills  :  castor  oil  is  exceedingly  disagree- 
able, and  is  generally  followed  by  constipation. 
The  fluid  extracts  of  podophyllum  and  leptandra 
nauseate  and  produce  griping,  besides  they  are  ex- 
ceedingly bitter,  and  children  take  them  with  re- 
luctance. But  the  cascara  is  clear  of  all  these  ob- 
jections. It  does  not  taste  bad,  and  when  given 
in  appropriate  doses,  no  nausea  and  but  slight  un- 
easiness is  experienced  from  its  use.  The  fluid 
extract  may  be  combined  with  neutralizing  cordial, 
extract  of  malt,  or  simple  syrup.  For  children,  one 
ounce  of  the  fluid  extract  may  be  added  to  three 
ounces  of  any  of  the  above  articles,  and  the  com- 
bination given  in  teaspoonful  doses  every  two  or 
three  hours,  till  the  bowels  move,  then  two  or  three 
times  a  day  to  keep  the  bowels  regular.  In  adult 
cases  equal  portions  of  the  fluid  extract  cascara 
and  any  of  the  above  may  be  mixed  together,  and 
one  teaspoonful  given  every  two  or  three  hours,  till 
the  bowels  move,  then  two  or  three  times  a  day 
to  keep  the  bowels  regular. 

This  is  a  pleasant  remedy ;  and  while  it  is  pleas- 
ant to  take  as  an  efficient  cathartic  or  laxative,  it 
seems  to  increase  the  glandular  secretions  gener- 
ally, especially  that  of  the  liver.  We  can  rely  upon 
the  cascara  where  anything  of  this  class  is  de- 
manded, and  country  practitioners  can  hardly  get 
along  without  cathartics.  While  we  do  not  prize 
them  so  highly  as  some  people,  we  do  find  cases 
where  they  are  demanded  ;  then  the  cascara  is  ap- 
propriate. And  I  wish  to  impress  it  upon  the 
reader,  that  this  remedy  has  a  tendency  to  cure 
constipation,  a  habit  or  local  lethargy  suffered  by 
so  many  people. 

Rhus  Aromatica. — Dr.  McClanahan,  in  a  pre- 
vious number  of  this  journal,  gave  us  his  experience 
with  this  drug.  We  have  found  it  excellent  in 
passive  haemorrhage,  menorrhagia,  attended  by 
anemia ;  and  incontinence  of  urine  in  children  of 
weak  constitutions  is  speedily  relieved — sometimes 
immediately  arrested  by  it.  We  are  using  the 
remedy  in  other  cases,  and  shall  be  able  to  report 
more  fully  in  the  future. — Am.  Med.  Journal. 


On  the  Use  of  Jaborandi  in  Whooping- 
CouGH. — On  March  28th,  in  the  evening,  I  was 
called  to  a  young  French  boy,  aged  five  years, 
stout,  and  of  strong  constitution,  who  had  an  attack 
of  whooping-cough. 

His  parents  told  me  that  for  the  last  three  or 
four  days  they  had  remarked  that  every  evening 
between  five  and  six  o'clock  the  paroxysms  setmed 
to  increase  in  severity — that  they  grew  worse  and 
worse  until  they  had  become  very  alarming. 

When  I  saw  the  child  he  was  laboring  under 
a  violent  paroxysm ;  his  face  was  congested  and 
cyanotic  ;  the  spasmodic  cough  threatening  suffo- 
cation ;  skin  dry ;  pulse  140  per  minute,  and  tem- 
perature 104°  F. 

Knowing  by  long  experience  that  the  treatment 
of  this  affection  is  usually  very  troublesome  from 
the  length  of  time  it  requires  to  effect  a  cure,  I 
concluded  to  try  an  entirely  new  treatment  with 
this  well-marked  case. 

Into  two  ounces  of  water  I  put  sixty  drops  of 
the  fluid  extract  of  jaborandi  (prepared  by  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.)  I  intentionally  mention  the  manu- 
facturers, because  in  several  instances  I  have  re- 
marked that  their  preparations  were  more  powerful 
in  their  effects  than  those  of  some  other  firms. 
The  medicine  was  directed  to  be  given  by  the  tea- 
spoonful every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  until  one-half 
of  the  mixture  should  be  taken. 

An  hour  or  so  later  I  visited  the  patient  again 

and   found  him  perspiring  freely,  he  had  already 

1  vomited  large  quantities  of  mucosities  and  was  still 
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vomiting ;  temperature  and  pulse  quite  normal.  I 
remained  for  nearly  an  hour  with  the  family  on 
accou7it  of  the  vomiting  being  so  persistent,  and 
during  that  time  he  did  not  cough  once.  When  I 
left  he  was  sleeping  soundly. 

At  half-past  six  o'clock,  next  evening,  I  called 
again.  The  mother  said  that  during  the  entire 
day  the  child  had  had  no  cough,  but  that  between 
five  and  six  o'clock  the  trouble  had  again  com- 
menced, but  not  so  soon  as  the  day  before.  The 
pulse  was  then  130,  temperature  102°  F.,  skin  dry, 
face  congested,  etc. 

I  advised  the  administration  of  the  remains  of 
the  mixture  left  from  the  preceding  day,  and  to 
stop  giving  it  as  soon  as  the  child  should  vomit, 
which  directions  were  carried  out. 

When  I  called,  two  hours  later,  there  was  only  a 
teaspoonful  of  the  medicine  left  in  the  bottle. 
Pulse  and  temperature  normal,  and  the  child 
drenched  in  perspiration.  He  had  again  vomited 
much  phlegm,  and  this  time  was  profusely  sali- 
vated. 

Next  day  at  about  the  same  hour,  the  child 
coughed  once  or  twice,  but  had  no  fever  or  other 
unpleasant  symptom  ;  the  fourth  day  there  was  no 
cough  at  all,  and  since  then  he  has  been  entirely 
well. 

Have  we  a  specific  for  whooping-cough  in  jabo- 
randi.'' — E.  A.  De  Cailhol,  M.  D.,  in  St.  Louis 
Clinical  Record. 


Rhus  Aromatica. — Case  13 — Was  summoned 
to  the  bedside  of  Mrs.  H.,  mother  of  two  children, 
September  18;  found  after  careful  examination,  a 
case  of  threatened  abortion,  gestation  about  ten 
weeks ;  pains  cramp-like  and  promiscuously  dis- 
tributed over  womb  and  abdomen.  I  immediately 
put  her  upon  the  use  of  viburnum  prunifolium, 
which  had  the  happy  effect  of  controlling  the  pains, 
and  moreover,  arrested  the  abortion.  I  ordered 
the  medicine  continued  in  small  doses,  and  at 
lengthy  intervals  for  two  or  three  days,  and  to  in- 
form me  upon  the  appearance  of  a  return  of  symp- 
toms. September  27,  was  called  in  great  haste, 
messenger  stating  that  Mrs.  H.  was  "flooding  to 
death."  Upon  my  arrival  I  found  a  chamber  con- 
taining about  two  quarts  of  blood  and  an  imper- 
fect foetus,  which  had  passed  an  hour  pre- 
vious to  my  arrival.  After  the  foetus  had  passed 
away,  clots  formed  within  the  vagina,  which  ac- 
cording to  statements,  caused  such  pressure  and 
bearing  down  sensations  that  she  was  compelled 
to  rise  and  let  them  pass  out,  which  invariably 
caused  a  renewal  from  the  uterus.  I  immediately 
made  an  examination,  and  found  the  os  dilated  and 
flabby,  pulse  rather  feeble,  and  quick,  chilly  sensa- 
tions passing  _down  the  back  at  times,  skin  and 
extremities  cool.  First  administered  a  stimulant, 
then  gave  tincture  rhus  aromatica ;  dose,  ten  drops 
every  fifteen  minutes  ;  also,  saturated  a  piece  of 
raw  cotton  with  a  solution  containing  20  per  cent 
of  the  tincture  and  pressed  it  gently  against  the 
OS  uteri,  at  the  same  time  gently  kneading  the  ab- 
domen until  the  uterus  appeared  to  contract ;  after 
two  hours  the  hemorrhage  had  ceased,  and  my 
patient  was  comfortable.  I  now  ordered  the  rhus 
aromatica  given  every  hour,  and  left,  promising  to 
call  again  in  six  hours.  At  my  next  visit,  found 
patient  comfortable.  I  removed  the  cotton  with- 
out any  return  of  the  hemorrhage  ;  improvement 
was  rapid,  and  recovery  complete  in  ten  days ; 
during  this  time,  however,  there  was  a  sanguin- 
eous discharge  for  which  I  continued  this  remedy 
in  smaller  doses  every  two  or  three  hours. 

I  use  this  remedy  in  my  obstetric  practice 
largely ;  indeed,  I  have  added  it  to  my  list  of  ob- 
stetric remedies,  and  have  given  it  a  place  in  my 


case  containing  only  those  remedies.  I  have  had 
some  experience  with  this  remedy  in  the  treatment 
of  menorrhagia,  in  both  the  active  and  passive 
forms  ;  but  let  one  illustration  suffice  :  Was  called 
to  see  Miss  S.,  April  3,  1878  ;  blonde,  spare  made, 
aged  23 ;  found  her  confined  to  bed  and  suffering 
from  passive  menorrhagia  ;  patient  stated  she  had 
menstruated  every  two  weeks  for  some  time,  and 
in  profuse  quantities.  Her  countenance  was  anx- 
ious, pulse  weak  and  rapid,  extremities  cold, 
strength  and  flesh  reduced,  giddiness,  fainty  sen- 
sations, and  frontal  pain  in  head.  Cause,  I  con- 
sidered to  be  constitutional,  general  debility,  over 
exertion,  etc.  I  put  her  upon  the  use  of  fifteen- 
drop  doses  of  rhus  aromatica  every  three  hours, 
which  soon  had  the  effect  of  controlling  the  ab- 
normal discharge.  I  then  put  her  upon  iron,  phos. 
acid,  cimicifuga,  and  helonias,  in  alternation,  from 
time  to  time  ;  these,  together  with  a  generous  diet, 
and  strict  hygienic  laws,  completed  the  treatment. 
At  each  catamenial  period  I  used  the  rhus  aromat- 
ica as  long  as  necessary,  using  the  above  during 
the  intervals. 

The  rhus  aromatica  is  also  applicable  in  other 
excessive  discharges,  accompanied  by  a  relaxed 
condition  of  the  uterus,  as  leucorrhea.  I  have  used 
it  with  satisfactory  results  as  an  injection  in  the 
latter.  I  have  also  used  it  in  gonorrhea  to  some 
extent,  where  a  remedy  was  indicated  containing 
an  astringent.  This  remedy  is  also  useful  in  hem- 
aturia, which  arises  from  a  morbid  state  of  the 
blood,  or  that  which  precedes  "  Bright's  disease," 
and  it  will  often  relieve  hemorrhage  resulting  from 
falls,  blows,  calculus,  etc. 

After  I  had  attended  my  first  course  of  lectures, 
and  yet  an  undergraduate,  I  was  able  to  assist  my 
father  in  practice  (I  thought  so,  at  least).  A  mes- 
senger came  for  my  father  who  was  not  at  home  ; 
he  stated  that  Mr.  Dark  was  "  bleeding  through 
his  penis,  terribly  bad ;"  of  course  the  next  best 
thing  was  to  take  me.  I  immediately  armed  my- 
self with  all  the  medicine  I  could  carry,  and  de- 
parted for  my  patient's  house,  four  miles  in  the 
countiy ;  upon  my  arrival,  found  my  patient  suffer- 
ing from  passive  renal  hemorrhage,  condition  as 
follows :  pulse  soft,  moderately  full,  pupils  some- 
what dilated,  tongue  white,  large  and  flabby,  skin 
sallow,  spare  make,  temperature  100,  urine  rather 
profuse,  complained  of  dull,  heavy  pains  extending 
from  the  testicles  to  the  kidneys.  Patient  stated 
he  had  not  been  well  for  some  time  ;  his  back  had 
been  weak,  with  full  dull  feelings  in  region  of  kid- 
neys ;  urination  had  been  too  frequent,  and  had 
seen  traces  of  hemorrhage,  which  he  had  attributed 
to  hard  lifting.  I  regarded  these  symptoms  pre- 
monitory to  albuminuria,  as  a  subsequent  test  of 
his  urine  revealed  a  slight  albuminous  deposit. 
Previous  to  my  call  he  had  taken  no  medicine  ex- 
cept "  patent  pills  "  and  "  Bull's  sarsaparilla."  I 
gave  ten-grain  doses  of  gallic  acid,  and  put  him  upon 
ten  drops  of  rhus  aromatica  every  three  hours,  and 
after  hemorrhage  had  ceased,  to  take  the  same 
dose  three  times  a  day  ;  and  to  let  us  hear  from 
him  in  two  days.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time, 
we  received  a  note  stating  that  the  hemorrhage  had 
ceased,  urination  less  frequent,  and  in  every  way 
he  felt  improved.     We  sent  him  the  following: 

'^.  Tr.  rhus  aromatica,  5^5. 
Tr.  nux  vomica,  gtt.  xv. 
Glycerine,   Jiij. 

M.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  times  each  day,  and 
to  report  in  a  week.  Patient  called  this  time  much 
improved,  feeling  somewhat  like  himself  again. 
Under  this  treatment  he  made  a  good  recovery. 
Other  cases  might  be  given  illustrating  the  use  of 
the  rhus  aromatica  in  hemorrhage  of  the  kidneys, 
and  also  of  the  bladder,  but  let  the  above  suffice. 
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With  the  above  I  have  illustrated  its  complete  range 
of  action  on  the  economy,  so  far  as  I  knov^r  it.  I 
have  endeavored  to  be  practical,  selecting  such 
cases  as  best  suited  my  purpose,  and  illustrated 
the  action  of  the  rhus  aromatica  when  uncombined. 
Of  course,  in  any  case  where  complications  exist 
calling  for  other  remedies,  they  should  be  given  ; 
otherwise  the  good  effect  of  the  rhus  aromatica 
might  be  lost.  Recapitulation.  My  experience 
with  the  rhus  aromatica  is,  that  it  is  a  remedy  of 
undoubted  merit:  ist,  in  diabetes  ;  2d,  hematu- 
ria ;  3d,  incontinence  of  urine  ;  4th,  atonic  diarrhea 
and  dysentery ;  5th,  uterine  hemorrhage,  menor- 
rhagia,  etc. 

In  no  case  arising  from  an  inflammatory  condi- 
tion, would  I  recommend  the  rhus  aromatica ;  and 
if  physicians  will  bear  this  in  mind  they  will  not  be 
disappointed. 

I  have  recently  supplied  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of 
Detroit,  Michigan,  with  a  large  shipment  of  prime 
crude  material  preserved  in  alcohol,  from  which 
they  will  manufacture  a  reliable  fluid  extract  and 
place  upon  the  market,  and  to  this  I  would  respect- 
fully refer  the  profession  and  trade,  for  supplies. 
To  physicians  who  may  wish  to  try  this  remedy  in 
some  special  case,  but  being  so  remotely  located  as 
not  to  be  able  to  procure  the  fluid  extract  except 
at  much  trouble  and  expense,  I  will,  upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  one  dollar,  forward  by  mail,  enough  crude 
material  to  make  one  pound  of  strong  tincture. — 
J.  T.  McClanakaft,  M.  D.,  in  Am.  Med.  Journal. 


Grindelia  Robusta  in  Rheumatic  Affec- 
tions.— Sir  :  Some  time  ago  I  noticed  in  several 
of  the  medical  journals  suggestions  as  to  the  use 
of  grindelia  robusta  in  asthmatic  affections.  I  took 
occasion  to  make  use  of  this  remedy,  and  found 
that  although  in  some  cases  a  certain  degree  of 
benefit  was  perceptible,  yet  it  by  no  means  equaled 
the  results  I  had  been  led  to  anticipate.  The 
thought  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  well  to 
couple  with  it  some  preparation  of  yerba  santa, 
this  having  acquired  considerable  reputation  of  late 
in  the  treatment  of  bronchial  affections.  Accord- 
ingly, the  next  time  asthma  was  submitted  to  my 
care,  I  prescribed  as  follows  : 

IJ.     Elixir  grindelia  robusta,  J  xij. 
Glycerole  of  yerba  santa,  5'v- 

M.  et  Sig.  from  two  teaspoonfuls  to  one  table- 
spoonful  four  times  a  day. 

The  result  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, and  I  will  give  the  brief  details  of  three  cases  : 

Case  I.  Mrs.  L.  M.,  aged  37,  had  suffered  from 
asthma  fifteen  years.  During  this  period  she,  like 
almost  all  asthmatics,  had  tried  many  remedies  with 
no  practical  relief.  Coming  to  me  August  4,  1878, 
I  gave  her  the  medicine  to  which  I  have  just  re- 
ferrred.  Before  commencing  treatment  she  was 
robbed  of  the  latter  part  of  almost  every  night's 
rest.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  sitting 
posture,  and  the  smoking  of  a  preparation  for  the 
relief  of  dyspnoea,  became  imperatively  necessary. 
The  loss  of  sleep  consequent  upon  these  proce- 
dures had  their  legitimate  effect  upon  her  system. 
Emaciation  and  general  debility  followed,  and  her 
careworn  and  anxious  countenance  plainly  indi- 
cated the  suffering  she  was  undergoing. 

The  first  night  the  medicine  was  taken  refresh- 
ing sleep  till  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  resulted. 
From  that  time  to  the  present  she  has  not  lost  a 
night's  rest  from  this  cause,  nor  felt  more  than  a 


very  slight  indication  of  a  return  of  asthma,  not- 
withstanding she  has  suffered  in  the  interim  several 
times  with  a  severe  cold.  She  has  gained  flesh,  is 
much  improved  in  general  health,  and  says  the 
medicine  has  been  and  is  to  her  of  invaluable 
worth. 

Case  II.  Mrs.  L.  P.,  aged  32,  was  an  asthmatic 
for  ten  years.  Emaciation  was  very  marked,  her 
rest  habitually  broken,  and  her  bowels  were  obsti- 
nately constipated.  Coming  to  me  November  4, 
187^,  I  gave  her  the  grindelia  robusta  and  yerba 
santa.  During  the  first  two  days  the  relief  was 
slight,  but  improvement  then  became  decided.  At 
this  juncture  the  breaking  up  of  housekeeping 
caused  a  severe  and  continued  cold,  and  her  asthma 
became  nearly  as  bad  as  ever.  The  remedy  was 
continued,  however;  the  patient  recovered  from 
the  attack,  and  has  not  felt  any  indications  of  a 
return  of  her  malady  up  to  the  present  date.  Her 
bowels  have  become  regulated,  and  her  general 
health  and  emaciation  very  much  improved. 

Case  III.  Mrs.  A.  V.,  aged  50  years,  an  asth- 
matic for  eighteen  years.  She  had  been  so  intense 
a  sufferer  as  to  become  a  confirmed  morphine 
eater ;  she  commenced  the  treatment  already  re- 
ferred to  December  4,  1878.  Immediate  and  (up 
to  the  present  time)  permanent  relief  was  obtained. 
I  would  remark,  incidentally,  that  her  morphine 
habit  has  also  been  cured,  and  I  regard  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  accomplished  of  sufficient  interest 
to  merit  passing  mention.  Her  husband  invariably 
purchased  the  drug  for  her ;  I  took  advantage  of 
this  fact  to  empty  the  contents  of  a  bottle  of  mor- 
phine, extract  a  little  of  it,  and  substitute  in  its 
stead  the  same  quantity  of  quinine.  After  mixing 
them  thoroughly,  they  were  carefully  replaced  in 
the  bottle,  and  Mrs.  V.  kept  in  ignorance  of  the 
change.  During  the  first  few  days  her  symptoms 
were  very  distressing  and  even  alarming.  Recov- 
ery, however,  soon  occurred,  and  every  time  mor- 
phine was  purchased  I  lessened  its  quantity  and 
increased  the  quinine  until  at  last  she  was  taking 
clear  quinine.  At  tlijs  juncture  the  deceit  was 
made  known  to  her,  and  inasmuch  as  she  had  not 
suffered  from  asthma  for  a  long  period  her  good 
sense  impelled  her  to  discontinue  the  use  of  both 
morphine  and  quinine. 

From  the  gradual  reduction  in  the  quantity  of 
morphine  and  the  similarity  in  the  taste  and  appear- 
ance of  the  two  drugs  her  suspicions  were  not 
aroused.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  days  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  treatment,  she  made  no  com- 
plaint of  tinnitus  aurium ;  and  the  quinine,  acting 
as  a  tonic,  to  a  large  extent  improved  her  general 
health. 

I  think  this  case  is  interesting,  not  only  as  regards 
the  relief  from  asthma,  but  from  the  possibility  in 
this  manner  of  breaking  up  the  morphine  habit. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  cite  more  instances  ;  those 
already  given  are  but  fair  illustrations  of  other 
cases  in  which  I  have  used  the  remedy.  I  have 
prescribed  it  about  twenty  times,  and  in  only  two 
instances  (and  these  were  cases  of  a  very  compli- 
cated nature)  where  patients  have  followed  my 
directions  has  it  failed  in  producing  good  and  (up 
to  the  present  writing)  permanent  results.  After 
the  medicine  has  been  taken  in  large  doses  for  a 
few  weeks  the  quantity  may  be  gradually  reduced, 
and  at  last  altogether  discontinued.  I  have  noticed 
in  some  cases  that  considerable  nausea  and  loose- 
ness of  the  bowels  were  temporarily  produced.— 
Frank  Allporl,  M.  D.,  in  The  Medical  Record. 
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Editor's  Notes. 


Correction. — Dr.  W.  R.  Smith,  of  Cairo,  111., 
desires  us  to  correct  the  dose  of  the  prescription 
for  chronic  dysentery  as  given  in  his  article  on 
Cercis  Canadensis,  on  page  141  of  the  June  num- 
ber of  this  journal.  The  directions  for  administra- 
tion should  read  a  tablespoonful  every  four  hours, 
etc. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Gazette,  edited  by  Dr. 
E.  C.  Dudley,  is  about  to  make  its  appearance. 
The  new  journal  is  to  be  issued  twice  each  month, 
will  contain  28  royal  octavo  pages  of  each  number, 
or  672  pages  in  the  volume,  and  will  be  furnished 
for  $2.00  per  year.  The  style  on  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  conduct  the  new  journal  is  somewhat 
different  from  that  of  the  ordinary  medical  journal. 
It  is  to  be  in  medical,  what  the  Nation  is  in  secu- 
lar journalism.  There  is  not  only  room  but  a  posi- 
tive demand  for  such  a  journal,  and  the  price  at 
which  the  Gazette  is  to  be  furnished  will  insure, 


for  it,  with  judicious  handling,  a  circulation  second 
to  none  in  the  country.  The  first  number  of  the 
journal  will  be  issued  in  October,  and  specimen 
copies  will  be  sent  gratis  to  all  who  request  a  copy 
prior  to  that  date.  Drop  a  postal  card  to  Dr.  E.  C. 
Dudley,  203  Erie  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

New  Drugs. — Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to 
make  concerning  the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please 
to  send  to  us  ;  if  we  cannot  readily  answer  it  our- 
selves, we  will  give  it  publication.  Some  one  out 
of  our  many  thousand  readers  will  undoubtedly  be 
able  to  give  you  the  information  you  wish. 

Correspondence. — If  you  have  an  unusually 
interesting  case  to  offer,  write  its  history  in  detail 
for  the  Original  Department,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 
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Subscriptions. 

Subscription  Price  for  1879,  one  dollar. 

The  Index  for  1878  is  now  ready,  and  every  sub- 
scriber for  1878  is  entitled  to  it. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  NEW  PREPARATIONS 
(monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi- 
monthly) for  one  year  to  any  address. 

Back  Numbers  (1877-78),  each  10  cents.  Back 
numbers,  bound — Vols.  I  and  II — each  vol. — paper 
40  cents;  board  75  cents.  January,  1878,  is  now 
out  of  press. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  continue  with  us,  and 
hope  they  will  send  their  remittances  of  one  dollar 
each  in  to  us  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
our  mail  list  can  be  got  in  readiness  for  the  next 
issue. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.  When 
possible  inclose  your  printed  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

Send  at  once  for  our  Prospectus,  if  you  have  not 
already  seen  it.  It  gives  special  rates  for  all  the 
leading  medical  journals  in  the  United  States,  in 
connection  with  New  Preparations.  It  also 
contains  our  list  of  Premiums. 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charges,  if  both  publications 
are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  publications  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Henry  C.  Lea,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  we  must  here- 
after charge  their  list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional 
for  New  Preparations,  as  they  no  longer  make 
the  usual  trade  discounts  to  any  publishers.  To 
save  you  the  annoyance  of  making  two  remittances 
we  will,  however,  be  responsible  for  your  payment 
reaching  them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance 
for  New  Preparations. 

A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 


a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $1.00  for  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  O""  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  claim  both  the  premium  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbing  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  want  more  agents.  Good  smart  men,  phy- 
sicians with  little  practice,  drug  clerks,  or  any  per- 
sons brought  into  direct  contact  with  physicians, 
can  do  well  by  canvassing  for  us.  The  work  is 
easy,  honorable,  requires  no  capital,  and  pays  well. 

We  furnish  sample  copies  gratis.  Write  at 
once,  stating  your  qualifications  for  canvassing, 
and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  correspond  with  you. 

Agents  now  working  for  us  are  very  successful 
thus  far. 

Correspondence. 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 
ent inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  complaint  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

We  shall  continue  the  reports  of  practitioners 
upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  notice  next 
year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 
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Professional  and  Business  Chances. 

Business  Chances.— Under  this  head  we  will  be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  from  three  to  five  lines  from  any  physician  or 
druggist  who  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  property.  These  brief  notices  should  state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value, 
reasons  for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  offer  enables  physicians  and  druggists  wishing  to  change  their  location  to  bring  the 
matter  free  of  expense  to  the  notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to  purchase.  The  circulation  of  New  Preparations 
is  already  very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes  to  every  State  and  Territoi-y  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  to 
Canada  and  Great  Britain. 

Please  note  our  request  that  each  advertiser  will  advise  us  as  soon  as  the  advertisement  has  achieved  its  purpose. 


PHYSICIAN  — LOCATION.— A  good  paying  practice, 
office,  books  and  furniture,  good  dwelling-house, 
orchard  and  shrubbery,  two  good  store  houses,  fifty-flve 
acres  of  land  in  good  cultivation  in  edge  of  town.  Will  sell 
all  or  part  ;  cause,  declining  health,  being  now  nearly  fifty- 
four  years  old,  and  in  the  practice  over  twenty  five  years. 
Address,  J.  R.  Pack,  M.  D.,  Hermitage,  Hickory  Co,,  Mo. 

A  FINE  CHANCE  FOK  INVESTMENT.  —  A  drug 
store  in  one  of  the  best  business  locations  in  the  city 
of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale.  The  proprietor  is  com- 
pelled by  urgent  personal  reasons  to  close  up  his  business 
within  a  brief  period,  and  will  oifer  stock,  fixtures  and  good 
will  at  verv  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be  given. 
Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargain  in  a  cash 
purchase.  The  store  is  well  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition.  Address, 
"Druggist,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

FOR  SAI>E.  —  To  physician  wishing  a  very  desirable 
country  practice  and  an  excellent  village  home,  con- 
sisting of  No.  1  frame  dwelling,  seven  rooms,  well  finished, 
with  all  modern  conveniences — wells  and  cisterns,  y^  acre 
of  ground  well  fenced,  abundance  of  fruit.  Office  on  alley, 
ten  feet  from  residence.  Stables  roomy  and  convenient. 
Location,  near  Delaware,  O.  Reasons,  wishes  to  retire  from 
practice.    For  all  particulars,  address, 

Crawford  &  Horr,  Delaware,  Ohio. 

WANTED. — A  German  partner  to  engage  in  the  drug 
and  liquor  business.    Business  already  established, 
capital  required,  $1,000.    Address,  P.  O.  box  121,  Deshler,  O. 
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ILL  TRADE  new  brick  residence  on  main  street, 
value  $2,000,  for  stock  of  drugs.    Answer  soon. 

Dr.  E.  r.  Beogel,  Dunkirk,  Ohio. 


FOR  SALE.— A  good  sized  biick  house,  new  and  large 
bam,  nearly  one  acre  of  land,  variety  of  fruit,  located 
in  a  small  village  8  miles  west  of  Jackson ;  has  a  seminary, 
no  saloons;  a  rich  farming  town  with  no  other  physician  in 
it.  Cost  of  building  and  lot  $3,300,  will  sell  for  |2,200,  one- 
fourth  down,  remainder  on  time,  with  security.  Reason  I 
make  the  great  sacrifice,  am  78  years  old  and  a  sick  wife. 
Address,  G.  B.  Powers,  M.  D.,  Spring  Arbor,  Jackson  Co., 
Mich. 


FOR  SALE.— Drug  stock  and  fixtures,  valued  at  f5,000. 
Located  in  the  finest  farming  county  in  the  west;  terri- 
tory large,  and  good  trade;  good  reasons  for  selling.  For 
terms  and  particulars  address  Lock  box  499,  Marshall,  Minn. 

FOR  SALE  — A  GOOD  CHANCE  FOR  INVEST- 
MENT.—Drags  and  furniture  for  store,  stock  small, 
can  be  made  a  paying  business;  an  excellent  location  for  a 
physician;  will  sell  residence  and  lOSV^  acres  of  land  with 
same,  terms  reasonable.    Address, 

Dr.  J.  Hendricks,  Waelder,  Gonzales  Co.,  Texas. 

FOR  SALE— DRUG  STORE In  a  town  of  8,000  inhab- 
itants in  central  Ohio.  Good  location.  Stock,  .f5,000; 
sales  from  $8,000  to  $9,000  per  year.  \N'ill  sell  at  invoice,  and 
then  deduct  $500,  or  lump  and  sell  at  a  bargain.  Good  rea- 
sons for  selling.    Address,  X,  box  641,  Detroit. 

RARE   CHANCE   FOR   A   YOUNG   PHYSICIAN — 
For  thirty  days  only  do  I  offer  a  good  paying  practice, 
food  office  furniture,  drugs,  good  will,  etc.,  for  .$100,  cash, 
ossession  at  any  time.    Reasons  for  selling,  wish  to  go  to 
California.    Furniture  alone  worth  the  money.    Address, 

Dr.  Otis,  Wooster,  Ohio, 


LOCATION  — PHYSICIAN.  — Good  house,  barn,  two 
acres  of  land,  plenty  of  fruit,  and  a  practice  of  $2,500 
a  year,  in  a  thriving  village,  for  sale  for  what  the  place  is 
worth.  Reason  for  selling,  want  to  remove  to  the  city. 
Address,  Box  24,  Milan,  Mich. 


DRUG  STORE.— Drug  store  for  sale,  75  miles  from  New 
York;  fine  city,  good  trade  and  elegant  store.    Poor 
health  is  why  offered.    Sales  about  $40  a  day.    Refer  to 
Jennings,  218  Greenwich  street,  New  York. 

FOR  SALE.— A  drug  and  book  store,  in  one  of  the  best 
counties  of  Iowa.    Stock  clean,  new  and  small  ;  rent 
low,  location  best  in  town.    Good  reasons  given.    Address, 
"B,"  care  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

PHYSICIAN— PARTNER  "WANTED A  young  man 
of  integrity  and  good  morals,  possessed  of  energy  and 
intelligence,  in  good  professional  standing,  to  assist  one  in 
a  large  and  growing  practice  in  an  interior  town  of  Texas. 
Address.                      F.  C.  W.  M.,  Box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Miscellaneous  Business  Notices. 


MICHIGAN  MEDICAL  NEWS Published  semi- 
monthly. Terms  only  one  dollar  per  year.  Edited  by 
Dr.  J.  J.  Mulheron.  Send  three-cent  postage  stamp  for 
specimen  copy. 

ELIXIRS  AVINES  AND  SYRUPS.— Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.  have  made  many  improvements  in  these  elegant 
pharmaceuticals.  Their  list  comprises  all  standard  formu- 
lae, as  well  as  the  most  recent  combinations  of  new  remedies. 
Physicians  will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "P.  D.  &  Co.'s"  on  their  pre- 
scriptions. 
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ACTATED  PEPSINE  (not  patented.)  A  new  com- 
J  pound  digestive  agent,  composed  of  pepsine,  maltose, 
diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid,  and  hydrochloric  acid. 
Recommended  in  dyspepsia  and  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition, 
and  in  sickness  of  pregnancy.    Specify  "P.  D.  &  Go's." 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

CASCARA  SAGRADA  (Rhamnus  Purshiana.)  The 
fiuid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known  to  the  profession. 
As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in  habitual  constipation  it  has  no 
equal.    See  Adv.  page  IV.      Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

EMPTY  CAPSULES.  — Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market.    Send  for  descriptive  circular. 

G^  URJUN  BALSAM — The  ntw  substitute  for  copaiba, 
%    in  gonorrhcea,  for  sale  in  citiantities  as  desired  by 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


[N  STOCK. — A  large  supply  of  genuine 


Cascara  Sagrada, 
Penthorum  Sedoides, 
Gentiana,  Quinquefiora, 
Berberis  Aquifolium, 
Yerba  Reuma 


Gurjun  Balsam, 
Folia  Carobae, 
Bael  Fruit, 
Boldo  Leaves, 
Jaborandi, 
Grindelia  Robusta. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


PINK  GRANULES These  granules  are  intended  to 
supply  the  need  of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require 
minute  doses,  or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  com- 
plaints of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regulur  line  of  pills,  a 
coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify  "P.,D.  &  Co.'s 
Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


BOLDO. — The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonorr  hoea  and  rheumatism.    See  3d  page  of  cover. 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

RHUS  AROMATIC  A. —The  new  remedy  for  diabetes, 
and  all  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary  organs,  hemorr- 
hages, and  other  excessive  discharges.  See  advertising 
page  IV. 


C10T0  BARK The  new  remedy  f or  diarrhcEa  in  all  its 
'    phases.    Also  recommended  in  colic,  toothache,  neu- 
ralgia, i-heumatism  and  gout.    See  advertising  page  V. 

C^HLOR-ANODYNE.— A  reliable  and  convenient  reme- 
)  dy  in  colic,  cramps,  cholera-niorbus,  cholera  infantum. 
Is  also  indicated  in  any  affections  requiring  a  potent  ano- 
dyne.   See  advertising  page  VI. 
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Original  Communications. 


Chelidonium  Majus.* 

By  George  William  Winterbi'rn,  M.  D., 
New  York. 

'E  will  occupy  the  hour  to-day  considering 
the  estimable  virtues  of  a  remedy,  for 
which  I  must  confess  an  especial  ^^«r^- 
ant,  because  it  has  so  often  in  my  hands 
proved  its  quality;  and  which,  I  doubt  not,  you 
will  share  with  me  on  a  more  intimate  acquaint- 
ance. It  is,  to  be  sure,  not  strictly  speaking 
an  American  shrub,  but  it  grows  so  freely  here 
now  it  has  lodgment,  that  the  story  of  its  heal- 
ing virtue  should  be  heralded  wherever  it  shows 
its  dainty  head.     I  mean  the  greater  celandine. 

Chelidonium,  so  called  because  it  was  supposed 
to  flower  with  the  arrival  of  the  swallow  {x^Xi6uv, 
the  swallow),  and  to  perish  with  its  departure,  is  a 
pale-green  herb,  imported  from  Europe,  but  now 
naturalized  in  this  country,  and  growing  in  waste 
places  and  on  waysides.  It  belongs  to  the  natural 
oxdi^x  papaveracecE,  the  same  as  the  poppy  and  the 
blood-root.  •  The  whole  plant  contains  an  abun- 
dant bright-yellow  juice,  which  exudes  when  any 
part  is  broken.  The  tincture  should  always  be 
prepared  from  the  green  plant  including  the  root. 

Chemical  Constituents. — It  contains  chelidonic 
acid  C.  14,  H.  B,  O.  gi  a  narcotic  alkaline  principle, 
chelerythrin  C^^,  H.  i,,  N.  O.  g  ;  a  bitter  alkaline 
principle,  chelidonin  C.  40,  H.  20.  N.  3,  O.  u ;  a  neutral 
crystallizable  principle,  chelidoxanthin  C.  20.  H.  g, 
N.  O.  4  ;  beside  resin,  malic  acid,  silica,  and  various 
salts.  Chelerythrin  also  occurs  in  sanguinaria 
canadensis  and  glaucium  luteum. 

Physiological  Effects. — Four  dogs  poisoned  with 
moderate  doses,  upon  post-mortem,  the  mucous 
membranes  were  found  of  a  lively  red ;  and  the 
lungs  brownish  blue,  congested  with  blood,  and 
slightly  crepitant.  The  same  phenomena  were 
noticed  in  a  horse.  Two  goats  fed  with  the  herb 
were  soon  seized  with  severe  diarrhoea,  which  con- 
tinued until  their  death  on  the  third  day. 

The  fresh  juice  of  the  plant  applied  to  the  skin 
produces  inflammation  and  redness.  Of  the  effects 
of  its  internal  use,  Schallern  says  in  Latin,  thus 
translated : 

"Taken  internally,  it  penetrates  the  inmost  vessels,  re- 
solves and  attenuates  (the  fluids).  It  drives  out  the  perspir- 
able moisture,  the  sweat,  and  urine ;  also,  as  I  have  expe- 
rienced more  than  once  after  taking  the  extract  at  different 
times  of  the  day  or  year,  it  relieves  the  bowels  without  in- 
convenience.    It  strengthens  not  only  the  prima  vice,  but 


♦Lecture  XIV — From  Prof.  Wiaterburu's  '"''Ltctures  on  Ma- 
teria Medica"  now  in  press. 


also  the  secundce,  and  extends  its  tonic  influence  throughout 
the  whole  frame." 

According  to  Voigt : 

"The  fresh  juice  in  strong  doses,  affects  powerfully  the 
abdominal  organs  causing  vomiting  and  purging  followed 
by  diminution  and  strength  of  the  pulse,  great  depression  of 
muscular  power,  laborious  and  difficult  breathing,  becloud- 
ing of  the  senses,  stupefaction  of  the  head,  severe  perspira- 
tion and  salivation,  sparkling  and  darkness  before  the  eyes." 
— Lehrbuch  der  Pharmacodynatnik,  II,  243. 

Rademacher,  a  close  observer  and  scientific  pre- 
scriber,  says  that  it  acts  on  the  internal  structure 
of  the  liver,  and  he  believes  that  all  its  general 
effects  are  due  to  this  specific  action.  Dr.  Buch- 
mann,  of  Germany,  has  made  a  splendid  proving  of 
this  drug  on  eighteen  persons,  extending  over  a 
period  of  nine  months,  with  doses  of  the  tincture 
varying  from  five  drops  to  three  drachms.  In  his 
summing  up  of  its  physiological  effects  he  says  :  . 

"  The  power  of  exciting  the  whole  arterial  and  capillary 
system  is  possessed  by  chelidonium,  in  common  with  aco- 
nite, as  appears  from  the  great  similarity  of  the  febrile 
symptoms,  but  it  does  not  agree  with  the  transient  character 
of  the  action  of  aconite  on  the  vascular  system.  This  is 
especially  evident  from  its  effects  on  the  vena  porta  and  its 
functions,  inasmuch  as  it  calls  forth  all  the  phenomena  of 
fully  developed  abdominal  plethora.  This  effect  is  always, 
for  the  most  part,  produced  by  defective  circulation  in  the 
liver,  and  continual  catarrhal  excitement  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  There  is  no  room  to 
doubt  that  the  attacks  of  palpitation,  slowness  of  the  pulse 
(50),  the  distension  of  the  veins  of  the  hands,  the  paralysis, 
weight  and  stiffness  of  the  limbs,  the  coldness  of  the  ex- 
tremities, the  oedematous  swelling  of  the  legs,  dull  pains  in 
head,  vertigo,  pressure  in  the  occiput,  pains  in  the  back  and 
sacrum,  weakness,  indolence,  irritability,  ill-humor,  alter- 
nation of  diarrhoea  with  costiveness,  fits  of  colic,  yellow-gray 
color  of  the  skin,  renewal  of  the  symptoms  on  change  of 
weather,  etc.,  are  to  be  referred  to  a  congested  retention  of 
blood  in  the  portal  system,  and  the  hyperemia  thereby  de- 
termined in  the  abdominal  organs." 

Chelidonium  primarily  acts  upon  the  mucous 
membrane,  exciting  catarrhal  inflammation  in  the 
oesophagus,  stomach  and  intestines,  m  the  nostrils 
and  respiratory  tract,  in  the  mucous  lining  of  the 
gall-ducts,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  urethra  and 
ureters,  and  the  female  sexual  apparatus.  The 
skin  was  covered,  more  or  less,  with  elevated  exan- 
thematous  eruptions,  which  appeared  more  com- 
monly on  the  face  and  genitals. 

Pain  of  a  severe  neuralgic  nature  was  experienced 
in  various  parts  of  the  body,  with  restlessness, 
anxiety,  and  desire  for  fresh  air  (see  baptisia). 
Also  myalgic  pain,  as  if  the  muscles  were  strained, 
bruised,  torn,  or  as  if  the  bones  were  mashed  or  dis- 
located. From  no  other  medicine  does  the  feeling 
of  constriction  occur  in  so  many  parts  of  the  body  ; 
we  find  it  in  the  forehead,  temples,  muscles  of  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  larynx,  oesophagus,  thorax,  navel 
and  anus. 

There  was  one  notable  cardiac  symptom.     The 
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heart-beat  was  steady  and  less  frequent  than 
normal,  but  so  strong  that  the  clothes  were  lifted 
by  the  movement,  communicated  to  the  thoracic 
parietes,  and  sounded  so  plainly  to  the  prover,  that 
she  fancied  others  must  hear  it  also. 

The  fever  symptoms  were  well  marked  in  all  the 
trials ;  cold  rigors,  with  chattering  teeth  and  goose- 
skin,  glowing  heat,  full,  bounding  pulse  (90),  fol- 
lowed by  warm  perspiration  and  pale  countenance. 

Forgetfulness,  quarrelsomeness,  extreme  low- 
ness  of  spirits,  and  horrible  dreams  characterize 
the  mental  state. 

Pain  in  the  kidneys  occurred  in  most  of  the  cases 
with  great  sensitiveness  to  pressure,  frequent  urg- 
ing to  urinate,  urine  intensely  acid  (uric  and  hip- 
puric),  deficient  in  chlorides,  and  in  one  case  con- 
taining mucous  epithelium  and  compact  urinary 
cylinders.  The  impression  of  the  drug  in  this  case 
was  so  considerable  that  oedematous  swelling  of 
the  extremities  occurred. 

Small,  thin,  bright-yellow  stools  characterize  its 
primary  action,  followed  after  from  four  to  eight 
days,  with  white  clay-colored  stools,  destitute  of 
bile,  very  hard  and  ditficult,  causing  a  painful  nod- 
ule on  the  margin  of  the  anus. 

Three  different  conditions  of  the  secretion  of  the 
bile  were  caused  by  chelidonium. 

I.— Diminished  secretion,  with  light  gray  or  yel- 
lowish-white stools,  without  deposit  of  biliary 
coloring  matter  in  the  skin,  and  without  separation 
by  the  urine. 

II. — Suppressed  secretion,  with  lemon-colored 
skin  all  over,  as  in  jaundice. 

III. — Absorption,  without  stopping  its  escape 
into  the  intestinal  canal. 

The  chelidonium  catarrh  in  the  air  passages 
manifested  itself  by  dry  cough,  with  expectoration 
as  if  from  the  depths  of  the  lungs ;  with  dyspnoea, 
sudden  lancinating  pains  on  the  right  side,  ag- 
gravated by  movement.  Extravasations  apparently 
took  place  in  the  lung  tissue  (as  proved  by  post- 
mortem in  animals),  as  soreness  occurred  at  various 
points  as  from  a  wound,  increased  by  breathing 
deeply,  which  always  seemed  to  cause  coughing 
and  choking.  It  appears  to  exert  a  special  influence 
upon  the  diaphragm. 

All  the  provers  had  great  desire  for  acids  (vine- 
gar, sour  wine),  and  disrelish  for  cheese,  etc.  (alka- 
Une  food.) 

Chelidonium  is  analogous  to  arnica,  bryonia, 
podophyllum,  leptandria,  baptisia,  sanguinaria  and 
chionanthus. 

Therapeutics. — The  great  celandine  has  been 
used,  both  externally  and  internally,  from  the  re- 
motest antiquity.  The  fresh  juice  was  used  by  the 
ancient  Greeks  as  an  external  application  in  affec- 
tions of  the  eye.  Fabricius,  of  Hilden,  attributes 
to  it  the  power  of  removing  incipient  cataract. 
Schallern  mentions  the  cure  of  several  cases  of 
amaurosis.  Biett  says  it  has  arrested  the  progress 
of  a  pterygium.  Blankard  has  dissipated  with  it 
specks  on  the  cornea.  Galenus  and  Dioscorides 
used  a  vinous  decoction  in  jaundice.  Creuzbauer 
used  it  to  dissolve  biliary  calculi.  Gilibert  and 
Recamier  have  seen  tjood  effects  from  it  in  indolent 
engorgement  of  the  liver  and  spleen,  with  or  with- 
out intermittent  fever.  Lange  has  seen  it  success- 
ful in  pulmonary  catarrh  and  chlorosis,  Lisden- 
fort  in  caries,  Hufeland  in  glandular  affections, 
Boniface  in  pulmonary  phthisis,  and  Riviere  in 
biliary  complaints. 

I  need  hardly  mention  the  vvell-known  power  of 
the  fresh  juice  to  remove  warts,  fungous  growths, 
and  cancerous  excrescences. 

How  is  it  possible  that,  in  spite  of  such  precious 
traditions,  celandine  should  have  fallen  into  such 


complete  disuse,  that  it  is  no  longer  even  men- 
tioned in  but  few  materia  medica .''  Is  it  not 
strange  that  facts  can  be  thus  blotted  out  ?  It  is 
not  because  other  and  better  remedies  have  been 
found  to  take  its  place,  because,  as  I  shall  show 
you,  celandine  is  unequaled  in  the  treatment  of 
various  important  affections. 

I. — In  the  first  place,  celandine  is  superior  to 
arnica  as  a  vulnerary.  In  all  painful  conditions  of 
the  cutis  vera,  and  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  of 
traumatic  origin,  characterized  by  inflammation, 
and  extreme  painfulness  on  pressure,  you  will  find 
celandine  of  the  utmost  value.  In  all  lesions 
caused  by  bruises,  falls  or  sprains ;  in  the  myalgia 
and  exhaustion  of  over-exercise ;  in  traumatic 
pleuro-pneumonia ;  and  even  in  tetanus  caused  by 
traumatic  lesions,  the  local  and  internal  use  of 
celandine  will  prove  its  splendid  curative  power. 
From  indications  in  the  provings,  but  of  this  I 
know  of  no  clinical  confirmation,  I  believe  it  will 
go  beyond  this,  and  follow  up  the  remoter  conse- 
quences of  mechanical  injuries  and  the  results  of 
over-exertion,  even  after  all  local  evidence  of  the 
mischief  has  subsided. 

II. — Then  you  will  find  it  valuable  in  many  forms 
of  cutaneous  disorder ;  in  simple  erythema,  in 
herpetic  or  eczematous  eruptions,  in  falling  out  of 
the  hair  or  beard,  in  warts,  and  in  ulcers,  even  when 
inveterate,  foul  and  phagedenic.  Diseases  occur- 
ring from  suppressed  eruptions  are  frequently 
benefited  by  a  course  of  celandine  in  moderate 
dosage. 

In  diseases  of  the  eye  celandine  has  always  had 
a  reputation.  Dioscorides  gives  the  swallows  the 
credit  of  curing  blindness  in  their  young  by  feed- 
ing them  with  bits  of  the  leaf !  You  will  probably 
find  it  of  value  in  some  cases  of  catarrhal  oph- 
thalmia ;  in  amblyopia  or  amaurosis,  especially 
when  traumatic ;  in  traumatic  iritis ;  in  muscas 
volitantes,  when  they  are  flickering,  sparkling,  or 
black  ;  and  in  absence  of  better  treatment,  you 
might  try  it  in  cataract  and  pterygium,  as  an  alle- 
viative  measure. 

I  have  often  proved  its  efficacy  in  acute  inflammation  of 
the  eyes,  where  they  are  swollen,  injected,  with  a  sensation 
of  burning,  as  if  from  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body. 
When  there  is  excessive  photophobia,  lachrymation,  abun- 
dant sebaceous  secretion,  agglutination  of  the  eyelids  in 
the  morning  ;  shiverings  from  time  to  time  ;  pain  which 
generally  extends  not  only  to  the  forehead,  but  sometimes 
all  over  the  head  ;  this  pain,  beginning  to  be  felt  towards 
2  or  3  P.  M. ,  is  at  its  height  about  8  or  9,  and  prevents 
sleep,  or  even  lying  down,  till  nearly  daybreak. — Ferivat. 

III. — In  the  digestive  tract,  omitting,  for  the 
present,  consideration  of  the  liver,  you  will  find  it 
of  service  in  oesophagitis,  indicated  by  heat  and 
burning  from  the  pharynx  to  the  stomach,  and 
constriction  or  contractive  spasm  low  down  behind 
the  larynx ;  in  dyspepsia,  evinced  by  disrelish  for 
cheese,  meat,  and  other  nitrogenous  foods,  and 
cold  drinks,  with  keen  desire  for  hot  drinks  and 
sour  things,  such  as  lemons,  pickles,  wine  ;  in  in- 
testinal catarrh,  painless,  nocturnal,  yellowish, 
and  sUmy ;  and  bilious  diarrhoea,  with  rumbling  in 
the  abdomen,  before,  during,  and  after  stool,  not 
much  pain,  but  great  feeling  of  debility  and  weak- 
ness. 

In  the  summer  diarrhoea  of  children,  especially 
when  associated  with  laryngeal,  bronchial,  or  lung 
troubles,  it  often  acts  better  than  any  other  rem- 
edy. 

Every  case  of  gastro-intestinal  catarrh  in  chil- 
dren, occurring  at  any  season  of  the  year,  and 
showing  itself  by  bright  colored  diarrhoea,  loss  of 
appetite,  feverish  symptoms,  and  causing  great 
emaciation  and  feebleness,  will  yield  quickly  to 
the  exhibition  of  chelidonium. 

Chelidonium   will  often    be  of  service   to  chil- 
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dren  afflicted  with  worms,  when  they  complain 
of  crawling,  pricking  and  itching  within  the  rec- 
tum, or  on  the  perineum,  associated  with  costive- 
ness.  Schallern  testifies  to  its  good  effects  against 
round  worms. 

Constipation,  with  white,  clay-hke  stools,  or 
resembling  sheep-dung,  is  often  removed  by  gentle 
purgation  with  this  drug. 

IV. — But,  it  is  in  diseases  of  the  liver  that  we 
find  the  real  value  of  celandine.  You  will  find  no 
better  remedy,  and  none  so  often  indicated  in  gen- 
eral practice,  in  the  disorders  of  the  liver.  Valu- 
able as  podophyllum,  leptandra  and  iris  are,  yet,  1 
believe,  chelidonium  is  oftener  indicated  than  either 
of  them.  Pain  under  the  right  scapula,  with  con- 
stipation of  whitish  stool,  or  bright,  yellow  diar- 
rhoeic  stool,  with  acid  urine,  is  diagnostic  for  it. 
You  will  find  it  of  value  in  the  treatment  of  acute 
inflammation  of  the  liver,  induration  of  the  liver, 
catarrh  of  the  gall-ducts,  cholestersmia,  jaundice 
of  every  grade,  biliary  calculi. 

Dr.  Hale  details  a  case  of  biliary  obstruction  in 
which  the  prompt  curative  action  of  the  medicine 
was  unmistakable : 

The  patient  was  a  gentleman,  an  old  resident  of  Chi- 
cago. He  had  been  jaundiced  nearly  two  years,  and  dur- 
ing that  time  had  suffered  intolerably  with  congestive 
chills,  terrible  cardialgia,  periodic  ;  intense  hepatic  pains, 
and  his  appearance  when  I  first  saw  him  was  frightful.  He 
was  bronze-yellow  ;  emaciated  in  the  extreme  ;  urine  scanty 
and  nearly  black  ;  stools  hard  and  white  ;  total  inability  to 
retain  food  ;  pulse  intermittent  and  almost  imperceptible. 
Like  the  case  above  alluded  to,  he  had  been  drugged  con- 
stantly for  the  two  years,  without  the  slightest  benefit.  I 
began  with  two  drops  tinct.  chelid.  every  three  hours,  in- 
creasing it  a  drop  each  dose  every  day,  until  he  took  ten 
drops,  when  he  was  seized  with  intense  pains  in  the  gall- 
bladder, followed  by  the  expulsion  from  the  bowels  of  a 
stone,  dumb-bell  shaped,  nearly  an  inch  long,  and  half  an 
inch  in  diameter.  He  rapidly  recovered. — New  Remedies^ 
p.  138. 

Many  other  cases  of  similar  import  come  to  us 
from  Germany  and  England,  showing  its  wide  ac- 
ceptance. In  two  cases  of  gall-stones  and  black 
jaundice  fifteen  drops  of  the  juice  of  celandine 
four  times  a  day  removed  fifty-three  stones  in  one 
case  and  three  hundred  in  the  other.  In  all,  or 
nearly  all  diseases  in  which  you  will  get  rapid 
curative  effects  from  celandine,  there  will  be  some 
connection  between  the  disorder  and  the  state  of 
the  hepatic  system. 

V. — It  is  probable  that  celandine  may  yet  prove 
of  value  in  renal  troubles,  especially  those  that 
date  back  to  pre-existing  hepatic  derangements.  It 
has  the  power  of  setting  up  a  condition  analogous 
to  Bright's  disease,  and  although  clinical  experi- 
ence has  not  yet  confirmed  the  hypothesis,  I 
would  suggest  that  you  give  it  a  trial,  and  watch 
carefully  the  results.  If,  as  I  hope,  it  can  make  a 
place  for  itself  here,  it  will  be  a  treasure  of  price- 
less value. 

VI. — In  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  respi- 
ratory organs,  it  is  a  remedy  of  considerable  im- 
portance. Influenza,  with  frequent  sneezing,  sore- 
ness in  the  nostrils,  and  associated  with  more  or 
less  irritation  of  the  vagi,  comes  within  its  influ- 
ence. Whooping  cough  is  sometimes  relieved  by 
it,  especially  the  epidemic  form,  with  hepatic  tor- 
por. Laryngitis,  bronchitis,  pneumonitis  and  pleu- 
ritis,  when  the  liver  is  implicated,  and  particularly 
if  there  be  a  yellow,  slimy  diarrhoea,  with  the  pecul- 
iar dietetic  desires  and  dislikes  that  I  have  men- 
tioned, will  yield  to  its  influence.  Even  nervous 
affections,  such  as  asthma,  hay-asthma,  spasm 
of  the  glottis,  prosopalgia  and  chorea,  with  the 
above  concomitants,  are  benefited  by  it. 

Kissel  gives  the  following  sample  cases  of  cough, 
with  emaciation  and  fever  in  the  evening,  that 
come  within  the  province  of  celandine. 


1.  A  boy,  aet.  4,  had  had  a  cough  for  a  week,  and  in  the  even- 
ing a  hot  fit,  with  perfect  intermission,  when  I  undertook  his 
case,  March  19,  1849.  The  boy,  who  was  previously  stout, 
had  become  strikingly  thin,  with  a  dirty-gray  complexion. 
He  complained  of  nothing,  but  coughed  up  a  little  phlegm. 
Auscultation  showed  nothing  abnormal ;  stool  bright-yel- 
low and  consistent  ;  urine  bright-yellow,  clear  and  acid. 
The  pulse  in  the  morning  soft,  not  frequent ;  skin  of  nor- 
mal temperature. 

Gave  twelve  drops  of  liiict.  chelid.  per  day. 
On  the  second  day  the  fever  was  gone,  and  in  a  few  days 
the  child  was  quite  well. 

2.  A  girl,  ast.  4,  had  suffered  for  ten  days  with  cough  and 
loss  of  appetite,  and  had  several  times  had  transient  pain 
in  the  bowels  when  I  saw  her  March  29,  1849.  She  had 
fallen  away  rapidly,  had  a  dingy-gray  complexion,  and 
coughed  hard  without  much  expectoration.  Auscultation 
discovered  mucous  rale  on  both  sides.  Her  tongue  was 
clean;  urine  bright-yellow,  clear  and  natural;  pulse  no 
and  small ;  skin  of  normal  temperature  and  rather  moist ; 
stool  quite  white,  like  thick  pap  ;  conjunctiva  clear  white, 
without  any  trace  of  bilious  tinge. 

9.     Tinct.  chelid.,  3iij. 

Four  drops  five  times  a  day. 

By  March  31  the  cough  was  more  moderate;  stool  once 
brownish,  but  then  white  again.  April  2  it  was  browp,  and 
continued  so  ;  the  mucous  rale  could  scarcely  be  heard  ; 
pulse  80.  The  child  was  playing  again.  Quite  well  by 
April  5. 

Chelidonium  will  materially  alleviate  whooping 
cough,  when  the  catarrhal  symptoms  are  promi- 
nent (or  catarrhal  diarrhoea)  ;  the  cough,  which  is 
violent  and  straining,  with  lachrymation,  alternates 
with  burning,  shooting  and  constrictive  pains  in 
the  larynx,  and  expectoration. 

The  following  case  is  mentioned  as  typical  of 
its  use  in  spasm  of  the  glottis  : 

A  child  one  year  old,  grown  rather  thin,  was  ill  for  ten 
weeks.  Always  on  awaking  it  had  a  fit  of  laryngeal  spasm, 
which  had  become  gradually  more  severe  till  at  last  the  res- 
piration ceased  for  some  time  at  each  fit.  The  tongue  was 
thickly  coated  yellow,  stool  greenish-yellow,  urine  bright 
yellow,  clear  and  strongly  acid. 

"Sf,.     Sodae  carb.,  3  ij. 

Tinct.  chelid.,  gtt.  v. 
Aq.  dest.,   Jij. 
Gummi  Arab.,  3  ij. 

A  teaspoonful  every  hour.  • 
Well  in  four  days. 

VII. — Sometimes  hepatic  derangements  involve 
the  cardiac  structure  and  set  up  an  inflammatory 
action  resulting  in  peri-carditis  or  endo-carditis,  and 
here  also  chelidonium  will  come  to  our  assistance  ; 
just  as  we  saw  digitalis,  when  we  studied  that  drug, 
wiping  out  hepatic  disorders  arising  from  cardiac 
affections.  Analogous  to  aconite  and  bryonia,  it 
will  sometimes  replace  both  of  these  in  the  treat- 
ment of  measles — the  gastro-hepatic  symptoms 
will  be  diagnostic.  It  will  replace  arnica  in  the 
treatment  of  erysipelas  of  the  face,  traumatic  or 
otherwise  ;  and  baptisia  and  rhus,  in  typhoid  fever. 
Dommes  relates  a  severe  case  of  vesicular  erysipe- 
las of  the  face  cured  by  the  tincture  of  chelidonium 
in  six  days.  Rademacher,  Lofller,  Bernhardi,  Kis- 
sel, and  Thienemann  all  found  it  efficacious  in  ep- 
idemics of  typhus,  characterized  by  rapid  general 
emaciation,  sense  of  being  bruised  all  over,  dizzi- 
ness and  confusion  of  head,  and  incoherent  speech. 
The  loose  stools  numbered  six  or  twelve  per  day, 
and  were  bright-yellow  or  green,  watery,  slimy, 
and  parted  into  two  portions,  one  of  which  was 
thinner  and  stood  uppermost,  whilst  the  other  cov- 
ered the  bottom  of  the  vessel.  In  children  they 
were  often  quite  white,  as  in  the  last  stage  of  jaun- 
dice. The  urine  was  at  first  jumentous  and  very 
acid,  then  turned  deep-yellow  and  turbid,  afterwards 
bright-yellow  and  clear.  The  normal  duration  of 
the  disease  was  eight  weeks,  and  death  was  pre- 
ceded by  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels.  The  tinc- 
ture of  chelidonium  was  found  to  be  the  remedy. 
Twenty  drops  per  day  was  given  in  divided  doses, 
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and  complete  recovery  took  place  in  from  two  to 
three  weeks.  Death  occurred  in  no  instance  where 
it  was  employed. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  obstinate  inter- 
mittents  were  formerly  cured  by  chelidonium.  It 
will  be  found  useful  in  those  cases  where  the  fever 
sets  in  daily,  in  the  afternoon  or  evening.  The 
chill  lasts  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  followed  by 
fever  for  two  hours,  with  thirst. 

When  you  meet  with  a  case  of  rheumatism,  or 
rheumatic  gout,  characterized  by  intense  pain  on 
the  part  being  touched  ever  so  gently,  and  particu- 
larly if  the  functions  of  the  pneumo-gastric  are  more 
or  less  perverted,  give  a  trial  to  chelidonium. 

VIII. — In  certain  forms  of  headache  it  is  indis- 
pensable. These  are  mainly  bilious  or  sick  head- 
aches, but  it  will  also  be  useful  occasionally  in  neu- 
ralgic headache.  The  chelidonium  headache  is 
periodic ;  the  pain  is  acute,  and  presses  in  the 
direction  of  the  forehead  {bry?)  ;  it  seems  as  if  the 
head  was  compressed  with  a  bandage,  close  over 
the  eyebrows  {cactus)  ;  when  she  wants  to  sit  up 
in  bed,  she  has  to  raise  her  head  with  her  hand,  for 
fear  the  occiput  will  break  off  from  the  rest  of  the 
skull  (eupat.  perf.)  ;  violent  throbbing  pains  from 
nape,  coming  over  the  occiput  to  the  temple  {san- 
gum.)  ;  pains  in  the  roots  of  the  hair  when  combed 
{mix  vom.) ;  vertigo  when  sitting  up  in  bed 
(arnica),  when  closing  the  eyes  (cofiira  aeon.  puis, 
sang.),  with  tendency  to  fall  forwards  (rhus  tox). 
The  pain  is  relieved  by  eating  {contra  nux),  ag- 
gravated by  fresh  air  {contra  puis.),  by  lying  down 
{contra  nux),  by  cough  {nux  vom.),  by  blowing 
the  nose  {rhus  tox.),  by  stooping  {bry.) 

IX.  And  lastly,  in  some  cases  of  mental  aliena- 
tion, or  suicidal  mania,  when  the  person  is  restless, 
forgetful,  quarrelsome,  and  imagines  she  has  com- 
mitted some  great  or  unpardonable  crime ;  you 
will  relieve  this  condition,  arising  reflexly  from 
long-continued  hepatic  and  gastric  disorder,  and 
cure  its  hepatic  causator,  by  administering  a  course 
of  celandine. 

In  diseases  calling  for  chelidonium,  the  following 
symptoms  are  diagnostic  : 

Forgets  easily. 

Sleepy,  but  cannot  sleep. 

Dread  of  motion. 

Tongue  narrow,  pointed,  white. 

Redness  of  the  left  cheek. 

Longing  for  milk,  wine,  acids. 

Urine  intensely  sour. 

Stools  bright  yellow. 

Skin  lemon  color. 

Chelidonium  is  best  suited  to  blonde  persons, 
bryonia  to  those  with  dark  hair  and  eyes. 

Now,  as  to  dose.  We  may  take  a  leaf  out  of 
Rademacher's  expenence,  who  first  used  it  in  mas- 
sive doses,  but  finding  many  disappointments,  re- 
duced his  doses  to  a  few  drops,  or  fractions  of  a 
drop,  with  manifest  good  results.  The  best  results 
follow  the  smallest  doses.  Give  five  drops  of  the 
fluid  extract  in  an  ounce  of  water,  a  teaspoonful 
every  hour  or  two  ;  increase  if  effects  are  not  ob- 
served, decrease  when  it  causes  aggravation  of  the 
complaint.     The  maximum  dose  is  a  half   drachm. 


Veratrum  Viride. 

By  A.  F.  Hagadorn,  M.  D.,  West  Bay  City,  Mich. 

FIRST  I  am  miserable,  and  then  I  am  "  'appy." 
First  I  read  Dr.  Lawrence's  article  on  "  ver- 
atrum viride,"  in  which  he  tried  so  hard  to  prove  me 
a  "  hero,"  but  as  I  never  aspired  to  that  appellation, 
I  don't  mind  his  article,  particularly.  "  I'm  not  vain." 
In  regard  to  the  doctor's  criticism,  I  have  little  to 
say.     I  will  simply  state  that  in  giving  large  doses 


of  veratrum,  I  did  so  for  a  double  purpose,  viz.,  its 
antispasmodic  and  emetic  effect,  both  of  which  I 
invariably  obtained,  and,  according  to  my  opinion, 
I  could  not  have  obtained  a  more  prompt  effect  in 
either  direction,  by  any  remedy,  or  set  of  remedies 
in  the  materia  medica,  than  I  did  from  the  vera- 
trum. The  doctor  will  perhaps  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  out  of  my  fifty  cases  referred  to  in  my  article, 
two  died ;  and,  singularly  enough,  to  one  of  them 
I  gave  no  veratrum.  To  the  other,  instead  of 
giving  a  "  heroic  dose,"  I  only  gave  drop  doses, 
repeated  every  half  hour,  and  the  convulsions  con- 
tinued until  death  closed  the  scene,  a  high  and 
bounding  pulse  continuing  almost  to  the  last.  In 
the  former  case  chloral  and  bromide  of  potassium 
were  the  anti-convulsives  relied  on.  I  think,  without 
a  single  exception,  that  to  the  other  48  cases  I 
gave  veratrum  in  from  10  to  20-drop  doses,  or 
even  more.  Now,  I  wish  to  treat  this  matter  can- 
didly, and  will  say  that  since  that  summer  I  have 
not  given  one-third  teaspoonful  doses  of  veratrum, 
simply  because  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  deeming 
smaller  doses  quite  sufficient  for  its  antispasmodic 
effect  (which  I  did  at  the  time  I  gave  it),  and  de- 
pending on  less  depressing  emetics  ;  for  if  vomiting 
should  not  occur  soon,  the  dose  would  prove  un- 
necessarily large ;  but  I  hardly  think  so  disastrous 
a  result  as  Dr.  L.  suggests,  would  ensue.  For 
stimulants  properly  administered,  would,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  revive  the  patient,  acting 
as  they  do  to  stimulate  the  heart's  action,  while  the 
veratrum  depresses  it.  But  now,  what  shall  I  do .'' 
Here  comes  Dr.  W.  S.  Latta,  from  away  out 
in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  who  says  he  is  surprised 
that  veratrum  viride  should  be  styled  by  some  a 
"  new  agent."  Well,  it  may  have  been  styled  a 
"  new  agent ;"  if  so,  I  have  not  seen  it  so  de- 
nominated. He  also  thinks  it  strange  "  that  there 
should  be  such  a  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  its 
proper  administration,"  as  if  a  general  diversity 
of  opinion  is  not  held  in  regard  to  almost  every 
remedy  in  the  materia  medica.  He  also  assumes 
that  chloral  and  bromide  of  potassium  are  anti- 
dotes for  poisoning  by  veratrum,  which  they  are 
not,  the  only  effect  being  to  allay  nausea  and 
vomiting ;  and,  according  to  his  ideas,  must  only 
hasten  the  early  demise  of  the  patient.  Now, 
I  will  admit  that  should  vomiting  not  follow  soon 
after  the  administration  of  a  large  dose  (and  the 
dose  can  be  only  relative,  like  every  other  drug), 
stimulants  might  be  required  to  counteract  its 
depressing  effect.  But  who  would  think,  but  a 
man  who  is  fully  up — yes,  I  must  put  it  stronger, 
far  in  advance  of  "the  age  " — of  giving  chloral  or 
bromide  of  potassium  as  an  antidote.  Then,  after 
assuming  an  absurdity,  he  makes  it  the  basis  for 
some  quite  extensive  remarks  on  hniment,  strych- 
nine, etc.,  all  of  which  is  as  foreign  as  one  can 
imagine,  to  my  treatment.  He  evidently  is  at- 
tempting to  gain  a  little  notoriety  by  reviewing  my 
article,  all  of  which  he  is  quite  welcome  to,  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned.  He  admits  of  having  nearly 
killed  one  patient  by  his  method  of  administration, 
and  says  he  "  could  refer  to  several  other  cases 
where  the  toxical  effects  of  the  drug  were  strongly 
manifested  under  the  use  of  these  small  doses  ;" 
and  now  I  wish  to  say  that  in  all  probability  it  was 
the  small  and  repeated  doses  that  caused  such 
depression.  In  other  words,  he  gave  it  in  cumula- 
tive doses,  but  not  in  sufficient  doses  to  induce 
vomiting,  consequently  he  came  near  killing  his 
patient.  He  also  tells  us  "  that  the  plan  of  using 
veratrum,  with  several  other  agents  of  different 
classes,  and  attempting  to  cure  all  kinds  of  diseases 
with  it,  is  behind  the  age,"  and  then  he  lays  down 
what  he  is  pleased  to  call  "  proper  treatment,"  in 
which  he  gives  four  or  five  different  remedies  along 
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with  the  veratrum — who  is  behind  the  age  now? — 
and  winds  up  by  saying  :  "  It  is  hard  to  tell  how 
much  credit  is  due  to  the  veratrum."  (Omnibus, 
you  see.)  Then  in  rheumatism  he  says,  "  it  should 
be  given  sufficiently,  often  to  nauseate,  but  not  to 
vomit ;  but  in  sick  headache  "  it  may  be  repeated 
until  it  vomits ;"  but  you  must  of  course  give  in 
small  doses,  and  let  it  accumulate  in  the  system, 
no  matter  if  it  takes  two  drachms ;  but  if  you 
should  give  one-third  of  a  teaspoonful,  and  induce 
vomiting  in  a  few  minutes,  and  before  one-tenth 
part  of  it  is  taken  up  into  the  circulation,  especially 
if  you  follow  its  administration,  sooner  or  later, 
with  any  other  medicine  you  are  "behind  the  age." 
In  our  opinion,  our  caustic  critic  is  ridiculous 
in  his  attempts  to  lay  before  us,  what  he  styles, 
"  proper  treatment ;"  such  egotism  as  he  manifests 
in  his  article,  is  simply  unpardonable  in  a  man  who 
would  attempt  to  lay  down  "  proper  treatment." 
Now,  his  whole  criticism,  from  beginning  to  end, 
is  wholly  uncalled  for.  I  did  not,  in  my  article, 
advocate  any  methodical  dose  of  veratrum.  I 
simply  stated  how  I  gave  it  during  a  certain  epi- 
.  demic,  so  to  speak,  of  spasms,  together  with  the 
results.  Nor  would  I  give  it  in  such  doses  under 
other  circumstances,  perhaps.  I,  however,  am  not 
alone  so  far  as  large  doses  are  concerned  ;  and 
did  I  wish  to  wrangle,  or  substantiate  the  doses 
I  then  used,  I  would  not  be  at  a  loss  to  find  many 
who  have  used  it  in  equally  large  doses. 

Constipation  and  Dyspepsia. 

By  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit. 

CONSTIPATION  and  dyspepsia  seem  to  be  in- 
separable from  our  modern  civilized  life.  It 
is  not  easy  to  determine  whether  our  ancestors 
who  lived  by'.hunting  and  fishing  were  so  troubled 
or  not,  but  in  these  days  of  hurry  and  worry,  idle- 
ness and  fashion,  constipation  is  one  of  the  most 
common  ailments.  Some  cases,  it  is  true,  are  very 
slight,  but  very  many  not  only  cause  much  trouble 
but  are  also  associated  with  dyspepsia  and  its  at- 
tendant troubles,  which  are  legion. 

Chronic  constipation  of  the  bowels  is  very 
common  and  may  cause  great  annoyance  to  the 
patient  and  physician.  Remedy  after  remedy  has 
been  tried  with  only  temporary  benefit,  until  both 
physician  and  patient  were  pleased  to  conclude  a 
truce  and  permit  the  enemy  to  hold  the  field.  Some 
cases  have  been  benefited  by  change  of  business  or 
diet  or  both,  others  by  a  long  and  tedious  course  of 
treatment,  but  there  is  no  remedy  that  commands  the 
implicit  confidence  of  the  profession  for  this  trouble. 

Various  attempts  have  been  made  to  discover  or 
devise  some  remedy  to  relieve  or  cure  constipa- 
tion of  the  bowels.  The  country  has  been  flooded 
with  pill  and  other  proprietary  medicines,  but  still 
the  trouble  continues.  Any  remedy  that  will  meet 
the  majority  of  indications  in  these  cases  will  be  a 
boon  to  suffering  humanity. 

A  few  years  ago  a  remedy  was  introduced  to 
the  attention  of  the  profession  which  seems  worthy 
of  extensive  trial.  It  may  not  prove  a  specific  for 
all  cases  of  chronic  constipation — possibly  no  rem- 
edy could — but  it  seems  to  be  more  generally  ap- 
plicable than  any'other  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 
This  remedy  is  cascara  sagrada,  one  of  the  varieties 
of  the  rhamnus  family  found  in  CaUfornia.  Cas- 
cara sagrada  {rhamnus  purshiana)  seems  to  be 
laxative  and  tonic  in  its  action,  for  while  it  acts  on 
the  whole  extent  of  the  bowels  it  gives  them 
tonicity.  It  seldom  causes  pain  or  inconvenience 
except  in  taking,  and  unlike  most  other  remedies 
of  this  class  the  quantity  required  gradually  be- 
comes less  instead  of  more,  till  it  may  be  discon- 
tinued altogether. 


I  have  used  cascara  sagrada  for  considerable 
time  and  a  few  cases  will  be  given  illustrating  the 
uses  of  this  valuable  remedy. 

Case  i.  Mrs.  A.  B.,  aged  76,  of  medium  height 
and  nervous  temperament,  has  been  troubled  with 
both  headache  and  constipation  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  other  respects  her  health  has  been  good 
for  one  of  her  years.  About  three  years  ago  she 
had  congestion  of  the  brain  which  yielded  readily 
to  treatment  but  left  her  old  troubles  rather  worse. 
She  tried  various  remedies  to  regulate  her  bowels 
and  finally  settled  down  to  calomel  followed  by 
some  saline  cathartic  or  rhubarb.  These  gave 
temporary  relief,  but  the  frequent  repetition — one 
to  three  times  a  week — became  quite  annoying. 
The  appetite,  though  somewhat  irregular,  was 
tolerably  good.  This  seemed  a  good  case  to  test 
the  value  of  our  new  remedy.  I  ordered  quarter- 
drachm  doses  of  cascara  sagrada  three  times  a  day 
if  required.  The  patient  was  mstructed  to  increase 
the  dose  if  required,  or  take  a  less  number  if  found 
sufficient.  Three  doses  a  day  for  a  short  time  pro- 
duced the  desired  results.  Then  the  evening  dose 
was  omitted,  and  from  this  time  the  quantity  re- 
quired became  gradually  less.  Within  two  weeks 
the  patient  reported  that  she  was  well  pleased  with 
results,  and  only  one  dose  in  about  three  days  kept 
the  bowels  in  excellent  condition. 

Case  2.  Mrs.  C.  D.,  aged  28  years,  married,  has 
been  troubled  with  constipation  since  she  was  a 
girl,  some  ten  or  twelve  years.  During  the  last 
five  years  her  health  has  been  failing.  She  has 
suffered  from  prolapsus  uteri  and  endometritis. 
During  the  last  two  years,  unless  relieved  by  med- 
icine, her  bowels  would  move  about  once  a  week. 
The  appetite  was  poor  and  irregular.  She  suffered 
severely  from  neuralgia.  Though  mother  of  two 
children  her  life  had  become  burdensome.  A  num- 
ber of  physicians  had  been  consulted  and  many 
remedies  tried  with  only  temporary  relief.  Nearly 
all  faith  in  doctors  and  drugs  was  lost. 

I  was  called  to  attend  this  woman  for  uterine 
trouble,  which  was  no  doubt  aggravated  by  the 
torpid  condition  of  the  alimentary  canal.  To  re- 
lieve the  constipation  and  neuralgia  fluid  extracts 
rhamnus  purshiana  and  berberis  aquifolium  were 
ordered  three  times  a  day.  The  appetite  soon  im- 
proved, the  neuralgic  pains  subsided,  and  the  bow- 
els became  regular.  As  in  the  previous  case,  the 
medicine  was  given  at  greater  intervals,  and  finally 
discontinued,  the  bowels  acting  sufficiently  without 
medicine. 

It  has  been  stated  by  gynaecologists  that  90  per 
cent  of  women  are  troubled  with  some  disease  or 
weakness  of  the  womb.  Probably  a  larger  propor- 
tion are  troubled  with  constipation.  In  not  a  few 
cases  the  uterine  difficulty  is  caused  by  torpor  of 
the  bowels,  and  almost  any  of  them  may  be  aggra- 
vated thereby.  Some  cannot  be  successfully  treated 
while  such  torpor  exists.  I  know  of  no  single 
remedy  which  can  with  success  be  substituted  for 
cascara  as  a  laxative  in  gynaecological  practice. 

Case  3.  E.  F.,  a  boy  aged  six  years,  has  been 
troubled  with  constipation  since  birth.  The  boy 
like  his  mother,  is  of  a  nervous  temperament,  and 
probably  inherits  his  trouble  to  some  extent.  Diet 
and  various  kinds  of  medicine  were  tried,  but  so 
little  relief  was  obtained  that  the  parents  became 
discouraged  and  permitted  the  child  to  go  for  days 
at  a  time  without  alvine  discharges.  This  child,  like 
many  of  the  genus  puer,  had  no  great  relish  for 
nauseous  drugs,  and  cascara  was  not  ordered  on 
account  of  its  disagreeable  taste.  At  length  this 
child  suffered  from  rather  severe  convulsions  due 
to  the  condition  of  the  bowels.  Fever  stimulated 
parental  duty  to  activity,  and  the  child  took  cascara 
with  very  gratifying  results. 
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Many  other  cases  might  be  cited  illustrating  the 
uses  of  rhamnus  purshiana  in  this  troublesome  dif- 
ficulty, but  these  are  sufficient  for  one  side.  Fail- 
ures are  often  valuable.     One  will  be  given. 

Case  4.  Mrs.  G.  H.,  a  woman  of  large  family, 
has  been  troubled  with  dyspepsia  and  constipation 
for  a  number  of  years.  Severe  attacks  of  gastro- 
dynia  became  painfully  frequent.  I  ordered  a 
small  bottle  of  rhamnus  purshiana  which  was 
taken  without  benefit,  but  as  the  woman  was  a 
poor  hand  to  take  medicine — a  very  unusual  cir- 
cumstance—the directions  were  not  carefully  fol- 
lowed. By  the  urgent  request  of  the  physician, 
backed  by  another  rather  severe  attack  of  gastro- 
dynia,  another  bottle  of  the  medicine  was  tried  with 
satisfactory  results. 

Now,  whether  this  want  of  results  with  the  first 
bottle  was  due  to  irregularity  in  obeying  orders,  or 
to  some  deficiency  in  the  medicine,  I  can  not  tell. 
Similar  cases  have  occurred  in  the  hands  of  other 
physicians,  and  is  probably  due  to  the  poor  quality 
of  the  drug,  or  to  some  error  in  putting  up  the 
prescription. 

Cascara  sagrada  belongs  to  a  widely  distributed 
family  of  plants,  some  of  which  have  been  long 
used  as  medicines.  The  most  important  of 
these  are  rhamnus  catharticus  and  rhamnus  fran- 
gula.  The  former  is  now  seldom  used  on  account 
of  the  severity  of  its  action  as  a  cathartic  ;  the  lat- 
ter, being  less  laxative  than  rhamnus  purshiana,  has 
probably  been  substituted  for  its  Californian  kin- 
dred. If  this  be  the  case,  it  will  account  for  some 
of  the  failures.  Notwithstanding  the  occasional 
failure,  whether  from  impure  or  wrong  medicine,  I 
now  prescribe  cascara  with  considerable  confidence, 
and  commend  it  to  the  careful  attention  ot  the  pro- 
fession. 


Viburnum  Prunifolium. 

By  H.  C.  BuLLARD,  M.  D.,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 

IN  the  use  of  new  remedies,  there  are  influences 
at  work  which  prevent  their  indiscriminate  use 
by  practitioners.  At  the  outset  it  is  unjust  to  our 
patrons  to  employ  experimentally  any  remedy  that 
has  merely  a  local  reputation  ;  or  that  is  recom- 
mended empirically  as  efficacious  in  certain  dis- 
eases. It  is  only  as  a  "  dernier  resort "  in  some 
desperate  case,  that  the  conscientious  physician 
can  venture  upon  the  employment  of  any  such 
remedy.  The  local  circumstances  surrounding  a 
physician,  exert  a  more  powerful  influence  over  the 
practicability  of  making  use  of  any  unduly  author- 
ized new  remedy.  In  this  section,  where  homoeo- 
pathy has  been  unduly  martyrized,  and  is  now 
reaping  the  reward  of  martyrdom,  it  is  unjust  to 
"  rational  medicine"  to  bring  it  into  disrepute  by 
venturing  too  boldly  upon  a  path  leading  to  an  un- 
certain termination.  I  do  not  intend  by  this  to 
convey  the  idea  that  a  physician  should  not  pre- 
scribe at  all  times  for  his  patient  what  he  may  con- 
sider best  at  the  time,  without  fear  of  the  conse- 
quences to  his  local  reputation.  Be  sure  that  you 
are  right,  then  go  ahead  without  let  or  hindrance. 

In  sections  of  our  country,  where  the  employ- 
ment of  drugs  is  often  controlled  by  the  inability 
to  obtain  a  known  remedy  when  most  needed,  the 
physician  is  often  forced  to  employ  some  drug 
hitherto  untried,  for  such  an  emergency.  The  suc- 
cess or  failure  in  the  result  justifies  such  an  one  in 
the  future  employment  of  such  remedy,  or  in  the 
condemning  of  it.  In  this  section  our  facilities  for 
procuring  our  drugs  would  very  rarely  give  coun- 
tenance to  such  a  procedure. 

I  have  watched,  with  much  interest,  for  reports 
upon  any  new  remedies,  as  contained  in  your  in- 
teresting and,   to    me,    valuable    journal.     Thus 


watching,  I  have  found  some  of  your  newly  recom- 
mended remedies  so  well  substantiated  in  regard 
to  their  action,  that  I  have  felt  not  only  justified  in 
employing  them,  but  unquestionably  called  upon 
to  employ  them  in  my  practice.  With  your  kind 
permission  I  will  detail  the  result  of  the  employ- 
ment of  two  of  them,  viz. :  of  viburnum  pruni- 
folium, and  cereus  bonplandii. 

The  physician  is  repeatedly  called  upon  to  relieve 
the  pains  of  dysmenorrhoea.  After  repeated  trials, 
and  usually  as  many  failures,  we  are  forced  to  fall 
back  for  relief  upon  that  last  resort,  morphine,  with 
all  its  attendant  evils. 

When  summoned  to  the  bedside  of  the  young 
girl,  or  the  unmarried  woman,  we  usually  meet  with 
some  insuperable  obstacles  to  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  uterus,  or  to  any  examination  whatever. 
In  such  cases  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  the 
greatest  desideratum  to  possess  something  that 
would  at  least  relieve,  if  only  temporarily.  In  vi- 
burnum prunifolium  I  feel  assured  that  there  does 
exist  such  a  remedy.  Previous  to  this  I  have  made 
use  of  the  old  viburnum  compound,  but  after  re- 
peated trials,  and  many  failures,  I  had  abandoned 
its  use.  So  much  has  my  confidence  in  it  become 
strengthened  that  I  prescribe  it  in  dysmenorrhoea, 
feeling  assured  that  it  will  afford  pennanent  relief 
to  functional  dysmenorrhoea,  as  well  as  temporary 
relief  to  such  as  are  due  to  organic  disease.  If  no 
relief  is  obtained  after  two  or  three  trials,  then  I 
consider  it  my  duty  to  explain  the  case  to  my  pa- 
tient, and  demand  an  examination  of  the  uterus. 
The  patient  now  is  in  a  condition  to  submit  willingly 
to  such  an  examination. 

Each  case  always  presents  itself  to  the  mind  of  a 
physician  as  an  indication  of  some  abnormal  con- 
dition, which  condition  demands  to  be  discovered 
and  removed.  The  discovery  of  this  condition  will 
lead  to  its  appropriate  treatment  either  constitutional 
or  local,  or  perhaps  both.  I  will  detail  two  cases 
out  of  many  illustrating  the  benefits  of  viburnum 
prunifoUum. 

Case  I.  I  was  called  to  treat  Miss  A.,  whom  I 
found  suffering  from  dysmenorrhoea.  Her  first 
demand  was  for  morphine.  As  I  found  upon  in- 
quiry that  she  had  suffered  from  this  complaint  for 
some  time,  and  had  always  had  morphine  dealt  out 
to  her,  after  having  tried  in  vain  other  remedies,  I 
decided  to  make  trial  of  the  viburnum  prunifolium. 
I  prescribed  one-half  teaspoonful  of  the  viburnum 
every  hour  for  three  hours,  and  then  every  two  to 
three  hours.  Upon  my  visit  the  next  day  I  found 
that  menstruation  had  begun.  She  reported  her- 
self much  relieved  by  the  medicine,  but  still  de- 
manded morphine,  fearing  exacerbations  of  pain. 
I  refused  her  request,  and  advised  the  lise  of  the 
medicine  once  in  three  hours  and  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary. The  next  day  found  her  feeling  much  better, 
and  pleased  that  "  morphine  had  been  denied  her, 
as  there  were  no  unpleasant  sequels  from  this 
medicine."  I  advised  her  to  use  the  medicine  in 
one-half  teaspoonful  doses  twice  a  day  for  some 
five  days  before  her  next  menstruation.  Her  next 
menstrual  period  was  so  free  from  pain  that  no 
demand  was  made  for  morphine.  At  the  next  she 
was  so  free  from  pain  that  menstruation  had  set  in 
before  she  was  aware  of  the  fact,  except  by  the 
staining  of  her  linen. 

Case  2.  Mrs.  B —  had  been  treated  symptomati- 
cally  for  some  time  by  a  homeopathic  physician. 
As  she  was  menstruating  at  the  time  of  my  being 
summoned,  I  prescribed  viburnum,  and  demanded 
an  examination  after  her  recovery.  She  obtained 
some  relief  from  the  medicine.  Afterwards  upon 
examination,  I  found  a  retroflexed  uterus  of  some 
two  years'  standing,  the  organ  somewhat  enlarged 
and  congested.     I  prescribed  for  her,  and  advised 
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the  use  of  the  viburnum  before  her  next  menstrua- 
tion in  the  same  way  as  case  i.  Her  next  period 
passed  without  much  pain,  but  as  she  suffered 
more  at  the  next,  I  was  again  summoned.  I 
found  a  shght  prolapse  of  the  uterus,  which 
was  also  congested.  I  put  her  upon  ustilago 
maidis  and  the  use  of  the  viburnum  as 
before.  After  the  next  period  saw  her,  when  she 
reported  more  ease  than  at  the  previous  menstrua- 
tions. As  the  uterus  was  low  down  in  the  pelvis, 
I  inserted  a  pessary,  and  prescribed  dialyzed  iron, 
with  the  use  of  the  viburnum  as  before.  She  has 
menstruated  twice  since  then,  and  so  free  from 
pain  was  she  at  her  last  period  that  no  medicine 
was  required  for  easing  pain.  There  is  one  point 
in  this  case  worthy  of  mention  :  as  menstruation 
approached  she  had  been  continually  disturbed  by 
the  collection  of  flatus  in  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
eructation  giving  no  relief.  At  my  last  visit  I  found 
her  entirely  relieved  of  this  uncomfortable  and 
even  distressing  symptom. 


Rhus  Toxicodendron. 

By  John  A.  Henning,  M.  D.,  Red  Key,  Ind. 

THERE  are  three  species  of  rhus,  but  of  this  one 
.we  desire  to  give  our  acquaintance  and  expe- 
rience together  with  its  medicinal  properties  and 
uses.  For  a  description  and  history  of  this  plant, 
the  reader  is  referred  to  any  of  our  dispensatories. 

I  would,  however,  say  the  poison  oak  is  a  power- 
ful poison,  an  irritant,  and  should  be  handled  with 
great  care.  The  same  must  be  said  of  many 
other  valuable  agents,  such  as  aconite,  nux  vomica, 
cannabis  indica,  etc. 

I  have  been  using  the  fluid  extract  of  the  rhus 
toxicodendron  the  past  year,  and  in  many  diseases 
it  is  an  admirable  remedy  to  fill  certain  indications. 
In  nearly  all  cases  of  catarrh  there  is  a  dull,  heavy, 
aching  pain,  above  both  eyes,  and  the  pain  con- 
tinues for  a  long  time,  unless  removed  ;  the  rhus 
in  a  week  or  ten  days  will  remove  that  pain, 
and  it  has  not  failed  in  five  or  six  cases  that  came 
under  my  care.  When  erysipelas  is  character- 
ized by  a  burning  pain,  it  will  modify  the  symp- 
tom speedily.  In  bright  redness  or  flush  in  any 
form  of  disease,  in  acute  or  chronic,  it  is  indicated. 
It  reduces  the  temperature  in  a  feeble  form,  yet  in 
combination  with  aconite,  given  as  a  sedative,  it 
is  very  perceptibly  noticed.  But  it  seems  to  work 
better  when  combined  with  gelseminum,  as  then  it 
acts  through  the  nervous  system. 

In  some  forms  of  inflammation  it  is  an  admirable 
remedy,  but  we  must  know  in  what  form.  If  it  is  of 
a  burning,  stinging  character,  it  removes  the  irrita- 
tion, and  thus  lessens  the  inflammation.  The  same 
may  be  said  when  delirium  is  present.  In  spinal 
irritation,  with  enfeebled  circulation,  or  spinal 
anaemia,  it  is  an  excellent  remedy  combined  with 
nux  vomica,  and  it  acts  very  promptly  in  this  form 
of  disease.  In  passive  congestion  of  the  brain,  or 
in  meningitis,  it  is  indicated. 

Its  general  action,  when  taken  in  proper  doses, 
is  as  a  laxative,  diaphoretic,  diuretic,  and  particu- 
larly as  a  stimulant  of  the  nervous  system. 

Another  common  indication  for  this  valuable 
remedy  is  in  pneumonia,  where  we  find  bright  flush- 
ing of  the  cheek,  with  pain  in  forehead,  and  the 
peculiar  red  appearance  of  the  papillae  at  the 
tip  of  the  tongue.  It  may  be  combined  with  sed- 
atives, and  will  nicely  control  those  symptoms. 

For  all  those  symptoms  enumerated  I  do  not 
know  of  a  single  remedy  that  is  as  good  as  the 
rhus.  I  am  aware  that  it  requires  a  little  care  and 
discrimination  to  decide  when  and  when  not  to 
give  it,  but  that  is  our  business  TO  LEARN. 

Too  many  of  our  valuable  remedies  are   over- 


looked in  this  respect ;  if  we  would  observe  more 
closely  when  giving  many  remedies,  that  is,  in 
what  peculiar  condition  the  system  is,  and  then 
make  practical  deductions  in  our  observations, 
we  would  have  better  success  in  combating  disease. 

But  I  wish  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  profession  to  this  remedy  as  a  special  nervous 
stimulant.  How  often  do  we  find  patients,  either 
in  the  recovery  from  acute  diseases,  or  chronic  form, 
in  whom  a  special  nervous  stimulant  is  indicated. 
Such  cases  occur  pretty  often  in  my  practice  ;  then 
I  give  the  rhus  with  much  confidence,  and  it  seldom 
fails  me.  Then  in  nervous  prostration  I  can  with 
confidence  recommend  this  remedy. 

The  dose  of  this  remedy,  like  that  of  many  others, 
varies.  All  remedies  should  be  given  to  influence 
the  system.  Some  persons  can  bear  more  than 
others.  I  usually  give  the  fluid  extract  of  rhustox., 
gtts.  V  to  XV  to  I  iv  water,  and  then  with  such  other 
remedies  as  may  be  indicated.  Or  it  may  be  given 
alone  at  intervals,  with  other  remedies.  Yet,  I  think 
it  needs  still  closer  study,  and  further  observations. 


Berberis    Aquifolium    and    other    New 
Remedies. 

By  F.  A.  Mandeville,  M.  D.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

IN  March  last  I  was  called  upon  to  treat  a  case 
of  eczema  capitis  of  several  years'  standing, 
the  patient  a  lady  aged  about  50  years. 

I  tried  various  remedies  with  only  partial  suc- 
cess. Several  weeks  ago  I  commenced  giving  her 
fluid  extract  of  berberis  aquifolium  in  1 5-drop  doses 
three  times  a  day,  and  using  oxide"  of  zinc  locally. 
In  a  few  days  improvement  commenced,  and  has 
continued  steadily  up  to  the  present  time. 

I  would  say  that  oxide  of  zinc  had  constituted  a 
part  of  the  treatment  previous  to  the  use  of  ber- 
beris aquifoHum,  so  that  the  present  improvement 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  use  of  that  agent. 

VERBA    REUMA. 

Some  months  ago  my  attention  was  called  to 
yerba  reuma  by  articles  in  your  journal  on  its 
use  in  the  treatment  of  catarrhal  affections,  and 
since  that  time  I  have  given  it  a  thorough  trial.  I 
have  probably  used  it  more  in  the  treatment  of 
nasal  catarrh  than  any  other  disease,  and  as  a  lo- 
cal application  in  this  troublesome  affection  it  has 
certainly  proven  itself  valuable.  I  generally  use  it 
in  the  strength  of  a  drachm  to  a  drachm  and  a 
half  to  the  ounce  of  water,  and  apply  it  by  means 
of  the  post-nasal  syringe,  previously  cleansing  the 
nasal  cavity  with  tepid  water,  with  the  addition  of 
a  few  grains  of  bicarbonate  of  soda.  At  home  I 
have  patients  snuff  the  solution  of  yerba  reuma  up 
into  the  nostrils  from  the  palm  of  the  hand.  Used 
locally  in  this  way  I  have  noticed  a  diminution  in 
the  discharge  and  an  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  nasal 
passages.  In  the  more  acute  cases,  where  we 
find  the  parts  swollen  and  inflamed,  with  excoria- 
tion of  the  membrane  in  the  anterior  nares,  yerba 
reuma  certainly  exercises  a  very  beneficial  effect  by 
subduing  the  inflammation,  and  healing  up  the  ex- 
coriated surfaces. 

YERBA   SANTA   AND    GRINDELIA   ROBUSTA. 

These  remedies  have  proven  themselves  of 
signal  value  in  the  treatment  of  bronchial  affec- 
tions, and  especially  so  in  asthma.  I  will  cite  one 
case  of  great  severity  which  came  under  my  care 
about  a  year  ago.  A  lady  aged  about  twenty- 
seven  or  twenty-eight  years  had  been  subject  to 
attacks  of  asthma  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  the 
paroxysms  gradually  increasing  in  frequency  and 
intensity  until  her  health  had  become  seriously  im- 
paired   as  a  consequence — dry   cough,  scanty  ex- 
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pectoration,  paroxysms  very  severe  and  of  un- 
usual length.  I  gave  expectorants  and  anti-spas- 
modics  freely,  used  inhalations  of  chloroform, 
ether  and  nitrite  of  amyl,  without  affording  my 
patient  much  relief,  and,  as  a  last  resort,  tried  yerba 
santa  and  grindelia  robusta  in  combination,  giving 
half-drachm  doses  of  each  every  hour  for  the  first 
two  or  three  doses,  then  lengthening  the  interval 
to  two  or  three  hours.  Relief  followed  very  speed- 
ily without  further  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms. 
With  the  addition  of  tonics  this  constituted  my 
treatment  of  the  case.  She  has  recently  had  an- 
other severe  attack,  which  was  readily  controlled 
by  the  same  treatment. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

By  C.  S.  Parkhill,  M.  D.,  Hornellsville,  N.  V. 

MY  attention  was  called  through  the  columns 
of  your  journal  to  cascara  sagrada  as  a 
remedy  for  constipation,  and  feeling  the  necessity 
for  something  more  reliable  than  the  remedies  or- 
dinarily used,  I  decided  to  give  cascara  sagrada  a 
thorough  trial,  and  for  the  past  two  years  have 
been  gratified  with  the  result,  and  now  consider  it 
as  the  safest  and  most  reliable  of  its  class.  I 
could  give  the  history  of  several  cases  of  obstinate 
constipation,  some  of  which  had  resisted  the  usual 
remedies  for  years,  but  yielded  readily  to  the  influ- 
ence of  this  drug,  and  when  continued  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  a  cure  was  effected. 
For  adults  I  usually  prescribe  : 

B.     P.;  D.  &  Co.'s  fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrada, 
Ext.  malt,  aa  5  ij. 

M.  Sig.    Teaspoonful  after  meals. 

For  children  combine  it  with  aromatic  syrup  of 
rhubarb,  or  simple  elixir,  in  proportions  to  meet  the 
indications  of  the  case.  By  combining  cascara  with 
either,  the  bitter  taste  is  so  masked  that  it  is  ren- 
dered less  objectionable  to  administer  to  children. 

I  have  been  informed  by  representatives  of 
certain  drug  houses  that  cascara  sagrada  is  probably 
a  compound.  Admitting  that  to  be  true,  I  con- 
sider it  a  fortunate  combination  for  any  suffering 
with  indigestion  and  constipation. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  wish  to  say  something  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question  of  new  remedies.  They 
are  well  enough,  and  much  credit  is  due  Dr. 
Bundy  for  the  discovery,  and  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
for  their  enterprise  in  putting  new  and  valuable 
remedies  upon  the  market,  but  I  am  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  the  price  of  their  fluid  extracts 
is  entirely  too  high  to  become  popular  with  either 
physician  or  patient.  In  times  like  these  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  adhere  to  the  strictest  prin- 
ciples of  economy  in  medicines  as  well  as  any 
other  necessity.  No  matter  how  necessary  or 
valuable  the  remedy  may  be,  people  are  inclined 
to  complain  if  the  druggist  charges  more  than  an 
average  price  for  a  prescription,  or  the  physician 
more  than  the  usual  price  per  visit,  as  he  would 
have  to  do  if  he  furnished  the  medicine,  or  get 
nothing  for  his  services.  Consequently,  to  do  the 
greatest  amount  of  good  with  new  remedies  to  the 
greatest  number  they  should  be  sold  at  a  price  that 
people  can  afford  to  pay,  and  the  increased  sales  at 
a  smaller  profit  would  be  as  remunerative  to  the 
manufacturers,  to  say  nothing  of  the  gratitude  of 
the  "  suffering  poor." 

Guarana  in  Sick  Headache. 

By  O.  C.  JosLVN,  M.  D.,  St.  John's,  Mich. 

FOR  many  years  I  had  been  troubled  with  that 
bane  of  human  existence,  a  sick  headache, 
which  never  failed  to  attack  me  at  intervals  of  from 
one  to  four  weeks.  Daring  the  attacks  I  was  com- 
pletely incapacitated  from  business,  and  life  was 


growing  burdensome.  After  having  tried  every 
article  of  the  materia  medica  recommended  in  such 
cases  without  experiencing  the  relief  for  which  I 
yearned,  I  was  induced  during  an  attack  to  try 
guarana,  in  the  form  of  the  fluid  extract,  as  it  was 
first  introduced  to  the  profession  by  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  8c  Co.,  of  Detroit.  To  my  most  agreeable 
surprise  I  found  the  first  dose  to  be  followed  within 
fifteen  minutes  by  marked  relief,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  half  an  hour  my  head  was  entirely  free  from 
pain.  Subsequent  experience  with  the  remedy  has 
furnished  abundant  proof  of  the  fact  that  the  tak- 
ing of  the  guarana  and  the  relief  which  so  promptly 
followed  were  not  a  mere  coincidence.  I  now 
keep  guarana  constantly  on  hand,  and  am 'enabled 
through  it  to  confine  sick  headache  to  its  premon- 
itory stage.  A  teaspoonful  dose  taken  on  the  first 
intimation  of  an  attack  is  usually  sufficient  to  com- 
pletely abort  it ;  a  second  dose  is  rarely  necessary. 
In  one  or  two  instances  being  distant  from  home, 
and  not  having  my  guarana  with  me,  I  was  obliged 
to  pass  through  attacks  of  the  old-time  severity. 

It  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  estimate  the  value 
of  this  article,  and  certainly  as  long  as  my  head- 
aches manifest  a  disposition  to  afflict,  their  efficient 
antidote,  guarana,  will  be  kept  where  it  may  be 
promptly  secured.  I  have  administered  it  to  fel- 
low sufferers  with  this  distressing  complaint,  with 
relief  scarcely  less  marked  than  in  my  own  case. 

I  may  remark,  by  the  way,  that  guarana  has  also 
proved  a  useful  article  in  my  practice  in  dysentery, 
and  diarrhoea,  and  in  the  irritable  condition  of  the 
stomach  attendant  on  attacks  of  indigestion.  My 
experience  with  the  remedy  dates  back  six  years 
and  has  furnished  abundant  evidence  of  its  value 
in  the  class  of  cases  indicated. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

By  W.  A.  Buchanan,  M.  D.,  Paris,  111. 

THE  medical  profession  have  long  felt  the  need 
of  a  proper  remedy  in  constipation.  Whether 
it  has  been  discovered  in  the  new  remedy  cascara 
sagrada,  yet  remains  to  be  more  thoroughly  tested. 
I  have  now  been  using  it  in  my  practice  for  some 
five  or  six  months  with  the  most  complete  success, 
in  fact  I  have  got  the  first  failure  to  make  in  reliev- 
ing my  patient.  I  have  treated  some  very  obsti- 
nate cases  of  constipation,  one  in  particular,  a  lady 
who  had  used  injections  for  years  as  her  only  re- 
lief, but  each  one  yielded  readily  to  the  remedy. 
Whether  in  any  of  these  cases  I  have  effected  a 
permanent  cure  I  will  not  yet  venture  to  say.  This 
much,  however,  I  can  state,  several  of  my  patients 
have  discontinued  it  for  several  weeks  and  are  still 
regular  in  their  habits  and  to  all  appearance  com- 
pletely recovered.  I  usually  prescribe  the  follow- 
ing formula : 

Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrada,  cc,  gm.  30. 
Syr.  rhei  ar.  cc,  gm.  90. 
M. 

I  direct  my  patient  to  commence  by  taking  a 
teaspoonful  three  times  per  day,  gradually  decreas- 
ing the  dose,  just  using  sufficient  to  keep  the 
bowels  in  a  soluble  condition.  I  find  as  a  rule  that 
in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days  that  one  tea- 
spoonful per  day  of  the  above  prescription  will 
suffice  to  keep  the  bowels  regular,  and  direct  my 
patient  to  continue  it  for  four  to  six  weeks.  Of 
course,  I  do  not  always  confine  myself  to  the  above 
formula.  I  sometimes  combine  the  cascara  sagra- 
da with  ext.  malt,  lactopeptine  or  other  drugs,  as 
the  case  may  require.  Always  instructing  my 
patient  to  be  regular  in  his  habits,  also  giving 
him  careful  instructions  as  to  diet,  etc. 

P.  S.     I  have  never  used  any  but  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s, 
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A  Case  of  Chronic  Eczematous  Derma- 
titis. 

By  Geo.  W.  Mallorv,  M.  D.,  Lowell,  Mich. 

ABOUT  eighteen  months  ago  I  was  consulted 
by  Mr.  H.,  a  gentleman  seventy-four  years  of 
age  and  of  a  nervo-sanguine  temperament,  who 
had  for  over  a  year  been  troubled  with  very  painful 
"sore  legs."  During  this  time  he  had  taken  ad- 
vice and  treatment  from  a  number  of  different  prac- 
titioners,without  however  experiencing  the  slightest 
relief.  I  found  on  examination  that  both  legs,  from 
the  knees  downward,  were  inflamed  and  swollen, 
and  exuded  in  a  number  of  places  a  peculiar  se- 
rous fliuid.  The  skin  was  cracked  and  there  was 
that  intolerable  pruritus  so  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
ease. I  hold  the  opinion  that  affections  of  this  na- 
ture are  owing  to  the  introduction  of  a  poison  from 
without,  and  in  this  case  the  materies  inorbi  was 
believed  to  have  been  an  impure  vaccination  which, 
by  the  way,  is  the  author  of  more  diseases  in  the 
human  system  than  is  generally  charged  to  it. 
Mr.  H.  had  begun  to  lose  confidence  in  medicine 


as  he  had  in  vain  run  through  the  whole  list  of  ster- 
eotyped remedies.  He  however  determined  to 
"try"  me,  and  in  the  event  of  my  failure  would 
give  up.     I  placed  him  on  the  following: 

9.     P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fl.  ext.  berberis  aquifolium,  5  U- 
P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrada. 
Simple  syrup,  aa  5  J- 

M.  Sig.  A  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day,  an 
hour  before  meals. 

As  an  external  application,  the  following  was 
ordered: 

'^.     Iodoform,  3j 
Fresh  lard,  §  ij. 

M.  Sig.  Apply  once  a  day  after  washing  the 
parts  with  castile  soap. 

He  was  kept  on  this  treatment  for  two  months 
when  all  traces  of  the  trouble  had  disappeared. 

My  experience  leads  me  to  regard  berberis  aqui- 
folium as  a  valuable  alterative  with  special  deter- 
mination to  the  cutaneous  surface,  while  I  can 
heartily  indorse  the  great  mass  of  accumulated  ev- 
idence to  the  value  of  cascara  sagrada  as  a  tonic 
laxative. 


Correspondence. 


New  Preparations. 

Your  valuable  journal  for  July  is  before  us,  and, 
upon  looking  over  its  pages,  we  find  an  abstract 
from  the  report  of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of 
Health;  also  your  well-meant  congratulation,  for 
which  accept  thanks.  You  hope  other  States  may 
follow  our  example.  We  hope  other  States  will 
not  follow  our  example.  We  admit,  the  above- 
mentioned  report  does  look  exceedins^ly  well  on 
paper.  It  says  "  1,400  quacks  have  left  the  State." 
We  venture  the  assertion  not  fourteen  have  left 
the  State.  We  doubt  not  that  1,400  persons  have 
received  licenses  to  practice  medicine  who  were 
not  qualified.  To  explain :  We  reside  in  La 
Salle  county,  the  second  in  population  in  the  State, 
Cook  county,  in  which  Chicago  is  situated,  being 
first.  We  know  the  State  Board  has  not  stopped 
a  single  individual  from  practicing  medicine  in  this 
county,  yet  there  are  scores  of  quacks  in  this 
county  who  hold  licenses  from  this  State  Board, 
and  it  is  useless  for  any  physician  or  other  person 
to  report  these  frauds,  as  such  report  will  receive 
from  the  Board  no  notice  whatsoever. 

Most  respectfully,  .  F.  CLENDENEN,  M.  D. 

La  Salle,  111.,  July  26,  1879. 


New  Preparations. 

I  have  been  getting  your  journal  for  three  months, 
and  the  more  I  get  it  the  more  I  want  to  get  it. 
This  is  a  compliment,  please  note.  It  maybe  that 
you  have  been  banged  about  in  this  old  planet  in 
a  style  that  breeds  cynicism  and  a  distrust  of  your 
kind.  In  this  event  you  will  doubt  the  genuine- 
ness of  my  kind  words,  and  call  me  an  adulatory 
fraud.  Please  retain  your  intimate  linen,  while, 
in  this  pregnant  juncture,  I  whisper  something 
into  your  ear.  I  once  edited  a  medical  journal 
myself.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  ex-editor  com- 
mending a  medical  journal  unless  the  merits  of 
that  journal  had  a  suction  power  that  human  na- 
ture could  not  resist?  Isn't  it  tolerably  character- 
istic of  the  anthropoidal  insect  to  criticise;  and 
isn't  it  especially  likely  that  one  shoemaker,  for  in- 
stance, will  qualify  his  encouraging  remarks  of 
another,  unless  he  is  headed  off  on  all  sides  by 
facts  favoring  his  rival.  Behold,  I  indorse  your 
journal  unqualifiedly.  I  even  acknowledge  I  can't 
suggest  an  improvement. 

Before  New  Preparations  pipped  there  ex- 
isted in  the  universe  of  letters  a  hiatus — a  roomy 


void.  It  don't  exist  any  more ;  it  is  completely  filled. 
Theprojectors  of  New  Preparations  did  the  fill- 
ing by  materializing  a  happy  conception.  Perpet- 
ually and  vigorously  may  the  whole  business  wave  ! 

Some  of  these  days  I  shall  have  something  to 
say  of  new  remedies.  This  much  I  may  say  now: 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  preparations  are  gaining  fa- 
vor here  as  the  clock  ticks.  I  have  the  first  physi- 
cian of  this  city  to  meet  who  does  not  speak  of 
them  in  terms  of  enthusiastic  praise.  I  am  testing 
several  of  the  new  preparations.  Most  respect- 
fully, W.  C.  COOPER,  M.  D. 

Indianapolis,  July  27,  1879. 


Kava  Kava — Ustilago  Maidis. 

I  have  used  fl.  ext.  kava  kava  in  a  number  of 
cases  of  gonorrhea  with  success,  relieving  the 
patient  in  from  three  to  five  days  from  all  symptoms 
of  the  disease.  However,  I  have  had  three  cases 
that  were  not  cured  after  continuing  it  for  four 
weeks.  I  do  not  know  whose  preparation  the  lat- 
ter was,  but  the  first  was  P.,  D.  &  Co.,  that  I  ob- 
tained from  Browning  &  Sloan,  of  this  city.  It  may 
have  been  from  some  other  cause  than  the  medicine. 

In  February,  1878,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  S., 
aet.  20,  married  about  three  months,  suffering 
dysmenorrhea  and  had  always  suffered  (from 
puberty)  before  and  during  menstruation.  I  pre- 
scribed 15  drops  fl.  ext.  ustilago  maidis,  to  be  re- 
peated in  Yz  hour  if  not  entirely  relieved.  She  went 
to  sleep  soon  after  first  dose  and  awoke  in  about  an 
hour  free  from  pain,  but  took  another  dose  for  fear 
the  pain  would  return.  I  then  gave  her  fl.  ext. 
viburnum  prunifolium,  with  directions  to  take  30 
drops  three  times  a  day,  commencing  four  or  five 
days  before  the  expected  return,  which  she  con- 
tinued to  do  for  about  three  months.  She  had  no 
return  of  the  pain  after  the  first  dose  of  ustilago. 
The  latter  part  of  last  February  she  was  confined 
with  a  12^  lb.  boy.  I  have  used  ustilago  in  one 
or  two  doses  of  10  to  20  drops,  then  continued 
with  viburnum  in  a  number  of  cases  of  dysmen- 
orrea,  always  with  success,  and  virburnum  in 
threatened  miscarriage  with  success  in  every  case. 

I  have  also  used  fl.  ext.  berberis  aquifolium  in  dis- 
eases of  the  skin,  also  in  syphilis,  and  have  not 
been  disappointed. 

Cascara  sagrada  is  still^doing  good  work  in  con- 
stipation and  as  a  mild  cathartic. 

Respectfully  yours,      J.  P.  SIDDALL,  M.  D. 
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Editorial. 


In  Order  that  the  Student  may  Compre- 
hend the  Science  of  Medicine,  be  an 
Integral  Part  in  its  Elevation  and  in 
Maintaining  its  Social  Standard  with 
the  other  Learned  Professions  and 
with  the  Public,  He  must  Himself 
have  an  Education  Preliminary  to  its 
Study. 

N   this   subject  we  present  to  our  readers 
the  views  of  the  St.  Lout's  Clinical  Record, 
published  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and   of 
the  Medical  Press  and  Circular,  pubHshed 
in  London,  England,  for  their  consideration. 

The  St.  Louis  Clinical  Record  for  July,  in  an 
editorial  on  "The  Higher  Standard,"  after  citing  the 
total  failure  of  the  convention  of  medical  colleges, 
and  the  action  of  the  American  College  Association 
in  deferring  action  for  another  year,  expresses  our 
sentiments  as  follows :  "  It  is  clearly  demonstrated 
that  there  is  nothing  to  be  hoped  for  in  the  direction 
of  a  higher  medical  education  from  a  vast  majority 
of  these  money-making  institutions.  They  must  be 
compelled  to  adopt  a  decent  course  of  instruction 
and  more  rigid  requirements  for  their  graduates." 
The  higher  grade  of  preliminary  education  should 
have  been  added ;  this  we  claim  is  the  basis 
of  higher  medical  education.  The  Record  further 
says,  "  Medical  journals  have  an  important  duty  to 
perform  in  this  relation.  If  they  do  not  perform 
that  duty  they  should  incur  the  displeasure  of  the 
profession,  and  if  a  journal  gives  aid  and  comfort 
to  such  self-styled  colleges  it  should  lose  all  sup- 
port from  reputable  practitioners  of  medicine." 
And  as  a  first  "step  in  the  right  direction"  the 
Clinical  Record  dtcXaxes,  "and  in  future  will  reject 
all  advertisements  of  schools  that  refuse  to  advance 
their  standard  of  requirements  for  the  doctorate." 
The  Medical  Press  and  Circular,  in  its  issue  of 
June,  18,  1879,  "On  the  Bearing  of  PreHminary 
Examinations  upon  the  So-called  Status  of  the 
Profession,"  says : 

"The  importance  of  providing  a  sufficiently 
stringent  test  of  the  general  education  of  the  stu- 
dent has  two  aspects.  It  may  be  regarded  on  the 
one  hand  as  influencing  the  social  rank  of  the  pro- 
fession in  its  contact  with  the  world  ;  and  on  the 
other  as  influencing  the  capacity  of  the  individual 
to  acquire  professional  knowledge,  and  to  succeed 
in  life  as  an  astute  physician  or  a  cultivated  surgeon. 

"  From  either  of  these  points  of  view  it  is  difficult 


to  fix  the  limit  of  education  which  we  should  require 
from  the  student  in  medicine.  To  set  out  what 
amount  of  mental  culture  is  necessary  to  make  a 
gentleman,  or  a  man  of  science,  is  obviously  im- 
possible ;  and,  as  in  the  assessment  of  professional 
education,  we  are- obliged  to  content  ourselves  with 
the  minimum  extent  of  attainments  which  will  sat- 
isfy the  public  necessities  ;  so  with  reference  to  the 
general  education  and  culture  of  the  medical  man, 
we  are  obliged  to  content  ourselves  with  that  modi- 
cum of  erudition  which  will  entitle  the  practitioner 
to  take  his  place  in  society  as  a  gentleman,  and 
enable  him  to  pursue  his  profession  successfully. 

"  We  must  not  even  hope  to  raise  the  practitioner 
to  the  highest  ranks  of  cultured  society ;  for  as  it 
is  our  duty  simply  to  construct  a  practitioner  suit- 
able for  his  public  uses,  so  we  can  demand  no  more 
than  a  general  education  suitable  to  the  rank  from 
which  he  comes,  and  in  which  he  is  to  pursue  his 

avocations." 

****** 

"  The  fact  of  the  social  inferiority  of  the  profes- 
sion being  thus  admitted,  the  cause  will  be  readily 
found  in  two  undeniable  facts.  Firstly,  that  edu- 
cation of  a  medical  practitioner  has  not  hitherto 
been  such  as  would  insure  his  being  a  gentleman. 
Secondly,  that  the  intimate  connection  of  medicine 
and  surgery  with  drug-selling  has  made  general 
practice  a  calling  unsuitable  for  a  person  of  refined 
mind. 

"  That  the  essential  general  education  of  a  prac- 
titioner has  not  hitherto  been  such  as  would  insure 
his  being  a  gentleman  will  hardly  be  denied.  It 
has  been  and  is  neither  of  an  extent  or  character 
equivalent  to  that  required  for  the  other  learned 
professions ;  and  even  the  limited  requirements 
which  have  been  recognized  as  sufficient,  have,  in 
consequence  of  the  looseness  of  the  regulations, 
been  habitually  disregarded  by  licensing  bodies. 
The  recommendations  of  the  General  Medical 
Council  on  this  point  are  as  follows  : 

"  '  That  no  person  be  allowed  to  be  registered  as 
a  medical  student  unless  he  shall  have  previously 
passed  a  preliminary  examination  in  the  subjects 
of  general  education  as  hereinafter  provided. 

"  '  The  Executive  Committee  to  prepare  annually 
a  list  of  examining  bodies  whose  preliminary  ex- 
aminations are  recognized. 

"  '  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  licensing 
boards  not  to  accept  the  certificate  of  proficiency 
in  general  (preliminary)  education  from  any  of  the 
bodies,  the  names  of  which  are  contained  in  the 
list  annually  circulated,  unless  such  certificate  tes- 
tify that  the  student  to  whom  it  has  been  granted 
has  been  examined  in  the  following  subjects : 

"  '  I.  English  language — including  grammar  and 
composition.  The  General  Medical  Council  will 
not  consider  any  examination  in  English  sufficient 
that  does  not  fully  test  the  ability  of  the  candidate, 
(l)  To  write  a  few  sentences  in  correct  English  on 
a  given  theme,  attention  being  paid  to  spelling  and 
punctuation  as  well  as  to  composition.  (2)  To 
write  a  portion  of  an  English  author  to  dictation. 
(3)  To  explain  the  grammatical  construction  of 
one  or  two  sentences.  (4)  To  point  out  the  gram- 
matical errors  in  a  sentence  ungrammatically  com- 
posed, and  to  explam  their  nature;  and  (5),  to 
give  the  derivation  and  definition  of  a  few  English 
words  in  common  use.  Provided  always  that  an 
examination  may  be  accepted  as  satisfactory  that 
secures,  on  the  part  of  the  candidate  passing  it,  a 
sufficient  grammatical  knowledge  of  English. 

"  '  2.  Arithmetic — including  vulgar  and  decimal 
fractions  ;  algebra — including  simple  equations. 

"  '3.  Geometry — first  two  books  of  Euclid,  or 
the  subject  thereof. 

"  '  4.  Latin — including  translation  and  grammar. 
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"  '  5.  And  in  one  of  the  following  optional  sub- 
jects :  Greek,  French,  German  ;  elementary  me- 
chanics of  solids  and  fluids,  meaning  thereby  me- 
chanics, hydrostatics,  pneumatics,  and  hydraulics. 

"  '  No  medical  student  shall  be  registered  until 
he  has  passed  a  preliminary  examination  as  required 
by  the  General  Medical  Council,  and  has  produced 
evidence  that  he  has  commenced  medical  study.' 

"  But  inadequate  as  are  those  recommendations 
to  enforce  a  suitable  general  education  of  practi- 
tioners, it  is  notorious  that  they  are  habitually  dis- 
regarded, and  that  students  are  frequently  trans- 
formed into  practitioners  without  having,  in  any 
fair  sense,  complied  with  them.  And  so  well  is 
the  low  class  of  education  required  for  the  medical 
profession  understood,  that  the  parents  of  students 
are  wont  to  stop  their  sons'  school  education  as 
soon  as  it  has  been  decided  that  they  are  to  be  put 
to  the  study  of  our  art. 

"  With  us  the  student's  general  education  has 
ceased  when  he  has  passed  his  preliminary  e.xam- 
ination,  and,  as  any  forward  boy  can  do  this  when 
he  has  reached  his  fourteenth  year,  the  result  is 
that  he  enters  life  altogether  uncultivated  in  mind, 
and  unfit  either  for  association  with  men  of  culture 
or  for  the  higher  duties  of  his  profession. 

"  We  have  had  personal  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
amination of  students  who,  though  prepared  to 
translate  a  Greek  author  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  examiner,  were  not  able  to  name  the  Greek 
letters  pointed  out  to  them.  We  have  recently 
perused  the  written  answers  of  a  candidate  for 
his  final  professional  examination  who,  though 
duly  armed  with  his  certificate  of  having  passed  his 
preliminary  examination,  had  made  eleven  mistakes 
in  spelling  six  lines ;  and  a  very  large  experience 
of  the  epistolary  capabilities  of  a  certain  class  of 
medical  men  oblige  us  to  say  that  those  who  can 
indite  a  properly  spelt,  fairly  expressed,  cleanly 
written  letter,  are  a  marked  exception  fo  the  gen- 
eral rule. 

"  The  causes  of  this  state  of  things  are  not  far 
to  seek.  In  the  first  place  it  is  to  be  recollected 
that  the  passing  of  the  student  through  his  '  pre- 
liminary '  is  the  first  step  towards  entering  him  as 
a  medical  pupil.  There  is,  therefore,  a  direct  in- 
terest in  the  licensing  body  to  make  the  entrance 
portal  to  medical  studentship  very  easy.  More- 
over, speaking  generally,  the  Irish  and  Scotch 
licensing  bodies  are  also  proprietors  of  schools ; 
and  it  is  well  understood  that  a  student  passed  at 
the  preliminary  examination  of  any  qualifying  body, 
will  probably  enter  at  once  for  the  course  of  study 
given  by  that  body.  Nor  is  there  any  supervision 
of  these  preliminary  examinations  analogous  to  the 
visitation  of  professional  examinations  by  the  Gen- 
eral Medical  Council,  and  consequently  there  is  no 
active  controlling  power  superior  to  the  examiners. 

"  In  view  of  all  these  facts,  we  are  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  general  education  of  the  members 
of  our  profession  never  can  be  placed  on  a  proper 
level,  and  that  they  never  can  occupy  the  social  po- 
sition to  which  they  should  be  entitled,  until  the 
preliminary  education  has  been  brought  within  the 
direct  control  of  the  Medical  Council.  We  trust 
that  erelong  it  will  be  the  duty  of  that  body  to 
frame  an  examination  which  will  at  the  least  serve 
to  guarantee  that  the  medical  man  is  fit  for  associa- 
tion with  gentlemen,  and  to  see  that  that  examina- 
tion is  applied  by  the  conjoint  boards  with  vigorous 
strictness. 

"  It  is  not  only  from  the  social  point  of  view  that 
the  necessity  for  a  fair  general  education  should  be 
viewed.  Let  us  assume  that  we  receive  the  student 
from  the  hands  of  his  schoolmaster  capable  of 
reading,  writing  sense   in   the   English   language, 


spelling  correctly,  ciphering  well,  possessed  of 
enough  Latin  to  enable  him  to  read  or  write  a  pre- 
scription, and  sufficiently  cultivated  in  mind  to  ad- 
mit of  his  receiving  and  comprehending  instruc- 
tion. It  is  not  always  that  the  medical  student 
brings  to  his  professional  study  this  very  modest 
amount  of  mental  culture.  Without  this  much 
capacity  for  learning  medicine,  it  is  vain  to  enter- 
tain the  hope  that  he  can  even  begin  to  understand 
the  subjects  which  must  be  placed  before  him, 
and  we  believe  that  there  are  many  students  who 
break  down  in  the  early  stages  of  their  medical  ed- 
ucation simply  because,  in  consequence  of  the  un- 
disciplined condition  of  their  minds,  the  elements 
of  the  science  are  beyond  their  comprehension,  and 
demands  from  them  a  mental  effort  for  which  they 
are  not  prepared.  From  this  point  of  view  the 
preliminary  schooling  of  the  student  assumes  ad- 
ditional importance  which  is  not  usually  attached  to 
it,  for  it  seems  to  us  that  not  only  the  career  of  the 
boy  as  a  student,  but  his  success  as  a  physician, 
depend  upon  the  mental  training  he  has  undergone 
to  a  much  greater  extent  than  if  he  were  a  divine, 
a  lawyer,  or  a  man  of  business. 

"  The  study  of  medicine  cannot  be  pursued  suc- 
cessfully as  a  matter  solely  of  seeing,  hearing,  and 
remembering.  It  is  not  suflficient,  as  with  the  law 
student,  to  fill  our  minds  with  precedents,  and  to 
learn  off  the  book  a  number  of  axioms.  It  will  not 
be  enough,  as  with  the  commercial  man,  to  store 
in  our  recollection  the  facts  which  influence  our 
business,  and  then  act  upon  them  according  to  a 
certain  unvarying  rule.  On  the  contrary,  what  we 
can  see  and  hear  in  medicine  bears  but  a  small 
proportion  to  what  we  deduce  from  our  abstraction 
of  the  facts,  and  he  whose  mind  is  not  formed  for 
such  deduction  is  devoid  of  that  which  makes  a 
physician.  The  erroneous  ideas  and  practices  of 
the  ignorant,  and  the  mistakes  of  rule-of-thumb 
general  practitioners,  are  manifest  illustrations  of 
the  truth  of  this  remark.  The  uneducated,  with- 
out exception  fall  into  the  belief  that  a  medicine 
applicable  to  a  particular  symptom  in  one  case  is 
applicable  to  the  same  symptom  in  all  other  cases, 
because  they  are  not  capable  of  looking  beyond  that 
symptom  in  the  disease,  or  of  deducing  from  a  com- 
parison of  less  manifest  symptoms,  and  from  un- 
seen probabilities,  the  true  sta<^e  of  the  patient.  It 
is  not  alone  that  the  uneducated  do  not  possess 
the  requisite  special  knowledge  to  appreciate  the 
circumstances ;  they  do  not  possess  the  mind 
trained  to  recognize  anything  more  than  what  their 
eyes  see  and  their  recollection  confirms.  The 
same  may  be  said  and  almost  to  the  same  extent, 
of  the  rule-of-thumb  general  practitioner. 

"  If  he  ever  possessed  the  comprehensive  mind, 
he  has  lost  the  habit  of  using  it.  Being  occupied 
for  his  whole  life  in  the  dull  routine  of  hurriedly 
prescribing  for  common  every-day  ailments,  he  at 
length  loses  the  habit  of  thinking  over  the  symp- 
toms of  his  patient,  and  falls  into  the  usage  of  pre- 
scribing off-hand  drugs  to  meet  obvious  symptoms, 
instead  of  applying  his  mind  to  a  search  for  the 
causes. 

"  What  is  true  of  the  practitioner  in  his  treat- 
ment of  diseases  is  true  of  the  student  in  his  study 
of  the  profession.  His  very  earliest  studies — the 
very  first  case  he  sees  in  hospital — involve  his  ca- 
pacity for  deducing  the  truth  from  half-revealed 
facts ;  if  he  has  developed  that  capacity  by  his 
school  training,  the  search  for  hidden  causes  of  the 
disease  will  be  interesting  to  him  and  valuable  to 
the  patient.  He  will  derive  from  his  observation 
of  diseases  the  same  gratification  which  an  inven- 
tor feels  in  following  up  his  crude  ideas  to  a  prac- 
tical solution,  or  which  an  officer  of  justice  expe- 
riences in  hunting  down  a  wary  criminal,  and  the 
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zeal  which  is  thus  begotten  will  make  him  a 
great  and  successful  physician.  But  if,  to  the  at- 
tempt to  discover  the  secret  nature  of  his  pa- 
tient's disease,  he  brings  an  untrained  mind,  he 
will  see,  at  his  first  glance,  no  more  than  half  what 
a  better  disciplined  student  would  have  appreci- 
ated ;  will  be  conscious  of  a  painful  effort  to  arrive 
at  a  conclusion,  and  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  con- 
clusion when  it  has  been  reached,  and  will,  in 
many  instances,  relieve  himself  of  the  trouble  by 
ordering  a  placebo." 

We  have  no  apology  to  offer  for  occupying  so 
much  space  by  these  quotations.  Our  object 
has  been  to  put  the  subject  before  our  readers 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  them  that  in  this 
age  of  the  world,  medical  students  must  be 
prepared  with  a  liberal  education  before  they  com- 
mence the  study  of  medicine,  and  that  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  the  medical  colleges  to  see  that 
they  have  it  before  allowing  them  to  matriculate. 
It  is  time  for  the  profession  to  watch  the  col- 
leges and  report  their  observations  to  the  medical 
journals,  that  all  may  know  whether  it  is  merely 
dollars  and  cents  that  solely  actuate  them,  or 
whether  they  are  really  and  truly  interested  also  in 
the  character  of  the  men  whom  they  graduate  and 
the  profession  which  they  personate. 


The  Yellow  Fever  in  Memphis. 

THE  history  of  this  disease  last  year  showed 
that  New  Orleans  was  the  nidus  from 
whence  all  other  places  were  infected,  and  also 
that  it  was  carried  into  that  city  from  a  foreign 
port. 

This  year  the  city  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  bears  the 
palm  in  being  the  "  fons  et  origo  "  of  this  devas- 
tating disease.  We  have  read  the  action  of  the 
National  Board  of  Health,  the  Yellow  Fever  Com- 
mission, Boards  and  Commissions  of  Healfh,  yet 
all  have  seemed  powerless  thus  far.  The  question 
of  quarantine  has  served  as  the  theme  of  their  de- 
liberations. The  golden  opportunity  was  allowed 
to  pass  by  in  devising  ways  and  means  to  prevent 
the  scourge.  It  may  be  a  valid  excuse  to  say  that 
they  did  not  expect  i^this  year,  and  were  there- 
fore off  guard. 

As  yellow  fever  has  not  appeared  in  its  usual 
haunts  except  in  sporadic  cases,  thus  far  this  year 
there  must  be  some  positive  cause  why  it  should 
break  out  in  Memphis,  and  that  cause  pertinent  to 
Memphis.  This  cause  must  be  discovered  and  to- 
tally eradicated,  otherwise  the  disease  must  be  ex- 
pected every  year,  provided  there  be  heat  enough  to 
germinate  the  germ,  and  Memphis  as  a  city,  will  be 
doomed.  It  is  a  question  of  vital  importance  to  de- 
termine whether  the  fever  of  1878-79  is  genuine 
yellow  fever.  Men  well  acquainted  with  the  old  dis- 
ease have  wavered  in  their  diagnosis,  and  have  held 
that  there  is  another  element  in  its  make-up.  We 
incline  also  to  their  view,  and  believe  that  element 
to  be  that  which  produces  the  disease  known  as 
typhus — an  idiomiasm.  We  well  remember  when 
bilious  fever  in  the  north  was  so  malignant  as  to 
cause   the   death   in   certain  localities   of  almost 


every  one  attacked.  Yet  this  disease  has  yielded 
to  the  hand  of  the  husbandman  and  skill  of  the 
sanitarian.  The  hotter  the  season  the  graver  was 
the  fever.  The  city  of  Memphis  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment (if  we  may  use  the  expression)  of  all  the 
conditions  that  produce  the  severest  forms  of  palu- 
dal fever,  plus  extreme  heat,  surface  drainage, 
together  with  a  per-idio  miasm,  probably  left  over 
from  last  season,  or  even  developed  in  this  as  in 
the  last.  Is  it  then  to  be  wondered  that  yellow 
fever  is  malignant  in  Memphis }  All  those  cities 
that  suffered  last  year,  with  the  above  exception, 
learned  wisdom  by  experience,  and  have  thus  far 
escaped. 

It  is  of  course  the  duty  of  the  health  commis- 
sions— national,  state  and  city— to  do  their  best,  now 
the  disease  is  raging,  for  the  sufferers  ;  but  a  still 
higher  duty  and  responsibility  rests  upon  them, 
and  that  is  to  detect  the  causes,  and  during  the 
cooler  weather  of  fall,  winter  and  spring,  remove 
them.  A  dollar  spent  in  that  direction  is  far  better 
than  ten  in  treating  results,  or  in  quarantine  pro- 
tection. 


Careless  Writing. 

WE  clip  the  following  from  the  Homoeopathic 
Ti?nes,  published  in  New  York.  The  editor 
has  evidently  had  his  bile  stirred  up,  as  many  editors 
have  had  theirs  before  him,  and  hence  he  gives  his 
readers  a  little  wholesome  advice.  The  article  is 
apropos,  and  we  present  it  for  the  benefit,  not 
only  of  our  own  writers,  but  of  all  those  who  have 
the  cacoethes  scribendi,  and  expect  to  have  their 
articles  re-written  by  their  editors  : 

MEDICAL   LITERATURE. 

Any  one  familiar  with  medical  journalism,  or 
with  the  editorship  of  the  transactions  of  our 
medical  societies,  knows  how  ridiculously  shameful 
in  orthography,  syntax  and  prosody  are  many  of 
the  articles  presented  for  consideration  with  a  view 
to  publication. 

Few  authors  are  able,  in  a  first  draft,  to  make  a 
paper  worthy  of  being  offered  for  the  enlighten- 
ment of  others.  But  this  sort  of  thing  is  done  re- 
peatedly, and  consequently  we  get  the  poorest 
fruits  of  those  who  are  equal  to  much  better. 
What  we  want  is  ripe  fruit,  carefully  nurtured  and 
garnered,  with  the  least  possible  imperfection. 

One  of  our  ablest  authors  once  said  to  the  writer 
that  his  earlier  contributions  to  literature  were 
many  times  re-written,  some  even  as  many  as 
twenty.  This  fact  accounts  for  the  grace  and  ele- 
gance of  construction,  for  the  evidence  of  a  master- 
hand  which  they  contain,  and  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  productions  of  this  author  have  won  the 
encomiums  of  the  world  for  reliable  scholarly 
maturity. 

Condensation  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  task  for 
some,  and  forms  a  most  important  element  in  scien- 
tific literature.  Persons  inclined  to  verbosity, 
should  re-write  and  cut  down  their  productions 
before  expecting  them  to  see  the  light  which  is  to 
introduce  them  to  the  field  of^literature. 

In  the  most  kindly  spirit  we  urge  authors  to  re- 
read their  productions  with  a  view  to  erasure^^and 
interlineation,  rather  than  with  the  feeling  of  satis- 
faction that  improvement  is  impossible — a  spirit 
which  engenders  egotism  and  conceit. 
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Many  papers  which  inevitably  see  the  waste- 
basket,  on  account  of  their  style,  by  re-writing 
would  make  valuable  contributions  to  literature, 
and  redound  to  the  credit  of  their  authors. 

Very  much  of  our  medical  literature— magazines, 
books,  etc. — is  too  loosely  and  hurriedly  thrown 
together,  and  upon  this  some  inexperienced  indi- 
vidual succeeds  to  the  title  of  author. 

Look  at  the  errata  of  the  thirty-two  pages  of 
Aconitum  in  Allen's  Encyclopaedia  of  Materia 
Medica,  as  pointed  out  by  Dunham,  and  see 
whether  our  strictures  are  correct — errata  that 
should  have  been  corrected  before  going  to  press. 

To  tickle  somebody's  vanity,  the  profession  is 
saddled  with  a  so-called  standard  work — which  is 
worse  than  none  at  all,  on  account  of  the  errors 
it  contains — when,  by  concerted  action  of  com- 
petent hands,  a  much  more  complete  and  reliable 
work  could  have  been  accomplished.  Jealousy 
and  vanity  were  in  the  way  of  this,  and  for  the  time 
being,  conquered,  with  what  results  time  only  will 
reveal. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  so  much  of  the  vulgar, 
slangy  style  predominating  of  late,  and  that,  too, 
from  some  of  our  most  scholarly  minds.  Slang 
and  vulgarity  may  provoke  a  smile,  but  this  is 
evanescent,  and  is  sure  to  be  succeeded  by  a 
thoughtfulness  which  will  carefully  weigh  its  cause, 
and  place  its  author  in  the  scale  below  where  he 
really  belongs. 

What  we  need  is  more  care  in  literary  work, 
and  this  is  born  of  thought,  thne  and  patience.  In 
a  profession  like  ours,  dignity  should  constitute 
one  of  the  advance  guards. 


Hypodermic  Injection  of  Morphia. 

DR.  H.  H.  Kane,  of  New  York  city,  who  has  for 
some  time  past  been  collecting  statistics  on 
the  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia,  would  con- 
sider it  a  great  favor  if  members  of  the  profession 
who  see  this  and  have  had  experience  with  the  in- 
strument will  answer  the  following  questions  : 

1.  What  is  your  usual  dose.' 

2.  Do  you  use  it  alone  or  with  atropia  } 


3.  What  is  the  largest  amount  you  have  ever  ad- 
ministered ? 

4.  Have  you  had  inflammation  or  abscess  at  the 
point  of  puncture  ? 

5.  Have  you  had  any  deaths  or  accidents  caused 
by  this  instrument  ? 

6.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  of  opium  habit 
thus  contracted  ? 

Where  there  has  been  an  autopsy  (5)  please 
state  the  fact  and  the  results  obtained  therefrom. 
All  communications  will  be  considered  strictly  con- 
fidential, the  writer's  name  being  used  only  when 
he  gives  his  full  consent  thereto.  Address  all  letters 
to  Dr.  H.  H.  Kane,  366  Bleecker  street.  New  York. 


"  What's  in  a  Name  ?" 

"  Aye,  there's  the  rub." 

OUR  neighbor,  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Medical  Advance  is  in  a  fearful  state  of  men- 
tal torture.  For  some  reason  or  other  his  corre- 
spondents will  not  address  him  as  Dr.  C.  Henri 
Leonard  ;  not  that  he  cares  so  much  about  the  Doc- 
tor part,  but  they  write  the  balance  end  for  end, 
upside  down,  mix  it,  and  sometimes  do  not  write  it 
at  all.  We  do  not  wonder  at  it ;  the  case  is  in  a  nut 
shell.  It  is  "  Henri "  that  does  it.  At  the  risk  of 
being  considered  too  officious  (we  charge  nothing  for 
our  advice),  we  would  say,  drop  the  if«rz' and  write 
C.  H.  Leo7iard.  You  might  be  addressed  as 
Charles,  but  the  Leonard  v^oxAi^  come  out  all  right. 
Satis  bene.  This  name  business  is  evidently  bound 
to  bring  trouble.  Our  fat  friend  of  the  Louisville 
Medical  News  is  also  in  the  frying-pan  (this  hot 
weather,  too)  with  his  name.  It  is  written  and  spelt 
all  manner  of  ways.  The  remedy  is  perfectly  sim- 
ple in  his  case.  Drop  the  C,  Brother  Cowling,  and 
substitute  K  and  there  will  be  only  one  editor  who 
spells  his  that  way  in  Kentucky. 


Book  Reviews. 


The  Treatment  of  Epithelioma  of  the  Cervix 
Uteri,  by  J.  Marion  Sims,  M.  D.,  founder  of  the 
Woman's  Hospital,  New  York  city,  and  formerly 
surgeon  to  the  same,  and  ex-president  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association,  etc.  Reprint  from 
American  Journal  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children,  Vol.  XII,  No.  3,  July,  1879. 
New  York :  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  Compliments  of 
the  author. 

Medical  Heroism  of  1878,  by  J.  N.  Singleton, 
M.  D.,  of  Paducah,  Ky.  Read  before  the  Tri- 
State  Medical  Society,  Springfield,  111.,  Nov.,  1878. 
From  the  author.  The  address  has  reference  to 
those  noble  men  who  gave  their  lives  for  their  fel- 
low men  in  the  great  yellow  fever  epidemic  of  1878. 
The  natural  eloquence  of  the  doctor  must  have 
made  the  address  a  rare  treat  to  his  hearers, 
let  alone  the  material  of  which  it  is  composed. 

A  Clinical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Nervous  System.  By  Dr.  Rosenthal,  Professor 
of  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  at  Vienna, 
with  a  Preface,  by  Professor  Charcot,  translated 
from  the  author's  revised  and  enlarged  edition,  by 
L.  Putzel,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  the  Class  for  Ner- 


vous Diseases,  Bellevue  Hospital  Out-door  Depart- 
ment, and  Pathologist  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  B.  I. 
New  York:  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  James 
street.  1879.  The  work  before  us  is  No.  7,  of 
Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Authors,  and  main- 
tains the  character  of  its  predecessors.  Professor 
Charcot  says  of  it  in  an  introductory  preface  :  "  Dr. 
Rosenthal's  work  presents  itself  to  our  notice,  with 
strong  claims  to  our  esteem.  It  is  called  to  fill  a 
gap  in  our  literature." 

Dr.  Putzel,  the  translator,  says :  "  Dr.  Rosen- 
thal's work  is  emphatically  a  clinical  treatise,  and 
is  particularly  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  prac- 
titioner ;  although  not  by  any  means  neglecting  the 
physiological  pathology  of  the  subject,  especial  at- 
tention has  been  paid  to  the  more  practical  depart- 
ments of  symptomatology  and  therapeutics." 

The  German  and  French  editions  were  published 
without  plates,  but  a  number  of  wood-cuts  have 
been  introduced  in  Wood's  edition. 

The  hasty  manner  we  have  been  obliged  to  adopt 
in  examining  this  work,  has  led  us  to  receive  it  as  a 
first-class  book  on  the  subject;  and  with  the 
opinions  of  Charcot  and  Putzel,  cordially  recom- 
mend it  to  the  American  reader. 
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National  Board  of  Health  Bulletin,  for  the  week 
erding  June  28  ,  1879.  Vol.  i,  Nos.  i,  2  and  3. 
Washington,  D.  C,  June,  28,  1879.  The  Bulletin 
is  published  under  act  of  Congress,  approved  June 
2,  1879.  We  quote  from  its  announcement  its  ob- 
ject and  purpose,  and  bespeak  for  it  a  cordial  sup- 
port : 

"  The  Bulletin  will  in  future  be  issued  weekly, 
and  will  be  made  as  complete  as  possible ;  and  to 
that  end  the  aid  of  all  State  and  municipal  health 
officers,  sanitarians,  and  private  individuals,  at  home 
and  abroad,  is  urgently  requested.  With  this  issue 
of  the  Bulletin,  the  acts  constituting  the  National 
Board  of  Health,  and  prescribing  its  duties,  to- 
gether with  the  rules  and  regulations  prepared  by 
said  Board,  are  published  for  the  information  of 
the  public.  It  is  also  intended  to  publish  in  the 
Bulletin,  from  time  to  time,  such  local  quarantine 
and  other  sanitary  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be 
adopted  by  the  various  State  and  municipal  au- 
thorities throughout  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  boards  of  health,  quarantine  officers, 
and  others,  will  keep  the  Board  fully  advised  of  all 
such  rules  and  regulations,  and  of  any  changes  that 
may  subsequently  occur  in  them. 

"The  Board  is  especially  desirous  of  obtaining 
for  publication  in  its  Bulletin  notes  of  the  occur- 
rence of  epidemics  in  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  due  credit  will  be  given  the  writer  or  reporter 
for  such  notes,  or  for  information  which  will  lead 
to  their  preparation.  All  communications  intended 
for  the  Bulletin  should  be  addressed  to  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Health,  Washington,  D.  C." 

Pocket    Therapeutics    and     Dose     Book,    by 

Morse  Stewart,  Jr.,  B.  A.,  M.  D.  Revised  and 
enlarged.  Detroit:  Geo.  D.  Stewart,  Dec,  1878. 
If  there  is  anything  about  a  book  that  we  like,  it  is 
a  clean  title  page  and  no  errata.  The  book  be- 
fore us  has  a  pasted  title  page  and  a  list  of  errata. 
Whether  the  latter  is  the  fault  of  the  printer  or  the 
author,  we  know  not.  If  a  dose  book  is  of  any  value 
at  all,  it  should  be  perfect.  We  have  always  looked 
upon  such  works  as  tending  to  contract  the  mind 
and  make  the  user  a  sort  of  machine,  and  of  value 
to  men  who  are  only  partially  educated  in  their 
profession.  To  the  student  and  young  practitioner 
they  are  positively  injurious.  What  kind  of  opin- 
ion or  respect  would  the  patient  have  of  his  phy- 
sician who  pulled  out  his  book  to  learn  what  the 
dose  was  of  the  medicine  he  was  prescribing.'*  If 
there  is  any  one  qualification  that  the  medical  pro- 
fession have  over  law  and  divinity,  it  is  the  fact 
that  we  carry  our  learning  in  our  brains  and  can 
act  intelligently  without  a  written  authority  in  our 
pockets.  It  is  immaterial  to  us  who  the  compilers 
of  dose-books,  or  condensers  of  works  on  anatomy 
or  other  branches  of  our  profession  are,  we  con- 
sider their  labors  as  detrimental  and  injurious. 
Better  were  their  time  spent  in  primary  investiga- 
tion, and  better  for  their  readers  if  their  books  never 
existed,  and  we  are  sure  the  general  public  whom  we 
serve  would  have  more  respect  for  the  profession. 
If  experience  is  of  any  value  we  would  advise  our 
young  friend,  the  compiler  of  the  book  before  us, 
to  let  the  second  edition  be  the  last,  and  when 
time  and  experience  have  so  educated  him  that 
he  knows  something  of  medicine  and  of  himself, 
the  profession  will  gladly  receive  the  results  and 
give  due  honor  to  his  intelligence  and  observation. 

First  and  Second  Annual  Reports  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  re- 
ceived through  the  kindness  of  J.  T.  Reeve,  M.  D., 
secretary.  The  first  report  includes  the  law  organ- 
izing the  board,  the  report  of  the  board  to  the  leg- 
islature, the  report  of  the  secretary,  which  is  full  of 


information,  "Small-pox  and  its  Prophylaxis,"  by 
the  president,  Dr.  E.  L.  Griffin,  of  Fond  du  Lac ; 
"  Construction  and  Ventilation  of  Public  Buildings," 
by  Gen.  James  Bintliff ;  "Mental  Hygiene,"  by  Dr. 
Favill  ;  "  Food  and  Domestic  Beverages,"  by  Dr. 
Seldon,  and  "  Registration,"  by  Dr.  Hobbins.  The 
second  report  is  more  elaborate,  showing  that  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  board  are  well  in 
harness.  The  circular  on  the  treatment  of  the 
drowned  is  credited  to  Michigan,  as  the  cuts  show 
the  well  recognized  face  of  the  author.  Dr.  Kedzie, 
in  the  act  of  rescuing  a  poor  drowned  fellow.  Two 
paragraphs  are  added  by  the  board.  The  balance 
is  taken  up  with  valuable  papers  on  the  leading 
questions  of  health  reform.  Taking  the  three  re- 
ports (the  third  was  noticed  in  our  July  number) 
together,  they  are  highly  creditable  to  the  board  and 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  show  that  they  mean 
business.  The  board  are  all,  with  one  exception, 
medical  men,  which  is  as  it  should  be.  Physicians 
give  more  time  and  hard  labor  in  the  interest  of 
their  fellow  men,  and  that  without  fee  or  reward. 
The  least  that  can  be  done  then  is  to  so  place  them 
in  position  that  they  can  carry  out  their  reforms 
and  apply  the  results  of  the  advice  and  experience 
of  their  brethren  in  the  profession.  Please  receive 
our  thanks  for  the  reports.  To  receive  those  of 
Massachusetts  we  have  to  pay  for  them,  and  we 
can  not  see  that  they  are  more  valuable  than  those 
of  Michigan  or  Wisconsin. 


•  Pamphlets  Received. 

Chronic  Spasmodic  Stricture  or  Urethrismus. — 

Second  paper  in  reply  to  Dr.  H.  B.  Sands,  by 
F.  N.  Otis,  M.  D.  Reprint  from  Hospital  Gazette, 
January  28,  1879.     From  the  author. 

Review  of  a  Malpractice  Case  and  Medical 
Testimony,  by  Homer  O.  Hitchcock,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  read  before  the  Michigan 
State  Medical  Society  June  12,  1879.  "Right 
wrongs  no  man."     From  the  author. 

Notes  on  the  Estimation  of  Urea,  and  on  the 
Revision  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  in 
1880,  by  Edward  K.  Squib,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  Reprmt  from  transactions  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  1879.  From 
the  author. 

Hospitals  and  Asylums  for  the  Insane — Shall 
V7e  Distinguish  Between  Them,  and  Provide  for 
the  Latter  at  Less  Expense? — A  paper  read  by 
Henry  W.  Lord,  secretary  of  the  Michigan  State 
Board  of  Charities  and  Correction  at  the  Sixth 
Annual  Conference  of  Charities  and  Correction,  at 
Chicago,  June  10,  1879.  Lansing:  W.  S.  George. 
From  the  author. 

The  theory  of  the  address,  if  we  understand  the 
writer,  seems  to  be  :  Probable  curables  should  be 
separated  from  incurables,  in  other  words,  hospi- 
tals should  be  separate  from  asylums.  Years  ago  we 
advocated  this  doctrine,  and  as  yet  have  seen  no 
reason  to  change  our  opinion.  There  is  plenty  of 
room  for  improvement  in  the  management  of  the 
insane,  and  time  will  ere  long  develop  it. 

The  Demand  for  a  Woman's  Medical  College 
in  the  West. — An  address  delivered  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  seventh  annual  course  of  lectures 
and  dedication  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  111.  By  Chas.  Warrington  Early,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children.  Waukegan, 
111.  :  Gazette  office.  1879.  From  the  author. 
Accompanying  the  address  is  an  announcement  of 
the  faculty  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College,  and 
of  the  fourteen  members  of  the  faculty  only   one 
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woman's  name  appears.  Are  not  women  qualified 
to  teach  one  another  medicine  ?  It  has  always 
seemed  to  us  that  female  medical  colleges  should 
be  tnatmtd  by  females.  As  it  appears  to  be  set- 
tled that  women  are  to  be  doctors,  and  not  wives 
and  mothers  as  in  our  innocency  we  had  supposed 
they  were  created  for,  we  congratulate  them  in  the 
success  of  their  college  which  has  now  reached  its 
tenth  annual  session,  and  suggest  that  at  least  the 
chairs  of  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  females  should 
be  filled  by  women. 

Circulars. 


Transactions  of  the  Detroit  Medical  and  Li- 
brary Association,  July,  1879. — Published  quar- 
terly by  the  Association. 

Seventh  Annual  Announcement  of  the  Physio- 
Medical  College  of  Indiana,  Session  of  1879-80, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. — Term  begins  October  14,  1879, 
and  continues  twenty  weeks. 

Thirty-seventh  Annual  Announcement  of  the 
Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  111.,  for  the 
Session  1879-80 — Commencing  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 30,  1879.     See  advertisement. 

Ames  Eagle  Odorless  Excavating  Apparatus, 

Manufactured  by  the  Eagle  Odorless  Apparatus 
Company.  Second  edition.  Boston  :  Franklin 
Press,  Rand,  Avery  &  Co.     1879. 

Annual  Announcement  of  the  Department  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  for  1879-80,  Ann  Arbor.— Thirtieth 
annual  course  of  lectures  will  commence  Wednes- 
day, October  ist,  1879,  ^i"*^'  continue  until  the  last 
Wednesday  of  June,  1880,  with  recess  for  the 
holidays.     C.  L.  Ford,  Dean. 

Michigan  State  Agricultural  Society,  Thirty- 
first  State  Fair  and  Tenth  Annual  Fair  of 
State  Pomological  Societies. —  Detroit,  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  Sep- 
tember 15,  16,  17,  18  and  19,  1879.  Premium  list 
and  rules.  For  railroad  arrangements  see  third 
page.  Wm.  L.  Webber,  East  Saginaw,  President ; 
R.  F.  Johnstone,  Detroit,  Secretary ;  A.  I.  Dean, 
Adrian,  Treasurer. 

A  Circular  to  Local  Boarcis  of  Health. — No.  i . 
The  Care  of  Young  Children. 

No.  2.  House  Drainage. 

No.  3.  Diagrams.  No.  i.  Temperature.  2. 
Humidity.  5.  Ozone,  Day.  6.  Ozone,  Night.  7. 
Atmospheric  Pressure. 

Diseases  in  Michigan  by  Months.  Nos.  i,  2 
and  3. 

Designed  by  Henry  B.  Baker,  Secretary  Board 
of  Health,  Michigan.     From  the  Secretarj-, 


College  Announcements. 


Medical  College  of  Ohio,  59th  annual  an- 
nouncement. Session  of  1879-80  opens  Oct.  ist, 
1879,     Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College, 
New  York  city.  Fourteenth  annual  announce- 
ment.    Session  of  1879-80  begins  Oct.  ist,  1879. 

Nashville  Medical  College,  now  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University 
OF  Tennessee,  5th  regular  announcement.  Ses- 
sion of  1879-80  begins  Sept.  ist,  1879.  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Medical  Department  of  the  Arkansas 
Industrial  University,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 
First  annual  announcement.  Session  of  1879-80, 
beginning  Oct.  7th,  1879.  This  is  a  new  school, 
and  starts  out  "  to  fill  a  want  long  felt  in  the  great 
State  of  Arkansas."  It  has  a  full  faculty,  amongst 
the  names  of  whom  we  recognize  some  old  friends 
and  learned  physicians.  The  voluntary  graded 
system  is  recommended  but  not  obligatory.  We 
hope  to  read  in  the  next  circular  that  it  has  been 
made  so.  There  is  no  reason  why  a  medical  col- 
lege should  not  thrive  in  Little  Rock.  Gentlemen, 
make  your  standard  of  preliminary  education  high 
and  live  up  to  it,  and  you  will  be  sure  to  succeed, 
for  "  by  your  fruits  you  shall  be  known." 

California  Medical  College  (Eclectic), 
Oakland,  Cal.  First  annual  announcement.  Ses- 
sion of  1879-80  begins  first  Monday  in  October, 
1879.  "  As  the  sole  aim  of  this  college  is  to  edu- 
cate good  practical  physicians  and  surgeons,  its 
course  will  be  free  from  all  exclusiveness  and  big- 
otry, and  it  will  accept  students  with  reference 
solely  to  their  attainments,  and  not  with  reference 
to  the  schools  or  preceptors  that  may  have  taught 
them."  With  the  exception  of  King's  Dispensa- 
tory and  King's  Obstetrics,  the  text-books  recom- 
mended are  all  of  the  regular  school  of  medicine 
and  first  class  at  that.  On  the  basis  laid  down  the 
teaching  will  be  sufficiently  orthodox,  and  the  stu- 
dents will  be  well  versed  in  their  profession.  "No 
pent-up  (eclecticism)  Utica  contracts  their  powers." 

Chicago  Medical  College,  Medical  De- 
partment OF  THE  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity, corner  Prairie  avenue  and  26th  street,  Chi- 
cago, III.  Session  of  1879-80;  21st  annual  an- 
nouncement. Regular  course  commences  last 
Tuesday  of  September  and  closes  last  Tuesday  of 
March,  1880.  (See  advertisement.)  "All  appli- 
cants for  admission  are  required  to  possess  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  common  branches  of 
English  education,  including  the  first  series  of 
mathematics,  and  the  elements  of  the  natural  sci- 
ences. As  proof  of  this,  a  diploma  granted  by 
some  college  or  scientific  school  or  academy  may 
be  presented.  If  the  applicant  have  neither  diplo- 
ma nor  certificate,  he  must  sustain  a  satisfactory 
examination."  For  twenty  years  this  school  has 
been  conducted  on  the  graded  system,  and  is  the 
pioneer  in  this  method  of  teaching.  If  the  three 
annual  courses  of  instruction  as  required  (now  six 
months  each)  were  extended  to  nine  months  with 
its  requirements  for  prelimmary  education,  the 
Chicago  Medical  College  would  be  the  foremost 
of  the  medical  schools  in  the  United  States. 
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Proceedings  of  Societies. 

Proceedings    of  the   Wayne   County 
Medical  Society. 

STATED  MEETING. 

DETROlT.^October  17th,  1878. 

Dr.  Lyster  reported  that  the  boy  with  disease  of 
the  hip  joint  presented  to  the  society  in  April,  was 
improving  favorably.  The  limb  after  tenotomy 
was  easily  straightened,  and  much  of  the  previous 
deformity  disappeared.  Wire  breeches  were  ap- 
plied, and  still  greater  improvement  was  expected. 

Dr.  Mulheron  has  had  a  similar  case  to  the 
above  under  treatment  during  the  last  two  months. 
!t  was  caused  by  a  fall  from  a  fence.  It  was  not 
a  severe  case.  The  leg  is  now  straight  and  favor- 
able results  confidently  expected. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

[Note. — After  the  society  adjourned  this  even- 
ing the  members  proceeded  to  the  dining-room, 
where  a  rich  collation  was  spread,  and  each  one 
exhibited  evidences  of  being  an  efficient  gastrono- 
mist. Dr.  Gustin,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  presentation,  then  in  a  happy  speech  not  entirely 
devoid  of  political  allusions,  presented  the  presi- 
dent of  the  society.  Dr.  Brodie,  a  hickory  cane,  as 
a  slight  though  sturdy  token  of  the  high  estima- 
tion the  members  entertained  of  their  president. 
Dr.  Brodie  was  greatly  perplexed,  not  being  able 
to  determine  from  the  tone  of  the  speech  or  the 
appearance  of  the  cane  whether  to  regard  the  pre- 
sentation as  a  token  of  kindly  regard  or  as  a  huge 
joke.  It  was  accepted,  however,  with  very  appro- 
priate remarks,  and  Mrs.  Brodie  was  called  that 
she  might  view  the  valuable  gift.  While  this  was 
being  done  and  before  the  doctor  had  recovered 
from  his  surprise,  a  valuable  silver  water  set  was 
brought  and  in  due  form  presented  to  the  surprised 
couple.  This  was  too  much  for  the  worthy  doctor, 
whose  tongue  now  failed  to  tell  the  surprise  and 
emotion  of  his  grateful  heart.  Mrs.  Brodie, 
woman-like,  came  nobly  to  his  relief,  and  in  feeling 
tones  expressed  her  own  grateful  emotions,  and 
thus  relieved  her  husband  of  some  of  his  embarass- 
ment  and  surprise. 

The  evening's  entertainment  furnished  more 
than  the  usual  amount  of  merriment  and  pleasure, 
and  is  an  episode  long  to  be  remembered. 

W.  H.  R.] 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  November  3d,  1878. 

Dr.  Brodie  introduced  the  subject  for  discussion, 
Yellow  Fever,  by  stating  that  the  epidemic  in  the 
south  this  year  differed  materially  in  location  and 
character  from  previous  epidemics  of  this  disease. 
He  was  taught  that  yellow  and  bilious  fevers  were 
essentially  the  same,  but  it  has  been  conclusively 
demonstrated  that  they  are  very  different  diseases. 
This  year  the  malarial  and  nervous  symptoms  have 
been  very  marked.  The  nervous  complications 
bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  what  has  been 
observed  in  many  cases  of  bilious  fever  in  this 
locality.  The  frost  has  checked  the  yellow  fever 
element ;  the  others  still  continue. 

Dr.  I.  S.  Smith.  Some  years  ago  the  ship  on  which 
he  was  sailing,  arrived  at  Rio  Janeiro,  Brazil,  when 
yellow  fever  was  very  prevalent.  Many  on  board 
took  the  disease  and  not  a  few  died.  As  the  ship 
proceeded  southwards  to  cooler  climes  the  fever 
subsided,  and  in  a  short  time  disappeared.     Of  the 


various  remedies  employed,  potas.  iodidi  seemed  to 
do  the  most  good. 

Dr.  Jenks.     It  appears   from  the  most   reliable 
reports  available   that  yellow   fever,  this  year  at 
least,  has  been  peculiarly  a  "  filth  disease." 
W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  November  21st,  1878. 
Dr.  Rouse  read  the  following  paper  on  "  Foeticide 
and  Infanticide : " 

FCETICIDE   AND    INFANTICIDE. 

Infanticide  in  its  most  extensive  medico-legal 
sense,  signifies  killing  an  infant,  whether  newly- 
born,  or  during  any  period  of  intra-uterine  life.  I 
prefer  restricting  the  signification  of  this  term  to 
its  hteral  meaning,  killing  an  infant  after  birth,  and 
using  the  term  foeticide,  when  the  child  is  destroyed 
at  any  time  between  conception  and  birth. 

In  all  ages  and  nations,  so  far  as  we  can  learn 
from  history,  the  destruction  of  infantile  life  has 
been  and  now  is  very  common,  the  time  selected 
and  the  method  of  accomplishing  the  deed  being 
determined  by  the  tastes,  conveniences,  customs, 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  laws,  etc.,  of  each  particular 
people.  The  savages  desert  their  offspring  on  the 
plains  to  free  themselves  of  the  burden  ;  the  Chinese 
throw  their  infants,  especially  the  female,  into  the 
streets  during  the  night,  that  they  may  be  collected 
by  the  officers  in  the  morning,  and  interred,  whether 
dead  or  alive,  in  a  common  pit  or  grave,  to  guard 
against  the  probabilities  of  pestilence,  or  starva- 
tion, which  might  arise  from  a  redundancy  of  popu- 
lation ;  the  pagans  throw  their  infants  into  the 
sacred  river,  beneath  the  wheels  of  the  sacred  car, 
or  into  the  incandescent  arms  of  their  molten  gods, 
with  joyous  and  religious  fervour,  to  propitiate  an 
offended  deity ;  and  intelligent,  noble  and  refined 
Christians,  deeming  other  methods  cruel  and  sin- 
ful in  the  sight  of  God,  jeopardize  their  own  lives 
by  drugs  and  instruments,  to  secure  eariier,  and, 
consequently,  sinless  murders,  that  they  may  avoid 
the  inconveniences  of  maternity. 

So  long  as  infanticide  or  foeticide  can  be  perpe- 
trated as  a  necessity  of  the  State,  as  in  ancient 
Spartan  or  modern  China,  or  under  the  guise  of 
religion,  as  in  certain  parts  of  Asia  and  Africa,  the 
conscience  will  cause  but  little  trouble  ;  but  here, 
under  the  benign  teachings  of  the  Bible,  prominent 
church  members,  who  would  be  shocked  at  the 
thought  of  the  murder  of  the  helpless  new-born 
babe,  will,  with  little  compunctions  of  conscience, 
destroy,  or  cause  to  be  destroyed,  the  foetus, 
during  the  early  periods  of  intra-uterine  life, 
claiming  that  under  such  circumstances  there  is  no 
life,  and  consequently  no  sin,  though,  strange  to 
say,  the  parties  themselves  admit  that  the  object 
of  the  foeticide  is  to  avoid  maternity,  which  would 
result  if  the  act  were  not  perpetrated.  Under 
such  an  hypothesis,  it  is  important  to  know  at  what 
period  of  intra-uterine  existence  the  fecundated 
ovum  becomes  endowed  with  life.  On  this  point 
there  have  been  many  conjectures  varying  from 
conception  to  post-parium  respiration.  Popular 
sentiment  and  the  laws  of  most  modern  civilized 
countries  place  it  at  quickening;  or,  as  the  English 
law  has  it,  "  Not  till  the  infant  is  able  to  stir  in  the 
mother's  womb."  In  a  few  countries  it  is  placed 
at  the  first  respiration. 

Now,  if  by  quickening  is  meant  the  perception 
of  supposed  foetal  movements  by  the  mother, 
nothing  could  be  more  indefinite,  for,  while  some 
women  perceive  no  foetal  movements  till  near  con- 
finement, others  suffer  long  and  much  from  them 
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without  conception.  Probably  from  these  uncer- 
tain data  and  popular  sentiment,  we  have  this  pecul- 
iarity in  the  laws  of  some  countries,  viz. :  If  the 
child  be  destroyed  before  quickening,  there  is  no 
crime ;  if  between  quickening  and  birth,  it  is  a 
misdemeanor;  but  if  after  birth  it  is  murder. 
Whatever  views  the  populace  and  the  law  may 
have  on  this  point,  physiologists  hold  that  the 
ovum  is  endowed  with  vitality  from  the  time  of 
conception. 

For  some  time  past  foeticide  has  been  peculiarly 
prevalent  in  our  midst.  Certain  so-called  doctors 
have  become  noted  as  abortionists,  and  have  thereby 
secured  a  lucrative  business.  The  people  are  be- 
ginning to  talk  up  this  matter,  and  lawsuits  are 
being  instituted,  but  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances, convictions  are  exceedingly  difficult.  It  is 
presumed  that  every  reputable  member  of  the  pro- 
fession regards  foetal  life  as  sacred  ;  but  here,  as 
elsewhere,  the  innocent  may  suffer  with  the  guilty  ; 
and  from  the  contagiousness  of  fashion,  any  phy- 
sician is  liable  to  be  accused,  and  put  to  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  a  lawsuit.  It  behooves  us,  therefore, 
in  self-defense,  if  from  no  higher  motive,  to  do  all 
we  can  to  rid  the  profession  and  the  community  of 
all  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  destruction  of 
foetal  life. 

The  Hollywood-Hardie  trial,  which  occupied  the 
recorder's  court  eight  days,  has  closed  with  the  ac- 
quittal of  the  accused,  who  were  charged  with  in- 
ducing a  miscarriage  in  a  young  lady.  Miss  X. 
In  this  case,  some  very  remarkable  testimony  was 
given,  and  a  careful  review  of  the  medico-legal 
evidence  and  \ht  posi-mortetn  examination  would 
be  profitable ;  but  time  will  not  permit.  Some  of 
the  chief  points,  however,  may  be  noticed. 

The  chemist  who  analyzes  the  contents  of  a 
stomach  in  a  supposed  case  of  poisoning,  is  not 
expected  to  state  simply  that  he  finds  arsenic,  but 
he  should  show  that  the  poison  could  not  have  been 
introduced  after  he  obtains  possession  of  the 
stomach,  that  no  such  poison  exists  in  any  of  his 
reagents,  or  other  things  used,  and  that  the  pro- 
cesses were  accurately  and  carefully  performed, 
together  with  specimens  of  the  arsenic  itself.  Could 
we  have  post-mortem  examinations  conducted  with 
equal  care,  such  ludicrous  exhibitions  of  medical 
men  as  appeared  in  this  trial,  would  not  be  so 
common. 

Tht post-mortem  examination  of  Miss  X.  seems 
to  have  been  very  superficial.  Many  important 
facts  were  not  accurately  obtained,  and  some  were 
entirely  overlooked.  One  observer  reported  certain 
things  apparently  overlooked  by  all  others,  and  so 
each  one  observing  a  little,  it  is  difficult  to  give  a 
complete  statement  of  what  might  have  been  found. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  doctors  became  the 
easy  prey  to  their  learned  friends,  the  lawyers. 

"  Was  Miss  X.  pregnant  ?"  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing questions  for  the  doctors  to  decide. 

The  breasts  were  not  examined,  and  there  seems 
to  have  been  nothing  in  the  external  appearance  of 
the  body  to  attract  attention,  although  the  lady 
died  of  peritonitis. 

The  hymen  was  absent,  and  the  vagina  enlarged 
and  congested.  The  passage  may  have  been  used 
for  some  purpose,  such  as  masturbation,  copulation, 
instruments  for  the  treatment  of  womb  disease,  etc., 
but  furnishes  no  proof  of  miscarriage. 

No  lochia!  discharge  was  observed,  but  as  this 
discharge  is  seldom  observed  after  parturition,  when 
active  peritonitis  exists,  no  importance  could  be 
attached  to  its  absence  in  this  case. 

The  womb,  fallopian  tubes  and  ovaries  were 
congested  and  enlarged,  but  the  amount  of  enlarge- 
ment is  only  given  in  regard  to  the  womb,  which 
is  said  to  have  been  one  and  a  half  to  two  times 


the  usual  size  of  the  virgin  uterus.  The  state- 
ments are  not  so  definite  as  could  be  desired,  for 
no  rule,  scale,  microscope  or  chemical  test  seems 
lo  have  been  used  in  any  part  of  this  examination. 
The  OS  uteri  was  dilated  so  as  to  admit  the  finger, 
and  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  was  distended.  On 
the  left  side  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  womb, 
just  beneath  the  entrance  of  the  fallopian  tube, 
was  found  a  circular  granulated  patch,  about  the 
size  of  a  silver  dollar.  No  localized  hypertrophy 
of  the  womb  was  observed. 

The  left  ovary  contained  a  firm,  yellowish  corpus 
luteum,  }i  to  l^  inch  by  ^  to  i  inch  in  extent, 
with  convoluted  margin,  and  several  very  small 
cicatrices.  It  will  be  observed  that  this  corpus 
luteum  is  on  the  same  side  as  the  granulated  sur- 
face in  the  womb.  Now,  while  it  is  probable  that 
the  ovum  will  attach  itself  to  the  side  of  the 
womb,  corresponding  with  the  ovary  from  which 
it  came,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  good  observations 
•and  statistics  on  this  point. 

The  right  ovary  contained  one  stellated  corpus 
luteum  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  and  several  very 
minute  ones. 

The  enlargement  and  distention  of  the  womb 
would  indicate  that  there  must  have  been  some 
distending  substance,  such  as  a  foetus,  blood  clot, 
tumor,  etc.,  for  while  inflammation  might  cause 
the  enlargement,  it  is  not  likely  to  cause  the  disten- 
sion. From  the  absence  of  any  localized  hyper- 
trophy of  the  uterine  walls,  tumors  should  be  ex- 
cluded. A  clot  of  blood  might  cause  distension, 
but  when  the  large  granulated  surface  is  considered, 
the  probabilities  are  that  the  distending  body, 
whatever  it  might  have  been,  was  attached  at  that 
point. 

Again,  this  granulated  surface  might  have  been 
caused  by  injury  in  probing,  were  it  not  so  large, 
by  detachment  of  false  membrane,  in  which  case 
other  portions  of  the  genital  organs  should  exhibit 
traces  of  such  trouble,  by  detachment  of  a  tumor, 
in  which  case  the  uterine  walls  should  have  pre- 
sented other  evidences,  and  by  detachment  of  a 
placenta,  which  is  by  far  the  most  probable  cause. 

The  next  question  is  in  regard  to  the  largest 
corpus  luteum  in  each  ovary.  The  one  observed 
in  the  right,  from  its  size  and  appearance,  might 
have  been  a  corpus  luteum  of  five  to  eight  weeks 
after  menstruation ;  that  of  the  left  a  corpus  lu- 
teum of  pregnancy  of  three  to  four  months.  It 
may  seem  strange  that  pregnancy  could  exist,  say 
three  months,  and  during  that  time  another  corpus 
luteum  form,  and  therefore  indicate  ovulation  4n 
about  the  middle  of  this  period  of  gestation.  There 
are  three  methods  of  explaining  this  peculiarity : 

1.  From  causes  not  ascertained  these  two  cor- 
pora lutea  have  not  pursued  the  usual  course  of 
development  and  retrogression. 

2.  Ovulation  must  have  taken  place  during 
pregnancy,  and  the  corpus  thus  formed  pursued 
the  usual  course  as  where  pregnancy  does  not  oc- 
cur. Quite  a  number  of  cases  have  been  reported 
of  women  menstruating  regularly  during  the  en- 
tire period  of  gestation,  but  I  have  seen  no  re- 
ports of  post-mortems  in  such  cases,  and  cannot 
tell  the  history  of  the  corpora  lutea  that  possibly 
form  under  such  circumstances.  The  size  of  the 
ovaries  would  preclude  the  possibility  of  their 
taking  the  usual  course  of  corpora  lutea  of  preg- 
nancy, as  reported   by  Dalton. 

3.  The  corpus  luteum  in  the  right  ovary  was 
one  of  pregnancy,  which  terminated  by  miscar- 
riage, say  at  two  to  four  months — the  woman  be- 
coming again  pregnant  at  her  first  menstrual  pe- 
riod thereafter ;  while  that  observed  in  the  left 
was  a  corpus  luteum  of  pregnancy  of  three  to  four 
months. 
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Of  these  three  hypotheses  the  last  is  by  far  the 
most  probable. 

Another  explanation  was  adduced  in  court. 
The  larger  corpus  luteum  was  one  of  menstrua- 
lion  recently  terminated,  and  the  smaller  the  one 
formed  at  the  preceding  period — the  woman  hav- 
ing been  quite  regular.  If  this  theory  be  correct, 
the  healing  of  the  wound  caused  by  the  rupture  of 
the  Graafian  follicle  must  have  proceeded  with  re- 
markable rapidity,  leaving  a  scar  of  unusual  ex- 
tent. 

No  foetus  or  placenta  was  found.  Apart 
from  this  the  proofs  of  pregnancy  and  miscar- 
riage are  so  conclusive  that  it  seems  almost  im- 
possible to  doubt.  If  she  were  not  pregnant  I 
have  no  method  of  explaining  the  various  phe- 
nomena observed  in  the  case. 

Dr.  Brodie  referred  to  an  impregnated  ovum  of 
four  weeks,  presented  to  the  society  some  time 
ago,  in  which  there  were  at  that  early  stage  evi- 
dences of  attachment.  The  theory  that  there 
may  have  been  two  pregnancies  is  good. 

Dr.  Leonard  called  attention  to  the  fact  of  the 
supposed  foetal  attachment  and  the  corpus  luteum 
of  pregnancy  being  on  the  same  side,  but  had  seen 
no  statistics  on  the  subject.  He  thought  it  im- 
possible for  a  womb  only  double  the  size  of  a  vir- 
gin's to  contain  a  granular  surface  as  large  as  a 
silver  dollar  on  its  internal  surface.  He  thought 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  pregnancy  in  this 
case,  and  the  probabilities  of  a  previous  one  were 
very  strong. 

Dr.  Richards.  At  the  post-morton  examina- 
tion of  the  late  Mrs.  K.,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
died  from  the  effects  of  an  abortion,  no  corpus 
luteum  of  pregnancy  could  be  found.  The  pres- 
ence of  the  so-called  corpus  luteum  of  pregnancy 
is  not  therefore  in  itself  sufficient  proof  of  gesta- 
tion, but  with  other  evidences  it  would  render 
the  probabilities  of  such  a  condition  nearer  cer- 
tain. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  Dec.  5,  1878. 

Dr.  Lyster  presented  the  lower  portion  of  a 
man's  rectum,  which  had  been  removed  on  account 
of  cancer.  The  patient,  a  man  of  about  32  years, 
of  good  physical  development,  has  suffered  from 
ague,    dyspepsia    and    constipation.      Five    years 


ago  his  rectum  was  examined  for  hemorrhoids. 
Two  years  ago,  in  consequence  of  poor  health,  he 
went  up  the  lakes,  and  returned  very  much  im- 
proved. Last  summer  a  similar  trip  was  of  no 
service.  On  his  return  mild  laxatives  and  horse- 
back exercise  were  ordered,  but  without  much 
benefit. 

About  this  time  an  examination  of  the  rectum 
disclosed  a  tumor  about  one  and  a  half  inches 
above  the  internal  sphincter,  about  two  inches  in 
extent,  and  extending  around  the  rectum,  except 
a  small  portion  of  the  posterior  wall.  The  tumor 
projected  abruptly  into  the  cavity  of  the  rectum 
about  one  inch.  About  one  and  a  half  inches 
above  the  tumor  was  found  a  hard,  spheroidal 
body. 

After  careful  consultation  it  was  decided  to  at- 
tempt the  removal  of  the  tumor.  Chloroform  was 
administered ;  that  portion  of  the  rectum  sur- 
rounding the  tumor  was  dissected  out  with  much 
difficulty,  the  portion  above  the  cancer  came 
down  with  great  freedom,  and  about  six  inches 
of  the  intestine  were  removed.  The  operation 
lasted  two  and  a  half  hours,  and  the  patient  be- 
came very  weak,  though  very  little  blood  was 
lost. 

The  patient  was  put  in  bed,  opium  and  qui- 
nine given,  and  an  antiseptic  wash  used.  The 
operation  was  three  weeks  ago  last  Monday ;  the 
patient  is  free  from  pain,  sits  up,  and  appears  to 
be  doing  very  well. 

Dr.  Brodie  examined  the  parts,  and  found  them 
in  good  condition.  The  man's  blood  was  in  a 
favorable  state  for  healing.  At  the  consultation 
the  general  opinion  was  somewhat  against  the 
operation,  but  as  the  patient  was  anxious  to  have 
it  performed,  the  physicians  yielded.  This  opera- 
tion was  performed  without  spray.  "  Lister's 
method  "  does  not  seem  to  be  held  in  quite  so 
high  favor  as  a  few  years  ago. 

Dr.  Gustin.  The  low  condition  of  the  patient 
towards  the  close  of  the  operation  might  possibly 
have  been  obviated  by  the  free  use  of  whisky  be- 
fore the  chloroform  was  administered. 

Several  cases  of  scarlatina  were  reported  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  city,  and  erysipelas  in  va- 
rious parts.  Drs.  Book  and  Brodie  have  seen  cases 
of  scarlatina  with  considerable  puffiness  of  the 
face — not  dropsy — all  of  which  yielded  kindly  to 
treatment. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


Clippings. 


Acute  Bright's  Disease  Cured  by  Jabo- 
RANDI. — Prof.  J.  M.  Da  Costa,  in  the  Hospital 
Gazette,  publishes  a  clinical  lecture,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  records  a  case  of  acute  nephritis 
cured  by  this  drug.  The  fluid  extract  of  jabo- 
randi  was  used  in  drachm  doses  three  times  daily. 
This  dose  produced  excessive  diuresis  and  diapho- 
resis. At  the  expiration  of  five  days  all  symptoms 
of  the  disease  had  disappeared.  The  woman  was 
left  in  an  extremely  prostrated  condition,  to  coun- 
teract which  dialyzcd  iron  was  administered  both 
internally  and  hypodermically. — Brief. 


False  Calabar  Beans. — Last  October,  says 
the  Pharmaceutische  Zeitung,  two  different  kinds 
of  beans  were  offered  in  the  London  market  as 
calabar  beans ;  one  of  them  was  the  seed  of  the 
Entada  scandens,  which  is  circular,  one  to  two 
inches  in  diameter,  about  one-third  of  an  inch  thick 
and  has  a  very   small    hilum  ;  the   other   was   the 


seed  of  a  species  of  Mucufta,  about  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  broad,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick  and 
having  a  very  large  hilum,  passing  nearly  all 
around  the  bean.  Genuine  calabar  beans  were 
scarce. — Czncznnati  Lancet  and  Clinic. 


Alstonia  Constricta. — A.  Cathcart,  M.  D., 
a  resident  of  New  South  Wales,  reports  that 
Alstonia  constricta,  known  by  natives  as  "  Bitter 
Bark,"  and  indigenous  to  Australia,  is  in  common 
use  as  an  antiperiodic.  It  is  found  growing  in  the 
"  scrubs  "  of  the  interior  and  occasionally  in  open 
forests.  The  bark  is  thick,  yellow,  deeply  fissured 
and  intensely  bitter.  In  Australia  it  has  been  used 
in  place  of  hops  to  render  beer  bitter,  and  as  a 
domestic  remedy  for  malarial  fevers.  By  the  up- 
country  shepherds  it  is  sometimes  called  "  native 
quinine." 

In  the  Philippine  Islands  the  Alstonia  scholaris 
furnishes  the  Dita-bark,  a  very  powerful  febrifuge 
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concerning  which  we  have  already  made  mention. 
— New  Remedies. 


The  Preparations  of  Goto  in  Diarrhea. 
— Goto  and  its  derivatives  have  already  reached, 
or  probably  soon  will  reach,  the  markets  of  this 
country,  and  it  may  be  well  to  note  the  high 
terms  in  which  it  is  spoken  of  by  those  who  have 
employed  it.  Fronmiiller  and  Baeltz  assert  its 
value  in  the  most  rebellious  diarrheas  (especially 
those  of  a  tuberculous  character)  and  in  the  col- 
liquative sweats  of  phthisis.  It  has  the  great  ad- 
vantage over  other  medicaments  employed  in  these 
affections  that  it  stimulates  the  appetite.  The 
tincture  is  to  be  made,  with  great  care,  from  one 
part  of  the  bark  and  nine  parts  of  alcohol  (58°). 
The  dose  varies  from  ten  drops  daily  to  an  ounce, 
according  to  the  effect.  Gotoin  may  be  substi- 
tuted ;  two  grains  of  this  equal  eighty  minims  of 
the  tincture. — Bull.  Gin.  de    Therap.,  i8jg,  No.  8. 


Viburnum  Prunifolium. — Dr.  J.  C.  McGoy, 
of  Texas,  writes  :  I  have  used  this  remedy  in  sev- 
eral cases  of  threatened  abortion.  I  will  mention 
one  case.  Mrs.  S.,  living  two  miles  from  town, 
has  miscarried  four  times  in  the  last  three  years, 
always  at  the  end  of  the  third  month  of  gestation ; 
was  called  to  see  her  about  six  months  ago  ;  found 
her  having  uterine  hemorrhage  and  pains ;  gave 
her  morphine  hypodermically  to  relieve  pain.  I 
then  gave  her  tincture  viburnum  in  teaspoonful 
doses  every  three  hours,  until  all  symptoms  of 
abortion  subsided,  then  three  times  a  day  for  two 
weeks.  Had  no  more  trouble  with  her  until  the 
24th  of  last  month,  when  I  delivered  her  of  a  pair 
of  boys  weighing  seven  or  eight  pounds. 

I  have  used  it  in  menorrhagia  with  success. 

I  am  now  giving  it  to  a  case  of  sterility ;  will 
report  when  it  is  "  proven." 

I  prepare  it  by  getting  the  bark  of  the  green 
root,  dry  it  in  the  shade,  macerate  eight  ounces  in 
a  pint  of  dilute  alcohol  fifteen  days,  and  filter. — 
Southern  Medical  Record. 


Viburnum  Prunifolium  in  Menorrhagia. 
— Attention  was  first  called  to  the  medical  virtues 
of  this  plant  by  Dr.  D.  L.  Phares,  of  Newtonia, 
Miss.,  who  considered  it  as  nervine,  antispasmodic, 
diuretic,  and  tonic,  and  recommended  it  in  the  ner- 
vous disorders  of  pregnancy  and  in  preventing 
miscarriage  from  any  cause.  (See  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  October  10,  1867,  p.  212.) 
I  have  never  seen  anything  written  of  its  effects  on 
the  unimpregnated  uterus,  but  I  resolved  to  give 
it  a  trial. 

Mrs.  — ,  aged  19,  good  constitution,  no  diathesis, 
married  one  month,  had  her  regular  menses  on 
June  1st;  lasted  four  days,  and  ceased  without  any 
trouble.  On  June  nth,  six  days  after  menopause, 
the  hemorrhage  reappeared ;  and,  after  fiaving 
continued  four  days  longer  without  any  appearance 
of  ceasing,  I  was  asked  what  should  be  done. 
After  making  requisite  inquiries,  I  informed  her 
that  it  ought  to  be  stopped.  The  patient  was  pale 
and  nervous,  and  felt  weak  from  loss  of  blood. 
There  was  considerable  pain  in  the  hypogastric 
region,  besides  nervous  irritability.  I  prescribed 
ergot  in  full  doses  at  regular  intervals,  combined 
with  opium  to  allay  pain  and  give  rest.  Advised 
the  patient  to  lie  down  as  much  as  possible,  as 
exercise  seemed  to  aggravate  the  case,  and  to  keep 
quiet.  After  using  the  ergot  for  three  days,  and 
opium  as  required,  without  the  least  perceptible 
benefit,  I  stopped  it  and  ordered  drachm  doses  of  the 
fluid  extract  of  viburnum  prunifolium  every  three 
hours.  After  the  fifth  dose  was  taken  the  hemorr- 
hage ceased,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  pa- 


tient began  to  improve  rapidly,  much  to  my  satis- 
faction and  her  relief.  When  she  had  recovered 
she  told  me  that  no  other  medicine  had  ever  done 
her  so  much  good. 

I  will  soon  report  a  very  interesting  case.— Z.  A. 
East,  M.  D.,  in  Louisville  Medical  News. 


Chrysophanic  Acid  in  Diseases  of  the 
Skin. — Dr.  Walter  Smith  sums  up  the  knowledge 
that  we  have  at  present  in  the  following  words : 
(i)  Ghrysophanic  acid  is  a  powerful  local  stimu- 
lant— not,  however,  tending  towards  vesiccation  or 
ulceration.  Its  action  in  this  capacity  is  best  illus- 
trated in  psoriasis.  (2)  It  also  possesses  un- 
doubted parasiticide  power.  (3)  It  is  a  most  effi- 
cient remedy  in  two  parasitic  affections — viz.,  ring- 
worm of  the  body  and  tinea  versicolor.  (4)  In 
ringworm  of  the  scalp  it  frequently  fails,  owing  to 
causes  that  militate  against  all  remedies  as  yet 
tried.  (5)  In  favus  it  has  not  as  yet,  so  far  as  is 
known,  had  a  trial.  (6)  As  a  destroyer  of  animal 
parasites  its  efficacy  remains  to  be  proved.  It 
would  probably  be  of  service  in  some  cases  of 
scabies  and  in  pedicularia.  (7)  Internally,  as  Dr. 
Ashburton  Thompson  has  shown,  it  is  an  emetic 
purge.  (8)  Alizarin,  a  substance  belonging  to  the 
same  group  of  bodies  as  chrysophanic  acid,  upon 
several  grounds  appears  to  deserve  a  more  ex- 
tended trial  in  diseases  of  the  skin.  The  acid  is 
open  to  certain  disadvantages  now  tolerably  well 
known.  Of  these,  the  staining  of  the  skin  and 
dyeing  of  the  hair  are  the  least,  for  they  quickly 
disappear  when  the  use  of  the  drug  is  suspended, 
and  by  simple  precautions  the  discoloration  of  the 
patient's  pillow,  linen,  etc.,  can  be  avoided  ;  but  the 
irritant  qualities  of  the  acid  are  more  marked, 
and  in  more  than  one  case  Dr.  Smith  has  been 
obliged  to  discontinue  its  use,  even  when  fully  di- 
luted—20  grs.  or  less  to  |i — on  account  of  the 
oedema,  irritation  and  pain  provoked  by  it. —  The 
Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  March, 
1879. 


Grindelia  Squarrosa  as  an  Antiperiodic. 
— Gase  I.  E.  R.,  aet.  twenty-one.  Had  suffered 
for  a  year  with  constantly  recurring  intermittent, 
sometimes  broken  by  the  administration  of  quin- 
ine, but  returning  even  while  still  taking  it.  Fluid 
extract  of  eucalyptus  had  been  given  without  appa- 
rent benefit ;  Fowler's  solution  of  arsenic  had 
failed  also.  In  April,  1878,  he  was  ordered  fluid 
extract  of  grindelia  squarrosa,  |  i,  thirty  drops  to 
be  taken  in  water  three  times  a  day.  He  was 
troubled  no  more  with  chills  until  the  following 
April,  when  he  had  a  well  marked  chill,  for  which 
he  again  sought  advice.  The  same  remedy  was 
given  and  he  has  not  since  had  a  return. 

Gase  II.  Mrs.  G.  Gontracted  chills  in  Indiana. 
She  had  taken  quinine  without  benefit,  and  her 
chills  would  return  even  while  taking  it.  Ordered 
fluid  extract  of  grindelia  squarrosa,  to  be  taken  in 
thirty  or  forty-drop  doses  thrice  daily.  The  pre- 
scription was  taken  according  to  directions.  The 
next  paroxysm  being  as  decided  as  ever,  the  dose 
was  increased  five  drops  each  day,  until  she  had 
had  four  chills,  and  the  dose  had  been  increased  to 
fifty  drops.  Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that 
the  druggist,  not  having  the  grindelia  squarrosa, 
had  substituted  for  it  the  grindelia  robusta.  The 
mistake  was  at  once  rectified,  and  she  has  not  had 
a  chill  since,  now  five  weeks.  Her  general  con- 
dition has  improved  in  every  respect,  and  I  have 
not  found  it  necessary  to  give  any  other  medicine. 

Gase  III.  Mrs.  R.  Has  had  a  malarial  head- 
ache, recurring  every  morning,  for  which  she  has 
taken  small  doses  of  quinine  without  benefit,  not 
being  able  to  take  large  doses  because  of  the  great 
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nausea  and  other  unpleasant  effects  produced. 
The  fluid  extract  of  grindelia  squarrosa  was 
ordered,  and  after  taking  it  three  days  the  head- 
ache disappeared  and  has  not  since  returned. 

A  large  number  of  such  cases  might  be  recorded 
where  this  remedy  has  been  used  with  success  as 
a  substitute  for  quinine,  even  where  the  latter  has 
failed.  It  is  certainly  deserving  of  a  more  extended 
trial.  I  regard  it  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  ma- 
teria medica. — F.  C.  W.,  in  the  Medical  Herald. 


New  Remedies. — During  a  recent  trip  up  the 
Amazon  and  Madeira  rivers,  I  frequently  had 
opportunities  of  meeting  with  parties  of  Bolivians 
on  their  way  to,  or  return  from  Para.  On  these 
expeditions  they  take  with  them  their  families  and 
many  of  their  servants,  and  all  appliances  necessary 
to  supply  their  wants.  The  head  of  the  family, 
like  the  Captain  of  a  vessel,  is  supposed  to  possess 
all  necessary  medical  skill.  I  found  that  they  always 
carried  and  made  use  of  jaborandi,  coca,  coto  and 
quinia,  if  they  could  obtain  it.  Jaborandi  was 
used  in  the  form  of  decoction  at  the  commence- 
ment of  fevers,  as  a  diaphoretic  and  sialagogue,  a 
crude  extract  of  guarana,  in  the  cephalic  stage  of 
pernicious  fever — coto  bark  in  diarrhoea,  and  coca 
as  a  nerve  stimulant  or  tonic,  quinia  of  course  as 
antiperiodic. 

Since  my  return  I  have  made  considerable  use  of 
jaborandi  and  erythroxylin  coca,  with  favorable 
results.  Tinct.  jaborandi  combined  with  spts. 
nit.  dulc.  equal  parts,  and  a  half  ounce  given  in  a 
gill  of  hot  water,  during  the  first  stages  of  inflam- 
matory rheumatism,  promotes  prompt  and  free 
perspiration  and  paves  the  way  for  rheumatic 
remedies. 

Erythrox.  coca  in  combination  with  sp.  am.  arom. 
as  an  alkali  acts  well  in  cases  of  nervous  debility. 
I  made  use  of  guarana,  very  freely  while  in  Brazil, 
and  obtained  results  that  I  cannot  obtain  here,  and 
my  impression  is  that  it  is  better  suited  for  tropical 
climates,  although  I  have  frequently  found  it  to 
relieve  facial  neuralgia  when  other  remedies  failed. 

The  remedies  mentioned  in  this  article  certainly 
possess  merits  that  demand  a  fair  investigation, 
and  with  that  view  I  quote  several  articles,  very 
hopeful  that  in  future  numbers,  we  may  be  favored 
with  the  opinions  of  others  on  the  subject. —  The 
Country  Practitioner. 


Chaulmoogra  Oil  in  the  Treatment  of 
Leprosy. — Dr.  David  Young  reports  six  illustrative 
cases  out  of  between  fifty  and  sixty  cases  treated 
for  leprosy  at  the  Mission  Hospital,  Bombay,  dur- 
ing eighteen  months.  The  patients  were  all  adults; 
the  proportion  of  males  to  females  about  three  to 
one.  The  treatment  was  by  chaulmoogra  oil 
alone,  or  combined  with  the  tincture,  internally,  or 
a  liniment,  externally,  of  psoralea  corylifolia — a 
leguminous  plant  abounding  in  the  Konkan  and 
Deccan.  The  forms  of  leprosy  noted  were  :  mac- 
ular, four;  anaesthetic,  twenty-three;  tubercular, 
fifteen  ;  mixed,  eleven.  Out  of  the  six  cases  re- 
ported, only  one  obtained  no  apparent  benefit. 
The  other  five,  after  a  treatment  of  from  six  months 
to  a  year,  were  all  improved  in  health,  with  an 
increase  in  weight,  and  more  or  less  new  growth 
of  hair.     Dr.  Young  sums  up  as  follows  : 

1.  In  the  macular  and  in  the  early  stage  of  the 
anaesthetic  forms  of  leprosy,  the  chaulmoogra 
appears  to  be  of  decided  value. 

2.  The  oil  should  be  given  at  the  outset  in 
small  doses  and  gradually  increased,  as  otherwise 
it  is  apt  to  cause  nausea. 

3.  The  good  results  were  seen  earher  in  those 
cases  in  which  the  powdered  seeds  were  given 
instead  of  the  oil. 


4.  A  liberal  milk  diet  seemed  to  be  a  valuable 
auxiliary. 

5.  The  psoralea  given  internally,  in  combination 
with  the  oil,  appeared  to  be  of  no  value,  but  when 
applied- externally  in  the  form  of  a  liniment,  was  of 
undoubted  service,  especially  in  stimulating  the 
hair  bulbs. 

6.  Several  of  the  cases  treated  were  compli- 
cated with  bronchial  affections,  which  were  quite 
relieved  during  the  treatment.  This,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  fact  that  all  the  patients 
gained  flesh,  may  point  to  the  probable  usefulness 
of  the  oil  in  affections  of  the  chest. 

7.  The  oil  has  a  deserved  reputation  in  cases  of 
itch  and  parasitic  pedicula,  and  forms  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  ordinary  sulphur  ointment. —  The 
Practitioner,  Nov.,  1878. 


Baycuru.^ — Baycuru  or  biacuru  is  the  vernac- 
ular name  given  to  a  plant  growing  on  the  shores 
of  Rio  Grande.  It  imbeds  itself  more  or  less  in 
the  sand,  a  number  of  radical  leaves  rising  above, 
and  being  some  five  to  seven  inches  in  length  by 
one  and  a  half  or  two  inches  in  breadth.  The 
flower  resembles  that  of  London  Pride  [Saxifraga 
serratifolid).  The  whole  plant  is  sometimes 
covered  by  the  sea  for  days  and  even  weeks 
together,  dependent  on  the  direction  of  the  wind, 
there  being  no  tides  in  this  locality.  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Hallawell  for  a  specimen  of  the 
root,  and  also  to  Dr.  Landell  (both  residents  in 
Brazil)  for  reliable  information  as  to  its  medicinal 
properties,  and  uses  to  which  it  is  applied.  I  do 
not  find  mention  of  the  plant  in  Chernoviz  "For- 
mulario  ou  Guia  Medica,"  which  is  practically  the 
Pharmacopoeia  of  Brazil,  or  in  any  botanical  work 
at  my  command.  Mr.  Holmes  has  also  kindly 
searched  in  the  Pharmaceutical  and  British 
Museum  libraries,  but  has  found  no  satisfactory 
information  concerning  it.  From  a  sample,  how- 
ever, with  the  foregoing  description  he  believes  it 
to  be  a  Statice,  probably  Statice  Brasiliensis,  and 
although  the  Plumbaceae  are  not  generally  inhabi- 
tants of  tropical  chmates,  some  do  exist  there,  and 
from  the  marked  resemblance  of  the  chemical  and 
medicinal  properties  of  these  and  baycuru  it  seems 
very  probable  that  the  above  conclusion  is  correct. 
Further  specimens  are  promised,  including  a 
flower,  which  will  of  course  be  more  satisfactory 
for  its  identification. 

The  root  is  the  part  used  medicinally,  both  fresh 
and  dry.  In  the  latter  state  the  pieces  are  six  or 
seven  inches  in  length,  from  one-third  to  one  inch 
in  thickness,  and  tortuous  in  shape.  The  cortical 
portion  is  thin,  of  a  dark  chocolate  color,  contrast- 
ing markedly  with  the  central  portion,  which  is  of 
a  Hesh  color  in  some  pieces,  in  others  darker ;  the 
former  has  an  acrid  astringent,  the  latter  a  purely 
astringent  taste,  which  suggest  the  probability  that 
the  acrid  resin  exists  in  the  cortical  portion  only. 
The  natives  have  an  unlimited  amount  of  faith  in 
its  virtues  as  an  astringent  and  discutient  remedy 
in  all  kinds  of  enlargements  and  glandular  swell- 
ings, externally  as  a  fomentation,  and  frequently 
as  a  vapor. — P harmaceutical  yournal. 


GURJUN  Balsam  (S.  H.) — This  is  a  balsam 
obtained  from  different  species  of  dipterocarpus, 
natives  of  Eastern  Bengal,  Burmah,  Siam,  the  Malay 
Peninsula,  Ceylon,  Java,  the  Phillippine  Islands, 
etc.  It  is  obtained  by  making  deep  incisions  into 
the  trunk  of  the  tree  with  an  axe,  so  as  to  scoop 
out  a  good-sized  cavity.  In  this  fire  is  placed,  and 
kept  burning  until  the  wood  is  somewhat  scorched, 
when  the  balsam  begins  to  exude,  and  it  is  then 
led  into  a  vessel  of  bamboo.  It  is  afterwards 
allowed  to  settle,   when   a  clear  liquid  separates 
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from  the  thick  portion.  The  oil  is  extracted  year 
after  year,  and  sometimes  there  are  two  or  three 
holes  in  the  same  tree.  It  is  produced  in  extraor- 
dinary abundance  ;  from  thirty  to  forty  gallons  ac- 
cording to  Roxburgh,  may  sometimes  be  obtained, 
from  a  single  tree  in  the  course  of  the  season  (See 
Fliickiger  and  Hanbury,  Pharmacographia, 
p.  82.) 

The  balsam  is  also  called  wood  oil,  but  the  latter 
term  is  likewise  applied  to  the  oil  of  the  seeds  of 
aleurites  triloba  Mtill.  Arg.,  from  which  it  is  totally 
different.  Gurjun  balsam  is  really  an  oleo-resin, 
since  it  yields,  on  distillation,  a  volatile  oil,  and 
leaves  a  resin  behind  (about  37  per  cent),  which 
contains  a  small  proportion  of  acrystallizable  acid, 
termed  gurjunic  acid. 

Gurjun  balsam  is  used  for  the  same  purposes  as 
copaiva.  It  has  a  bitter  aromatic  taste,  being  less 
acrid  than  copaiva,  and  has  an  odor  resembling  the 
latter,  but  less  intense.  The  balsam  itself,  as  well 
as  the  essential  oil  and  the  resin,  are  used  in  the 
same  doses  as  copaiva. 

The  following  are  a  number  of  formulas  for  pre- 
paring for  administration  : 

1.  Gurjun  balsam,  4  grams. 

Gum  arable,  powdered,  4  grams. 
Infusion  of  star  anise,  40  grams. 

Take  this  mixture  in  two  doses,  one  before  each 
meal. —  Vidal. 

2.  Gurjun  balsam,  16  grams. 

Gum  arabic,  powdered,  lo'grams. 
Syrup  of  acacia,  30  grams. 
Peppermint  water,  50  grams. 

Take  in  three  doses  in  the  course  of  the  day. — 
Mauriac. 

3.  Gurjun  balsam,  10  grams. 
Cubebs,  powdered,  sufficient 

to  make,  with  mucilage,  30  boluses,  which  are  to 
be  rolled  in  carbonate  of  magnesium. — Bernaizick. 


Veratrum  Viride — In  the  number  of  the  Re- 
porter for  March  1 5th,  under  the  heading  of  "  Cor- 
respondence," I  was  personally  interested  in  read- 
ing the  article  written  by  R.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  of  Elmo, 
Texas,  on  the  poisonous  dose  of  veratrum  viride, 
having  at  one  time  taken  an  overdose,  through 
mistake. 

I  had  a  patient,  a  lady,  taking  fluid  extract  of 
ergot,  in  teaspoonful  doses,  for  headache.  My  pa- 
tient having  taken  all  I  had  prescribed,  I  sent  to 
the  druggist  for  two  ounces,  and  carried  it  to  her 
myself.  In  a  short  time  after  leaving  I  was  sent 
for  in  great  haste,  and  on  returning,  found  her 
vomiting,  with  coolness  of  the  skin,  difficult  breath- 
ing, face  pale,  and  with  a  very  anxious  expression. 
I  gave  her  stimulants,  and,  as  soon  as  she  could, 
she  told  me  the  medicine  was  the  cause  of  her 
sickness.  I  replied,  "I  guess  not,"  and  looking  at 
the  label  on  the  bottle,  and  believing  it  to  be  ergot, 
I  told  her  I  would  try  it  myself.  I  turned  out  a 
teaspoonful,  which  must  have  been  nearly  two 
drachms,  and  swallowed  it.  In  half  an  hour  I 
went  to  my  boarding  place.  I  soon  felt  a  burning 
sensation  in  my  stomach,  nausea,  etc.  I  then 
knew  something  was  wrong  about  the  medicine  I 
had  taken.  I  very  soon  vomited.  I  drank  warm 
water,  and  continued  the  vomiting  for  four  or  five 
hours. 

I  was  quite  weak,  had  dimness  of  vision,  etc., 
from  the  effects  of  the  dose,  but  in  two  or  three 
days  had  fully  recovered.  But  my  patient  did  not 
get  over  the  effects  as  quickly,  not  being  as  strong 
as  myself. 

I  soon  made  up  my  mind  that  it  was  veratrum 
viride  we  had  taken,  and  so  it  proved  to  be,  the 
druggist  making  the  mistake. 

Now,  I  don't  believe  an  overdose  would  kill  or 
injure  a  person  who  was  strong;    but  one  with  a 


diseased  heart,  or,  if  through  mistake,  I  had  pre- 
scribed it  in  a  case  during  or  after  labor,  where  we 
usually  give  ergot,  it  might,  in  either  case,  produce 
serious  results.  I  generally  prescribe  fluid  extract 
veratrum  viride,  in  three  or  four-drop  doses,  once 
in  four  hours,  and  I  am  almost  sure  to  have  the 
desired  effect  in  eight  to  twenty-four  hours. —  J.  K. 
Scrutton,  M.  D.,  in  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


PiTURl. — Dr.  Sydney  Ringer  and  Dr.  Murell 
have  lately  been  investigating  the  action  of  Pituri, 
and  have  published  the  results  of  their  observa- 
tions in  the  Journal  of  Physiology.  It  is  believed 
to  be  obtained  from  a  plant  growing  in  Australia, 
and  named  the  Duboisia  Hopwoodii,  asolanaceous 
plant.  The  natives,  it  is  said,  fortify  themselves 
during  their  long  foot  marches  by  chewing  the 
leaves,  just  as  the  Bolivians  employ  for  the  same 
purpose  the  leaves  of  the  coca.  Dr.  G.  Bennett 
states  that  pituri  is  a  stimulating  narcotic,  and  it 
appears  to  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  tobacco.  It 
is  generally  met  with  in  the  form  of  dry  and 
pulverized  leaves.  The  natives  first  chew  about  a 
teaspoonful  of  them,  then  mix  the  mass  with  the 
ashes  of  some  burnt  twigs,  and  place  the  bolus 
behind  the  ear  to  increase  its  strength,  after  which 
it  is  again  chewed  and  swallowed.  When  indulged 
in  to  excess  it  is  said  to  induce  a  condition  of  in- 
furiation,  and  in  persons  not  accustomed  to  its 
use  pituri  causes  severe  headache.  In  1872  Dr. 
Bancroft,  of  Queensland,  read  a  paper  before  the 
Philosophical  Society  of  that  colony,  and  attributed 
the  following  effects  to  the  drug :  A  period  of 
preliminary  excitement  from  apparent  loss  of  in- 
hibitory power  of  the  cerebrum,  attended  in  cats 
and  dogs  with  rapid  respiration,  vomiting,  and 
profuse  secretion  of  saliva ;  irregular  muscular 
action,  followed  by  general  convulsions ;  paralysis 
of  the  respiratory  function  of  the  medulla ;  death 
or  sighing  respiration  at  long  intervals  ;  rapid  res- 
piration and  returning  consciousness ;  normal  res- 
piration and  general  torpidity,  not  unattended  with 
danger  to  life.  Drs.  Ringer  and  Murrell  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  from  their  experiments, 
that  the  pituri  alkaloid  is  remarkably  similar  to 
atropia,  and  that  it  is  slightly  narcotic,  that  it  first 
salivates  and  then  dries  the  mouth,  and  that  it 
dilates  the  pupil  when  administered  internally  or 
applied  topically  to  the  eye.  They  further  find,  in 
accordance  with  Dr.  Bancroft's  experiments,  that 
it  is  a  powerful  respiratory  poison.  It  produces 
general  weakness  and  violent  twitchings  of  the 
whole  body.  They  show  that  pituri  resembles  in 
its  more  prominent  effects  gelseminum  and  jabor- 
andi.  Through  jaborandi,  pituri  becomes  allied  to 
muscarin,  which  possesses  the  same  action  as  jab- 
orandi, except  that  muscarin  administered  inter- 
nally contracts,  but  topically  applied  dilates,  the 
pupil.  By  means  of  pituri,  therefore,  alkaloids 
can  be  grouped  into  alliances  so  dissimilar  as 
atropia  and  jaborandi,  and  atropia  and  muscarin — 
two  alkaloids  which,  in  most  of  their  effects,  are 
antagonistic  to  those  of  atropia. — London  Lancet. 


yEscULUS  HiPPOCASTANUM  {Horse  Chestnut). 
— .^sculus  hippocastanumi,  like  assculus  glabra, 
has  a  direct  affinity  for  the  spinal  cord,  mucous 
membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal,  especially  that 
of  the  rectum.  It  also  acts  upon  the  portal  system. 
It  cures  constipation  and  soreness  of  the  rectum. 
It  also  cures  hemorrhoids  of  a  painful  character, 
where  the  tumors  are  of  a  purple  color,  and  smart 
and  burn,  and  are  caused  by  congestion  of  the 
portal  system.  In  this  condition  the  dose  should 
not  exceed  10  to  15  drops  of  the  saturated  tincture 
of  the  berries  and  hull.  An  ointment  may  be  also 
applied,  made  by  boiling  the  fresh  pulp  of  the  seed 
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in  sweet  oil.  In  chronic  laryngeal  coughs,  depend- 
ent upon  hepatic  congestion,  agsculus  is  a  positive 
remedy.  It  is  one  of  our  most  positive  remedies 
for  congestion  of  the  liver ;  when  accompanied 
with  piles  the  symptoms  indicating  it  are  aching, 
pinching  pains  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  aggra- 
vated by  walking  or  riding.  This  pain  often  ex- 
tends up  between  the  shoulders  or  under  the  scap- 
ula. In  constipation  with  hard,  dry  stools  of  a 
light  color,  cBsculus  is  the  remedy  ;  if  the  stools  are 
dark  and  hard,  nux  vomica  is  preferable,  and  will 
aid  the  cure.  This  will  not  do  for  a  routine  rem- 
edy, but  must  be  given  according  to  he  indications 
pointed  out,  or  it  will  fail.  It  is  not  indicated  in 
bleeding  piles  at  least,  unless  there  is  constipation 
and  a  burning,  aching  pain  m  the  rectum.  The 
rectal  symptoms  calling  for  this  remedy  are  char- 
acteristic, viz.,  a  very  disagreeable  dryness,  sore- 
ness, constriction,  fullness,  and  a  feeling  as  if 
splinters,  gravel  or  some  foreign  substance  was 
lodged  in  the  rectum.  In  some  cases  there  is  a 
sense  of  fullness  with  protrusion,  and  a  desire  to 
strain.  It  is  also  indicated  in  cases  with  the  above 
symptoms,  unattended  with  constipation  or  even 
attended  with  too  frequent  stools,  which  may  be 
loose  but  pale,  showing  portal  congestion.  For  it 
seems  to  act  through  the  portal  system,  and  cure 
those  cases  connected  with  diseased  conditions  of 
that  part  of  the  circulation. 

In  fissure  of  the  anus  and  incipient  stricture  of 
the  rectum,  it  is  of  much  service.  It  is  a  valuable 
remedy  in  prolapsus  ani,  and  may  be  alternated 
with  such  other  remedies  as  are  indicated  in  each 
case.  It  has  been  used  successfully  in  some  cases 
of  chronic  cough  ;  probably  such  as  were  caused 
by  congestion  of  the  liver.  It  is  a  valuable  remedy 
for  congestion  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  The  dose 
varies  from  one  to  five  drops  every  one  or  two 
hours.  The  sesculus  glabra  acts  in  a  similar  man- 
ner, but  more  powerfully. — /.  J.  M.  Goss,  M.  D., 
in  Am.  Med.  Journal. 

Valerianate  of  Zinc  in  Hemorrhoids. — 
In  1875-6,  while  treating  a  case  of  epilepsy  in  a 
white  male,  aged  about  52  years,  I  made  use  of  the 
following  prescription : 

^.     Valerianate  of  zinc,  grs.  xlv. 
Ext.  gentian,  3  i. 

M.     Ft.  pills  No.  XXX.     S.  one  every  six  hours. 

When  the  pills  were  exhausted  I  ordered  the 
prescription  refilled,  and  after  using  the  second 
box  my  patient  remarked  that  several  large  bleed- 
ing and  very  troublesome  piles  he  had  been  annoyed 
by  during  the  preceding  twenty  odd  years  had 
entirely  disappeared.  I  attributed  the  effect  which 
had  been  produced,  in  his  case,  to  the  valerianate 
of  zinc,  and  prescribed  it  for  a  similar  trouble  in  a 
young  man,  aged  about  thirty-four  years,  who  had 
been  greatly  annoyed  by  several  large  external  piles 
for  about  ten  years.  The  good  effect  was  more 
promptly  observed  than  in  the  first  instance ;  the 
piles  disappearing  entirely  in  ten  days.  Two  weeks 
afterwards  he  reported  to  me  that  he  taken  only 
half  of  the  pills  and  had  given  the  rest  to  a  friend, 
who  was  as  promptly  relieved  as  himself.  In 
neither  of  the  two  cases  has  there  been  any  return 
of  the  trouble,  although,  in  the  first  instance,  fully 
two  and  a  half  years,  and  in  the  second,  twenty- 
two  months'  time  have  elapsed  since  they  were  re- 
lieved. These  two  gentlemen  became  somewhat 
enthusiastic  over  the  good  effect  obtained  in  their 
cases  and  were  the  means  of  my  having  rather  an 
unusual  number  of  cases  of  hemorrhoids  to  pre- 
scribe for. 

In  only  two  cases,  so  far,  have  I  known  the  prep- 
aration to  fail  to   give  relief,  although  several  of 


those  treated  were  very  aggravated  and  severe 
cases,  of  long  standing. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  I  don't  claim  that  the 
valerianate  of  zinc  is  an  infallible  remedy  for  hem- 
orrhoids. The  limited  number  of  cases  that  have 
come  under  my  observation  would  not  justify  any 
such  conclusion ;  but  the  very  decided  good  effect 
produced  in  the  few  cases,  certainly  make  it  proper 
that  I  should  bring  the  remedy  to  the  notice  of 
the  profession. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  this  prepara- 
tion of  zinc,  as  described  by  the  books,  or  as  gener- 
ally known  by  the  profession,  that  would  attract 
attention  to  it  as  a  remedy  specially  adapted  to  the 
cure  of  hemorrhoids ;  in  fact  it  would  scarcely  be 
thought  of  in  that  connection,  nor  am  I  able  to 
give  with  entire  satisfaction  to  myself,  a  rationale 
for  its  "  modus  medendi ;  "  it  seems  to  act  by  con- 
stringing  the  blood  vessels  supplying  the  affected 
parts. 

I  only  hope  it  may  prove  as  efficient  a  remedy  in 
the  future  as  it  has  thus  far  proven  to  be  in  my 
hands.  I  usually  prescribe  valerianate  made  into 
pill  mass  with  extract  of  walnut.— C  Deaderick, 
M.  D.,  in  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery. 


Quebracho,  a  Palliative  Remedy  in 
Dyspncea. — Dr.  F.  Penzoldt,  of  Erlangen  {Berl. 
Klin.  Wochenschrift,  No.  19,  1879),  narrates 
some  experiments  both  on  man  and  animals  with 
a  new  drug,  the  bark  of  aspidosperma  quebracho 
{apocynacece),  sent  from  Brazil,  where  it  is  reputed 
to  have  antipyretic  properties.  The  form  of 
preparation  used  throughout  was  a  watery  solution 
of  an  alcoholic  extract  of  the  bark,  ten  parts  of 
the  latter  being  percolated  with  one  hundred  of 
alcohol  for  several  days,  and  the  liquid  filtered, 
evaporated,  dissolved  in  water,  again  evaporated 
to  dryness,  and  the  residue  dissolved  in  twenty 
parts  water. 

The  main  results  obtained  in  frogs  were  com- 
plete motor  paralysis  of  central  origin,  respiratory 
paralysis,  and  diminished  frequency  of  the  pulse, 
independent  of  irritation  of  the  vagus.  In  rabbits 
and  dogs  motor  paralysis  and  dyspnoea,  increas- 
ing with  the  dose  administered,  were  noticed.  The 
dyspnoea  in  the  rabbit,  however,  appeared  to  de- 
pend on  retardation  and  deepening  of  the  inspira- 
tions ;  while  in  the  dog  the  inspirations  were  ac- 
celerated. In  the  latter,  also,  there  was  saliva- 
tion. 

Experiments  on  animals  with  artificial  fever 
produced  by  injecting  putrid  fluids,  showed  no  de- 
cided reduction  of  the  temperature,  and  hence 
quebracho  is  probably  not,  as  was  supposed,  an 
antipyretic.  It  should  be  added  that  it  is  not  an 
antiseptic,  but  only  temporarily  retards  putrefac- 
tion. The  results  obtained  in  actual  cases  of  fever 
in  men  were  also  negative,  but  Dr.  Penzoldt 
thinks  that,  considering  the  close  chemical  rela- 
tionship between  the  alkaloid  "  aspidodermin," 
which  Baeyer  has  extracted  from  quebracho-bark 
and  quinine,  the  subject  requires  further  working 
out  in  this  direction. 

By  the  accidental  observation  of  a  patient  with 
pleurisy  and  emphysema,  on  whom  the  antifebrile 
effect  of  quebracho  was  being  tried.  Dr.  Penzoldt 
was  led  to  try  the  bark  in  various  forms  of  dysp- 
noea, depending  on  emphysema,  bronchitis, 
phthisis,  pleurisy,  etc.,  and  obtained  remarkably 
good  results.  A  teaspoonful  of  the  above-men- 
tioned solution  was  given  two  or  three  times  a 
day.  The  most  marked  objective  phenomenon 
after  its  exhibition  was  a  reddening  of  the  pre- 
viously cyanosed  or  livid  tints  of  the  lips  and  face. 
In  a  case  of  emphysema,  where  the  patient  was 
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blessed  with  a  nose  the  seat  of  acne  hypertro- 
phica,  the  ordinary  violet-blue  color  of  the  organ 
became  fiery  red,  and  excited  the  surprise  of  the 
other  patients  in  the  ward.  The  respirations  gen- 
erally became  deeper  and  less  frequent,  and  the 
patients  expressed  themselves  subjectively  much 
relieved.  The  first  feeling  after  taking  the  drug 
was  one  of  warmth  in  the  head ;  many  said  that 
they  had  less  desire  to  cough,  and  that  they  found 
expectoration  easier.  Occasionally  sweating  oc- 
curred, and  in  some  cases  abundant  salivation. 
No  bad  effects  were  noticed  with  the  dose  men- 
tioned. 

Dr.  Penzoldt  finds  that  the  addition  of  que- 
bracho solution  to  blood,  in  the  presence  of  oxy- 
gen, makes  it  assume  a  bright  red  color,  and  he 
is  inclined  to  think  that  possibly  the  blood  is  ren- 
dered capable  of  taking  up  more  oxygen  than 
usual,  and  carrying  it  to  the  tissues.  This  is,  how- 
ever, merely  a  provisional  hypothesis,  and  at  pres- 
ent there  is  no  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  fact 
that,  while  moderate  doses  of  the  extract  alleviate 
dyspnoea  in  man,  large  doses  cause  dyspnoea  in 
the  lower  animals. 

As  yet,  quebracho  bark  is  not  a  commercial 
product,  but  the  wood  is  imported  in  large  quanti- 
,  ties  for  tanning  purposes.  The  action  of  an  ex- 
tract of  the  wood  is  similar  to  that  of  the  bark, 
but  weaker.  The  alkaloid  aspidodermin  affects 
the  frog,  on  the  whole,  just  as  the  extract  of  the 
bark  does. — London  {Eng.)  Medical  Times  and 
Gazette. 


Diabetes  Successfully  Treated  with 
Rhus  Aromatica. — The  following  case  of  dia- 
betes, possessing  certain  features  of  interest  and 
importance,  is,  I  think,  worthy  of  being  recorded  : 

John  W.,  aged  37,  a  compositor,  consulted  me  in 
November,  1878  ;  he  furnished  me  with  a  subjoined 
account,  in  writing,  of  his  case  :  "  For  two  months 
previous  to  my  discovering  that  I  passed  more 
urine  than  I  ought  to  do — about  July — I  experi- 
enced very  bad  health.  After  eating  my  meals  I 
felt  an  oppressiveness  at  the  chest,  an  uncomfort- 
able sensation,  as  if  I  were  blown  out  with  wind. 
I  took  no  notice  of  these  sensations,  because,  after 
a  little  rest,  they  went  away.  A  little  while  after- 
wards I  felt  very  thirsty,  and  drank  as  much  as  I 
could  get ;  finding  that  I  made  more  urine  than 
usual,  I  fancied  that  it  was  on  account  of  the 
unusual  quantity  of  drink  that  I  took.  I  then  had 
beatings  of  the  heart,  at  times  absence  of  mind, 
not  knowing  what  I  did,  but  soon  recovering  my- 
self ;  very  nervous  ;  not  getting  sleep  at  night ; 
waking  every  hour  to  pass  water;  pains  in  the  shin- 
bones  when  in  bed  ;  pains  across  the  loins  in  the 
day ;  passing  urine  every  two  hours.  Found  that 
1  lost  flesh;  very  little  appetite,  but  always  thirsty; 
gums  very  sore  after  eating,  sometimes  bled  ;  pains 
up  the  spine  of  the  back." 

To  this  account  a  few  additional  particulars  may 
be  appended.  The  patient  is  a  short  but  stout, 
well  formed  man,  of  rather  sanguine  temperament. 
When  he  first  presented  himself  to  me,  the  chief 
features  about  him  denoting  illness,  were  his 
sunken  eyes  and  somewhat  wasted  appearance. 
On  inquiry  into  his  habits  and  mode  of  life,  with  a 
view  to  discover  the  cause  of  the  malady,  I  found 
that  as  a  compositor — a  very  unhealthy  occupation 
— he  worked,  for  about  eight  months  previous  to 
his  becoming  ill,  about  100  hours  per  week,  working 
on  Sundays  and  much  at  night.  The  night-work 
being  trying,  he  had  recourse  about  twice  a  week 
to  stimulants,  as  gin,  etc.  The  room  in  which  he 
worked  was  strongly  lighted  with  gas,  and  was 
occupied  by  about  thirty  other  compositors.  No 
hereditary  tendency  to  diabetes  could  be  traced. 


I  prescribed  for  him  on  the  18th  of  November  as 
follows  :  A  teaspoonful  of  the  fluid  extract  of  the 
bark  of  the  root  of  rhus  aromatica — Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.'s  preparation — three  times  a  day.  Strict 
rules  were  enjoined  respecting  his  diet  and  mode 
of  living.  He  was  directed  to  take  fresh  meat 
twice  or  thrice  daily,  and  occasionally  fish,  poultry, 
eggs  and  milk  ;  in  place  of  bread,  to  eat  only  the 
specially  prepared  bran  biscuits,  and  to  partake 
freely  of  all  the  green  vegetables ;  to  avoid  all  far- 
inaceous articles,  as  ordinary  bread,  pastry,  pud- 
dings, and  everything  flour,  starch,  or  arrowroot  of 
any  kind  ;  to  abstain  generally  from  fruit,  especially 
the  sweeter  kinds,  as  all  the  dried  fruits;  and  amongst 
the  vegetables,  not  to  eat  potatoes,  artichokes,  pars- 
nips or  carrots.  These  regulations  were  rigidly  ad- 
hered to  throughout  the  treatment  of  the  case.  From 
the  combined  effort  of  regimen  and  medicine,  the  pa- 
tient speedilv  improved.  During  the  three  months 
and  a  half  of  treatment  I  registered  daily  the  den- 
sity and  quantity  of  urine  voided,  but  want  of 
space  forbids  my  inserting  it  here.  I  will  only 
state  that  the  density  was  1042  and  the  quantity 
five  pints  at  the  beginning  of  the  treatment,  and 
10.21  and  two  pints  five  oz.  at  the  termination. 
The  specific  gravity  was  found  to  be  over  1040  on 
the  first  day.  Since  the  end  of  February  when  he 
discontinued  the  medicine,  I  have  seen  him  every 
few  days,  and  his  urine  has  kept  since,  and  is  now, 
entirely  free  from  sugar. 

I  have  treated,  during  many  years  of  practice, 
quite  a  number  of  cases  of  diabetes,  but  have  never 
so  well  succeeded  with  any  other  remedy  as  with 
rhus  aromatica,  and  confidently  recommend  it  to 
the  profession. —  J.  P.  King,  M.  D.,  Eclectic  Med- 
ical your7tal. 


Experience  in  Enuresis  —  Equisetum. — 
Until  within  the  last  three  months  I  would  have 
agreed  exactly  with  J.  W.  M.  of  the  February  ist 
number,  where  he  says,  "  if  there  is  any  more  un- 
satisfactory disease  of  children  to  treat  than  enu- 
resis with  its  train  of  wet  beds,  etc.,  I  do  not  know 
it."  But  I  must  now  differ  with  him  widely,  as 
from  my  experience  in  the  last  three  months  with 
equisetum  hyemale  in  this  disease  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  in  this  remedy  we  have  an  almost  un- 
failing cure.  In  looking  over  my  day-book  I  find 
I  have  had  seventeen  cases  under  treatment  during 
the  last  twelve  months  ;  of  the  seventeen,  fourteen 
I  had  treated  previous  to  the  first  of  December, 
and  was  unsuccessful  with  the  exception  of  five 
cases,  two  of  these  I  cured  with  gelsemium  and 
the  other  three  with  benzoic  acid,  but  every  one  of 
the  other  cases  stopped  treatment,  having  lost 
hopes  of  ever  being  cured,  or  went  to  other  doc- 
tors. It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  that  I  was 
as  completely  disgusted  as  my  patients,  I  will  say, 
however,  that  several  of  these  cases  were  relieved 
for  a  short  time  under  the  above-named  remedies, 
with  the  addition  of  apis,  canth.,  cannabis  and  a 
few  others,  but  they  were  soon  as  bad  as  ever. 
About  the  last  of  November  I  received  Sherman  s 
Bulletin  of  New  Remedies,  and  there  found  a 
short  description  of  equisetum  with  the  statement 
that  many  almost  incredulous  cures  of  bed  wetting 
in  children  had  been  reported  as  the  effects  of  this 
remedy  suggested  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease 
in  Hale's  Therapeutics  of  New  Remedies,  so  I 
determined  to  try  an  experiment  with  this  remedy 
on  the  very  next  case  that  came  under  my  treat- 
ment. About  the  first  of  December  I  had  another 
case.  Mrs.  H.  came  to  my  office  saying  that  her 
little  boy,  four  years  old,  had  never  failed  to  wet 
the  bed  a  single  night  for  two  years,  and  there  was 
hardly  a  night  but  what  she  took  him  up,  and 
always  took  him  out  just   before  going  to  bed, 
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thinking  it  might  help  him ;  she  had  punished  him 
for  it,  and  worse  than  that,  had  been  to  several 
allopathic  doctors,  but  all  of  no  avail.  I  told  her 
that  she  had  come  to  a  poor  savior,  but  if  she 
would  consent,  that  I  would  try  a  new  remedy  that 
was  highly  recommended  and  was  perfectly  harm- 
less, etc.,  and  further,  if  I  did  not  cure  the  boy,  I 
would  not  charge  her  anything.  She  consented, 
and  I  gave  her  a  two-drachm  vial  of  tinct.  equise- 
tum  with  directions  to  give  six  drops  each  night  at 
bed-time,  telling  her  not  to  allow  him  to  drink 
much  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  and  especially 
nothing  warm.  To  take  him  out  just  before  going 
to  bed  and  to  report  to  me  in  a  week.  She  did  so, 
and  to  my  surprise,  said  that  the  boy  had  had  no 
trouble  whatever,  and  that  he  had  slept  better  and 
was  feeling  better  than  he  had  for  two  years.  I 
told  her  to  continue  same  treatment  another  week, 
and  then  I  dismissed  the  boy  cured  and  he  still 
remains  well. 

A  girl  several  years  of  age,  had  been  troubled 
with  incontinence  of  urine  for  nearly  four  years, 
ever  since  she  had  the  diphtheria.  I  put  her  on 
the  same  remedy  and  dose,  and  in  two  weeks  re- 
ported cured,  sound  and  well.  While  treating  this 
case  Mrs.  H.  brought  me  another — a  girl  five  years 
of  age,  that  had  been  troubled  for  nearly  two 
years,  which  I  treated  in  the  same  way,  with  the 
same  happy  result  as  with  the  other  two.  So  con- 
fident was  I  that  I  had  found  a  specific,  that  I 
could  not  wait  for  new  cases,  but  spoke  to  the 
parents  of  children  I  had  treated  unsuccessfully 
during  the  year,  telling  them  I  had  found  a  sure 
cure,  and  if  I  did  not  cure  them  in  two  weeks  I 
would  not  charge  them  a  cent.  So,  during  Janu- 
ary two  of  them  came  to  me,  both  of  which  I  cured 
with  the  same  treatment.  I  have  another  child 
taking  the  medicine  at  present,  but  have  not  heard 
from  him  as  yet.  Some  may  doubt  these  state- 
ments, but  I  will  furnish  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  parents  of  each  case  for  reference  if  any  one 
wishes  them.  We  cannot  say  of  these  cases  that 
they  just  happened  to  get  well,  for  they  were  all 
chronic  and  otherwise  obstinate  cases.  The  rem- 
edy acted  alike  in  all  of  them.  I  intend  to  make  a 
thorough  proving  of  the  remedy,  and  will  report 
again.  I  think  that  benzoic  acid  is  the  next  best 
remedy,  but  I  failed  with  it  in  several  cases. — 
Medical  Investigator. 


Berberis  Aquifolium  —  Its  Action  upon 
Glandular  Enlargements,  Fibroids,  Can- 
cer, Etc. — I  have  been  prescribing  the  above  new 
remedy,  almost  a  year.  My  attention  was  called 
to  its  action  as  an  alterative  tonic,  by  a  gentlemen 
representing  a  house  engaged  in  its  manufacture. 

I  began  its  use  at  once,  and  now  regard  it  as  one 
of  the  most  indispensable  remedies  recently  intro- 
duced into  the  list  of  therapeutical  drugs.  I  have 
proved  its  action  as  a  blood  depurator,  tonic  and 
alterative.  Alone,  and  in  combination  with  many 
other  remedies,  it  may  be  prescribed  for  a  host  of 
ailments.  It  gives  tone  to  the  visceral  organs; 
stimulates  the  secretory  glands  ;  improves  muscu- 
lar elasticity — thereby  causing  a  washing-out  of  the 
viscera — and  prepares  the  organs  for  active  nutri- 
tion. Its  action  upon  the  secretory  glands  is  simi- 
lar to  the  application  or  external  force  applied  to 
a  sponge,  filled  with  dirty  water,  so  to  speak,  it 
squeezes  it  out. 

I  submit  the  following  cases,  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible, to  explain  the  action  of  this  new  remedy: 

Mrs.  K.,  aged  29,  married,  and  the  mother  of 
five  children,  all  apparently  healthy.  This  lady  is 
of  a  lymphatic  temperament,  slender,  has  never 
been  robust,  but  has  enjoyed  only  a  medium  degree 
of  health.     Since  the  birth  of  her  third- child,  she 


has  suffered  from  slight  prolapsus  of  the  womb, 
and  a  disgusting  leucorrhoea.  The  discharge  re- 
duced her  strength,  and  she  became  cachectic  and 
a  confirmed  invalid.  I  attended  during  her  last 
confinement,  labor  occurring  natural  and  easy. 

About  nine  months  subsequent — Nov.  11,  1878 — 
I  was  summoned  to  examine  "  a  painful  lump  or 
tumor  "  situated  in  her  left  breast,  extending  from 
an  inch  below  the  left  nipple,  to  a  distance  above 
that  point  of  about  two  and  a  half  inches,  almost 
completely  filling  the  superior  zone  of  the  left 
breast.  She  stated  that  it  had  been  steadily  grow- 
ing for  five  months.  For  some  months  she  thought 
that  it  was  a  "caked  breast,"  and  that  it  would 
disappear  by  applying  poultices  and  ointments ; 
however,  instead,  it  gradually  increased  in  size. 
There  had  been  sharp  pain  in  it  from  the  com- 
mencement, and  always  worse  at  night.  Her 
countenance  was  sallow;  eyes  sunken,  with  dark 
circles  around  them ;  appetite  poor ;  menstrual 
function  deranged  ;  bowels  constipated,  and  a  gen- 
eral feeling  of  malaise.  There  was  no  heat  over 
the  surface  of  the  tumor;  slight  redness,  veins 
slightly  enlarged,  and  painful  upon  pressure.  It 
had  a  stony  feeling,  slightly  movable — at  least  it 
gave  me  that  sensation — definitely  circumscribed, 
with  a  few  nodules.  I  could  scarcely  allow  myself 
to  conclude  that  it  was  of  a  cancerous  nature,  until 
I  had  consulted  with  Dr.  Judd  (lately  from  St. 
Louis,  and  who  had  held  the  chair  of  histology  for 
twelve  years  in  that  city),  and  have  him  examine  it 
with  me.  After  a  lengthy  examination  and  con- 
sultation, the  professor  concluded  that  it  was  of  a 
"  scirrhus  "  nature.  I  withheld  operating  until  I 
could  make  repeated  examinations,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  build  up  her  general  health.  The  fol- 
lowing prescription  was  given,  viz. : 


5.     Ext.  berberis  aquifol., 
Ext.  rhamni  purshianx, 
Ext.  malti, 


Grammes. 

96.00 
.     32.00 

384.00 


M.  sig.  Sixteen  grammes  (a  tablespoonful)  four 
times  daily.  A  careful  supervision  of  the  progress 
of  the  tumor  was  kept  daily.  After  continuing 
the  prescription  one  week,  I  observed  the  following 
signs  ;  tumor  slightly  flabby  and  noticeably  smaller  ; 
patient  does  not  complain  of  much  pain,  except  at 
night.  Treatment  continued.  She  also  states  that 
her  bowels  have  been  regular  and  that  she  has  a 
better  appetite,  and  thinks  she  feels  stronger  since 
she  began  the  medicine. 

At  my  next  visit,  which  was  ten  days  after  my 
last,  an  examination  was  made,  and,  to  my  surprise, 
the  tumor  had  so  reduced  in  size  as  to  convince  me 
that  it  would  wholly  disappear.  I  could  not  per- 
suade my  patient  to  give  up  the  medicine,  so  posi- 
tive was  she  that  it  was  curing  her.  In  two  months 
from  the  time  of  my  first  visit,  there  was  nothing 
to  examine  to  convince  any  one  that  ever  a  tumor 
existed  in  the  location  referred  to,  at  all. 

Now,  my  indulgent  editor,  if  I  have  trespassed 
upon  your  valuable  space,  I  hope  you  will  forbear 
this  time,  and  I  will  be  less  enthusiastic  and  more 
brief  in  my  next.  I  have  several  cases  of  fibroids 
and  hypertrophy  of  the  os  tinc«  to  report,  with 
their  treatment,  when  at  leisure. — H.  A.  Eberle, 
M.  D.,  C.  M.,  in  Michigan  Medical  News. 

Yangono  Naviti,  or  Piper  Methysticum 
in  Gonorrhea,  Etc. — Some  years  ago,  whilst 
traveling  through  and  residing  for  a  time  among 
the  islands  of  the  South  Pacific,  more  especially 
the  Vitian  or  Fijian  group,  before  the  cession  of 
those  charming  and  fertile  islands  to  the  British 
Crown,  I  obtained  a  very  good  knowledge  of  the 
"  vosa  viti,"  Fijian  language,  which  is  the  dialect 


August,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


213 


spoken  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Vitian  or 
Fijian  Archipelago,  numbering  some  250  islands. 
Making  myself  at  home  and  friendly  to  the 
islanders,  rendering  them  many  valuable  medical 
services,  I  gained  their  fullest  confidence,  and 
became  quite  a  celebrity  among  them  as  a  "  mattai 
ni  matti,"  tradesman,  or  master  of  the  sick.  The 
Fijians  are  by  far  the  most  intelligent,  and,  medi- 
cally speaking,  knowledgeable  of  all  the  native 
races  inhabiting  the  numerous  isles  of  the  inter- 
tropical South  Pacific.  They  possess  many  valu- 
able medicinal  herbs  and  medical  secrets,  their 
knowledge  of  which  they  are  by  no  means  adverse 
to  impart  to  those  who  possess  their  confidence 
and  esteem  ;  in  fact,  such  was  my  experience.  Soon 
discovering  their  amatory  tendencies  and  inclina- 
tions, and  observing  little  or  no  gonorrheal  affec- 
tions among  them,  I  inquired  the  reason,  when 
they  informed  me  :  drinking  the  "  Yangona  Naviti  " 
was  a  specific  for  all  urethral  and  vaginal  dis- 
charges and  diseases  of  a  contagious  character, 
which  I  subsequently  proved  and  ascertained  to 
be  a  fact.  Anxious  to  see  and  learn  the  manu- 
facture of  this  important  and  valuable  specific,  my 
wishes  were  complied  with.  Being  conducted  to 
the  "  vale  "  house  of  a  powerful  chieftain  named 
Tui  Cakou  or  Tui  Vanua  Lever,  at  Somo-Somo,  I 
was  a  witness  to  the  perfect  and  complete  prepar- 
ation of  the  "  Yangona  Naviti.''  A  large  clean 
wooden  bowl  standing  on  four  legs,  called  a 
"  tarcona,"  made  out  of  one  solid  piece  of  wood 
of  the  vessy  tree,  having  a  perfect  polish  caused 
by  frequent  use,  capable  of  containing  five  to  ten 
gallons,  was  brought  in  and  placed  in  position 
before  the  assembled  chieftains.  A  number  of 
young  girls  with  teeth  as  sound  as  ripe  acorns, 
and  white  as  bleached  coral,  were  placed  around 
the  "tarcona,"  and  ordered  to  proceed  with  the 
manufacture.  A  large  yangona  root  was  then  laid 
before  them,  scraped  clean  and  cut  into  moderate 
sized  pieces.  Each  girl  took  as  much  of  the  root 
as  her  mouth  would  comfortably  contain,  and 
commenced  chewing  vigorously.  When  the  chew- 
ing was  completed,  i.  <?.,  the  root  reduced  10  a 
pulp,  the  mass  was  removed  from  the  mouth  and 
placed  into  the  "  tarcona."  After  a  sufficiency  had 
been  chewed,  water  was  poured  into  the  mass  and 
all  thoroughly  mixed  together,  the  fibers  of  the 
root  being  separated  from  the  liquor  by  straining. 
The  strained  liquor  had  now  the  appearance  of 
brown  soap  suds.  A  cocoanut  shell  called  "mbelo," 
containing  about  a  pint,  was  filled  with  the  liquor 
and  handed  to  the  chieftains,  according  to  their 
rank,  and  drank  off  with  apparent  gusto — each 
chief  emptying  his  "  mbelo "  at  one  draught 
before  returning  it  to  be  refilled  and  passed  to 
another.  The  root  I  ascertained  to  belong  to  the 
order  piperacea,  being  the  piper  methysticum. 
Not  admiring  the  salivary  mode  of  manufacture  I 
had  just  witnessed,  I  determined  to  try  a  plan  of 
my  own,  and  see  if  a  more  cleanly  and  civilized 
style  of  preparation  would  not  have  the  same 
therapeutical  effect  as  the  "ma-ma,"  or  masticatory 
process.  Obtaining  a  quantity  of  the  root,  drying 
and  grating  it,  and  mixing  the  gratings  with  cold 
water  as  required,  produced  a  drink  far  m.ore 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  to  an  educated  white  man's 
ideas  of  correctness,  and  also  of  equal  potency  to 
the  chewed  mass.  The  root  is  easily  grown  in 
Fiji,  and  I  should  think  could  be  readily  cultivated 
in  all  tropical  countries  possessing  a  sufficiency  of 
moisture  or  rainfall.  The  plant  is  propagated  by 
cuttings  from  the  stems,  in  precisely  the  same 
manner  as  the  grape  vine — thus  leaving  all  the 
roots  available  for  home  use  or  commerce.  The 
root  carefully  dried  retains  its  medicinal  virtues ; 
also  keeps  well. 


Upon  my  return  to  civilization,  I  treated  some 
forty  cases  of  gonorrhea,  male  and  female  ulcera- 
tive leucorrhea,  vaginitis  and  urethritis,  with  the 
happiest  results.  In  no  single  instance  did  the 
preparation  disagree  with  the  patient ;  never  caused 
eructations  or  gastric  disturbances.  In  fact,  drink- 
ing the  cold  infusion  produces  a  pleasant  effect 
upon  the  whole,  leaving  a  warm,  aromatic,  grate- 
ful taste  in  the  mouth.  Unfortunately,  my  stock 
of  the  yangona  root  became  soon  exhausted,  and 
hitherto  I  have  been  unable  to  renew  my  stock  to 
enable  me  to  continue  my  experimental  researches. 
Of  this  I  am  fully  and  perfectly  satisfied,  that  in 
the  contained  juices  of  the  roots  and  lower  portions 
of  the  stems  of  the  "Yangona  Naviti,"  piper 
methysticum,  we  possess  a  most  valuable  adjunct  to 
the  materia  medica  for  superseding  all  the  ordi- 
narily used  remedies  for  the  easy,  safe,  and  success- 
ful treatment  of  gonori^hea  and  allied  affections, 
being  pleasant  to  take,  always  tolerated  by  the 
weakest  and  most  susceptible  stomachs,  and  leav- 
ing no  troublesome  gleety  discharges  as  sequences 
to  follow  its  judicious  exhibition. — Cincinnati 
Medical  News. 


On  a  Natural  Soap  and  its  Use  in  the 
Treatment  of  Skin  Diseases. — In  my  paper 
on  the  external  treatment  of  skin  diseases,  read  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical 
Society,  I  discussed,  among  other  remedies,  the 
therapeutic  action  of  the  two  common  soaps — 
namely,  the  hard  or  soda  soap,  and  the  soft 
or  potash  soap.  Both  before  and  at  the  time 
of  this  meeting  I  had  been  making  experi- 
ments with  what  I  supposed  to  be  a  natural 
soap.  The  experiments  not  being  then  com- 
plete, I  was  not  able  to  notice  in  my  paper 
this  third  variety  of  soap.  I  purpose  giving  here 
a  brief  description  of  it.  Mr.  L.  Wolff,  of  this 
city,  who  has  kindly  assisted  me  for  some  time  in 
preparing  the  various  kinds  of  soaps,  remarked  to 
me  upon  one  occasion  that  he  thought  the  Quil- 
laia  Saponaria  bark  infusion  would  have  the 
same  effect  on  the  skin  as  a  mild  soap.  I  at  once 
began  an  investigation  into  the  constituents  of 
this  bark  and  their  action  on  the  skin,  of  which 
the  following  is  the  result : 

The  Quillaia  Saponaria  is  indigenous  to  Chili. 
Its  bark  is  imported  in  flat  pieces,  which  are  us- 
ually several  inches  wide  and  from  two  to  three 
feet  in  length.  These  are  hard  and  tough  and  of 
light  gray  color.  In  the  shops  it  is  generally  found 
in  raspings  and  small  woody  fibres  mixed  with 
an  acrid  dust  which  readily  provokes  sneezing.  It 
contains,  among  other  ingredients,  saponin,  sul- 
phate of  calcium,  and  a  small  quantity  of  starch. 
The  first  substance  is  its  most  active  principle, 
and  was  first  isolated  in  1850,  by  Le  Boeuf,  by 
displacement  with  hot  alcohol.  The  cold  tincture 
contains  the  saponin,  which  can  be  readily  separ- 
ated by  evaporation.  Prepared  in  this  way  it  is 
a  white  crystalline  powder  of  a  sweet  and  acrid 
taste,  slightly  soluble  in  water,  but  more  readily 
soluble  in  strong  and  boiling  alcohol.  It  is  used 
in  the  arts  for  bleaching  merinos,  white  hnens, 
and  in  cleansing  silks  and  other  fabrics.  It  has  a 
marked  action  upon  the  animal  economy,  as  is 
shown  by  the  local  anesthesia  that  follows  when 
a  solution  of  it  is  injected  under  the  skin.  A 
saturated  alcoholic  solution  of  it  possesses  the 
power  of  dissolving  gums,  resins  and  oils,  and 
will  form  with  them,  after  being  mixed  with  water, 
permanent  emulsions.  This  same  solution  when 
shaken  with  mercury  will  keep  it  suspended.  It 
will  be  seen  that  saponin  in  solution  possesses  all 
the  chemical  action  of  soap,  and  is  often  pre- 
ferred to  the  latter.     As  a  therapeutic  agent  this 
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natural  soap  can  be  used  in  the  form  of  infusion, 
tincture,  or  fluid  extract. 

An  infusion  of  this  bark  can  be  easily  made 
by  tying  some  of  it  in  a  piece  of  white  flannel, 
and  allowing  it  to  remain  in  a  bowl  of  water  for 
one  or  two  hours,  until  the  saponin  is  dissolved. 
I  resort  to  this  method  of  extracting  the  active 
principle,  in  order  to  avoid  the  irritating  effect  of 
the  minute  fibres  of  the  bark.  If  this  solution  is 
applied  to  any  part  of  the  body  it  will  be  found 
to  fulfill  all  the  requirements  of  a  mild  soap,  and 
act  in  addition  as  a  moderate  stimulant  and 
astringent  on  the  skin.  I  have  used  it  with  marked 
benefit  in  dandruff  of  the  scalp.  It  causes  the 
enlarged  glands  of  the  part  to  contract,  and  often 
removes  all  infiltration  of  the  skin.  It  has  also 
been  of  great  service  in  removing  the  scales  in 
simple  pityriasis,  and  in  producing  at  the  same 
time  its  moderately  stimulant  and  astringent  ac- 
tion. Similarly,  I  have  had  some  excellent  re- 
sults from  its  use  in  chronic  ulcers  and  eczema 
of  the  extremities.  I  usually  saturate  a  roller 
bandage  with  the  infusion  and  bandage  up  the 
part.  The  cases  m  which  I  tried  this  means  had 
previously  used  both  the  simple  dry  and  wet 
roller  bandage,  but  no  success  was  attained  until 
the  above  method  was  adopted. 

This  infusion  is  also  a  valuable  remedy  for  aid- 
ing in  arresting  excessive  secretion  and  fetid  per- 
spiration. The  parts  that  are  usually  affected  by 
these  troubles  are  the  face,  armpits,  hands  and 
feet.  In  cases  involving  the  face  and  armpits,  I 
instruct  the  patient  to  dip  a  small  piece  of  sponge 
in  the  infusion  and  carefully  mop  over  the  surface 
once  or  twice  daily.  When  the  hands  and  feet 
are  affected  they  should  be  bathed  in  the  solution 
nightly,  or  on  alternate  nights,  according  to  the 
condition. 

When  a  more  active  stimulant  and  astringent 
effect  is  required,  the  tincture  of  saponin  can  be 
employed  with  much  advantage.  The  tincture  is 
prepared  by  extracting  the  bark,  as  already  men- 
tioned, by  means  of  strong  boiling  alcohol.  The 
solution  thus  formed  is  clear  and  of  a  deep  wine 
color.  It  has  a  strong  but  rather  pleasant  odor, 
and  a  pungent  taste.  It  is  chiefly  employed  as  an 
external  remedy,  and  when  applied  to  a  part  has  a 
refrigerant  effect.  It  is  miscible  with  both  water 
and  oil,  and  has  the  power  of  dissolving,  emulsify- 
ing and  removing  fats  and  dirt  from  the  skin.  In 
many  diseases,  especially  in  seborrhoea  sicca,  I 
have  found  it  far  preferable  to  the  tincture  of 
green  soap.  It  has  all  the  advantages  that  are 
claimed  for  the  tincture  of    green   soap,  and  at  the 


same  time  is  free  from  the  high  diffusive,  penetrat- 
ing and  destructive  action  on  the  tissues  that  the 
latter  possesses. 

I  have  used  this  tincture  with  great  benefit,  not 
only  in  the  diseases  to  which  the  infusion  is  appli- 
cable, but  also  in  general  thinning  and  loss  of  hair 
in  different  parts  of  the  body.  It  can  be  employed 
with  great  advantage  as  an  addition  to  the  internal 
treatment  in  that  variety  of  the  loss  of  hair  in 
which  the  scalp  is  to  all  appearances  healthy,  but 
the  surface  is  covered  with  short,  fine  and  downy 
hairs.  In  cases  of  this  description  it  should  be 
applied  in  full  strength  with  a  sponge,  and  should 
always  be  thoroughly  rubbed  into  the  scalp,  and 
afterwards  rinsed  off  with  water. 

A  very  valuable  preparation  of  this  bark  is  made 
by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  in 
the  form  of  a  fluid  extract,  and  will  fulfill  all  the 
advantages  that  have  been  claimed  for  the  tinc- 
ture.—  John  V.  Shoemaker,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  in  the 
Philadelphia  Medical  Bulleiin. 


Chaulmoogra  Oil  has  been  recommended  as 
a  specific  in  phthisis  pulmonaris,  but  Dr.  I.  Burney 
Yeo,  physician  to  the  Brompton  Hospital  has 
made  a  thorough  trial  of  it  in  nine  cases  and  re- 
ports [The  Practitioner,  April,  1879)  only  negative 
results.  The  oil  has  a  nauseous  flavor  which  ren- 
ders its  administration  more  difficult  than  that  of 
cod-liver  oil.  Dr.  Yeo  suggests  that  it  may  be 
given  in  perles,  which  would  remove  this  objection. 
In  one  case  there  was  decided  improvement,  but  this 
was  not  surely  diagnosticated  as  one  of  phthisis,  it 
may  have  been  simply  a  case  of  pleuritis,  besides 
strong  tonics  with  iron  were  given  and  active  coun- 
ter-irritation was  employed  in  this  case,  which 
might  account  for  the  improvement  observed  irre- 
spective to  the  effects  of  the  oil.  Dr.  Liveing  states 
that  he  has  obtained  remarkable  results  from  the 
use  of  this  oil  in  leprosy. 


CONDURANGO  Bark  AGAIN. — I.  von  Dietrich 
reports  the  case  of  a  woman,  49  years  of  age, 
who  had  suffered  for  ten  years  from  pain  in  the 
stomach,  for  three  years  had  noticed  a  tumor  in 
the  umbilical  region,  and  who  had  been  confined 
to  bed  for  six  months  with  all  the  symptoms  of 
well-marked  cancerous  cachexia.  After  using  the 
condurango  for  four  weeks,  the  tumor  was  reduced 
to  a  quarter  of  its  original  volume,  the  patient 
again  became  able  to  work,  and  a  month  later 
only  perceived  slight  hardening,  and  was  other- 
wise quite  well. — Practitioner ;  from  Cbl.  f.  Chi- 
rurgie,  i8yg,  No.  i. 
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Editor's  Notes. 


The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Der- 
matological  Association  will  be  held  at  the  rooms 
of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  12  West  Thirty-first 
street,  New  York,  on  the  26th,  27th  and  28th  of 
August,  1879.  For  particulars,  address  Dr.  Rob- 
ert W.  Taylor,  42  West  Twenty-first  street.  New 
York. 

See  prospectus  of  Chicago  Medical  Gazette  in 
our  present  number,  and  send  in  your  name  on  a 
postal  card  for  a  specimen  copy  of  the  new  journal, 
which  will  be  mailed  to  you  as  soon  as  issued. 

Our  brethren  of  the  medical  quill  are  very  gene- 
rally complaining  of  the  warm  weather,  and  in  not 
a  few  instances  their  journals  bear  evidences  of  a 
lack  of  the  "  editorial  fire."  New  Preparations, 
however,  suffers  no  such  paltry  thing  as  a  slight 
rise  in  the  thermometer  to  mar  the  symmetry  of 
its  excellence.  Semper  paratus  is  its  working 
motto. 

We  congratulate  our  readers  on  the  character 
of  the  original  articles  which  we  are  able  to  pre- 
sent them.     The  working  men  of  the  profession 


are  realizing  more  and  more  as  New  Prepara- 
tions grows  older,  that  it  is  the  medium  through 
which  to  reach  those  whose  business  it  is  to  keep 
themselves  abreast  of  the  times  in  the  matter  of 
new  remedies,  and  in  which  they  are  to  look  for 
information  on  these  remedies.  When  you  run 
across  anything  new  in  the  way  of  a  medicine,  or 
discover  a  new  indication  for  an  old  remedy,  and 
you  wish  to  give  your  fellow  laborers  in  the  field 
the  benefit  of  it.  New  Preparations  is  your 
medium. 

New  Drugs. — Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to 
make  concerning  the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please 
to  send  to  us;  if  we  cannot  readily  answer  it  our- 
selves, we  will  give  it  publication.  Some  one  out 
of  our  many  thousand  readers  will  undoubtedly  be 
able  to  give  you  the  information  you  wish. 

Correspondence. — If  you  have  an  unusually 
interesting  case  to  offer,  write  its  history  in  detail 
for  the  Original  Department,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 
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Subscriptions. 

Subscription  Price  for  1879,  one  dollar. 

The  Index  for  1878  is  now  ready,  and  every  sub- 
scriber for  1878  is  entitled  to  it. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  New  Preparations 
(monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi- 
monthly) for  one  year  to  any  address. 

Back  Numbers  (1877-78),  each  10  cents.  Back 
numbers,  bound — Vols.  I  and  II — each  vol. — paper 
40  cents;  board  75  cents.  January,  1878,  is  now 
out  of  press. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  continue  with  us,  and 
hope  they  will  send  their  remittances  of  one  dollar 
each  in  to  us  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
our  mail  list  can  be  got  in  readiness  for  the  next 
issue. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.  When 
possible  inclose  your  printed  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

Send  at  once  for  our  Prospectus,  if  you  have  not 
already  seen  it.  It  gives  special  rates  for  all  the 
leading  medical  journals  in  the  United  States,  in 
connection  with  New  Preparations.  It  also 
contains  our  list  of  Preiniutns. 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charges,  if  both  publications 
are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  publications  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Henry  C.  Lea,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  we  must  here- 
after charge  their  list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional 
for  New  Preparations,  as  they  no  longer  make 
the  usual  trade  discounts  to  any  publishers.  To 
save  you  the  annoyance  of  making  two  remittances 
we  will,  however,  be  responsible  for  your  payment 
reaching  them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance 
for  New  Preparations. 

A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 


a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $1.00  for  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  or  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  claim  both  the  premium  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbittg  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  want  more  agents.  Good  smart  men,  phy- 
sicians with  little  practice,  drug  clerks,  or  any  per- 
sons brought  into  direct  contact  with  physicians, 
can  do  well  by  canvassing  for  us.  The  work  is 
easy,  honorable,  requires  no  capital,  and  pays  well. 

We  furnish  sample  copies  gratis.  Write  at 
once,  stating  your  qualifications  for  canvassing, 
and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  correspond  with  you. 

Agents  now  working  for  us  are  very  successful 
thus  far. 

Correspondence. 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 
ent inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  complaint  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

We  shall  continue  the  reports  of  practitioners 
upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  notice  next 
year,  and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 
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Professional  and  Business  Chances. 

Business  Chances. — Under  this  head  we  will  be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  from  three  to  five  lines  from  any  physician  or 
druggist  who  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  pi-operty.  These  brief  notices  should  state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value, 
reasons  for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  ofCer  enables  physicians  and  druggists  wishing  to  change  their  location  to  bring  the 
matter  free  of  expense  to  the  notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to  purchase.  The  circulation  of  New  Pekpaeations 
is  already  very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes  to  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  to 
Canada  and  Great  Britain. 

Please  note  our  request  that  each  advertiser  will  advise  us  as  soon  as  the  advertisement  has  achieved  its  puipose. 


PHYSICIAN  — ILOCATION.— A  good  paying  practice, 
office,  books  and  furniture,  good  dwelling-house, 
orchard  and  shrubbery,  two  good  store  houses,  fifty-five 
acres  of  land  in  good  cultivation  in  edge  of  town.  Will  sell 
all  or  part  ;  cause,  declining  health,  being  now  nearly  fifty- 
four  years  old,  and  in  the  practice  over  twenty  five  years. 
Address,  J.  R.  Pack,  M.  D.,  Hermitage,  Hickory  Co.,  Mo. 

A  FINE  CHANCE  FOR  INVESTMENT.  —  A  drug 
store  in  one  of  the  best  business  locations  in  the  city 
of  Detroit  is  now  offered  for  sale.  The  proprietur  is  com- 
pelled by  urgent  personal  reasons  to  close  up  his  business 
within  a  brief  period,  and  will  offer  stock,  fixtures  and  good 
will  at  verv  reasonable  figures.  Part  cash  is  asked,  and 
easy  terms  for  the  balance,  if  good  security  can  be  given. 
Any  one  with  available  funds  will  find  a  bargain  in  a  cash 
purchase.  The  store  is  well  stocked  with  every  requisite  for 
a  first-class  .store,  and  is  in  excellent  condition.  Address, 
"Druggist,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

IT'OR  SALE.  —  To  physician  wishing  a  very  desirable 
?  country  practice  and  an  excellent  village  home,  con- 
sisting of  No.  1  fram.e  dwelling,  seven  rooms,  well  finished, 
with  all  modern  conveniences — wells  and  cisterns,  }4  acre 
of  ground  well  fenced,  abundance  of  fruit.  Office  on  alley, 
ten  feet  from  residence.  Stables  roomy  and  convenient. 
Location,  near  Delaware,  O.  Reasons,  wishes  to  retire  from 
practice.    For  all  particulars,  address, 

Crawford  &  Horr,  Delaware,  Ohio. 

IT'OR  SALE. — A  good  sized  brick  house,  new  and  large 
barn,  nearly  one  acre  of  land,  variety  of  fruit,  located 
in  a  small  village  8  miles  west  of  Jackson;  has  a  seminary, 
no  saloons;  a  rich  farming  town  with  no  othWr  physician  in 
it.  Cost  of  building  and  lot  5.3,300,  will  sell  for  |2,200,  one- 
fourth  down,  remainder  on  time,  with  security.  Reason  1 
make  the  great  sacrifice,  am  78  years  old  and  a  sick  wife. 
Address,  G.  R.  Powers,  M.  D.,  Spring  Arbor,  Jackson  Co., 
Mich. 

PHYSICIAN— PARTNER  WANTED.— A  young  man 
of  integrity  and  good  morals,  possessed  of  energy  and 
intelligence,  in  good  professional  standing,  to  assist  one  in 
a  lai-ge  and  growing  practice  in  an  interior  town  of  Texas. 
Address.  F.  C.  W.  M..  Box  641,  Detroit.  Mich. 

FOR  SALE— Drug  store  and  fixtures  at  a  bargain,  with 
or  without  building.  Will  take  $300  for  stock  and  fix- 
tures—about one-half  their  value.  Reasons  for  selling,  I 
wish  to  devote  my  whole  attention  to  practice.  Location, 
Ashley,  111.    Enquire  of  G.  W.  Thompson,  M.  D.,  Ashley,  111. 
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PHYSICIAN— LOCATION.— A  good  location  for  a  good 
physician  and  surgeon,  in  one  of  the  finest  farming 
districts  in  Illinois.  Value  of  property,  f2,500,  cost  over 
$3,000.  Reason,  health.  Terms  easy.  Address,  with  stamp. 
Dr.  J.  G.  Harvey,  Grove  City,  Christian  Co..  111. 

ILL  TRADE  new  brick  residence  on  main  street, 
value  $2,000,  for  stock  of  drugs.    Answer  soon. 
Dr.  E.  F.  Beogel,  Dunkirk,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE.— Drug  stock  and  fixtures,  valued  at  $5,000. 
Located  in  the  finest  farming  county  in  the  west;  terri- 
tory large,  and  good  trade;  good  reasons  for  selling.  For 
terms  and  particulars  address  Lock  box  499,  Marshall,  Minn. 

IpOR  SALE  — A  GOOD  CHANCE  FOR  INVEST- 
MENT.—Drugs  and  furniture  for  store,  stock  small, 
can  be  made  a  paying  business;  an  excellent  location  for  a 
physician;  will  sell  residence  and  108'/^  acres  of  land  with 
same,  terms  reasonable.  Address, 
Dr.  J.  Hendricks,  Waelder.  Gonzales  Co.,  Texas. 

17OR  SALE— DRUG  STORE In  a  town  of  8,000  inhab- 
J  itants  in  central  Ohio.  Good  location.  Stock,  $5,000; 
sales  from  $8,000  to  $9,000  per  year.  Will  sell  at  invoice,  and 
then  deduct  $500,  or  lump  and  seU  at  a  bargain.  Good  rea- 
sons for  selling.    Address,  X,  box  641,  Detroit. 

RARE    CHANCE   FOR   A   YOUNG  PHYSICIAN — 
For  thirty  days  only  do  I  offer  a  good  paying  practice, 
food  office  furniture,  drugs,  good  will,  etc.,  for  $100,  cash, 
ossession  at  any  time.    Reasons  for  selling,  wish  to  go  to 
California.    Furniture  alone  worth  the  money.    Address, 
Dr.  Otis,  Wooster,  Ohio, 

IOCATION  — PHYSICIAN.  — Good  house,  barn,  two 
^  acres  of  land,  plenty  of  fruit,  and  a  practice  of  $2,.50O 
a  year,  in  a  thriving  village,  for  sale  for  what  the  place  is 
worth.  Reason  for  selling,  want  to  remove  to  the  city. 
Address, Box  24,  Milan.  Blich. 

FOR  SALE. — A  drug  and  book  store,  in  one  of  the  best 
counties  of  Iowa.  Stock  clean,  new  and  small  ;  rent 
low,  location  best  in  town.  Good  reasons  given.  Address, 
"B,"  care  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

DRUG  STORE.— Drug  store  for  sale,  75  miles  from  New 
York;  fine  city,  good  trade  and  elegant  store.    Poor 
health  is  why  offered.    Sales  about  $40  a  day.    Refer  to 
Jennings,  218  Greenwich  street,  New  York. 

WANTED. — A  German  partner  to  engage  in  the  drug 
and  liquor  business.    Business  already  established, 
capital  required,  $1,000.    Address,  P.  O.  box  121,  Deshler,  O. 


Miscellaneous  Business  Notices. 


MICHIGAN  MEDICAL  NEWS.  — Published  semi- 
monthly. Terms  only  one  dollar  per  year.  Edited  by 
Dr.  J.  J.  Mullieron.  Send  three-cent  postage  stamp  for 
specimen  copy. 

I  ELIXIRS  WINES  AND  SYRUPS.— Parke,  Davis  & 
'J  Co.  have  made  many  improvements  in  these  elegant 
pharmaceuticals.  Their  list  comprises  all  standard  formu- 
lee,  as  well  as  the  most  recent  combinations  of  new  remedies. 
Physicians  will  insure  satisfaction,  and  encourage  quality  in 
manufacture  by  specifying  "P.  D.  &  Co.'s"  on  tneir  pi-e- 
scriptions. 

LACTATED  PEPSINE  (not  patented.)  A  new  com- 
pound digestive  agent,  composed  of  pepsine,  maltose, 
diastase,  pancreatine,  lactic  acid,  and  hydrochloric  acid. 
Recommended  in  dyspepsia  and  all  phases  of  mal-nutrition, 
and  in  sickness  of  pregnancy.     Specify  "P.  D.  &  Co's." 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

C.VSCARA  SAGRADA  (Rhamnus  Purshiana.)  The 
fluid  extract  of  this  drug  has  been  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  most  useful  liquid  cathartics  known  to  the  profession. 
As  a  laxative  and  remedy  in  habitual  constipation  it  has  no 
equal.    See  Adv.  page  IV.     Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

EMPTY  CAPSULES.  — Physicians  are  requested  to  ex- 
amine Parke,  Lavis  &  Co.'s  capsules  in  comparison 
with  others  in  the  market.    Send  for  descriptive  circular. 

GURJUN  BALSAM — The  new  substitute  for  copaiba, 
in  gonorrhcea,  for  sale  in  quantities  as  desired  by 

Parke   Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


I 


N  STOCK. — A  large  supply  of  genuine 


Cascara  Sagrada, 
Penthorum  Sedoides, 
Gentiana,  Quinqueflora, 
Berberis  Aquifolium, 
Yerba  Reuma 


Gurjun  Balsam, 
Folia  Carobse, 
Bael  Fruit, 
Soldo  Leaves, 
Jaborandi, 
Grindelia  Robusta. 

Paeke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit. 


PINK  GRANULES.— These  granules  are  intended  to 
supply  the  need  of  physicians  in  such  cases  as  require 
minute  doses,  or  frequent  repetition,  for  adults,  or  in  com- 
plaints of  children.  For  the  sake  of  beauty  of  appearance, 
and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  regulur  line  of  pills,  a 
coating  of  pink  sugar  is  applied.  Specify  "P.,D.  &  Co.'s 
Pink  Granules  "  on  your  orders.  Paeke,  Davis  &  Co. 

BOLDO. — The  new  Chilian  tonic  recommended  in  dyspep- 
sia, gonori  hcBa  and  rheumatism.    See  3d  page  of  cover. 

Paeke,  Davis  &  Co. 

RHUS  AROMATIC  A. —The  new  remedy  for  diabetes, 
and  all  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary  organs,  hemorr- 
hages, and  other  excessive  discharges.  See  advertising 
page  IV. 

GOTO  BARK The  new  remedy  for  diarrhoea  in  all  its 
phases.    Also  recommended  in  colic,  toothache,  neu- 
ralgia, rheumatism  and  gout.    See  advertising  page  V. 

CHLOR- ANODYNE. —A  reliable  and  convenient  reme- 
dy in  cohc,  cramps,  cholera-morbus,  cholera  infantum. 
Is  also  indicated  in  any  affections  requiring  a  potent  ano- 
dyne.   See  advertising  page  VI. 
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Original  Communications. 

Note  on  Ergot  of  Rye  (Secale  Cornu- 
tum),  or  Claviceps  Purpurea  (Tulasne) 
Cryptophyla. 

Subclass,  Fungi;  Order,  Ascomicetes;  Fa7nily,  Pyrenomycetes. 
^  By  Carl  Jungk,  Ph.  D.  ,  Detroit. 

YYX^^^  fungus  which  infects  different  species 
3^l(0     of  the  graminacea  or  grass  tribe  has  three 

A*,  different  stages  of  growth  which  are  very 
excellently  and  minutely  described  in 
Hager's  commentary  to  the  Phartnaco- 
Pceia  Gennanica. 

The  first  stage  of  development  consists  in  the 
formation  of  sphaceliae,  and  takes  place  at  the  time 
of  flowering.  The  sphacelia  appears  as  a  soft  yel- 
lowish fungous  mass  ;  called  rye  honey-dew,  some- 
what tough  and  of  a  rather  disagreeable  odor. 

This  mass  takes  possession  of  the  ovary  or  its 
immediate  neighborhood,  and  products  of  the  de- 
composition of  the  chemical  components  of  the 
ovary  furnish  its  substance,  as  we  find  the  starch 
contained  in  the  ovary  disappear,  and  a  subsequent 
breaking  up  or  dissolution  of  the  structure  of  the 
organ  takes  place. 

On  the  sphaceliae,  when  subjected  to  a  magnifier, 
can  be  discovered  numberless  oval  corpuscles  called 
spermatic  or  stylo-spores.  It  maybe  inferred  there- 
fore that  the  sphacelia  is  secreted  by  the  mycelium 
whose  hyphen  penetrates  and  honeycombs  the 
lower  portion  of  the  young  ovary.  At  the  same 
time  it  may  be  noticed  that  the  ovary  undergoes  a 
process  of  gradual  obliteration  or  consumption  by 
the  parasite  as  it  exhibits  breaks  in  the  continuity 
of  its  structure,  having  folds  and  depressions  not 
seen  in  the  healthy  organ.  This  appearance  is  due 
to  the  spermagonium  layer.  Out  of  this  cellular 
layer  or  tissue  there  rise  a  multitude  of  erect  basi- 
dia  like  tubes  on  whose  summit  may  be  discovered 
a  chain  of  longish,  oval  cells  or  corpuscles  (the 
spermatic  or  stylo-spores  already  referred  to). 

Subsequent  to  the  drying  out  of  the  sphaceliae 
the  mycelium  and  spermatic  appear  as  a  whitish 
fungous  web  covering  the  remains  of  the  ovary. 

The  second  stage  of  the  parasite's  growth  is  the 


formation  of  the  sclerotium,  which  furnishes  in  a 
sterile  stroma  the  ofificial  ergot. 

The  ovary  is  by  this  time  entirely  destroyed  as 
far  as  its  elementary  and  anatomical  structure  is 
concerned,  and  consequently  its  growth  and  nutri- 
tion has  ceased. 

In  its  structure,  however,  the  mycelium  continues 
its  development,  existing  separately  and  without 
further  contribution  from  the  ovary  or  its  mass,  ar- 
riving by  a  process  of  growth  and  condensation  of 
structure  at  a  point  where  it  presents  to  view  a 
compact  body  white  within  and  violet  black  without, 
a  sterile  stroma  which  arises  out  of  the  floral  bracts 
and  crowns  the  summit  of*the  mycelium. 

{a  b)  A  section  of  a  cutting 
through  the  spermagonium 
layer. 

{a)    Hyphen. 

[b)  Hymenium  with  sperm- 
atic or  stylo  spores. 

{c)    Spermatic. 

{d)    Spermatie  and  filament  prolonged  thereby. 


1.  Vertical  section  of  fruit  of  rye  pierced  by  a 
hyphen,  a  point  of  attachment  of  the  sclerotium. 

2.  Ear  of  rye  showing  the  sclerotium.         ^ 

3.  Sterile  stroma  or  sclerotium  bearing,  on  its 
summit  the  spermagonium  or  sphacelia  layer. 

4.  The  same  at  a  more  advanced  stage  of  de- 
velopment,    {g)  Sclerotium.     (b)  Sphacelia. 

The  third  stage  of  development  the  formation  of 
the  cordiceps  has  only  a  theoretical  interest,  con- 
sisting in  the  fungi  in  the  growth  of  the  pyreno- 
myces.  This  takes  place  either  in  autumn  or  spring 
whenever  it  arrives  at  a  propitious  point  for  de- 
velopment.    After  the  lapse  of  a  few  weeks  the 
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violet  downy  covering  of  the  stroma  loosens  off 
here  and  there  in  flakes  which  curl  over,  and  in  the 
exposed  places  arise  small  whitish  heads  which 
assume  at  first  a  grayish  yellow,  then  a  dirty  violet 
color,  and  are  finally  presented  to  view  as  thin 
shining  stems,  pale  violet  colored  and  carrying  on 
their  tops  one,  rarely  two,  warty  buttons.  These 
cordiceps  buttons  develop,  in  ripening,  millions  of 
spores. 


CLAVICEPS  PURPUREA  IN  THIRD  STAGE  OF  DEVELOPMENT. 

i.  Sclerotium  and  spore  capsules. 

s.  Sclerotium  layer. 

c.  Fructified  cordiceps  layer. 

ii.  Vertical  section  of  the  head  or  button  of 
cordiceps,  showing  the  peritheciae. 

iii  a.  Two  perithecias  producing  spore  filament 
containing  spores,  and  closed. 

b.  Opened  and  ejecting  spores. 

The  officinal  ergot  is  represented  by  the  second 
stage  of  development,  and  should  be  gathered  in 
dry  weather  several  days  before  the  harvest.  The 
overripe  ergot  has  but  little  value  medicinally.  If 
well  dried  at  about  25°C.,  which  equals  yj'^  F.,  in 
the  shade,  and  protected  from  the  air,  it  can  be 
preserved  in  closed  vessels  for  a  long  time. 

The  attention  of  the  medical  profession  seems 
to  have  been  first  attracted  to  the  properties  and 
efficiency  of  ergot  during  an  epidemic  of  ergotism 
which  prevailed  in  Hessia  in  the  year  1596,  and 
was  attended  with  the  loss  of  many  lives.  The 
cause  assigned  was  the  consumption  of  ergotted 
grain  in  bread.  In  1688  Camerarius  wrote  of 
midwives  in  Germany  that  they  were  in  the  habit 
of  using  ergot  to  promote  delivery.  The  Chinese 
are  also  said  to  have  used  it  from  time  immemorial 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  abortion. 

A  number  of  analyses  of  ergot  have  been  made, 
and  at  one  time  its  action  has  been  ascribed  to  the 
fixed  oil  it  contains  ;  at  another,  propylamin  has 
received  the  credit ;  again,  the  ecbolin  and  ergotin 
have  been  thought  to  be  the  active  agents,  but  so 
far  the  identity  of  the  principle  causing  its  special 
contractile  effect  is  still  in  question.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  produce  an  active  pharmaceutical 
preparation  of  ergot,  we  must  endeavor  to  present 
therein,  if  possible,  all  the  principles,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  fixed  oil,  which  in  a  state  of  purity 
and  free  from  extraneous  matter,  is  without  doubt 
inactive. 

That  a  preparation  of  ergot,  when  warmed  for 
some  time  with  soda  or  potassa,  contains  propy- 
larTfin  is  true,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  this 
body  is  contained  ready  formed  in  the  ergot,  as  the 
contrary  is  the  case,  and  it  can  only  be  regarded 
as  a  product  of  decomposition,  not  as  an  educt. 
Propylamin  (trimethylamia)  is  the  result  of  decom- 
position of  a  number  of  organic  combinations, 
just  as  is  ammonia,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  re- 
garded as  a  constant  or  active  ingredient  of  ergot. 

In  a  good  and  properly  prepared  extract,  or 
fluid  extract  of  ergot  I  have  never  been  able  to 
discover   at  once   a  development    of   propylamin' 


after  addition  of  free  alkali,  it  being  only  possible 
to  detect  it  after  the  lapse  of  some  time,  or  pro- 
longed heating. 

If,  however,  an  extract  be  prepared  from  ergot 
that  has  become  old,  or  been  imperfectly  dried, 
the  presence  of  propylamin  may  be  detected 
during  the  process  of  manufacture. 

As  concerning  the  active  constituents  of  ergot, 
the  following  facts  have  been  demonstrated  by 
different  investigators  : 

First,  An  aqueous  extract  of  good  ergot,  z.  <?., 
an  infusion,  contains  all  active  parturient  principles. 

Second,  An  alcoholic  extract  has  very  little  of  the 
parturient  properties,  containing,  however,  principles 
exerting  very  deleterious  and  poisonous  effects. 

The  exhibition  of  ergot  in  so  many  different  dis- 
eased conditions  has  led  to  a  diversity  of  opinion 
regarding  its  value  and  efficiency,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  its  application  in  metrorrhagia,  and  in  case 
of  its  administration  in  poisoning  by  carbonic 
oxide  its  efficiency  depends  on  the  contractile  effect 
exerted  on  the  blood  vessels  and  consequent  in- 
crease of  blood  pressure  in  the  arteries,  while  the  ac- 
tion of  the  heart  remains  normal,  or  is  unaffected. 

This  diversity  of  opinion  is  due  most  likely  to 
the  difference  in  character  and  value  of  the  prepar- 
ations used. 

In  any  case  it  is  clear  that  an  extract,  fluid  ex- 
tract, or  so  called  ergotine,  should  be  prepared 
with  a  consideration  for  the  method  of  application 
and  intentions  of  its  use. 

The  presence  of  lactic  acid  in  fresh  ergot  is  not 
demonstrable,  though  it  appears  as  a  product  of  fer- 
mentation if  the  preparation  be  exposed  to  favorable 
conditions.  A  perfectly  fresh  aqueous  infusion  of 
good  ergot  is  neutral;  after  the  lapse  of  5-10  min- 
utes already  acid;  in  from  6- 1 2  hours  lactic  acid  may 
be  detected,  and  in  several  days  butyric  acid  makes 
its  appearance.  This  fermentation  does  not  exert  a 
destructive  action  on  ergotin,  ecbolin  or  resin,  but 
it  does  on  the  sugar  and  red  coloring;  matter. 

We  may  conclude  from  these  premises  that  ergot 
contains  in  itself  a  principle  capable  of  provoking 
the  lactic  acid  fermentation,  and  we  may  look  to 
this  as  an  incentive  to  the  readiness  with  which 
ergot  itself  and  poorly  prepared  extracts  undergo 
decomposition  and  change. 

We  may  further  conclude  that  the  appearance  of 
lactic  acid  and  butyric  acid,  and  also  propylamin 
in  ergot,  or  its  preparations,  is  due  to  a  decompo- 
sition already  begun  and  in  progress.  If  we  con- 
sider that  in  composition  the  lactate  of  ammonia 
and  trimethylamin  differ  only  in  amount  of  three 
atoms  of  oxygen  (0=i6),  we  may  readily  infer  the 
presence  of  either  one  or  the  other  to  be  due  to 
difference  in  mode  of  treatment  (or  maltreatment) 
and  the  stage  of  decomposition  arrived  at. 

As  a  matter  of  interesting  reference  and  possible 
value  to  the  practitioner,  I  append  below  a  number 
of  approved  formulae  which  have  been  used  by 
some  of  the  best  authorities  in  the  administration 
of  ergot : 

1.  Mixtura  Ergotine  Bongeani.  {Potto d' ergotine 
de  Bongean.) 

5i.    Ext.  ergot,  15  gr.  =  fl.  ext.  ergot,  2)^  3  . 
Aq.,2  |. 
Syr.  flor.  aurant,  6  J  . 

Dose.  A  tablespoonful  a  few  times  a  day.  As 
a  haemostatic,  a  tablespoonful  every  ten  to  fifteen 
minutes. 

2.  Mixtura  Hasmostatica. — Shoeller. 

'^.    Fl,  ext.  ergot,  ij^  3. 
Fl.  ext.  ipecac,  8  gr. 
Aquae,  8  \  . 
Tinct.  opii  simpl.,  i  5  . 
Acid  phosphoric,  35  gtts. 
Syr.  cinnamon,  i}4  I  • 

A  tablespoonful  every  half  to  one  hour. 
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3.  Mixtura  Hsemostatica. —  Waldenbtirg. 

19.    Fl.  ext.  ergot,  75  gr. 
FI.  ext.  cinnam.,  36  gr. 
Aq.,  s  5- 

Tart,  boraxat,  z}^  3  . 
Syrp.  cinnamon,  6  3  • 

A    tablespoon ful    every   one    or  two   hours    in 
chronic  metrorrhagia  and  incontinence  of  urine. 

4.  Mixtura  Obstetrica. — Siaoross. 

5.    Fl.  ext.  secal.  cornut.,  J^  ?. 
Aq.,  8   I . 
Ext.  opii,  8  grs. 

A  tablespoonful  every  ten  minutes. 

5.  Mixtura  Styptica. — Lange. 

.J^.    Ext.  ergot,  15  gr. 
Tannin,  30  gr. 
Water,  6   ?  . 
Syrup.  I  5  • 

A  tablespoonful  every  hour  in  haematuria. 

6.  Pilulse  antihsemoptysica. — Lebe7't. 

5-    Ext.  secal.  cornut.. 
Tannin,  aa.  i  3  . 
Ext.  opii,  15  gr. 
Succ.   liquirit,  q.  s. 

Make  90  pills.     One  pill  every  two  hours. 

7.  Pulvis  antiblennorrhoea. 

!^.    Ext.  secalis  cornut.,  8  gr. 
Ferr.  oxydat.,  60  gr. 
Camphor,  4  gr. 
Vanillae  saccharat.,  zj^  3  . 

Divide   into    50  powders.      One   powder   every 
morning  and  evening  in  chronic  blennorrhcea. 

8.  Pilute  antidysmenorrhaceas. — Gallard. 

5-    Ext.  secalis  cornut., 
Ferr.  oxydat.,  aa.  75  gr. 
Ext.  opii,  4  gr. 

Fiat  pilulas,  50.     Two  pills  twice  or  three  times 
a  day  before  each  meal. 

9.  Pilulse  Styptica. — Harios. 

5.    Secalis  cornut.,  15  gr. 
Acid  tannin,  4  gr. 
Digitalin,  y^  gr. 

Fiat  pilulae,  lo.     One  pill  every  three  hours. 

10.  Trochisci  Ergots  f errata. 

^.    Ferr.  pulv.,  150  gr. 
Secalis  cornut.,  60  gr. 
Massa  cacaotin,  3    f. 

Fiat  trochisci,   loo.     One  three  to   five  times  a 
day  in  incontinence  of  urine. 


Alkaloids  of  the  Berberidaceae. 

By  Albert  B.  Prescott,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Organic  and  Applied  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 

University  of  Michigan. 

THE  discovery  of  an  alkaloid,  in  any  plant,  is 
undoubtedly  a  fact  of  the  first  importance, 
both  as  concerning  the  strictly  chemical  interest 
of  the  plant  and  as  bearing  upon  its  medical  ap- 
plication. But,  of  course,  the  fact  that  a  plant 
contains  or  does  not  contain  one  or  more  alka- 
loids, is  not  in  itself  a  decisive  fact  in  materia 
medica.  Over  a  hundred  alkaloids  have  been 
definitely  distmguished  in  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
and  it  is  probable  that  a  greater  number  remain 
undiscovered.  Possessing  a  class  of  substances 
in  class  character  chemically  distinct,  and  compris- 
ing articles  of  such  intense  power  and  diversified 
influence  upon  the  human  organism  as  strychnia, 
quinia,  atropia,  aconitina,  morphia,  etc.,  the  medi- 
cal world  must  look  with  the  liveliest  interest 
upon  the  finding  of  new  alkaloids  in  well-known 
medicinal  plants.  But  the  medical  world  would 
not,  and  should  not  venture  to  trust  upon  the 
lines  of  analogy,  beyond  the  support  of  facts.  Al- 
kaloids, like  all  other  agents,  must  be  put  directly 
to  the  proof,  as  to  their  physiological  power  and 
therapeutic  value.  Testimonies  of  trial — a  fair 
trial  in  a  fair  field — are  wanted.  Certain  alkaloids 
have  but  a  third-rate  medicinal  consequence,  as 


the  narcotina  of  opium,  the  brucia  of  nux  vomica, 
and  the  ergotina  of  ergot.  Alkaloids  are  not  the 
only  substances  known  to  stand  distinctly  as  the 
.active  principles  of  plants.  The  resins  of  podo- 
phyllum, for  instance,  are  stable,  easily  separated, 
and  represent  almost  the  entire  medicinal  power  of 
the  crude  drug  in  a  very  concentrated  form.  It 
has  stood  in  the  books  since  1863,  though  now 
disproved,  that  the  podophyllum  root  contained  an 
alkaloid,  berberina.  but  the  question  of  the  use 
of  this  alkaloid  has  been  wholly  overshadowed  by 
the  greater  potency  of  the  resins.  Finally,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  a  larger  number  of  medicinal 
plants  contain  a  group  of  therapeutic  agents,  pre- 
sented by  nature  in  most  useful  proportions,  so 
that,  if  these  several  bodies  could  be  separated 
and  safely  preserved  by  chemical  skill,  we  could 
do  no  better  than  to  put  them  together  again,  in 
the  original  proportions,  for  administration.  The 
greater  number  of  vegetable  drugs  are  best  kept 
intact,  with  only  such  rejection  of  inert  matters, 
and  concentration  of  medicinal  virtues,  as  the 
fluid  extract,  when  skillfully  and  faithfully  made, 
best  provides.  Nevertheless,  an  alkaloid  of  any 
decided  medicinal  power,  capable  of  production  in 
purity,  is  always  an  article  of  importance. 

At  this  time  four,  at  least,  of  the  medicinal 
plants  of  the  barberry  family  have  been  found  to 
contain  alkaloids,  as  follows  : 

Berberis  vulgaris.  Common  barberry;  root, 
bark.  Berberina  (Buchner,  1835)  ;  oxycanthia 
(Polex,  1836). 

Berberis  aquifolium.  Pacific  Coast.  Root. 
Berberina  (Neppach.  1878)  ;  mahonia*  (Jungk, 
Detroit,  1879). 

Berberis  aristata ;  B.  asiatica;  B.  lyceum. 
Indian  barberry  bark.  Berberina  (Solly,  1843 ; 
Stewart,  1866). 

feffersonia  diphylla.  Twinleaf.  Rhizome- 
berberina  and    a  white  alkaloid  (Mayer,  1865). 

Berberina,  the  alkaloid  named  from  the  berbe- 
rides,  is  probably  more  widely  distributed  than 
any  other  alkaloid  known.  It  is  found  in  five  bo- 
tanical families,  or  as  Husemann  classifies,  in 
seven  families,  as  follows. 

Of  the  Berberidacece,  in  berberis  vulgaris,  b. 
aquifolium,  the  Indian  species  of  berberis,  and 
feffersonia  diphylla.  Also,  according  to  Huse- 
mann, in  caulophylhim  thalictroides,  or  blue  co- 
hosh. 

Of  the  RanunctdacecE,  in  hydrastis  Canadensis, 
with  two  other  alkaloids;  in  coptis  trifoliata, 
goldthread,  with  another  alkaloid;  in  coptis  teeta, 
India,  8^  per  cent  berberina  ;  and  in  xanthoriza 
apifolia,  or  yellow  root. 

Of  the  Minispermacecs,  in  Columba  root,  coc- 
cuhcs pahnaius,  aXongwxth  columbin  and  colum- 
bic  acid ;  in  minispermum  Canadense,  Canadian 
moonseed  ;  and  in  coscinium  fenestratum,  or  Cey- 
lon columba  wood. 

Of  the  Aiionacea,  ia  co^locline  polycarpa. 

Of  the  RutacecE,  in  xa?ithoxylu7n  clava  Her- 
ctclis,  the  Hercules  club,  of  West  Indies. 

Also,  according  to  Perrins,  in  the  St.  John's  root, 
of  Rio  Grande,  and  the  pachinello  tree,  of  New 
Grenada. 

In  many  instances  berberina  is  accompanied  by 
a  colorless  alkaloid  in  the  same  plant.  In  columba 
root,  the  alkaloid  is  believed  to  be  formed,  along 
with  the  calumbic  acid,  from  colombin,  a  neutral 
body. 


*  Dr.  Jungk  and  New  Preparations  are  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  identification  of  this  alkaloid,  with  ultimate  analysis, 
determination  of  formula  and  analytical  reactions,  as  given  in  the 
last  number  of  this  journal.  Further  report  promised,  with  in- 
vestigation of  physiological  effect,  etc. 
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The  English  chemist,  Perrins,  in  1862,  after  a 
full  report  upon  the  chemistry  of  berberina,  a  re- 
port which  was  the  first  and  is  still  the  fullest  given 
in  Europe,  thus  remarks  upon  the  value  of  this 
alkaloid  {Joiir.  Chem.  Soc,  xv,  436):  "Though 
it  has  long  been  used  as  a  fine  yellow  dye,  more 
especially  for  animal  tissues,  its  chief  claims  to 
usefulness  do  not  reside  in  its  application  to  the 
economic  arts.  *  *  *  'Y\\&  polished  Greeks, 
the  semi-barbarous  nations  of  Hindostan  and 
China,  the  North  American  Indians,  and  the  na- 
tives of  tropical  Africa,  have  been  all  impressed 
with  the  medicinal  value  of  berberina."* 

University  of  Michigan,  Aug.  8,  1879. 


Coto  Bark  in  Diarrhoea. 

By  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit. 

IN  times  like  these,  when  proprietary  remedies, 
some  of  which  benefit  the  patient  therapeuti- 
cally, others  the  manufacturers  and  venders  finan- 
cially, are  extensively  advertised  as  panacece  for  all 
the  ills  of  mortals,  the  conservative  physician  leaves 
with  diffidence  the  time-honored  remedies  of  the 
pharmacopoeia  for  others  whose  actions  and  uses 
have  not  been  officially  recognized  by  the  Solons  of 
the  profession.  It  might  be  inferred  that  a  list  of 
remedies  so  replete  would  comprise  all  that  is 
really  valuable.  Many  valuable  remedies  have 
been  introduced  during  the  last  fifty  years,  and 
there  is  a  strong  probability  that  the  end  is  not  yet. 

Now,  while  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  recognized 
list  of  remedies,  it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that 
"thus  far  shalt  thou  come  and  no  farther."  Such 
a  motto,  being  observed,  would  preclude  investiga- 
tion outside  the  recognized  ruts.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  many  of  our  most  valuable  remedies,  af- 
ter doing  good  service  for  many  years  in  domestic 
practice,  have  been  heralded  to  the  world  as  great 
discoveries,  and  in  due  time  receive  official  sanction. 
There  are,  no  doubt,  many  now  held  in  high 
esteem  by  the  laity,  which  only  require  the  magic 
touch  of  the  bold  experimenter  to  place  them  in 
the  primary  list  of  the  pharmacopoeia.  This  be- 
ing the  case,  no  one  should  be  censured  for  utiliz- 
ing valuable  hints  and  remedies  simply  because 
found  in  obscure  quarters. 

Quite  a  number  of  new  remedies  have  been  in- 
troduced during  the  past  few  years,  and  are  now 
running  the  gauntlet  of  professional  criticism.  One 
of  these,  coto  bark,  has  attracted  much  less  atten- 
tion than  it  deserves.  It  is  obtained  from  Bolivia 
and  other  South  American  states.  Its  therapeu- 
tic qualitfes  have  been  tested  by  quite  a  number  of 
careful  observers,  but  their  published  reports  have 
attracted  comparatively  little  attention. 

Coto  bark  has  a  strong  aromatic  taste,  and  in- 
duces a  peculiar  burning  sensation  on  the  tongue 
and  stomach  which  last  for  considerable  time. 
The  flow  of  saliva  is  more  abundant,  and  possibly 
contributes  its  mite  tovv'ards  relieving  certain  gas- 
tric difficulties  such  as  indigestion — a  prominent 
cause  of  diarrhoea  in  children.  It  is  said  to  induce, 
at  times,  nausea  and  even  emesis.  I  have  given  it 
in  rather  free  doses  without  observing  any  nausea. 
It  has,  however,  always  been  given  highly  diluted 
with  syr.  simp.,  or  other  bland  vehicle.  From  the 
peculiar  sensations  induced  by  the  weakened  pre- 


*  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  hydrochlorate  of  berberina,  beauti- 
ful bright  yellow  salt,  should  have  so  often  gone  under  the  name 
of  /i_)'(^raj^/«,  the  cognomen  of  the  more  abundant  of  the  two 
colorless  alkaloids  in  hydrastis.  In  an  examination  of  "  hydras- 
tin,"  of  commerce,  Mr.  Beach,  in  1875,  working  under  the  ob- 
servation of  the  writer,  found,  in  six  samples,  respectively,  1.7, 
17.4,  6.7,  5.1,  6.8,  and  0.0  per  cent  of  hydrastia  alkaloid;  and 
found,  respectively,  35.1,  21.9,  6.g,  28.0,  36.0  and  100  per  cent  of 
berberina  hydrochlorate. 


parations — the  fluid  extract  and  syrup — nausea  or 
other  gastric  trouble  might  be  expected  from  the 
powder  or  concentrated  preparations.  In  one  case 
a  patient  complained  of  partial  ptosis,  but  as  this 
person  had  been  suffering  from  nervous  prostra- 
tion for  considerable  time,  the  eye  symptoms  might 
have  been  induced  by  some  other  cause. 

Coto  bark  is  highly  recommended  in  cases  of 
diarrhoea,  dysentery,  cholera  morbus  and  cholera. 
It  is  favorably  spoken  of  in  rheumatism,  gastric 
catarrh  and  colic.  I  have  used  it  for  diarrhoea, 
dysentery  and  cholera  morbus  with  gratifying  re- 
sults.    A  few  illustrative  cases  are  subjoined. 

Case  i.  Mrs.  A.,  a  widow,  aged  63,  has  suffered 
from  nervous  prostration  for  several  months.  ,She 
has  raised  a  large  family,  and  has  seen  considerable 
trouble.  She  has  at  times  suffered  severely  from 
palpitation  of  the  heart.  Preparations  of  opium 
render  her  quite  wild,  a  not  unusual  idiosyncrasy. 
This  lady  while  prostrated  by  a  rather  severe  at- 
tack of  palpitation  of  the  heart  which  had  lasted 
about  forty  hours,  was  seized  with  cholera  morbus. 
Knowing  her  idiosyncrasy,  morphine  was  withheld 
and  fluid  extract  of  coto  bark  given.  The  trouble- 
some symptoms  soon  subsided  and  a  good  recov- 
ery resulted.  On  the  following  morning  she  was 
very  weak,  and  complained  of  ptosis,  which  con- 
tinued about  four  hours. 

As  this  is  the  only  case  of  ptosis  I  have  observed 
in  connection  with  the  use  of  the  bark,  and  as  the 
patient  was  a  good  one  to  exhibit  nervous  phenom- 
ena, I  presume  the  medicine  was  not  the  cause. 

About  three  weeks  after  recovery  from  the  above, 
this  same  woman  was  again  attacked  with  cholera 
morbus,  supposed  to  be  from  indiscretion  in  eat- 
ing, as  was  the  case  in  the  first  instance.  The 
same  remedy  was  again  used  with  good,  but  not 
quite  so  prompt  results,  and  no  ptosis. 

Case  2.  Mrs.  B.,  a  woman  of  rather  delicate 
constitution,  had  been  under  treatment  for  nearly  a 
week  for  a  mild  case  of  dysentery.  When  she 
cameunder  my  charge,  I  ordered  fluid  extract  coto 
bark.  In  twenty-four  hours  the  improvement  was 
noticeable,  and  in  three  days  recovery  was  com- 
plete. 

Case  3.  C.  D.,  a  boy  aged  two  years,  had  been 
troubled  with  constipation  of  the  bowels  from 
birth.  His  father  is  healthy,  his  mother,  though 
generally  healthy,  is  of  strumous  diathesis  and  has 
for  a  number  of  years  been  troubled  with  consti- 
pation. Last  winter  the  child  had  tonsilitis  and 
stomatitis.  In  June  last,  after  a  slight  attack  of 
malarial  fever,  this  child  was,  to  the  surprise  of  the 
parents,  troubled  with  diarrhoea.  The  usual  rem- 
edies seemed  to  have  but  little  effect.  The  dis- 
charges were  green,  watery,  offensive  and  frequent. 
Fluid  extract  of  coto  bark  in  syrup  was  ordered 
every  six  hours,  improvement  was  marked  the  next 
day,  and  the  child  has  since  continued  healthy. 

Case  4.  D.  E.,  aged  three  weeks,  has  a  healthy 
father  but  sickly  mother.  The  confinement  of  the 
mother  was  quite  tedious  in  consequence  of  length 
of  time  and  excessive  nervousness.  The  mother 
was  up  on  the  twelfth  day,  but  was  very  weak. 
She  had  stomatitis  and  a  very  poor  appetite. 
Notwithstanding  the  poor  condition  of  the  mother, 
the  child  thrived  for  three  weeks.  It  was  then 
troubled  with  colic  and  diarrhoea,  due  in  all  prob- 
ability to  the  condition  of  the  mother's  milk.  The 
weather  being  hot,  it  was  deemed  rather  hazardous 
to  wean  the  babe.  After  prescribing  several  of  the 
usual  remedies  in  such  cases  without  benefit,  I 
ordered  one-eighth  of  a  drop  of  fluid  extract  of 
coto  bark  in  syrup  every  four  hours.  The  improve- 
ment was  rapid  and  satisfactory. 

This  is  the  youngest  patient  to  whom  I  have 
given  this  medicine.     From  the  results  obtained  I 
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now  feel  much  confidence  when  I  order  our  new 
preparation,  whether  to  young  or  old. 

These  few  cases  are  sufficient  to  illustrate  the 
utility  of  this  bark.  I  have  used  it  in  quite  a  num- 
ber of  other  cases  of  diarrhoea,  and  in  no  instance 
have  results  been  less  favorable  than  was  expected. 

As  intimated  in  the  beginning  of  this  paper,  I  al- 
ways feel  diffident  in  trying  or  recommending  any 
preparation  not  recognized  as  official  by  the  Solons 
of  the  profession.  My  trials  of  this  and  other  new 
preparations  have  convinced  me  that  there  are 
quite  as  good  fish  in  the  sea  as  have  ever  been 
caught. 

Judging  from  the  cases  that  have  occurred  in 
my  practice,  coto  bark  seems  serviceable  in  all 
forms  or  varieties  of  diarrhoea,  but  especially  ca- 
tarrhal and  that  of  summer  complaint  of  children. 
If  future  results  correspond  with  those  already  ob- 
tained, it  will  not  be  long  before  this  valuable  drug 
will  become  a  standard  remedy  with  all  our  prac- 
titioners. I  must  reserve  my  opinion  to  some  ex- 
tent, for  the  remedies  which  seem  specifics,  as  it 
were,  for  cholera  infantum  one  season  prove  com- 
paratively useless  in  another.  Several  years  of 
trial  in  various  localities,  and  by  different  experi- 
menters will  be  requisite  to  establish  the  therapeutic 
properties  of  this  bark, 


Crude  Petroleum  in    Bronchial    Affec- 
tions. 

By  M.  M.  Griffith,  M.  D.,  Bradford,  Pa. 

DR.  M.  Milton,  of  Bradford,  Pa.,  several  months 
ago  called  the  attention  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession to  the  wonderful  efficacy  of  crude  petroleum 
as  a  remedy  in  consumption  and  bronchial  affec- 
tions generally.  I  have  now  prescribed  the  pills 
made  from  the  "  dried  "*  crude  in  about  fifty  cases 
with  the  most  satisfactory  results.  Bronchial  and 
laryngeal  troubles  are  relieved  from  the  beginning 
of  the  first  dose.  In  consumption  it  has  afforded 
more  satisfaction  than  any  other  remedy  that  I 
have  tried ;  in  several  cases  of  what  might  be  termed 
incipient  phthisis  it  has  affected  a  permanent  cure 
to  all  appearances.  The  crude  is  a  popular  domes- 
tic remedy  in  the  oil  country  for  most  of  the 
ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to,  but  more  particularly  for 
coughs,  colds  and  bronchial  troubles  generally. 
The  profession  will  be  slow  to  adopt  so  simple  a 
remedy  as  crude  petroleum  in  consumption ;  but, 
from  the  testimony  now  in  my  possession  from  a 
great  number  of  my  medical  friends  outside  the 
oil  country,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  calling  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  to  it  as  one  of  the  very 
best  means  of  cure  in  any  curable  case  of  phthisis 
pulmonalis.  The  only  difficulty  I  have  found  has 
been  the  difficulty  in  getting  patients  to  use  the 
medicine  in  the  shape  of  pills  and  the  nausea  they 
frequently  produce,  but  by  perseverance  this  is  easily 
overcome.  The  article  which  I  usually  prescribe  is 
found  incrusted  on  the  bottom  of  the  tanks  and 
has  the  consistency  of  putty,  and  is  easily  made 
into  pills  by  incorporating  it  with  any  vegetable 
powder.  The  size  of  the  pills,  three  to  five  grains ; 
one  pill  from  three  to  five  times  per  day.  The 
cough  and  soreness  of  the  lungs  are  speedily  re- 
lieved,   the   night   sweats   diminish   gradually,  the 


*  Dried  is  hardly  the  proper  expression.  I  send  you  by  to- 
day s  mail  a  sample  of  the  crude  that  I  find  at  the  tanks  and  such 
as  I  have  generally  used,  as  it  concretes  or  solidifies  on  the  rods  or 
tubing  of  the  wells.  You  can  substitute  the  term  solidified  or 
whatever  term  you  think  best.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  a  term  that 
properly  expresses  it.  The  mass  I  send  you  can  be  made  into  a 
pilular  mass  by  the  addition  of  any  medicine  thought  beneficial  in 
the  case,  Dover's  powders  or  anything  else.  I  have  sometimes 
used  powdered  soapwort  root  to  further  solidify  it.  Any  other 
vegetable  powder  would  answer. 


appetite  improves  and  flesh  is  increased.  Out  of 
the  fifty  cases  in  which  I  used  it  only  three  derived 
no  particular  benefit.  They  were  cases  that  had 
about  exhausted  the  materia  medica  and  would 
not  persevere.  I  have  kept  notes  of  twenty-five 
well  marked  cases  of  incipient  tuberculous  con- 
sumption of  the  lungs,  nineteen  of  which  I  con- 
sidered cured,  three  of  which  are  now  under  treat- 
ment, the  balance  I  have  lost  sight  of.  I  have  no 
confidence  in  it  in  advanced  or  confirmed  consump- 
tion, where  vomica  have  already  formed. 

I  think  it  acts  by  preventing  inflammation  in  the 
lungs,  thereby  retarding  any  further  destruction  of 
the  lung  tissue.  It  may  act  specifically  on  the  dis- 
ease, but  I  will  leave  this  for  others  to  investigate. 
It  has  acted  in  my  hands  like  many  other  medicines 
that  I  could  not  tell  how,  but  that  it  does  do  it  I 
know.  It  has  proved  beneficial  in  cases  of  asthma. 
It  has  no  effect  on  catarrh  (ozena,  etc.),  as  the  oil 
country  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  it,  and  it  is  very 
frequent. 


Rhus  Aromatica. 

By  J.  T.  McClanahan,  M.  D.,  Boonville,  Mo. 

SINCE  my  last  article,  several  cases  have  been 
treated  with  the  rhus  aromatica,  two  or  three 
of  which  I  desire  to  relate,  not  however  because 
they  present  striking  contrasts  to  those  related 
heretofore,  but  more  particularly  to  confirm  what 
I  have  previously  stated. 

Rudolph  B.  came  under  my  care  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  last  May,  a  sufferer  from  advanced 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  with  all  the  usual  characteris- 
tics of  this  terrible  disease.  Of  the  general  treat- 
ment of  this  case  I  will  say  nothing  and  announce 
in  advance  that  I  do  not  expect  to  effect  a  cure, 
but  simply  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  promptness 
with  which  the  rhus  aromatica  met  the  hemorrhage, 
night  sweats  and  diarrhoea  in  this  extreme  case. 
Previous  to  my  taking  charge  of  the  case,  he  had 
suffered  from  repeated  severe  and  prolonged  hem- 
orrhages from  the  lungs.  When  I  was  called, 
aside  from  other  conditions,  were  prominent  hem- 
orrhage, night  sweats  and  diarrhoea ;  for  these  con- 
ditions I  prescribed  rhus  aromatica,  fifteen  drops 
every  hour.  Next  morning  was  happy  to  find 
hemorrhage  controlled,  and  diarrhoea  improved.  I 
then  ordered  the  dose  lessened  to  five  drops  and 
interval  lengthened  as  necessity  required  ;  in  a  few 
days  diarrhoea  and  night  sweats  were  so  far  con- 
trolled as  to  discontinue  the  rhus ;  no  more  was 
given  until  some  weeks  later  when  hemorrhage 
supervened,  and  the  rhus  aromatica  was  employed. 
The  trouble  was  promptly  met,  and  since  that  time 
my  patient  has  remained  free  from  hemorrhage, 
but  during  the  hot  weather  in  July  he  was  again 
attacked  with  diarrhoea,  probably  from  some  irreg- 
ularity in  diet  and  the  extreme  heat ;  this  time  I  em- 
ployed rhus  aromatica  fifteen  drops  after  each 
stool,  which  had  the  happy  effect  of  controlling  the 
diarrhoea  in  due  season.  I  call  further  attention  to 
the  fact  that  many  cases  of  debilitating  night 
sweats  resulting  from  other  diseases  will  be 
promptly  met  by  ten  to  twenty-drop  doses  of  rhus 
aromatica  at  bed-time. 

Mr.  H.  came  to  my  office  June  14th  and  said  he 
"  wanted  some  of  my  medicine  to  cure  children  of 
wetting  the  bed."  Upon  inquiry,  I  found  that  his 
daughter,  aged  ten,  had  suffered  from  chorea  for 
three  years,  and  that  Dr.  L.  was  treating  her,  not 
however  without  benefit,  except  to  the  enuresis.  I 
told  him  that  with  the  consent  of  his  physician  I 
would  give  him  the  medicine  or  furnish  the  doc- 
tor with  the  same.  He  assured  me  that  he  had 
the  doctor's  consent,  and  I  therefore  gave  him  an 
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ounce  vial  of  strong  tincture  of  my  own  make,  and 
ordered  five  drops  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day, 
and  if  the  case  progressed,  in  due  time  to  discon- 
tinue the  morning  and  noon  dose,  continuing  the 
dose  on  retiring  until  the  cure  w^as  complete.  I 
have  since  furnished  the  doctor  with  a  supply,  and 
he  assures  me  that  this  case  will  make  a  complete 
recovery.  During  the  last  two  months  I  have  treated 
quite  a  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea,  especially  of 
children,  which  I  will  not  report,  but  simply  give 
the  indications  for  the  use  of  the  rhus  aromatica. 
Stools  frequent  and  free,  pulse  soft,  strong  or  fee- 
ble, especially  the  latter,  skin  pale  (with  the  varia- 
tions), bowels  flabby,  loss  of  flesh,  eyes  sunken  and 
a  general  sense  of  lassitude  and  languor,  never 
give  rhus  aromatica  for  the  opposite  conditions, 
more  especially  in  bowel  diseases.  Dose  for  in- 
fants fifteen  to  thirty  drops  added  to  half  glass  of 
water,  teaspoonful  as  often  as  deemed  necessary, 
for  children  three  to  seven  drops,  adults  ten  to 
twenty  drops,  all  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  ex- 
tract. 


Piscidia  Erythrina,  Jamaica  Dogwood. 

By  C.  W.  Hansen,  M.  D. 
{Natui-al  Order  JLeguDiinoss.) 

NAME  from  piscis,   a  fish,  the  bark,  especially 
that  of  the  root,  being  employed  in  poisoning 
fish. 


A  tree,  usually  about  20  feet  in  height ;  leaflets 
three  or  four  paired,  with  an  odd  one,  petionlulated, 
oblong,  or  obovate-elliptic,  rounded  at  base,  entire, 
pubescent  on  both  sides  when  young,  but  subglab- 
rous  when  old  ;  paler  with  minute  white  dots  be- 
neath. Racemes  compound,  axillary  (terminal, 
swartz)  peduncle  three-gonal,  puberulous ;  divi- 
sions about  an  inch  in  length ;  flowers  whitish, 
with  a  purple  tinge,  shortly  pedicelled,  with  a  pair 
of  oblong  scariose  decidulous  bracteas,  about  the 
middle  of  each  pedicel.  Calyx  colored,  very 
minutely  puberulous,  the  two  upper  teeth  coadu- 
ate,  the  three  lower  bluntish  ;  standard  rounded, 
emarginate,  with  a  greenish  tinge  in  the  centre; 
wings  and  keel-colored  at  apex;  stamens  nine  to 
one.  Ovary  linear  compressed ;  stigma  obtuse ; 
stipe  of  the  legume  twice  or  thrice  longer  than  the 
calyx ;  wings  four,  longitudinal,  membranaceus, 
with  the  margin  undulated  and  irregularly  lacer- 
ated. The  leaves  are  shed  early  in  the  year,  and 
previous  to  the  development  of  the  new  foliage 
the  flowers  make  their  appearance. — (See  drawing.) 
The  wood  is  much  esteemed,  being  heavy,  firm, 
and  very  lasting,  not  inferior  in  point  of  durability 
to  English  oak.  The  bark  is  employed  like  the 
Surinam  poison,  to  intoxicate  fish.  For  this  pur- 
pose it  is  thrown,  coarsely  powdered,  into  the  deep, 
still  part  of  some  stream,  when  the  water  soon 
acquires  a  reddish  shade,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
fish  begin  to  rise  to  the  surface,  where  they  float. 
—  James  Macfaden,  M.D.  (Botany  of  Jamaica^ 
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PISCIDIA  ERYTHRINA,  Jamaica  Jjogwood. 


BOTANICAL    DESCRIPTION. 

Coral  arbor  polyphylla  non  spinosa,  fraxini  folio 
siliqua  alis  foliaceis  exst^ntibus  rotae  inolendinariae 
fluviatilis  ancta. — Sloane. 

Ichthyomethia  foUiis  pinnatis  ovatis,  racemis 
terminalibus,  siliquis  quadrialatus. — Browne. 


APPEARANCE  AND  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  BARK. 

I  have  before  me  a  piece  of  the  bark  of  the  root; 
it  is  about  three  inches  wide,  slightly  curved  from 
side  to  side,  and  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in 
thickness.  Color  light  brown,  with  a  slight  green- 
ish tinge.     The  epidermis  is  covered  with  flattened 
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protuberances,  resembling  warts,  of  a  lighter 
color  than  the  surrounding  base.  On  drying,  the 
epidermis  becomes  deciduous,  exposing  the  meso- 
phloeum,  which  is  lighter  colored  and  wrinkled 
longitudinally.  The  inner  portion  consists  of 
tough  fibres,  disposed  in  thin  layers.  When 
broken,  it  emits  the  strong  disagreeable  odor  of 
opium,  or  perhaps  more  closely  that  of  propy- 
lamine. 

THERAPEUTICAL   PROPERTIES   AND    USES. 

The  bark  is  very  restringent.  I  have  made  a  de- 
coction of  this  bark,  which  would  cleanse  and 
stop  the  great  flux  of  ulcers,  and  make  them  fit  to 
heal  and  cure  the  mange  in  dogs. — Barhani,  p.  52. 

Dr.  William  Hamilton,  of  Plymouth,  England,  in 
a  communication  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Jownal, 
speaks  of  this  plant  as  a  powerful  narcotic,  capable 
of  producing  sleep  and  relieving  pain  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner.  He  had  noticed,  when  resident 
in  the  West  Indies,  the  use  of  the  bark  of  the  root 
in  the  taking  of  fish,  upon  which,  even  when  of  a 
large  size  it  exercised  a  very  strong  narcotic  effect. 
He  was  induced  to  try  it  as  an  anodyne  in  tooth- 
ache, and  found  a  saturated  tincture  exceedingly 
efficacious,  not  only  affording  relief  when  taken 
internally,  but  uniformly  curing  the  pain  when  in- 
troduced upon  a  dossil  of  cotton  into  the  carious 
tooth.  The  bark  of  the  root,  to  be  effectual, 
should  be  gathered  during  the  period  of  in- 
florescence in  April.  When  chewed  it  has  an  un- 
pleasant acrimony,  like  that  of  mezereon.  It 
yields  its  virtues  to  alcohol,  but  not  to  water. 
The  formula  employed  by  him  in  preparing  the 
tincture  was  to  macerate  an  ounce  of  the  bark,  in 
coarse  powder,  in  four  fluid  ounces  of  rectified 
spirit,  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  then  to  filter. 
The  dose  is  a  fluid  drachm.  He  first  tried  it  on 
himself,  when  laboring  untler  severe  toothache, 
taking  the  quantity  mentioned  in  cold  water  on 
going  to  bed.  He  first  felt  a  violent  sensation  of 
heat  internally,  which  gradually  extended  to  the 
surface,  and  was  followed  by  profuse  perspiration, 
with  profound  sleep  for  twelve  hours.  On  awak- 
ing he  was  quite  free  from  pain,  and  without  the 
unpleasant  sensations  which  follow  a  dose  of  opium. 

In  Brazil  the  bark  of  piscidia  erythrina,  as  well 
as  that  of  erythrina  corallodendron,  are  extensively 
used  under  the  name  of  mulungu,  or  murungu.  (I 
quote  from  Diccionarie  de  Boiatitca  Brasileira.) 

At  present  no  one  denies  that  the  mulungu  has 
an  established  reputation  as  a  nervous  sedative  ;  it 
is  applied  by  all  the  faculties,  which  proves  that 
its  therapeutical  reputation  is  merited  and  con- 
firmed. With  us  it  is  not  only  applied  externally 
in  lotions,  but  internally  as  well.  Its  action  seems 
to  be  over  the  nerve-centers  ;  it  causes  sleep  with- 
out producing  the  cerebral  hyperasmia,  which  suc- 
ceeds opium  and  the  active  principles  extracted 
therefrom.  The  sleep  is  tranquil  and  refreshing ; 
it  soothes  bronchial  cough,  and  moderates  the 
paroxysm  in  asthma  and  nervous  coughs.  It  has 
also  been  pronounced  an  excellent  remedy  against 
chronic  hepatitis  and  obstructions  of  the  liver. 


California  Laurel. 

By  Dr.  L.  Mann,  California. 

I  HAVE  noticed  with  much  interest  the  great 
favor  with  which  the  medical  profession  have 
received  the  several  remedies  recently  introduced 
from  the  Pacific  slope,  and  have  awaited  with  some 
anxiety  and  expectancy,  to  see  some  mention  of 
the  California  laurel.  The  flora  of  California,  al- 
though not  as  great  in  variety  as  that  of  the  coun- 
try east  of  the  Mississippi,  seem  to  abound  in 
remedies  of  pronounced  and  peculiar  properties. 


I  have  been  studying  the  properties  of  our  indi- 
genous plants  for  some  seven  years,  and  have 
used  the  yerba  santa  successfully,  long  before  Dr. 
Bundy  brought  it  to  the  notice  of  the  profession, 
and  ever  since  I  have  been  pleased  with  the  favor 
with  which  each  new  remedy  has  been  received 
by  our  conservative  professional  brethren  in  the 
east.  In  my  own  experience  I  have  found  no 
drug  which  has  interested  me  so  much  as  that 
which  is  popularly  known  here  as  the  laurel,  or 
pepper  wood  tree.  The  botanical  designation  of 
the  plant  is  unknown  to  me,  although  I  have  made 
some  inquiries  from  my  professional  brethren.  I 
do  not  find  it  mentioned  in  "  Gray's  Botany,"  and 
have  not  at  hand  "  Bolander's  Catalogue  of  Cali- 
fornia Plants,"  in  which  I  have  no  doubt  I  would 
find  assistance  in  determining  it.  However,  I  ^vill 
endeavor  to  describe  the  tree,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  recognized  by  botanists  in  California. 

The  laurel  is  an  evergreen  tree,  with  expanded 
pliant  leaves.  It  varies  greatly  in  size,  growing 
from  a  few  feet  to  sixty  feet  in  height,  according 
to  its  age,  and  is  of  rather  slow  growth.  The 
leaf  is  elliptic-lanceolate  in  shape.  The  flower  is 
of  a  pale  greenish  yellow  color,  and  is  an  umbel 
in  efflorescence,  and  opens  in  autumn,  continuing  in 
bloom  through  the  months  of  January,  February 
and  March.  The  fruit  is  a  nut,  the  outer  rind  of 
which  is  of  a  bright  yellow  color  when  ripe,  wh  ch 
opens  late  in  the  fall.  The  fruit  has  none  of  he 
peculiar  characteristic  odor  or  oil  of  the  lea/es. 
The  leaves  are  so  charged  with  an  essential  oil 
that  they  burn  with  a  bright  flame,  and  a  crackling 
noise,  even  while  green.  The  habitat  of  the  laurel 
is  in  the  vicinity  of  rivers  and  springs,  and  al- 
though it  requires  a  great  deal  of  moisture,  it  is 
not  found  in  swampy  places.  When  seen  on  the 
tops  of  mountains,  as  is  occasionally  the  case,  it 
is  an  almost  sure  indication  of  the  vicinity  of  a 
spring.  The  tree  grows  isolated,  or  in  groups.  I 
have  never  found  a  sufficient  collection  of  them  to 
warrant  the  designation  of  a  forest,  or  grove.  The 
leaves  emit  a  very  peculiar  odor,  which  is  notice- 
able several  yards  from  the  tree.  They  impart  a 
pungent  taste  in  the  mouth,  and  for  that  reason 
the  tree  is  often  called  the  pepper-wood.  This 
odor  is  not  offensive,  but  has  a  peculiar  effect  on 
the  nerves  of  certain  individuals.  I,  for  instance, 
cannot  go  under  a  tree  in  the  open  air  without  ex- 
periencing a  terrible  frontal  headache  ;  but  this  is 
not  the  case  with  every  person,  although  I  believe 
a  great  majority  will  be  affected  by  it.  I  have 
never  noticed  whether  animals  especially  avoid  the 
tree,  but  it  is  a  well-known  fact  in  this  vicinity  that 
a  large  branch  hung  up  in  a  room,  will  banish 
every  fly  and  mosquito,  while  the  leaves  distributed 
in  a  bed  will  induce  fleas  to  look  for  other  quarters. 

The  peculiar,  odor  and  effect  of  the  leaves  upon 
myself  first  attracted  my  attention  to  this  tree  as 
of  value  therapeutically,  and  I  have  since  experi- 
mented somewhat  with  its  use  in  practice.  The 
first  effect  of  inhaling  the  odor  of  the  leaves  is, 
as  I  above  stated,  an  almost  unendurable  frontal 
headache,  and  after  a  period  the  spinal  nerves'are 
painfully  irritated  also.  Its  principal  effect,  how- 
ever, is  upon  the  cerebro-spinal  nervous  system. 
For  several  years  I  have  treated  nervous  headache 
with  the  laurel  quite  successfully  by  instructing  the 
patient  to  inhale  the  odor  from  the  pressed  leaves, 
taking  care  not  to  continue  the  inhalation  beyond 
the  point  of  relief. 

In  May,  1878,  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.'H.,  a 
young  married  lady,  whom  I  found  down  with  an 
attack  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  She  had  been 
attacked  once  before,  at  which  time  she  was  con- 
fined to  her  bed  for  four  weeks.  I  found  her  un- 
dergoing the  characteristic  spasms,  covered  with 
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red  spots,  and  very  low  indeed.  Having  pre- 
viously determined  to  use  the  laurel  when  the  next 
opportunity  offered,  I  now  put  my  determination 
into  effect,  and  ordered  an  embrocation  of  the 
bruised  leaves  to  be  applied  to  the  spine,  while  an 
infusion  should  be  administered  internally.  In 
forty-eight  hours  the  spasms  ceased,  and  in  ten 
days,  with  the  use  of  special  sedatives,  the  fever 
left  her.  As  this  case  was  a  sporadic  one,  I  had 
no  further  opportunity  to  test  it,  but  believe  it  will 
prove  to  be  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of 
this  disease. 

I  have  also  used  it  in  several  cases  of  atonic 
diarrhoea  with  marked  success.  In  bilious  colic 
also,  it  has  given  early  and  permanent  relief. 

In  some  future  article  I  will  give  in  greater  de- 
tail my  experience  with  the  remedy  in  actual  cases, 
but  I  will  state  that  I  have  been  deterred  from  its 
use   for  the  reason  that  I    could    not   produce  a 
satisfactory  preparation  of  the  drug,  which  did  not 
present   either  the   objection   of  not   representing 
the  virtues  of  the  drug,  or  of  being  absolutely  dis- 
agreeable to  the  patient.     I  find  that  the  prepara- 
tion of  these  remedies  is  the  forte  of  the  manufac- 
turing chemist  rather  than  that  of  the  practitioner, 
and  with  a  view  to  obtaining  such  a  preparation  as 
will  enable  me  to  properly  test  the  drug  in   prac- 
tice, I  have  shipped  a  small  quantity  to   Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &   Co.,   of  Detroit,"  who  will  manu- 
facture a  fluid  extract  from  it,  and  at  their  request 
I  have  written  this  hasty  history  of  my  experience. 
The  laurel  has  another  use,  which  may  seem  in- 
congruous when  considered  in  connection  with  its 
powerful  medicinal  action.     It  is,  however,  highly 
prized  by  all  who  have  used  it  as  a  flavor,  or  sea- 
soning for  food.     It  may  be  used  with  roasts,  stews, 
soups,  stuffing  for  game  and  poultry,  sausages,  or 
any  preparation   of    meat  where   a  condiment  is 
necessary.     In  my  opinion  it  is  far  superior  to  any 
of  the  savory  herbs   in  use,  but  great  care  should 
be  used  not  to  exceed  the  proper  quantity  for  the 
purpose,  which  can  only  be  decided  by  experience. 
1  am  accustomed  to  use  five  leaves  for  a  ten-pound 
roast,  and  usually  lay  the  leaves  upon  the  bottom 
of  the  pan  under  the  meat  before  placing  the  pan 
in  the  oven.     They  will  bear  considerable  cooking. 
A  skillful  cook  will  soon  learn  by  experience  how 
much  is  needed  for  the  desired  flavor,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  all  who  taste  it  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  the  most  delicate  seasoning  which  they 
have  found.     In  my  own  family  we  do  not   con- 
sider a  soup  or  roast  complete  without  a  flavor  of 
laurel,  and  should  not  be  surprised  that  if  properly 
introduced  it  will  become  as  popular  and  as  great 
a  necessity  as  tea  and  coffee.     I  hope  that  some 
enterprising   chemist   will   analyze    this  drug,    in 
order  that  we  may  know  definitely  to  what  its  pe- 
culiar properties  are  due,  and  whether  it   is  at  all 
objectionable  as  a  dietary  article.     It  is  certainly  a 
very  contradictory  drug,  producing  in   large  doses 
almost  toxical  effects,  while  in  small  doses  it  be- 
comes a  stimulant  to  the  appetite. 

I  hope  my  professional  brethren  in  the  east  will 
show  the  same  enterprising  desire  of  investigating 
new  remedies  as  they  have  shown  in  the  previous 
introductions  from  the  Golden  wState,  and  will  re- 
port their  experience  in  the  use  of  this  peculiar  drug. 
At  some  early  date  in  the  future  I  will  endeavor  to 
contribute  a  more  attractive  article  upon  the  subject. 


Betonica   Officinalis. — (Wood    Betony.) 

By  F.  Herring,  M.  D.,  Goshen,  Ind. 

IN  looking  over  some  of  the  older  works ^n  ma- 
teria medica  and  therapeutics,  I  found  in  "Cul- 
pepper's British  Herbal,"  published  in  London  by 
Milner  Sowerby  (date  of  publication  not  given),  on 


page  46,  a  lengthy  article  on  the  properties  and 
uses  of  wood  betony,  and  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  remedy  was  extensively  used  in  the  Brit- 
ish practice  many  years  ago. 

After  giving  a  description  of  the  plant,  its  habi- 
tat and  time  of  gathering,  the  author  goes  on 
to  state  that  "  among  other  virtues  said  of  it  that 
it  preserves  the  liver  and  body  from  epidemical 
diseases;  it  helps  those  that  have  weak  stomachs 
or  sour  belching,  or  continual  rising  in  the  stom- 
ach. It  is  useful  in  jaundice,  falling  sickness, 
palsy,  convulsions,  the  gout,  and  those  that  are  in- 
clined to  dropsy.  It  is  useful  for  all  sorts  of  colds 
and  coughs,  wheezing  or  shortness  of  breath,  also 
to  draw  down  and  evacuate  humors. 

"  It  is  useful  for  destroying  worms,  opening  ob- 
structions both  of  the  spleen  and  liver. 

"  It  cures  stitches,  or  pain  in  the  back  or  sides, 
the  torment,  or  griping  pain  in  the  bowels,  and 
the  wind  colic.  It  helps  to  bring  down  women's 
courses,  and  is  of  special  use  for  those  that  are 
troubled  with  falling  of  the  womb,  and  causing  an 
easy  and  speedy  delivery  of  women  in  childbed. 

"  It  helps  also  to  break  and  expel  the  stone 
either  in  the  bladder  or  kidneys.  It  stops  bleed- 
ing at  the  moutli  or  nose,  and  helps  those  that 
evacuate  blood,  also  those  that  are  bursted,  or 
have  a  rupture." 

After  which  the  author  adds  : 
"  These  are  some  of  the  many  virtues  Antonius 
Musa,  an  expert  physician,  for  it  was  not  the  prac- 
tice of   Octavius  Caesar  to  keep  fools   about  him, 
appropriates  to  wood  betony." 

Perhaps  our  modern  writers  on  materia  medica 
would  scarcely  deem  it  advisable  to  ascribe 
so  many  properties  to  a  single  remedy,  as  the 
materia  medica  of  to-day  furnishes  us  with  a 
separate  remedy  for  almost  every  ache  and  pain 
that  flesh  is  heir  to,  but  we  must  consider  that  our 
great-grandfathers  did  not  have  such  a  supply  to 
choose  from,  and  so  were  from  necessity  forced  to 
experiment  more  with  those  within  their  reach, 
and  apply  the  same  remedy  to  various  diseases. 

During  my  experience  with  wood  betony  I  have 
found  it  very  successful  in  many  of  the  diseases 
enumerated  above,  and  since  writing  rny  former 
article,  in  the  May  number  of  New  PREPARA- 
TIONS, various  gentlemen  who  have  been  testing 
it,  have  reported  very  favorably  of  the  results. 

About  a  year  ago  I  was  called  upon  to  treat  Mr. 
M.,  a  young  man  about  17  years  of  age,  who,  at 
the  time  of  my  seeing  him,  had  been  confined  to 
his  bed  for  about  six  weeks,  and  had  been  treated 
by  about  all  the  physicians  in  ihe  neighborhood. 
He  presented  a  very  emaciated  appearance,  his 
skin  having  a  yellow,  jaundiced  color,  tongue 
slightly  coated  with  a  dark  brown,  appetite  very 
pool",  his  stomach  being  so  weak  as  to  allow  him 
to  partake  of  but  very  little  food.  His  urine  was 
of  a  thick,  bloody,  mucous  appearance,  the  amount 
passed  in  twenty-four  hours  averaged  about  one 
half-pint,  accompanied  by  much  pain  during  the 
passage  of  urine. ' 

I  prescribed  fluid  extract  wood  betony,  teaspoon- 
ful  doses,  to  be  taken  in  water  four  times  a  day. 
After  the  second  day  his  urine  began  to  clear  up, 
and  there  was  less  pain  during  micturition  ;  con- 
tinued treatment  for  a  week,  during  which  time 
his  appetite  began  to  increase ;  his  urine  became 
almost  of  a  natural  color  (the  bloody  mucous  mat- 
ter disappearing),  and  the  pain  on  voiding  had  al- 
most entirely  disappeared.  Ordered  good,  nutri- 
tious diet,  consisting  of  beef  tea,  plenty  of  rich 
milk,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  everj'body,  my  pa- 
tient began  to  build  up  slowly  but  surely ;  con- 
tinued treatment  as  before,  with  the  addition  of  a 
1  few  tonics,  and  my  patient  continued  improving, 
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and  to-day  is  enjoying  good  health.  I  have  sev- 
eral other  important  cases  to  report,  which  I  will 
do  some  time  in  the  future. 


Chlor-Anodyne. 

By  W.  Underwood,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

THIS  remedy  is  not  only  elegant,  but  efficient 
in  the  highest  degree.  I  have  used  it  in  sev- 
eral cases  according  to  indications  and  directions, 
with  perfect  success.  A  few  weeks  since  I  was 
called  to  attend  Mrs.  R.,  aet.  35,  who  was  suffering 
from  abdominal  paroxysms,  and  rolling  about  on 
the  floor  in  great  pain.  She  had  'been  in  that  con- 
dition for  several  hours,  and  had  taken  a  few 
doses  of  camphor  on  sugar  without  benefit.  Not 
having  any  chlor-anod.  with  me,  I  administered 
colocynthis,  but  the  alleviation  of  her  distress  was 
only  temporary.  I  was  called  to  her  again  in  the 
night,  and  gave  her  ten  drops  of  chlor-anod.  in 
sweetened  water,  and  notwithstanding  the  "  music 
of  the  babes,"  for  the  room  was  full  of  them,  she 
was  speedily  tranquilized,  fell  asleep,  and  on  look- 
ing out  of  my  door  next  morning,  the  first  person 
I  saw  was  my  patient,  working  vigorously  at  the 
pump  close  by.  From  this  clinic  I  have  learned 
never  to  go  on  a  professional  visit  without  my 
pocket  vial  of  chlor-anod. 

I  was  called  in  haste  to  attend  Mr.  P.,  set.  67, 
and  found  him  in  great  distress,  passing  dysen- 
teric stools  every  few  minutes,  and  learned  that  he 


had  spent  a  sleepless  night.  I  gave  chlor-anod. — 
10  drops — the  effect  was  magical.  He  slept  for 
four  hours,  and  then  had  an  evacuation,  with 
some  more  hemorrhage.  I  prescribed  for  this, 
and  other  indications  ;  the  dysentery  was  controlled, 
and  the  next  day  I  discontinued  my  visits. 

Yet  again,  and  a  bright  trophy  for  chlor-anod.  I 
was  sent  for,  at  night,  to  a  little  boy,  aged  fifteen 
months.  The  afflicted  mother  informed  me  that 
her  child  had  been  purging  constantly  for  more 
than  three  weeks.  It  was  a  clear  case  of  cholera 
infantum.  My  first  remedy  was  verat.  vir.  in  dilu- 
tion. The  next  day  I  gave  chlor-anod. — 4  drops — 
with  marked  benefit.  This,  with  some  other  reme- 
dies, according  to  symptoms,  and  the  disease  has 
been  arrested,  and  the  little  golden-haired  Roy  E. 
is  convalescing.  My  tiny  patient  seemed  so 
charmed  with  the  comforting  drops  that  he 
would  cry  for  them  when  I  took  the  green  vial 
from  my  pocket.  And,  here,  I  would  just  say 
that  I  prefer  dark  green  colored  bottles  to  all 
the  amber-tinted  in  my  cabinet,  and  I  regard  them 
as  more  ornamental  and  decidedly  more  useful  for 
the   physician's  office  than  any  other  color. 

I  am  testing  some  of  the  new  remedies,  and  will 
write  you  results.  Cascara  sagrada  is  proving 
very  serviceable  to  me  in  habitual  constipation.  I 
had  used  it  from  another  pharmacy,  and  hesitated 
to  prescribe  it  after  a  few  trials,  on  account  of 
nausea,  which  it  seemed  to  produce,  but  have  not 
found  the  like  effect  from  your   fiuid  extract. 


Correspondence. 


Necrosis. 

Dr.  G.  S.  Robinson,  of  Providence,  Penn,  asks 
New  Preparations  the  best  treatment  for 
Necrosis. 


Trial  Glasses. 

Through  your  journal.  New  Preparations, 
you  make  a  very  liberal  offer  to  physicians  wishing 
to  dispose  of  property.  I  have  in  my  possession 
a  new  case  of  "  trial  glasses,"  which  I  am  anxious 
to  dispose  of.  The  case  contains  12  prism  glasses, 
50  convex  glasses  and  46  concave  glasses,  framed  ; 
7  colored  glasses,  3  perforated  metals,  i  spectacle 
frame.  I  have  no  use  for  this  case,  therefore  will 
sell  cheap.  If  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  insert 
a  short  notice,  and  have  applicants  address  me  in 
your  care,  I  will  be  obliged  to  you.  The  case  is 
new,  and  can  be  bought  cheap  (for  $30).  Be  kind 
enough  to  attend  to  this  at  your  earliest  conveni- 
ence and  oblige,  yours  very  respectfully. 

Address  J.  C.  S.,  care  Box  641,  Detroit. 


Urethritis — Dropsy. 

Acute  or  chronic  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
lining  of  the  urethra  may  occur  independently  of 
infection  by  gonorrhoeal  virus  or  of  irritating 
uterine  discharges.  The  urethritis,  however,  de- 
mands no  change  in  treatment,  whether  the  causa- 
tion be  idiopathic  or  specific,  the  symptoms  in 
either  case  being  identical,  and  the  pathological 
changes  liable  to  be  set  up  being  the  same  in  each. 

My  plan  of  treatment  consists  of  the  warm  hip 
bath,  or  fomentations,  rest  in  bed,  an  unstimu- 
lating  diet,  a  free  supply  of  demulcent  drinks,  and, 
by  way  of  medication,  a  mixture  of  chlor-anodyne, 
cereus  bonplandii  and  belladonna  ;  and  in  the  case 
of  women,  a  suppository  of  permanganate  of 
potass,  and  belladonna. 

I  recently  had  a  case  of  dropsy  under  treatment, 
in  which  remarkable  effects  followed  the  adminis- 


tration of  fluid  extract  of  hair-cap  moss,  giving  it 
in  drachm  doses  every  two  hours.  The  case  had 
been  considered  hopeless,  but  thanks  to  the  enter- 
prise of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis,  &  Co.,  in  introducing 
new  preparations,  an  article  was  available  whose 
administration  was  followed  by  the  removal  of  19 
lbs.  of  water  in  24  hours. 

Respectfully  yours, 

C.  WIENSMA,  M.  D. 
Centre  City,  Minn. 


Damiana — Cascara  Sagrada. 

Concerning  my  use  of  damiana,  I  have  found  it 
to  be  all  for  which  it  is  recommended.  In  one 
case  of  impotence  of  long  standing,  I  was  aston- 
ished at  the  quick  results.  In  two  others  it  was 
less  quick,  but  none  the  less  sure.  In  a  certain 
class  of  cases  not  easily  reached  by  the  usual  rem- 
edies it  works  like  a  charm. 

In  regard  to  cascara  sagrada,  I  should  not  wish 
to  practice  medicine  in  a  malarial  district  like  ours 
without  it.  Its  power  over  the  secretions  of  the 
liver  as  well  as  the  small  intestines  makes  it  partic- 
ularly adapted  to  those  cases  of  bilious  forms  of 
constipation  so  often  met  in  practice.  The  consti- 
pation of  elderly  people  readily  yields  before  it 
when  followed  by  strychnia.  The  after  effects  in 
no  case  have  been  unpleasant.  I  have  a  high 
esteem  for  the  excellence  of  the  new  remedies. 

A.  W.  ALVORD,  M.  D. 

Clinton,  Mich.,  Sept.  4,  1879. 


Black  Haw. 

Allow  me  a  word  on  the  action  of  black  haw  in 
threatened  miscarriage.  I  have  used  this  remedy 
during  the  last  six  years  without  a  single  failure. 
Until  recently  I  used  an  infusion  of  the  bark  from 
the  green  root,  now  I  use  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fluid  ex- 
tract. Of  late  years  I  have  used  the  black  haw, 
in  combination  with  mitchella  repens  and  senecio 
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aureus,  in  leucorrhoea  during  gestation,  with  the 
best  of  satisfaction.  Here  let  me  call  the  attention 
of  the  profession  to  the  twin  sister  of  the  above 
remedy — I  mean  viburnum  opulus  (high  cranberry) 
in  all  diseases  of  the  female  organs  of  generation. 
I  have  found  it  to  be  one  of  our  best  nervines  and 
antispasmodics,  making  it  highly  beneficial  in  all 
those  troublesome  hysterical  cases  of  leucorrhoea, 
when  the  patient  complains  of  numbness  of  the 
limbs  and  arms  with  a  prickling  sensation  of  the 
flesh.  J.  CLENDENEN,  M.  D. 

La  Salle,  111.,  Aug.  28,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  used  fluid  ext.  cascara  sagrada  in  cases  of 
habitual  constipation  with  excellent  results.  By 
administering  a  mixture  of  cascara  and  syrup, 
equal  parts,  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful,  three  times 
a  day  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  then  gradually 
and  regularly  decreasing  the  dose,  I  have  been  able 
to  establish  a  habit  of  regularity,  and  eventually 
to  effect  a  permanent  cure.  In  no  case  have  I  been 
obliged  to  increase  the  dose  after  the  first  few  days. 

I  have  used  fl.  ext.  jaborandi  in  dropsical  cases 
with  marked  and  satisfactory  results  ;  and  in  the 
first  stage  of  acute  rheumatics  by  getting  the  pa- 
tient thoroughly  under  its  influence.  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  cure  in  from  two  to  three 
days. 

I  am  using  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  sugar-coated  pills  and 
pink  granules,  and  note  particularly  their  elegant 
oval  shape  and  perfect  solubility. 

.  WM.  FAULKNER,  M.  D. 

Erie,  Pa.,  Aug.  19,  1879. 


Rhus     Aromatica— Cascara    Sagrada — Berberis 
Aquifolium. 

In  a  case  of  fifteen  years'  standing  of  inconti- 
nence of  urine,  with  dribbling  of  urine  for  fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes,  after  urinating,  I  had  used  all 
the  remedies  generally  recommended  for  such  dif- 
ficulty, with  but  little  good  effect,  and  as  my  pa- 
tient and  myself  became  nearly  hopeless  as  to  a 
permanent  good  result,  I  finally  sent  for  some  rhus 
aromatica  as  a  last  resort.  I  was  obliged  to  send 
four  times  for  the  medicine  ere  I  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining it.  I  gave  it  in  ten-drop  doses,  increasing 
the  dose  until  the  patient  took  seventeen  drops 
four  times  a  day.  The  medicine  acted  very  kindly 
with  him,  and  now,  as  some  time  has  elapsed  since 
he  has  noticed  any  symptoms,  I  am  inclined  to  view 
it  as  a  cure, 

I  have  used  cascara  sagrada  in  several  cases  of 
constipation  and  dyspepsia,  and  find  it  a  very 
valuable  remedy  for  the  treatment  of  such  disease. 

Berberis  aquifolium  I  find  an  excellent  alterant. 
In  acne,  eczema,  prurigo  and  herpes  zoster,  it  has 
given  me  great  satisfaction. 

I  am  now  using  grindelia  robusta  in  asthma. 
Will  report  at  some  future  time.     Yours,  etc., 

R.  ANDE  BLAIR,  M.  D. 

Waterford,  Pa.,  Aug.  26,  1879. 


Chlor-Anodyne— Goto  Bark. 

My  attention  was  called  a  few  weeks  ago  to  Mrs. 
A ,  aged  31,  who  was  subject  to  daily  head- 
aches which  baffled  the  skill  of  her  family  physi- 
cian. Upon  examination,  I  found  she  was  habit- 
ually constipated  and  troubled  with  dyspepsia. 
When  I  first  saw  her  she  was  suffering  great  pain 
in  the  head;  I  gave  her  at  once  thirty  drops  of 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  chlor-anodyne  with  the  most 
happy  result,  the  pain  being  assuaged  in  a  few 
minutes.     By  this  means  I  gained  her  entire  confi- 


dence, the  relief  being  so  immediate  and  great. 
Subsequently  I  suggested  that  she  take  fluid  ex- 
tract cascara  sagrada,  fluid  extract  berberis  aqui- 
folium, aa  1  '],  syrup,  |  ij.  M.  Sig.  a  teaspoonful 
three  times  a  day.  This  being  faithfully  done  for 
two  weeks,  she  reports  a  very  decided  improve- 
ment and  probable  cure.  The  bowels  are  now 
regular.  The  distressing  headaches  to  which  she 
was  so  long  subject  trouble  her  no  more,  and  her 
general  health  is  consequently  much  improved.  In 
this  connection,  permit  me  to  observe  that  I  know 
of  no  anodyne  so  prompt  and  effectual  as  chlor- 
anodyne  in  cases  like  the  above  or  in  colic  or 
cramps. 

Being  myself  troubled  with  an  obstinate  diar- 
rhoea, I  was  led  to  experiment  with  the  fluid  ex- 
tract coto  bark.  I  found  that  five  drops  on  a  lump 
of  sugar  controlled  the  difficulty  without  any  nau- 
sea or  subsequent  return  of  the  complaint.  From 
what  I  am  able  to  gather  from  the  experience  of 
my  professional  friends  coto  bark  is  proving  to  be 
a  valuable  acquisition  as  a  powerful  aromatic  as- 
tringent. I  offer  these  few  remarks  simply  to  as- 
sist in  throwing  light  upon  the  action  of  the  new 
remedies  now  being  introduced  by  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  and  trust  they  will  be  received  m  the 
same  spirit  in  which  they  are  written. 

A.  H.  STILL,  M.  D. 
New  York,  Sept.  6,  1879. 


Eupatorium  Perfoliatum. 

My  dear  old  friend,  how  are  you  }  Is  there  any 
good  fishing  in  your  vicinity  }  [We  should  say  there 
was.  You  try  your  line  in  the  St.  Clair  Flats, 
only  two  hours'  ride  from  this  city,  and  learn  what 
catching  fish  is  in  reality — Ed.]  I  am  becom- 
ing greatly  run  down  with  the  long  summer 
and  constant  confinement  to  my  office,  and  must 
seek  some  cool  place  for  three  or  four  weeks  to 
recuperate.  As  this  is  the  season  for  rattlesnakes 
to  bite,  it  has  occurred  to  me  to  give  to  the  profes- 
sion, through  your  journal,  some  virtues  of  an  old 
remedy  which  I  do  not  believe  are  generally  known. 
Bear  in  mind,  I  only  recommend  it  for  snake  bites. 
Don't  think  it  remedial  for  "snakes  in  the  boots." 

In  1862,  whilst  medical  director  of  the  Con- 
federate army  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  depart- 
ment, my  attention  was  frequently  called  to  the 
soldiers  being  bitten  by  the  rattlesnake,  and  whilst 
I  do  not  recall  a  death  in  any  instance  from  this 
cause,  I  do  remember  well  the  alarming  symptoms 
and  the  very  unpleasant  effects  of  the  remedies 
generally  used.  Connected  with  the  army  was  a 
brigade  of  Indians,  and  having  always  heard  that 
they  had  a  certain  cure  or  antidote  for  that  poison, 
I  went  in  person  to  General  Waite,  the  Indian 
brigadier,  to  learn,  if  possible,  what  it  was,  and  it 
so  happened  that  during  the  day  spent  at  his  tent, 
one  of  the  Indians  was  bitten  by  a  very  large 
rattlesnake,  and  I  was  at  once  notified,  and  visited 
him,  and  found  several  of  the  Indians  gathering 
the  tops  of  a  plant,  which  they  bruised  with  a 
stone,  and  put  into  a  vessel  of  boiling  water.  In 
a  few  minutes  the  bitten  Indian  having  been  care- 
fully wrapped  in  blankets,  was  made  to  drink  co- 
piously of  the  decoction,  and  a  quantity  of  the 
scalded  leaves  were  bound  around  the  bitten  part. 
The  Indian  all  this  time  on  his  feet  and  walking, 
except  for  the  moment  when  applying  the  leaves, 
or  drinking.  Very  soon  I  noticed  the  profusest 
diaphoresis  and  slight  nausea  increasing  to  vomit- 
ing in  a  short  time.  This  was  kept  up  for  probably 
an  hour  and  a  half,  when  no  further  attention  was 
given  him,  and  before  leaving  their  camp  in  the 
afternoon  the  patient  was  on  duty. 

The  plant  used  I  found  to  be  the  common  bone- 
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set,  or  eupatorium  perfoliatum,  which  is  the  Indian's 
remedy  in  all  such  cases. 

J.  M.  KELLER,  M.  D. 
Hot  Springs,  Ark. 


Craniotomy — Its  Indications. 

Editor  New  Preparations— I  wish  to  ask 
Dr.  W.  H.  Rouse,  through  the  medium  of  your 
valuable  journal,  is  a  physician  ever  justifiable  in 
performing  craniotomy  ?  If  so.  under  what  cir- 
cumstances.'' If  not,  why  not?  I  was  led  to  ask 
these  questions  after  reading  the  doctor's  excellent 
remarks  on  foeticide  and  infanticide.  If  the  doc- 
tor does  not  think  me  impertinent  I  would  like  to 
have  him  answer  these  questions  fully. 

Yours  with  respect,       J.  E.  INGLIS,  M.  D. 

MOREA,  111.,  Sept.  I,  1879. 

[The  above  having  been  submitted  to  Dr. 
Rouse,  he  has  favored  us  with  the  following  reply  : 

The  physician's  mission  is  to  save,  not  destroy 
life.  Craniotomy,  when  the  child  is  not  already 
dead,  must  necessarily  destroy  the  life  of  the  foetus. 
The  accoucheur  who  takes  charge  of  a  woman 
during  parturition  has  the  welfare  and  lives,  even, 
of  the  prospective  mother  and  child  placed  in  his 
care.  He  should  neilher  cause  nor  permit  the 
death  of  either  if  within  his  power  to  prevent. 
When  the  child  is  dead,  and  cannot  be  delivered 
by  the  usual  means — forceps  or  turning — crani- 
otomy is  justifiable.  In  all  other  cases,  though 
sanctioned  by  high  authority,  craniotomy  is  at 
best  a  questionable  operation. 

There  are  many  cases  in  which  the  foetus  can- 
not   be    removed    without   section  of    either  the 


mother  or  the  child.  If  nothing  be  done,  two 
lives  must  be  sacrificed.  If  the  circumstances  be 
such  that  one  life  must  be  lost,  that  life  should 
be  the  one  deemed  the  least  valuable. 

Statistics  show  that  at  least  one  woman  in  five 
dies  in  cases  of  craniotomy.  In  each  of  these  five 
at  least  one  life  is  lost.  That  gives  a  mortality 
of  sixty  per  cent.  These  figures  should  be  duly 
considered  before  this  method  of  delivery  is 
adopted. 

The  only  other  method  left  is  section  of  the 
woman,  which  affords  an  opportunity  to  save  the 
life  of  the  child  as  well  as  of  the  mother.  Three 
methods  have  been  tried  :  separation  of  the  pubic 
bones,  Cassarean  section,  and  gastro-elytrotomy. 
The  first  of  these  is  scarcely  justifiable;  the  sec- 
ond gives  a  mortality  to  the  woman  of  about 
sixty  per  cent — some  give  as  high  as  ninety — with 
a  fair  opportunity  of  saving  most  of  the  children  ; 
the  last,  though  a  comparatively  new  procedure, 
has  given  results  so  favorable,  that  the  time  is  not 
distant  when  it  will  supersede  all  others.  With 
the  advantages  of  antiseptics  and  the  knowledge 
and  experience  derived  from  ovariotomy  opera- 
tions, the  mortality  from  gastro-elytrotomy  will 
become  less,  and  thus  establish  this  as  the  opera- 
tion in  these  serious  cases. 

With  these  statements  the  questions  may  be 
briefly  answered  : 

1.  Yes. 

2.  When  the  foetus  is  dead  and  cannot  be  better 
delivered  by  the  usual  methods — forceps  or  turn- 
ing- 

3.  "  Thou  shalt  not  kill." 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,  Detroit.! 
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Editorial. 


The  Aim  and  Object  of  New  Prepara- 

yVYHE  present  edition  of  New  Preparations 
^%y^  numbers  25,000  copies,  which,  with  the 
e^  exception  of  the  5,000  which  are  mailed  to 
^  the  regular  readers,  are  sent  out  as  speci- 
men copies  with  a  view  to  bringing  in  returns  in 
the  way  of  actual  subscribers.  We  ask  parties 
who  may  receive  a  copy  of  this  issue  to  favor  it 
with  a  close,  candid,  and  even  a  critical,  perusal. 
We  are  desirous,  in  the  furtherance  of  our  object, 
to  have  this  journal  regularly  read  by  the  active 
practitioners  of  medicine  of  this  country,  but  while 
it  is  our  ambition  to  talk  through  this  medium  to  a 
larger  audience  than  any  other  journal  is  favored 
with,  we  do  not  seek  to  gratify  this  ambition  at  the 
expense  of  the  subscriber.  The  publisher  certainly 
does  his  part  thoroughly,  in  that  he  furnishes  a 
greater  amount  of  material,  as  compared  with  the 
subscription  price,  than  is  furnished  by  any  other 
publisher  of  a  journal  devoted  to  either  medicine 
or  any  of  the  collateral  sciences.  Twenty-six 
double  column  pages  of  the  size  of  this  journal 
each  month,  and  set  in  this  style  of  type,  for  one 
dollar  a  year,  is  unprecedently  cheap.  A  perusal 
of  our  object  as  stated  further  on  will  help  the 
reader  to  determine  whether,  as  regards  the  qual- 
ity of  the  material  in  these  pages,  the  journal  mer- 
its his  patronage.  As  an  additional  inducement 
to  subscribers  the  publisher  authorizes  us  to  state 
that  he  will  furnish  NEW  PREPARATIONS,  gratis, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year  to  all  who 
will  remit  their  subscription  for  1880. 

New  Preparations  fills  a  place  in  medical 
journalism  which  previous  to  its  establishment,  had 
no  occupant,  a  place,  moreover,  which,  if  medicine 
is  to  advance  with  the  possibilities  of  its  advance- 
ment, cannot  remain  untenanted.  In  spite  of  the 
great  advances  in  medical  science  as  a  whole, 
which  have  characterized  this  latter  half  of  the 
nineteenth  century  there  has  been  compara- 
tively little  done  in  that  particular  branch  to  which 
all  the  others  are  subsidiary.  The  so-called  "  exact " 
divisions  of  medicine  have  the  same  attractions  for 
the  scientific  mind  that  prove  so  fascinating  to 
the  student  of  what  are  distinctively  known  as  the 
"exact  sciences."  Hence  it  is  that  physiology, 
chemistry,  pathology,  microscopical  anatomy  and 
operative  surgery  have  received  the  almost  exclu- 
sive attention   of  the  more   scientifically  inclined 


members  of  the  profession,  and  those  whose  cir- 
cumstances make  them  independent  of  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  as  a  means  of  support. 

Our  European  brethren,  and  the  Germans  more 
particularly  of  late  years,  have  done  much  towards 
broadening  and  deepening  the  foundations  of  med- 
ical science,  but  their  attention  has  tfeen  given  to 
this  work  to  the  neglect  of  the  superstructure,  the 
true  end  of  all  their  study  and  research.   Thera- 
peutics.    .So  little  attention,  strange  and  paradoxi- 
cal as  it  may  appear,  has  been  given  to  this  practi- 
cal division  of  medicine  that  Sir  William  Hamilton 
but  a  short   time   ago   asked    in   all   seriousness, 
whether  medicine  proper,  that  is  therapeutics,  had 
made  any  advances  since  the  days  of  Hippocrates. 
The  question  is  by  no   means  so  ridiculous   as   it 
might  appear  at  first  glance.     The  American  army 
surgeon  during  the  war  remarked  of  the  patient 
who  died  on  the  table  before  the  amputation  had 
been  completed,  that  he  had  gone  to  heaven  with 
a  stump  that  he  might  be  proud  of,  and  the  Ger- 
man physician  quiets  his  conscience  on  the  death 
of  his  patient  by  the  sage  reflection  that  the  victim 
had  the  benefit  of  a  splendid  diagnosis.     There  are 
fashions  in  medicine  as  in  other  things,  and   the 
fashion  has  not  yet  by  any  means  been  turned  in 
the  direction   of  therapeutics.     All  the  attention 
which  this  branch  has  received  from  the  so-called 
leaders  of  the  fashion,  has  been  but  incidental  and 
desultory,  and  the  great  mistake   of  the  rank  and 
file  has  been  their  subserviency.     As  might  natur- 
ally be  expected  in  the  event  of  a  setting  in  of  a 
current  of  independent  thought  in  these  matters, 
that  current  is  beginning  to  flow  in  this  country, 
and  so  strong  has  it  already  become  that  J.  Mil- 
ner  Fothergill,  whom  we  have  before  quoted   on 
this   point,  recently  remarked   that  the   future  of 
therapeutics  "  lies   in  the  hands,  or  rather  in  the 
heads,  of  the  profession  of  America."     The  Amer- 
ican doctor  is  of  the  same  fibre  as  his  countrymen, 
and  is,  therefore,  of  an  intensely  practical  and  in- 
ventive turn  of  mind.     He  needs  only  to  avail  him- 
self of  so  much  of  the  results  of  his  European  con- 
temporary's research  as  can  be  utilized  in  practice, 
but  at  the  same   time   to   make  a  declaration  of 
independence  from    the  domination  which    Euro- 
pean thinkers  have  to  too  great   a  degree    exer- 
cised over  him.     It  may  be  said  that  we  are  too 
utilitarian  in  our  advice,   and   that  the   theoretical 
must  precede  the  practical.     We  acknowledge  the 
force  of  the   remark,    but   we  doubly  fortify   our 
position  by  such  an  acknowledgment.     The  differ- 
ent branches  of  medicine  are  so  intimately  concat- 
enated that  it  is  impossible  to  attain  proficiency  in 
one  without  possessing  a  knowledge  of  the  rest. 
The  skillful  surgeon  must  be  a  thorough  anatomist ; 
but  a  man  may  be  a  thorough  anatomist  without 
being  a  surgeon.     And  so  it  is  in  therapeutics  ;   a 
knowledge  of  physiology,  anatomy,  chemistry  and 
pathology,  is  necessary  to  therapeutics  ;  but  a  man 
may  possess  all  knowledge  of  the  former,  and  still 
be  practically  ignorant  of  the  latter. 
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The    tendency,    as    well    as  the   necessities   of 
the  times,    is   to    a    division    of    labor.      Hippo- 
crates.  possessed  all   the    knowledge    of  medicine 
extant     in    his    day,     and    Hippocrates     was     a 
man    of  exceptional    ability ;     but    even     though 
the    physician    of    to-day    towered     over  Hippo- 
crates    in     point     of     ability,     as     Hippocrates 
towered   over  his   contemporaries,    he  would   fail 
even  to  possess  himself  of  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  science  as  it  stands  to-day,  in  all  its  divisions, 
to  say  nothing  of  his  being  able  to  give  the  various 
divisions   the  attention   and    study    necessary  to 
achieve  distinction  therein.     Although  many  phy- 
sicians  in  general   practice  are  competent  obstet- 
ricians and   surgeons,  and  though  they  would  not 
hesitate   to   perform  an  iridectomy,    or   remove  a 
cataract,  or  even  to  ligate  the  popliteal  artery,  none 
of  them   rise  higher  than  the   level  whence   their 
knowledge  of   these  operations  proceeds  ;  few,  if 
any,  but  specialists,  who  devote  themselves  in  par- 
ticular directions,  add  anything  to  the    height  of 
the  water-mark.     He,  therefore,  who  would   ad- 
vance therapeutics,  must  give  this  particular  sub- 
ject special  attention,  and  there  is  no  one  better 
fitted,  or  whose  circumstances  better  qualify  him, 
to  devote  this  attention  than  the  American  prac- 
titioner.    Therapeutics   is  his  every-day  business. 
It  is  his  means  of  support,  and.  for  very  obvious  and 
practical  reasons,  all  collateral  knowledge,  must  be 
made  subservient  to  this.     Neither  our  government 
nor  any  of  our  learned  societies,  as  is  the  case  in 
Europe,    offer    any    encouragement    to    scientific 
workers.     The  rewards  of  science  in  this   country 
come  directly  and  solely  from  those  whom  science 
directly  benefits,  and  in  the  case  of  medicine  the 
practitioner's   reward    comes    directly    from    the 
pocket  of  the  patient.     The  general  practitioner, 
therefore,   while  enjoying  the  opportunities,  owes 
it  as  a  duty  to  himself,  as  well  as  to  his  patient,  to 
make  therapeutics  his  specialty. 

But  a  sme  qua  non  of  therapeQtics  is  medicine. 
The  armamentarium  of  the  physician  is  supplied 
from  the  store-houses  of  nature.    Many  requisitions 
have  already  been  made  on  these  store-houses,  but 
he   would    be   a   very   self-sufficient    person    who 
would   maintain  that  they  have  been  even  meas- 
urably  exhausted.      So   far  from   this   being  the 
case,  it  is  more  probable  that  the  profession  of  to- 
day are  in  the  position  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  who 
likened  himself  to  a  child  playing  on  the  sea-shore, 
who  occasionally  picked  up  a  pebble  of  rare  beauty! 
but  who  had  made  no  incursions  on  the  vast  ocean 
of  truth  which  lay  stretched  out  before  it.     There 
is  a  popular  belief  that   nature   has  provided  in 
every  country  remedies  for  the  diseases  indigenous 
to   that   country.     While  we  are  not  prepared  to 
give   this  belief   our  full   indorsement,    there  are 
many  facts  calculated  to  give  it  color,  and  we  are 
forcibly  struck  by  the  following  quotation  from  the 
address  of  the  chairman  on   the  section   of  medi- 
cine at  the  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation last  month  :  "  We  are  forced  to  admit  that 
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diseases    have    come    and  gone,   that   successive 
epochs   have  had   their    characteristic    maladies, 
that  different  regions  of  the  globe  possessed  their 
pathologies  as  well  as    their  floras,  and  that  the 
disorders   of  man   took   form   and  character  and 
color  from  the  changing  climates  and  civilization  in 
the  midst  of  which  he  dwelt,  and  of  which,  in   a 
cosmical   sense,  he    formed   a   constituent   part." 
Would  it  be  unfair,   from   such  a  remark   to   at- 
tribute to  the  learned  author  a  sympathy  with  the 
popular  belief  we  have  referred  to  }     If   it  is  not 
true   that  animals  and  vegetables  which  are  sub- 
jected to  the  same  meteorological  influences  beget 
an   affinity  for  each  other,  there  can  certainly  be 
nothing  in  these  influences  which  should  prejudice 
the  animal  against  the  vegetable ;  or,  to  be  more 
pointed,  the  fact  that  drugs  are  found  in  our  own 
fields   and  forests  furnishes  no  valid   reason  why 
we  should  not  test  the   merits  of  these  drugs  as 
therapeutic  agents.     And  yet  there  are  members 
of  the   profession    who  actually  refuse  this  test, 
and  for  no  better  reason!     The   last   few  years! 
however,  have  wrought  a  marked   change  in  this 
respect.     A  number  of  American  drugs  have  been 
submitted  to   the   crucial    test  of  experience,  and 
the  result  has   been  such  as  to  create  an  interest 
and  stimulate  a  spirit  of  research  in  this  direction 
never    before    known.     American    physicians  are 
beginning  to  realize  the   fact  that  they  owe  it  to 
themselves,  to  those  to  whom  they  minister  in  dis- 
ease, and  to  science,  to   become  as    conversant  as 
they  may  with   the   therapeutic  properties   of   the 
flora  of  their  own  country.     The  extent  to  which 
they  have  already   carried   their  investigations  in 
this  direction  has  rendered  necessary  the  existence 
of  an   organ  through  which  the    results   of  these 
investigations  may  be  given  to  the  profession.     It 
is  the  aim  and  object  of  New  Preparations  to 
be  this  organ.     Different  departments  of  medicine 
find  it  necessary  to  have  journals  conducted  ex- 
clusively in  their  interests,  and  the  division  of  labor 
in  journalism  is  thus  becoming  as  general  as  it  is 
in  the  field  of  actual  practice.     New  Prepara- 
tions is  devoted  exclusively  to  therapeutics,  and 
more  especially  to  the  consideration  of  the  thera- 
peutic properties  of  the  more  recent  additions  to 
the  materia  medica.     Realizing  the  fact  that  clin- 
ical experience  in  the   use  of  a  drug  is  the  only 
reliable  test  of  its  merit,  it  solicits  the  results  of 
the  experience  of  the  practical  men  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  use  of  new   drugs.     In  introducing 
a  new  remedy  for  the  consideration  of  the  profes- 
sion it  has  always  been  careful  to  bring   forward 
nothing  which  a  thorough  previous  trial  has  not 
proven  to  be  possessed  of  sufficient  merit  to  jus- 
tify its  administration  in  the  ailments  for  which  its 
use  is  suggested.     During   the   three  years  of  its 
existence  it  has,  by  a  rigid  conformity  to  this  rule, 
never  recommended  an  article  which  the  subse- 
quent experience  of  the  profession  did  not  justify 
It    in   recommending,  while   many  of  the  articles 
which  have  been  brought  into  general  use  through 
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its  influence  have  become  permanent  and  valu- 
able fixtures  in  the  materia  medica.  So  general 
has  their  use  become  in  this  country  that  they 
have  for  some  time  had  a  place  on  the  price  lists 
of  all  of  the  American  wholesale  dealers,  while  the 
demand  for  them  in  England  has  caused  them  to 
be  quoted  by  the  wholesale  druggists  in  that  coun- 
try. When  the  conservatism  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  England,  and  their  high  standard  of 
professional  requirement,  are  considered,  the  latter 
fact  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  the  remedies. 

New  Preparations  appeals  to  the  profession 
for  support  with  all  the  more  confidence  from  the 
fact  that  its  interests  and  those  of  the  profession 
are  identical.  It  does  not  expect  the  aid  of  that 
self-sufficient  but  very  small  party  in  the  profes- 
sion whose  list  of  remedies  contains  only  iron,  qui- 
nine and  calomel,  and  who  ring  the  changes 
on  these  three.  It  does,  however,  expect  to  re- 
ceive the  countenance  and  support  of  all  those 
who  believe  that  therapeutics  is  a  branch  of  medi- 
cine which  is  capable  of  advancement.  From  all 
such  it  respectfully  solicits  not  only  such  pecu- 
niary support  as  comes  from  the  subscriptions, 
but  also  the  more  valuable  support  which  they 
can  afford  by  contributions  of  the  results  of  their 
experience  of  the  use  of  drugs  in  disease. 


Commercial    Spoliation  —  The  Merrills 
Again  in  Trouble. 

THERE  is  an  old  saw  to  the  effect  that  curses, 
like  chickens,  come  home  to  roost.  A  curse  is 
an  unwarrantable  usurpation  of  a  superhuman 
prerogative,  and  while  one  need  not  necessarily 
gloat  over  an  exhibition  of  its  boomerang-like 
property,  there  is  a  principle  in  natural  justice 
which  justifies  a  grim  satisfaction  in  seeing  the 
biter  bitten. 


The  salient  features  of  the  recent  memorable 
attack  on  an  extensive  firm  of  manufacturing 
chemists  of  this  city,  through  the  medium  of  the 
new  drug,  cascara  sagrada,  will,  doubtless,  readily 
recall  themselves  to  the  minds  of  the  majority  of 
our  readers.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
cloven  foot  of  the  firm  of  Merrill,  Thorp  &  Lloyd, 
of  Cincinnati,  was  pointed  out,  to  the  great  dis- 
comfiture of  that  firm.  It  will  be  remembered 
also,  how  complete  was  the  vindication,  by  the 
overwhelming  voice  of  the  profession  of  the  coun- 
try, as  expressed  through  the  medical  journals, 
from  the  covert  charges  of  fraud  preferred  against 
our  local  house,  and  how  thoroughly  the  merits  of 
cascara  sagrada  were  in  consequence  established. 

Recent  developments,  as  set  forth  in  an  article  on 
AlstoniaConstricta,  in  the  Pharmacist  &^  Chemist, 
published  elsewhere  (p.  237)  in  our  present  num- 
ber, demonstrate  the  force  of  the  saying  that  he 
who  would  maliciously  bespatter  the  fair  name 
of  another  had  better  himself  be  closely  watched. 

Aside  from  their  showing  up  to  the  profession 
of  this  country  the  true  character  of  the  champions 
of  the  "  Specific  Tincture  "  humbug,  we  are  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  this  piece  of  spoliation  in  con- 
nection with  Alstonia  has  been  attempted.  Its 
influence  on  the  introduction  of  the  new  drug 
referred  to,  in  particular,  and  of  new  remedies 
in  general,  with  those  whom 'an  expose  of  the 
chicanery  may  not  happen  to  reach,  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  injurious.  We  are  strongly  in  favor 
of  allowing  enterprise  to  remunerate  itself  within 
reasonable  bounds,  but  when  a  firm  has  the  hardi- 
hood and  the  effrontery  deliberately  to  pursue  a 
course  in  direct  violation  of  "  mercantile,  to  say 
nothing  of  moral  rules  of  action,"  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  the  medical  press,  the  custodian  of  pro- 
fessional interests,  to  hold  it  up  to  merited  con- 
demnation. 


Book  Reviews. 


Hq-w  Infant  Mortality  maybe  Lessened.  Sug- 
gestions by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Wiscon- 
sin, from  the  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  T.  Reese,  Appleby. 

History  of  the  Discovery  of  Anaesthesia. — By 

J.  Marioft  Sims,  M.  D.,  M.  A.,  LL.  D.,  207 
Madison  ave.,  N.  Y.  From  the  author.  Taken 
from   Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  May,  1 877. 

Ophthalmology  in  the  Last  Quarter-Century. — 

An  address  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  by  Henry  D.  Noyes,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology  in  Belle- 
vue  Hospital  Medical  College,  Surgeon  to  the 
New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  Februaiy,  1879. 
Compliments  of  the  author. 

Specimen  Pages  of  a  Treatise  on  Hygiene  and 
Public  Health.— By  A.  H.  Buck,  M.  D.,  and  pub- 
lished by  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York,  27  Great 
Jones  street.  Hygiene  and  Public  Health  is  issued 
in  two  volumes,  royal  8vo  and  illustrated.  As 
Ziemssen's  encyclopedia  has  no  volume  devoted  to 
public  health,  the  publishers  have  had  copies  of 
this  work  bound  to   match   the  varying   style   of 


Ziemssen,  and  are  furnished  at  the  same  rates  per 
volume,  viz.,  $5,  $6  and  $7.50,  according  to  the 
binding. 

Owing  to  the  illness  of  Prof.  Von  Ziemssen,  vol. 
9,  on  skin  diseases,  will  not  be  published  until 
some  time  next  winter,  as  the  professor  has  under- 
taken personally  to  write  the  volume. 

North  Carolina  Board  of  Health,  method  for 
performing  jZ>d?j/-7«<?r/^;«  examinations.  From  the 
Secretary,  Thomas  F.  Wood,  M.  D.,  Wilmington, 
N.  C.  This  is  a  pamphlet  issued  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  giving  directions  for  medico- 
legal post-mortem  examinations  for  the  use  of  their 
county  superintendents,  as  their  law  makes  it  obli- 
gatory for  them  to  perform  this  duty  and  also  to 
make  monthly  returns.  The  directions  are  full 
and  complete,  and  are  based  on  the  German  regu- 
lations of  1877,  by  Dr.  Wood. 

\^ txft  post-mortems  in  Michigan  conducted  after 
the  manner  ordered  in  North  Carolina  witnesses 
and  experts  would  have  no  guess-work  in  giving 
their  opinion,  and  the  courts  and  jury  would  much 
more  readily  understand  the  evidence. 
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Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  at  its  46th  Annual  Meeting, 
1879  ;  Nashville,  Tenn.  Printed  at  the  American 
Book  and  Job  Rooms,  48  Church  street,  1879. 
Compliments  of  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.  D. 

The  above  is  a  neat  volume  or220  pages,  printed 
in  good  style,  and  with  a  complete  index.  The 
transaction  speaks  well  for  our  Tennessee  brethren, 
and  shows  their  State  society  to  be  energetic  and 
interested  in  the  progress  of  medical  science.  We 
notice  our  old  friend.  Dr.  J.  B.  Lindsley  is  still  active 
and  interested  in  his  profession.  Dr.  Thornton,  of 
Memphis,  gives  the  notes  of  143  cases  of  yellow 
fever,  together  with  a  meteorological  table,  and  Dr. 
Hope,  of  Chattanooga,  presents  facts  on  the  intro- 
duction and  dissemination  of  yellow  fever  by  per- 
sons. The  next  annual  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Knoxville  on  the  ist  Tuesday  in  April,  1880. 

American  Health  Primer,  The  Summer  and  its 
Diseases. — By  James  C.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  physician 
to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital  and  to  the  hospital  of 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College  and  lecturer  on 
physical  diagnosis  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
in  Philadelphia.  Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakis- 
ton,  1879.  For  sale  by  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit ; 
price  fifty  cents. 

The  Summer  and  its  Diseases  is  No.  3  of  K^^en's 
health  primers,  and  treats  of,  ist,  the  summer;  2d, 
sun  stroke  and  heat  fever ;  3d,  summer  diarrhoea 
and  dysentery;  4th,  cholera  infantum;  5th,  suin- 
mer  and  autumnal  fevers;  6th,  summer  colds  and 
hay  fever;  7th,  the  skin  in  summer  and  its  diseases. 
"  An  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure," 
is  an  old  adage,  but  a  true. one.  The  little  book 
before  us  \\'6S  prevention  for  its  primary  object  and 
hence  is  of  great  value,  especially  for  the  heads  of 
families  for  whose  information  it  is  especially  writ- 
ten. Every  chapter  is  full  of  sound  advice,  and  if 
any  one  is  of  more  service  than  another,  it  is  the 
one  on  summer  colds  and  hay  asthma.  The  re- 
commendations therein  given  are  based  on  sound 
knowledge,  and  had  the  author  been  acquainted 
with  the  northern  peninsula  of  Michigan,  he  would 
have  included  it  as  one  of  the  resorts  for  victims 
of  hay  asthma. 

Memoranda  on  Poisons. — By  Thomas  Hawks 
Tanner,  M.  D.,  F.  L.  S.  Fourth  American,  from 
the  last  London  enlarged  and  revised  edition. 
Philadelphia,  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1879.  For 
sale  at  Detroit  by  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.;  price  75 
cents. 

These  memoranda  are  especially  adapted  to 
show  at  a  glance  the  treatment  to  be  adopted  in 
each  particular  instance  of  poisoning  to  which  a 
medical  man  is  liable  to  be  summoned.  The  work 
before  us  treats  in  a  general  manner  of  toxicology, 
to  which  six  chapters  are  devoted.  Four  chapters 
are  given  to  corrosive  poisons,  four  to  simple 
irritant  poisons,  ten  to  specific  irritant  poison,  ten 
to  neurotic  poisons  with  an  appendix  on  bites  and 
slings — the  composition  of  important  pharmaco- 
poeial  preparations,  to  which  a  copious  index  is 
added.  As  the  whole  book  is  given  to  purely 
practical  matter,  and  concisely  written,  it  is  of 
more  than  ordinary  value  to  the  busy  practitioner, 
and  should  be  in  the  possession  of  every  one, 
especially  those  who  do  not  have  the  convenient 
consulting  physician  at  his  hand.  Tanner's  works 
are  all  good  authority. 

Hovy  to  Use  the  Microscope.— Practical  Hints 
on  the  Selection  and  Use  of  the  Microscope, 
intended  for  beginners.— By  John  Phin,  editor  of 
the  American  Journal  of  Microscopy.  Second 
edition,  fully  illustrated  and  greatly  enlarged.  New 
York:  The  Industrial  Publication  Company,  176 
Broadway.     Price  75  cents. 


This  book  is  a  i2mo  volume,  and  is  intended 
for  beginners  in  the  use  and  study  of  the  micro- 
scope. The  author  describes  the  instrument, 
gives  the  distinction  between  simple  and  com- 
pound microscopes,  explains  objectives  and  gives 
the  rules  for  testing  them  ;  teaches  how  to  select 
a  microscope  for  practical  purposes  ;  gives  the  ac- 
cessory apparatus ;  explains  illumination  and  how 
to  apply  it ;  the  collection,  preparation  and  exami- 
nation of  objects;  the  apparatus  for  mounting 
them  ;  cements  and  varnishes,  and  finishing  the 
slides. 

As  the  microscope  has  become  an  instrument 
of  so  much  value  not  only  in  the  sciences,  but 
also  in  the  arts,  and  as  every  one  who  needs  its 
use  cannot  have  a  teacher  to  instruct  him,  this 
little  book  will  fill  the  place  in  a  great  measure. 
It  is  well  illustrated,  the  cuts  being  fully  explained 
by  the  text.  We  commend  it  to  all  those  who  are 
beginners  in  the  art  of  microscopy. 

Laboratory  Teaching,  or  Progressive  Exer- 
cises in  Practical  Chemistry. — By  Charles  Lon- 
don Bloxam,  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  King's 
College,  London,  England.  In  the  Department  of 
Artillery  Studies,  Woolwich,  and  in  the  Royal 
Academy,  Woolwich.  4th  edition,  with  89  illustra- 
tions. 

Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1879.  For 
sale  in  Detroit  by  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.     Price  $1.75. 

This  work  is  intended  for  use  in  the  chemical 
laboratory  by  those  who  are  commencing  the 
study  of  practical  chemistry.  It  takes  for  granted 
that  the  student  is  "  unacquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject," and  hence  does  not  enter  upon  any  theoreti- 
cal speculations.  It  dispenses  with  all  costly 
apparatus  and  chemicals,  and  places  the  subject 
in  its  simple  and  most  attractive  form.  An  expe- 
rience of  twenty-three  years  has  led  the  author  to 
devise  this  system,  and  upon  a  close  examination 
of  the  work  we  believe  it  is  a  success. 

The  book  makes  no  pretension  to  the  realms  of 
higher  chemistry,  but  so  far  as  it  confines  itself  it 
teaches  more  practical  chemistry  than  often  be- 
falls the  lot  of  ordinary  men  to  have  time  to 
learn.  An  alphabetical  list  of  the  principal  tests 
or  reagents  is  given,  also  a  full  index.  A  special 
feature  of  the  work  is  the  illustrations.  They  are 
clean  and  new,  and  with  the  excellent  quality  of 
the  paper  and  type  have  a  bewitching  influence 
on  the  eye,  and  lend  to  it  a  special  attraction.  It 
is  a  valuable  work  to  all  those  who  have  a  taste 
for  chemistry  and  desire  a  practical  guide  for  its 
study. 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics— Vegetable 
Kingdom.— By  Charles  D.  F.  Phillips,  M.  D., 
F.  R.  C.  S.  E.,  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica,  West- 
minster Hospital,  London.  Edited  and  adapted  to 
the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia  by  Henry  G.  Piffard, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Dermatology,  Univer- 
sity of  the  city  of  New  York,  Surgeon  to  Charity 
Hospital,  etc.  New  York :  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
27  Great  Jones  street.     1879. 

This  work  comprises  No.  8  of  Wood's  Medical 
Library  of  Standard  Authors,  and  fully  maintains 
the  reputation  of  the  publishers  in  their  initial 
promise  to  their  subscribers.  In  fact,  we  are  dis- 
appointed ;  the  promise  is  more  than  filled,  and 
Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  should  have  the  support  of  the 
younger  meinbers  of  the  profession  in  furnishing 
so  much  practical  material  for  their  libraries  at 
so  cheap  a  rate,  viz.:  $12  for  twelve  volumes.  The 
author  informs  his  readers  that  "  his  work  makes 
no  pretension  to  bring  forward  a  large  mass  of 
original  research  respecting  abstract  questions, 
although  he  believes  it  will  be  found  to  contain  a 
considerable   number  of  practical  reftiarks  on  the 
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use  of  drugs  which  are  the  genuine  result  of  his 
own  observations."  The  American  author  has  so 
rewritten  the  vvorl<  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the 
officinal  preparations  of  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  has  also  added  the  dose  in  conformity  with 
the  metric  system — a  labor  we  think  he  could  have 
as  well  dispensed  with,  for  reasons  pertinent  to 
the  system  itself.  We  commend  the  work  as  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  series  of  Wood's  Library 
of  Standard  Authors. 

The  design  of  the  author  is  to  follow  this  vol- 
ume by  "  The  Consideration  of  Drugs  of  Inor- 
ganic Action,"  and  which  we  learn  is  nearly  ready 
for  the  press,  thus  making  a  complete  work  on  the 
subject.  The  index  of  medicines  is  full,  and  is 
followed  by  one  of  diseases  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plicable. 

Essays  on  Surgical  Anatomy  and  Surgery. — 

First,  an  essay  upon  the  Surgical  Anatomy  and 
History  of  the  Common  External  and  Internal 
Carotid  Arteries.  Awarded  the  first  prize  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  June,  1878. 

Second.  An  essay  upon  the  Surgical  Anatomy 
and  History  of  the  Innominate  and  Subclavian 
Arteries  Awarded  the  second  prize  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association,  June,  1878. 

Third.  An  essay  upon  the  Surgical  Anatomy 
of  the  Tibio-Tarsal  Region.  Awarded  the  (James 
R.  Wood)  annual  prize  of  the  Alumni  Association 
of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College.     1876. 

Fourth.  An  essay  upon  the  Surgical  Anatomy 
of  the  Obturator  Artery  and  Notes  upon  the  Sur- 
gical Anatomy  of  the  Hip-Joint.  By  John  A. 
Wyeth,  M.  D.  (University  of  Louisville),  Member 
of  the  New  York  County  Medical  Society,  New 
York  Pathological  Society,  Honorary  Member  of 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas,  etc.  New  York  :  Wm.  Wood  & 
Co.,  publishers,  27  Great  Jones  street.     1879. 

The  two  first  of  these  essays  were  published  in 
the  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation for  1878,  and  have  been  before  the  medi- 
cal public  for  over  a  year.  That  they  received  the 
prizes  of  the  Association  is  sufficient  to  rank  them 
of  the  first  order  of  merit.  The  other  two  essays 
are  short,  but  at  the  same  time  valuable  to  the 
surgeon. 

The  dissections  embodied  in  the  essays  were 
made  in  every  instance  by  the  author,  and  the  de- 
ductions from   them  are  positive. 

The  author  having  received  the  assent  of  the 
Committee  of  Publication  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  to  publish  the  essays,  the  Messrs. 
Wood  &  Co.  have  presented  them  in  a  neat  vol- 
ume of  262  pages,  and  thus  placed  them  within 
the  reach  of  all  that  part  of  the  profession  who 
do  not  receive  the  transactions  of  the  American 
Medical  Association. 

To  the  surgeon  the  book  is  invaluable,  and  fills 
a  space  to  the  present  time  empty  in  our  surgical 
literature. 

Clinical  Medicine ;  A  Systematic  Treatise  on 
the    Diagnosis   and    Treatment    of   Diseases. — 

Designed  for  the  use  of  Students  and  Practition- 
ers of  Medicine.  By  Austin  Flint,  M.  D.,  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine 
and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  etc.  Philadelphia:  Henry  C. 
Lea.     1879. 

This  is  a  new  work,  by  the  author  of  "  The 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,"  and  is  de- 
signed more  particularly  for  the  use  of  students. 
It  is  devoted  more  particularly  to  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  disease.  The  book  is  intended 
to  be  entirely  practical,  and  to  avoid  the  discus- 
sion of  questions  relating   to  physiology  and  eti- 


ology. "  In  the  arrangement  of  the  work  dis- 
eases are  classed  according  to  the  system  of  or- 
gans primarily  affected,  and  affections  closely 
related  are  grouped  together  so  as  to  elucidate 
their  differentiation,  and  the  appropriate  treatment 
is  pointed  out  for  each."  No  author  in  this  coun- 
try is  better  known  than  Austin  Flint,  and  his 
vast  experience  and  observation  render  valuable 
any  work  he  places  before  his  countrymen.  His 
writings  are  purely  American,  and  are  applicable 
to  Our  whole  country.  For  the  past  year  yellow 
fever  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  profession 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  more 
than  ordinary  solicitude,  but  as  we  turn  to  the 
subject  in  this  book,  we  must  confess  to  a  disap- 
pointment that  the  distinguished  author  has  passed 
it  by  at  so  cheap  a  rate,  especially  as  there  seems 
to  exist  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  disease  called  yellow  fever,  now  devastating  our 
southern  cities.  There  is  no  one  man  more  capa- 
ble of  elucidating  the  subject  than  our  author. 
With  this  exception,  the  work  is  concise  and  prac- 
tical, and  should  be  studied  by  every  American 
student,  and  be  a  part  of  the  library  of  every  prac- 
titioner of  medicine. 

It  is  presented  to  the  reader  in  the  usual  neat 
style  of  the  publisher. 

Conspectus  of  Organic  Materia  Medica,  and 
Pharmacal  Botany,  comprising  the  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Drugs;  their  physical  characters,  geo- 
graphical origin,  classification,  doses,  adulterations, 
etc.;  table  of  tests  and  solubilities  of  the  alka- 
loids appended.  By  ^.  E.  Sayre,  P.  H.  G.  Phila- 
delphia :  D.  G.  Brinton,  M.  D.,  115  South  Seventh 
street.  1879.  i  vol.,  8vo.,  pp.  220,  with  folding 
tables.  Price  in  cloth  by  mail,  post-paid,  $2.  Upon 
opening  the  work  the  eye  is  attracted  by  a  chart  of 
botanical  materia  medica,  occupying  18  pages, 
wherein  is  given  the  natural  order,  the  officinal 
name,  the  botanical  name,  the  common  name,  the 
habitat,  the  part  used,  the  constituents,  the  medi- 
cal properties,  the  doses,  and  officinal  preparations  ; 
next  we  have  the  geographical  grouping  of  drugs, 
the  botany,  the  natural  orders  of  drugs,  their  char- 
acteristics, constituents,  etc.  Two  tables  complete 
the  work,  one  of  the  alkaloids,  and  one  of  antidotes 
and  incompatibles. 

The  chart  itself  is  of  great  value  to  the  student, 
and  indeed  the  whole  book  is  full  of  instructive 
reading,  and  gives  evidence  of  close  research  by 
the  author.  The  book  is  not  an  exhaustive  treatise 
on  materia  medica,  but  is  intended  to  give  the 
salient  points  of  drugs  proper  as  to  make  them  if 
possible,  attractive  and  instructive  to  the  reader. 
To  the  student  of  pharmacy  and  medicine  it  is  in- 
valuable. We  commend  it  with  the  greatest  of 
pleasure. 

Differential  Diagnosis.  A  Manual  of  the  Com- 
parative Semiology  of  the  more  important  Dis- 
eases. By  F.  De  Havilland  Hall,  M.  D.,  Assist- 
ant Physician  to  the  Westminster  Hospital,  Lon- 
don. American  edition,  with  extensive  additions. 
Philadelphia:  D.  G.  Brinton,  115  South  Seventh 
street.  1879.  i  vol.,  8vo,  pp.  205.  Printed  on 
handsome  tinted  paper,  bound  in  English  pebbled 
cloth,  with  beveled  boards.     Price  $2. 

This  work  is  based  on  the  tabular  method,  and 
has  been  extended  to  the  more  frequent  and  im- 
portant diseases,  as  follows:  Part  ist,  General  dis- 
eases. Chapter  ist  discusses  fevers ;  2d,  Diseases 
of  the  blood.  Part  2d,  Local  diseases.  Chapter  ist. 
Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  ;  2d,  Diseases  of 
the  respiratory  system  ;  3d.  Diseases  of  the  circula- 
tory system  ;  4th.  Diseases  of  the  digestive  sys- 
tem ;  5th,  Diseases  of  the  urinary  system. 

To  the  modern  student  of  medicine   this  work 
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bears  a  simlar  relation  to  that  borne  by  Williams's 
"  Principles  of  Medicine  "  years  ago ;  but  like  every- 
thing else,  medical  teaching  has  changed,  and  so 
have  medical  writers  ;  but  not  always  for  the  better. 
Dr.  Hall  has,  however,  done  a  service  in  presenting 
the  work  before  us.  It  is  a  multum  in  parvo.  It 
teaches  how  lo  make  a  diagnosis.  To  detect  a 
specific  disease,  is  one  of  the  highest  accomplish- 
ments in  a  medical  man  ;  it  is  a  power  outside  of 
books,  and  he  who  can  make  a  correct  diagnosis 
is  far  ahead  of  him  who  can  only  treat  it  when  he 
knows  "what's  the  matter."  F.  De  Havilland 
Hall  teaches  how  one  disease  can  be  detected  from 
another  of  similar  symptoms,  and  herein  lies  its 
value.  The  work  has  received  the  cordial  indorse- 
ment of  the  English  medical  press,  and  we  cor- 
dially recommend  it  to  the  American  student. 
Every  young  physician's  library  should  have  a 
copy,  for  the  work  is  written  more  especially  for 
his  benefit.  We  advise  him,  and  even  his  elders, 
to  procure  it. 

Potts'  Disease  ;  its  Pathologies  and  Mechan- 
ical Treatment,  with  Remarks  on  Rotary  Lat- 
eral Curvature.  By  Newton  M.  Shaffer,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  New  York  Orthopoedic 
Dispensary  ;  Orthopoedic  Surgeon  to  St.  Luke's 
Hospital,  New  York.  New  York;  G.T.  Putnam's 
Sons,  182  Fifth  avenue.  1879.  Can  be  had  through 
E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit,  or  of  the  publishers. 

The  author  discusses  Potts'  disease  under  two 
general  heads,  viz.  :  its  Pathology  and  its  Treat- 
ment. As  are  the  views  held  by  the  surgeon  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  disease  and  its  pathological  con- 
dition, so  will  he  be  inducted  into  the  treatment. 
Some  surgeons  hold  that  the  disease  is  of  trau- 
matic origin,  and  hence  the  treatment  should  be 
purely  mechanical ;  others  that  it  is  a  constitu- 
tional disease,  and  hence  the  treatment  conforms 
to  this  view.  To  quote  from  the  author:  "I 
differ  from  the  gentlemen  who  make  the  assertion 
that  Potts'  disease  is  traumatic  in  its  origin,  and 
hence  quite  easily  cured,  and  1  do  not  deem  it 
necessary'  in  this  connection  to  apologize  for  the 
statement  that  my  conclusions  are  founded  upon 
an  experience  which  is  based  upon  an  aggregate 
of  many  thousand  cases  of  joint,  of  Potts'  disease, 
and  spinal  disease ;  the  histories  of  over  four 
thousand  of  which  were  either  recorded  by  my- 
self or  taken  under  my  personal  instruction." 

The  author  discusses  the  comparative  merits  of 
the  plaster  socket  of  Sayre  and  the  antero-pos- 
terior  support.  He  disapproves  the  former,  and 
adopts  the  latter.  He  is  in  favor  of  a  modifica- 
tion of  Taylor's  apparatus,  and  recognizes  the 
necessity  of  rest  to  the  parts  implicated.  Direc- 
tions are  given  how  to  apply  this  splint  to  the 
different  regions  affected,  and  the  work  closes 
with  the  history  of  a  number  of  cases  in  support 
of  his  views. 

The  book  should  be  read  from  beginning  to 
end,  as  no  brief  abstract  can  do  it  justice.  In 
view  of  the  interest  in  the  subject  we  recommend 
the  book  to  the  profession  as  a  valuable  addition 
to  the  true  elucidation. 

Lessons  in  Gynecology. — By  William  Goodell, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Physician  in  Charge  of  the  Preston 
Retreat,  Professor  of  Clinical  Gynecology  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Fellow  of  the  Ameri- 
can Gynecological  Society,  etc.    Philadelphia,  Pa.: 

D.  G.  Brinton,  M.  D.,  115  South  Seventh  street. 
1879.  Pages  380,  with  80  illustrations.  Price, 
cloth,  $3  ;  leather,  $3.50.    Can  be  obtained  through 

E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

The  work  is  dedicated  to  S.  Weir  Mitchell, 
M.  D.,  as  a  token  of  friendship  and  esteem.  The 
author  informs  the  reader  in  his  preface  "  that  the 


book  is  not  a  treatise  upon  the  diseases  of  women, 
but  mainly  the  outcome  of  clinical  and  of  didactic 
lectures,  delivered  to  the  advanced  students  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania." 

The  work  is  divided  into  twenty-nine  lessons. 
The  first  is  devoted  to  gynecological   instruments. 

2.  Caruncle  and  other  affections  of  the  female 
urethra. 

3.  Vesical  disorders  of  women. 

4.  Fistulffi  of  the  female  genital  organs. 

5.  Closure  of  the  vulva  for  incurable  vesico-vagi- 
nal  fistula — tumor  of  the  vulva. 

6.  On  the  causes,  the  prevention  and  the  cure  of 
lacerations  of  the  female  perineum. 

7.  Secondary  operation. 

8.  Local  and  constitutional  treatments  for  chronic 
metritis  and  endometritis. 

9.  Retroversion  and  retroflexions   of  the  womb. 

10.  Anteversions  and  anteflexions  of  the  womb. 

11.  Dilatation  of  the  cervical  canal. 

12  and  13.  On  the  use  of  pessaries  and  abdom- 
inal supporters. 

14  and  15.  Prolapse  of  the  womb,  etc. 

16.  Lacerations  of  the  cervix  uteri. 

17.  Cancer  of  the  womb. 

18.  Vegetation  of  the  endometrium. 

19.  Polypus  of  the  womb. 

20  and  21.  Fibroid  tumors  of  the  womb  and  their 
treatment. 

22.  Spaying  for  fibroid  tumors  of  the  womb  and 
other  disorders  of  menstrual  life. 

23.  Ovarian  cyst. 

24.  Ovariotomy  by  abdominal  section. 

25.  Vaginal  ovariotomy. 

26.  Nerve-tire  and  womb-ills,  or  the  relation  of 
neurasthema  to  diseases  of  the  womb. 

27.  Some  practical  hints  for  the  prevention  of 
uterine  disorders. 

28.  The  relation  which  faulty  closet  accommoda- 
tions bear  to  the  diseases  of  women. 

29.  The  sexual  relations  as  causes  of  uterine  dis- 
orders. 

We  have  given  the  contents  in  full  in  order  that 
our  readers  may  learn  the  scope  of  the  work,  ab- 
stracts taken  at  random  would  give  but  little  more 
information  to  our  readers.  It  should  be  studied 
as  a  whole,  for  although  we  could  take  exceptions 
to  some  of  its  teachings,  nevertheless,  there  is  so 
much  of  good  that  we  forbear  criticism.  To  close 
we  quote  from  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 
of  Philadelphia : 

"  Dr.  Goodell's  book  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
ever  given  to  the  profession.  It  is  a  book  that  a 
doctor  can  not  help  reading ;  and  reading  can  not 
help  understanding;  and  understanding  can  not 
help  obtaining  much  knowledge  of  constant  utility 
in  his  professional  duties." 

The  physician  who  understands  Goodell's  les- 
sons will  not  stand  much  in  need  of  the  profes- 
sional gynecologist,  and  we  sincerely  commend  it  to 
his  attention.  Like  the  tg^,  it  is  full  of  meat, 
even  to  the  end. 

G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  182  Fifth  Avenue,  announce 
that  they  will  issue  in  October  a  Dictionary  of  the 
German  terms  used  in  Medicine,  by  Dr.  G.  R. 
Cutler,  Surgeon  of  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear 
Hospital,  i6mo,  cloth. 

Also  Medical  Students'  Aid  Series,  comprising 
vols  on  Anatomy,  Botany  (Medical),  Chemistry 
(Medical),  Therapeutics  and  Toxicology;  i6mo; 
paper,  25  cents;  cloth,  50  cents  ;  Outlines  of  Medi- 
cine, i6mo,  60  cents. 

In  November,  a  Manual  of  the  Practice  of  Sur- 
gery, by  W.  Fairlie  Clark,  8vo.  illustrated  with 
200  engravings. 
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Pamphlets  Received. 

ular  session  of  1879-80,  begins  Wednesday,  Oct. 
1st.     College  building   corner  4th   ave.  and   23d 
street ;  John  G.  Carter,  M.  D.,  Secretary,  to  whom 
letters  should  be  addressed  for  information. 

Foreign. 

The  American  Journal  of  Electrology  and  Neu- 
rology.—By    John  Butler,  M.  D.,   102  East  22d 
street,  New  York  city.     Vol.  i.  No.  i.     Published 
quarterly.   Subscription,  $2.00  per  annum.    Boericke 
&  Tafel,  145  Grand  street,  publishers. 

The  editor  informs  us  that   the  journal  is  not 
published  in  the  interest  of  any  individual,  clique, 
school   or  party,  nor  is  it  the  mouthpiece  of  any 
society,  but  has  been  issued  purely  in  the  cause  of 
science.     We  wish  our  brother  success  in  his  new 
undertaking. 

Report  of  the  Resident  Medical  Superintendent 
of  the  Richmond  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Dublin, 
for  the  year  1876. 

British  Medical  Association,  held  at  Cork,  Aug., 
1879. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Reform  Committee. 

College  Announcements. 

Report  of  the  Out-pa,tient  Reform  Committee. 
Report  of  the  Parliament  Bills  Committee. 

College   of    Physicians    and    Surgeons, 
New    York.     Medical    department    of    Columbia 
College.    Seventy-second  annual  catalogue.    Reg- 

Report of  the  Habitual  Drunkards  Committee. 

Draft  Report,  showing  the  total  number  of  mem- 
bers on  the  register  to  be  7,810,  and  the  balance  on 
hand  to  be  over  $30,000. 

Proceedings  of  Societies. 


Proceedings    of  the   Wayne   County 
Medical  Society. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  Jan.  9,  1879. 

Dr.  Gustin,  having  returned  from  a  visit  to  the 
South,  read  a  paper  on  Florida,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  rather  full  extract  : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Wayne  County 
Medical  Society : 

To-night  I  present,  at  your  request,  a  few  simple 
remarks  on  Florida,  suggested  by  my  late  visit 
there.  The  subject  itself  is  one  that  we,  as  medi- 
cal men,  ought  to  study  and  understand  to  be  of 
practical  use  to  some  of  our  patients  who  are  in- 
clined to  leave  their  homes  for  the  benefit  of  their 
health;  so  that  we,  as  their  medical  advisers, 
might  be  able  to  advise  intelligently  whether  they 
ought  to  go  west,  to  the  higher  latitudes,  to  the 
rarer  atmosphere  of  the  mountain,  or  to  the  moist 
and  milder  climates  of  the  South. 

Florida  as  described  by  the  late  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral Lawson  is  "  Washed  on  the  east  side  by  the 
Atlantic,  and  on  the  west  and  southwest  by  the 
waters  of  the  gulf  ;  daily  fanned  by  the  breezes 
from  the  sea,  which  are  wafted  over  the  whole  face 
of  the  country,  and  with  an  atmosphere  of  agreeable 
temperature  through  winter  and  through  summer, 
its  climate  cannot  be  more  unfriendly  to  the  health 
of  man  than  that  of  the  adjacent  States  which 
present  but  one  side,  or  a  small  portion  of  their 
territory  to  the  ocean.  Florida  may  have  more 
lakes  on  its  surface,  a  few  more  rivers  and 
rivulets,  and  a  greater  extent  of  swamp,  perhaps, 
than  the  other  States  ;  but  the  exhalations  from 
these  sources  are  evidently  modified  and  mollified 
by  the  universally  pervading  sea  atmosphere,  and 
must  consequently  be  less  destructive  to  human 
life  than  malaria  which  is  eliminated  by  the 
swamps  and  bottom  lands  of  Louisiana,  Alabama, 
Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  or  by  the  banks  of 
the  water-courses  even  of  other  more  northern  sec- 
tions of  country.  The  general  healthfulness  of 
many  parts  of  Florida,  particularly  on  its  coasts, 
is  proverbial." 

In  conversation  with  a  gentleman  friend  of  deli- 
cate constitution  and  plenty  of  means  at  his  dis- 
posal, who  had  made  climate  a  study  for  his  own 
benefit,  I  learned  some  interesting  facts.  This 
gentleman  has    traveled   and  lived    years   in   the 


southern  countries  of  Europe,  in  the  south  of 
Africa,  certain  parts  of  Asia,  South  Sea  Islands, 
the  East  and  West  Indies,  and  all  portions  of  the 
west  and  south  of  our  own  country,  and  he  gives 
as  his  experience  of  all  climates,  high  up  on  the 
mountains  and  on  the  low  lands,  that  he  consid- 
ered the  southern  part  of  Florida,  about  the  middle 
of  the  peninsula  about  the  origin  of  the  St.  John's 
river,  freer  from  malaria  than  any  other  place  that 
he  had  ever  visited.  He  used  to  sleep  on  the 
ground  in  that  section  with  simply  a  woolen  blan- 
ket beneath  him  for  a  month  at  a  time,  without 
experiencing  any  unpleasantness  in  the  least ;  but 
he  says  that  in  those  portions  of  Florida  that 
people  generally  visit  (those  portions  inhabited  by 
invalids),  he  found  more  or  less  of  malaria  and 
moisture.  It  is  understood  by  many  physicians 
north  that  the  atmosphere  there  is  dry  and  warm, 
which  I  think  is  quite  a  mistake.  It  appears  to  be 
a  warm,  moist,  soothing  atmosphere,  and  I  should 
judge  acted  nicely  upon  that  class  of  cases  in 
which  we  found  a  dry  and  irritable  condition  of 
the  bronchial  tubes. 

The  St.  Johns  river  from  Jacksonville  to  Pilatka, 
and  the  upper  St.  Johns  is  perfectly  beautiful.  All 
along  from  two  to  ten  miles  are  small  towns,  being 
principally  residences  and  hotels.  I  suppose  in  the 
last  ten  years  more  money  has  been  spent  on  this 
river  border  by  residents  of  the  north  than  on  the 
Hudson  in  the  same  length  of  time.  The  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  St.  Johns  river  will  be  one 
of  the  wealthiest  portions  of  the  country  on  this 
continent.  It  will  be  the  Hudson  of  the  South. 
A  large  variety  of  fish  are  found  in  these  streams. 
The  St.  Johns  river  is  brackish  very  often  as  far 
up  as  Pilatka,  some  80  to  100  miles  from  its  mouth. 

I  would  speak  first  of  the  most  important  and 
least  regarded  among  all  the  items  which  a  visitor 
must  bear  in  mind,  and  that  is  dress,  proper  cloth- 
ing. A  person  should  have  warm  under  flannels, 
and  not  leave  them  off  under  any  consideration,- 
and  go  provided  with  cloaks  and  overcoats.  There 
would  not  be  so  much  necessity  for  this  were  the 
houses  built  there  as  north,  but  unfortunately  a 
great  many  of  them  are  built  upon  the  principle  of 
•'  cold  air  boxes,"  as  in  all  warm  climates,  although 
of  late  years  there  are  many  substantial  and  mod- 
ern residences  erected. 

In  the  next  place  one  should  always  be  accom- 
panied by  friends,  for  there  are  no  sources  of 
amusement  which  cannot  be  exhausted  in  a  few 
days,  and  then  the  invalid  sets  himself  to  calculat- 
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ing  about  when  he  will  get  well  enough  to  go 
home,  and  I  know  homesickness  often  defeats  all 
the  purposes  the  change  might  accomplish  for  the 
better.  We  have  good  hunting  and  fishing,  and 
those  who  are  able  to  indulge  find  a  balm  for  many 
a  malady,  and  forget  all  their  infirmities. 

The  journey  there  can  be  made  by  easy  stages, 
if  so  desired.  If  the  intention  is  to  go  by  land, 
from  Detroit,  the  first  day's  ride  would  be  to  Cin- 
cinnati, stopping  over  night  at  each  place,  second 
night  stop  in  Nashville,  third  night  in  Atlanta, 
fourth  night  in  Augusta,  fifth  night  in  Savannah, 
and  the  sixth  night  you  are  in  Jacksonville,  and 
from  there  by  boat,  rail  and  stage  to  any  point.  If 
you  desire  to  go  by  water — as  you  all  know  you 
would — leave  New  York  direct  to  Savannah  or 
Fernandina.  Most  people  are  very  sea-sick  as  the 
coast  is  a  very  rough  one.  Jacksonville,  Magnolia, 
Green  Cove  and  Pilatka,  with  fifty  smaller  towns, 
are  on  the  St.  Johns  river,  and  the  climate  is  about 
the  same  at  all  these  places,  being  a  little  milder 
than  at  St.  Augustine,  which  is  upon  the  coast. 
Jacksonville  is  perhaps  the  most  comfortable  place 
as  regards  hotel  accommodations.  Green  Cove 
and  Magnolia  are  very  beautifully  situated,  the  first 
a  very  romantic  place  and  always  "  full."  Magno- 
lia is  built  in  a  forest  of  magnolia  trees,  so  tall 
that  the  enormous  blossoms  are  almost  as  nothing 
at  the  distance  of  only  half  the  height  of  the  trees. 
Pilatka  is  next  to  Jacksonville  in  size,  upon  the 
river,  being  about  75  miles  above.  It  is  beautifully 
situated,  and  here  I  found  the  most  lovely  place  on 
the  whole  river,  beautiful  garden  and  grove  front- 
ing on  the  river,  all  kinds  of  beautiful  trees  for 
shade  and  use.  (The  proprietor  of  the  principal 
hotel  of  Jacksonville  told  me  that  it  was  without 
any  doubt  the  finest  grounds  on  the  river.)  On 
looking  over  this  beautiful  garden  I  was  met  by 
the  owner  and  at  once  recognized  P.  White,  Esq., 
an  old  acquaintance,  late  of  Port  Huron,  brother 
of  the  Hons.  James  and  Ed.  White,  of  St.  Clair 
county.  Above  Pilatka  the  river  widens  into  a 
lake,  then  gets  narrow  and  very  crooked  up  as  far 
as  "  Enterprise,"  and  then  it  widens  into  what  is 
called  Lake  George,  one  of  the  handsomest  little 
bodies  of  water  on  the  continent.  This  is  some 
200  miles  up  the  river  from  Jacksonville.  After 
crossing  the  lake  above  Pilatka,  we  amused  our- 
selves shooting  alligators,  monster  turtles,  and 
there  is  where  you  see  all  kinds  of  birds  with 
beautiful  bright  plumage.  Along  up  the  river  we 
saw  an  occasional  forest  of  wild  oranges ;  the 
sight  was  beautiful.  A  celebrated  land  agent  in- 
formed me  that  most  people  who  desire  to  buy 
land  and  settle  there,  want  about  one-half  with 
wild  oranges  and  the  other  half  covered  with 
lemons,  which,  of  course,  would  almost  be  an  im- 
possibility, even  in  Florida. 

Now  for  St.  Augustine,  it  is  situated  as  you  are 
all  aware  on  the  bay,  and  is  the  oldest  town  by 
forty  or  fifty  years  on  the  continent,  and  for  this 
side  of  the  water  has  arrived  to  quite  an  age.  You 
get  there  from  Jacksonville  by  boat  to  Tocoi,  from 
Tocoi  to  St.  Augustine  twelve  miles  by  rail.  This 
road  they  have  one  engine,  one  engineer,  who  acts  as 
fireman,  one  conductor,  who  is  general  freight  and 
ticket  agent  of  the  road,  also  acts  as  local  freight 
and  ticket  agent  and  switchman  and  general  run- 
ner for  the  principal  hotels,  and  in  a  very  formal 
manner.  He  is  a  very  pleasant  man  having  such 
varied  work. 

The  houses,  especially  the  older  ones  are  mostly 
built  of  coguina,  a  marine  substance  composed  of 
small  shells  and  lime.  There  is  an  island  oppo- 
site the  town  which  is  entirely  coguina  ;  it  is  cut 
out  in  blocks  in  a  soft  state  and  left  to  harden,  and 
in  time   becomes  like  adamant.      The  old   Fort 


Marion  is  made  of  it,  also  the  walls  around  the  city, 
built  by  the  Spanish.  There  is  a  sea  wall  about 
four  feet  wide  which  extends  from  the  fort  the  en- 
tire length  of  the  city,  which  is  a  very  nice  prom- 
enade in  all  weathers.  All  along  this  wall  the  gov- 
ernment placed  a  limestone  walk  the  same  width 
of  the  original  wall.  St.  Augustine  is  flat,  its  high- 
est elevation  being  only  about  twenty  feet  above 
the  sea.  Water  is  obtained  at  six  feet  below  the 
surface.  Some  wells  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet 
in  depth,  but  rarely,  the  majority  being  about  oife- 
half  that ;  the  water  is  hard,  being  highly  impreg- 
nated with  lime.  The  soil  is  very  sandy,  one  can 
walk  with  comfort  half  an  hour  after  a  three  days' 
rain.  There  is  no  grass  growing  there  or  anywhere 
in  the  vicinity,  beyond  the  town  there  was  some- 
thing green  upon  the  earth  like  weeds,  but  no  grass 
like  the  grass  we  have  north.  Hay  is  brought 
from  the  north  in  bales.  Sweet  potatoes  grow 
there  without  any  bounds,  corn  about  ten  bushels 
to  the  acre.  But  there  are  palm  trees,  evergreens 
of  every  kind,  pomegranates,  lemon  and  orange 
trees,  and  if  there  is  no  grass,  everywhere  the  eye 
rests  upon  flowers.  It  is  the  birthplace  and  home 
of  flowers,  and  from  this  fact,  as  you  are  all  aware, 
takes  its  name.  Its  discoverers  after  living  there 
for  one  year  supposed  it  to  be  an  enchanted  land, 
an  eternal  spring  time.  One  can  pick  roses  every 
day  in  every  month  of  the  year,  although  February 
is  the  month  of  roses.  I  saw  a  rose  tree  growing 
there  fourteen  inches  in  circumference.  The  most 
beautiful  cacti  grow  wild.  Every  kind  of  flower 
seems  more  gorgeous  and  bnlliant  in  color  than  at 
the  north,  but  none  as  fragrant.  One  wonders  that 
in  a  country  where  it  would  be  thought  every  thing 
would  grow  why  so  few  fruits  are  raised,  but  the 
secret  is  that  the  natives  are  born  with  scarcely 
energy  enough  to  breathe.  I  asked  one  of  these 
people  how  they  managed  to  live,  his  answer : 
"  On  litio  and  fish  in  summer,  and  on  the  Yankees 
in  winter." 

The  most  beautiful  orange  groves  are  at  St.  Au- 
gustine and  at  Pilatka  on  the  St.  Johns.  I  had 
never  before  visited  a  warm  climate,  and  I  shall 
never  forget  and  can  never  describe  my  feelings 
when  in  a  beautiful  winter  month  I  was  able  to 
walk  in  an  orange  grove  with  all  kinds  of  beautiful 
flowers  in  bloom.  I  left  here  with  snow  on  the 
ground,  dark  skies  and  bleak  winds  to  the  country 
of  sunshine,  roses  and  oranges.  It  was  not  at  all 
difficult  to  believe  that  the  golden  stories  of  the 
"Arabian  Nights  "  were  no  longer  myths  but  real 
and  tangible.  Oranges  commence  to  ripen  in  De- 
cember and  continue  until  February,  then  about 
the  first  of  March  comes  the  blossoms,  and  in  every 
turn  in  walking  or  sitting  by  one's  window  comes 
the  perfume  of  the  orange  groves. 

The  natives  of  the  town  are  mostly  Minorcans, 
brought  over  years  ago  by  a  Spaniard  of  some  note 
from  the  island  of  Minorca  to  work  on  plantations. 
Originally  one  thousand  people  were  brought,  and 
the  descendants  of  these  form  the  greater  part  of 
the  inhabitants.  St.  Augustine  is  perhaps  more 
subject  to  sudden  changes,  but  the  air  has  not  that 
enervating  effect  which  one  quickly  feels  in  the  river 
and  inland  towns.  It  is  on  the  bay,  and  although  it 
has  a  constant  breeze  from  the  water,  it  is  so  soft- 
ened and  tempered  by  the  gulf  stream  that  it  is 
bracing,  invigorating,  warm  and  healing.  A 
blanket  to  sleep  under  every  night  is  comfortable. 
The  temperature  in  December,  January  and  Feb- 
ruary ranges  from  60^  to  70°  Farenheit. 

With  gentlemen  who  are  able  to  walk  easily  I 
think  one  of  the  best  portions  of  the  State  is  far 
south,  where  they  can  camp  with  safety,  and  fish 
and  hunt  and  nearly  live  on  their  labor,  which  is 
pleasant,  exciting  and  occupies  their  minds.     The 
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exact  condition  of  weakened  or  diseased  lungs  or 
other  portions  of  the  body  I  will  talk  about  at  some 
future  meeting  of  this  body  ;  I  may  say  that  it  re- 
quires judgment  and  thought.  As  far  as  recom- 
mending patients  to  leave  a  place  of  comfort  for  an 
uncertainty  in  the  form  of  living,  and  at  a  time 
when  disease  has  extended  beyond  repair,  and 
death  is  nearly  sure,  it  certainly  is  very  cruel  ;  but  if 
there  is  a  time  to  get  the  benefit  from  a  change  it  is 
in  the  early  stage  of  the  disease. 

With  these  imperfect  remarks  I  leave  a  subject 
of  great  interest  to  us  all,  and  thank  you  for  your 
attention,  and  hope  at  some  future  time  to  speak 
of  the  assistance  that  is  to  be  derived  from  the 
climate  of  Florida  in  restoring  diseased  lungs  to  a 
normal  or  improved  condition. 

Many  questions  in  regard  to  hotel  and  other 
accommodations  were  asked  and  answered. 

Dr.  Brodie.  It  will  be  a  long  time  before  Flor- 
ida is  worked  up  as  a  resort  for  invalids  from  the 
North.  W.  H.  Rouse.  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  February  6th,  1879. 

Dr.  Leonard  exhibited  a  new  uterine  sound  which 
he  had  recently  devised,  and  for  which  he  claims 
several  important  features.  This  sound  is  made 
of  flexible  steel,  and  is  provided  with  removable 
ovoid  points  of  various  sizes,  and  a  slide  or  sheath 
by  means  of  which  the  distance  the  instrument  en- 
ters the  womb  is  plainly  indicated.  This  instru- 
ment, being  supplied  with  a  number  of  bulbous 
points  of  various  sizes,  avoids  the  necessity  of 
always  having  on  hand  a  number  of  sounds.  By 
means  of  these  bulbs  and  the  slide,  the  operator 
with  this  instrument  can  easily  ascertain  the  si'ze 
and  location  of  strictures  in  the  cervix  uteri. 

With  this  instrument  the  doctor  presented  sev- 
eral diagrams  illustrating  abnormal  conditions  of 
the  womb,  and  the  uses  of  his  new  instrument. 

Prof.  Dunster,  of  Ann  Arbor,  exhibited  a  num- 
ber of  gynecological  instruments,  among  which 
was  a  Jennison  sound  which  is  so  constructed 
that  whatever  curve  there  may  be  at  one  end,  the 
other  end  will  have  a  similar  curve,  but  in  the  op- 
posite direction.  It  thus  admirably  indicates  flex- 
ion of  the  womb,  and  could  a  similar  instrument  be 
constructed  of  sufficient  strength  and  stiffness  it 
would  constitute  an  excellent  uterine  repositor. 

Dr.  Mulheron  reported  a  complete  case  of  occlu- 
sion of  the  OS  uteri,  which  bursted  open  spontane- 
ously at  each  menstrual  period  with  great  pain,  the 
raw  surfaces  healing  during  the  intervals  of  men- 
struation, and  forming  a  tough  cicatrix.  There  is 
now  a  small  permanent  opening  as  the  result  of  an 
operation  which  he  performed. 

Dr.  Brodie  suggested  the  propriety  of  members 
presenting  written  notes  of  their  interesting  cases, 
that  a  more  complete  record  might  be  preserred. 
He  then  read  the  following  on,  "  Have  we  diphtheria 
as  a  prevailing  disease:" 

"Gentlemen,  as  you  are  well  aware,  we  have  had 
for  the  last  six  weeks  an  unusual  fall  of  snow,  and 
with  it  an  unusual  extreme  of  cold.  For  three  to 
four  weeks  the  cold  weather  acted  as  a  stimulant 
to  the  physical  system,  and  our  citizens  felt  invig- 
orated, and  an  unusual  degree  of  health  prevailed 
in  our  city.  However,  about  the  first  of  the  new 
year  colds  and  sore  throats  began  to  manifest 
themselves,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  have 
furnished  the  principal  disease  for  medical  advice 
and  treatment.  In  examination  of  the  earlier  cases 
that  came  under  my  observation,  I  became  satis- 
fied that  the  elements  necessary  for  the  production 
of  diphtheria  did  not  exist,  and  that  the  tendency 


was  to  pure  inflammation  of  the  tonsils  and 
fauces,  extending  downwards  and  penetrating 
even  the  larynx.  In  fact,  the  primary  condition 
was  congestion,  the  second,  inflammation.  I  was 
satisfied  that  the  cause  was  the  effect  of  the  ex- 
treme cold  air  acting  locally  on  the  parts,  first 
chilling  them,  and,  secondly,  congesting.  Now,  as 
congestion  consists  primarily  of  too  much  blood  in 
the  parts,  this  treatment  suggested  itself,  viz.,  to  re- 
move said  congestion,  and  this  was  accomplished 
by  one  of  two  means,  according  as  the  condition 
was  presented  to  me,  early  or  more  advanced. 

"  Now,  we  have  two  ways  of  removing  an  excess 
of  blood  in  a  part,  first,  by  the  removal  of  the 
blood  itself,  and  second,  by  astringents  of  a  stim- 
ulating character.  In  the  early  cases  I  have  found 
the  mur.  tinct.  of  iron  with  chlorate  of  potass, 
almost  a  specific,  more  especially  when  preceded 
by  a  thorough  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  and  for 
this  castor  oil  for  children  and  the  pill  cathartica 
comp.  for  the  adult.  But  when  the  disease  had 
passed  its  first  stage  the  old  method  of  i-elieving 
congestion  and  inflammation  by  blood  letting 
proved  to  be  ihe  remedy.  With  a  sharp  pointed 
bistoury,  the  cutting  edge  looking  towards  the  cen- 
ter of  the  mouth,  I  transfix  the  tonsils,  cutting 
the  way  out,  and  causing  the  blood  to  flow 
freely.  The  pain  is  at  once  relieved.  The  throat 
should  be  gargled  with  hot  water  and  a  free  ca- 
thartic given.  The  second  day  sometimes  required 
a  repetition  of  the  scarification,  and  then  followed 
by  a  dose  of  morphia  (X  gr.),  or  Dover's  powder 
with  quinine.  The  patient  is  generally  speedily 
cured.  Now  on  several  cases  was  to  be  seen  a 
brown-looking  patch ;  this  in  my  opinion,  being 
nothing  more  than  the  death  of  the  external  mucous 
lining  of  the  tonsil,  and  produced  by  the  severity  of 
the  cold  on  the  parts,  in  fact,  chilling  them,  and 
the  reaction  following  acted  as  hot  water  on  the 
skin,  not  enough  to  scald,  but  enough  to  destroy 
the  circulation  between  the  cuticle  and  the  skin. 

"The  pathological  condition  has,  I  think,  been 
confounded  with  that  known  as  diphtheria,  and  in 
proof  of  this  patients  with  this  latter  disease  rarely 
recover,  while  of  the  former,  I  have  not  met  with 
one  death  or  a  tardy  recovery." 

Dr.  Mulheron  was  forced  to  take  exceptions  to 
the  main  point  referred  to  in  Dr.  Brodie's  remarks. 
Undoubtedly,  many  of  the  cases  of  tonsilitis  no- 
ticed at  the  present  time  are  simple  inflamma- 
tions, but  those  cases  are  not  attended  by  the 
membrane  or  pseudo-membrane  referred  to.  He 
did  not  consider  Dr.  Brodie's  views  as  to  the 
causation  of  this  membrane  satisfactory.  He  re- 
garded the  cause  as  diphtheritic.  The  difference 
between  these  cases  of  sore  throat  and  unmis- 
takable cases  of  diphtheria  is  one  of  degree  rather 
than  kind.  There  have  been  a  number  of  cases 
of  undoubted  diphtheria  this  winter,'  and  he  be- 
lieved the  cases  of  supposed  simple  aphthous  exu- 
dation to  be  modified  cases  of  the  graver  disease. 
The  constitutional  symptoms  in  these  cases  are 
different  from  those  of  simple  tonsilitis.  In  the 
latter  there  is  usually  active  disturbance  requiring 
sedatives,  whereas  m  the  former  stimulants  and 
supporting  misasures  are  demanded.  In  the  cases 
of  tonsilitis  he  had  met  this  winter,  drop  doses  of 
tincture  of  aconite  and  fluid  extract  of  belladonna 
every  hour  acted  almost  as  a  specific,  but  when  the 
so-called  aphthous  membrane  was  present,  quinine 
and  muriate  tincture  of  iron,  wiih  beef  tea,  were 
necessary.  He  believed  that  as  when  scarlatina 
prevails  many  cases  occur  without  the  eruption, 
so  when  diphtheria  occurs  there  are  many  cases  in 
which  the  characteristic  membrane  either  does  not 
form  at  all,  or  forms  very  imperfectly. 

Dr.  Brodie.     If  diphtheria  be  caused  by  bacteria. 
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the  very  cold  weather  should  have  been  rather  un- 
favorable to  their  development.  Diphtheria  is  con- 
tagious, but  this  prevailing  disease  is  not. 

Dr.  Gustin  has  seen  many  cases  of  sore  throat, 
but  nothing  suggesting  diphtheria.  The  exudate 
looks  like  aphthae,  and  can  in  many  cases  be  relieved 
by  washing  in  warm  water. 

Dr.  Klein  has  seen  no  diphtheria  this  winter,  but 
a  number  of  cases  of  tonsilitis  with  an  exudate 
having  an  aphthous  appearance.  A  wash  of  sol.  of 
chlorate  of  potash   in    water  gives  good   results. 


Salt  and  vinegar  on  napkins  applied  about  the  neck 
as  long  as  they  can  be  borne  act  favorably  as  a 
local  application. 

Dr.  Lauderdale  has  obtained  good  results  from 
Dr.  Brodie's  method  of  treatment. 

Dr.  Leonard.  About  two-thirds  of  the  cases  of 
sore  throat  this  winter  are  followed  by  a  bilious 
attack — vomiting  or  purging,  or  both. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


Clippings. 


Alstonia  Constricta  :  Its  Commercial 
Value. — Manufacturers  of  medicines  have  of  late 
years  displayed  commendable  business  enterprise, 
and  have  at  the  same  time  conferred  no  little 
benefit  on  the  medical  profession,  by  the  attention 
they  have  given  to  the  matter  of  the  new  remedies 
which  they  have  placed  on  the  market.  We  be- 
lieve that  some  of  them  have  been  encouraged  in 
their  efforts  by  the  manner  in  which  their  novel- 
ties and  specialties  have  been  received,  and  by  the 
consequent  substantial  pecuniary  indorsement  of 
their  enterprise.  The  success  of  those  who  first 
prominently  identified  themselves  with  the  intro- 
duction of  new  remedies  has  stimulated  others  to 
imitate  their  example,  until  now  there  is  scarcely 
a  manufacturing  house  that  has  not  something 
"new"  to  offer.  We  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
this.  We  are  not  of  those  who  believe  that  the 
store-houses  of  nature  have  been  placed  under 
thorough  tribute  to  man  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we 
believe  that  there  yet  remain,  especially  in  the 
forests  and  fields  of  this  continent,  many  undis- 
covered agents  whose  merits,  when  once  known, 
will  give  them  high  rank  in  the  materia  medica. 
We  feel,  therefore,  like  encouraging  the  enterprise 
of  the  manufacturer,  even  at  the  risk  of  his  placing 
before  us,  occasionally,  an  article  of  little  or  no 
merit.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  profession  to  take 
nothing  for  granted  which  may  be  averred  of  a 
new  drug,  and  even  the  reputation  of  the  house  in- 
troducing it  should  vouch  for  nothing  more  than 
that  the  drug  merits  a  trial. 

It  is  our  purpose,  however,  at  this  time,  to  refer 
rather  to  a  commercial  than  to  a  therapeutic  feature 
of  the  new  remedy  enterprise.  Joined  with  the 
enterprise  of  the  manufacturer,  there  may  be 
methods  of  influencing  both  the  trade  and  the  pro- 
fession hardly  justifiable  even  by  mercantile,  to  say 
nothing  of  moral,  rules  of  action.  To  illustrate 
our  meaning  we  will  give  one  case  in  point.  A 
Cincinnati  firm  (Merrell,  Thorp  &  Lloyd),  in  adver- 
tising the  new  remedy,  alstonia  constricta  (scho- 
laris),  put  forth  this  matchlessly  ingenious  state- 
ment : 

"  Some  of  our  patrons  order  the  powdered  bark,  and  ask 
if  the  price  will  not  increase,  like  cinchonidia  and  other  ague 
cures,  as  soon  as  there  is  a  large  cLemand,  and  say  perhaps 
it  will  be  best  to  lay  in  a  considerable  supply  at  present.  In 
reply  we  can  only  say  that  we  have  but  a  Hmited  stock,  ob- 
tained in  an  indirect  way,  and  cannot  say  whether  eventu- 
ally the  cost  of  importation,  duty,  etc. ,  will  enable  the  drug 
to  be  sold  cheaper,  or  will  compel  an  advance.  We  assure 
our  friends,  however,  that  while  the  present  supply  Icists 
there  shall  be  no  increase  of  price.  There  is  no  telling, 
however,  when  the  supply  we  now  have  may  be  exhausted, 
as  the  disease  it  is  used  in  is  one  of  the  most  common  to  our 
country,  and  demands  yearly  an  immense  amount  of  medi- 
cine.       *        *        * 

"  The  price  of  the  dusted  powder  is  $1  per  ounce." 

Unwilling  to  believe  that  such  a  price  would  be 
charged  to  the  drug  trade,  we  caused  a  friend  in 
the  trade  to  order  an  ounce,  which,  in  due  course 
of  time  came  to  hand,  billed  at  $1.    To  ascertain 


more  about  the  cost  of  the  drug  and  the  difficulties 
to  be  encountered  in  providing  a  full  supply,  we 
addressed  notes  to  some  importers  in  New  York, 
from  two  of  whom  we  have  received  replies, 
which  we  append  : 

160  William  Street,         / 
New  York,  August  i6,  1879.  t 
H.  D.  Garrison,  M.  D.,  Wabash  avenue  and  Jackson  street, 
Ch  icago  : 

De.\r  Sir — We  have  your  favor  of  14th  inst.  to  hand, 
concerning  alstonia  constricta  bark,  by  which  we  presume 
you  mean  dita  bark  (alstonia  scholaris),  as  mentioned  in  the 
National  Dispensatory. 

To  give  you  the  benefit  of  our  experience  in  this  matter, 
we  will  state  as  follows  : 

Believe  that  it  was  first  known  to  the  medical  world 
through  Mr.  Gruppe,  of  Manilla. 

We  received,  as  far  back  as  1876,  small  shipments  of  20 
or  25  pounds  from  him,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  E. 
Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  who  also  used  this  article  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  alkaloid  ditaine. 

Consider  ourselves  the  first  importers  of  same,  and  issued 
a  circular  in  first  part  of  1876  relating  to  same,  which  was 
the  first  mention  made  in  this  country. 

Our  small  importations  were  sold  in  ten  pounds  (or  less) 
lots  to  manufacturers,  merely  as  experiment. 

The  price  was  $1  per  pound. 

A  small  quantity  was  delivered  on  account  at  85  cents. 

Correspondence  on  the  subject  to  London,  Hamburg, 
Dresden,  etc.,  resulted  fruitlessly. 

We  would  not  be  inclined  to  accept  any  bark,  except  upon 
guarantee  from  a  firm  hke  E.  Merck,  or  similar,  as,  being  a 
new  article  and  rather  high  priced,  it  offers  inducements  to 
unprincipled  parties  to  substitute  another  article. 

Trusting  the  foregoing  may  be  of  value  to  you,  we  re- 
main,    Yours  very  respectfully,  Lehn  &  Fink. 

N.  B. — Our  latest  advices  induce  us  to  believe  that  a 
larger  lot  will  be  shipped  us  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
weeks.  • 

32  Liberty  Street,         | 
New  York,  Aug.  18,   1879.  ( 
To  H.  D.  Garrison,  M.  D.,  Chicago: 

De.\R  Sir — In  answer  to  yours  of  14th  inst.  will  say  that 
the  present  price  of  alstonia  bark  is  75  cents  per  lb.  The  only 
difficulty  in  supplying  the  present  wants  is,  that  this  article  has 
been  used  to  our  knowledge  by  one  European  manufacturer 
only,  and  his  stock  was  almost  exhausted.  As  there  is  no 
steam  communication  between  the  Philippine  Islands  and 
either  Europe  or  the  United  States,  and  as  probably  the  bark 
has  to  be  gathered  to  order,  the  filling  of  orders  will  con- 
sume considerable  time.  We  will  write  to  our  Hamburg 
house  to  get  further  particulars  about  the  bark  from  Manilla 
direct,  and  will  with  pleasure  submit  them  to  you  as  soon  as 
received.  Yours  truly, 

BRUECKNER  &   KOENIGSHEIM. 

An  advance  from  five  cents  to  $1  per  ounce — 
about  two  thousand  per  cent — is  a  profit  rather 
greater  than  druggists  ought  to  pay  in  the  present 
state  of  trade.  Of  course  we  cannot  state  that 
alstonia  bark  does  not  cost  our  Cincinnati  friends 
ten  or  twelve  dollars  per  pound ;  if  so,  they  will, 
of  course,  be  very  grateful  for  this  information. 
Assuming  this  drug  to  possess  but  a  tithe  of  the 
virtues  ascribed  to  it,  its  claim  to  rank  as  a  boon  to 
the  medical  profession  and  to  humanity  must  be 
conceded,  and  therefore  all  obstacles  to  its  general" 
use  should  be  removed  as  speedily  as  possible. 
The  matter  as  it  now  stands,  however,  faintly  re- 
minds us  of  cundurango,  which  started  at  $ioo 
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per  pound  and  finally  dropped  to  five  cents  per 
pound,  and,  further,  after  extensive  trial,  was  prac- 
tically abandoned  as  worthless  for  every  purpose. 
Let  us  hope  that  alstonia  will  command  more  en- 
during respect. —  The  Pharmacist  and  Chemist. 

CoDEiA  AS  A  Sedative. — Dr.  Saundby  {British 
Medical  Jourtial)  says  that  on  account  of  the  in- 
tolerance of  opium  and  morphia  by  gouty  subjects, 
he  has  been  led  to  employ  codeia  in  grain  doses, 
dissolved  in  syrup  of  tolu,  which  has  succeeded 
beyond  his  expectations. —  The  Practitioner. 


Eucalyptus  in  Nephritis.- 
and  post-scarlatinal  nephritis,  Dr. 
of  Brooklyn,  has  used,  with  good 
and   fluid  extract  of    eucalyptus 
King's  Co.  Medical  Society,  Aug 
presses  himself  very  decidedly  as 
has  witnessed  from  it.     He  gives 
extract,  in  water,  every  four  or  six 
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Barium  Chloride  in  Aneurism. — This  sub- 
stance, in  doses  of  gr.  ^f,  three  times  a  day,  has 
been  successfully  tried  in  aneurism  by  Dr.  F.  FHnt 
{Practitioner,  July,  1879).     He  says  of  it: 

"  In  my  opinion  preference  should  be  given  to 
the  chloride  of  barium  in  fusiform  aneurisms, 
which  have  hitherto  not  been  very  amenable  to 
treatment ;  also  in  the  aneurism  of  advanced  age ; 
and  it  might  also  be  tried  in  any  case  in  which  iodide 
of  potassium  is  inadmissible,  or  does  not  promise 
to  be  useful." 


Infusion  of  Buckeye  as  a  Remedy  for 
Chronic  Rheumatism. — Dr.  W.  S.  Drake  had 
an  inveterate  case  of  chronic  rheumatism  cured  by 
the  patient  bathing  in  an  infusion  of  buckeye  {es- 
culus  hippocastanum).  The  patient  had  not 
walked  for  nearly  two  years,  and  had  gone  through 
the  whole  routine  of  rheumatic  remedies.  While 
treating  a  horse  with  infusion  of  buckeye,  he  found 
the  sv/elling  rapidly  disappeared  from  his  hands. 
He  then  applied  it  to  other  joints,  and  received  the 
same  benefit. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


Method  of  Removing  Hairs. — A  writer  in 
the  Michigan  Medical  News  gives  the  following 
method  of  eradicating  superfluous  hairs,  as  prac- 
ticed by  Dr.  C.  E.  Mitcliell,  of  St.  Louis :  The 
hair  is  seized  and  held  with  a  pair  of  ordinary  for- 
ceps, and  a  sharp  needle  fastened  to  a  handle  (a 
small,  sharp  pegging  awl  will  do)  is  passed  down 
parallel  to  the  hair,  within  its  sheath,  until  the  bot- 
tom of  the  follicle  is  reached  ;  the  point  of  a  needle, 
also  provided  with  a  handle,  is  then  dipped  into 
some  fused  nitrate  of  silver,  until  a  minute  ball  of 
crystals  gathers  around  the  point,  and  the  hair 
follicle  is  thoroughly  cauterized  with  this  min- 
iature caustic  point  thrust  through  the  puncture 
previously  made.  In  a  few  hours  the  hair  will  ul- 
cerate out  by  the  root,  without  pain ;  no  visible 
lesion  is  left,  and  the  hair  does  not  grow  again. — 
The  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Diet  for  the  Corpulent. — Food  to  be  avoided 
— Starches  and  sugars,  common  white  flour  in  all 
and  every  form,  viz. :  bread,  biscuit,  cakes  of  all 
kinds,  crackers,  wafers,  doughnuts,  puddings,  gru- 
els, pastries  of  all  kinds,  pies,  rice,  etc.  Potatoes 
in  any  shape  or  variety,  sweet  potatoes,  etc.,  su- 
gars in  all  shapes,  corn  starch,  maize  and  arrow- 
root, sago,  tapioca,  candy  and  all  kinds  of  confec- 
tionery. 

Diet  allowable — Beefsteak  :  sirloin,  porter  house, 
corned  beef,  smoked  and  dried  beef,  beef's  tongue, 
ox  tail  soup  without  potatoes,  veal,  calves'  feet  and 


heads,  pigs  feet  and  heads,  mutton,  lambs'  tongue, 
venison,  turkey,  game,  chicken,  pigeons  and  squabs. 

Vegetables  without  or  with  little  starch,  cabbage, 
tomatoes,  celery,  onions,  spinach,  lettuce,  dande- 
lion, parsley,  cowslip,  radish,  horse  radish,  cran- 
berry, turnips,  rhubarb,  squash,  carrots,  pickles, 
sour  fruits,  apples,  pears,  mellons,  nuts,  fish,  salt 
and  fresh,  salmon,  cod,  haddocks,  eels,  scuts,  perch, 
etc.,  oysters,  scallops,  shrimps,  etc.,  halibut,  trout, 
clams,  tongues  and  sounds. 

Drinks  are  food,  and  may  be  used  according  to 
judgment  except  in  excess  or  with  sugar. — M.  M. 
Griffith,  M.  D.,  in  Med.  Brief. 

On  Melaleuca  Paraguayensis  and  its 
Therapeutic  Action.— At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  Acadimie  de  Medicine,  M.  Planchon  read  the 
report  of  the  commissioner  appointed  to  consider  a 
paper  with  the  above  title,  which  was  presented 
by  the  children  of  Aim6  Bonpland  as  a  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  the  companion  of  Humboldt. 
Bonpland  discovered  in  Paraguay  a  plant  analo- 
gous to  the  melaleuca  of  Molucca,  and  instituted 
a  series  of  experiments  with  it  to  determine  its 
therapeutic  properties.  He  made  a  tincture  from 
its  flowers  and  leaves,  and  extracted  from  the 
plant  an  active  principle  in  the  form  of  a  resin. 
He  found  that  these  preparations  possessed  a  de- 
cided sudorific  action.  He  employed  them  in  the 
treatment  of  rheumatism,  gout,  syphilis,  yellow 
fever,  and  cholera,  and  believed  that  his  observa- 
tions were  sufficiently  conclusive  to  determine  that 
the  melaleuca  is  a  valuable  therapeutic  agent. — Le 
Courier  Midical,  April  ig,  i8yg. 


Sabal  Serrulata.  —  Saw  Palmetto. — By 
request  I  write  off,  from  my  new  medicines,  a 
second  excerpt,  giving  the  medical  properties  of 
sabal  serrulata.  It  was  recently  presented  to  the 
profession  by  Dr.  Read,  and  grows  on  most  of  the 
Georgia  and  Florida  coasts  of  the  Atlantic,  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  streams  in  South  Georgia.  I  am 
regularly  receiving  orders  for  it,  but  I  do  not  manu- 
facture it,  nor  do  I  keep  it  only  for  my  dispensary. 
Physicians  are  asking  me  for  further  information. 
In  reply,  I  would  state  that  I  have  only  used  it  in 
coughs,  hoarseness,  etc.  In  chronic  bronchitis  it 
acts  like  a  charm,  relieving  the  cough  readily,  and 
I  think  will  prove  a  good  remedy  for  diseases  of  the 
entire  respiratory  mucous  membranes. 

Dr.  Stephen  F.  Dupon,  an  experienced  physician, 
says :  "  Perhaps  no  remedy  yet  brought  forward 
has  met  with  more  positive  good  results  in  diseases 
affecting  the  throat,  bronchial  tubes,  and  lungs. 
Whooping-cough  in  the  first  stage,  has  been  cut 
short.  In  another  case,  that  of  hemorrhage  of  the 
lungs,  it  checked  it  at  once.  In  aphonia  this 
remedy  restores  the  voice  in  a  few  hours."  It  is 
also  a  capital  remedy  for  asthma.  I  recommend  a 
trial  of  this  valuable  article.—/.  J.  M.  Goss,  M.  D., 
in  Medical  Brief. 


Results  of  the  Gurjun  Oil  Treatment. 
— There  is  given  a  valuable  detailed  account  of 
thirty-two  cases  of  leprosy  in  which  the  use  of  the 
gurjun  oil  treatment,  as  recommended  by  Dr. 
Dougall,  was  employed,  and  the  description  of  the 
case  is  made  the  more  attractive  by  the  addition  of 
excellent  photographs  of  most  of  the  patients. 
The  concluding  remarks  by  Mr.  Hillis  will  be  read 
with  interest  by  the  profession  generally  : 

"  Gurjun  oil  is  laxative,  diuretic,  and  alterative, 
and  it  seems  to  exercise  a  specific  action  on  the 
sweat  glands,  as  evidenced  by  the  perspiration  pro- 
duced m  anaesthetic  parts  when  the  remedy  is  tak- 
ing effect.  There  is  always  returning  sensation 
when  this  sweating  occurs.     This  softening  of  the 
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tubercles  I  believe  to  be  due  to  its  alterative  action. 
The  oil,  when  taken  internally,  causes  frequent 
purgings,  and  acts  on  the  kidneys  and  urine  in  the 
same  way  as  balsam  copaiba. 

"Among  the  thirty-two  patients  submitted  to 
this  treatment  during  the  last  nine  months,  a  very 
great  improvement  in  all  the  symptoms  occurred  in 
sixteen  of  the  cases.  Eight  have  had  their  symp- 
toms ameliorated,  and  one  case  so  far  recovered 
that  he  was  enabled  to  return  to  his  family  and 
friends.  In  one  case  the  patient  refused  the  med- 
icine; three  cases  had  to  go  into  hospital,  one  of 
whom  died ;  one  case  became  insane ;  and  there 
were  only  two  cases  in  which  the  oil  had  no  ap- 
preciable effect  on  the  disease.  We  have  therefore 
twenty-five  cases  out  of  a  total  of  thirty-two  greatly 
benefited  by  this  treatment. 

"  I  will  therefore,  in  conclusion,  merely  observe 
that  in  gurjun  oil  we  appear  to  have  a  most  valu- 
able medicine  for  the  treatment  of  leprosy  in  all  its 
forms— one  capable  of  improving  and  retarding  the 
ravages  of  the  disease,  in  some  cases  appearing  to 
cure  it ;  but  whether  this  benefit  will  be  transitory, 
or  whether  the  symptoms  will  return,  can  only  be 
learned  by  further  experience  in  its  use,  and  by  re- 
cording the  clinical  progress  of  these  and  other 
cases  at  this  asylum  and  elsewhere, — Extract  from 
a  paper  on  the  "  Report  on  the  Leper  Asylum 
of  British  Guiana,  for  iSjy,"  by  Gavin  Milroy, 
M.  D.,  in  Med.  Times  and  Gazette. 


Notes  on  Liberian  Drugs,— (E,  M,  Holmes.) 
"  Erysipelas  Plant ;"  Tiaridium  Indicum,  Lehm. 
(Heliotropium  Indicum,  L.)  The  inflamed  part  is 
fomented  with  an  infusion  of  the  leaves,  and 
some  of  the  fresh  leaves  are  steamed  or  bruised 
into  a  pulp,  and  are  applied  to  the  part  or  bound 
round  it.  This  is  repeated  twice  a  day,  and  is 
said  soon  to  reduce  the  inflammation  and  heat.  It 
is  also  used  in  India  as  an  application  to  gum  boils 
and  to  repel  pimples  on  the  face. 

"Dysentery  Plant ;"  Oldettlandiaglobosa,  Hiern., 
also  called  "  Kackeis,"  somewhat  similar  in  prop- 
erties to  ipecacuanha. 

"Abortive  plant;"  Stachytarpheta  Jamaicen- 
sis,  Vahl.  {Verbena  Jamaicensis,  L.)  Used  as 
an  emmenagogue,  under  the  name  of  vervain,  in 
Jamaica ;  in  Brazil,  under  the  name  jarbao,  ur- 
gevao  of  orgibao,  externally  for  healing  ulcers, 
and  internally  for  rheumatism  ;  and  in  Liberia  is 
said  to  be  used  as  an  abortive. 

"  Male  and  Female  Fern  ;  the  fronds  with  fruc- 
tification (male),  or  those  without  sori  (female)  of 
Potypodium  phymatodes,  L.,  are  used  in  nephritis 
and  other  kidney  complaints.  The  female  fern 
also  for  leucorrhoea  and  prolapsus  uteri. 

"  Creani   of  Tartar  Plant :"    Osbeckia  rotundi- 
folia,  Sm.     {Dissostis  plumosa,  Benth.)    Used  by 
the  natives   as   a  diuretic   and  alterative,  just  like 
real  cream  of  tartar  (see  Oliver,  Fl.    Trop    Apr 
11,452).  -^    " 

Kava-Kava  and  its  Blennostatic  Proper- 
ties.— In  a  recent  thesis  on  this  subject,  Dr,  Du- 
puy  states  that  the  kava  plant  contains  a  resin, 
which  seems  to  constitute  its  essential  therapeutic 
principle.  The  following  are  his  conclusions  con- 
cerning its  medicinal  properties : 

1,  Kava-kava  is  a  sialagogue, 

2,  Its  action  on  the  stomach  is  that  of  a  bitter 
tonic  ;  it  improves  the  appetite  without  producing 
either  diarrhoea  or  constipation,  and  perhaps  acts 
as  a  prophylactic  to  catarrhal  affections  of  the  up- 
per part  of  the  digestive  canal.  Its  taste  is  agree- 
able, 

3,  It  exerts  a  special  stimulating  effect  on  the 
central   nervous  system  ;  this    stimulation   differs 
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essentially    from   alcoholic    intoxication,    and    is 
called  by  Dr,  Dupuy  kavaic  stimulation. 

4.  It  is  not  a  sudorific, 

5.  It  increases  very  markedly  the  excretion  of 
water  in  the  urine,  and  may  be  classed  among  the 
most  efficacious  of  diuretics. 

6.  It  does  not  produce  priapism,  as  has  been 
stated,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  prevents  it. 

7-  It  is  endowed  with  remarkable  blennostatic 
properties,  which  manifest  themselves  very  prompt- 
ly. A  chronic  urethral  discharge  is  first  rendered 
more  profuse,  and  is  then  promptly  cured. 

8,  It  is  very  efficacious  in  cases  of  acute  urethri- 
tis or  vaginitis,  calming  the  inflammatory  condi- 
tion, controlling  the  pain  during  micturition,  and 
suppressing  the  muco-purulent  discharge  from  the 
urethro-vesical  mucous  membrane. 

These  results  are  probably  due  to  the  combined 
diuretic  and  blennostatic  actions  of  the  drug. 

The  anti-catarrhal  action  seems  to  be  due  to 
the  resin,  and  the  diuretic  effects  to  a  neutral  crys- 
tallizable  principle  called  kavaine,  and  perhaps 
also  to  an  alkaloid  not  yet  discovered,  whose  pres- 
ence would  explain  more  satisfactorily  the  phe- 
nomena excited  in  the  central  nervous  system,  as 
well  as  the  alterations  in  the  circulation  and  se- 
cretions of  the  uro-genital  apparatus.  It  pos- 
sesses over  other  blennostatic  agents,  according  to 
Dr,  Dupuy,  marked  advantages,  inasmuch  as  it 
produces  neither  diarrhoea  nor  constipation,  is 
taken  with  pleasure,  increases  the  appetite,  relieves 
or  controls  entirely  the  pain  during  micturition 
changes  completely  the  nature  of  the  discharge! 
and  produces  a  cure  in  a  very  short  space  of  time 
—ten  days,— Za  Tribune  Medicate,  April  ijth. 

On  Hydrangea  Azisa\. —Hydrangea  Azisai, 
Siebold  and  Zuccarini,  is  a  beautiful  bush,  belong- 
ing to  the  natural  family  of  saxifragaces.  The 
large  corymbs  all  come  out  into  full  bloom  at  the 
same  time,  covering,  and  in  some  cases  completely 
hiding  the  whole  bush.  The  petals  are  first  of  a 
reddish  or  pinkish  blue,  fading  to  a  soft  light-blue 
when  fully  blown,  and  finally  pale  to  a  soft  white 
tinged  with  blue,  '  I  saw  the  bushes  for  the  first 
time  last  summer,  while  on  a  medical  tour  to  the 
north  of  Lake  Bewa,  None  of  the  bushes  I  saw 
were  over  six  feet  in  height,  and  yet  I  am  told  they 
sometimes  attain  a  height  of  twelve  to  fifteen  feet. 
Those  which  I  saw  were  cultivated  in  gardens  for 
the  beauty  of  their  flowers,  the  owners  being  ig- 
norant of  their  medical  properties. 

The  flowers  of  this  species  of  hydrangea  were 
formerly  much  used,  and  held  in  high  esteem. 
But  the  Japanese  physicians,  with  the  exception  of 
those  v/ho  still  adhere  to  the  old  Chinese  school, 
use  them  now  but  seldom.  They  were  valued  as 
an  antiperiodic  in  malarial  fevers.  The  remedy 
was  exhibited  in  form  of  infusion,  made  from  three 
to  five  corymbs,  according  to  the  size,  in  some 
ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  tepid  water,  the  whole  of 
which  the  patient  had  to  drink  in  the  course  of 
the  day  in  divided  doses.  This  is  said  to  have 
been  equal  to  two  or  three  grains  of  quinine  taken 
twice  a  day.  It  occasionally  arrested  the  malarial 
fever;  but  the  alkaloids  of  Peruvian  bark  have 
now  so  superseded  it,  that  it  is  scarcely  ever  used. 
It  was  also  given  as  a  tonic,  where  quinine  or  gen- 
tian would  be  employed  now,  and  was  besides  ad- 
ministered in  such  complaints  which  were  sup- 
posed to  have  a  malarial  character,  in  consequence 
of  symptoms  of  YttnaAiciiy.— Wallace  Taylor, 
M.  D.,  in  New  York  New  Remedies. 


A  New  Digestive,— In  the  British  Medical 

Journal,  of  the  19th  of  April  last,  under  the  head- 

i  ing  of  a  "  New  Digestive,"  some  remarks  are  in- 
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serted  regarding  the  value  of  papaya  juice.  In 
the  Bengal  Dispensatory,  by  W.  B.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy,  M.  D.,  published  in  1843,  some  particulars 
of  the  natural  order  Papayacea  are  given.  As 
the  work  may  not  be  accessible  in  England,  I  ven- 
ture to  send  the  following  transcript : 

"  A  milky  juice  exudes  on  incision  from  the 
rind.  It  is  deemed  a  powerful  vermifuge  in  the 
Mauritius,  and  the  powder  of  the  seeds — which 
tastes  like  water-cress — is  said  to  possess  like  vir- 
tue. The  milky  juice  very  closely  resembles  white 
of  zg%  in  its  chemical  composition.  It  is  alkaline  ; 
contains  albumen  in  such  quantities  that  it  coagu- 
lates when  heated  to  170°  ;  and  it  putrefies  readi- 
ly, evolving  a  very  unpleasant  odor. 

"  It  is  stated  in  several  works  of  high  authority 
that  tough  meat  rubbed  with  this  juice  becomes 
very  tender  and  fit  for  the  table,  without  any  in- 
jurious property  being  communicated  to  it.  The 
flesh  of  animals  fed  on  the  leaves  and  seeds  is  said 
also  to  be  remarkably  tender.  It  is  even  asserted 
that  dead  animals  hung  from  the  branches  of  the 
tree  undergo  this  alteration.  These  ideas  prevail 
also  in  Bengal,  where  the  Mahommedan  table- 
servants  frequently  use  the  juice  with  the  view  of 
softening  beefsteaks  and  old  fowls.  In  numerous 
experiments  which  we  instituted  we  could  not 
trace  any  well-marked  decisive  effect  of  this  kind. 
Putrefaction  appeared  to  us  to  be  accelerated  by 
contact  with  this  as  well  as  other  albuminous 
fluids.  Just  before  putrefaction  commences,  mus- 
cular fibre  is  doubtless  less  rigid  than  at  any  pre- 
vious time.  It  is  thus  possible  that  we  may  best 
explain  the  effect,  if  any,  produced  by  the  practice 
in  question.  As  to  the  alleged  efficacy  of  suspend- 
ing meat  from  the  tree,  we  are  disposed  to  regard 
it  as  a  mere  popular  delusion. 

"  We  cannot  speak  from  our  own  experience  of 
the  anthelmintic  virtue  of  the  juice.  We  have 
given  it  in  doses  of  from  twenty  to  sixty  drops 
without  observing  any  marked  effects." — C.  J.  H. 
Warden,  Off.  Civil  Surgeon,  Bhagalpore,  in 
British  Medical  Journal. 


The  Uses  of  Chrysophanic  Acid*  or 
Chrysarobin  and  of  Pyrogallic  Acid  in 
Skin  Diseases. — {Kaposi.  Wiener  Med.  Wochen- 
schrift.  Nr.  44,  i8j8;  Jarish.  Wiener  Med. 
Jahrbucher  iv.  Heft.,  iSfS;  Wiener  Med.  Blatte 
Nr.  75  u,  16,  i8j8.)  It  seems  that  the  substance 
lately  considered  to  be  chrysophanic  acid,  and  the 
active  agent  of  goa  powder,  is  really  a  chemical 
combination  of  this  acid  with  different  bodies,  and 
which  Liebermann  has  named  chrysarobin.  Ka- 
posi's experience  with  it  is  similar  to  that  of  most 
of  those  who  have  written  concerning  it.  In  pso- 
riasis it  is  far  more  effective  than  any  known  agent, 
both  in  rapidity  and  certainty  of  cure.  Its  disad- 
vantages, as  staining  the  skin,  and  liability  to  ex- 
cite inflammation  necessitate  caution  in  its  use, 
especially  in  treating  the  face  and  genitals.  Pyro- 
gallic acid  does  not  exercise  such  immediate  and 
rapid  influence  in  most  patients  as  chrysarobin. 
It,  however,  possesses  the  advantages  of  not  ex- 
citing in  the  normal  skin  such  severe  irritation  as 
the  latter.  It  should  be  employed  as  a  ten  per  cent 
ointment.  After  continued  use,  the  healthy  skin 
becomes  colored  brown.  While,  according  to 
Jarish  it  is  less  effective  than  chrysarobin  in  the 
treatment  of  psoriasis,  it  is  in  every  instance  prefer- 
able to  it  in  the  treatment  of  lupus.  For  this  pur- 
pose it  should  be  employed  as  a  ten  per  cent  oint- 
ment continuously  for  three  days ;  the  unvarying 
result  being  the  destruction    of  the  lupus  infiltra- 


*  Goa  powder  is  the  most  abundant  source  of  this  principle,  and 
may  be  substituted  for  it. — Ed. 


tions,  while  leaving  the  intervening  healthy  skin 
almost  unaffected,  just  as  is  the  case  with  Cosme's 
arsenical  paste.  During  the  third  day  of  the  ap- 
plication there  is  a  pain  which  may  become  very 
severe ;  and  pressure  upon  the  cauterized  parts 
may  occasion  much  distress  for  some  time.  Cica- 
trization occurs  in  from  one  to  three  weeks.  It  is 
often  necessary  to  repeat  the  procedure,  on  account 
of  the  well-known  persistency  of  lupus.  The 
scar  resulting  from  pyrogallic  acid  cauterization  is 
smooth,  white  and  pliable.  The  same  treatment 
has  proven  effective  against  hypertrophic  scars, 
such  as  follow  the  destruction  of  lupus  by  the 
usual  cauterizing  agents.  During  the  months  of 
July,  August  and  September,  1878,  pyrogallic  acid 
was  used  at  the  clinic  for  skin  diseases,  in  the 
treatment  of  lupus  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
remedies.  During  this  time  19  cases  of  lupus  out 
of  3 1  were  entirely  cured  or  markedly  improved. 
Jarish  used  the  acid  in  three  cases  of  epithelial 
carcinoma,  but  is  not  prepared  to  pronounce  upon 
its  value  in  this  relation.  He  thinks,  however,  that 
its  influence  upon  this  new  formation  is  not  equal 
to  that  exerted  over  the  soft  infiltrations  of  syphilis 
and  lupus.  Kaposi,  on  the  other  hand,  considers 
it  of  great  value  against  epithelial  carcimona.  — 
Maryland  Medical  Journal. 


Damiana. — We  will  next  ask  attention  to  the 
following  cases  which  have  been  treated  by  elec- 
tricity, and  also  to  the  effect  of  other  remedies,  and 
more  especially  to  damiana.  Before  any  permanent 
effect  can  be  derived  from  damiana,  the  system 
must  be  fully  brought  under  its  influence.  There 
should  be  a  dessert  spoonful  of  the  extract  given 
three  or  four  times  daily,  and  continued  for  one, 
two,  or  three  weeks.  I  regard  it  as  purely  tonic  in 
its  effects  upon  the  nervous  centers  which  preside 
over  the  urino-genital  apparatus.  My  attention 
was  called  to  its  use  by  a  friend  who  obtained  it 
from  the  western  part  of  Mexico.  I  gave  it  to  a 
young  man  (by  way  of  experiment)  who  suffered 
from  a  passive  haemorrhage  from  the  lungs.  The 
tincture  increased  his  appetite  and  improved  his 
digestion,  but  he  was  forced  to  discontinue  its  use 
on  account  of  its  exciting  action  upon  the  urino- 
genital  organs,  causing  increase  in  the  secretion  of 
urine  and  excessive  sexual  desire.     In  the  case  of 

Mr. ,  a  large  athletic  man,  a  specific  effect  was 

produced  after  its  use,  for  nearly  three  weeks.  In 
the  case  of  Mrs.  K.,  sexual  desire  was  increased, 
or  rather  restored  by  the  use  of  a  drachm  of  the 
fluid  extract  twice  a  day  for  three  or  four  weeks. 

The  following  case  exemplifies  the  power  of 
electricity  and  damiana  to  restore  sexual  powers 
and  invigorate  the  general  health  :  It  was  the  case 
of  Mr. ,  aged  55,  who  was  the  subject  of  alco- 
holism, from  which  resulted  impotence,  with  par- 
tial paralysis  and  atrophy  of  the  lower  extremities. 
Tincture  of  damiana  was  given  in  half-ounce  doses 
three  times  a  day,  and  electricity  was  applied  ex- 
ternally. There  was  much  irritation  of  the  spinal 
cord  throughout.  Different  parts  of  the  spinal 
cord  were  subjected  to  the  galvanic  current — the 
coccygeal  spine,  the  nape  of  the  neck,  back  of  the 
ear,  and  through  the  brain  at  the  lambdoidal  sut- 
ures ;  the  current  was  passed  also  over  the  tem- 
poral process,  through  the  pneumo-gastric  and 
sympathetic,  etc.  This  treatment  (continued  a 
year)  resulted  in  the  restoration  of  health  and  sex- 
ual power ;  good  diet  aided  the  cure,  whilst  alco- 
holic drinks  were  forbidden. 

We  have  used  damiana  in  combination  with 
electricity  in  many  cases  of  partial  loss  of  virility 
with  marked  success.  I  have  satisfied  myself  of 
the  power  of  damiana  alone  in  relieving  persons  in 
whom  there   was   reduced  sexual   power,  when   I 
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could  find  no  organic  lesion  of  the  sexual  organs. 
Thus,  I  was  consulted  by  Mr.  F.  W.,  who  com- 
plained of  failure  in  his  effort  at  copulation,  because 
of  partial  loss  of  power  of  erection.  The  history 
of  the  case  showed  the  cause  to  be  excessive  ven- 
ery.  He  was  relieved  by  use  of  damiana  (fluid  ex- 
tract) in  teaspoonful  doses. 

I  was  consulted  by  a  gentleman  who  complained 
of  loss  of  power  and  desire  for  sexual  congress  ; 
he  had  pain  in  the  head — an  indescribable  sensa- 
tion about  the  head.  He  had  much  business 
trouble.  A  free  use  of  damiana  was  followed  by 
marked  improvement. 

Mr. 's  case  presents  some  interesting  points. 

When  in  bed  alone,  his  erections  were  sufficient,  but 
in  company  with  a  woman,  he  utterly  failed  to  per- 
form the  act.  There  was  no  lesion  of  the  organs. 
I  reported  this  case  as  a  failure.  Electricity,  rest, 
cold-bath,  and  the  free  use  of  damiana  utterly  failed. 

In  cases  of  impotence  from  masturbation,  ac- 
companied with  spermatorrhoea,  we  find  morbid 
changes  of  the  vesiculse  seminalis,  jaculatory  ducts, 
bulbous  portion  of  urethra  and  prostate  gland. 
Such  cases  require  surgical  and  special  treatment, 
but  I  have  found  much  advantage  to  result  from  the 
use  of  electricity  and  the  free  use  of  damiana.  These 
agents  possess  a  tonic  power  over  the  nervous 
apparatus  generally,  and  act  most  favorably  upon 
the  nerve  centers  presiding  over  the  functions  of 
the  urino-genital  organs.  I  do  not  hesitate,  from  my 
experience  in  the  use  of  damiana,  to  continue  my 
recommendation  of  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  pro- 
fession, asking,  for  the  genuine  article,  a  fair  trial. 

I  will  conclude  this  article  by  asking  attention  to 
the  application  of  electricity  in  diagnosticating  the 
condition  of  the  urethral  canal,  and  long,  dark  pass- 
ages which  have  undergone  organic  changes  from 
the  effects  of  disease.  A  silver  or  silver-plated 
sound  must  be  used,  lubricated  with  a  saturated 
solution  of  fresh  iodized  oil.  This  sound  is  to  be 
passed  into  the  urethra  and  then  connected  with 
the  positive  pole  of  the  galvanic  battery ;  the  neg- 
ative pole  is  attached  to  a  large,  fine  sponge,  satu- 
rated with  a  solution  of  chloride  of  sodium.  The 
sponge  is  to  be  applied' to  the  sacral  spine,  or  pe- 
rineum. After  the  lapse  of  three  to  five  minutes, 
the  sound  is  withdrawn,  when  the  shape  and  size  of 
the  ulcers  will  be  found  to  have  been  shadowed 
upon  the  sound  by  a  deposit  of  iodide  of  silver. — 
Extract  from  paper  read  before  the  Baltimore 
Medical  atid  Surgical  Society,  September,  l8yg, 
by  John  J.  Caldwell,  M.  D. 

Rhus  Aromatica. — The  above,  though  new  to 
the  medical  world,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  has 
been  thoroughly  tested  and  its  therapeutical  pow- 
ers proven,  by  our  family  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  it  may  seem  strange  that  a  rem- 
edy so  long  in  use,  and  one  that  has  been  used  suc- 
cessfully and  extensively,  by  at  least  a  half  dozen 
physicians  in  our  family,  should  be  left  for  the 
writer  to  introduce  to  the  profession  at  this  late  day. 

If  those  interested  will  turn  to  page  203  of 
"  Wood's  Class-Book  of  Botany,"  they  will  find  a 
short  description  of  rhus  aromatica ;  suffice  to  say 
it  is  of  the  family  of  sumach,  and  the  third  species 
of  rhus.  As  I  have  already  stated,  it  has  been 
known  to  our  family  as  a  valuable  medicine  for 
many  years.  For  several  years  after  its  discovery 
it  was  used  exclusively  in  the  treatment  of  all  ex- 
cessive discharges  from  the  kidneys  and  bladder, 
especially  diabetes.  As  regards  the  forms  in  which 
the  remedy  has  been  used,  until  within  the  past  ten 
years  it  was  used  in  the  form  of  a  decoction  and 
powder,  but  latterly  it. has  been  used  in  the  form 
of  a  saturated  tincture ;  the  dose  of  the  latter  has 
varied  from  one  drop  to  a  half  teaspoonful,  and  for 


the  last  two  years  I  have  rarely  used  a  larger  dose 
than  ten  drops.  And  now,  to  illustrate  the  action 
of  the  rhus  aromatica  on  the  economy,  I  will  select 
a  few  cases  that  have  come  under  my  personal  ob- 
servation, saying  nothing  of  the  many  brilliant 
cures  that  have  been  effected  with  this  remedy,  by 
those  more  competent  than  myself. 

Diabetes. — Some  months  ago  I  was  called  sev- 
eral miles  from  my  office  to  see  a  lady  who  was 
said  to  be  in  a  critical  condition  by  her  physician 
and  friends  ;  mother  of  four  children,  aged  34,  tall, 
spare  made,  dark  hair,  skin  and  eyes.  I  found  her 
confined  to  her  bed,  though  she  was  able  to  go 
about  the  house  at  times.  The  following  was  her 
condition :  skin  sallow,  eyes  sunken,  pulse  feeble 
and  quick,  temperature  100 j^°,  loss  of  flesh,  slight 
cough,  and  sometimes  niglit  sweats,  appetite  vari- 
able, sometimes  ravenous  and  sometimes  not  so 
good ;  thirst,  more  or  less,  all  the  time ;  bowels 
sometimes  constipated  and  sometimes  the  con- 
trary condition  was  present ;  there  was  also  a  gen- 
eral sense  of  lassitude  and  languor.  The  history 
of  the  case  revealed  the  fact  that  several  months 
previously  her  attention  was  first  attracted  by  fre- 
quent calls  to  urinate,  and  that  she  was  compelled 
to  get  up  at  night  to  void  large  quantities  of  urine  ; 
this  condition  of  things  had  been  steadily  increas- 
ing, until  she  was  compelled  to  abandon  her  ordin- 
ary household  duties.  Under  the  usual  tests  the 
urine  revealed  a  large  saccharine  deposit,  specific 
gravity  103 1.  I  left  an  ounce  vial  of  a  saturated 
tincture  of  rhus  aromatica,  and  ordered  her  to  take 
ten  drops  every  four  hours,  and  report  in  a  week. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  her  husband  re- 
ported that  the  amount  of  urine  voided  was  greatly 
diminished,  and  that  she  appeared  greatly  improved 
in  every  respect,  except  she  was  troubled  with  con- 
siderable pain  and  soreness  over  region  of  kidneys  ; 
in  addition  I  gave  him  a  box  of  irritating  plaster, 
which  I  ordered  prepared,  and  to  be  worn  over 
kidneys  until  the  desired  result  was  obtained  ;  no 
other  medicine  was  necessary,  the  dose  of  rhus  ar- 
omatica being  varied  from  time  to  time  as  necessity 
required  ;  this,  together  with  proper  bathing,  cloth- 
ing, exercise,  and  above  all,  proper  diet,  carefully 
avoiding  anything  that  favored  the  sugar-forming 
processes  in  the  body,  completed  treatment.  At  the 
expiration  of  four  months  my  patient  was  enjoying 
reasonable  health  and  has  remained  so  to  the  pres- 
ent. 

Enuresis,  arising  either  from  atony  of  the  mus- 
cular, or  irritation  of  nervous  fibers,will  be  promptly 
met  by  the  rhus  aromatica.  I  have  relieved  many 
cases  in  which  the  patient  was  unable  to  restrain 
the  urine  to  normal  distention  of  the  bladder,  and 
others  who  were  unable  to  prevent  constant  drib- 
bling of  the  urine  which  rendered  them  filthy  and 
disagreeable,  not  only  to  themselves  but  to  those 
around  them,  virtually  debarring  them  from  society. 
And  if  there  is  a  specific  for  that  troublesome  con- 
dition which  we  so  often  meet  in  children,  that  of 
"bed-wetting,"  we  certainly  have  it  in  the  rhus  ar- 
omatica. Let  one  or  two  illustrations  suffice.  The 
mother  of  John  D.,  aged  five  years,  called  January 
3d,  stating  that  two  years  previous  her  little  boy 
suffered  from  a  severe  attack  of  scarlet  fever,  and 
ever  since  he  had  been  more  or  less  unable  to  con- 
trol his  urine,  and  for  the  past  few  months  he  had 
little  or  no  control  over  it  at  all,  further,  that  he 
would  wet  the  bed  two  or  three  times  during  the 
night,  and  himself  during  the  day.  She  further 
stated  that  she  had  tried  several  doctors,  and  al- 
most every  remedy  that  had  been  suggested  to  her, 
for  the  disagreeable  malady,  and  all  without  per- 
manent benefit.  The  case  had  now  become  almost 
alarming  and  she  wanted  "something  done."  I 
accordingly  gave  an  ounce  vial  of  the  first  dilution 
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of  rhus  aromatica  and  ordered  ten  drops  given 
three  times  a  day,  and  to  have  him  empty  his  blad- 
der before  retiring,  and  to  get  up  immediately  on 
feeling  an  inclination  to  urinate.  Improvement 
was  rapid  ;  at  the  expiration  of  six  weeks  the  morn- 
ing and  noon  doses  were  discontinued,  dose  at 
night  continued,  at  the  end  of  three  months  I  pro- 
nounced my  patient  cured. 

Was  called  to  see  Mr.  T.,  aged  51,  Nov.  13, 
1878,  for  more  than  a  year  he  had  been  unable  to 
prevent  an  almost  constant  dribbling  of  urine, 
which  rendered  his  existence  miserable,  rendering 
him  unfit  to  associate  with  those  around  him  be- 
cause of  the  disagreeable  and  offensive  odor  pro- 
duced by  constant  urination.  There  was  also-  a 
general  debilitated  condition  of  his  whole  system  ; 
appetite  and  bowels  irregular,  palpitation,  skin  sal- 
low, pain  in  back  and  loins,  pulse  soft  and  feeble, 
tongue  purple,  or  bluish  red. — '^.  Tinct.  mur.  iron, 
3  ii,  Tinct.  nux  vom.,  gtt.  xv,  simple  syrup,  3  vi. 
M.  Sig.,  ten  drops  after  each  meal.  For  the  urinary 
trouble,  rhus  aromatica  §  i,  ten  drops  at  8,11,  3, 
and  7  o'clock  each  day.  Improvement  was  marked 
from  the  beginning,  and  after  eight  weeks  he  was 
able  to  hold  his  urine  to  normal  distention  of  the 
bladder,  and  ultimately  a  cure  was  accomplished. 

The  great  superiority  of  this  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diabetes  and  enuresis  led  to  its  use  in  other 
abnormal  conditions  of  the  urinary  and  genital  or- 
gans, viz.,  hematuria,  uterine  hemorrhage,  menor- 
rhagia,  leucorrhea  and  other  excessive  discharges 
accompanied  by  a  relaxed  condition  of  the  uterus. 
I  have  found  the  remedy  to  act  well  in  hematuria 
arising  from  various  causes  ;  it  will  be  found  a  fine 
remedy  in  hemorrhage  of  the  kidneys  arising  from 
a  general  diseased  condition  of  the  blood,  accom- 
panied by  general  debility,  that  form  which  some- 
times precedes  Bright's  disease,  and  it  will,  many 
times,  relieve  the  same  arising  from  falls,  blows, 
calculus,  etc.  A  friend  of  mine.  Dr.  Gray,  has  re- 
lieved two  cases  of  chronic  hematuria  with  the 
rhus  arom.,  which  he  could  not  manage  with  any 
other  remedy.  I  was  also  highly  delighted  with  its 
action  in  uterine  hemorrhage,  indeed  I  have  given 
it  a  place  in  my  obstetric  case.  I  regard  it  inferior 
to  no  remedy,  I  use  it  in  the  same  capacity  as  cin- 
namon, erigeron,  ergot,  etc.,  the  dose  varying  from 
five  to  twenty  drops  of  the  tincture,  according  to 
the  urgency  of  the  case.     I  have  many  times  relied 


upon  this  remedy  alone  in  urgent  cases,  hence  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  pronounce  the  rhus  aromatica  a 
remedy  among  the  first  in  obstetric  practice.  My 
father.  Dr.  F.  McClanahan,  uses  this  remedy  largely 
in  all  active  and  passive  hemorrhages,  whether 
from  lungs,  kidneys,  bowels,  or  uterus,  and  his  ex- 
perience is  that  there  is  no  remedy  of  greater 
efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  hemorrhage  of  the  kid- 
neys and  uterus,  especially  post-partum  hemor- 
rhage. Furthermore,  after  twenty-five  years'  ex- 
perience with  the  rhus  aromatica  he  is  very  em- 
phatic in  saying  that  the  curative  powers  of  the 
remedy  for  each  of  the  above  described  conditions 
cannot  be  too  highly  estimated.  For  the  last  three 
years  I  have  used  this  remedy  largely  in  minor  dis- 
eases of  children ;  time  and  space  will  not  admit 
of  further  examples,  hence  I  will  only  describe  the 
conditions  to  which  it  is  applicable  :  stools  profuse, 
skin  cool  and  sallow,  pulse  small  and  feeble,  loss 
of  flesh,  abdomen  flabby,  tongue  pale,  trembling 
and  moist,  trembling  in  lower  limbs,  general  sense 
of  lassitude  and  languor ;  dose  for  infants,  ten  to 
twenty  drops  in  a  half  glass  of  water,  teaspoonful 
as  often  as  necessary ;  dose  for  children,  perhaps 
five  drops  of  the  first  dilution. 

The  above,  I  believe,  completes  the  ranee  of 
action  of  the  rhus  aromatica  on  the  economy,  so  far 
far  as  I  know  it.  In  offering  this  remedy  to  the 
profession,  I  do  so  from  a  firm  conviction  that  it 
has  great  power  over  certain  processes  of  disease, 
which  will  render  it  a  valuable  addition  to  our  ma- 
teria medica.  I  am  positive,  that  so  far  as  my  ex- 
perience with  the  remedy  has  gone,  its  effects  have 
been  uniform  and  certain,  and  where  I  have  made 
failures,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  remedy,  but  be- 
cause my  case  was  not  well  chosen. 

I  neglected  to  state  in  the  proper  place  that  my 
grandfather.  Dr.  John  Gray  (now  dead),  who  was 
celebrated  in  these  parts,  years  ago,  for  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs, 
used  this  remedy  alike  in  diabetes  and  albuminuria 
and  with  equal  success ;  my  father's  experience  has 
been  about  the  same.  My  experience  in  this  re- 
gard has  been  limited  because  of  a  lack  of  oppor- 
tunity ;  however,  I  have  tested  the  remedy  in  one 
case  of  incipient  albuminuria  with  success.  I  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  applicable  to  albumi- 
nuria.—  7.  T.  McClanahan,  M.  D.,  in  Eclectic 
Medical  yournal. 


Editor's  Notes. 


Applications  for  the  Chicago  Medical  Gazette 
should  be  made  directly  to  the  publisher  of  that 
journal.  Dr.  E.  C.  Dudley,  and  not  to  us,  as  some 
of  our  subscribers  understood  from  our  reference 
last  month.  Dr.  Dudley's  present  address  is  70 
Monroe  street,  Chicago,  111.  Especial  attention  is 
solicited  to  the  prospectus  of  the  Gazette,  as 
printed  in  the  advertising  department  of  the  pres- 
ent number  of  New  Preparations. 

Brother  Connor,  of  the  Detroit  Lancet,  in- 
forms his  editorial  brethren  in  his  September  issue, 
that  "  he  represents  neither  Church,  State,  College, 
Medical  societies,  or  the  American  College  Asso- 
ciation." He  simply  "  represents  himself,  speaks 
for  himself,  and  is  personally  responsible  for  all 
his  statements."  We  would  not  allude  to  this,  but 
for  the  fact  that  in  a  preceding  editorial  in  the 
same  number,  he  states  that  in  the  State  Lunatic 


Asylum  in  Pontiac,  a  division  of  labor  is  made. 
The  medical  superintendent  to  take  charge  of  the 
lunatics  medically,  and  the  other  matters  pertaining 
to  the  kitchen,  laundry,  farm,  etc.,  to  be  seen  to  by 
a  non-medical,  or  business  man.  The  facts  are, 
that  the  Trustees  have  made  no  such  division.  The 
hospital  steward  essayed  unsuccessfully  to  make  it, 
and  the  Trustees  at  the  late  meeting  accepted  his 
resignation,  and  the  medical  superintendent  has 
full  authority  over  all  the  departments. 

Our  editorial  brother  has  evidently  made  a  mi":- 
take  in  going  into  the  "  close  corporation  business," 
and  we  opine  the  readers  of  the  Detroit  Lancet 
would  be  more  interested  in  a  ivee  bit  broader 
"  representation." 

Prof.  Grainger  Stewart,  delivering  an  ad- 
dress to  the  graduates  in  medicine  at  the  University 
of  Edinburgh  the  other  day,  told  of  a  practitioner 
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who,  when  asked  forty  years  ago  whether  he  be- 
lieved in  phrenology,  replied,  "  1  never  keep  it — (he 
had  a  shop) — and  I  never  use  it,  but  I  think  it 
highly  probable  that  if  given  frequently,  and  in 
liberal  doses,  it  may  be  useful  in  irregular  gout." 

An  Unworthy  Medical  College.  —  At  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of 
Health,  it  was  resolved  to  reject  the  diplomas  of 
the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  of 
which  "  Prof."  J.  M.  Scudder,  M.  D.,  is  Dean,  this 
college  being  regarded  by  the  authorities  as  an 
unfit  body  to  hold  the  important  trust  of  certifying 
to  the  qualifications  of  medical  practitioners.  That 
the  Board  is  animated  by  no  antipathy  to  eclecti- 
cism as  a  system  of  practice,  is  manifest  from  the 
fact  that  it  receives  and  recognizes  the  diplomas  of 
reputable  eclectic  colleges.  This  action  of  the 
Board  is  important,  and  will  be  borne,  in  mind  by 


young  men  about  to  enter  upon  the  study  of 
medicine.  The  medical  diploma  is  the  physician's 
capital,  and,  hke  a  woman's  virtue,  it  must  be 
above  suspicion. 

New  Drugs. — Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to 
make  concerning  the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please 
to  send  to  us  ;  if  we  cannot  readily  answer  it  our- 
selves, we  will  give  it  publication.  Some  one  out 
of  our  many  thousand  readers  will  undoubtedly  be 
able  to  give  you  the  information  you  wish. 

Correspondence. — If  you  have  an  unusually 
interesting  case  to  offer,  write  its  history  in  detail 
for  the  Original  Department,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 


Publisher's  Notes. 


Subscriptions. 

The  subscription  price  for  New  Preparations 
for  1880  will  be  one  dollar.  Subscribers  for  1880, 
who  remit  before  January  ist,  will  receive  all  num- 
bers for  1 879  issued  subsequent  to  their  remittance, 
free  of  charge. 

Back  numbers  (1877-78),  each  10  cents.  Back 
numbers,  bound — Vols.  I  and  II — paper  cover,  40 
cents;  board  covers,  75  cents  per  volume.  The 
January,  1878,  number  is  now  out  of  print. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  New  Preparations 
(monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi- 
monthly) for  one  year  to  any  address.  For  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  the  New  Preparations 
and  Detroit  Lancet,  and  for  four  dollars,  the 
three  journals  for  one  year  to  one  address.  The 
Medical  News  alone  is  one  dollar  per  year,  and 
the  Detroit  Lancet,  three  dollars. 

About  November  15th,  send  for  our  prospectus, 
giving  reduced  prices  for  nearly  every  medical 
journal  published  in  this  country  and  Europe,  and 
for  the  leading  scientific  and  popular  literary  mag- 
azines. 

Correspondence. 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 
ent inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  complaint  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

We  shall  continue  next  year  the  reports  of  prac- 
titioners upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  no- 
tice, and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  of  New  Preparations 
become  subscribers,  and  hope  they  will  send  in  their 
remittances  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that  we  may 
have  our  mail  list  in  readiness  for  the  next  issue. 
By  subscribing  now  for  1880,  you  obtain  all  the 
remaining  numbers  for  1879  free,  and  secure  that 
prompt  attention  which  it  is  impossible  to  grant  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.    When 


possible  inclose  your  printed  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charge,  if  both  publications 
are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  pubhcations  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Henry  C.  Lea,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  we  must  here- 
after charge  their  list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional 
for  New  Preparations,  as  they  no  longer  make 
the  usual  trade  discounts  to  any  publishers.  To 
save  you  the  annoyance  of  making  two  remittances 
we  will,  however,  be  responsible  for  your  payment 
reaching  them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance 
for  New  Preparations. 

Our  prospectus,  issued  November  15,  will  con- 
tain a  list  of  premiums  and  other  matters  of  interest. 
A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 
a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $1.00  for  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  or  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another's  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  claim,  both  the  premium  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbing  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  wish  to  employ  agents  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Active  men,  possessing  tact  for  such  work, 
can  make  it  pay.  Traveling  men  and  all  whose 
business  brings  them  in  contact  with  physicians 
can  do  well  in  canvassing  for  us,  and  the  work 
is  easy,  honorable,  and  requires  no  capital.  Write 
to  the  publisher,  stating  your  qualifications  for  can- 
vassing and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  will  be 
glad  to  correspond  with  you.  Physicians  and  drug 
clerks,  whose  duties  will  permit  them  to  give  this 
matter  a  portion  of  their  time,  may  add  a  pleasing 
sum  to  their  income  under  our  liberal  terms.  All 
are  invited  to  communicate  with  us,  and  we  will 
furnish  sample  copies,  gratis,  and  full  information 
as  to  terms.  Now  is  a  favorable  time  for  beginning 
the  canvass  for  next  year,  as  we  offer  all  such  sub- 
scribers the  forthcoming  numbers  for  the  present 
•^t&r  free. 
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Professional  and  Business  Chances. 

Business  Chances.— Under  this  head  we  will  be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  not  more  than  four  lines  from  any  physician  or 
druggist  who  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  property.  These  brief  notices  should  state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value, 
reasons  for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  offer  enables  physicians  and  druggists  wishing  to  change  their  location  to  bring  the 
matter  free  of  expense  to  the  notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to  purchase.  The  circulation  of  New  Preparations 
is  already  very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes  to  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  to 
Canada  and  Great  Britain. 

Please  note  our  request  that  each  advertiser  will  advise  us  as  soon  as  the  advertisement  has  achieved  Its  purpose. 

On  account  of  limited  space,  we  will  hereafter  be  compelled  to  decline  advertisements  in  excess  of  four  lines.  Adver- 
tisers hereafter  must  name  some  address  other  than  this  journal.     (Box  641.) 


PHYSICIAN-I.OCATION.— A  good  location  for  a  good 
physician  and  surgeon,  in  one  of  the  finest  farming 
districts  in  Illinois.  Value  of  property,  $2,500,  cost  over 
$3,000.  Reason,  health.  Terms  easy.  Address,  with  stamp, 
Dr.  J.  G.  Harvey,  Grove  City,  Christian  Co.,  111. 

FOR  SAIiE.— Drug  stock  and  fixtures,  valued  at  $5,000. 
Located  in  the  finest  farming  county  in  the  west;  terri- 
tory large,  and  good  trade;  good  reasons  for  selling,  For 
terms  and  particulars  address  Lock  box  499,  Marshall,  Minn. 

FOR  SALE  — A  GOOD  CHANCE  FOR  INVEST- 
MENT.—Drugs  and  furniture  for  store,  stock  small, 
can  be  made  a  paying  business;  an  excellent  location  for  a 
physician;  will  seU  residence  and  108V^  acres  of  land  with 
same,  terms  reasonable.    Address, 

Dr.  J.  Hendricks,  Waelder,  Gonzales  Co.,  Texas. 

PHYSICIAN'S  LOCATION.— For  $200  I  will  sell  my 
practice  worth  $2,000  a  year.  Location  one  of  the  best 
towns  in  southwestern  Iowa.  Will  sell  office  furniture  if 
desired.  Stay  three  months  and  help  parties  to  practice. 
Satisfactory  reasons  given  for  wanting  to  sell.  Address 
Physician,  Box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

LOCATION  — PHYSICIAN.  — Good  house,  barn,  two 
acres  of  land,  plenty  of  fruit,  and  a  practice  of  $2,500 
a  year,  in  a  thriving  village,  for  sale  for  what  the  place  is 
worth.  Reason  for  selling,  want  to  remove  to  the  city. 
Address,  Box  24,  Milan,  Mich. 


FOR  SAIiE. — A  drug  and  book  store,  in  one  of  the  best 
counties  of  Iowa.    Stock  clean,  new  and  small  ;  rent 
low,  location  best  in  town.    Good  reasons  given.    Address, 
"B,"  care  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

DRUG  STORE.— Drug  store  for  sale,  75  miles  from  New 
York;  fine  city,  good  trade  and  elegant  store.    Poor 
health  is  why  offered.    Sales  about  $40  a  day.    Refer  to 
Jennings,  218  Greenwich  street,  New  York. 


WANTED. — A  German  partner  to  engage  in  the  drug 
and  liquor  business.    Business  already  established, 
capital  required,  $1,000.    Address,  P.  O.  box  121,  Deshler,  O. 

PHYSICIAN— LOCATION — A  good  paying  practice, 
office,  books  and  furniture,  good  dwelling-house, 
orchard  and  shrubbery,  two  good  store  houses,  fifty-five 
acres  of  land  in  good  cultivation  in  edge  of  town.  Will  sell 
all  or  part  ;  cause,  dechning  health,  being  now  nearly  fifty- 
four  years  old,  and  in  the  practice  over  twenty  five  years. 
Address,  J.  R.  Pack,  M.  D.,  Hermitage,  Hickory  Co.,.  Mo. 


FOR  SALE To  physician  wishing  a  very  desirable 
country  practice  and  an  excellent  village  home,  con- 
sisting of  No.  1  fi'ame  dwelling,  seven  rooms,  well  finished, 
with  all  modern  conveniences — wells  and  cisterns,  }^  acre 
of  ground  well  fenced,  abundance  of  fruit.  Office  on  alley, 
ten  feet  from  residence.  Stables  roomy  and  convenient. 
Location,  near  Delaware,  O.  Reasons,  wishes  to  retire  from 
practice.    For  all  particulars,  address, 

Crawford  &  Horr,  Delaware,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE.— A  good  sized  brick  house,  new  and  large 
bam,  nearly  one  acre  of  land,  variety  of  fi-uit,  located 
in  a  small  village  8  miles  west  of  Jackson ;  has  a  seminary, 
no  saloons;  a  rich  farming  town  with  no  other  physician  m 
It.  Cost  of  building  and  lot  $3,300,  will  sell  for  $2,200,  one- 
fourth  down,  remainder  on  time,  with  security.  Reason  I 
make  the  great  sacrifice,  am  78  years  old  and  a  sick  wife. 
Address,  G.  R.  Powers,  M.  D.,  Spring  Arbor,  Jackson  Co., 
Mich. 

PHYSICIAN— PARTNER  WANTED A  young  man 
of  integrity  and  good  morals,  possessed  of  energy  and 
intelligence,  in  good  professional  standing,  to  assist  one  in 
a  large  and  growing  practice  in  an  interior  town  of  Texas. 
Address.                      F.  C.  W.  M.,  Box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

FOR  SALE— Drug  store  and  fixtures  at  a  bargain,  with 
or  without  building.  Will  take  $300  for  stock  and  fix- 
tures—about one-half  their  value.  Reasons  for  selling,  I 
wish  to  devote  my  whole  attention  to  practice.  Location, 
Ashley,  111.    Enquire  of  G.  W.  Thompson,  M.  D.,  Ashley,  111. 


PHYSICIAN'S   LOCATION For  sale,  in  a  thriving 
town,  a  first  class  medical  library,  surgical  instruments, 
and  appliances,  office,  furniture  and  good  will  of  lucrative 
practice.    Price  moderate  ;  terms  easy.    Address, 

Medicus,  Havre  de  Grace,  Harford  Co.,  Maryland. 


FOR  SALE.— A  good  location  and  well  established  prac- 
tice in  Western  Ohio,  worth  $4,000  a  year;  good  pikes, 
rich  county.  $2,500,  half  cash,  will  buy  the  practice  and  one 
of  the  newest  and  'nicest  'and  best  improved  pieces  of  prop- 
erty in  the  village.    Those  who  have  the  cash  address 

H.  C.  Godfrey,  M.  D.,  Sidney,  O. 


FOR  SALE.— To  physician  a  good  two-story  house, 
barn,  four  lots  and  good  practice  in  a  town  of  3,000  in- 
habitants in  Northern  Illinois,  on  the  Mississippi  river.  Cost 
$2,500  ;  will  sell  for  $1,600  cash.  Reason  for  selling,  wish  to 
go  south  on  account  of  health.    Address, 

A.  W.,  Box  641,  Detroit. 


FOR  SALE.— Drag  and  book  store,  stock  fresh  and  new, 
with  a  good  run  of  business  and  a  good  paying  prac- 
tice ;  amount  of  practice  and  sale  of  drugs  about  $8,000  per 
year,  with  good  storehouse  and  nice  cottage  residence,  in 
the  most  desirable  location  in  town,  with  two  acres  of  land, 
good  barn  and  all  necessary  outbuildings,  fine  orchard,  etc., 
all  in  good  repair.  I  will  sell  the  above  property,  with  250 
acres  of  land  near  town,  for  $3,500,  half  cash,  balance  in 
twelve  months.  Louisville,  Miss.;  is  situated  m  the  interior 
of  the  State,  has  good  schools  and  good  society,  exempt 
from  yellow  fever,  etc.    Address, 

W.  D.  Corn  well,  M.  D.,  Louisville,  Mississippi. 
Reason  for  selling  wish   to  engage  in  orange  culture  in 
Florida. 

A  PHYSICIAN  and  Surgeon,  who  has  been  ten  years 
in  the  United  States  service,  but  for  the  last  few 
yeare  in  a  paying  specialty,  desires  a  young  physician  as  a 
partner  to  locate  in  a  southern  city.  About  $500  will  be  re- 
quired. Address,  Dr.  C.  C.  Castle,  care  Schuster  &  Fitts, 
No.  89  W.  Water  street,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

LIBRARY — A  young  physician— graduate  of  a  regular 
school — desires  to  form  some  connection  with  an  old 
practitioner  possessing  a  large  library,  until  such  time  as  he 
may  acquire  the  age,  experience  and  means  to  enable  him 
to  start  alone.    Address  P.  O.  Box  201,  Trenton,  Mo. 

EUROPE.— A  young  medical  man,  contemplating  three 
years'  residence  in  Europe,  desires  to  correspond  with 
parties  requiring  an  agent  abroad.    Address, 

Medicus,  P.  O.  Box  451,  London,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE.— A  good  paying  practice  in  the  finest  farm- 
ing district  of  Illinois,  together  with  office,  drugs,  horse 
and  buggy  for  what  they  are  worth.  A  good  home  to  sell 
or  rent  cheap.    Terms  easy  ;  reason  health.    Address, 

W.  C.  M.,  Box  512,  Lincoln,  lU. 


FOR  SALE.— Location  and  a  practice  of  $2,500  a  year, 
situated  in  a  pleasant  seaside  village,  and  no  competi- 
tion. One  acre  or  more  of  ground,  large  story  and  half 
house  and  L,  with  stable,  all  finely  finished  and  recently 
painted.  Will  sell  all  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  or  sell 
practice  and  rent  the  premises.  Terms  easy.  Reason  for 
selMng  wish  to  move  to  a  larger  place.  For  fui'ther  particu- 
lars address,  with  stamp, 

T.  J.  Batchelder,  M.  D.,  Sun-y,  Maine. 

FOR  SALE  AT  A  BARGAIN.— The  good  will  and 
business  of  an  established  city  and  country  practice 
will  be  given  to  any  one  who  will  purchase  the  property, 
viz.,  a  good  house  (10  rooms)  and  lot  pleasantly  located  in 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  cities  in  Northwest- 
ern Pennsylvania;  population  6,000,  four  railroads,  best  of 
society.  Satisfactory  reasons  given  for  selling.  Terms 
easy.    Address, 

R.  D.,  P.  O.  Box  950,  Corry,  Penn. 

TX/'II'I'  TRADE  new  brick  residence  on  main  street, 
V  T      value  $2,000,  for  stock  of  drugs.    Answer  soon. 

Dr.  E.  F.  Beogel,  Dunku-k,  Ohio. 
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Original  Communications. 


Diphtheria. 

Notes  on  a  Lecture  before  the  class  at  the 

Detroit  Medical  College,  September  loth,   1879, 

By  Dr.  E.  L.  Shurly. 

(Reported  by  a  member  of  the  class.) 

HIS  disease  has  existed  for  many  centuries, 
but   in   the  accounts  of  it  by  the  earlier 
sy/      writers  it  was  mixed  with  scarlet  fever. 

Q  An  epidemic  of  it  in  France  was  investi- 

gated by  Brettaneau,  and  the  results  of  his  observa- 
tions published.  We  have  accounts  of  epidemics 
of  it  in  Holland  and  Spain,  and  in  those  countries 
great  numbers  of  persons  fell  victims  to  the 
disease.  We  have  also  had  epidemics  of  it  in  this 
country. 

Among  all  the  diseases  of  which  we  have  knowl- 
edge there  is  none  involved  in  so  much  contro- 
versy as  is  this. 

Its  etiology  is  enshrouded  in  mystery,  one  class 
of  observers  strongly  holding  to  its  local  origin, 
and  another  as  strongly  insisting  that  it  is  a  con- 
stitutional disease  of  which  the  throat  and  mouth 
symptoms  are  but  a  localized  manifestation. 

It  occurs  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  but  is  more 
prone  to  come  in  the  fall  of  the  year.  It  occurs  in 
persons  of  all  ages  and  sexes,  and  is  prone  to  at- 
tack those  who  are  run  down  and  debilitated  ;  those 
who  live  under  bad  hygienic  conditions,  both  in 
the  cities  and  in  the  country  districts,  some  of  the 
worst  cases  occurring  in  the  country  and  smaller 
towns  where  the  drainage  is  deficient,  or  at  the 
best  very  poor,  leaving  pools  of  stagnant  water  on 
the  surface.  Its  attacks  are  invited  by  catarrhs, 
and  in  those  suffering  from  sore  throat. 

As  to  what  the  disease  is,  as  before  stated,  is  a 
matter  of  much  controversy,  many  eminent  physi- 
cians maintaining  the  local  theory,  and  others, 
equally  eminent,  expounding  the  theory  of  its  con- 
stitutional origin  with  a  local  manifestation  or  ex- 
pression. 

Those  who  believe  in  the  constitutional  origin 
base  their  belief  on  the  course  of  the  disease,  and 
that  death  is  produced  the  same  as  in  other  sys- 
temic diseases,  pointing  to  the  fact  that  patients 
die  in  a  very  short  time  after  the  attack,  with 
strongly  marked  symptoms  of  profound  constitu- 
tional disturbance,  without  the  local  manifesta- 
tions in  some  instances. 

The  localists  believe  that  it  is  due  to  a  germ 
setting  up  a  ferment  that  pervades  the  system  in 
a  similar  manner  to  other  zymotic  diseases. 

One   of  the  strongest  advocates  of  this  latter 


belief  is  Oertel,  who  has  studied  the  disease  faith- 
fully by  the  aid  of  the  microscope  and  otherwise, 
who  believes,  and  apparently  demonstrates  (and 
others  have  verified  his  discoveries),  the  presence 
of  micrococci  in  the  tissues  about  the  seat  of  le- 
sion, which  burrow  through  the  tissues  into  the 
lymphatic  vessels,  thus  infecting  the  blood.  As 
the  disease  abates  and  is  passing  off  other  bac- 
teria are  found,  but  they  are  not  always  present. 
Micrococci  are  always  present  at  all  stages  of  the 
disease. 

The  life  of  the  fungus  producing  the  disease  is 
dependent  upon  the  life  of  the  disease,  and  when 
that  is  done,  these  peculiar  germs  disappear. 
These  claims  appear  to  be  substantiated  in  a  great 
measure  by  the  fact  that  the  disease  often  appears 
to  be  entirely  localized,  and  does  not  produce  con- 
stitutional symptoms,  although  the  latter  are  gen- 
erally present.  If  it  is  a  disease  of  local  origin,  all 
our  energies  must  be  bent  to  the  destruction  of  the 
cause.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx  be- 
ing lined  with  pavement  epithelium,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  offer  a  preferable  nidus  to  micrococci, 
while  that  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  is  lined  with 
ciliated  epithelium,  offers  an  explanation  for  the 
usual  commencement  of  the  disease  in  the  former 
locality. 

I  believe  in  the  local  origin  of  diphtheria  to  a 
great  extent,  but  where  we  have  the  infection  in 
such  a  severe  degree  that  death  ensues  within 
twenty-four  hours,  the  place  of  inoculation  (from 
want  of  time),  is  not  followed  (often)  by  the  pecul- 
iar exudation. 

Thus,  as  in  many  cases  of  severe  epidemics,  it  is 
possible  that  such  great  numbers  of  germs  are 
present,  as  to  produce  death  before  the  systemic 
effects  have  had  a  chance  to  manifest  themselves. 
Such  belief  is  growing  in  the  profession,  but  can 
not  be  demonstrated. 

We  have  three  or  four  varieties  of  the  disease 
differing  in  degree,  and  it  is  from  the  want  of  keep- 
ing this  fact  in  view  that  much  trouble  arises.  We 
have  one  form,  simply  catarrhal,  the  symptoms  all 
mild  and  the  exudate  taking  place  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent and  slowly,  and  another  in  which  the  constitu- 
tional symptoms  are  aggravated,  the  local  exuda- 
tion more  rapid  and  extensive ;  and  still  another  of 
such  malignancy  that  it  destroys  the  patient  either 
from  the  amount  of  local  disorganization  produced, 
or  from  the  primary  infection.  Sometimes  it  is 
sporadic,  at  another  it  comes  upon  a  whole  com- 
munity. 

This  brings  us  to  the  question  as  to  contagion. 
It  is  generally  believed  to  be  contagious,  infectious 
and  inoculable.  Trousseau  inoculated  himself 
without  producing  any  (other  than  negative)  re- 
sults. In  other  instances  many  medical  practition- 
ers have  lost  their  lives  both  from  inoculation  and 
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ordinary  contact  in  their  care   of   diphtheritic  pa- 
tients. 

One  thing  however,  seems  to  be  clearly  estab- 
lished, viz.,  that  the  individual  must  be  in  such 
a  condition  of  receptivity  as  to  contract  the  disease, 
otherwise  the  whole  community  would  be  swept 
from  the  face  of  the  earth  by  it.  Sometimes  one 
in  a  family  will  have  it  and  not  others  of  the  same 
family  ;  but  this  is  no  argument  that  it  is  not  con- 
tagious. We  are  safe  in  concluding  that  it  is  con- 
tagious and  infectious ;  but  in  the  sporadic  form 
the  poison  is  so  weak  that  it  does  not  become  con- 
tagious. I  have  had  in  my  practice  two  instances 
where  families  have  been  attacked  and  re-attacked, 
until  I  have  been  obliged  to  move  the  families 
from  their  houses  and  disinfect  these  places.  The 
disease  may  lurk  in  the  house  or  locality  and  is 
sure  to  crop  out. 

It  is  said  that  one  attack  saves  the  patient  from 
a  subsequent  one,  but  this  may  be  doubted,  and  I 
think  that  one  attack  does  not  save  the  patient 
from  another.  It  has  been  observed  in  Vienna 
that  one  attack  does  not  spare  the  patient  from  a 
subsequent  one.  The  nature  of  the  soil  or  its  con- 
dition, except  drainage,  has  little  to  do  with  causa- 
tion of  the  disease.  It  is  principally  necessary  to 
pay  close  attention  to  the  surroundings  and  hygiene. 

The  period  of  incubation  is  variable,  sometimes 
being  two  or  three  days,  and  again  if  it  is  contracted 
from  direct  contact  or  contagion,  its  symptoms  are 
manifested  more  rapidly,  and  still  again  if  the  pa- 
tient, after  exposure,  goes  away  from  the  locality 
and  has  good  surroundings,  it  is  longer.  Probably 
the  average  is  from  one  to  two  weeks. 

A  full  understanding  of  the  pathology  of  the  dis- 
ease is  of  the  first  importance,  but  on  account  of 
many  disputed  points  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  this. 

According  to  Oertel,  an  infiltration  into  the  tissues 
takes  place,  the  epithelium  is  lifted  up  from  the 
surface  and  pushed  off,  the  lymphatics  fill  up  from 
pathological  cell  growth  and  formation,  causing 
tumefaction  of  surrounding  parts,  and  from  these 
points  or  places  the  system  is  infected. 

When  the  system  has  become  impregnated  with 
the  products  of  the  disease,  the  kidneys  are  found 
to  be  affected  with  congestion  or  acute  desquama- 
tive nephritis,  and  we  have  albuminuria. 

It  is  said  that  the  extent  to  which  the  kidneys 
are  affected  is  a  measure  of  the  severity  of  the 
disease.  We  should  keep  track  of  the  kidneys, 
examining  the  urine  daily,  and  paying  close  atten- 
tion to  such  subjective  symptoms  as  might  denote 
their  involvement. 

The  air  inspired  by  the  patient  is  contaminated 
through  contact  with  the  diseased  secretions  while 
passing  through  the  mouth  and  larynx.  Splenic 
or  hepatic  involvement  often  occurs,  which  is  be- 
lieved to  be  due  to  malarial  poison,  and  I  have 
been  unable  to  find  any  case  where  these  organs 
were  involved,  without  previous  marked  symptoms 
of  malarial  toxasmia. 

Symptoms  will  vary  according  to  the  degree  of 
the  disease.  In  one  we  have  slight  headache, 
swollen  glands  about  angles  of  the  jaws,  exuda- 
tion slight,  and  febrile  phenomena,  not  so  promi- 
nent as  in  other  degrees  of  the  disease,  lasting  for 
not  more  than  two  days. 

In  the  graver  degree  we  have  these  symptoms 
intensified,  constitutional  disturbances  strongly 
marked  and  kept  up  with  considerable  but  not  ex- 
cessive pyrexia,  the  temperature  scarcely  ever 
rising  above  102  or  103  degrees,  and  these  last 
from  one  to  two  weeks,  the  pulse  becoming  softer 
at  about  the  end  of  the  first  week,  a  less  sense  of 
debility  is  experienced,  and  the  mental  faculties 
recover  somewhat  from  their  depression. 

In  the  gravest  form  or  degree   adynamic   symp- 


toms are  strongly  marked  from  the  onset,  and  all 
the  symptoms  of  the  typhoid  state  are  present,  the 
surface  becomes  livid  (even  without  impediment 
to  respiration),  the  patient  will  not  eat,  and  if  food 
is  forced  upon  him,  there  is  a  marked  want  of 
digestion.  These  cases  do  not  generally  live  to 
the  end  of  the  first  week,  dying  in  the  earliest 
stages,  or  at  least  by  the  end  of  the  first  week. 
Sometimes  they  will  brighten  up,  particularly  upon 
the  occasion  of  the  doctor's  visit,  and  appear  to  be 
recovering. 

It  is  very  easy  to  be  misled  by  these  signs,  and 
you  are  inclined  to  venture  a  favorable  prognosis  ; 
but  within  two  or  three  hours  after  your  visit  the 
patient  may  be  dead.  This  is  more  apt  to  occur 
in  children  than  in  adults.  When  the  disease 
spreads  to  the  larynx  we  know  it  early,  and  it  is 
apt  to  attack  early,  sometimes  before  it  attacks 
the  pharynx,  and  there  are  cases  where  the  larynx 
is  wholly  lined,  with  no  exudate  on  the  pharynx. 
The  local  symptoms  are,  first,  sore  throat,  and 
upon  inspection,  it  will  be  found  to  be  red.  This 
continues  for  two  or  three  hours,  when  an  exuda- 
tion presents  itself  from  a  small  spot,  with  evi- 
dences of  inflammation  around  it ;  another  follows, 
and  coalesces  with  the  first,  and  this  process  may 
continue  over  the  pharynx  until  the  naso-pharynx 
is  involved.  This  is  a  very  grave  form.  It  may 
pass  to  the  larynx,  and  this  indicates  ^ri?(2/ danger, 
as  we  cannot  reach  the  point  involved,  and  we 
may  have  mechanical  obstruction  to  respiration, 
or  pneumonia.  It  may  travel  up  or  down,  we 
cannot  tell  which. 

After  the  exudate  has  been  out  a  little  time  it 
thickens,  and  wears  a  yellowish  tinge,  soon  be- 
coming grayish,  or  blackish  in  color.  After  a  cer- 
tain time  exfoliation  of  the  pseudo-membrane 
takes  place,  a  raw  surface  being  left,  sometimes 
bleeding. 

Sometimes  this  process  is  often  repeated,  when 
three  or  four  crops  will  occur.  At  a  certain  visit 
you  will  gladly  observe  that  the  exudate  has  dis- 
appeared ;  but  upon  your  next  call  you  may  find  it 
entirely  re-formed. 

The  question  of  the  identity  of  this  disease  with 
croup  is  very  interesting,  and  at  the  present  day 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  controversy  on  this  point. 

Diphtheria  is  characterized  by  a  peculiar  exuda- 
tion appearing  in  the  mouth  and  pharynx. 

Croup  is  the  same  thing  occurring  in  the  larynx 
or  trachea,  and  to  this  extent  the  two  diseases  are 
alike. 

We  can  produce  this  exudation  by  the  use  of  ar- 
tificial agents,  but  so  produced  it  is  neither  croup 
nor  diphtheria. 

We  have  heretofore  noted  the  symptoms  of 
diphtheria,  local  and  constitutional. 

Croup  is   a  local  disease,  affects 
comes   idiopathically,  and   presents 
life  except  from  mechanical  obstruction  to  respira- 
tion. 

There  should  be  no  confusion  of  the  two.  The 
only  thing  common  between  them  is  a  pseudo- 
membrane. 

The  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  is  usually  easy. 
The  grave  symptoms  have  developed  by  the  end  of 
the  first  week;  the  constitutional  symptoms  are 
not  marked  after  two  to  four  days,  and  if  grave 
symptoms  should  continue  after  the  end  of  the 
first  week  we  have  reason  to  be  very  solicitous, 
and  our  prognosis  is  grave.  When  the  nose  is 
stopped  up,  and  more  or  less  blood  comes  from  it, 
we  are  to  give  a  grave  prognosis,  as  also  when  the 
disease  hangs  on  for  two  weeks,  with  symptoms 
unabated,  and  where  cerebral  symptoms  are  very 
marked,  or  the  larynx  becomes  early  involved. 

Where  children  have  passed  to  middle  of  second 
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week  without  very  grave  symptoms,  our  prognosis 
will  be  favorable. 

Where  the  kidneys  have  become  affected,  and 
continue  to  be,  our  prognosis  is  grave,  and  if  the 
patient  recovers  from  the  attack  of  diphtheria  he 
will  be  affected  by  paralysis  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent. 

Sequelae  follow  this  disease ;  among  the  more 
important  of  which  are  paralysis,  dysentery  and 
chronic  Bright's  disease.  Paralysis  is  very  com- 
mon in  the  swallowing  apparatus,  other  muscles  of 
the  body  becoming  subsequently  attacked  by  a 
progressive  extension  of  the  nervous  derangement, 
even  to  the  lower  extremities. 

The  diagnosis  is  not  a  matter  of  much  concern, 
except  it  be  confounded  with  common  membran- 
ous sore  throat.  If  diphtheria  is  not  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, do  not  call  it  diphtheria  until  you  have 
had  plenty  of  time  to  be  certain  ;  if  it  is  in  the  vi- 
cinity, call  it  such  and  treat  it  accordingly. 

Treatment  consists  of  local  and  constitutional 
measures.  Stimulants  and  the  tonics  should  be 
used  early,  among  the  most  important  and  reliable 
of  which  are  quinine  and  the  tincture  of  the  chlo- 
ride of  iron.  Nearly  everything  has  been  used, 
and  many  specifics  heralded,  but  there  are  no  spe- 
cifics, and  we  must  grope  in  the  dark  until  some- 
thing is  found  out.  The  internal  administration 
of  disinfectants  I  have  very  little  faith  in,  but  there 
is  no  objection  to  making  a  trial  of  them. 

Local  treatment  is  of  the  first  importance,  and 
to  this  extent  I  hold  to  the  local  origin  of  the  dis- 
ease. A  thorough  local  treatment  has  given  me 
by  far  the  best  results. 

Clean  everything  out  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  by 
thoroughly  syringing  or  by  aid  of  the  spray.  Do 
not  be  afraid  to  use  the  syringe  with  children,  for 
no  harm  will  come  from  its  use.  Let  the  child  sit 
upon  the  mother's  lap,  with  the  head  forward,  and 
pulling  the  tongue  to  one  side,  insert  the  nozzle  to 
one  side  of  the  uvula,  and  freely  inject  from  one 
to  four  teaspoonfuls.  The  child  gags  and  sput- 
ters, but  will  not  choke. 

In  the  absence  of  a  special  syringe  for  the  pur- 
pose I  use  a  common  glass  or  rubber  one,  any- 
thing that  may  be  in  the  house. 

In  making  applications  caustics  are  of  no  use, 
but  may  do  much  harm,  for  we  are  apt  to  touch  a 
point  we  do  not  wish  to,  and  thus  afford  an  en- 
trance for  more  of  the  poison. 

Although  it  will  not  cure,  ice  is  very  grateful  to 
a  sore  throat,  and  may  be  used. 

When  the  accumulation  is  great,  emetics  are  of 
much  service,  and  of  this  class  of  remedies,  alum 
has  answered  the  best  purpose.  Afterward  wash 
out  the  throat  with  a  weak  solution  of  acidi  car- 
bolici  or  potassii  permanganas.  After  the  first 
time,  and  instructions  have  been  given,  the  parents 
may  wash  out  the  patient's  mouth,  but,  if  you 
have  time,  always  do  it  yourself,  for  it  is  a  matter 
of  much  moment.  Medicated  powders  thrown  upon 
the  affected  parts,  through  the  insufflator,  should 
be  used,  and  the  more  the  child  cries,  the  more 
thoroughly  does  the  powder  come  in  contact 
with  the  affected  surfaces.  By  the  use  of  the  in- 
sufflator, or  the  spray,  every  part  of  the  mouth 
and  pharynx  can  be  reached.  If  the  naso-phar- 
ynx  is  involved,  use  the  syringe  through  the  nose, 
and  if  the  larynx  is  involved,  the  room  in  which  the 
patient  is  lying  should  be  kept  thoroughly  disin- 
fected. Among  the  remedies  which  have  been 
found  most  efficacious  are  sulphur,  powdered  alum 
and  bi-carb.  of  soda,  equal  parts  of  borax  and 
sulpho-carbolate  of  soda  (if  a  slightly  caustic  ac- 
tion is  desired),  lime  water  and  lactic  acid  in 
spray,  and  swabbing  with  the  tincture  of  the  chlo- 
ride of  iron. 


Sarracenia  Flava— Trumpet  Plant. 

By  A.  J.  Roe,  M.  D.,  Taylorville,  111. 

UNDER  the  name  of  trumpet  plant,  with  vari- 
ous synonyms,  as  fly-catcher,  huntsman' s 
cup,  etc.,  a  yellow-flowered  plant  of  Florida,  was 
brought  to  public  notice  in  the  American  Journal 
of  Pharmacy  (July,  1869),  by  Dr.  J.  Dabney 
Palmer,  of  Monticello,  Florida,  who  having  ex- 
perimented with  the  root  therapeutically,  at  the 
request  of  his  neighbors,  ascertained  that  it  pos- 
sesses extraordinary  power  in  the  cure  of  diarrhoea. 
Some  of  the  cases  in  which  it  was  given  were  of 
long  standing,  and  very  obstinate,  others  recent, 
but  all  yielded  to  the  remedy,  and  in  no  case  were 
more  than  four  ounces  of  the  tincture  required  to 
effect  a  cure.  A  few  doses  were  generally  sufficient. 
The  dose  was  a  teaspoonful  after  each  evacuation. 

In  a  subsequent  communication  to  the  same 
journal,  Dr.  Palmer  states  that  the  plant  is  a  sarra- 
cenia, and  designates  it  as  the  s.  flava.  It  grows 
in  Florida;  it  has  a  spotted  hood,  and  the  flower 
is  greenish  yellow.  I  became  acquainted  with  the 
valuable  properties  of  this  plant  more  than  five 
years  ago,  and  while  residing  at  Cairo,  111.  I  have 
used  it  with  success  ever  since,  not  only  in  acute 
and  chronic  diarrhoea,  but  also  in  leucorrhoea, 
gleet,  and  chronic  nasal  catarrh.  In  the  present 
article  I  desire  only  to  speak  of  its  use  in  diarrhoea. 
That  this  remedy  is  a  certain  specific  in  all  cases 
of  acute  or  chronic  diarrhoea  in  the  adult,  there  is 
not  a  shadow  of  doubt,  but  in  infantile  diarrhoea 
it  should  be  combined  with  subnitrate  of  bismuth, 
as  follows  :  subnitrate  of  bismuth,  two  drachms  ; 
syrup,  half  an  ounce ;  water,  an  ounce  and  a  half. 
A  drachm  of  the  tincture  should  be  added  to  the 
above,  and  a  teaspoonful  given  after  each  opera- 
tion. 

Case  I  was  that  of  Mr.  T.,  aged  54,  and  by 
occupation  a  carpenter,  residence  Cairo,  111.  This 
was  a  most  aggravated  case  of  chronic  diarrhoea. 
The  patient  had  been  afflicted  with  the  disease  but 
three  years,  yet  he  was  almost  a  physical  wreck. 
He  was  so  weak  as  to  be  scarcely  able  to  get  about 
with  the  help  of  a  staff.  He  complained  of  sore- 
ness in  the  umbilical  region,  with  pain  after  eating; 
appetite  poor,  and  from  thirteen  to  sixteen  dejec- 
tions daily.  He  had  not  been  able  to  follow  his 
usual  occupation  for  more  than  two  years  past. 

This  patient  had  been  under  the  treatment  of 
several  physicians,  and  had  tried  many  remedies, 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  Here  was  a  good  oppor- 
tunity to  test  the  virtues  of  the  sarracenia  flava, 
I  ordered  the  patient  to  take  a  teaspoonful  of  the 
tincture  after  every  operation  of  the  bowels,  and 
report  at  the  end  of  the  week.  At  the  end  of  the 
week  he  reported  himself  as  feeling  much  better 
in  every  respect,  better  appetite,  better  digestion, 
and  but  little  pain  in  the  umbilical  region.  The 
number  of  discharges  was  reduced  to  ten.  I 
ordered  him  to  continue  the  use  of  the  remedy  as 
before,  and  report  again  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

At  the  end  of  the  second  week  the  patient  re- 
ported himself  as  much  stronger,  appetite  good, 
no  pain  in  the  umbilical  region,  and  the  number  of 
dejections  reduced  to  six. 

I  ordered  him  the  tincture  as  before,  and  report 
again  at  the  end  of  the  week.  At  the  end  of  the 
third  week  I  was  agreeably  surprised  to  see  that 
the  patient  could  get  about  without  the  aid  of  his 
staff.  He  said  he  needed  no  more  medicine  as  his 
bowels  were  acting  but  once  a  day. 

This  patient  resumed  his  occupation  at  once; 
his  flesh  and  strength  gradually  returned  without 
the  use  of  any  more  of  the  remedy.  All  the  dys- 
peptic symptoms  disappeared  with  the  cure  of  the 
diarrhoea,    and    the    patient  could     eat  what  he 
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pleased  with  impunity,  as  neither  the  diarrhoea  nor 
dyspeptic  symptoms  showed  any  signs  of  returning. 

Case  2  was  that  of  Mr.  S.  P.  B.,  a  prominent 
merchant  of  Cairo,  111.  Mr.  B.  had  been  afflicted 
with  chronic  diarrhoea  for  more  than  twelve  years, 
having  contracted  the  disease  while  in  the  army. 
Mr.  B.  informed  me  that  he  had  tried  all  kinds  of 
remedies  with  but  little  or  no  benefit  from  any  of 
them. 

Although  the  disease  in  this  case  had  existed  so 
many  yea's,  the  patient  was  entirely  free  from  the 
usually  distressing  effects  of  the  disease,  which 
may  be  attributed,  I  think,  to  the  extreme  care  he 
exercised  in  the  regulation  of  his  diet.  Mr.  B, 
seemed  to  suffer  most  from  his  disease  during  the 
summer  months.  So  much  was  this  the  case  that 
he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  business  entirely  at 
that  time,  and  spend  his  time  in  the  country.  I 
ordered  this  patient  to  take  a  teaspoonful  of  the 
tincture  sarracenia  flava  after  every  operation  of 
his  bowels,  as  in  the  former  case.  He  took 
the  tincture  as  directed,  and  reported  himself 
as  cured,  a  few  weeks  afterwards.  At  the  request 
of  Mr.  B.,  I  have  sent  the  tincture  to  a  patient  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  ;  also  to  one  at  Pittsfield,  111.  Mr.  B. 
has  had  no  return  of  his  former  trouble,  and  re- 
mains well  up  to  the  present  time. 

Case  3  was   that  of  Mr.  H ,    a   resident  of 

Springfield,  111.  Mr.  H.  had  been  troubled  with 
chronic  diarrhoea  for  more  than  thirteen  years, 
during  which  time  he  had  consulted  with  many 
physicians,  and  tried  all  kinds  of  remedies,  but 
could  get  no  relief  from  any  of  them.  This  pa- 
tient was  very  much  emaciated,  had  but  little 
appetite,  and  was  so  weak  as  to  be  scarcely  able 
to  get  about.  He  complained  of  pain  and  soreness 
in  the  umbilical  region,  and  had  from  twenty-three 
to  twenty-six  dejections  from  the  bowels  every 
twenty-four  hours.  I  put  him  upon  the  tincture 
of  sarracenia  flava,  a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  after 
every  operation  of  the  bowels,  as  in  the  other  cases. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  week  he  reported  himself 
as  much  better  in  every  way  ;  his  appetite  re- 
turned, and  the  soreness  and  pain  in  the  umbilical 
region  had  almost  disappeared.  At  the  end  of  the 
third  week  he  left  off  the  remedy,  his  bowels  acting 
but  once  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  The  rem- 
edy exerted  a  remarkable  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  patient,  building  him  up  and  strength- 
ening his  whole  system.     Patient  remains  well. 

I  have  used  the  remedy  in  many  more  cases, 
both  acute  and  chronic,  and  in  no  case  of  genuine 
diarrhoea  has  the  remedy  failed  to  effect  a  speedy 
and  permanent  cure.  This  remarkable  remedy 
has  no  control  whatever  over  dysentery.  Its  most 
wonderful  power  is  over  morbid  discharges  from 
the  mucous  membranes,  no  matter  where  located. 

I  will  give  a  full  report  of  cases  successfully 
treated  with  this  remedy,  in  my  next  article,  to- 
gether with  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  it  is  used 
in  gleet,  leucorrhoea  and  chronic  nasal  catarrh. 


Manaca. 

By  C.  W.  Hansen,  M.  D.,  Jamaica. 
NATURAL   HISTORY. 

MANACA,  or  mecurio  vegetal,  is  the  name  given 
by  Brazilians  to  fransiscea  uniflora,  Pohl., 
nat.  order  scrophularineas,  a  shrub,  with  alternate, 
oblong  acuminate  leaves,  shortly  petioled  ;  flowers 
solitary  and  terminal,  of  a  penetrating  odor,  re- 
sembling that  of  narcissus.  Several  plants  are 
known  in  Brazil  under  the  name  of  manaca ;  in 
Pernambuco  the  Durante  bicolor,  nat.  ord.  ver- 
benacese,  bears  this  name ;  and  in  Minas  and  other 
provinces,   the  admosma   superflua  is    known  as 


manaca,  or  manacan  de  matte.  The  fransiscea 
uniflora  is  indigenous  to  the  greater  portion  of 
equatorial  America.  The  root  is  the  part  employed 
in  medicine. 

THERAPEUTICAL   PROPERTIES. 

Manaca  is  ofificinal  in  both  Brazilian  dispensa- 
tories. They  describe  it  as  being  a  powerful  anti- 
syphilitic,  purgative,  diuretic  and  emmenagogue, 
the  dose  being  given  at  eight  to  twenty  grains  of 
the  powdered  root.  In  the  province  of  Amazonas, 
no  remedy  is  more  extensively  used  than  the 
manaca;  in  the  damp,  shady  forests,  rheumatism, 
principally  in  the  chronic  form,  is  a  very  common 
disease,  and  manaca  is  regarded  by  all  classes  as 
the  remedy.  Two  doses  generally  suffice  to  con- 
trol even  severe  attacks.  A  decoction  is  made  of 
a  small  piece  of  the  root,  of  which  one-half  is 
taken  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  other  at  bedtime. 
After  the  second  dose,  the  patient  complains  of 
severe  pains  about  the  head  and  along  the  spine, 
which,  after  a  few  hours  end  in  profuse  perspiration 
and  sleep.  In  the  morning  the  rheumatism  has 
disappeared,  and  the  patient  is  happy,  till  another 
attack  calls  for  more  manaca. 

An  American  lady  at  Santarem  informed  me 
that  she  once  commenced  taking  the  manaca  in 
comparatively  small  doses,  but  that  it  produced 
such  an  intense  headache,  that  she  became  fright- 
ened, and  discontinued  the  remedy,  when  the  head- 
ache soon  disappeared.  She  described  the  sensa- 
tion in  her  head  as  if  a  band  had  been  tied  so 
tightly  around  it  as  to  produce  pressure  on  the 
brain  itself.  In  the  province  of  Maranhao,  manaca 
is  the  principal  agent  used  in  the  treatment  of 
secondary  syphilis,  generally  combined  with  the 
leaves  of  bignonia  brasiliana  (Lamk),  called  by  the 
natives  caroba,  another  agent,  which  appears 
worthy  of  attention. 

Although  having  had  no  opportunity  of  trying 
the  manaca  myself  as  yet,  I  conclude  from  the  in- 
formation received  from  medical  men  and  others 
during  my  residence  in  Brazil,  that  it  is  a  powerful 
catalytic,  with  a  circumscribed  specific  action  on 
some  morbid  materials  in  the  blood.  The  Brazil- 
ians in  calling  it  mercurio  vegetal,  would  seem  to 
have  accorded  to  it  the  same  properties  as  mercury, 
and  they  are  probably  not  far  from  being  correct.  If 
so,  the  danger  attending  the  use  of  mercury,  would 
render  it  valuable  as  a  substitute.  Necessarily  the 
physiological  and  therapeutical  action  of  catalytics 
differ  materially,  and  the  only  way  to  ascertain 
their  value  is  at  the  bedside.  It  is  in  the  various 
chronic  forms  of  rheumatism  that  manaca  becomes 
almost  a  specific  in  Brazil,  and  I  consider  it  worthy 
of  a  careful  trial  in  this  disease.  The  small  dose 
would  probably  be  the  best  form  of  administration, 
five  drops  of  a  fl.  ext.  three  or  four  times  daily.  I 
append  an  extract  from  Die.  deBot.  Brazileira  : 

"  The  whole  plant,  but  especially  the  root,  ex- 
cites powerfully  the  lymphatic  system,  eliminating 
morbid  matter  by  the  skin  and  kidneys.  It  is  anti- 
syphilitic,  the  interior  bark  is  nauseating  and  stim- 
ulates the  throat.  In  small  doses  it  is  resolvent, 
in  larger  purgative,  diuretic  and  emmenagogue.  In 
large  doses  it  is  an  acrid  poison." 


Cascara  Sagrada  in  Chronic  Constipa- 
tion. 

By  M.  D.  Benedict,  M.  D.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

1TAKE  great  pleasure  in  reporting  this  case  of 
chronic  constipation  treated  with  cascara  sa- 
grada, not  that  it  differs  materially  from  many 
others,  which  have  fallen  under  my  observation, 
except  in  its  long  duration.     Having  been  a  private 
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pupil  of  Prof.  William  TuUy  forty-five  years  ago, 
I  imbibed  from  his  teachings  a  strong  predilection 
for  remedies  of  indigenous  vegetable  origin,  and 
have  therefore  been  much  interested  in  your  intro- 
duction and  development  of  new  remedies,  and 
have  used  many  of  them  in  practice  during  the 
past  two  years  with  satisfactory  results.  The  cas- 
cara,  however,  has  been  most  uniformly  noticeable 
for  its  good  effects,  until  I  am  so  enthusiastic  as  to 
think  that  it  is  the  most  valuable  addition  to  our 
therapeutics  for  many  years.  The  special  case 
whicli  I  will  relate  in  a  colloquial  sort  of  way  is  as 
follows : 

In  August,  1878,  Mr.  G.,  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  of  medium  size,  dark  complexion,  and  much 
emaciated,  remarked  to  me  incidentally,  that  he 
"did  wish  the  doctors  could  find  something"  thai 
would  relieve  him  of  obstinate  constipation,  as  he 
had  suffered  for  twenty  years  with  dyspepsia,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  had  never  been  able  to  evacuate 
his  bowels  without  the  aid  of  a  cathartic,  or  an 
enema,  or  both  combined.  That  "his  appetite  was 
very  indifferent,  his  digestion  imperfect,  so  that 
life  had  become  a  burden."  On  inquiry,  I  learned 
that  he  was  then  under  treatment  by  our  best  phy- 
sician, taking  a  mixture  of  rhubarb,  magnesia  and 
aromatics,  and  having  a  daily  application  of  elec- 
tro-galvanism to  the  abdominal  walls,  but  without 
perceptible  benefit. 

I  gave  him  a  brief  account  of  my  experience  and 
observation  with  the  cascara,  and  suggested  a  trial 
of  this  drug.  He  shook  his  head  incredulously, 
said  he  had  tried  so  many  things  without  benefit 
that  he  had  lost  all  confidence  in  medicine  and  be- 
lieved that  he  must  give  up  in  despair.  I  did  not 
urge  the  matter  further,  but  told  him  if  at  any  time 
he  thought  differently,  I  should  be  pleased  to  sup- 
ply him  with  a  little  of  the  medicine  for  a  trial. 
Three  or  four  days  after  this  interview  he  called  at 
my  office  in  very  despondent  mood,  and  said  he 
had  decided  to  try  my  remedy,  that  something 
must  be  done  for  him  as  he  could  not  live  in  his 
present  condition.     I  gave  him 

9.     Fl.  ext.  cascara,  5ss. 
Spts.  frumenti, 
Syrup  simp.,  aa.  3  ij. 

Mix  and  take  teaspoonful  before  each  meal  until 
his  bowels  moved  easily  and  regularly,  then  a  tea- 
spoonful  every  day  or  every  second  day  as  required 
to  maintain  the  desired  effect.  His  look  of  hope- 
less incredulity  as  I  handed  him  the  little  square 
vial  was  almost  ludicrous  in  its  despairing  intensity, 
but  I  sent  him  on  his  way,  entirely  confident  in  my 
own  mind  of  satisfactory  results.  This  was  at 
eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  At  two  p.  M.  of  the  day  fol- 
lowing, my  patient  made  his  appearance  at  my 
office  with  the  startling  announcement,  "Doctor,  I 
am  frightened  ;  I  don't  know  what  is  going  to  hap- 
pen to  me."  "  Well,"  I  said,  "  tell  me  what  has 
happened,  and  then  we  can  better  foretell  what 
will  happen."  "  Well,"  he  replied,  "  I  took  that 
vial  home  with  me  perfectly  sure  that  it  would  be, 
Hke  everything  else,  a  failure,  but  I  took  a  dose  be- 
fore dinner,  another  before  tea,  and  a  third  before 
breakfast  this  morning,  and  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon  I  had  as  perfectly  natural  a  discharge 
from  my  bowels  as  I  ever  had  when  a  boy,  with 
no  griping  or  straining,  but  just  a  free,  soft,  easy 
evacuation,  and  such  relief  from  it  you  cannot  im- 
agine." I  remarked  that  so  far  things  seemed  to 
be  satisfactory  and  by  no  means  frightful,  and  in- 
quired, what  then.?  "Well,  before  dinner  I  took 
another  dose,  and  now  it  seems  as  if  I  should  have 
a  diarrhoea,  but  I  want  you  to  prepare  me  a  larger 
bottle  of  the  medicine,  and  if  it  continues  to  oper- 
at«  in  this  way  it  is  worth  a  thousand  dollars."     I 


quieted  his  apprehensions  as  to  diarrhoea,  assured 
him  that  the  effect  would  be  continuous,  and  gave 
him  four  ounces  of  the  same  preparation  as  the 
first,  cautioning  him  not  to  take  more  than  just 
enough  to  maintain  regular  peristaltic  action,  and 
he  left. 

Three  months  after  he  called  upon  me,  and  so 
much  was  he  changed  in  appearance  that  I 
hardly  recognized  him.  He  smiled  cheerfully  at 
my  look  of  surprise,  and  laughed  outright  when  I 
asked  him  what  had  happened  to  him.  "  This," 
said  he,  "  I  have  gained  ten  pounds  in  weight  since 
I  saw  you  last,  my  bowels  are  perfectly  regular 
every  day.  I  eat  well,  sleep  well,  digest  my  food 
perfectly,  and  am  a  sound  man  for  the  first  time  in 
twenty  years.  I  have  not  yet  taken  the  last  of  my 
medicine,  and  only  take  a  spoonful  once  in  ten  or 
twelve  days,  to  make  sure  that  all  goes  right. 
And  I  want  a  vial  of  the  same  for  a  friend  living  in 
the  country  who  is  troubled  in  somewhat  the  same 
way."  This  I  gave  him,  and  have  not  since  met 
him,  but  hear  occasionally  that  he  is  perfectly  well. 
No  change  was  made  in  diet  or  mode  of  life,  and 
the  satisfactory  results  must  be  attributed  directly 
to  the  cascara.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  report  further 
observaiions  upon  this  and  other  of  the  new  reme- 
dies as  I  have  opportunity,  and  it  is  but  justice  to 
say  that  in  every  case  where  I  have  used  these 
medicines  of  your  preparation  I  have  found  them 
reliable  and  perfect  and  always  true  to  name,  kinds 
and  effect. 


Palpitation  of  the  Heart. 

By  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,  of  Detroit. 

PALPITATION  of  the  heart  is  not  an  unusual 
ailment,  and  generally  excites  considerable 
alarm.  In  mild  cases  it  causes  but  little  distress, 
but  in  the  more  severe,  the  dyspnoea  and  distress 
are  sufficient  to  excite  grave  apprehensions  of  im- 
pending death. 

Palpitation  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  disease 
any  more  than  dropsy  and  other  diseases,  so  called, 
which  are  but  the  symptoms  or  manifestations  of 
disease  possibly  in  a  distant  part  of  the  body.  It 
may  arise  either  from  organic  or  from  functional 
disease  of  the  heart.  When  from  the  former, 
treatment  may  stay  but  scarcely  cure  the  ailment. 
This  being  the  case,  organic  affections  of  the  heart 
will  be  dismissed  for  the  present. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  the  most  careful  examiners  can  detect 
no  organic  disease  of  this  organ,  and  hence  the 
trouble  is  termed  functional  or  sympathetic.  Its 
causes  are  very  numerous;  some  of  which  are 
evanescent  and  the  symptom,  palpitation,  corre- 
spondmgly  brief ;  while  others  are  more  durable 
and  the  sufferings  of  the  patient  are  much  pro- 
longed. Some  cases  of  this  disease  last  but  a  few 
minutes,  others  continue  for  days,  the  majority 
terminate  favorably  in  thirty  to  sixty  minutes.  Its 
severity  varies  greatly.  The  irregularity  may  be 
so  slight  as  scarcely  to  attract  attention,  or  the 
throbbing  may  be  so  violent  that  the  patient,  and 
even  friends  at  a  few  feet  distance,  can  hear  the 
active  beating  of  the  heart.  In  the  severe  cases 
there  is  usually  great  fear  of  impending  suffocation 
and  death. 

Functional  palpitation  of  the  heart  may  arise 
from  plethora,  ansemia,  innervation,  or  from  disease 
in  various  parts  of  the  body.  Any  treatment  to  be 
successful  should  have  reference  to  the  cause. 
Medicine  may  quiet,  but  if  the  exciting  cause  con- 
tinue, the  symptoms  may  be  expected  to  recur  at 
any  time  when  the  action  of  the  remedy  is  sus- 
pended. 
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In  these  days  of  luxury,  excesses  and  abuses,  in- 
nervation is  one  of  the  most  common  causes  of  pal- 
pitation. Tea,  coffee,  tobacco,  liquors,  and  venery 
are  fruitful  causes  of  this  trouble.  Numerous  cases 
traceable  to  each  of  these  might  be  cited,  but  one 
only  will  be  given. 

Some  time  ago  a  good  wife  in  a  family  of  quite 
moderate  means,  with  a  laudable  ambition  to  econ- 
omize, made  a  bargain  with  her  husband  that  she 
would  dispense  with  hired  help  in  the  kitchen,  pro- 
vided he  would  supply  her  with  all  the  tea  she 
wanted.  This  seemed  a  cheap  and  desirable  sub- 
stitute of  the  domestic.  The  woman  was  not 
strong  and  she  attempted  to  supply  the  deficiency 
by  frequent  potations  of  her  delectable  beverage, 
till  at  last — and  the  time  was  not  long — her  nerv- 
ous system  was  prostrated  and  severe  palpitation 
ensued.  It  was  several  years  before  she  fully  re- 
covered her  former  health.  Here  was  domestic 
economy.  Health  was  gone,  a  female  domestic  was 
required,  and  the  physician's  fees  would  supply  a 
kitchen  girl  for  considerable  time. 

Various  general  diseases  such  as  fevers,  rheuma- 
tism and  gout  may  induce  palpitation  of  the  heart. 
The  subjoined,  supposed  to  be  of  rheumatic  origin, 
was  one  of  the  most  severe  we  have  seen  : 

A  pregnant  woman,  aged  27,  and  mother  of  one 
child,  was  seized  with  palpitation  of  the  heart. 
Careful  examination  detected  no  cardiac  disease. 
The  urine  was  very  acid,  scant,  and  high  colored. 
There  was  pain  in  the  knee  joints,  and  the  woman 
had  previously  suffered  from  rheumatism.  The 
palpitation  was  believed  to  be  of  rheumatic  origin 
and  the  treatment  had  especial  reference  to  this 
cause.  The  friends  were  informed  that  recovery 
would  not  be  complete  till  the  general  disease  or 
its  cause  was  removed.  The  distressing  symptoms, 
dyspnoea  and  palpitation  were  considerably  but 
not  completely  relieved  by  fluid  extract  cereus 
bonplandii  and  morphine.  The  friends  became 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  continuance  of  the  symp- 
toms, and  called  another  physician  who  attempted 
to  control  the  heart's  action  with  veratrum  viride 
and  digitalis,  but  the  patient  grew  much  worse. 
In  this  extremity,  believing  the  patient  would  die, 
they  resumed  the  medicines  first  ordered  and  had 
the  satisfaction  of  again  witnessing  gradual  im- 
provement, and  final  recovery,  thus  proving  the 
correctness  of  the  diagnosis  of  the  cause  of  the 
disease.  This  case  continued  fifty-six  hours,  and 
the  symptoms  were  sufficient  to  excite  the  gravest 
apprehensions. 

Women,  possibly  from  their  modes  of  Hfe,  are 
more  liable  to  palpitation  than  men  ;  and  disease 
of  the  womb  is  not  an  unusual  cause.  There  are 
many  cases  where  women  complain  of  distressing 
symptoms  in  various  parts  of  the  body  but  do  not 
suppose  the  womb  is  either  diseased  or  the  cause 
of  their  trouble.  A  case  of  this  kind  has  recently 
been  under  treatment : 

A  woman  aged  32,  and  mother  of  three  children 
complained  of  palpitation  and  troublesome  dysp- 
noea. Examination  detected  no  organic  cardiac 
disease.  The  patient  at  first  reported  no  uterine 
irregularity,  but  afterwards  admitted  that  the 
menses  were  a  little  more  copious  and  frequent 
than  usual.  There  were  symptoms  of  dyspepsia, 
but  when  relieved  the  palpitation  did  not  subside. 
At  length  permission  was  given  to  examine  the 
womb.  It  was  found  considerably  enlarged  and 
congested  with  extensive  ulcerations  about  the  os. 
Treatment  directed  to  these  troubles  relieved  the 
cardiac  symptoms. 

As  has  been  intimated,  irritation  or  disease  in 
almost  any  part  of  the  body  may  induce  palpita- 
tion, and  the  careful  physician  will  look  well  to  the 
various  probable  sources  of  trouble,  such  as  the 


head,  gums,  stomach,  bowels,  lungs,  etc.  If  the 
source  of  trouble  be  found,  treatment  should  be  di- 
rected to  it  or  palliative  remedies  will  be  compara- 
tively useless. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  it  will  be  inferred 
that  no  remedy  could  be  regarded  as  a  specific  for 
palpitation  of  the  heart.  The  treatment  naturally 
divides  itself  into  two  parts,  first  the  rehef  of  the 
troublesome  symptoms,  and  second,  the  removal  of 
the  cause.  If  the  cause  can  be  discovered  and 
promptly  removed,  the  other  part  of  the  treatment 
will  not  be  required  ;  but  as  shown  above,  the  cause 
may  be  quite  obscure  or  of  such  a  nature  that 
considerable  time  may  be  required  before  relief 
can  be  given.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  of 
the  first  importance  to  give  the  patient  some  relief 
while  remedies  are  being  applied  to  the  cause. 

Till  recently,  digitalis  has  held  a  deserved  emi- 
nence as  a  remedy  for  controlling  or  favorably 
modifying  irregular  action  of  the  heart,  but  thanks 
to  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists  of 
this  city,  we  have  a  remedy,  cereus  bonplandii, 
which  bids  fair  to  supplant  our  much  loved  digi- 
tahs.  It  has  been  used  in  a  goodly  number  of 
cases  with  gratifying  results.  It  is  true  it  does  not 
cure  palpitation,  but  so  far  it  has  always  given 
prompt  relief  of  the  most  distressing  symptoms. 
It  seems  to  act  especially  on  the  nervous  system. 

Mrs.  B.,  a  widow  aged  57,  had  been  in  delicate 
health  for  several  years.  Last  spring  she  was 
troubled  with  rather  severe  palpitation  of  the  heart 
with  dyspnoea,  dependent  apparently  upon  dyspep- 
sia. A  homoeopathic  physician  had  attended  her 
for  several  weeks,  but  no  relief  was  obtained. 
Cereus  bonplandii  was  ordered,  and  within  twenty 
minutes  the  distress  was  gone,  and  the  patient  re- 
tired for  a  quiet  night's  rest.  The  next  day  the 
trouble  returned  and  was  promptly  relieved  by  a 
single  dose  as  on  the  previous  evening.  For  about 
ten  days  she  had  slight  returns  of  her  trouble,  but 
in  each  case  received  prompt  relief.  During  this 
time  remedies  were  being  used  for  the  dyspepsia 
with  favorable  results,  and  the  two  ailments  grad- 
ually subsided. 

The  remedy  has  been  used  in  quite  a  number  of 
similar  cases  with  such  uniform  and  favorable  re- 
sults that  I  am  inclined  to  regard  it  as  near  a  spe- 
cific as  we  could  reasonably  expect  for  any  trouble 
of  this  nature.  It  is  believed  the  profession  will 
find  in  the  new  claimant  for  favor  a  most  valuable 
remedy,  and  did  space  permit  a  number  of  other 
illustrative  cases  would  be  given.  Nor  are  its  effects 
confined  to  sympathetic  palpitation  alone,  but  it 
acts  similarly  in  organic  diseases  of  the  heart.  In 
these  however,  the  relief  is  only  temporary  on  ac- 
count of  the  permanency  of  the  cause. 


Action  of  Remedies. 

By  John  A.  Henning,  M.   D.,  Red   Key,  Ind. 

THE  more  one  uses  any  set  of  remedies  in  con- 
trolling disease  in  its  various  stages,  ob- 
servmg  closely  their  behavior  and  action,  and  in- 
fluence in  controlling  symptoms,  the  more  famil- 
iar he  becomes,  and  gains  confidence  in  their  ad- 
ministration. 

I  prefer  the  fluid  extracts  in  my  practice,  to  any 
other  form,  as  they  are  generally  uniform  in 
strength,  and  easy  of  administration. 

IRIS   VERSICOLOR 

Is  an  old  remedy,  and  very  much  neglected.  Here- 
tofore it  was  thought  that  it  was  only  a  good 
alterative,  but  it  has  other  and  superior  qualities.  It 
has  a  specific  action  over  the  entire  lymphatic  sys- 
tem, when  sluggish  or  torpid,  as  found  in  scrofula, 
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Bright's  disease  and  the  nervous  form  of  dyspepsia, 
speedily  arousing  the  glandular  system  to  active 
work.  Then  how  often  do  we  find  the  secretions 
dormant,  and  retained  !  The  patient  has  no  life, 
no  appetite,  tongue  dry  and  clammy,  skin  dry  and 
harsh.  The  iris  given  here  alone  will  in  a  few 
days  set  all  the  secretory  organs  to  work. 

Then  it  also  has  a  specific  affinity  for  the  pan- 
creas, liver,  skin  and  gastric  glands. 

In  scrofulous  habits  of  children,  I  would  not 
willingly  do  without  it,  though  of  itself  it  may  not 
cure  in  a  single  case,  but  it  puts  the  system  in  a 
nice  condition  for  other  remedies.  Another  im- 
portant quality  it  bears  over  the  system,  is  that  it 
produces  a  change  of  the  secretions  of  glands  from 
an  alkaline  to  an  acid  character.  Hence  it  has  a 
wide  range  of  action.  But  heretofore  it  has  been 
given  in  too  large  doses ;  then  it  acts  as  a  powerful 
sialagogue  and  a  cathartic.  This  action  is  not 
wanted,  and  thus  the  physician  becomes  disgusted 
with  its  use.  My  mode  of  administration  to  get 
its  action  is  to  add  3  j  of  the  fluid  extract  to  |  jv 
water,  and  give  a  teaspoonful  every  two  to  four 
hours,  as  the  case  may  require.  Thus,  we  must 
not  only  study  the  specific  action  of  the  remedy  in 
various  diseases,  but  we  must  learn  how  and 
WHEN  to  administer  them — a  very  important  de- 
sideratum with  all  remedies. 

[Dr.  Henning's  assertion  that  this  agent  changes 
the  reaction  of  the  glandular  secretions,  is  one 
which  we  should  like  to  have  corroborated  by  the 
experience  of  our  readers. — Ed.] 

NUX   VOMICA 

Is  another  old  remedy,  not  very  generally  used. 
I  have  been  using  this  remedy  extensively  the  past 
few  years,  and  the  better  I  got  acquainted  with  its 
influence,  the  more  I  became  attached  to  it.  I  know 
our  dispensatories  say  that  it  is  a  tonic,  diuretic  and 
laxative,  and  is  used  principally  in  paralysis.  But 
we  must  study  its  action  in  a  more  specific  way. 
I  find  by  close  observation,  that  it  is  an  excellent 
nervous  stimulant.  It  influences  especially  the 
pneumogastric  and  sympathetic  nervous  system  if 
in  a  tonic  condition.  In  anaemia  of  the  brain,  and 
especially  of  the  spinal  cord,  it  is  THE  REMEDY? 

In  atony  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  with 
costive  habit,  pain  about  the  umbilicus,  scanty  se- 
cretion of  urine,  it  will  give  prompt  relief.  It  has 
been  indiscriminately  used  in  paralysis,  but  we 
must  study  lesions  of  innervation  more  closely.  It 
is  only  applicable  in  that  variety  caused  by  paresis 
of  the  spinal  cord  ;  hence  its  failure  in  other  forms. 
Then  we  conclude  it  is  7iever  applicable  where 
there  is  active  congestion  and  inflammation,  and 
should  under  no  circumstances  be  given  while  this 
exists.  But  in  enfeebled  circulation,  anxious  coun- 
tenance, atony  of  innervation,  spinal  irritation,  we 
may  rely  upon  it.  But  it  acts  better  in  small,  oft 
repeated  doses. 

I  usually  take  of  the  fluid  extract  3  ss  to  |  iv 
water ;  dose,  teaspoonful  every  four  to  six  hours. 
It  is  rather  slow  in  its  action,  and  should  be  given 
for  some  time.  But  if  given  in  large  doses  it  will 
overstimulate,  and  do  more  harm  than  good. 

EVENING  PRIMROSE. 

This  is  comparatively  a  new  remedy,  and  now  on 
trial.  My  experience  is  limited  with  this  remedy, 
though  I  will  note  my  experience  with  it.  My  first 
case  that  I  used  it  in  was  hysteric  cough  in  a 
female.  I  gave  it  in  fifteen-drop  doses  every  three 
hours ;  it  allayed  the  cough  like  a  charm.  My 
next  case  was  in  a  young  man,  aged  24  years,  who 
had  hay  asthma,  who  informed  me  he  had  spells 
of   it  every  year,   commencing  about  the  end   of 


June.  I  gave  him  |  ij,  directing  him  to  use  1 5  to 
20  drops,  five  times  a  day.  After  he  used  about 
half  of  it,  he  told  me  he  was  entirely  relieved,  but 
he  used  it  all,  and  the  result  was  he  got  over  it  in 
ten  days,  and  now  at  this  writing,  remains  well. 
My  next  case  was  an  old  man.  He  had  angina 
pectoris ;  twenty-drop  doses  gave  him  prompt  re- 
lief. 

A  lady,  aged  30  years,  had  a  nervous  cough, 
a  bronchial  irritation,  aneemia,  with  irritation  of 
the  nervous  system.  The  remedy  gave  her  much 
relief,  and  acted  very  promptly.  From  my  obser\  a- 
tion  I  conclude  that  it  is  a  anti-spasmodic,  espe- 
cially influencing  the  pneumogastric  and  spinal 
accessoiy  nerves.  Then,  in  cases  of  asthma,  per- 
tussis, gastric  irritability,  angina  pectoris,  frontal 
and  facial  neuralgia,  convulsions  from  nervous  irri- 
tation, I  think  it  is  an  admirable  remedy.  But 
here,  as  with  the  other  remedies,  I  think  we  get 
better  results  by  giving  small  doses  oft  repeated, 
than  by  giving  those  large  doses.  Thus  we  will 
always  profit  by  close  study  of  our  various  remedies, 
and  not  only  learn  when  to  give  them,  but  ho^v 
to  use  them. 

The  machinist  goes  into  a  large  shop  full  of  many 
tools.  By  their  proper  use  his  skillful  hand  will 
make  a  good  machine,  but  an  unskillful  hand  could 
not  make  a  wheelbarrow.  So  with  physicians ;  the 
materia  medica  is  our  shop,  and  if  we  learn  to 
know  how  and  when  to  use  these  remedies,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  we  have  success  in  curing 
disease. 


Cercis  Canadensis— Practical  Formulae. 

By  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  Sr.,  Cairo,  111. 

"T^OR  chronic  dysentery, 

3-    Tine,  rhei,    5  !>s. 

Fl.  ext.  cercis  Canadensis,    5  >• 
Syr.  calami,   5  U^s. 

M.  Sig.     Take  a  tablespoonful  four  times  daily. 

5.    Fl.  ext.  cercis  Canadensis,    5  '• 
Ext.  glycyrrhiza,   3  ij. 
lodoformi,  3ij. 
Aquae  dest.,    5  "J- 

M.  Sig.     Shake,  and  inject  a  tablespoonful  after 
each  discharge. 

For  post-nasal  catarrh, 

Vf..    Fl.  ext.  cercis  Canadensis,   5  i. 
Aquae  camphorae,    5  iij. 

M.  Sig.     Snuff  a  teaspoonful    up    each  nostril 
twice  daily. 

3.    Potassii  iodidi,  3ij. 
Ammonii  carbonatis, 
Ferri  et  potassii  tartratis,  aa.   3  j. 
Syr.  aurantii,    \  iv. 

M.  Sig.     Take  a  teaspoonful  after  each  meal,  in 
water. 

For  leucorrhcea, 

IJ.    Fl.  ext.  cercis  Canadensis,    |  ij. 
Aquae  dest.,   5  xiv. 

M.   Sig.     Inject   one-half   twice   daily,   with     a 
Davidson  syringe. 

5-    Massac  ferri  et  aluminis  (Seven  Springs),  3  ij. 
Syr.  aurantii,    J  iv. 

M.  Sig.     Take  a  tablespoonful  after  meals,  in 
half  goblet  of  water. 

For  chronic  diarrhoea, 

3.    Fl.  ext.  cercis  Canadensis,    J  iv. 

Sig.     Take  a  teaspoonful  after  each  discharge. 
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For  chronic  ulcers  and  chancroids, 

5.    Fl.  ext.  cercis  Canadensis,    3  ij. 
lodoformi,   3j. 
Gelati  petrolei,   5j- 

M.  Sig.     Apply  on  lint  three  times  daily, 
above  is  also  an  excellent  pile  ointment. 


The 


The  Treatment  of  Haemorrhoids. 

By  A.  J.  Roe,  M.  D.,  TaylorviUe,  111. 

WHILE  cascara  sagrada  is  acknowledged  to  be 
the  best  remedy  we  have  in  constipation  of  the 
bowels,  little  is  known  of  its  power  in  haemorrhoids 
and  other  diseases  of  the  rectum.  I  have  cured  a 
great  many  severe  cases  of  haemorrhoids  in  a  short 
time  by  the  internal  administration  of  this  remedy. 
I  usually  combine  it  as  follows  : 

IJ.     Cascara  sagrada,  5  '• 
Fl.  ext.  collinsonia,  3  i. 
Dist.  ext.  hamamelis,  J  i. 
Glycerine,  |  ij. 

M.  Sig.  A  teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day 
after  meals.  This  treatment  will  effect  a  cure  in 
all  cases  where  there  is  no  infiltration  of  tissue.  I 
have  cured  three  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the  rectum 
with  the  above  treatment ;  one  of  the  patients, 
Mr.  C.  P.,  of  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  having  been 
afflicted  over  thirty  years  ;  the  other  two  cases  were 
aggravated  ones,  one  being  of  twenty  years'  stand- 
ing, and  the  other  eight. 

Carbolic  acid  injections  for  the  cure  of  internal 
haemorrhoids  have  been  recommended  by  Prof. 
Edmund  Andrews,  of  Chicago,  and  are  used  by 
many  physicians  throughout  the  United  States. 
The  trouble  in  regard  to  this  treatment  has  been 
that  it  has  been  used  indiscriminately  in  all  cases 
of  hsemorrhoids,  no  matter  what  their  condition 
was.  I  have  treated  several  hundred  cases  of 
hcemorrhoids  during  the  past  six  years  by  the  hy- 
podermic injection  of  carbolic  acid,  iodine,  ergot, 
sub-sulphate  of  iron,  etc.,  and  would  state  it  as  my 
opinion  that  in  no  case  should  carbolic  acid  or  any 
other  agent  be  injected  into  haemorrhoidic  tumors 
unless  the  tumors  are  hard  and  composed  of  infil- 
trated tissue.  All  other  cases  can  and  should  be 
cured  with  remedies  given  internally  and  applied 
locally  to  the  tumors  themselves.  As  a  local  appli- 
cation in  old  obstinate  cases,  I  prefer  equal  parts 
of  sol.  ferri,  sub-sulphatis  and  tr.  opii,  or  in  some 
cases,  equal  parts  of  resinous  and  citrine  ointments 
give  the  best  results.  The  iron  solution  should  be 
applied  with  a  piece  of  woolen  cloth  twice  daily. 
The  citrine  ointment  every  other  day  on  paper,  after 
every  movement  of  the  bowels.  The  cascara  must 
be  used  in  connection  with  the  above  application 
in  order  to  insure  success.  In  old  chronic  cases 
where  the  tumors  have  become  hard  the  cascara 
solutions  should  be  given  internally,  and  the  tumors 
injected  twice  a  week  with  a  solution  of  equal  parts 
of  Calvert's  No.  i  crystallized  carbolic  acid  and 
camphorated  phenol,  containing  thirty  grains  of 
iodoform  to  the  ounce  of  the  mixture.  The  iodo- 
form not  only  lessens  the  pain  and  inflammation,  but 
hastens  the  cure  of  the  haemorrhoids  by  causing 
the  absorption  of  all  that  portion  of  the  tumor 
not  composed  of  infiltrated  tissue.  I  usually  inject 
from  two  to  ten  drops  of  the  above  solution,  twice 
%  week,  injecting  but  one  tumor  at  a  time. 


The  pain  caused  in  some  cases  by  the  use  of 
carbolic  acid  is  best  relieved  by  the  use  of  Canada 
fir  balsam.  No  tumor  should  be  injected  with  car- 
bolic acid  or  any  other  agent  when  its  situation  is 
just  above  the  internal  sphincter.  The  pain  and 
swelling  that  ensues  in  such  cases  will  help  the 
physician  to  better  appreciate  the  above  sugges- 
tions next  time.  I  have  used  ergot  hypodermically 
in  haemorrhoids,  but  would  not  recommend  its  use 
by  the  profession,  as  it  will  not  accomplish  a  cure 
where  the  tumors  are  composed  of  infiltrated 
tissue. 


Phytollacca  Decandra. 

By  W.  C.  Huntington,  M.  D.,  Howell,  Mich. 

ALLOW  me  to  call  the  attention  of  your  readers 
to  a  drug  which,  though  not  new,  is  not  much 
used  except  by  the  eclectic,  who  uses  it  a  good  deal. 
I  refer  to  phytollacca  decandra,  commonly  called 
skoke,  poke,  or  garget-root,  being  frequently  used 
for  garget  in  cows.  The  plant  is  indigenous  to 
all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  active  parts 
are  the  berries,  leaves  and  root.  For  botanical 
description  and  effects,  when  internally  adminis- 
tered, see  U.  S.  Dispensatory.  I  have  never  re- 
ceived any  marked  benefit  from  its  internal  use, 
but  for  topical  application  I  consider  it  a  very 
valuable  remedy.  The  U.  S.  Dispensatory  says, 
"  An  ointment  prepared  by  mixing  a  drachm  of 
the  powdered  root  or  leaves  with  an  ounce  of  lard 
has  been  used  with  advantage  in  psora,  tinea 
capitis,  and  some  other  forms  of  cutaneous  dis- 
ease;  also  that  at  one  time  it  acquired  consider- 
able repute  as  a  remedy  in  cancer." 

According  to  my  own  experience  phytollacca, 
when  applied  locally,  is  a  powerfully  stimulating 
alterative  with  some  narcotic  power,  and  is  a  splen- 
did remedy  in  indolent  painful  cutaneous  affections. 
I  have  just  been  treating  a  very  large  carbuncle 
with  the  powdered  root  applied  by  dusting  it  upon 
the  surface  of  a  poultice,  and  it  relieved  the  pain 
much  more  promptly  and  effectually  than  poultices 
upon  which  laudanum  had  been  freely  applied,  and 
seemed  to  stimulate  active  suppuration  and  a 
prompt  separation  of  the  slough.  Since  removing 
the  slough  I  have  been  treating  it  with  other  appli- 
cations as  an  open  ulcer,  and  it  is  healing  rapidly. 
I  have  frequently  used  the  tincture,  or  reduced  ex- 
tract, of  about  the  same  strength,  upon  small  car- 
buncles and  those  indolent  boils  which  we  often 
meet  upon  scrofulous  and  debilitated  persons,  and 
generally  with  prompt  relief  and  a  rapid  recovery. 

I  have  also  treated  a  number  of  cases  of  herpes 
zoster,  by  bathing  the  affected  parts  with  the  tinc- 
ture, and  in  most  of  the  cases — especially  of  old 
and  debilitated  people — it  has  relieved  the  pain  al- 
most as  soon  as  applied,  and  has  speedily  cured 
the  eruption. 

It  is  an  excellent  remedy  for  barber's  itch,  antl 
from  what  I  know  of  it  I  should  think  that  it  would 
be  a  good  application  in  gangrene  to  stimulate  a 
healthy  action  in  parts  possessing  vitality,  and  has- 
ten the  formation  of  the  line  of  separation,  and 
should  expect  that  it  would  be  a  valuable  palliative 
in  cancer.  Of  course  in  most  of  the  cases  referred 
to  it  was  accompanied  by  the  internal  administra- 
tion of  tonics. 
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Correspondence. 


Answers  to  Botanical  Queries. 


To  N.  Hofforth,  M.  D. 

Cnicus  Benedictus  L. 

Leaves  and  heads  of  cuicus  benedictus  L.,  or 
blessed  thistle,  natural  order,  Composiice.  The 
plant  is  a  native  of  Greece  and  Persia,  and  has 
become  naturalized  to  some  extent  in  this  country, 
though  it  is  still  rather  rare,  occurring  chiefly  in 
the  Southern  States.  It  is  pretty  fully  described 
in  the  extra-official  list  of  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory. 


To  G.  H.  Binkley,  M.  D. 

Verbena  Bracteosa,  {Miclix.) 

Root,  flowering  stalks  and  fruit  of  verbena 
bracteosa  {Mtchx.),  natural  order,  Verbenacece. 
This  is  a  widely-spreading  indigenous  plant, 
growing  in  waste  places  from  Wisconsin  and  Min- 
nesota to  Kentucky  and  other  Southern  States. 
The  matted  and  spreading  habit  of  the  plant,  its 
hairy  and  hoary  appearance,  and  its  rough  con- 
spicuously bracted  spikes  of  small  flowers  render 
it  particularly  noticeable. 

A  brief  account  of  this  and  the  related  species 
that  have  been  employed  medicinally  is  given  on 
pp.  1782-3  of  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory. 


To  Horace  Newell,  M.  D. 

Scutellaria  Versicolor,  Scutellaria  Galericulata, 
Scutellaria  Lateriflora. 

Leaves  and  flowers  of  Scutellaria  versicolor,  Nutt, 
or  "  skull-cap,"  natural  order  Zafoa/d?.  An  indige- 
nous plant  growing  from  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
southward  to  Missouri  and  Louisiana.  This  species, 
so  far  as  I  am  av»^are,  is  not  recognized  as  having  any 
medicinal  value.  It  is,  however,  closely  related  to 
Scutellaria  galericulata,  or  common  European 
skull-cap,  which,  according  to  Dr.  Wood,  has  been 
employed  in  intermittents,  epilepsy,  etc.,  and  Scu- 
tellaria lateriflora,  someiimes  called  mad-dog  skull- 
cap, and  formerly  employed  as  a  quack  remedy  for 
hydrophobia.  For  further  description  of  these 
species  see  U.  S.  Dispensatory,  p.  824  (of  4th  ed.) 


Communications. 


Quackery. 

Dr.  Clendenen,  of  Lasalie,  111.,  in  August  New 
Preparations,  said  he  did  not  believe  the  Illi- 
nois State  Board  of  Health  had  caused  one  quack 
doctor  to  leave  the  State,  since  the  law  regulating 
the  practice  of  medicine  came  into  effect.  I  can't 
say  how  that  is,  but  I  do  know  of  three  (3)  men 
that  have  quit  practicing  since  the  law  came  in 
force,  and  one  other  who  left  this  town,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  he  has  left  this  State.  The  names  of  all 
four  can  be  furnished  should  the  doctor  wish  them. 

Yours  respectfully,     C.  R.  TAYLOR,  M.  D. 
Streator,  111.,  Sept.  25,  1879. 

Eucalyptus  Globulus. 

I  had  a  case  of  ague  in  a  child  10  years  of  age  that 
quinine  in  large  doses  would  not  break  up  although 
tried  faithfully  for  a  week.  I  then  gave  eucalyptus 
globulus  four  times  a  day  in  15-drop  doses.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  first  day  after  this  treatment,  a 
slight  chill  occurred,  and  next  day  none,  and  no 
signs  of  chills  have  since  appeared,  although  it  is 
now  six  weeks  since  she  stopped  taking  the  medi- 


cine.    I  have  used  eucalyptus  in  several  other  cases 
with  equally  good  results. 

C.  A.  MAY,  M.  D. 

Streetsboro,  O.,  Sept.  18,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada  and  Damiana. 

I  have  used  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of  cascara 
sagrada  (rhamnus  purshiana)  in  several  cases 
of  constipation  with  very  satisfactory  success. 
In  a  case  of  paralysis  which  I  treated  in  the  Troy 
Hospital,  where  the  patient  was  badly  constipated, 
I  found  the  cascara  an  efficient  and  pleasant 
laxative.  I  have  also  prescribed  fluid  extract 
damiana  (P.,  D.  &  Co.'s),  as  an  emmenagogue  in 
a  case  of  phthisis,  with  slight  pulmonary  hemor- 
rhage, with  the  most  marked  success.  I  have 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  to  test  the  aphrodisiac 
properties  claimed  for  this  drug. 

A.  T.  VAN  VRANKEN,  M.  D. 

West  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  12,  1879. 


Ustilago  Maidis. 

I  have  used  and  carefully  noted  the  results  of 
the  ustilago  maidis  that  you  were  kind  enough  to 
send  me  for  trial  some  time  since.  I  have  under 
my  care  now  cases  of  uterine  fibroid  tumors,  and 
have  used  in  them  and  similar  cases  for  the  last 
four  years  hypodermic  injections  of  ergot.  I  now 
prefer  the  ustilago  maidis.  I  am  highly  pleased 
with  its  action.  I  believe  the  results  will  be  found 
more  favorable  than  from  the  ergot  of  rye.  I  now 
use  only  gtts.  x  of  the  ustilago  maidis  at  each  in- 
jection, which  is  equal  to  3  ss  of  the  ergot  of  rye. 
I  beheve  the  profession  will  find  it  a  valuable 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases. 
I  hope  the  profession  will  generally  try  it  and  give 
a  detailed  report  of  its  use.     Truly  yours, 

THOS.  H.  BRIGGS,  M.  D. 

Mattawan,  Mich.,  Sept.  12,  1879. 


Ustilago  Maidis — Quinine  Flower. 

For  the  last  few  months  I  have  used  fluid 
extract  ustilago  maidis  (P.,  D.  &  Co.'s),  as  an 
oxytocic,  and  in  those  cases  of  slow,  powerless  la- 
bors where  ergot  has  been  recommended  the  us- 
tilago has,  in  my  experience,  proved  equally  effi- 
cient and  more  safe.  The  "corn-ergot"  induces 
intermittent  pains,  resembling  those  of  true  labor, 
and  in  my  opinion  assists  and  prolongs,  rather  than 
supplants,  nature's  efforts.  In  passive  uterine 
hemorrhages  this  drug  has  seemed  to  act  as  a 
haemostatic  by  inducing  such  muscular  uterine 
contractions  as  should  close  up  the  orifices  of  the 
bleeding  vessels,  or  at  least  to  induce  such  a  con- 
traction of  the  blood-vessels  as  would  permit  clots 
to  form  and  thus  arrest  the  hemorrhage.  In  the 
menorrhagia  of  uterine  fibroids  I  have  known  of 
several  instances  where  the  ustilago  was  of  very 
material  assistance  in  arresting  the  flow  of  blood. 

As  regards  quinine  flower,  I  have  treated  some 
seven  cases  of  intermittent  fever  with  it.  Asso- 
ciating with  fluid  extract  quinine  flower  (P.,  D.,  & 
Co.'s),  the  fluid  extract  podophyllin,  in  small  and 
repeated  doses,  I  have  met  with  greater  success 
in  the  treatment  of  these  intermittents  than  with 
any  other  remedies  aside  from  quinme  alone.  Of 
course  with  such  limited  experience  I  would  hesi- 
tate to  apply  the  term  specific  to  either  of  the 
above-mentioned  remedies,  yet  the  past  success 
will  urge  me  to  their  future  use,  and,  I  am  confi- 
dent, with  equally  favorable  results. 

JOHN  BIGELOW,  M.  D. 
Albany  Medical  College. 
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Agalmatolith. 

The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  medical  profession  to  this  min- 
eral in  the  treatment  of  vaginitis  and  other  irritat- 
ing inflammatory  diseases  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. 

Some  time  since  I  had  a  case  of  acute  vaginitis, 
accompanied  with  pruritis.  Not  having  my  usual 
remedies  at  hand,  and  the  patient  was  suffering 
such  intense  pam,  caused  from  the  intolerable 
burning  and  itching,  I  sought  the  first  thing  I 
could  find  to  separate  the  labia  and  to  exclude 
the  air.  Having  a  piece  of  agalmatolith,  which  I 
was  working  out  into  figures,  I  placed  that  be- 
tween the  labia  and  sought  my  box  of  cosmohne. 
Before  I  could  return  the  patient  had  experienced 
such  relief  that  she  declared  all  pain  gone.  I  was 
struck  with  the  pecuUarity  of  its  action,  and  deter- 
mined to  see  if  it  was  really  the  action  of  the  min- 
eral that  gave  such  prompt  relief.  I  gathered 
up  such  of  the  dust  as  I  had  cut  away  from  the 
stone,  and  pulverized  it  in  my  mortar ;  this  I  ap- 
plied and  covered  the  parts  with  cosmoline,  and 
directed  my  patient  to  return  on  the  following  day 
and  report. 

Agreeably  to  instructions,  she  returned  the  day 
following,  stating  she  had  little  or  no  itching,  while 
the  inflammation  had  considerably  abated.  I  con- 
tinued my  application  of  the  agalmatolith  for 
three  days,  when  all  inflammation  subsided,  and 
the  patient  was  discharged  cured. 

Following  the  clue  thus  obtained  I  have  used  it 
in  cases  of  acute  piles  with  marked  success,  also 
upon  burns  and  in  herpes. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  have  such  of  the  profes- 
sion as  can  obtain  samples  to  try  it  and  report 
their  success. 

Agalmatolith  belongs  to  the  v^ariety  of  slate  ;  in 
color  it  is  grayish  and  sometimes  of  a  greenish 
hue,  of  a  waxy  luster  and  a  greasy  feel.  It  con- 
sists of  silica,  55.0;  alumina,  30.0;  potash,  7.0; 
water  3  to  5  per  cent,  with  a  trace  of  oxide  of 
iron  ;  is  very  soft  and  easily  pulverized. 

I  do  not  know  of  its  being  in  the  general  mar- 
ket, and  would  like  information  where  it  can  be  ob- 
tained in  quantities.     Respectfully, 

P.  D.  WINSHIP,  M.  D. 
Marshaltown,  Iowa,  Sept.  18,  1879. 


The  Eclectic  School  in  Medicine. 

Pardon  me  for  intruding  once  more  upon  your 
columns.  In  an  editorial  under  the  above  title,  in 
the  July  number  of  your  very  valuable  journal,  you 
ask,  "  What,  then,  is  an  '  eclectic  ?'  "  and  also 
state,  "  We  should  be  pleased  to  know,  therefore, 
wherein  eclecticism,  per  se,  differs  from  the  regu- 
lar school  of  medicine .''"  Now,  it  is  the  evident 
want  of  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  eclectic  school 
of  medicine  displayed  in  the  article  in  question, 
and  a  desire  in  my  feeble  way  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion that  furnishes  my  excuse  for  again  writing 
you. 

Too  often  are  both  eclecticism  and  homeopathy 
defined  by  the  use  of  ridicule  for  argument,  and 
fancy  for  fact ;  and  without  in  the  least  imputing 
any  design  on  the  part  of  the  writer  to  use  these,  1 
may  be  pardoned  if  I  prefer  to  take  the  definition 
of  these  terms  from  the  advocates  of  those  schools 
themselves,  and  if  I  insist  that  to  "avoid  mercury 
entirely,  and  to  administer  podophyllin  "  instead, 
and  to  "  think  that  small  doses  are  more  effective 
than  large  doses,"  do  not  constitute  eclecticism 
and  homeopathy  any  more  than  does  one  robin 
constitute  spring.     Indeed,  these  particular  points 


are  not  regarded  as  essentials  in  either  school,  and, 
so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  I  believe  all  the  phy- 
sicians in  America,  including  hydropathists,  who 
do  not  use  drugs  at  all,  are  both  eclectic  and  ho- 
meopathic, for  I  am  charitable  to  believe  all  use 
the  remedies  that  in  their  judgment  are  the  best, 
all  things  considered,  in  every  case,  and  in  such 
quantity  as  they  deem  best  for  the  case  in  hand. 
In  these  respects,  then,  there  is  no  difference.  All 
do  the  best  they  can  with  the  knowledge  they  pos- 
sess, biased,  if  at  all,  only  by  prejudice. 

For  the  distinctive  features  of  these  schools, 
then,  we  must  search  m  other  directions,  and  I 
shall  only  attempt  to  point  out  some  of  these  for 
eclecticism.  The  writer  of  the  article  in  question 
says  :  "  We  aim,  ourselves,  to  be  '  eclectic'  in  the 
broadest,  and  in  the  true  etymological  meaning  of 
the  word,"  and  further  on,  speaking  of  the  eclectic 
school,  says,  "  who  (incorrectly,  we  believe),  style 
themselves  eclectics."  Dr.  P.,  of  my  acquaintance, 
said  to  Dr.  S.  (eclectic) :  "  I  am  more  of  an  eclec- 
tic than  you  are,  for  I  use  certain  remedies  that 
you  do  not  use."  Prof.  Palmer,  of  our  University, 
said  to  me,  "  Why,  we  are  eclectic,  for  we  use  and 
recommend  all  remedies  that  are  sanctioned  by 
competent  authority."  A  writer  in  a  recent  num- 
ber of  the  Michigan  Medical  News,  in  an  article 
in  reference  to  a  name  for  his  school  of  medicine, 
says  :  "  One  patent  right  on  common  property  has 
already  become  a  fixture,  in  the  appropriation  of 
the  word  '  eclectic  '  by  a  sect  in  medicine  whose 
eclecticism  is  far  less  thorough  and  universal  than 
our  own.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  it  has 
been  thus  appropriated,  or  if  the  sectarian  school 
could  be  dispossessed  of  it,  "  eclectic  "  would  be  a 
good  word  for  our  use."  Dr.  G.  said  to  me  re- 
cently, "  the  regular  school  is  conservative,"  but 
maintained  that  the  physicians  of  that  school 
were  "  practically  eclectic."  Almost  daily  we  en- 
counter similar  sentiments  from  the  adherents  of 
that  school  in  the  journals  or  in  conversation. 

Now,  in  replying,  it  may  be  after  the  manner  of 
"  ye  yankee,"  to  the  remark  of  Dr.  P.  given  above, 
with  such  notice  as  I  may  take  of  the  others,  I 
hope,  at  least  in  a  measure,,  to  answer  the  ques- 
tions repeated  in  the  beginning  of  this  article. 

We  will  subject  Dr.  P.  to  a  little  catechism. 

Dr.  P.,  you  received  your  medical  instruction  in 
the  ofifice  of  a  "  regular"  physician  and  in  a  "regu- 
lar "  college? 

Yes. 

To  what  school  of  medicine  did  the  authors 
you  read  belong? 

To  the  regular  school. 

Did  your  preceptor  have  any  others  in  his  li- 
brary ? 

Yes,  he  had  Beech's  Materia  IVIedica  and  one  of 
Hahnemann's  works. 

Did  he  speak  highly  of  the  eclectic  and  homeo- 
pathic schools,  and  recommend  you  to  read  these 
authors  ? 

No,  he  seldom  mentioned  these  schools  except 
in  derision. 

To  what  school  did  your  college  professors  be- 
long? 

To  the  regular  school,  of  course  ;  it  would  not 
be  ethical  for  them  to  be  associated  with  gradu- 
ates of  any  other  school  of  medicine. 

Did  your  professors  speak  well  of  these  other 
schools,  and  urge  you  to  closely  investigate  their 
teaching? 

■  No,  they  seldom  mentioned  them  except  to  criti- 
cise adversely. 

What  authors  did  your  college  recommend  ? 

All  regular  authors ;  no  others  were  mentioned 
in  the  announcement. 

Did  those  authors  quote  extensively  from  eclec- 
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tic,  homeopathic  and  hydropathic  authors,  and 
commend  their  methods  and  remedies  ? 

No ;  one  would  not  know  there  were  any  other 
schools  of   medicine  by  reading  them. 

So  much  for  your  preceptor,  professors  and 
colleges,  now,  how  about  yourself;  what  authors 
have  you  in  your  own  library  ? 

Principally  regular  authors ;  only  one  or  two 
small  works  by  irregular  authors. 

What  journals  do  you  take  and  read .'' 

Regular  journals  only. 

Do  they  quote  extensively  from  eclectic  and 
homeopathic  authors  and  journals .'' 

No ;  with  the  exception  of  New  Preparations, 
none  of  them  ever  have  anything  from  the  pen 
of  an  irregular  physician,  although  one  of  our 
prominent  editors,  in  the  meeting  of  their  asso- 
ciation, held  in  Chicago,  admitted  that  many  of 
the  irregular  journals  were  better  edited  than  our 
own. 

What,  then,  do  you  know  of  the  so-called  eclec- 
tic school  of  medicine .'' 

Nothing,  except  what  I  learned  from  my  pre- 
ceptor in  his  ridicule,  the  college  professors  in  their 
criticisms  ;  from  casually  glancing  in  Beech's  old 
work  ;  what  I  am  lately  learning  from  New  Pre- 
parations, and  have  picked  up  here  and  there 
generally. 

And  you  supposed,  of  course,  from  that  very 
limited  knowledge  that  the-  practice  is  purely 
herbal,  and  since  you  use  mineral  agents  besides, 
you  think  their  "  eclecticism  is  far  less  thorough 
and  universal  than  your  own,"  and  yet  your 
choosing  of  means,  which  the  word  signifies,  is 
confined  almost  exclusively  to  what  you  have 
learned  from  your  own  school,  the  authors,  teach- 
ers and  journals  of  which  are  as  silent  as  the 
grave  in  regard  to  the  teachings  and  remedies  in- 
troduced by  these  other  schools  ? 

Yes,  that  is  a  fact. 

Now,  then,  do  you  not  know,  Dr.  P.,  that  the 
hydropathists  who  use  no  drugs  at  all,  and  the 
physio-medical  physicians,  who  use  only  botanical 
remedies,  as  you  supposed,  erroneously,  the  eclec- 
tics did,  are  quite  as  much  eclectic  in  their  prac- 
tice as  you }  They  choose  between  the  various 
remedies  and  means  their  own  exclusive  authors 
and  writers  recommend,  and  ignore  all  other  schools 
of  medicine,  the  same  as  you  do.  "  But,"  says  Dr. 
P.,  "  is  it  not  the  way  the  so-called  eclectics  do 
also  }"     Oh,  no,  let  us  quiz  Dr.  S.,  and  see. 

Dr.  S.,  you  received  your  medical  instructions  in 
the  office  of  an  eclectic  physician,  and  in  an  ecletic 
medical  college  ? 

Yes. 

What  authors  did  your  preceptor  have  in  his  pro- 
fessional library  ? 

He  had,  besides  numerous  eclectic  authors, 
several  old  school  authors,  such  as  Flint,  Thomas 
and  Gross,  several  homcepathic  authors,  as  Hem- 
pell,  Hull  and  Rudduct,  besides  Jackson's  and 
Trail's  works  on  hydropathy. 

Did  he  encourage  you  to  read  these  .'' 

Certainly,  he  insisted  on  me  reading  them,  say- 
ing that  one  could  not  learn  too  much  of  medicine, 
and  while  he  did  not  approve  of  the  treatment 
given  in  all  cases,  much  of  value  could  be  learned 
from  them  all,  since  each  author,  and  especially 
those  of  the  different  schools,  had  pushed  their  in- 
vestigations therapeutically  in  somewhat  different 
fields. 

Was  your  college  in  any  way  exclusive  in  its  in- 
struction ? 

I  think  not.  The  professors  were  some  of  them 
graduates  of  the  so-called  regular  school  of  medi- 
cine, and  they  had  at  least  one  professor  of  homoe- 
pathy  in  the  faculty.     The  authors  recommended 


were  selected  from  among  the  best  of  each  school 
of  medicine. 

Now,  how  about  yourself.  What  authors  have 
you  in  your  library,  and  what  journals  do  you  take 
and  read  ? 

I  have  selected  for  my  library  the  standard,  and 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  best  authors  of  every  school 
in  medicine,  and  take  one  or  more  journals  from 
each  school. 

Do  the  eclectic  authors  and  journals  recognize 
other  schools,  and  quote  from  their  writings  ? 

They  recognize  all  the  different  schools,  and 
quote  extensively  the  best  things  from  all. 

And  your  practice  } 

It  is  based  upon  the  knowledge  I  have  obtained 
from  every  source. 

Now,  from  the  statements  of  Drs.  P.  and  S.,  I 
am  willing  to  submit  the  question  to  any  fair- 
minded  person  in  or  out  of  the  profession,  which 
is  the  truly  eclectic,  and  which  is  the  exclusive 
doctor?  and  if  those  who  would  dispossess  the 
eclectic  school  of  a. good  name,  and  adopt  it  as  their 
own,  had  better  not  consider,  first,  whether  they 
are  eclectic  at  all  or  not ;  and,  second,  whether,  if 
they  are  really  and  truly  eclectic,  the  whale  had  not 
better  swallow  Jonah,  rather  than  that  Jonah  should 
attempt  to  swallow  the  whale.  As  to  the  truth  of 
their  statements  in  regard  to  the  colleges,  authors 
and  journals,  I  challenge  any  one  to  successfully 
contradict  them  ;  and  as  to  their  personal  attain- 
ments, I  have  tried  to  exercise  care  not  to  over- 
draw them  as  types  of  their  respective  schools  of 
practice.  Dr.  P.  has  been  taught  from  the  begin- 
ning to  revere  the  code  of  ethics  and  the  authors, 
and  that  his  school  possessed  all  there  is  to  be 
known  of  medicine,  and  was  therefore  the  eclectic 
school,  and  he  honestly  believes  it,  while  first,  he 
lacks  that  knowledge  of  therapeutics  that  is  requi- 
site to  constitute  eclecticism  ;  and,  second,  he  lacks 
a  disposition  through  that  prejudice  which  adher- 
ence to  a  code  of  ethics  which  as  usually  inter- 
preted, recognizes  no  other  school  of  medicine,  to 
place  himself  in  a  position  to  acquire  the  requisite 
knowledge.  On  the  other  hand.  Dr.  S.  has  been 
taught  that  the  greatest  of  authors  are  only  human 
beings,  and  may  advocate  very  dangerous  and  per- 
nicious practices,  that  while  he  should  look  for 
good  things  in  every  school,  he  should  prove  all 
things,  not  all  things  in  his  school,  but  all  things 
from  whatever  source,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which 
is  good,  and  that  intolerant  codes  are  hindrances 
to  science,  and  totally  incompatible  with  true 
eclecticism  in  medicine.  The  practice  of  both  Dr. 
S.  and  Dr.  P.  is  in  accordance  with  the  knowledge 
they  possess  of  therapeutics,  and  in  this  respect 
many  "  regular "  physicians  have  no  doubt  risen 
above  the  code,  and  the  prejudices  of  Dr.  P.,  and 
are  becoming  more  and  more  eclectic  in  their  prac- 
tice, while  some  who  bear  the  name  eclectic  do 
not  measure  up  to  the  attainments  acquired  by 
Dr.  S. 

I  am  aware  that  the  position  I  have  given  the 
eclectic  school  so  far  in  this  discussion,  and  which 
is  the  one  it  actually  takes,  as  I  understand  it,  is 
one  that  commends  itself  to  thinking  minds  every- 
where, and  I  am  also  aware  that  this  is  the  position 
that  many  in  the  "  regular "  school  would  gladly 
accept  could  they  do  so  and  still  be  ethical.  But 
that  is  an  impossibility.  Ye  cannot  serve  both  God 
and  mammon.     Nevertheless, 

"  This  is  the  way  they  long  have  sought, 
And  mourned  because  they  found  it  not." 

But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  is  it  impossible  to  be 
both  ethical  and  eclectic  .'' 

Dr. ,  regular,  a  member  of  the  Legislature, 

said  to  Representative  T.  the  day  that  the  writer 


256 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


[October,  187 


was  at  Lansing  last  winter,  "  The  eclectics  have 
given  us  a  good  many  good  things,  but,  d — n  it,  we 
dare  not  admit  it."  Who  dare  not  admit  it  ?  We, 
the  great  body  of  the  regular  profession.  Why 
dare  you  not  admit  it  ?  Because,  forsooth,  it  is 
not  ethical  to  recognize  that  school  as  a  school  of 
medicine,  or  any  of  its  followers  as  authority  or 
as  physicians  even,  at  all.  The  merest  jackanape 
turned  out  of  the  "regular"  colleges  the  past  year 
has  been  taught  that  it  will  not  be  ethical  for  him 
to  recognize  any  physician,  however  eminent  as  an 
investigator,  who  is  not  a  "  regular  "  physician  in 
good  standing,  using  the  word  "regular"  in  the 
sense  commonly  understood  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession." As  an  eclectic  physician,  and  as  an 
American  citizen,  I  must  say  I  can  not  appreciate 
such  an  interpretation  of  that  code  of  ethics  as 
will  make  cringing  cowards  of  the  largest  part  of 
the  medical  profession. 

That  is  not  eclecticism,  and  is  as  far  from 
it  as  midnight  darkness  is  from  the  noonday 
sun.  It  is  decidedly  unethical  for  a  "regular" 
journal  to  quote  anything  from  an  "  irregular " 
journal  or  to  publish  anything  from  the  pen  of  an 
"irregular"  physician,  else,  why  is  it  that  New 
Preparations  is  the  only  journal  edited  by  a 
"  regular  "  physician  that  dares  to  publish  articles 
from  physicians  irrespective  of  schools  }  And  why 
would  many  of  its  readers  "  demand  some  explan- 
ation .'*"  And  why  do  some  of  the  over-ethical 
ones  already  tauntingly  accuse  New  Prepara- 
tions of  being  an  eclectic  journal  and  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.  with  being  an  eclectic  house  ?  Un- 
ethical. Right  here  let  me  say  that  the  indepen- 
pendent  position  taken  by  New  Preparations  in 
therapeutics,  the  only  branch  of  medicine  in  which 
there  is  any  difference  in  the  several  schools,  zs 
eclectic  and  one  that  must  commend  itself  to  the 
more  progressive  members  of  the  profession 
throughout  the  land.  It  is  enabled  thereby  to 
teach  more  materia  medica  and  therapeutics  and  to 
do  more  towards  unifying  the  profession  than  all 
the  other  "regular"  journals  put  together. 

It  is  unethical  for  a  "regular"  physician  to 
quote  from  or  in  any  way  recognize  "  irregulars," 
else  why  does  Dr.  Stone,  U.  S.  A.,  call  Dr.  Edmund 
Andrews  to  account  for  "  endeavoring  to  prove 
that  we  are  indebted  to  quacks  for  valuable  scien- 
tific information,"  and  then  asks  "  if  it  is  customary 
for  '  regular '  practitioners  to  compile  statistics  of 
cases  from  the  records  of  quacks  ?"  And  to  which 
Dr.  Andrews  replied  in  the  language  of  a  true 
eclectic  as  he  no  doubt  is,  "  Truth  is  immaculate, 
no  matter  whence  obtained." 

It  is  unethical  for  a  "regular"  physician  to  con- 
sult at  the  bed-side  with  an  irregular  physician  so- 
called,  else  why  was  Dr.  Pardee  expelled  from  his 
society  for  consulting  with  his  wife  who  is  a  repu- 
table homoepathic  physician  ?  And  why  do  med- 
ical societies  do  many  other  foolish  things  in  the 
name  of  "  professional  honah  "  and  medical  ethics, 
until  the  medical  profession  has  come  to  be  the  butt 
of  ridicule  and  laughing  stock  for  the  press  and  the 
people  on  account  of  these  frequent  exhibitions  of 
medical  intolerance  and  sectarian  exclusiveness .'' 
These  things  belong  to  that  kind  of  eclecticism 
which  has  eclectic  left  out  and  is  as  soulless  as 
would  be  the  play  of  Hamlet  with  the  worthy 
prince  by  that  name  left  out. 

It  is  unethical  to  accept  any  as  authority  that 
has  not  subscribed  to  the  code,  else  why  does  Prof. 
Palmer  put  in  the  qualifying  phrase,  "  competent 
authority.''"  While  eclecticism  regards  any  one  as 
authority  who  can  state  scientific  truth,  we  find 
by  reference  to  the  published  synopsis  of  Prof. 
Palmer's  lectures  for  the  fall  term  of  1878,  that 
none  but  regular  authors  are  quoted  or  mentioned, 


and  these  are  mostly  foreign  authors,  and  of  the 
many  hundred  remedies  introduced  by  eclectics 
only  two,  aconite  and  veratrum  viride,  are  men- 
tioned, and  these  only  casually  with  no  true  indi- 
cations given  for  their  use. 

We  find,  therefore,  that  those  things  which  are 
regarded  as  ethical,  as  ethics  are  ordinarily  inter- 
preted by  the  societies  and  physicians  who  have 
subscribed  to  the  code,  are  not  eclectic  in  any  true 
sense  of  that  term,  hence  we  conclude  that  to  be 
both  ethical  and  eclectic  is  a  moral  and  physical 
impossibility,  and  while  eclectic  physicians  have 
made  therapeutics  their  special  study  for  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  and  have  given  the  profession 
many  hundred  indigenous  remedies,  many  of  them 
among  the  most  valuable  in  the  materia  medica, 
not  one  of  these  has  ever  been  adopted  by  the 
"  regular "  profession  in  an  open-handed,  manly, 
legitimate  way,  for  not  until  the  investigations  made 
by  the  eclectics  were  published  by  "regular"  au- 
thors as  their  own  investigations  would  they  be 
considered  as  being  endowed  with  that  "  com- 
petent authority  "  which  would  give  them  a  place 
in  "  regular  "  medicine. 

What,  then,  is  an  "  eclectic  ?"  It  is  one  who 
exercises  the  utmost  freedom  of  thought  and  action 
in  therapeutics,  and  who  possesses  that  knowledge 
which  will  enable  him  to  choose  judiciously  not 
from  one  sectarian  school,  but  from  the  various 
schools  of  practice  and  from  every  other  possible 
source,  to  choose  the  good  and  discard  the  evil, 
unprejudiced  and  without  fear  or  favor,  and  eclec- 
ticism differs  from  the  "regular"  school  of  medi- 
cine in  that  while  it  has  neglected  none  of  the  col- 
lateral branches  of  medicine  it  has  always  made  a 
special  study  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics, 
the  branch  that  gives  to  the  profession  its  name, 
and  the  one  for  which  all  other  branches  of  study 
are  but  preparatory. 

2.  Eclecticism  differs  from  the  "  regular  "  school 
of  medicine  in  that  it  is  not  conservative  but  radi- 
cal, searching  after  and  seizing  upon  truth  from 
whatever  source  it  may  come,  and  accepting  any 
as  authority,  however  humble,  who  may  state  facts, 
and  none  as  authority  however  venerable  or  exalted 
whose  statements  are  not  proven  true  by  the  light 
and  experience  of  these  latter  days. 

3.  Eclecticism  differs  from  the  "  regular  "  school 
of  medicine  in  that  it  is  not  hampered  in  its  inves- 
tigation after  truth  in  therapeutics,  and  its  useful- 
ness is  not  crippled  either  in  its  journals,  authors, 
colleges  or  members  by  an  illiberal  code  of  ethics 
that  was  adopted  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  and 
that  seems  to  be,  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians,  never  changed. 

4.  Eclecticism  differs  from  the  "regular"  school 
of  medicine  in  that  it  does  not  set  itself  up  as  the 
autocrat  school  in  medicine  and  assume  to  be  the 
regular  and  only  school  worthy  the  name,  but  in- 
stead, recognizes  the  various  schools  of  medicine 
each  as  being  as  regular  as  any,  and  encourages 
the  most  complete  and  thorough  investigation  of 
the  therapeutics  of  each,  giving  credit  where  credit 
belongs  and  ignoring  and  ostracising  no  physician 
or  school  of  physicians  on  account  of  a  difference 
of  opinion  in  medical  practice. 

5.  Eclecticism  differs  from  the  "regular"  school 
of  medicine  in  that  it  believes  in  republican  med- 
icine in  a  republican  government,  that  all  schools 
should  be  equal  before  the  law,  and  in  the  educa- 
tional and  other  institutions  of  the  state,  and  upon 
these  broad,  liberal,  rational  and  progressive  prin- 
ciples eclecticism  is  ready  to  clasp  hands  with  and 
accept  as  one  of  its  members  any  who  may  come 
up  to  this  standard  by  whatever  name  he  may  have 
been  called.  H.  S.  McMASTER. 

Dowagiac,  October  4,  1879. 
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Editorial. 


Public  Health. 

HERE  is  no  one  question  in  which  we,  as  a 
}^  people,  are  more  interested  at  the  present 
3^  time  than  the  subject  of  public  health.  In 
other  words,  how  to  prevent  disease  is  a 
problem  the  medical  proession  have  been  trying 
to  solve  for  many  years.  From  personal  observa- 
tion, we  can  aver  that  the  success  of  the  trial 
has  been  truly  wonderful,  while  the  spirit  which 
prompts  it  is  beyond  commendation. 

It  is  not  in  our  own  country  alone  that  the  sub- 
ject has  become  of  so  great  importance,  but  in  the 
older  continents  of  Europe  and  Asia,  also.  The 
great  object  of  government  is  becoming  the  pro- 
tection of  citizens,  not  only  in  their  political  rights, 
but  also  in  their  lives  and  health. 

Many  of  our  States  have  organized  boards  of 
health  for  this  purpose,  and  the  general  govern- 
ment, by  act  of  Congress,  has  established  a  na- 
tional one.  In  most  cases  these  boards  are  made 
up  of  medical  men,  and  hence  much  is  expected 
from  their  deliberations  and  investigations.  The 
general  government  has  made  liberal  allowance  for 
the  pay  of  its  members  of  the  national  board, 
while  all  of  the  State  boards  merely  pay  incidental 
expenses,  and  the  professional  men  constituting 
them  are  expected  to  devote  their  time  and  knowl- 
edge to  the  weal  of  the  public,  gratis.  This  being 
the  case,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  so  little  is 
realized  of  the  great  expectations  which  are  often 
entertained .''  One  year  ago,  the  lower  portion  of 
the  great  Mississippi  valley  was  devastated  by 
that  terrible  scourge,  the  yellow  fever.  It  was 
epidemic,  nor  did  it  cease  its  ravages  until  the 
frosts  of  October  chilled  its  life.  It  would  natur- 
ally be  presumed  that  the  whole  subject  of  that 
epidemic  would  have  been  so  studied  by  the  va- 
rious boards  of  health  that  the  advent  of  the 
disease  at  a  subsequent  time  would  be  met  with  a 
certainty  of  success  in  its  prevention.  Unfortu- 
nately, yellow  fever,  in  spite  of  boards  of  health, 


national.  State  and  municipal,  has  been  endemic 
in  Memphis  this  year,  while  the  country  which  it 
ravished  last  year  has  only  had  a  few  sporadic 
cases.  Evidently  there  is  a  reason  and  a  cause,  or 
causes,  for  this  condition.  Many  reasons  have 
been  assigned,  and  health  boards  have  contented 
themselves  by  "  locking  the  stable  after  the  horse 
was  stolen,"  instead  of  probing  the  root  of  the 
evil  and  removing  the  cause.  In  the  August  num- 
ber of  this  journal  we  hinted  at  a  per  idio-miasm 
as  being  one  of  the  great  factors  in  producing 
yellow  fever  in  Memphis.  Since  writing  that  ar- 
ticle we  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman  long 
a  resident  of  Memphis,  and  connected  for  many 
years  with  the  city  in  a  public  capacity,  that  be- 
fore the  present  system  of  water-works,  water  was 
supplied  through  rain-water  cisterns  built  in  the 
ground  and  lined  with  brick-work,  and  this  again 
lined  with  a  cement.  Most,  if  not  all  of  these 
cisterns,  are  now  cracked  from  top  to  bottom. 
The  nature  of  the  soil  is  of  such  a  character  that 
it  holds  the  water,  and  hence  the  cisterns  are  sup- 
plied in  part  from  the  outside.  The  city  is  also 
well  supplied  with  privy  vaults,  old  and  new, 
through  which  also  the  outside  water  percolates, 
and  becomes  poisoned.  Owing  to  the  price  of 
water  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  are  still 
suppHed  by  these  cisterns.  My  informant  is  of 
opinion  that  this  impure  water  supply,  together 
with  the  extreme  heat,  is  the  cause  of  the  present 
endemic. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  American  Public 
Health  Association,  that  meets  in  Nashville,  No- 
vember 18th  to  2 1  St,  will  supplement  their  discus- 
sion on  certain  points  relating  to  city  sanitation 
by  the  practical  question  connected  with  yel- 
low fever,  as  taught  by  the  epidemic  visitation 
of  1878  and  1879.  The  condition  of  all  cities 
and  towns  that  are  and  have  been  afflicted  by 
yellow  fever  should  be  investigated  by  experts. 
The  water  supply  and  the  water  itself  should  be 
analyzed,  and  especially  if  provided  through  wells 
or  cisterns.  If  boards  of  health  were  to  confine 
themselves  to  the  elucidation  of  such  questions, 
they  would  meet  the  ends  of  their  creation,  and 
the  people  would  be  educated  in  advance  to  pre- 
vent the  evils  which  the  boards  are  created  to  aid 
in  preventing.  But  this  work  will  never  be  effec- 
tually carried  out  until  the  people  realize  that 
medical  men,  while  they  are  philanthropists,  are 
also  flesh  and  blood  like  themselves,  and  that  phi- 
lanthropy is  not  in  itself  sufficient  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  matter-of-fact  butcher,  landlord  and 
grocer. 
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Book  Reviews. 


Sexual  Neurosis,  by  J.  T.  Kent,  M.  D.  St. 
Louis:  1879.  From  the  author.  This  is  a  mono- 
graph of  144  pages,  in  which  the  author  presents 
his  subject  in  plain  language,  practical  and  in- 
structive, and  were  it  read  by  not  only  the  youth  of 
both  sexes,  but  by  those  who  have  entered  upon 
the  marital  relations,  we  believe  it  would  be  the 
means  of  obviating  much  that  is  now  not  under- 
stood, and  also  render  family  relations  much  more 
happy. 

The  Dispensatory  and  Pharmacopoeia  of 
North  America  and  Great  Britain. — By  John 
Buchanan,  M.  D.,  and  John  J.  Siggins,  Phila- 
delphia:   1878. 

The  book  has  a  full  index  of  29  pages,  is  clearly 
printed  on  white  paper,  gives  a  condensed  descrip- 
tion of  the  materia  medica  and  its  preparations, 
and  doubtless  will  be  a  great  aid  to  the  physician 
and  pharmaceutist. 

New  Medical  Books  to  appear  shortly  from  the 
well-known  house  of  Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadelphia. 

A  System  of  Medicine,  edited  by  J.  Rus- 
sell Reynolds,  M.  D.,  with  Notes  and  Additions 
by  Henry  Hartshone,  M.  D.,  in  three  large  and 
handsome  octavo  volumes,  containing  about  3,000 
closely-printed  double-columned  pages. 

Reynolds's  System  of  Medicine  has  acquired  the 
well-deserved  reputation  of  being  the  work  in 
which  modern  British  medicine  is  presented  in  its 
fullest  and  most  practicable  form.  The  American 
edition  will  be  up  to  the  times,  and  in  price  will 
be  brought  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Also,      BUMSTEAD     ON    VENEREAL    DISEASES, 

Fourth  edition,  revised  and  largely  re-written. 

Also,  Leishman's  Midwifery,  a  system  of 
midwifery,  including  the  diseases  of  pregnancy 
and  the  puerperal  state.  Third  and  revised  edition, 
in  one  large  and  handsome  8vo  volume,  with  about 
200  illustrations. 

First  Step  in  Chemical  Principles.— An  introduc- 
tion to  Modern  Chemistry,  intended  especially  for 
Beginners. — By  Henry  Leffmann,  M.  D.,  Lec- 
turer on  Toxicology  in  the  summer  school  of  Jef- 
ferson Medical  College,  Assistant  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Philadelphia  High  School,  etc.  Ed- 
ward Stern  &  Co.:  Philadelphia.  1879.  Price  50 
cents. 

This  is  a  httle  brochure  of  52  pages,  with  an  in- 
dex, bound  in  cloth  and  handsomely  printed.  The 
author  informs  the  reader  "  that  his  purpose  is  to 
make  clear  by  elaborate  explanation  and  illustra- 
tion, those  points  in  theory,  notation  and  nomen- 
clature which  give  trouble  to  beginners."  To  the 
student  of  chemistry  we  cordially  recommend  it. 

Personal  Appearances  in  Health  and  Disease. 

By  Sidney  Copland,  M.  D. 

Baths  and  Bathing.  These  are  Nos.  5  and  6 
of  Appleto7is  Series  of  English  Health  Primers. 
New  York :  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  Publishers,  549 
and  551  Broadway,  1879.  Iii  square  i6mo  volumes, 
cloth  ;  price  40  cents  each. 

The  object  of  No.  5  is  to  try  and  explain  as 
briefly  as  possible  how  and  why  variations  that  are 
so  plain  on  the  surface  can  be  taken  as  indices  of 
disorder  within,  to  give  the  reasons  for  form 
changes  which  occur  within  the  hmits  of  health, 
and  for  those  which  mark  the  departure  from  these 
boundaries. 

No.  6  discusses  the  physiological  action  of  baths, 
their  varieties,   their   localities,   their  uses,  and  a 


visit  to  a  bath.  These  are  practical  little  volumes, 
and  are  as  applicable  in  their  teaching  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  as  to  those  of  Great  Britain. 

Emergencies;  How  to  Avoid  them  and  how 
to  Meet  Them. — Compiled  by  Burt  G.  Wilder, 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  in  Cornell  Univer- 
sity and  the  Medical  School  of  Maine.  Illustrated. 
New  York  :  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  182  Fifth  ave. 
1879.     Price  15  cents. 

This  is  a  little  brochure  to  be  carried  in  the 
pocket  for  use  in  the  absence  of  medical  advice, 
and  more  especially  when  traveling.  The  plates 
on  "drowning"  are  taken  from  the  Michigan 
State  Board  of  Health  reports,  and  forcibly  brings 
us  in  mind  of  the  athletic  form  of  the  author.  Dr. 
Kedzie,  of  Lansing.  It  is  a  multum  in  parvo. 
We  quote  the  following :  "  A  glass  of  milk  is 
said  to  disguise  the  taste  of  as  much  as  five  grains 
of  quinine."  "Take  sweet  things  before  bitter 
medicines."  "  To  accustom  yourself  to  the  sight 
of  blood  visit  a  slaughter-house,"  etc. 

A  Clinical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Nervous  System.  By  M.  Rosenthal,  Professor 
of  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  at  Vienna, 
with  a  preface,  by  Professor  Charcot ;  translated 
from  the  author's  revised  and  enlarged  edition,  by 
L.  Zutzel,  M.  D.  Vol.  2.  New  York:  William 
Wood  &  Co.,  27  Great  Jones  street,  N.  Y.     1879. 

This  is  No.  9  of  Wood's  Library  of  Standard 
Medical  Authors.  In  the  notice  of  vol.  i  in  our 
August  number,  we  recommended  the  work  to  the 
American  reader  as  one  of  great  value,  and  full  of 
information  on  the  subject  of  nervous  diseases. 

Vol.  2  discusses  diseases  of  the  anterior  portion 
of  the  cord  (anterior  sclerosis) ;  hysteria,_  and  its 
concomitant  nervous  disorders ;  spasmodic,  cere- 
bral and  spinal  neurosis ;  neurosis  associated  with 
tremor  and  disorders  of  co-ordination  ;  toxic  neu- 
rosis ;  post-febrile  nervous  disorders ;  anaemic  and 
reflex  paralysis ;  neurosis  of  the  sexual  organs ; 
diseases  of  the  peripheral  nervous  system ;  and 
vaso-votor  and  trophic  neurosis. 

The  two  volumes  make  a  complete  work  on  the 
subject,  and  are  worthy  of  a  close  reading  and 
study. 

The   Advantages  and  Accidents  of   Artificial 

Anaesthesia.— A  Manual  of  Anesthetic  Agents 
and  their  employment  in  the  treatment  of  Dis- 
ease.— By  Lawrettce  Turnbull,  M.  D.,  Ph.  G., 
Aural  Surgeon  to  Jefferson  Medical  College  Hos- 
pital, Physician  to  the  Department  of  Diseases  of 
the  Eye  and  Ear,  Howard  Hospital,  Philadelphia, 
etc.  Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with 
twenty-seven  illustrations.  Philadelphia :  Lindsay 
&  Blakiston,     1879.     Price  $1.50. 

The  object  of  this  work  is  to  give  a  concise  de- 
scription of  the  most  available  agents  as  anaes- 
thetics ;  to  give  the  chief  chemical  tests  for  their 
purity ;  to  exhibit  the  best  mode  of  administra- 
tion and  the  instruments  in  use  for  that  purpose  ; 
to  compare  the  relative  mortality  of  the  anes- 
thetics employed  ;  their  medico-legal  nature,  and 
a  brief  history  of  the  discovery  of  artificial  anaes- 
thesia. Dr.  Turnbull  is  well  known  by  his  manual 
on  the  "diseases  of  the  ear,"  and  full  reliance 
can  be  placed  upon  his  statements.  The  book  is 
a  useful  one,  and  contains  a  'large  fund  of  in- 
formation. It  is  especially  valuable  to  all  those 
who  have  not  had  practical  experience  in  the  use 
of  anaesthetics.  A  copious  index  completes  the 
volume. 

Manual  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Oper- 
ative Surgery.  By  Stephen  Smith,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  to   Bellevue  and   St.  Vincent   Hospitals, 
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New  York.  Boston :  Houghton,  Osgood  &  Co. 
New  York  :  2 1  Astor  Place.  The  Riverside  Press, 
Cambridge,  1879.  One  volume  crown  8vo,  697 
pages.     Cloth,  $4.00;  roan,  $4.50. 

Knowing  the  author  as  we  do,  we  might  let  the 
above  book  pass  with  a  mere  notice  of  the  title, 
and  indorse  it  without  reading.  The  origin  of  the 
Manual  was  the  Hattdbook  of  Surgical  Opera- 
tioits,  prepared  by  the  author  in  1862,  and  specially 
designed  for  military  practice.  This  was  well  re- 
ceived by  the  profession  at  that  time,  and  the 
present  edition  is  prepared  and  issued  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  profession  and  students  of  medicine. 
It  is  a  work  on  operative  surgery,  and  describes : 
1st.  What  Should  be  the  Qualifications  of  a  Sur- 
geon, and  his  Responsibihties.  2d.  The  Necessity 
of  a  Correct  Diagnosis  and  Prognosis.  3d.  The 
Various  Steps  Preparatory  to  Operating.  4th.  The 
Operation,  and  5th,  The  After-treatment.  Opera- 
tions on  the  eye  and  ear  have  only  been  omitted. 
The  book  is  illustrated  by  733  wood  cuts,  each  one 
conveying  to  the  mind  how  the  operation  should 
be  performed  according  to  the  best  authorities.  A 
full  index  completes  the  work.  We  are.  more  than 
satisfied,  and  can  consistently  recommend  it  to  all 
those  who  particularly  aim  to  be  surgeons,  as  a 
model  work  on  operative  surgery. 

All  the  above  works  can  be  had  of  E.  B.  Smith  & 
Co.,  Detroit. 

The  Student's  Guide  to  the  Diseases  of 
Women. — By  Alfred  Lewis  Gallabin,  M.  A., 
M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  P.,  Assistant  Obstetric  Physician 
and  Joint  Lecturer  on  Obstetric  Medicine  to  Guy's 
Hospital ;  Examiner  in  Physiology  and  Obstetric 
Medicine  to  the  University  of  Cambridge,  etc. 
With  sixty-three  illustrations.  Philadelphia :  Lind- 
say &  Blakiston.  1879.  Price  $2;  pp.  364,  with 
a  full  index. 

This  is  a  condensed  work  on  the  diseases  of 
women ;  such  subjects  as  extra-uterine  foetation 
and  retroversion  of  the  pregnant  uterus,  as  are 
found  in  the  text-books  on  midwifery,  have  been 
omitted,  also  most  of  the  gyucecological  opera- 
tions, as  for  i-uptured  perineum  and  vesico-vaginal 
fistula,  which  are  contained  in  text-books  on  sur- 
gery. An  exception  has  been  made  in  the  case  of 
ovariotomy,  which,  as  now  performed  by  the  most 
successful  specialists,  by  the  antiseptic  procedure, 
and  which  is  not  found  in  the  usual  text-books  on 
surgery. 

The  arrangement  of  the  book  is  in  the  main 
based  upon  pathological  anatomy,  yet  when  dis- 
eases could  be  grouped,  the  author  has  not  neg- 
lected to  do  so.  The  work  is  well  illustrated  by 
practical  wood  cuts,  most  of  which  are  new  and 
expressly  prepared  for  it.  In  fact,  it  is  concise  and 
practical — such  a  book  as  is  fitted  for  the  stu- 
dent, and  if  well  studied  will  prepare  him  for  all 
the  operations  of  uterine  surgery.  We  cordially 
recommend  it  to  all  those  who  have  not  the  more 
exhaustive  works  on  diseases  of  women. 

Analysis  of  the  Urine,  with  Special  Reference 
to  the  Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs. — 
K.  B.  Hoffman,  Prof,  in  the  University  of  Gratz, 
and  R.  Ultz7ttan,  Decent  in  the  University  of 
Vienna.  Translated  by  T.  Barton  Brune,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Resident  Physician  Maryland  University 
Hospital,  and  H.  Holbrook  Curtis,  Ph.  B.  New 
York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  549  and  551  Broadway. 

The  great  value  of  this  work  lies  in  the  practical 
hints  and  suggestions  on  the  analysis  and  diagnosis 
of  the  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary  tract.  With- 
out claiming  to  be  an  elaborate  treatise,  it  contains 
all  that  is  necessary  for  the  student  and  practicing 
physician. 

In  Germany  and  Austria  it  has  enjoyed  a  great 


popularity,  and  during  its  first  year  appeared  in 
three  different  languages.  The  publishers  have 
added  eight  photographic  plates,  which  do  not  ap- 
pear in  the  German  edition.  It  is  divided  into 
eight  chapters :  I.  Histology  of  the  Urinary  Or- 
gans. II.  The  Excretion  of  the  Urine.  III.  The 
Urine.  IV.  Reagents  and  Apparatus  for  the 
Approximate  Determination  of  the  Urine  Con- 
stituents. V.  Quantitative  Determination  of  a  few 
of  the  Constituents  of  the  Urine.  VI.  Key  to  the 
Approximate  Analysis  of  the  Urine.  VII.  General 
Diagnosis.  VIII.  Diagnosis  of  the  Diseases  of  the 
Urinary  Apparatus. 

The  book  is  printed  in  large  type,  on  clear  white 
paper,  and  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  armamen- 
tarium of  the  physician  in  the  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment of  those  diseases  which  arise  from  abnormal 
conditions  of  the  genito-urinary  tract. 

The  Multum  in  Parvo  Reference  and  Dose 
Book.  By  C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  A.,  M.  D. 
Third  edition,  revised  and  enlarged  ;  23d  thousand. 
Detroit,  Mich. :  52   Lafayette  avenue. 

From  the  author.  Leonard's  Dose  Book  is  a  long 
i6mo  of  1 10  pages,  and  index. 

This  new  edition  of  the  Dose  Book  contains  the 
doses  of  over  2,500  preparations,  of  which  144  are 
of  iron,  58  of  quinine,  25  of  morphine,  22  of  opium, 
29  of  phosphorus,  51  of  mercury,  58  of  potassium, 
24  of  calcium,  46  of  ammonium,  44  of  acids,  etc. 
His  aim  is  that  it  shall  be  the  most  complete,  in 
this  respect,  of  any  book  issued.  It  is  the  out-of- 
the-way  remedies,  those  little  used,  that  the  prac- 
titioner is  apt  to  need  a  memory-poster  on,  and 
hence  he  has  aimed  to  give  as  large  a  number  as 
possible  of  this  class  of  preparations  in  the  dose 
list.  The  doses  of  225  new  preparations  have  been 
added  to  the  list  in  this  edition. 

The  pages  have  been  carefully  proof-read,  some 
ten  times,  by  seven  different  individuals,  five  of 
whom  are,  or  have  been,  college  professors,  so  as 
to  insure  as  great  freedom  as  possible  from  mis- 
takes in  doses  and  orthography. 

On  general  principles  we  are  opposed  to  dose 
books  and  condensed  compilations  of  every  kind, 
and  have  given  our  reasons  heretofore.  Although 
"  comparisons  are  odious,"  we  must  say  "  Leonard's 
Dose  Book  "  is  the  best.  The  article  on  "  Tests 
for  Urinary  Deposits,"  were  it  to  constitute  the 
whole  book,  is  invaluable  to  the  physician,  and 
worth  the  price ;  also  the  article  on  "  Obstetric 
Practice."  There  are  a  goodly  number  of  many 
other  things  which  every  educated  physician  ought 
to  know,  or  if  he  does  not,  he  should  at  once  speak 
his  professional    "  vale." 

The  author  recognizes  the  fact  that  the  metric 
system  is  too  much  of  an  astringent,  and  hence 
contents  himself  with  a  brief  exposd  of  its  merits. 
He  gives  in  a  foot-note  on  each  page  the  rules  for 
reducing  the  doses  to  the  metric  system.  "  Love's 
labor  lost."  We  confess  to  be  too  much  Anglo- 
American  to  advise  the  introduction  of  the  French 
system  as  a  substitute  for  our  own.  It  is  alto- 
gether too  risky  for  the  public  safety. 

To  be  obtained  of  the  author,  price,  cloth,  75 
cents. 


Pamphlets  Received. 


Observations  on  the  Mechanical  Treatment  of 
Diseases  of  the  Hip  Joint.  By  Charles  Fayette 
Taylor,  M.  D.  Reprint  from  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  March  6,  1879. 

Emotional  Prodigality.  By  C.  Fayette  Tay- 
lor,  M.   D,     Read  before  the  New  York   Odon- 
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tological  Society,  March   18,  1879.     Reprint  from 
the  Dental  Cosmos,  Philadelphia,  July,  1879. 
Compliments  of  the  author. 

Tracheotomy  with  the  Galvano-Cautery.     By 

Wm    A.  Byrd,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis.     Repnnt   from 
St.  Louis  Clinical  Record.     From  the  author. 

An  Examination  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Mini- 
mum Dose  and  the  Theory  of  Dynamization  Pro- 
mulgated by  Dr.  Hahnemann,  by  H.  M.  Paine, 
M.  D.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Address  delivered  before  the  New  Orleans  Aux- 
iliary Sanitary  Association,  by  John  H.  Ranch, 
M.  D.,  Pres.  111.  Board  of  Health. 

Sanitary  Problems  of  Chicago,  Past  and  Pres- 
ent by  7.  H.  Ranch,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago.  From 
the 'author.  This  is  a  reprint  from  the  transactions 
of  the  American  Public  Health  Association,  vol.  14, 
and  is  the  president's  address  for  1877. 

Cleanliness,  Health,  Wealth. -The  Evil  and 
the  Remedy  for  the  Privy  System  of  New  Orleans 
A  renort  to  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association  and  accepted  by  the  New  Orleans 
Auxiliary  Sanitary  Association.  From  J.  H.  Ranch, 
M.  D. 

Contributions  to  the  Hydrological  Treatment 
of  Bright's  Disease.  By  Dr.  A.  W.  Roaldes, 
Resident  Physician,  Waukesha  Springs,  Wisconsin. 
Read  before  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Association.  Reprint  from  Ne%v  Orleans  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal,  1879. 

Report  on  Milk  and  Dairies  in  the  City  of  Nev^ 
Orleans.  Presented  to  the  New  Orleans  Medica 
and  Surgical  Association,  and  unanimously  adopted 
at  their  meeting  held  on  Saturday,  July  5,  1879. 

An  address  from  the  Auxiliary  Sanitary  Associa- 
tion of  New  Orleans,  to  the  other  cities  and  towns 
in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  Both  pubhshed  by 
authority  of  the  Auxiliary  Sanitary  Association, 
June,  1879. 

Dermatitis  Venenata ;  o^R^us  Toxicodendron, 
and  its  Action.     By  Roswell  Park,  A.  M.,M.D 
Assistant  to  Chair  of  Anatomy,  Chicago  Medical 
College,   Surgeon   to   Southside    Dispensary,   etc. 
Reprinted   from   Archives   of   Dermatology,  July, 

1879.     From  the  author. 


and  Spread  of  Infectious  Diseases,"  and  is  a  well 
written  paper.  The  other  papers  are  all  of  an  in- 
teresting character. 

Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
Kansas,  at  its  thirteenth  annual  meeting  held  in 
Atkinson,  Kansas,  May  13th,  14th  and  15th,  1879; 
pages  118.     Compliments  State  Medical  Society. 

Membership  177;  Dr.  C.  C.  Finley,  president, 
Wichita;  secretary,  F.  D.  Morse,  M.  D.,  Lawrence. 
The  proceedings  show  the  society  is  in  a  healthy 
condition,  and  the  papers  are  of  more  than  ordinary- 
merit. 

Statistics  of  Placenta  Previa.— Collected  from 
the  practice  of  physicians  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 
By  Enoch  A.  King,  M.  D.,  Galena,  Ind.— This  is 
a  pamphlet  of  50  pages,  and  is  the  result  of  a  cir- 
cular sent  to  the  physicians  of  the  State,  by  the 
author.  1 1 2  cases  are  reported,  and  are  condensed 
in  columns  giving  name  of  reporter,  date  of  con- 
finement, number  of  pregnancies,  time  ot  preg- 
nancy, presentation  of  placenta,  presentation  ot 
child,  treatment,  result  to  mother,  result  to  child, 
remarks.  In  the  1 1 2  cases  the  percentage  of  deaths 
to  the  mother  was  26.78,  and  of  the  child  55.96. 
By  request  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  the  doctor 
was  induced  to  continue  the  collection  and  report 
at  the  meeting  of  1880.  The  subject  is  one  of 
invaluable  research,  and  when  completed  will  serve 
as  data  upon  which  to  base  scientific  treatment. 
Thus  far  in  the  inquiry  there  is  but  little  difference 
between  the  author's  and  Trask's  statistics  as  given 
in  Tran.  A.  M.  Ass.,  1855.     From  the  author. 

The  Yellow  Fever  Germ  on  Coast  and  Inland. 
—A  Discussion  of  Ship  and  Railroad  Quarantine, 
before  the  Medical  Association  of  Georgia.  Rome, 
April  16,  1879.  Pages  26.  By  Henry  Eraser 
Campbell,  M.  D.,  Augusta,  Ga.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Endemic,  Epidemic  and  Contagious 
Diseases,  in  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  Reprint  from  the  Transactions.  Com- 
pliments of  the  author. 

The  author  adopts  the  germ  theory  of  yellow 
fever,  and  believes  in  its  portability  by  railroads 
and  by  ships,  and  hence  believes  quarantine  to  be 
a  sine  qua  non,  with  or  without   disinfection,  but 

more  particularly  with  disinfection.     It   is  written 

in   the   usual   forcible   style   of    its   distinguished 

author. 


A  New  Removable  Paper  Brace,  for  the  Treat- 
ment of  Cases  of  the  Spine,  and  of  Lateral  Cur- 
vature, by  the  insertion  of  a  rubber  band  to  exert 
continuous  pressure  over  the  deformity.  By  ^. 
Morgan  Vance,  M.  D.,  Junior  Assistant  Hospita 
or  Ruptured  and  Crippled,  New  York.  Read 
before  the  New  York  County  Medical  Society, 
Tune  28  1879.  Report  from  the  Hospital  Gazette, 
July  1 9,' 1 879.     Comphments  of  the  author. 

Reports  of  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  London, 
Ont  for  the  years  ending  Sept.  30,  1877,  and  Sept. 
•^o  1878,  addressed  to  J.  A.  Langman,  Esq  In- 
spector of  Asylums,  etc.,  for  the  province  of  Onta- 
rio By  R.  M.Bucke,  M.  D.,  Superintendent, 
London,  Ontario,  Advertiser  Steam  Presses,  Rich- 
mond street,  1879-  Compliments  of  the  Superin- 
tendent. 

Transactions    of   the    Tv^enty-sixth    Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  held  at  Greensborough,  May  20th 
2ist  and  22d,  1879;  pages  120      Compliments  of 
the  secretary,  Thomas  F.  Wood,  M.  D. 

We  congratulate  the  profession  of  the  old  pine 
tree  state  Their  transactions  show  a  membership 
of  nearly  two  hundred.  The  president  s  address 
was  "The  Conditions  Essential  to  the  Propagation 


Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Medical 
Education,  before  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Soci- 
ety at  its  Twenty-ninth  Anniversary'  Meeting,  held 
at  Lincoln,  May,  1879-  E.  Ingals,  M.  D.,  Chair- 
man of  Committee.  ,     •     f  t 

This  report  takes  strong  grounds  in  favor  ot 
both  advanced  preliminary  and  collegiate  educa- 
tion. After  stating  that  "  the  management  and 
support  of  institutions  for  medical  instruction  in 
the  United  States  has  been  left  almost  entirely  to 
private  enterprise,"  it  pays  the  following  tribute  to 
the  State  of  Michigan  :  "  The  most  conspicuous 
exception  to  this  practice  is  presented  in  the  en- 
licrhtened  action  of  the  State  of  Michigan  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  the  Mechcal 
Department  of  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor.  The 
plan  on  which  this  school  is  conducted  is  correct 
to  the  extent  that  those  who  instruct  the  students 
have  no  pecuniary  interest  in  the  size  of  the  class 
or  the  number  of  graduates,  as  the  faculty  are 
paid  a  stipulated  salary  from  the  public  treasury. 
This  university  has  a  remarkable  and  instructive 
history,  and  it  may  well  be  held  a  subject  of  just 
pride  by  every  citizen  of  the  State  that  has  so 
wisely  established  and  generously  maintained  it. 

We   are  sorry  our  space  does  not  permit  us  to 
print  the  report  in  full.     We  wish  it  could  be  put 
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in  the  hands  of  every  medical  man  and  woman  in 
the  country.  It  has  the  ring  of  true  metal,  and 
the  reporter  is  well  informed  on  the  subject  upon 
which  he  writes.  Let  the  ball  be  kept  rolling,  and 
erelong  the  colleges  will  heed  the  demand,  and 
those  who  do  not  will  sooner  or  later  be  simply  a 
matter  of  history. 

Proceedings  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Rush 
Medical  College,  Chicago,  1879.  Evidently  the 
alumni  had  a  good  time  and  a  happy  reunion. 
Under  the  head  of  miscellaneous  business,  Dr. 
Ephraim  Ingals,  of  the  class  of  1847-8,  offered  the 
following,  and  moved  that  it  be  printed  in  the  trans- 
actions, but  that  action  on  it  be  postponed  until  the 
next  annual  meeting  : 

"The  Alumni  of  Rush  Medical  College  desire  to 
express,  in  a  formal  and  public  manner,  the  affec- 
tionate regard  we  entertain  for  our  Alma  Mater, 
our  pride  in  her  past  history,  and  our  confident 
hopes  for  her  increased  usefulness  in  the  future. 
We  hold  that  her  supreme  duty  to  the  public, 
which  has  always  accorded  her  a  generous  support, 
demands  that  her  first  aim  and  object  should  be  to 
aid  in  exalting  the  attainments  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, and  by  so  doing  to  increase  its  usefulness, 
power  and  respectability.  As  a  mode  of  accom- 
plishing these  results  we  would  respectfully  offer  to 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  college  the  following 
suggestions : 

"  I.  To  increase  the  regular  annual  term  of  college 
instruction  to  a  period  of  not  less  than  nine  months. 

"2.  To  require  attendance  on  three  full  terms  of 
medical  lectures  as  a  prerequisite  to  admission  to 
examination  for  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine. 

"  3.  To  institute  preliminary  examinations  for  stu- 
dents who  apply  for  matriculation  to  the  school, 
and  admit  only  such  as  have  at  least  a  thorough 
English  education." 

The  motion  to  print  and  consider  at  the  next 
meeting  was  carried. 

This  is  another  proof  that  the  profession  are 
ahead  of  the  colleges  in  the  demand  for  advanced 
education,  and  we  are  much  mistaken  if  Rush 
Medical  College  does  not  another  year  heed  the 
request  of  her  alumni. 

On  the  Connection  of  the  Hepatic  Functions 
with  Uterine  Hyperaemias,  Fluxions,  Congestions 
and  Inflammation,  with  Appendix.  By  L.  F. 
Warner,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass.,  Vice  President  of 
the  Gynagcological  Society  of  Boston,  and  Physician 
to  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital  for  Women,  Past  Vice 
President  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
Fellow  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Missouri 
and  Massachusetts,  etc.  Reprint  from  the  trans- 
actions of  the  American  Medical  Association,  1878. 
Cambridge  :  Printed  at  the  Riverside  Press,  iSyg. 
Compliments  of  the  author. 

This  paper  was  discussed  in  the  section  of  Ob- 
stetrics and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children, 
where  it  received  commendable  attention,  and  after 
discussion,  was  referred  for  publication.  We  fully 
indorse  the  opinion  of  the  author  in  that  local  dis- 
ease of  the  uterus  depends  often  upon  functional 
disease  of  other  organs,  and  more  particularly  that 
of  the  liver — and  we  might  advance  further  and 
say  that  most,  if  not  all  local  diseases  depend  upon 
a  general  discrasia  of  the  system.  Hence  before 
local  treatment  is  commenced,  a  survey  should  be 
had  of  all  the  organs,  and  especially  the  body  at 
large. 

The  author  shows  what  an  important  relation 
there  exists  between  the  liver  and  uterus,  and  how 
necessary  it  is  that  the  liver  should  be  made  healthy 
in  its  function  before  treatment  of  the  uterus  be- 
gins.    In  this  view  he  is  indorsed   by  such  writers 


as  Frerichs,  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  Henry  de 
Field,  H.  G.  Wright,  M.  A.  Pallen,  Robert  Barns 
and  H.  R.  Storer,  and  whose  views  appear  in  an 
appendix.  We  are  glad  the  doctor  has  given  his 
paper  a  wider  circulation  than  that  obtained 
through  the  transactions  of  the  American  Medical 
Association. 

Transactions  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical 
Society  for  the  year  1879.  No.  3,  vol.  vii.  Lan- 
sing, Mich.  From  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Geori;e  E. 
Ranney,  Lansing. 

This  is  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  14th 
annual  meeting.  New  series.  The  history  of  the 
State  Medical  Society  goes  back  into  territorial 
times,  when  medical  societies  had  some  power  over 
their  members,  and  also  over  the  territory  or  State 
they  represented.  The  old  society  expired  by 
limitation  in  the  fall  of  1850.  Since  when  two  at- 
tempts were  made  to  keep  up  the  State  organiza- 
tion. The  last  thus  far  has  been  a  success.  It  is 
now  conducted  on  purely  individual  membership. 
This  was  done  in  order  that  physicians  living  out- 
side of  local  or  county  societies,  where  none  are 
organized,  could  be  elected  members,  and  partake 
of  its  benefits.  The  minutes  give  the  ordinary 
routine  pertaining  to  such  societies. 

The  President's  address  by  Dr.  Cox,  of  Battle 
Creek,  was  on  the  subject  of  "Crimmal  Abortion." 
He  took  strong  ground  against  that  now  very  cry- 
ing evil,  and  made  a  strong  appeal  to  the  profession 
to  use  their  power  in  preventing  it. 

Dr.  Christian,  of  Wyandotte,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Shortness  of  the  Umbilical  Cord  a  cause  of  Re- 
tarded Labors  and  of  Accidents."  He  bases  hie 
opinion  on  37  consecutive  cases,  too  small  a  num- 
ber to  generalize  from,  but  at  the  same  time  offer- 
ing interesting  suggestions.  It  is  an  interesting 
and  valuable  paper. 

Hour-glass  Contractions  of  the  Uterus,  by  Dr. 
J.  S.  Caulkins. 

Fatal  Use  of  the  Aspirator ;  Experiments  on  the 
introduction  of  Air  in  the  Veins,  by  Hal  C.  Wy- 
man,  M.  D. 

Two  Cases  of  Lymphadenosis,  or  Hodgkin's 
Disease,  with  Observations,  by  Dr.  G.  K.  Johnson, 
of  Grand  Rapids. 

How  we  held  the  Perineum  40  years  ago,  by  Dr. 
Kinne,  of  Ypsilanti. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charges  pending  in 
the  American  Med.  Association,  by  the  Committee, 
Drs.  Brodie  and  Hitchcock, 

Moral  Insanity,  by  Dr.  Herres. 

Clinical  Notes  of  12  cases  of  Ovariotomy,  by 
Dr.  Donald  McLean,  Professor  of  Surgery,  U.  of 
M.,  Ann  Arbor. 

Report  on  the  Work  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  by  Dr.  Henry  F.  Lyster,  member  of  the 
Board,  Detroit. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology,  submit- 
ted by  Dr.  N.  F.  Breakey,  Ann  Arbor. 

A  list  of  the  names  of  members,  the  officers  of 
the  Society,  and  the  names  of  those  who  have  died 
since  its  organization,  complete  the  volume. 

It  is  creditably  prepared  by  the  Secretary,  and 
neatly  printed  by  W.  S.George  &  Co.;  and  al- 
though the  papers  contain  no  brilliant  discoveries, 
yet  they  present  some  practical  suggestions  and 
reports  that  are  of  some  real  value,  and  are  a  credit 
to  the  profession  of  the  State. 

Periodicals. 

The  Boston   Medical   and   Surgical  Journal  is 

the  leading  medical  journal  of  New  England,  and 
contains  nothing  but  original  matter.  It  is  pub- 
lished   by    Houghton,    Osgood   &    Co.,   Winthrop 
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Square,  Boston,  Mass.  Terms  $5.00  per  annum  or 
fifteen  cents  per  copy ;  weekly.  Houghton,  Os- 
good &  Co.  also  publish  the  Law  Reporter,  $10.00 
per  annum ;  weekly. 

The  American  Architect  and  Building  News, 
terms  $7.50  a  year,  or  $6.00  in  advance ;  weekly. 

The  United  States  Official  Postal  Guide  ;  quar- 
terly, $1.50  per  annum,  tifty  cents  a  number. 

The  Atlantic  Monthly ;  monthly,  $4.00  a  year, 
thirty-five  cents  a  number. 

Dwight's  Jourftal  of  Music,  published  fort- 
nightly, terms  $2.50  in  advance. 

Houghton,  Osgood  &  Co.  club  the  rates  of  all 
their  publications,  making  a  liberal  discount  to 
those  who  take  two  or  more  journals.  Besides  they 
issue  annually  many  valuable  medical  books. 

London  Lancet,  American  Edition,  will  enter 
its  thirty-sixth  year  in  1880.     It  is  now  published 


by  the  Industrial  Publication  Company,  14  DeySt., 
New  York,  postoffice  box  2852.  The  publishers 
purpose  for  the  next  year  to  present  the  Lancet  to 
its  subscribers  as  a  reprint  of  the  London  edition 
full  in  all  particulars,  at  $5.00  per  annum.  Single 
copies  fifty  cents  each ;  two  copies,  per  annum,  for 
$9.00.  We  can  recommend  it  as  one  of  the  most 
valuable  of  foreign  medical  journals. 


Announcement. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  Kentucky  Tri-State  Medical  Society 
will  be  held  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  the  4th,  5th, 
6th,  and  7th  days  of  November,  1879.  !-*''•  G.  W. 
Burton,  Mitchel,  Ind.,  Secretary. 


Proceedings  of  Societies. 


Canada  Medical  Association. 

This  association  held  its  annual  meeting  in  Lon- 
don, Ontario,  on  Wednesday  the  loth  inst. 

The  meeting  took  place  in  Victoria  Hall,  a  pleas- 
ant and  agreeable  room  for  the  occasion. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  presi- 
dent. Dr.  McDonald,  of  Hamilton.  After  reading 
the  minutes  of  last  meeting,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  arrangements  was  read.  Dr.  Wm.  Bro- 
die,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  as  representative  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  was  received  and 
invited  to  a  seat  with  the  president. 

Drs.  Lyster  and  Gustin,  of  Detroit,  Drs.  Leaming 
and  Goodwillie,  of  New  York  city,  and  Dr.  Dun- 
lap,  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  were  elected  members  by 
invitation  and  invited  to  seats  on  the  platform. 

Dr.  Botsford,  of  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  read 
the  report  on  climatology  and  epidemic  disease,  in 
which  he  paid  a  high  compliment  to  the  Board  of 
Health  of  Michigan  and  Dr.  Baker  its  secretary. 

Drs.  Brodie  and  Lyster  made  some  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  health,  and  the  latter,  as  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  invited  the  members 
of  the  Canadian  Association  to  meet  with  the  State 
Board  of  Health  in  a  sanitary  convention  to  be 
held  in  Detroit  in  January  next. 

Dr.  Bucke,  of  London,  superintendent  of  the 
London  Insane  Asylum,  read  a  paper  on  "  Alcohol 
in  Health  and  Disease,"  the  discussion  on  which 
showed  a  marked  difference  of  opinion. 

The  first  order  of  business  in  the  afternoon  was 
the  president's  address.  His  subject  was  "Hospi- 
tal Accommodation,"  in  which  he  took  strong 
ground  against  palatial  buildings  for  hospitals  and 
recommended  the  one-story  pavilions  which  can  be 
easily  managed  and  thoroughly  ventilated,  and 
such  as  can  be  erected  in  every  town  and  village  at 
a  small  cost.  The  address  was  well  received.  Dr. 
Leaming,  of  New  York,  read  a  paper  on  epidemic 
pleuro-pneumonia. 

Dr.  Goodwillie,  also  of  New  York,  read  a  paper 
on  hindrance  of  respiration  from  diseases  of  the 
nose  in  which  he  recommended  a  circular  segment 
to  be  removed  from  the  septum  in  those  cases 
where  warping  took  place  and  thus  closing  up  one 
of  the  nostrils. 

Dr.  Barns,  of  Toronto,  read  a  paper  upon  the 
value  of  vital  statistics. 

Dr.  Workman,  of  Toronto,  on  "Placenta  Prae- 
via,"  in  which  exception  was  taken  to  the  views  of 
Sir  James  Simpson. 

Dr.  Grant,  of  Ottawa,  read  a  report  of  a  case  of 
dermoid  cyst  which  he   had   cured  by  an   incision 


and  removal  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  cyst. 
The  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Dunlap,  of  Ohio, 
and  Ostler,  of  Montreal. 

Dr.  Roseburgh  read  a  paper  on  fibrous  tumors 
of  the  uterus,  but  presented  no  new  facts. 

Thursday  session  Dr.  Noyes,  of  Detroit,  was 
elected  a  member  by  invitation. 

Dr.  Ostler  demonstrated  the  medical  anatomy  of 
the  brain,  and  illustrated  his  subject  by  diagrams 
and  sections  of  the  brain  prepared  by  himself  after 
Giacommenest's  method. 

Although  a  young  man.  Dr.  Ostler  stands  in  the 
first  rank  of  pathologists  and  has  not  his  superior 
in  the  Canadas.  Dr.  Grant,  in  moving  a  vote  of 
thanks,  said  he  (Dr.  Ostler)  was  one  of  the  leading 
pathologists  of  the  world.     [Applause.] 

Dr.  BuUer  read  a  paper  "  Upon  the  Treatment 
of  Iritis  by  Pilocarpine."  By  request  of  the  presi- 
dent, Dr.  Noyes,  of  Detroit,  made  some  remarks 
on  the  paper,  and  stated  he  had  received  beneficial 
effects  in  iritis  from  the  remedy  named. 

Dr.  Holmes,  of  Chatham,  read  a  paper  on  the 
"  Antagonistic  Action  of  Cold  Apphed  Externally 
in  the  Febrile  State." 

Dr.  Playter,  of  Toronto,  read  a  short  paper  on 
"  Therapeutics  and  Materia  Medica." 

Dr.  F.  W.  Campbell  read  a  paper  on  duodenal 
ulcer,  and  illustrated  the  same  by  plates. 

Dr.  Hingston  presented  an  able  and  carefully 
prepared  paper  on  "Lithotrity."  Lithotomy  is  no- 
where in  the  doctor's  opinion,  and  he  may  be  right, 
especially  in  the  section  of  country  m  which  he 
practices  his  surgical  skill. 

The  Association  then  temporarily  adjourned  to 
take  lunch  at  the  asylum  for  the  insane,  by  invita- 
tion of  Dr.  Bucke,  the  superintendent,  and  royally 
were  they  entertained.  The  dining-hall  was  decor- 
ated with  flags  and  flowers,  among  which  the  stars 
and  stripes  were  prominent.  Dr.  Grant  proposed 
the  toast  of  the  Ontario  government  coupled  with 
the  name  of  Dr.  Bucke  and  assistants.  To  the 
liberality  of  the  Ontario  government  the  association 
was  indebted  for  the  sumptuous  repast.  Dr.  David 
proposed  the  health  of  our  "American  Cousins." 
Dr.  Brodie  in  behalf  of  the  cousins  returned  thanks 
for  the  toast,  and  in  eulogistic  terms  proposed  the 
London  Insane  Asylum  and  its  superintendent. 
Dr.  Bucke.  Dr.  Bucke  responded  in  behalf  of  the 
government  and  his  assistants,  and  invited  all 
present  to  visit  the  institution  and  see  for  them- 
selves. He  stated  that  their  hospitals  for  the  insane 
contained  two  thousand  five  hundred  beds,  and  at 
present  there  were  four  hundred  beds  unoccupied. 
The  asylum  and  grounds  were  in  excellent  condi- 
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tion  and  the  inmates  showed  that  kindness  and 
care  were  bountifully  and  kindly  expended  upon 
them.  The  system  adopted  is  the  English  one  in 
which  the  patients  are  thrown  together  with  abun- 
dant out-door  exercise,  and  all  who  can  labor  are 
employed. 

At  four  o'clock  the  association  resumed  its  sit- 
tings. Dr.  Fulton  read  a  report  on  necrology. 
Dr.  Fye  read  a  paper  on  treatment  of  post-partum 
hemorrhage  by  topical  application.  The  paper 
was  well  received. 

Dr.  Ross  presented  a  report  of  a  case  of  dilata- 
tion of  the  stomach  which  he  treated  by  the  stom- 
ach pump. 

Dr.  Roddick,  of  Montreal,  reported  a  case  of 
meningocele  which  he  treated  by  ligature,  but  ulti- 
mately proved  fatal. 

Dr.  Hanson  gave  an  address  upon  his  observa- 
tion of  disease  in  the  past  thirty-four  years. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year: 

President — Dr.  R.  P.  Howard,  of  Montreal. 

Vice-Presidents — Dr.  Hill,  Sr.,  for  Ontario ;  Dr. 
F.  W.  Campbell,  for  Quebec  ;  Dr.  Atherton,  for 
New  Brunswick ;  Hon.  Dr.  Parker,  for  Nova  Sco- 
tia. 

General  Secretary — Dr.  A.  H.  David,  Montreal. 

'Treasurer — Dr.  Robillard,  Montreal. 

The  place  for  the  next  meeting,  Ottawa,  and  the 
time  the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  1880. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  president,  to 
v.'hich  he  happily  responded.  The  society  then 
adjourned. 

In  the  evening  a  grand  banquet  was  given  the 
association  by  the  profession  of  London,  to  which 
all  the  members  and  their  guests  were  invited. 
The  dining-room  of  the  Tecumseh  House  was 
elegantly  decorated  and  the  dinner  was  sumptuous 
and  the  wines  delicious.  The  chair  was  filled  by 
Dr.  Bucke,  and  the  vice-chairs  by  Drs.  Fraser  and 
Payne.  After  full  justice  had  been  done  the  viands 
the  cloth  was  cleared,  when  the  president  proposed 
the  health  of  the  Queen,  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  and  the  royal  family,  which  was  drunk 
standing,  as  was  also  that  of  the  Governor  General 
and  Princess  Louise.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  was  also  enthusiastically  called,  and  was 
responded  to  by  the  U.  S.  Consul,  Mr.  PL  Cutcheon, 
and  Dr.  Noyes.  The  American  Medical  Profession 
was  responded  to  by  Drs.  Brodie  and  Dunlap,  and 
drank  with  honor.  The  sociability  was  continued 
into  the  "  wee  sma'  hours  ayont  the  twall,"  when  all 
separated  with  a  rousing  cheer  for  the  medical 
profession  of  the  city  of  London. 


Detroit  Medical   and   Library  Associa- 
tion. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Detroit  Medical  and 
Library  Association  was  held  at  their  rooms. 
Cranage  block,  Monday  evening,  Oct.  6th.  The 
Secretary  reported  the  membership  57.  The  aver- 
age attendance  was  18.  The  indebtedness  of  the 
association  does  not  exceed  $100. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  : 

President— Y>r.  H.  A.  Cleland. 
Vice-President — Dr.  T.  F.  Kerr. 
Secretary — Dr.  Willard  Chaney. 
Treasurer — Dr.  Morse  Stewart,  Jr. 

The  retiring  President,  Dr.  Shurly,  then  ad- 
dressed the  association.  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  society  to  the  necessity  of  organization.  That 
the  elevation  of  the  profession  is  not  the  idea  of 
modern  time,  and  that  in  societies  is  the  place  to 
settle   professional   questions.      He   congratulated 


the  association  upon  its  growth  and  progress,  and 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  association  will  ultimately 
accomplish  the  design  of  its  organization. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  was  given  Mr.  Geo.  S. 
Davis  for  courtesies  in  publishing  their  transactions. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


The  American  Dermatological  Society. 

The  American  Dermatological  Association  held 
its  third  annual  meeting  in  New  York,  August 
26,  27  and  28.  The  opening  address  was  by  the 
President,  Dr.  Louis  A.  Duhring,  of  Philadelphia, 
"  On  the  Progress  of  Dermatology  in  the  United 
States." 

2.  A  case  of  Incomplete  Vitiligo,  by  Dr.  L  E. 
Atkinson,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

3.  A  contribution  to  the  Study  of  the  Bullous 
Eruption  induced  by  the  Ingesta  of  Iodide  of  Po- 
tassium, by  Dr.  Jas.  Nevins  Hyde,  of  Chicago. 

4.  Two  cases  of  Chancre  of  the  Lip,  probably 
acquired  through  cigars,  by  Dr.  L.  Duncan  Bulk- 
ley,  of  New  York. 

5.  The  Treatment  of  Eczema  and  Ulcers  of  the 
Leg  by  an  elastic  tubular  bandage,  by  Dr.  Geo.  H. 
Fox,  of  New  York. 

6.  Microscopical  Studies  on  Inflammation  of  the 
Skin,  by  Dr.  Charles  Heitzman,  of  New  York. 

7.  {Second  Day.)  Viola  Tricolor,  by  Dr.  H.  G. 
Piffard,  of  New  York. 

8.  A  case  of  Chronic  Inflammatory  Tuberculo- 
Vesicular  Disease  of  the  Skin,  by  Dr.  Arthur  Van 
Hariington,  of  Philadelphia. 

9.  The  Tattooing  of  Cutaneous  Nasvi,  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Sherwell,  of  Brooklyn. 

10.  A  case  of  Multiple  Tumors  of  the  Skin  ac- 
companied by  intense  pruritus,  by  Dr.  W.  A.  Hard- 
away,  of  St.  Louis. 

11.  Supplement  to  a  case  of  Inflammatory  Fun- 
goid Neoplasm,  by  Dr.  Duhring. 

1 2.  A  variety  of  MoUuscum  Verrucosum  present- 
ing unusual  features,  by  Dr.  Hyde. 

13.  {Third  Day.)  Etiology,  by  Dr.  Jas.  C. 
White,  of  Boston. 

14.  On  the  Nature  of  Syphilis,  by  Dr.  R.  W. 
Taylor,  of  New  York. 

15.  Obliteration  of  Varicose  Vessels  in  Rosacea 
by  Electrolysis,  by  Dr.  Hardaway. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  en- 
suing year : 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Duhring,  President,  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  E.  Wigglesworth,  Boston,  and  Dr.  W.  A. 
Hardaway,  St.  Louis,  Vice-Presidents. 

Dr.  Arthur  Van  Harlinger,  Secretary,  Philadel- 
phia. 

Dr.  I.  E.  Atkinson,  Treasurer,  Baltimore. 

The  association  adjourned  to  meet  at  Newport 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  August,  1880. 

The  American  Dermatological  Association  has 
become  a  fixed  fact,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  we 
congratulate  our  confreres  on  the  character  of  the 
papers  read  and  discussed,  and  the  great  interest 
•taken  by  them  in  dermatological  disease.  We 
were  only  sorry  we  could  not  be  present  to  enjoy 
the  meeting. 


Proceedings    of  the   Wayne   County 
Medical  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Wayne  County  Medi- 
cal Society  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Oct. 
2d,  at  the  office  of  the  President,  Dr.  William 
Brodie. 

The  first  business  was  the  reading  of  a  paper  by 
J.  J.  Mulheron,  M.  D.,  who  selected  as  his  topic 
"  Obesity — a  few  thoughts  on  its  nature  and  treat- 
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ment."  The  paper  did  not  as  fully  cover  the  field 
as  its  author  desired  and  will  be  concluded  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  society.  In  view  of  this  fact 
discussion  of  the  subject  was  postponed. 

THE   president's   ADDRESS. 

After  the  reading  of  Dr.  Mulheron's  paper,  Dr. 
Brodie  read  his  annual  address  as  follows : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Wayne  County  Medical  Society : 
Another  year  has  passed  in  our  history,  and  a 
Divine  Providence  has  spared  to  us  our  original 
number,  nor  has  sickness  or  injury  confined  us  to 
beds  of  suffering.  It  is  a  source  of  congratulation 
that  we  are  together  at  this  annual  meeting  under 
such  auspices.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of 
interest  and  I  trust  one  of  profit  to  each  of  you, 
and  we  trust  the  beginning  of  one  of  still  greater 
benefit  and  usefulness. 

Societies  have  a  two-fold  benefit  on  their  mem- 
bers. First,  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  and 
secondly,  of  the  social  relation.  The  first  is  at- 
tained in  the  reading  and  discussion  of  papers  and 
the  recitation  of  the  observations  and  experience 
collected  at  the  bedside  and  office  chair. 

Societies  are  the  forum  upon  which  observations 
are  compared   and  tested,   the  school  wherein  is 
learned  the  changes  and  progress  of  diseases  and 
the  remedial   agents  valuable  in   their  treatment, 
where  intellect  is  matched  against   intellect,  and 
where  the  neophyte  learns  to  express  himself  and 
take   confidence   in  his    demonstration  before  his 
fellows.     They  are  the  training  schools  for  public 
teachers,  and  he  who  takes  an  active  part  in  their 
growth  and  usefulness  receives  in  return  a  facility 
of  expression  that  enables  him  to  speak  with  such 
confidence    as    will   command    attention.      In    a 
country   like   ours,  physicians   occupy    prominent 
positions,  which   in   many   cases  are   of  a  public 
character,  and  necessarily  are  expected  to  convey 
their  knowledge  extempore  to  their  hearers.     How 
often  it  is  the  case  where  the  man  of  fluent  speech 
and  personal   confidence   will   charm  his  hearers 
with  bare   words,  while   the  man   of  intelligence, 
surcharged   with  facts,   but    timorous    before    an 
audience,   will   fail   entirely    to    command    atten- 
tion.     Again,    the  peculiar  relation  of    physician 
and  patient,  combining  so  much  of  a  confidential 
character,  renders  him  naturally  reticent  and  non- 
communicative,  and  his  mind,  like  a  granary,  only 
receives   to  retain.     Is   it,  then,   to    be  wondered 
that  the  lawyer  and  the  clergy   rank   him  in   the 
public  estimation  }     This  should  not  be.     We  have 
our  remedy  in  our  society  meetings,  and  it  is  our 
own  fault  that  we  do  not  grasp  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  them  and  become  as  fluent  in  the 
expression  of  our  opinions  before  the  public  as  the 
other  .earned  professions.     The  cultivation  of  the 
social     relations     between    members    should    be 
another  result  of  society  meetings.     Medical  men 
in  their  daily  associations  are,  as  a  rule,  more  or 
less  isolated    from  one  another,  seldom   meeting 
except  by  the  bedside  in  consultation,  or  casually 
on  the  street.     In  societies  they   are  brought   to- 
gether, shake   one   another's  hands,  and  hear  one 
another's   voices,   explain    misapprehensions   that 
may  have  occurred  in  the  past,  and  in  many  ways 
make  friendships  the  end  of  time  only  dissipates. 
Medical  societies,  like  all  others,  to  be   successful 
require  a  punctual  attendance  from   its   members, 
as  well  as  a  prompt  fulfillment  of  all  the  obliga- 
tions consequent  to  membership.     The  promise  to 
prepare  and  read  a  paper  upon  any  agreed  subject 
should  be  scrupulously  fulfilled,  and  the  members 
should    be   as   morally   bound   to  be  present  and 
hear  it. 
As  all  societies  need   more   or   less  a  pecuniary 


support,  every  member  should  feel  a  personal  in- 
terest in  the  prompt  payment  of  his  dues.  The 
mutual  interest  is  thereby  stimulated  and  each  one 
feels  an  independence  he  cannot  feel  when  he  does 
not  fulfill  his  society  obligations. 

There  is  another  point  I  wish  to  call  to  your  at- 
tention and  it  comes  within  the  province  of  our 
relation  to  the  profession  at  large  and  the  public 
whom  we  serve,  viz.,  the  elevation  of  professional 
education.  A  physician  should  be  an  educated 
gentleman — and  to  be  such  implies  more  than  to 
pass  his  medical  examination  when  his  term  of 
three  years'  study  has  been  completed.  He  should 
be  liberally  educated,  familiar  with  the  arts  and 
sciences  and  belles-lettres.  His  deportment,  also, 
should  be  perfect.  To  sum  the  whole,  he  should 
be  a  gentleman  ;  not  necessarily  of  birth,  but  of 
refined  manners  and  good  behavior.  The  time 
has  been  in  our  professional  history  that  the  de- 
mand was  greater  than  the  supply;  when  the 
necessities  of  the  community  could  not  wait ; 
when  the  means  of  edcuation  were  limited,  and 
when  the  neophyte  was  hurried  through  irrespec- 
tive of  his  quahfication  for  the  honorable  degree 
of  doctor  of  medicine.  But  now  the  times  are 
changed  ;  the  supply  is  greater  than  the  demand  ; 
the  means  of  education  are  expanded,  and  there  is 
now  no  hurry  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  com- 
munity. It  is  our  duty  to  guard  the  portals  of  the 
profession  to  see  that  none  enter  unless  they  are 
duly  qualified  and  properly  vouched  for. 

It  is  humiliating,  I  know,  that  the  people  at 
large  do  not  credit  the  educated  physician  as  they 
ought  to  do,  although  they  talk  glibly  of  ignorant 
doctors,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  employ  the  veriest 
impostor  or  the  advertising  quack.  Were  this 
confined  to  the  ignorant  it  would  create  no  sur- 
prise, but  when  intelligent  people,  who,  in  other 
matters,  display  their  erudition  in  the  selection  of 
their  spiritual  and  legal  adviser,  and,  when  their 
bodily  functions  become  deranged  and  the  body 
itself  diseased,  do  as  the  ignorant  do,  is  it  not  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  the  profession  devote 
as  much  time  to  education  as  they  now  do? 
Everybody  supposes  that  he  knows  something 
about  medicine,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
when  a  judge  on  the  bench  in  charging  the  jury 
should  inform  them  that  "a  diploma  from  an 
established  college  of  medicine  is  no  evidence  of 
the  skill  of  its  possessor."  It  has  been  told  you 
that  a  Hunter  and  a  Dupuytren  were  not  educated 
men ;  that  they  had  neither  a  B.  A.  nor  an  M.  A. 
attached  to  their  names  from  literary  merit.  Yet 
how  much  greater  men  they  might  have  been  and 
how  much  time  would  have  been  saved  to  them 
and  others  of  like  attainments,  had  they  had 
the  early  education  called  for  in  such  degrees. 
Hunter  and  Dupuytren  were  exceptions  (and  we 
would  there  were  more),  but  you  all  know  that 
a  liberal  education  before  he  studies  a  profession  ex- 
ceptions prove  the  rule,  and  that  he  who  possesses 
must  necessarily  have  an  advantage  over  those 
who  do  not  have  it.  To  prevent  disease  and  to 
properiy  treat  it  when  acquired  is  the  province  of 
the  physician,  and  the  healthy  condition  of  our  own 
beautiful  city  is  due  to  the  foresight  and  labors  of 
the  medical  profession,  some  of  whom  have  gone 
to  their  long  homes,  while  others  are  spared  to 
enjoy  the  results  of  their  work  ;  and  see  the  death 
rate  less  than  fourteen  per  1,000  per  annum. 
Much  more  remains  to  be  accomplished,  and  he 
who  can  aid  in  the  prolongation  of  fife  adds  to  its 
value  and  is  a  real  benefactor  to  his  race. 

Gentlemen,  I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass 
without  thanking  you  for  the  courtesies  extended 
me  as  your  presiding  officer.  For  three  years,  and 
since  our  organization,  you  have  honored  me  with 
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that  position,  and  which  I  have  endeavored  to  fill 
to  the  best  of  my  ability.  I  can  only  ask  that 
the  same  courtesy  be  extended  to  my  successor. 
Also,  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  able  assist- 
ance received  from  your  Secretary,  Dr.  Rouse,  and 
Treasurer,  Dr.  Richards.  To  the  Secretary  par- 
ticularly, for  the  able  manner  in  which  the  record  of 
your  proceedings  has  been  kept,  and  his  universal 
attendance  upon  the  society's  meetings. 

Financially  we  are  in  a  healthy  condition,  with- 
out any  outstanding  debts,  and  although  the 
Treasurer's  report  will  show  the  dues  of  some 
members  yet  unpaid,  the  fact  is  charged  to  over- 
sight, and  will  doubtless  be  remedied  when  their 
attention  is  called  to  the  delinquency. 

The  Wayne  County  Medical  Society  is  now  estab- 
lished and  has  become  a  part  of  the  medical  his- 
tory of  our  city  and  State.  Its  corporation  in- 
cludes the  whole  county  ;  and  in  view  of  the  change 
that  may  take  place  in  the  organization  of  our  State 
Medical  Society,  and  even  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  your  organization  is  the  only  one 
through  which  the  profession  of  the  couuty  can  be 
delegated.  An  earnest  effort  should  be  made  to 
bring  our  brethren  in  the  county  into  membership, 
and  as  many  of  the  profession  in  the  city  as  you 
can  interest  who  are  not  now  members.  It  is  not 
members  alone  that  make  a  society  valuable,  but 
it  is  the  interest  the  members  take  in  it  as  expressed 
by  their  attendance,  and  in  the  labor  expended  to 
promote  its  usefulness.  It  is  for  you  to  make  the 
future  a  still  greater  success  upon  the  past. 


The  address  was  received  with  hearty  applause, 
and  the  thanks  of  the  society  were  tendered  to  the 
President,  and  a  copy  of  the  address  was  requested 
for  publication. 

THE   ELECTION   OF   OFFICERS 
Was  the  next  business  in  order,  and  resulted  in  the 
re-election  of  all  the  present  incumbents,  as  fol- 
lows : 

President— William  Brodie,  M.  D. 

Vice-President— Peter  Klein,  M.  D. 

Secretary— W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D. 

Treasurer — George  R.  Richards,  M.  D. 

Board  of  Directors — Drs.  Lyster,  Book,  Gustin, 
Snow  and  Leonard,  and  President  and  Secretary 
ex-officio. 

The  Secretary  then  read  his  annual  report, 
giving  a  succinct  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
society,  and  referring  to  the  prevailing  harmony  in 
the  following  words : 

"  The  harmony  and  interest  which  have  prevailed 
during  the  past  three  years  can  scarcely  find  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  medical  societies.  Not  a 
complaint  or  a  murmur  of  dissatisfaction  has  been 
reported." 

Complimentary  resolutions  were  passed,  thank- 
ing Geo.  S.  Davis,  Esq.,  for  publishing  gratuitously 
in  "  New  Preparations,"  the  proceedings  of  the 
society  for  the  past  three  years. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


Clippings. 


Chaulmoogra  Oil.— This  oil  is  highly  recom- 
mended in  scrofula  of  children.  The  dose  is  six  to 
fifteen  drops  to  adults,  three  times  daily,  a  short 
time  after  meals.  The  dose  for  infants  is  from  two 
to  three  drops.  The  oil  is  best  administered  in 
cod-hver  oil,  or,  when  this  cannot  be  taken,  in 
glycerine  or  milk.  It  should  at  the  same  time  be 
applied  externally.  Spices  should  not  be  eaten, 
but  a  fatty  diet  is  recommended. — Southern  Med- 
ical Record. 


Jaborandi  in  the  Treatment  OF  Mumps. — 
Dr.  Testa  reports  five  cases  of  mumps  treated 
with  jaborandi.  After  free  perspiration  and  sali- 
vation, there  was  a  marked  amelioration  of  the 
symptoms,  and  the  patients  desired  food.  Next 
day  the  parotid  swelling  was  much  reduced,  and 
in  two  days  more  the  cure  was  complete.  Dr. 
Testa  thinks  jaborandi  acts  by  its  hydragogue 
properties,  that  it  may  shorten  the  disease  and  pre- 
vent metastasis. —  Jour,  des  Set.  Med. 


Staphisagria. — The  palmated  larkspur  has  not 
been  used  to  the  extent  that  its  real  value  demands. 
It  is  a  prompt  remedy  in  frontal  nervous  head- 
ache, also  neuralgia  of  the  face  and  front  head. 
In  irritability  of  the  bladder  it  may  be  used  with 
prompt  effect.  In  cases  of  sexual  excitement,  with 
nocturnal  emissions,  staphisagria  is  one  of  our 
most  trustworthy  remedies.  In  spermatorrhoea 
from  sexual  abuses,  alternated  with  phosphorus,  it 
will  often  give  very  prompt  relief.  In  impotency, 
from  overtaxing  the  sexual  powers,  this  is  a  very 
valuable  remedy,  and  may  be  alternated  with  dam- 
iana.     Dose,  5  to  8  drops. — Medical  Brief. 

For  Constipation. — Buckthorn,  rhamnus 
frangula,  is  a  favorite  and  useful  remedy  with  the 
profession  as  a  cathartic  and  laxative,  especially  in 
combination  with  other  remedies.     From  repeated 


trials  we  obtain  a  better  effect  from  rhamnus  pur- 
shiana,  or  cascara  sagrada,  in  the  form  of  the  fluid 
extract.  An  excellent  combination,  in  constipa- 
tion depending  upon  an  atonic  condition  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  is  the  following : 

1^.     Fluid  ext.  cascara  sagrada,  J  j. 
Ext.  Malt, 

Syr.  simp. ,  aa  ad  5  iv. 
M.   S.    3  j,  ter  in  die. 

— Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


Hemorrhoids. — 

5.     Fl.  ext.  coUinsonia,  i  drachm. 

Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrada,  i  ounce. 
Dist.  ext.  hamamelis,  3  ounces. 

Mix.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  times  daily,  after 
meals. 

In  old,  obstinate  cases,  equal  parts  of  liq.  ferri, 
sub.  sulphatis  and  tr.  opii  should  be  applied  locally 
twice  daily,  on  a  piece  of  woolen  cloth.  If  the 
piles  are  external,  suppositories  of  stramonium 
should  be  used  in  place  of  the  iron. — A.  J.  Roe, 
M.D. 


Therapeutic  Value  of  the  Melia  Aze- 
darach. — The  handsome  tree  so  common  in  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  known  as  the  Pride  of  India  or 
Pride  of  China,  botanically  the  melia  azedarach, 
has  considerable  reputation  as  an  anthelmintic. 
An  examination  of  it  by  Mr.  J.  Jacobs,  published 
in  the  September  number  of  the  American  Journal 
of  Pharmacy,  shows  that  its  active  principle  is  a 
yellowish-white  resin  found  in  the  liber  of  the  bark. 
He  thinks  a  fluid  extract  or  tincture  of  it  would  be 
a  valuable  addition  to  the  Pharmacopoeia.  About 
three  grains  of  the  resin  may  be  given  to  a  child 
of  three  or  four  years.  The  taste  is  strongly  bit- 
ter, and  in  that  respect  it  is  at  a  disadvantage. — 
Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 
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Danger  of  Podophyllin. — Mr.  E.  W.  Fors- 
ter,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  in  the  British  Medical  Journal, 
describes  four  cases  of  injury  resulting  from  doses 
of  podophyllin,  the  doses  taken  being  named  in 
only  one  case,  when  one-fourth  grain  taken  night 
and  morning  three  times  caused  colicky  pains  and 
tenesmus  for  two  days.  He  mentions  two  cases  in 
which  podophyllin  pills  were  supplied  by  druggists 
to  pregnant  women,  griping  and  miscarriage  fol- 
lowing in  both  instances.  It  would  be  well  to  re- 
member, adds  the  writer,  that  when  patients  are 
bothered  with  their  bowels  it  is  not  the  purgative 
effects  of  a  medicine  that  are  generally  required, 
but  the  alterative  ;  so  that  a  half,  or  may  be  a  quar- 
ter grain  of  calomel,  or  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of 
podophyllin,  night  and  morning,  will  frequently — 
indeed,  almost  invariably — produce  more  beneficial 
and  lasting  results  than  the  larger  doses. —  Western 
Lancet. 


Scudder's  Medical  Journal  for  August,  cur- 
rent year,  is  at  hand,  devoting  some  four  pages, 
more  or  less,  to  personal  abuse,  and  berating  nearly 
everything  outside  of  Cincinnati.  Those  who 
have,  for  years  past,  as  many  have,  noted  the 
fierce  onslaughts  made  by  the  proprietor  of  that 
journal  and  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  upon 
everything  not  bringing  grist  to  his  mill,  will  not 
be  surprised  that  he  considers  his  mongrel  homeo- 
pathy the  only  legitimate  system  of  medication  in 
the  world.  To  avoid  future  difficulties  we  would 
prescribe : 

5.     Spec,  tinct.  fel.  bov.,  gtts,  y. 
Aq.,  liv. 

M.  Sig.  Dose,  a  teaspoonful  between  the  20th 
and  25th  of  each  month.  If  this  does  not  suc- 
ceed, it  only  proves,  as  is  stated  on  another  page 
of  the  same  journal,  that  "  such  cases  will  come 
in  the  practice  of  every  one,  and  skoivs  the  neces- 
sity  of  further  study." — Chicago  Medical  Times. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. — I  think  I  have  suffi- 
cient experience  with  this  remedy  to  speak  of  its 
action  as  regards  its  alterative  effects,  and  also  its 
tonic  effects,  especially  in  those  cases  of  an  erysip- 
elatous nature  and  of  the  chronic  type.  In  fact,  1 
claim  it  to  be  the  finest  tonic  and  alterative  with 
which  I  am  acquainted. 

It  seems  to  neutralize  the  poison  which  causes 
the  various  exanthematic  diseases. 

An  old  gentleman  came  to  me  to  be  treated  for 
sore  limbs,  which  had  baffled  the  skill  of  a  number 
of  physicians.  He  also  complained  of  an  intoler- 
able itching  all  over  his  body,  and  more  particularly 
below  the  knees  and  arms.  I  diagnosed  the  com- 
plaint erysipelas  or  erysipelatous  condition  of  the 
blood ;  and  right  here  let  me  say  that  the  eruption 
on  his  limbs  is  the  consequence  of  the  erysipelas 
poison  in  the  system — an  outlet  for  its  escape. 

I  think  the  berberis  acted  as  an  antidote  to  the 
peculiar  poison  in  this  disease.  I  think  also  that 
the  iodoform  ointment  which  was  applied  to  the 
limbs  and  arms  played  an  important  part  in  the 
cure.  The  ointment  is  made  as  follows :  5  •  Iodo- 
form, 20  grs.,  lard,  i  | .  Mix  well  and  apply  night 
and  morning.  Every  other  morning  wash  the  parts 
with  weak  castile  soap-suds. 

I  kept  the  bowels  open  with  fluid  extract  cascara 
sagrada,  25  to  30  gtt.  doses. 

I  believe  there  is  an  antidote  for  all  the  various 
ills  to  which  the  human  family  are  subject,  and 
they  can  be  found  mostly  in  the  vegetable  king- 
dom. I  am  now  trying  it  on  a  chronic  case  of 
herpes  zoster  or  shingles,  and  sometime  in  the  fu- 
ture I  will  report  the  result. — G.  W.  Mallory, 
M.  D.,  in  Medical  Summary. 


Vegetable  Pepsine. — Mr.  Wittmack  calls  at- 
tention to  an  interesting  property  of  the  juice  of  the 
papaw,  or  fruit  of  carica  papays,  that  is.  its  power 
of  rendering  hard  flesh  tender.  Fifty  grammes 
of  beef  in  one  piece,  enveloped  in  a  leaf  of  the 
plant  during  twenty-four  hours,  at  15^  C.  after  a 
short  boiling  became  perfectly  tender  ;  a  similar 
piece,  wrapped  in  paper,  and  heated  in  the  same 
manner,  remained  quite  hard. 

A  fraction  of  a  grain  of  the  dried  juice  was  placed 
with  ten  grains  of  lean  beef,  in  one  piece,  in  suffi- 
cient distilled  water,  and  boiled  five  minutes;  be- 
low the  boiling  point  it  fell  into  several  pieces, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  experiment  it  had  separated 
into  shreds.  The  following  are  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  author:  i.  The  milky  juice  of 
the  carica  papaya  is  (or  contains)  a  ferment  which 
has  an  extraordinarily  energetic  action  upon  nitro- 
genous substances,  and,  like  pepsine,  curdles  milk, 
2.  This  juice  differs  from  pepsine,  in  being  active 
without  the  addition  of  free  acid — probably  it  con- 
tains a  small  quantity — and,  further,  it  operates  at 
a  higher  temperature  (about  60°  to  650  C),  and  in  a 
shorter  time  (five  minutes  at  the  most).  3.  The 
filtered  juice  differs  chemically  from  pepsine,  in 
that  it  gives  no  precipitate  on  boiling,  and  further, 
that  it  is  not  precipitated  by  mercuric  chloride, 
iodine  and  all  the  mineral  acids.  4.  It  resembles 
pepsine  in  being  precipitated  by  neutral  acetate  of 
lead,  and  not  giving  a  precipitate  with  sulphate  of 
copper  and  perchloride  of  iron. — Pharmaceutical 
Journal  and  Transactions. 

Cactus  Grandiflora  for  Cardiac  Palpi- 
T.\TI0NS. — Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Chicago,  in  a  "  Re- 
port on  Drugs  and  Medicines  to  the  Illinois  State 
Medical  Society,"  May,  1878,  says: 

"  The  reading  of  a  paragraph  in  some  medical 
publication  concerning  the  influence  of  the  fluid 
extract  of  the  cactus  grandiflora,  or  night-bloom- 
ing cereus,  over  cardiac  palpitations,  led  me  to  a 
clinical  test  of  its  medicinal  virtues  during  the  past 
year.  The  first  case  in  which  it  was  given,  was 
that  of  a  female,  aged  about  28  years,  whose  ner- 
vous and  digestive  functions  had  been  greatly  im- 
paired by  the  habitual  use  of  morphine  and  alco- 
holic preparations.  One  of  her  most  distressing 
symptoms  while  endeavoring  to  recover  from  the 
effects  of  her  habit  was  cardiac  palpitation,  more 
especially  during  the  early  morning  hours.  From 
three  to  five  minims  of  this  fluid  extract,  given 
from  four  to  six  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours, 
afforded  her  great  relief.  Another  patient  was  a 
man  of  good  habits,  but  affected  with  chronic  en- 
largement of  the  cervical  glands,  and  apparently 
also  of  those  along  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  fre- 
quently paroxysms  of  suddenly  recurring  palpita- 
tions, and  with  feelings  of  suffocation  whenever 
attempting  to  take  a  recumbent  position.  He  has 
been  using  the  fluid  extract  of  the  cactus  grandi- 
flora about  two  weeks,  with  decided  benefit  in 
keeping  the  action  of  the  heart  more  regular.  It 
appears  to  exert  a  quieting  influence  over  cardiac 
excitability,  without  any  visible  effect  on  the  func- 
tions of  the  stomach  or  excretory  organs.  Although 
at  present  very  expensive,  it  is  certainly  worthy  of 
further  investigation." — Virginia  Med.  Monthly. 


Amongst  the  American  exhibitors  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  British  Medical  Association  at  Cork,  Ire- 
land, August  5th,  were  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 
(Detroit,  Michigan,  U.  S.  A.)  Through  their  agent, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Wetzel,  they  supplied  the  members  with 
samples  of  their  fluid  extracts,  empty  gelatine  cap- 
sules, etc.  The  empty  capsules,  manufactured  in 
six  different  sizes,  are  composed  of  two  smafl  tubes 
of  prepared  gelatine,  sliding  into  each  other,  and 
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each  closed  at  one  end.  The  drug  either  in  pow- 
der or  as  a  soft  pill  mass,  is  put  into  the  smallest 
capsule,  and  this  is,  as  it  were,  "  telescoped  "  into 
the  larger ;  the  filled  capsule  thus  representing  a 
small  cylinder,  closed  at  both  ends.  These  are 
quite  soluble.  They  also  showed  a  large  number 
of  their  oviform  sugar-coated  pills.  It  is  said  that 
these  can  be  readily  swallowed  by  those  who  can- 
not take  a  pill  in  globular  form.  The  following 
fluid  extracts,  prepared  by  a  special  process,  were 
also  exhibited  :  Berberis  aquifolium,  an  alterative 
and  tonic ;  cascara  sagrada  (rhamnus  purshiana), 
an  aperient  for  habitual  constipation ;  damiana,  an 
aphrodisiac  ;  evening  primrose,  used  in  respiratory 
and  gastric  troubles ;  five-flowered  gentian,  a 
tonic  andantipefiodic  ;  grindelia  robusta,  a  specific 
for  asthma;  quinine  flower,  from  Florida,  resem- 
bling quinine ;  ustilago  maidis  (corn  ergot),  used 
instead  of  ergot  of  r)e  ;  yerba  santa,  for  bronchial 
and  larj'ngeal  disorders ;  also  specimens  of  podo- 
phylhn,  leptandrin,  euonymin,  hydrastin,  jugulandin, 
and  a  variety  of  other  new  remedies. — British  Med. 
Journal: 


How  TO  Extract  Tape-Worm.— Dr.  Bart- 
lett  has  used  male  fern,  pumpkin-seed,  and  kousso, 
but  gives  preference  to  the  latter.  Care  should  be 
taken  to  prepare  the  patient  for  the  operation  of 
the  medicine.  Instructions  should  be  given  him 
to  this  effect :  "  It  is  idle  for  you  to  take  this 
medicine  without  following  my  directions  exactly. 
Remember  when  you  have  an  operation  to  use  a 
clean  chamber,  and  after  the  operation  note  if  the 
worm  be  passing.  If  so,  do  not  attempt  to  pull 
it  out,  but  lie  down  on  the  floor  beside  the  vessel 
till  another  operation  occurs,  or,  if  one  does  not 
occur,  take  a  large  injection,  once,  twice,  three  or 
four  -times,  using,  if  you  have  it,  doses  of  the 
worm  medicine  with  the  water.  If  the  worm  does 
not  pass,  send  for  me,  letting  it  hang  from  you 
till  I  come.  If  circumstances  render  it  necessary 
to  remove  the  worm,  draw  upon  it  slowly  and 
steadily.  If  once  it  is  started,  never  stop  the  mo- 
tion ;  keep  pulling  till  the  very  fine  neck  appears, 
and  then  repeat  the  injection,  and  while  the  bowel 
is  full  of  water,  and  if  possible  at  the  instant 
when  its  contents  are  discharged,  draw  again 
upon  the  worm,  when  it  quite  often  will  be  washed 
out  entire.  Don' t  forget,  while  you  are  waiting 
with  the  worm  protruding,  to  place  something 
upon  it,  as  the  cover  of  the  chamber,  otherwise  it 
may  go  back.  When  the  worm  is  evacuated,  make 
certain  that  no  one  empties  the  chamber  till  I  come. 
Do  not,  out  of  idle  curiosity,  lift  the  worm  up  with 
a  stick  or  stir  it ;  you  may  in  this  way  lose  the 
head." 

Dr.  Bartlett  does  not  give  a  preliminary  purga- 
tive, as  he  thinks  the  medicine  is  thus  not  only  di- 
luted by  the  more  profuse  secretions  of  the  bowel, 
but  is  hurried  through  the  intestine  without  a 
pause  sufficiently  long  to  allow  of  its  effect  upon 
the  worm. — Chicago  Med.  Jour,  and  Examiner, 
September,  iSyg. 


Rhus  Aromatica.— This  new  remedy  has  re- 
cently been  brought  to  notice  by  the  writer,  and 
can  now  be  had  in  almost  any  drug  store,  espe- 
cially those  carrying  Parke,  Davis  &  Co  's  prepara- 
tions. I  have  been  acquainted  with  the  rhus  aro- 
matica and  have  tested  it  for  several  years,  and 
am  therefore  responsible  for  what  I  say  concerning 
its  use  in  disease.  It  fills  a  place  heretofore  unoc- 
cupied by  any  drug,  hence,  in  adopting  its  use,  we 
do  not  discard  old  remedies  that  we  can  swear  by. 
1  introduced  this  remedy  as  one  having  special 
affinity  for  the  genito-urinary  organs,  therefore,  in 
all  excessive  discharges  of  these  organs,  accom- 


panied by  a  relaxed  condition  of  the  same,  it  is  ap- 
plicable. 

As  a  remedy  for  diabetes  it  has  been  tested  by 
several  physicians,  they  universally  admitting  it  to  be 
far  superior  to  anything  they  have  ever  used,  given 
in  doses  of  ten  to  twenty  drops  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  observing  the  usual  dietary  laws  for  this  disease. 

Enuresis  in  both  children  and  old  persons  will  be 
promptly  met  by  the  action  of  the  rhus  aromatica. 
It  is  as  near  a  specific  in  "bed  wetting"  of  debih- 
tated  children,  as  quinine  is  for  ague,  and  that 
troublesome  condition  often  met  with  in  old  per- 
sons, an  inability  to  retain  the  urine  or  where  there 
is  a  constant  dribbling  of  the  same  will  be  relieved. 
Adults  five  to  ten  drops,  children  two  to  five  drops 
every  four  or  five  hours.  Hemorrhage  from  the 
kidneys,  bladder  or  uterus  will  promptly  yield  and 
with  a  certainty  not  exhibited  by  any  remedy  I  have 
ever  used,  under  the  following  conditions  :  Feeble 
pulse,  cold  extremities,  inelastic  skin,  and  pale,  tal- 
lowy face ;  dose  of  saturated  tincture  or  fluid  ex- 
tract five  to  twenty  drops  repeated  as  often  as 
necessary.  I  rarely  use  any  other  remedy  in  my 
obstetrical  practice  to  control  hemorrhage.  It  is 
also  useful  in  other  uterine  discharges.  In  "sum- 
mer diseases  of  children  "  it  is  an  admirable  rem- 
edy, the  following  being  the  indications  for  its  use  : 
Stools  free  and  often,  loss  of  flesh,  pulse  feeble, 
bowels  flabby,  pale  face,  sunken  eyes,  and  a  gen- 
eral sense  of  lassitude  and  languor ;  dose  ranging 
as  indicated  above.  Owing  to  the  limited  space  I 
cannot  give  cases  treated,  but  simply  and  near  as 
possible  have  given  the  indications  for  its  use. — 
J.  T.  M'Clanahan,  M.  D.,  in  Medical  Brief. 

Action  of  Drugs  on  the  Biliary  Secre- 
tion.— Dr.  Rutherford  gives  a  summary  of  the 
results  obtained  by  his  experiments  on  the  action 
of  different  drugs  on  the  biliary  secretion  of  the 
dog.  A  hepatic  stimulant  he  defines  as  an  agent 
which  will  increase  markedly  the  biliary  secretion 
(not  simply  the  expulsion  of  bile). 

The  following  he  finds  to  be  the  most  powerful 
agents  belonging  to  that  class  :  Podophyllin,  aloes, 
colchicum,  euonymin,  iridin,  sanguinarin,  ipeca- 
cuan,  cologuta,  jalap,  sodium  phosphate,  diluted 
hydrochloric  acid,  corrosive  sublimate,  sodium  and 
ammonium  benzoates,  sodium  salicylate.  Those 
of  more  moderate  power  as  hepatic  stimulants  are 
rhubarb,  leptandrin,  sodium  and  potassium  sul- 
phate, calabar  bean,  baptisin,  phytolaccin,  ammo- 
nium phosphate,  hydrastin  and  juglandin.  Those 
of  very  feeble  power  are  croton  oil,  taraxacum, 
scammony,  Rochelle  salts,  sodium  chloride,  potas- 
sium bicarbonate,  and  jaborandi. 

The  rest  of  the  drugs  experimented  with  had  no 
appreciable  effect  on  the  secretion  of  bile,  except 
acetate  of  lead,  which  in  large  doses  diminished 
the  amount  of  the  secretion,  probably  by  a  direct 
action  on  the  liver.  These  drugs  were  calomel, 
gamboge,  castor  oil,  epsom  salts,  ammonium 
chloride,  menispermin,  morphia,  hyoscyamus,  and 
pure  diluted  alcohol. 

All  the  above  conclusions  are  based  on  experi- 
ments performed  on  the  dog,  and  have  no  reference 
to  any  observations  made  on  the  human  subject. 

The  author  then  gives  the  results  of  his  experi- 
ence with  two  agents,  iridin  and  euonymin,  on 
man,  and  says:  "as  yet  we  have  found  30  centi- 
grams of  iridin  made  into  pill  with  confection  of 
roses  and  taken  at  bed-time,  a  certain  remedy  for 
biliousness.  It  produces  no  disagreeable  sensa- 
tions, and  on  waking  in  the  morning  the  yellow- 
tongue  is  found  to  be  clean,  and  the  headache  and 
malaise  gone."  It  is  well  to  follow  it  by  a  glass 
of  Piillna  water  in  the  morning.  Iridin,  though  an 
agreeable  remedy  at  the  time,  leaves  a  somewhat 
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depressed  effect ;  and  it  probably  should  not  be 
taken  oftener  than  once  a  week  or  so. 

Euon)-min  is  a  hepatic  stimulant  in  man  as  it  is 
in  the  dog.  Twelve  centigrams  of  it  are  as  efficient 
a  remedy  for  biliousness  as  iridin.  If  the  dose  be 
not  too  great  it  leaves  no  depression.  It  too  should 
be  followed  by  a  glass  of  Piillna  v/ater  or  other 
saline  aperient. 

"  I  have  been  much  struck  with  the  success  of 
euonymin  in  functional  hepatic  derangement  in 
several  persons,  who  had  tried  nearly  all  the  com- 
monly used  cholagogues  with  varying  and  other 
limited  success.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  conse- 
quence of  our  experiments,  euonymin  will  come  to 
be  an  universally  employed  hepatic  stimulant." 

The  mode  of  action  of  hepatic  stimulants  he  con- 
siders to  be  by  direct  action  of  their  molecules  upon 
the  hepatic  cells  or  their  nerves.  One  drug  was 
found  to  act  as  a  direct  hepatic  depressant,  viz. : 
the  acetate  of  lead.  Several  drugs  however  have 
an  indirectly  depressant  action  ;  thus  when  the 
intestinal  glands  are  excited  to  secrete,  there  is  an 
indirectly  depressant  effect  on  the  liver,  whereby 
the  secretion  of  bile  is  lessened.  This  effect  fol- 
lowed only  on  powerful  purgation  as  from  mag- 
nesium sulphate.  Why  is  the  action  of  the  liver 
depressed  ?  Probably  either  because  of  the  drain 
from  the  portal  blood  of  bile-forming  substances, 
or  of  an  excessive  lowering  of  the  blood  pressure 
in  the  liver,  as  in  the  system  generally,  or  a  large 
dilatation  of  intestinal  and  mesenteric  vessels. 
When  such  an  agent  as  magnesium  sulphate  is  given 
to  an  individual  under  ordinaiy  circumstances, 
it  doubtless  depresses  the  secretion  of  bile,  not 
only  in  the  manner  just  indicated,  but  also  by  hur- 
rying out  of  the  intestinal  canal  substances  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  absorbed,  and  would 
have  assisted  in  the  formation  of  bile.  And  it  may 
be  that  in  abnormal  states  of  the  intestinal  con- 
tents, various  deleterious  matters  may  be  absorbed, 
and  hamper  hepatic  action.  Therefore,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  a  pure  intestinal  stimulant 
such  as  magnesium  sulphate,  although  it  does  not 
stimulate  the  liver,  may  nevertheless,  in  some  ab- 
normal conditions,  exercise  an  important  influence 
on  that  organ,  by  removing  deleterious  matters 
from  the  intestinal  canal,  and  by  draining  the  por- 
tal system.  "  We  conclude  then  that  by  the  de- 
pressant effect  on  hepatic  action  of  purely  intestinal 
purgatives,  we  have  furnished  the  physician  with  a 
fact  which  will  not  fail  to  be  of  no  little  service  in 
rational  therapeutics." — British  Medical  Journal. 

Damiana  (  Turnera  Aphrodisiaca). — The  med- 
ical qualities  of  this  shrub  were  first  noticed  by 
scattered  bands  of  Indian  hunters,  who,  after  wea- 
risome journeys  through  parched  countries,  made 
a  decoction  of  the  damiana  and  drank  it  with  avid- 
ity to  re-invigorate  their  exhausted  system,  and 
brace  their  nerves,  thus  fitting  them  for  further 
fatigues. 

The  qualities  of  damiana  did  not  long  remain  a 
secret,  and  the  herb  became  familiar  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Mexico,  and  has  maintained  its  cele- 
brity up  to  the  present  time. 

Acting  as  it  does  directly  upon  the  nervous  sys- 
tems, it  restores,  as  it  were,  the  debilitated  func- 
tions of  the  principal  organs  of  the  human  frame, 
and  is  unsurpassed  as  a  nervine. 

"  This  remedial  agent,  new  to  the  medical  world, 
engaged  my  attention  by  an  article  published  in 
the  Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  in  May,  1875,  ex- 
tolling its  virtues  as  a  stimulant  to  the  urino-geni- 
tal  organs  of  both  sexes,  which  was  subsequently 
indorsed  in  a  private  communication  by  Dr.  H.  L. 
Byrd,  of  Baltimore,  Md.  I  wrote  to  Dr.  H.  Hel- 
mick,  druggist,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  some  'three 


months  ago  for  a  half  dozen  bottles  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract, determined  to  give  it  a  fair  test  and  report 
results.  This  I  have  done  in  three  cases,  and  must 
add  my  testimony  to  that  of  Drs.  Caldwell  and 
Byrd.  Indeed  I  have  never,  in  thirty  years'  expe- 
rience in  both  public  and  private  practice,  met 
with  a  remedy  which  came  so  nigh  being  a  spe- 
cific in  impotency.  Below  I  give  the  result  of  the 
use  of  three  bottles  only,  in  as  many  cases : 

Case  I. — Mr.  H ,  from  improper  treatment 

of  gonorrhoea,  was  troubled  for  years  with  organic 
stricture  of  urethra,  for  which  he  was  treated  by 
skillful  physicians  successfully,  so  far  as  the  stric- 
ture was  concerned,  it  having  left  him  impotent. 
This  impotency  was  augmented  by  enlarged  pros- 
tate and  spermatorrhoea.  Being  in  the  prime  of 
early  manhood,  with  almost  a  total  disinclination  for 
sexual  congress,  his  case  was  lamentable.  In  this 
condition,  having  exhausted  the  whole  routine  of 
remedies,  I  placed  him  upon  the  fluid  extract  of 
damiana,  in  tablespoonful  doses  three  times  a  day, 
which  has  resulted  in  a  marked  improvement  in 
his  procreative  powers ;  so  much  so,  that  he  thinks 
one  more  bottle  will  entirely  restore  the  functions 
of  the  genital  organs,  and  make  him,  in  his  own 
language,  "all  right." 

Case  2. — A  professional  gentleman  who,  from 
excessive  venerjr  in  early  life,  became  almost  im- 
potent. He  had  scarcely  a  desire  for  sexual  con- 
gress once  a  month.  Being  a  married  man,  he 
was  anxious  to  remedy  the  evil.  I  will  remark 
here  that  his  general  health  was  very  good.  He 
was  addicted  to  the  use  of  tobacco  by  smoking  in- 
ordinately and  drank  whisky,  sometimes  to  excess. 
I  advised  him  to  leave  off  whisky,  tobacco  and  all 
else  besides  which  might  add  to  his  embarrass- 
ment, and  try  the  damiana.  He  has  done  so,  and 
one  month's  use  of  the  medicine  has  resulted  in  his 
entire  restoration,  and  although  one-half  a  century 
old,  he  says  he  is  as  stout  now  as  he  was  twenty- 
five  years  ago. 

Case  3 — Is  that  of  a  lady  whose  husband  con- 
sulted me  because  of  her  seemingly  utter  disgust 
for  sexual  congress,  which  had  occurred  upon  the 
birth  of  her  last  child,  some  seven  years  ago.  Up 
to  that  time  she  had  been  as  "  amorous  as  most 
ladies,"  and  no  trouble  had  been  experienced  by 
either  party,  and  married  life  was  a  bliss.  The 
medicine  was  administered  clandestinely,  she  fre- 
quently avowing  that  she  would  take  no  medicine 
to  restore  the  long-wanted  functions,  having  a  per- 
fect horror  of  again  passing  through  the  perils  of 
child-bearing.  She  became  anaemic,  and  I  assured 
her  that  a  tonic  was  necessary.  Hence  the  use  of 
the  damiana.  She  has  taken  one  bottle,  and  is  now 
on  the  second.  She  is  gradually  recovering,  and  I 
feel  confident,  from  what  her  husband  has  stated 
to  me,  that  her  recovery  is  sure. 

The  history  of  damiana  is  yet  indistinct.  It  is 
indigenous  to  Mexico,  and  among  the  natives  of 
that  country  has  long  been  used  as  a  stimulant  to 
the  genital  organs  of  both  sexes.  Indeed,  so 
famous  has  it  been  in  this  particulai,  that  fabulous 
tales  are  told  of  its  wonderful  powers.  I  am  satis- 
fied from  the  use  of  the  article  in  the  cases  reported 
above,  that  it  is  the  most  certain  and  powerful 
aphrodisiac  and  special  tonic  for  the  sexual  organs 
of  both  sexes  to  be  found  in  the  list  of  medicinal 
agents. 

In  full  doses,  it  increases  the  flow  of  urine  as 
well  as  the  sexual  appetite.  It  being  a  tonic,  it 
should  be  given  for  a  period  of  several  weeks  or 
months  continuously,  to  obtain  its  best  effects. 
Just  here  is  where  many  of  the  profession,  as  their 
correspondence  frequently  show,  fail  to  appreciate 
damiana ;  because  they  do  not  push  it  far  enough 
for  its  best  effects,  but  in  many  instances  expect  it 
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to  act  as  an  irritant  and  stimulant,  like  the  action 
of  strychnia,  phosphorus  or  cantharides,  where 
small  doses  are  given,  in  order  to  obtain  an  imme- 
diate effect.  There  is  still  another  property  con- 
tained in  this  new  remedy,  damiana,  viz.  :  After  a 
few  days'  administration  in  dessert  spoonful  doses, 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  it  produces  two  or  more 
large  mushy  stools  per  day,  showing  a  decided  al- 


terative effect.     The  appetite,  flesh  and  spirits  are 
improved  under  its  genial  influence. 

Finally,  any  one  in  full  flow  of  health  and  spirits, 
may  readily  test  its  action  upon  the  genital  organs 
by  taking  at  bed  time  from  a  half  ounce  to  an 
ounce  of  the  certain  fluid  extract. —  John  Jubez 
Caldwell,  M.  D.,  in  St.  Louis  Eclectic  Medical 
Journal. 


Editor's  Notes. 


New  Drugs. — Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to 
make  concerning  the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please 
to  send  to  us  ;  if  we  cannot  readily  answer  it  our- 
selves, we  will  give  it  publication.  Some  one  out 
of  our  many  thousand  readers  will  undoubtedly 
be  able  to  give  you  the  information  you  wish. 

Correspondence.— If  you  have  an  unusually 


interesting  case  to  offer,  write  its  history  in  detail 
for  the  Original  Department,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspondence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 
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(monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi- 
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enable  us  to  answer  you. 

We  shall  continue  next  year  the  reports  of  prac- 
titioners upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  no- 
tice, and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  of  New  Preparations 
become  subscribers,  and  hope  they  will  send  in  their 
remittances  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that  we  may 
have  our  mail  list  in  readiness  for  the  next  issue. 
By  subscribing  now  for  1880,  you  obtain  all  the 
remaining  numbers  for  1879  free,  and  secure  that 
prompt  attention  which  it  is  impossible  to  grant  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.     When 


possible  inclose  your  pnnted  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charge,  if  both  publications 
are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  pubUcations  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Henry  C.  Lea,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  we  must  here- 
after charge  their  list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional 
for  New  Preparations,  as  they  no  longer  make 
the  usual  trade  discounts  to  any  publishers.  To 
save  you  the  annoyance  of  making  two  remittances 
we  will,  however,  be  responsible  for  your  payment 
reaching  them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance 
for  New  Preparations. 

Our  prospectus,  issued  November  15,  will  con- 
tain a  list  of  premiums  and  other  matters  of  interest. 
A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 
a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $1.00  for  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  or  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another's  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  claim  both  the  pretnium  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbing  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  wish  to  employ  agents  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Active  men,  possessing  tact  for  such  work, 
can  make  it  pay.  Traveling  men  and  all  whose 
business  brings  them  in  contact  with  physicians 
can  do  well  in  canvassing  for  us,  and  the  work 
is  easy,  honorable,  and  requires  no  capital.  Write 
to  the  publisher,  stating  your  qualifications  for  can- 
vassing and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  will  be 
glad  to  correspond  with  you.  Physicians  and  drug 
clerks,  whose  duties  will  permit  them  to  give  this 
matter  a  portion  of  their  time,  may  add  a  pleasing 
sum  to  their  income  under  our  liberal  terms.  All 
are  invited  to  communicate  with  us,  and  we  will 
furnish  sample  copies,  gratis,  and  full  information 
as  to  terms.  Now  is  a  favorable  time  for  beginning 
the  canvass  for  next  year,  as  we  offer  all  such  sub- 
scribers the  forthcoming  numbers  for  the  present 
year/z-cf. 
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Professional  and  Business  Chances. 

Business  Chances.— Under  this  head  we  will  be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  not  more  than  four  lines  from  any  physician  or 
druggist— on  the  subscription  list  of  New  Preparations— who  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  property.  These  brief  notices  should 
state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value,  reasons  for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  offer  enables  physicians  and  druggists 
wishing  to  change  their  location  to  bring  the  matter  free  of  expense  to  the  notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to 
purchase.  The  circulation  of  New  Preparations  is  already  very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes  to  every  State 
and  Territoiy  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  Canada  and  Great  Britain. 

Please  note  our  request  that  each  advertiser  will  advise  us  as  soon  as  the  advertisement  has  achieved  its  purpose. 

On  account  of  limited  space,  we  will  hereafter  be  compelled  to  decline  advertisements  in  excess  of  four  lines.  Adver- 
tisers hereafter  must  name  some  address  other  than  this  journal.     (Box  641.) 


T^OR  SALE.- 


-A  good  paying  practice  in  the  finest  farm- 
of  Illi     ■ 


ing  district  of  Illinois,  together  with  office,  drugs,  hoise 
and  buggy  for  what  they  are  worth.  A  good  home  to  sell 
or  rent  cheap.    Terms  easy  ;  reason  health.    Address, 

W.  CM.,  Box  512,  Lincoln,  111. 

FOR  SAIiE.— Location  and  a  practice  of  $2,500  a  year, 
situated  in  a  pleasant  seaside  village,  and  no  competi- 
tion. One  acre  or  more  of  ground,  large  story  and  half 
house  and  L  with  stable,  all  finely  finished  and  recently 
painted.  Will  sell  all  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  or  sell 
practice  and  rent  the  premises.  Terms  easy.  Reason  for 
selling  wish  to  move  to  a  larger  place.  For  further  particu- 
lars address,  with  stamp, 

T.  J.  Batchelder,  M.  D.,  Surry,  Maine. 


FOR  SALK  AT  A  BARGAIN,— The  good  will  and 
business  of  an  established  city  and  country  practice 
will  be  given  to  any  one  who  will  purchase  the  property, 
viz. ,  a  good  house  (10  rooms)  and  lot  pleasantly  located  in 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  fiourishing  cities  in  Northwest- 
ern Pennsylvania;  population  6,000,  four  railroads,  best  of 
society.  Satisfactoiy  reasons  given  for  selling.  Terms 
easy.    Address, 

R.  D.,  P.  0.  Box  950,  Corry,  Penn. 

■YTtT"!!.!.  TRADE  new  brick  residence  on  main  street, 
TT      value  $2,000,  for  stock  of  drugs.    Answer  soon. 

Dr.  E.  F.  Beogel,  Dunkirk,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALiE. — A  good  location  and  well  estabUshed  prac- 
tice in  Western  Ohio,' worth  f  4, 000  a  year;  good  pikes, 
i-ich  county.  $2,500,  half  cash, will  buy  the  practice  and  one 
of  the  newest  and  nicest  ^and  best  improved  pieces  of  prop- 
erty in  the  village.    Those  who  have  the  cash  address 

H.  C.  Godfrey,  M.  D.,  Sidney,  O. 

A  PHYSICIAN  and  Surgeon,  who  has  been  ten  years 
in  the  United  States  service,  but  for  the  last  few 
years  in  a  paying  specialty,  desires  a  young  physician  as  a 
partner  to  locate  in  a  southern  city.  About  $500  will  be  re- 
quired. Address,  Dr.  C.  C.  Castle,  care  Schuster  &  Fitts, 
No.  89  W.  Water  street,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


LIBRARY. — A  young  physician — graduate  of  a  regular 
school — desires  to  form  some  connection  with  an  old 
practitioner  possessing  a  large  library,  until  such  time  as  he 
may  acquire  the  age,  experience  and  means  to  enable  him 
to  start  alone.    Address  P.  O.  Box  201,  Trenton,  Mo. 

EUROPE. — A  young  medical  man,  contemplating  three 
years'  residence  in  Europe,  desires  to  correspond  with 
parties  requiring  an  agent  abroad.    Address, 

Medicus,  P.  O.  Box  451,  London,  Ohio. 

PHYSICIAN'S  LOCATION. -For  $200  I  wiU  seU  my 
practice  and  good  will,  worth  $2,000  a  year;  situation 
one  of  the  best  towns  of  South  Western  Iowa.  Satisfactory 
reasons  given  for  wanting  to  sell.    Address, 

W.  E.  Adams,  M.  D.,  Farragut,  Iowa. 

PHYSICIAN'S  LOCATION.— Three  improved  lots  near 
public  square;  good  dwelling,  fine  office,  richest  lands 
in  the  State,  county  seat  on  river  and  Une  of  M.  &  P.  R.  R. 
Good  society,  schools,  etc.  Cost  $3,300;  price  now  $1,800. 
Reason,  HI  health.    Address, 

G.  H.  Miller,  M.  D.,  Dyersburg,  Dyer  Co.,  Tenn. 

PHYSICIAN'S  LOCATION.— For  sale,  in  a  thriving 
river  and  raUroad  town  of  1,500  inhabitants.  Only 
"regular"  graduate  in  town.  Price,  $100  cash,  if  library  is 
taken,  at  list  prices.  Wish  to  engage  in  practice  and  drugs 
trade  in  a  city.    Address, 

Jaborandi,  box  28,  Princeton,  Wis. 

FOR  SALE — Brick  house,  18x40  feet,  lot  2x10  rods,  bam, 
eighteen  years'  estabhsned  practice.  No.  7  Washington 
avenue,  Lansing,  Michigan.  Price,  only  $2,000;  a  good  man 
can  have  more  than  he  can  attend  to. 

Dr.  W.  MiUer,  Box  HIS,  Lancing,  Mich. 


FOR  SALE.— I  offer  for  sale,  my  propert  ,  situated  in  a 
densely  populated  and  wealthy  agricultural  district, 
five  miles  from  the  city  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.  Ayoungph3'sician 
can  step  into  a  good  practice  immediately,  as  there  is  no 
competition.     Address 

E.  J.  Marsh,  M.  D.,  South  West  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

lyOTICE   TO   PHY'SICIANS   IN  COLORADO.— Will 

l.\  all  eclectic  and  liberal  Physicians  in  the  State,  who 
wish  to  affiliate  with  the  eclectic  profession,  please  send 
their  name  and  address  at  once,  to  L.  T.  Holland,  M.  D.,  Del 
Norte,  Col.,  for  the  purpose  of  a  conference  in  regard  to  the 
organization  of  a  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  for  the 
advancement  of  eclectic  medicine  and  protection  to  our 
profession. 

FOR  SALE,  A  PRACTICE,  and  the  most  desirable 
property  in  the  city— lots  14,  15  and  16,  block  12. 
Building  containing  eleven  rooms,  two  rooms  containing 
drug  store,  and  rental  for  three  years,  at  $11  per  month — 
cost  of  property  $4,000,  will  sell  for  $2,500;  abundance  of 
water  supply,  plenty  of  fruit,  lar^e  cellar.  Cause  for  sell- 
ing, wife  in  poor  health.  Population  of  city  from  1,000  to 
1,.500.    Address, 

J.  M.  McLean,  M.  D.,  Dallas  City,  lU.,  Hancock  Co. 

EXCHANGE.— I  have  a  large  house— four  lots  in  one 
block,  in  this  city.  Pi-ice  $3,500,  which  I  will  exchange 
for  equal  value  in  land  or  drug  store.  I  am  a  practicing 
physician  and  ex-di-uggist.    Address,  with  stamp. 

Box  1749,  (3ttawa,  lU. 


FOR  SALE,  OR  TRADE.— Improved  property  in  the 
town  of  Commiskey,  Jennings  Co.,  Ind. ;  everything 
convenient  for  a  physician,  a  good  location.  Also,  four 
vacant  lots  in  Covington,  Ky.  Will  sell  cheap  or  trade  for  a 
good  small  farm,  near  a  good  market,  either  in  Ohio,  Ind., 
or  Ky.  Good  reasons  for  selhng.  For  particulars,  address. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Lyle,  or  P.  M.,  Commiskey,  Ind. 


FOR  SALE— A  pleasant  home,  good  practice,  no  oppo- 
sition.   Price  $1,500 ;  cash  down  $500,  balance  in  five 
years.    Also  a  partner  wanted  in  a  paying  practice. 
Address,    W.  W.  Porter,  Real  Estate  Agent,  Moberly,  Mo. 


A  GOOD  PRACTICE  IN  MAINE,  which  I  have  held 
and  "kept  up  "  for  twenty  years,  in  a  pleasant  village 
at  the  head  of  the  beautiful  Penobscot  Bay,  is  offered,  with 
stock  of  medicines,  office  furniture,  team,  and  house-rent 
at  reasonable  rates.  Cause  for  leaving,  ill  health  making  a 
change  of  climate  desirable.  None  need  apply  who  can  not 
pay  cash  down,  and  furnish  certificates  of  integrity  and 
abiUty.  Physicians  of  some  experience  will  have  preference. 
Address,  P.  S.  Haskell,  M.  D.,  Stockton,  Me. 


FOR  SALE.  — A  SPLENDID  CHANCE  FOB  A 
PHYSICIAN.—  I  will  give  my  practice,  amounting  to 
from  $4,000  to  $6,000  per  year,  to  a  good  live  physician,  if  he 
will  purchase  my  property,  viz. :  a  good  house  (10  rooms)  on 
two  lots,  all  kinds  of  fruit,  barn  and  out-houses,  etc.,  for 
$3,500,  first  cost  $6,000;  in  a  city  of  10,000  inhabitants,  in  the 
oil  countiy  of  Pennsj'lvania;  four  railroads.  Reason  for 
selling ;  want  to  go  to  New  York  city.  WiU  remain  six  months 
as  partner;  terms  easy.  Address, 

Scalpel,  box  641,  Detroit 


HOT  SPRINGS  DRUG  STORE  FOR  SALE — A  rare 
chance  for  a  live  man,  with  a  little  money.    Reason 
for  selling— business  in  CJincinnati  requires  my  whole  atten- 
tion.   Address, 
Dr.  W.  W.  Clark,  care  of  Grand  Hotel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE,  in  Cahfornia— A  country  practice,  and 
an  improved  farm  of  40  acres,  containing  vineyard, 
orchards,  artesian  wells,  etc.,  for  sale,  or  exchange  for  a 
drug  store,  and  property,  suitable  for  an  M.  D.,  in  some 
growing  town,  in  the  West  Kentucky,  or  Texas  preferred. 
Address, 

J.  R.  Gregory,  M.  D.,  Weetmimter,  Los  Angeles  Co.,  Ca. 
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Obesity — A  Few  Thoughts  on  its  Na- 
ture and  Treatment, 

A  Paper  read  before  the  Wayne  County  Medical  Society, 
By  J.  J.  MuLHERON,  M.  D.,  Detroit,  Mich. 


'HE  quite  common  occurrence  of  that  abnor- 

l<^      mal  condition  known  as  obesity  taken  in 

pS      connection  with  the  abhorrence  which  is 

Q       generally  entertained  regarding  it,  and  the 

scarcity  of  hterature  on  the  subject,  induces 

the  belief  that  what  is  here  offered   may  not  be 

received  with  disfavor. 

It  is  a  fact  to  which  no  one  can  close  his  eyes 
that  the  many  advantages,  amenities  and  luxuries 
of  civilized  and  enlightened  communities  are  not 
unmixed  goods,  but  that  they  are  alloyed  with 
much  that  is  tended  to  lead  us  to  inquire  whether, 
after  all,  they  are  for  the  good  of  the  race.  The 
means  whereby  ease  and  comfort  are  secured  are 
too  often  so  perverted  and  abused  as  to  entail  pain 
and  discomfort.  Many  facts  might  be  drawn  from 
every-day  life  in  demonstration  of  this  assertion, 
but  for  the  present,  let  that  furnished  by  obesity, 
or  an  abnormal  accumulation  of  adipose,  suffice. 
The  physical  degeneration,  and  to  a  certain  extent 
also,  the  mental,  of  a  people  dates  from  its  indul- 
gence in  luxuries.  History  furnishes  numerous 
illustrations  of  this  proposition,  and  in  our  own 
day  the  lithe  muscular  form,  and  active  graceful 
motion  of  the  savage  is  in  marked  contrast  with 
the  condition  of  men  under  the  influences  and 
habits  of  refined  society.  A  fat,  corpulent  Indian, 
for  instance,  in  his  native  state,  with  pendulous 
abdomen  and  Falstaffian  circumference  would  be  a 
monstrosity ;  but  when  he  is  brought  under  his 
white  brother's  sway,  corpulence  even  to  obesity 
not  unfrequently  deforms  him. 

These  hints  may  serve  to  turn  the  mind  into 
a  channel  wherein  will  be  found  much  to  support 
the  assertion  that  obesity  is  an  abnormal  con- 
dition, and  that  it  is  the  result  of  a  transgression 
of  fixed  physiological  laws,  and  differs  in  this 
respect,  in  no  wise,  from  diseases  in  general.  It 
will  however,  be  more  proper  to  style  and  regard  it 
rather  as  a  symptom  than  as  a  disease  per  se,  and 
for  precisely  the  same  reasons  that  we  regard 
dropsy  not  as  a  disease,  but  as  a  symptom  pointing 
to  a  disease  seated  in  the  liver,  heart,  kidneys,  etc. 
Obesity  is  a  symptom  of  disease,  either  functional 
or  structural,  and  located  chiefly  in  the  chylopoietic 
system,  and  herem  lies  the  secret  of  its  relief — a 
secret  which,  either  not  recognized  or  disregarded, 
has  been  the  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  of 
treatment  which  has  heretofore  been  recommended. 


The  dangers  attendant  on  obesity  are  usually 
underestimated.  Most  people,  many  physicians 
included,  regard  the  condition  as  objectionable 
only  on  account  of  the  obstacles  it  interposes  to 
easy  and  facile  movements  of  the  body,  and  leave 
out  of  account  entirely  its  elements  of  positive  dan- 
ger—its interference  with  the  respiratory  function, 
and  the  consequent  deficient  supply  of  oxygen  to 
the  blood,  the  overloaded  condition  of  the  blood 
with  the  products  of  faulty  assimilation  and  excre- 
tion which  always  obtains,  the  accumulation  of  fat 
around  vital  organs,  and  its  invasion  of  the  struc- 
ture of  these  organs,  the  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
heart,  liver,  kidneys  and  even  brain  itself,  etc.  The 
fat  man  has  a  much  more  uncertain  tenure  of  life 
than  has  the  man  of  physiological  development,  a 
fact  which  is  recognized  by  all  life  insurance  com- 
panies. A  careful  insurance  company  will  not 
take  a  risk  on  an  applicant  whose  weight  as  com- 
pared with  his  height  is  greater  than  the  propor- 
tion which  experience  has  abundantly  shown  to 
properly  and  physiologically  exist. 

That  abnormal  deposit  and  accumulation  of  fat 
known  as  obesity,  like  all  other  diseases,  has  its 
causes,  although  as  in  all  other  diseases  that  cause 
is  not  unfrequently  obscure.  For  practical  pur- 
poses, and  in  fact,  also,  there  are  two  kinds  of 
obesity,  active  and  passive.  The  former  com- 
prises the  "  fleshiness  "  of  people  of  active  pursuits 
whose  appetites  are  keen,  whose  digestion  is  fault- 
less and  whose  powers  of  assimilation  are  active. 
The  other  variety,  that  of  passive  obesity,  is  that 
condition  which  obtains  in  persons  in  whom  the 
phlegmatic  temperament  predominates,  whose  hab- 
its are  more  or  less  sedentary,  whose  excretion  is 
defective  and  who  imbibe  large  quantities  of  fluids. 
The  essential  condition  in  these  varieties,  viz.,  the 
deposit  of  fat,  is,  of  course,  the  same  but  the  meth- 
ods are  different,  and  consequently  the  treatment  is 
different  in  each. 

Different  temperaments  are  differently  disposed 
both  in  regard  to  fat  producing  and  fat  accumula- 
tion. The  man  of  the  purely  nervous  tempera- 
ment or  in  whom  the  nervous  temperament  pre- 
dominates, may  gorge  himself  habitually  with  im- 
punity, as  far  as  obesity  is  concerned.  He  may 
eat  all  sorts  of  carbonaceous  (fat  forming)  diet  and, 
notwithstanding  that  he  may  take  but  the  mini- 
mum of  exercise,  he  remains  as  void  of  adipose 
as  Pharaoh's  lean  kine.  These  are  men  whose 
lives  are  physiologically  fast  and  they  wear  out 
earlier  than  those  whose  functions  are  less  active. 
In  persons  in  whom  the  lymphatic  temperament 
predominates  fat  forms  and  is  deposited  very  read- 
ily. In  such  the  vital  functions  are  relatively  in- 
active, and  if  they  are  abstemious  and  regular  in 
heir  habits  they  are  likely  to  wear  to  an  old  age. 
In  them  however,  there  exists  a  greater  liability  to 
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obesity,  to  avoid  which  constant  vigilance  in  habits 
and  dietary  is  imperative. 

Hereditary  predisposition  to  the  accumulation 
of  fat  is  apt  to  be  regarded  as  offering  an  insuper- 
able obstacle  to  treatment.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  such  an  influence  presents  great  diffi- 
culties, but  it  does  not  call  for  any  modification  of 
the  principles  on  which  treatment  should  be  con- 
ducted, except  that  these  principles  should  be  all 
the  more  uncompromisingly  adhered  to. 

The  foregoing  general  remarks,  which  have 
been  made  as  brief  as  possible,  consistently  with 
clearness,  have  been  deemed  necessary  to  an  in- 
telligent consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  treat- 
ment of  obesity.  This  treatment  involves  three 
essential  factors :  diet,  exercise  and  medication, 
the  relative  importance  of  which  is  in  the  order  in 
which  they  are  named. 

DIET. 

In  considering  the  subject  of  diet  the  part  which 
the  different  kinds  of  food  perform  under  physio- 
logical conditions,  must  be  taken  into  account. 
Different  tissues  of  the  body  require  for  their  up- 
building and  support  food  into  which  special  ele- 
ments enter.  In  the  production  of  bone  the  va- 
rious salts,  and  notably  the  phosphates,  are  requi- 
site ;  for  muscle  nitrogenous  diet  is  essential,  and 
for  the  adipose  tissue  non-nitrogenous  or  carbona- 
ceous material  must  be  taken.  It  follows,  then, 
that  where  either  of  these  principles  is  supplied  in 
increased  quantities,  other  things  being  equal,  the 
tissue  to  which  they  have  a  special  determination 
is  proportionately  nourished  and  increased  in  physi- 
ological properties,  and,  per  co?ttra,  a  diminution 
of  their  supply  will  result  in  corresponding  deterio- 
ration. The  application  of  these  principles  in  the 
treatment  of  obesity  is  at  once  easy  and  direct. 
It  goes  without  the  saying  that  the  first  step  is  to 
limit  the  supply  to  the  physiological  demand.  To 
do  this  effectually  requires  intelligent  cooperation, 
and,  at  times,  no  little  self-denial  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  without  which  treatment  may  as  well  be 
abandoned  at  the  very  outset.  Simple  as  the  ques- 
tion of  diet  may  appear  on  its  face,  it  is  one  which 
cannot  be  governed  by  arbitrary  rules,  but  which 
requires  intelligence  and  a  knowledge  of  physiol- 
ogy to  properly  conduct  it. 

The  system  of  Banting  was  devised  by  one 
who  had  not  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  laws 
of  health,  and  although  it  succeeds  in  reducing 
adipose,  it  does  so  at  an  expense  to  the  general 
health  which  is  out  of  proportion  to  the  benefits 
it  insures.  When  first  introduced  this  system 
achieved  quite  a  popularity  in  England,  but  it  is 
now  no  longer  held  in  such  high  favor,  the  evils 
attendant  on  it  having  become  apparent,  and  ex- 
perience having  shown  that  the  end  sought  may 
be  secured  without  these  evils.  Bantingism  consists 
essentially  of  a  course  of  diet  confined  to  nitroge- 
nous food,  and  is,  therefore,  a  system  which  feeds 
the  muscular  tissue  and  starves  the  adipose.  The 
dangers  of  such  a  diet  lie  in  the  nature  of  the 
effete  material  with  which  the  system  becomes 
charged  in  consequence  of  its  prolonged  use. 
Only  a  certain  percentage  of  the  food  taken  into 
the  stomach  is  appropriated  to  the  needs  of  the 
tissues.  If  the  amount  taken  be  not  excessive,  so 
much  as  is  not  appropriated  is  carried  off  by  the 
natural  channels.  That  which  from  its  excess  is 
neither  appropriated  nor  got  rid  of  naturally,  re- 
mains to  undergo  such  decomposition  in  the  sys- 
tem as  is  peculiar  to  its  nature.  In  the  case  of 
nitrogenous  food  urea  is  the  chief  products  A  ref- 
erence to  those  diseases,  of  the  kidneys,  for  m- 
stance,  in  which  the  normal  elimination  of  urea  is 
interfered  with,  is  sufficient  to  convince  one  of  the 


dangers  attendant  on  its  presence  in  abundance 
in  the  system.  The  dangers  of  smaller  quanti- 
ties are  different  in  degree  rather  than  in  kind, 
and  the  person  fed  on  a  superabundance  of  ni- 
trogenous food  suffers,  in  addition  to  the  direct 
mischief,  the  protean  evils  attendant  on  the  in- 
digestion which  almost  invariably  afflicts  him,  as 
gout,  rheumatism,  vesical  irritation,  etc.  But  a 
consideration  of  these  would  open  up  a  field 
foreign  to  our  purpose  on  this  occasion.  In  or- 
der, therefore,  to  preserve  the  general  health,  car- 
bonaceous (fat-forming)  diet  cannot  be  wholly 
eschewed.  It  must  be  partaken  of,  however,  only 
in  such  amount  as  will  admit  of  the  complete  oxi- 
dation of  that  which  is  not  appropriated  by  physi- 
ological requirements. 

Enough,  we  trust,  has  been  hinted  at  to  justify 
the  statement  that  no  arbitrary  rules  of  diet  can  be 
prescribed  for  the  obese.  The  nearest  that  can  be 
laid  down  by  way  of  a  rule  is  to  specify  the  varieties 
of  food  to  be  taken  and  their  proportion,  and 
then  to  leave  the  amount  to  the  intelligent  judg- 
ment of  the  patient.  In  arranging  the  dietary, 
however,  he  whose  obesity  is  of  the  passive  variety, 
of  which  we  have  spoken,  should  let  the  principal 
part  of  his  food  be  of  nitrogenous  material,  as  beef, 
for  instance. 

It  is  impossible  to  prescribe  in  pounds  and 
ounces  the  amount  to  be  taken  ;  that  which  may 
be  simply  enough  for  one  man  may  be  too  much 
for  another,  and  vice  versa.  The  patient  must 
by  experience  learn  to  take  the  least  possible 
amount  consistent  with  his  general  well-being, 
and  it  will  astonish  him  when  he  finds  out  how 
little  it  is  actually  necessary  for  him  to  take. 
People  as  a  rule  eat  too  much,  and  no  small  per- 
centage of  the  diseases  with  which  men  are  afflicted, 
to  say  nothing  of  obesity,  are  owing  directly  or  in- 
directly, to  the  constant  tax  imposed  on  the  system 
in  its  getting  rid  of  superabundant  food. 

One  thing,  however,  must  be  insisted  on  in  con- 
nection with  the  subject  of  diet,  and  that  is  a  re- 
striction on  the  amount  of  fluid  ingested.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  obesity  which  abounds  consists 
of  water  in  the  tissues,  and  in  many  instances  if 
corpulent  people  were  submitted  to  a  process  of 
evaporation,  their  weight  would  be  quickly  and  ma- 
terially reduced.  The  obese  person  should,  there- 
fore, take  his  food  as  nearly  dry  as  possible,  and 
should  imbibe  as  sparingly  as  possible  of  fluids. 
Soups,  etc.,  should  be  entirely  banished  from  the 
dietary. 

EXERCISE. 

The  necessity  of  exercise,  by  which  we  mean 
alternate  contraction  and  relaxation  of  the  volun- 
tary muscular  fibre,  is  too  obvious  to  require  argu- 
ment, and  yet  the  lack  of  exercise  is  one  of  the 
most  fruitful  causes  of  disease.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  discuss  the  precise  effects  of  this  exercise 
on  the  secretions.  This  is  a  question  full  of  in- 
terest and  of  much  importance  to  the  hygienist, 
but  for  our  present  purpose  it  is  only  necessary  to 
remark  that  exercise  increases  oxidation.  The 
union  of  oxygen  and  carbon  produces  the  pheno- 
menon of  combustion  and  the  carbon  (fat)  which 
is  deposited  from  the  circulation  remains,  and  ac- 
cumulates in  the  tissues  as  it  fails  to  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  oxygen.  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
diminished  exercise  conduces  to  this  accumula- 
tion, and  XhsXper  contra  increased  exercise,  through 
which  the  blood  is  charged  with  oxygen,  by  bring- 
ing an  increased  quantity  of  this  element  in  con- 
tact with  the  fat  increases  the  combustion  and  re- 
moval of  the  latter.  We  are  frequently  told  by 
corpulent  patients — women  most  frequently — that 
they  are  small  eaters.  In  individual  instances,  this 
may  be   true,   though   we  generally  receive  such 
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statements  cum  grano  salt's,  but  it  is  almost  inva- 
riably true  in  such  cases  that  the  subjects  are  sy- 
barites, living  on  the  choicest  of  food,  and  spend- 
ing their  time  in  luxurious  ease,  and  grow  fat  be- 
cause of  a  comparative  lack  of  oxygenation. 

Exercise  conduces  to  the  removal  of  obesity  also 
by  starting  up  perspiration,  and  in  this  way,  in 
addition  to  increasing  the  exhalation  from  the 
lungs,  removing  the  fluid  which  enters  so  largely 
into  the  composition  of  the  abnormal  accumula- 
tion of  adipose.  With  this  brief  reference  to  exer- 
cise as  a  factor  in  treatment,  we  leave  it  by  insist- 
ing on  its  importance. 

MEDICATION, 

Notwithstanding  the  disrepute  into  which 
medication  for  the  reduction  of  obesity  has  been 
brought  through  the  anti-fat  nostrums  which 
have  been  placed  before  the  public,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  there  are  articles  in  the  materia 
medica  which,  when  intelligently  administered, 
are  capable  both  of  assisting  the  removal  of  an 
abnormal  accumulation  of  fat,  and  also  of  modify- 
ing conditions  of  the  system  on  which  this  accu- 
mulation in  a  measure  depends.  The  majority  of 
those  who  present  themselves  for  treatment  are 
of  the  lymphatic  temperament,  or  are  those  in 
whom  this  temperament  predominates.  In  such 
cases  there  is  a  sluggishness  of  the  lymphatic  cir- 
culation and  a  consequent  diminished  absorbent 
capacity.  Agents,  which  experience  has  proven 
to  be  most  serviceable  in  the  reduction  of  fat, 
have  been  of  the  so-called  alterative  class,  and 
particularly  articles  of  the  haloid  series.  Of  the 
latter,  again,  iodine  and  its  combinations  have 
proven  the  most  successful.  This  agent  acts  in 
a  twofold  manner.  It  is  one  of  the  most  distinc- 
tive alteratives  of  the  materia  medica,  and  its 
effects  in  obesity  are  scarcely  less  marked  on  the 
lymphatic  system  than  they  are  in  those  diseases 
in  which  iodine  is  by  common  consent  par  excel- 
lence the  remedy.  In  addition  to  this  alterative 
action,  and  perhaps  in  virtue  of  it,  iodine  directly 
increases  waste  and  the  elimination  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  waste.  So  well  recognized  is  this  fact 
that  "  emaciation  with  a  general  depression  of  the 
vital  functions  "  is  laid  down  as  one  of  the  physio- 
logical effects  of  the  continued  use  of  large  doses 
of  this  metalloid  and  of  its  salts. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  an  article  which  has 
recently  achieved  some  prominence  as  a  remedy  in 
obesity,  Fuciis  Vesi'culosus.  It  is  said  that  the 
efficacy  of  this  article  was  discovered  accidentally 
by  M.  Duchesne  Dupare,  while  administering  it  in 
a  case  of  psoriasis.  The  patient,  a  corpulent 
person,  became  remarkably  lighter,  while  at  the 
same  time  there  was  improvement  in  the  eruption 
and  in  the  general  health  of  the  patient.  This 
experience  in  the  effects  of  Fticus  Vesiculosus  on 
the  adipose  tissue  was  confirmed  by  subsequent 
trials  of  the  article  both  in  his  own  hands  and  in 
the  hands  of  others.  It  is  now  regarded  as  an 
efficient  adjuvant  in  the  treatment. 

An  analysis  of  Fucus  V esiculosus  shows  it  to 
be  rich  in  iodine.  It  is,  in  fact,  from  the  burning 
of  sea-weeds  similar  in  their  nature  to  Fucus  Vesi- 
culosus (sea-wrack)  that  kelp,  the  great  source  of 
iodine,  is  derived.  A  knowledge  of  its  constitu- 
tion would  therefore  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
pointed  it  out  as  a  remedy  on  theoretical  grounds 
alone. 

The  effects  of  many  medicines  are  more  prompt 
when  administered  in  organic  combination  than 
when  isolated.  This  is  abundantly  illustrated  in 
the  case  of  pepsin,  pancreatin,  vitalized  hypophos- 
phites,  wheat  phosphates,  etc.  The  various  salts, 
also,  which  enter  into  the  formation  of  the  skele- 


ton are  more  readily  assimilated  when  taken  in  the 
form  of  organic  food  than  when  taken  in  their 
pure  inorganic  state.  Doubtless  the  very  excellent 
results  which  have  been  reported  as  following  the 
administration  of  Fucus  Vesiculosus,  and  its  su- 
periority over  its  constituents  when  the  latter  are 
administered  separately,  are  owing  to  the  fact  of 
the  organic  combinations  into  which  these  con- 
stituents have  entered  in  the  plant.  It  is,  how- 
ever, in  the  obesity  of  those  of  the  lymphatic 
temperament,  above  alluded  to,  that  the  beneficial 
effects  of  this  drug  are  most  marked.  It  has 
little  or  no  influence  in  reducing  the  "  fleshiness  " 
of  persons  of  active  habits  and  of  the  sanguine 
temperament.  In  these,  strict  regulation  of  diet 
affords  almost  the  only  prospect  of  relief,  but,  ow- 
ing to  the  keenness  of  the  appetite  which  usually 
exists,  this  regulation  can  very  rarely  be  enforced. 
The  cases  in  whom  Fucus  Vesiculosus  shows  its 
most  decided  beneficial  effects  are  women,  in 
whom  there  exists  usually  some  menstrual  de- 
rangement, as  menorrhagia  and  leucorrhoea,  ow- 
ing to  an  atonic  and  flabby  condition  of  the  uterine 
tissue.  In  such  cases  an  improvement  in  these 
local  derangements  usually  precedes  the  general 
reduction  of  fat  and  the  improved  tonicity  of  the 
general  system. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  remark  on  the  difficulties 
which  usually  attend  the  treatment  of  obesity. 
The  condition  is  most  frequently  found  to  exist 
in  persons  in  whom  strength  of  will  and  deter- 
mination of  character  are  somewhat  deficient,  and 
whom,  it  is,  therefore,  very  difficult  to  confine  to 
the  strict  rules  so  necessary  to  successful  treat- 
ment. When,  however,  the  patient  can  be  brought 
to  submit  himself  to  the  control  of  his  medical,  ad- 
viser and  to  exercise  the  necessary  self-control,  the 
prospect  of  relief  from  his  condition  may  be  re- 
garded as  reasonably  good. 


Urtica   Dioica. 

By  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

DISTANCE  is  said  to  lend  enchantment  to  the 
view.  This  adage  seems  applicable  to  almost 
everything,  and  applies  with  as  much  force  to  drugs 
and  medicines  as  to  broad  cloth.  Foreign  regions 
are  laid  under  tribute,  and  their  productions  are 
highly  esteemed  not  only  for  their  intrinsic  merit, 
but  also  on  account  of  the  especial  virtues  ac- 
quired by  their  distant  origin  and  the  travel  requi- 
site to  procure  them. 

In  old  countries,  the  accumulated  wisdom  ac- 
quired from  long  and  varied  experience  is  ever 
valuable,  but  it  should  not  be  presumed  that  knowl- 
edge dies  with  the  fathers,  or  that  because  there 
is  no  new  thing  under  the  sun,  all  the  old  things 
have  been  fully  investigated,  and  their  properties, 
applications,  combinations  and  uses  thoroughly 
understood.  The  investigations  of  the  modern 
chemist  have  familiarized  many  of  the  old  mys- 
teries, and  the  physiological  chemist  is  now  press- 
ing his  way  to  the  front  with  his  many  experi- 
ments, and  not  a  few  new  remedies  which  bid  fair  to 
figure  prominently  among  the  articles  of  the  future 
materia  medica.  Among  these  new  remedies  the 
great  stinging  nettle  seems  worthy  of  a  place. 

Urtica  dioica  is  a  perennial  probably  imported 
from  Europe,  and  may  be  found  growing  in  waste 
places  and  on  the  roadsides  in  many  parts  of  the 
Union,  especially  in  the  eastern  part.  Its  stalk  is 
very  bristly,  and  when  applied  to  the  skin  produces 
a  very  decided  stinging  and  itching  sensation, 
quite  easily  remembered  after  being  once  experi- 
enced. It  grows  to  the  height  of  two  to  three 
feet,  and  its  leaves  are  ovate,  heart-shaped,  pointed. 
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very  deeply  serrated  and  downy  underneath.  The 
flowers  are  on  much-branched  spikes,  and  appear 
from  June  to  August.  The  root  is  the  part  used 
medicinally. 

Judging  from  the  effects  obtained  in  quite  a  num- 
ber of  cases  which  have  been  kept  under  careful 
observation,  urtica  dioica  seems  to  be  a  very 
prompt  and  active  diuretic.  While  the  flow  of 
urine  becomes  very  free,  neither  the  kidneys  nor 
the  system  appear  to  suffer,  as  is  the  case  with 
many  of  our  more  active  medicines  of  this  class. 
In  fact,  in  some  of  the  cases  the  tonicity  imparted, 
whether  from  the  medicine  or  not,  was  quite  de- 
cided. 

Further  mvestigation  is  required  to  determine 
the  modus  operandi  of  this  medicine.  In  absence 
of  positive  proof,  it  may  be  inferred  that  it  exerts 
a  direct  stimulating  action  on  the  kidneys  by  being 
absorbed  into  the  circulation,  and  thence  passing 
out  in  the  urine  unchanged  ;  but  it  more  probably 
stimulates  the  capillary  system  to  more  healthy 
action,  and  through  the  stomach  and  prima  via 
sympathetically  the  kidneys. 

Metamorphosis  is  constantly  going  on  in  the 
body.  The  waste  material  is  being  constantly  car- 
ried off  through  the  various  emunctories,  and 
should  any  of  these  outlets  be  closed,  disease,  or 
even  death  may  ensue.  The  kidneys  occupy  no 
mean  place  as  organs  of  depuration ;  and  any 
remedy  which  gives  greater  control  over  them  will 
be  a  desideratum. 

It  is  believed  that  this  remedy  will  be  found  of 
much  service  in  all  cases  in  which  there  is  a  scar- 
city of  the  urinary  secretion,  and  especially  in  those 
where  a  slightly  tonic  action  is  desired.  A  few  il- 
lustrative cases  will  be  given  : 

Mr.  A.  B.,  an  unmarried  man,  aged  thirty-three, 
has  for  some  years  devoted  close  attention  to  the 
working  and  improvement  of  the  steam-engine, 
and  like  many  others  of  this  class,  he  has  devoted 
but  little  time  to  the  care  of  the  body.  Dyspepsia 
and  general  prostration  followed.  The  urine  was 
scant,  high  colored,  and  so  irritating,  that  the  pa- 
tient was  required  to  rise  several  times  a  night  to 
urinate.  Various  diuretics  were  used  with  tem- 
porary relief,  but  very  soon  the  former  condition 
obtained,  when  the  medicines  were  suspended.  At 
length  from  the  favorable  reports  of  urtica,  a  trial 
on  this  case  was  made.  The  results  were  so  satis- 
factory that  it  was  tried  in  other  cases  with  more 
confidence.  The  urine  became  free  and  clear  in  a 
few  days,  and  within  a  week  a  night  could  be  spent 
in  bed  without  inconvenience.  The  medicine  was 
continued  for  several  weeks  less  frequently,  and 
then  discontinued.  In  about  two  months  there 
was  a  return  of  the  difficulty,  but  not  so  severe. 
A  return  to  the  former  treatment  gave  prompt 
relief.  It  is  about  six  months  since  he  complained 
of  this  last  attack. 

Mr.  C.  D.,  aged  69,  has  been  troubled  for  many 
years  with  so  scanty  an  excretion  of  urine  that 
lithates  have  been  deposited  in  considerable  num- 
bers. He  now  has  quite  a  large  collection  of  small 
calculi  which  have  been  passed  with  the  urine, 
generally  with  comparatively  little  difficulty.  A 
sediment  resembling  coarse  sand,  is  not  unusual 
in  his  water,  after  it  stands  some  time.  This  con- 
dition renders  it  necessary  to  watch  closely  the 
condition  of  the  urine,  and  to  take  medicine  from 
time  to  time  to  counteract  this  weakness.  He 
does  not  look  for  a  permanent  cure,  after  trying 
many  remedies  with  only  temporary  benefit.  Of  all 
preparations  so  far  tried  urtica  dioica  has  acted 
most  promptly.  It  is  now  about  six  weeks  since 
this  medicine  was  discontinued — a  relief  from  medi- 
cine, rather  unusual  in  this  case.  The  nettle  seems 
peculiarly  adapted  to   those  cases  where  increased 


amount  of  water  is  required  to  hold  in  solution  the 
ingredients  of  the  urine. 

In  many  cases  of  rheumatism  the  urine  is  very 
scant  and  heavily  loaded  with  Hthic  acid  and  other 
ingredients.  An  increased  flow  usually  relieves  the 
symptoms,  and  consequently  diuretics,  especially  the 
alkaline,  are  held  in  high  esteem.  Acting  upon 
this  supposition,  urtica  dioica  was  ordered  in  the 
following  case : 

Mrs.  E.  F.,  aged  34,  had  a  rather  light  attack  of 
articular  rheumatism.  The  urine  was  very  scant 
and  acid.     Ordered 

]^.     FI.  ext.  urticae  dioicx,  3  vj. 
Syr.  simp.,  q.  s.  5  ij. 

M.  Take  a  teaspoonful  every  four  hours.  Within 
fifteen  hours — at  the  time  of  next  visit — the  urine 
was  free  and  clear,  and  the  patient  was  free  from 
pain. 

In  dropsy,  especially  in  persons  much  debilitated, 
urtica  is  likely  to  prove  a  valuable  remedy.  Only 
one  case  has  been  under  observation.  This  one 
was  caused  by  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  and 
only  temporary  relief  could  be  expected.  The  re- 
sults obtained  more  than  justified  my  hopes  ;  for 
the  patient's  strength  was  conserved,  while  the 
distressing  symptoms  were  relieved. 

Diuretics  are  often  of  much  service  in  cases  of 
fever,  unless  there  be  disease  of  the  kidneys.  This 
new  remedy  has  been  found  of  much  service  in 
stimulating  the  kidneys,  and  thus  carrying  off 
waste  matter,  and  thereby  relieving  the  patient. 

From  quite  a  number  of  carefully  observed  cases, 
it  is  believed  urtica  dioica  will  be  found  of  great 
service  in  restoring  the  natural  amount  of  urine,  and 
thereby  not  only  hold  in  solution,  but  carry  off  the 
waste  matter  of  the  system  ;  in  relieving  inflam- 
matory and  febrile  action  ;  in  promoting  absorption 
of  dropsical  effusion,  except  perhaps  in  the  dropsy, 
of  scarlatina,  or  similar  cases,  when  the  kidneys  re- 
quire rest  rather  than  stimulating,  and  generally  in 
all  cases  requiring  the  use  of  pure  diuretics. 


Notes  on  Some  West  Indian  Medicinal 
Plants. 

By  B.  H.  Stamers,  M.  D.,  L.  R.  C.  S.,  Edin. 

CHEWSTICK. 

Gonania  Domingensis,  L.    Nat.  Ord.  Rhamneie. 

LEAVES  elliptical,  glabrous,  or  glabrate  ;  serrate, 
serratures  blunt,  distant;  veins  tapering  to- 
wards the  margin ;  racemes  pubescent ;  capsule 
winged,  glabrous,  emarginate ;  the  wings  twice  as 
broad  as  the  cell.     A  climbing  shrub. —  Jacq. 

PHYSICAL   PROPERTIES. 

The  chewstick  appears  in  the  market  in  cylin- 
drical pieces,  about  a  foot  in  length,  and  varying  in 
thickness  from  the  size  of  a  little  finger  to  an  inch 
in  diameter.  The  bark  is  comparatively  thick,  of 
a  grayish-brown  color,  enclosing  a  white,  tough, 
fibrous  wood.  The  bark  and  wood  contain  a  large 
quantity  of  a  mucilaginous  substance,  and  an  aro- 
matic bitter  principle,  grateful  to  the  taste. 

THERAPEUTICAL   PROPERTIES   AND    USES. 

Our  illustrious  James  Macfadyen,  M.  D.,  speak- 
ing of  the  chewstick,  says  :  "This  is  a  very  agree- 
able bitter.  It  is  used  as  a  substitute  for  hops  in 
the  ginger  beer,  and  what  are  called  the  cool  drinks 
of  the  country.  The  infusion  has  been  employed 
in  gonorrhoea  and  dropsy,  and  as  a  light  grateful 
bitter,  in  cases  of  debility,  to  restore  the  tone  of  the 
stomach.     In  powder  it  forms  an   excellent  denti- 
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frice ;  its  aromatic  bitter  producing  a  healthy  state 
of  the  gums,  and  the  mucilage  it  contains  working 
up  by  the  brush  into  a  soaplilie  froth.  A  tincture 
also  is  prepared  from  it,  and  much  recommended, 
diluted  with  water,  as  a  wash  or  gargle,  in  cases  of 
salivation  or  diseases  of  the  gums.  The  principal 
use  to  which  the  chewstick  is  applied  is  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  tooth-brush  itself.  For  this  purpose 
the  extremity  of  a  piece  of  a  branch,  which  is 
usually  about  the  thickness  of  a  little  finger,  is 
softened  by  chewing,  and  then  rubbed  against  the 
teeth.  In  this  manner  a  tooth-brush,  and  with  it 
a  powder,  are  obtained,  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 
any  in  use  in  Europe. 

The  chewstick  is  universally  used  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  all  classes  in  the  West  Indies  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  tooth-brush  ;  it  cleanses  the  teeth 
beautifully,  leaves  a  nice  aromatic  bitter  flavor  in 
the  mouth,  and  sweetens  the  breath.  It  is  a  most 
valuable  tonic  and  stomachic  in  case  of  debility, 
where  the  more  powerful  bitter  tonics  are  not 
tolerated  well,  as  in  persons  recovering  from  attacks 
of  fever  of  this  and  other  malarial  climates.  It 
excites  the  salivary  glands,  producing  profuse  ex- 
pectoration of  saliva.  It  would  probably  prove  a 
good  stimulating  expectorant  in  pulmonary  com- 
plaints, the  large  amount  of  mucilage  it  contains, 
renders  it  an  excellent  admixture  to  cod-liver  oil, 
both  to  emulsify  the  oil,  to  cover  the  taste,  and  to 
assist  in  its  assimilation.  Mention  is  made  of  its 
having  been  used  successfully  to  assist  in  breaking 
up  the  tobacco  habit.  Persons  using  it  for  this 
purpose  occasionally  bite  off  a  piece  of  the  stick 
and  chew  it  as  they  would  tobacco.  They  claim 
that  it  restores  appetite  and  improves  their  diges- 
tion, and  also  say  that  it  obviates  that  feeling  of 
dryness  in  the  throat,  which  is  so  often  the 
stumbling-stone  for  those  who  try  to  abolish  the 
use  of  the  weed.  Dose  of  the  fluid  extract  as  a 
bitter  tonic  from  3  ss  to  3  j. 

ADRUE,   OR   ANTI-EMETIC   ROOT, 

Cyperus  Articulaius.    Nat.  Ord.  Cyfieracx. 

Rhizoma  stolonifererous,  knobbed ;  stem  cylin- 
drical, transversely  partitioned,  aphyllous,  glabrous ; 
clusters  of  spreading  spikelets  in  a  simple  or  com- 
pound umbel ;  involucre  reduced,  scaly ;  spikelets 
linear,  acuminate,  brown,  many  flowered ;  glumes 
oblong  lanceolate,  bluntish,  7  to  5  nerved,  3  to  4 
times  as  long  as  the  winged  furrow,  and  as  the 
obovate  oblong,  3  gonal  eachnium ;  stamens  3 ; 
stem  2'  to  4'  high,  variable  in  the  validity  of  the 
stem,  the  color  of  the  glumes,  and  (like  all  other 
species)  in  the  size  of  the  inflorescence  and  spike- 
lets ;  glumes  iX"  long. — Grisebach's  Flora, 

PHYSICAL   PROPERTIES. 

The  rhizomes  are  of  a  reddish  color,  having  a 
very  grateful  smell.  They  are  covered  with  brown 
withered  leaves,  and  the  different  tubers  are  con- 
nected with  small  rootlets,  so  that  in  bulk  they  are 
matted  together  like  serpentaria  root, 

THERAPEUTICAL   PROPERTIES   AND    USES. 

Adrue  has  at  times  attracted  considerable  atten- 
tion from  medical  men.  The  following  account  is 
from  the  manuscript  of  Mr.  Robert  Cowan,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London  : 
"  The  discovery  of  its  surprising  qualities  was 
made  by  Dr.  Howell,  of  Jamaica,  in  checking 
and  restraining  black  vomit  in  yellow  fever.  A 
strong  decoction  or  infusion  of  this  plant  is  as 
much  a  specific  in  restraining  vomiting  in  yellow 
fever,  as  the  Peruvian  bark  is  a  cure  of  remittents. 
It  gives  its  virtues  to  water  in  decoction,  or  warm  in- 


fusion to  be  taken  when  cold,  when  it  assumes  the 
color  of  Madeira  wine.  The  first  teacupful  of  the 
decoction  represses  the  vomiting,  and  the  second 
or  third  cures." 

The  adrue  is  commonly  used  by  the  natives  of 
this  country  in  checking  vomiting,  more  especially 
in  children,  and  in  my  practice  I  have  generally 
noticed  with  good  results.  The  root  of  it  is  made 
into  a  decoction,  either  alone,  or  the  inner  lining  of 
the  gizzard  of  fowls,  and  spices,  it  (that  is  the  root), 
being  first  scraped,  and  then  reduced  to  a  powder, 
one  bulb  being  used  at  a  time,  and  half  of  a  small 
tea-cup  of  it  administered  about  every  half  hour, 
until  vomiting  ceases.  It  has  a  fine  aromatic  flavor, 
and  produces  a  general  feeling  of  warmth  and  com- 
fort in  the  stomach.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  fine 
stomachic,  and  as  such  this  property  is  improved 
by  the  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  brandy.     I 


Adrue  (Pyperus  Articulaius). 

esteem  it  a  valuable  remedy  in  suppressing  vomit- 
ing, and  although  having  had  no*  experience  of  the 
use  of  it  in  yellow  fever,  yet  I  am  of  opinion  it 
might  prove  beneficial  in  checking  vomiting  in  the 
early  stages  of  that  disease.  I  would  recommend 
it  being  used  in  the  form  of  a  fluid  extract,  con- 
taining as  little  alcohol  as  possible,  in  doses  of  20 
to  30  drops  in  a  little  water,  to  be  repeated  every 
10  or  15  minutes,  until  vomiting  ceases.  In  atonic 
dyspepsia  it  will  be  found  a  pleasant  and  efficient 
remedy.     I  make  a  mixture  of 

Fluid  extract  adrue, 

Wine  of  pepsin,        aa   Jij- 

M.  Sig.  Take  a  teaspoonful  directly  after  eating. 
It  has  an  additional  advantage  of  being  pleasant 
to  the  taste,  quite  a  desideratum  in  these  days  of 
elegant  pharmacy. 
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Alstonia.* 

Family  :  a^ocyneae. 

("^ALYX  without  any,  or  with  very  minute,  glands, 
J  corolla  tube  cyHndrical,  more  or  less  swollen 
round  the  anthers,  the  lobes  spreading,  contorted 
in  the  bud,  the  throat  without  scales,  anthers  in- 
closed in  the  tube.  No  hypogynous  scales.  Ovary 
of  two  distinct  carpels  united  by  the  style  ;  stigma 
ovoid  or  conical,  ovules  numerous,  in  about  four 
rows  in  each  carpel.  Fruit  of  two  long  linear  fol- 
licles, seeds  oblong,  compressed,  peltately  attached, 
bordered  with  hairs,  of  which  those  at  each  end 
usually  very  long ;  albumen  scanty.  Trees  are 
tall  shrubs  with  a  milky  juice.  Leaves  in  whorls 
of  three  or  more,  or  in  a  few  species  opposite. 
Flowers  in  terminal  corymbose  cymes,  usually  one 
in  the  axil  of  each  leaf  of  the  terminal  whorl.  Bracts 
small. 

The  species  are  not  numerous,  spread  over  trop- 
ical Asia  and  the  Pacific  islands.  Of  the  seven 
Australian  species,  one  is  the  commonest  of  the 
Asiatic  ones,  another  if  correctly  identified,  is  also 
in  Java,  the  other  five  are  epidemic. 

1.  Corolla  lobes  with  the  left  hand  margin  over- 
lapping, leave  whorled  with  transverse  parallel  veins 
{a)  Flowers  sessile  or  nearly  so  in  dense  cymes, 
pubescent,  ovary  villous — A.  scholaris.  (b)  Flowers 
pedicellate  in  loose  cymes,  glabrous  as  well  as  the 
ovary — A.  veriicillosa. 

2.  Corolla  lobes  with  the  right  hand  margin  over- 
lapping, leaves  in  whorls  of  three  or  four,  {a) 
Veins  numerous,  nearly  transverse  and  parallel— 
A.  ophioxyloides.  {p)  Veins  distant,  more  or  less 
arcuate  and  anastomosing.  Leaves,  oval  elliptical 
or  oblong,  softly  villous  underneath — A.  villosa. 
Leaves  linear,  glabrous — A.  linearis.  LeaiJes  op- 
posite, veins  distant.  Quite  glabrous — A.  con- 
stricta.     Softly  pubescent — A.  mollis. 

Alstonia  scholaris.  Rob.  Brown,  A.  &  C.  Prov., 
VIII,  408.  A  tree  attaining  80  to  90  feet,  usually 
glabrous  except  the  minutely  pubescent  inflor- 
escence. Leaves  in  whorls  of  five  to  seven,  broadly 
petiolate,  obovate-oblong,  very  obtuse,  shortly  con- 
tracted at  the  base,  coriaceous  with  transverse  par- 
allel veins,  smooth  and  shining  above,  opaque  and 
pale  or  whitish  underneath,  four  to  six  inches  long 
Peduncles  in  the  axils  of  the  terminal  whorls 
shorter  than  the  leaves,  each  bearing  one  or  two 
whorls  of  secondary  peduncles,  and  each  of  these 
a  dense  cyme  of  nearly  sessile  flowers.  Calyx  seg- 
ments ovate,  pubescent  rather  above  one  line  long. 
Corolla  tube  three  to  four  lines  long;  lobes  pubes- 
cent outside,  much  shorter  than  the  tube,  the  left 
hand  edges  overlapping  in  the  bud,  the  throat 
closed  by  a  dense  ring  of  hairs.  Ovary  hirsute  at 
the  top.  Follicles  one  foot  long  or  even  more. 
Seeds  about  three  lines  long,  the  hairs  at  each  end 
longer  than  the  seed  itself. — Wight,  T.  C.  1,422. 
Queefisland,  Port  Denison,  Fitzalan  ;  Edgecombe 
and  Rockingham  bays,  Dallachy.  Broad  Sound, 
Bowman.  The  species  is  widely  spread  over  trop- 
ical Asia  and  Africa. 

Alstonia  constricta.  F.  Muell.  Fragm.  I,  57, 
IV,  170.  A  tall  shrub  or  tree  attaining  sometimes 
40  feet,  quite  glabrous.  Leaves  opposite  on  long 
petioles,  mostly  oblong — lanceolate,  but  varying 
from  almost  ovate  to  narrow — lanceolate,  acute  or 
acuminate,  the  primary  veins  distant,  oblique  and 
not   very   prominent,   three  to    five    inches   long. 


*From  the  "  Flora  Australiensis,"  a  description  of  the  plants 
of  the  Australian  territory,  by  George  Bentham,  F.  R.  S.,  P.  L.  S., 
assisted  by  Ferdinand  Mueller,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  L.  S.,  govern- 
ment botanist,  Melbourne,  Vict.,  Vol.  IV.  Stylidicae  to  Pedalineae. 
Published  under  the  authority  of  the  several  governments  of  the 
Australian  colonies.  London:  L.  Reeve  &  Co.,  5  Henrietta  St., 
Covent  Garden,  i86g. 


Flowers  numerous,  in  corymbose  cymes,  either  sol- 
itary and  terminal  or  two  together  in  the  forks  of 
the  branches  and  shorter  than  the  leaves.  Calyx- 
segments  ovate,  almost  acute,  about  one-half  line 
long,  with  a  few  minute  and  irregular  glands  at  the 
base  Inside.  Corolla  tube  about  one  line  long,  the 
lobes  about  two  hnes  long,  glabrous  or  shghtly 
bearded  inside  at  the  base,  the  right  hand  edges 
overlapping  in  the  bud.  Follicles  from  three  to 
four  inches  to  twice  that  length.  Seed,  linear,  flat 
or  concave,  pubescent,  four  to  six  lines  long,  cili- 
ate  with  long  hairs  at  the  upper  end  and  shorter 
ones  at  the  lower  end. 

Queensland,  between  the  Burnett  and  Burde- 
kin  rivers,  F.  Mueller ;  Rockhampton,  Dallarhy 
<S-»  Thozet ;  Nerkool  and  Castle  creeks,  Bowman  ; 
Natal  Downs,  Fitzalan;  near  Mount  Pluto, 
Mitchell. 

N.  S.  Wales,  Hastings  river.  Eraser  ;  Clarence 
r\vtr,Beckler  ;  northern  woods,  London  exhibition, 
1862,  C.  Moore ;  Darling  river,  Goodwin;  "Bitter- 
bark  "  of  the  colonists,  F.  Mueller. 

This  species  differ  from  the  rest  of  the  genus 
and  approaches  tabernaemontana  in  habit  and 
foliage,  and  usually  in  the  presence  of  small  glands 
at  the  base  of  the  calyx  inside.  The  fruit  and 
seeds  are,  however,  those  of  alstonia. 


Cereus  Bonplandii. 

By  Wm.  W.  Nims,  M.  D.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

HAVING  treated  during  the  past  few  years  many 
cases  of  heart  disease  with  this  new  remedy, 
I  desire  to  add  my  testimony  in  behalf  of  the  good 
results  following  the  use  of  cereus  Bonplandii,  in 
all  cases  requiring  a  nerve  sedative.  My  experi- 
ence in  the  use  of  this  drug  during  four  or  five 
years,  since  its  introduction  as  a  remedy  became 
known,  has  been  such  that  it  never  failed  me  in  a 
single  case  of  heart  difficulty  yet,  where  I  have 
employed  this  medicine.  The  following  cases  are 
only  a  few  of  the  many  treated  successfully  with 
Dr.  Kunze's  tincture  cereus  Bonplandii : 

Mr.  H.,  aged  57  years,  a  prominent  business  man 
of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  had  been  troubled  with  his 
heart  for  a  number  of  years.  Sharp  pains  in  the 
heart,  intermittent  pulse,  oppressed  breathing  at 
times  and  fullness  in  the  head.  He  was  in  fact  so 
bad  at  times  that  he  became  very  much  alarmed 
about  it.  Had  taken  everything  for  it  he  could 
hear  of,  but  with  no  permanent  benefit.  I  gave 
him  the  tincture  cereus  Bonplandii,  and  it  relieved 
him  almost  immediately.  I  have  not  heard  him 
complain  of  his  heart  in  over  a  year  now,  and  I  see 
him  almost  every  day  and  treat  him  if  indisposed. 
I  administered  the  medicine  in  doses  of  five  to 
twenty  drops  three  or  four  times  a  day,  according 
to  the  urgency  of  the  case.  Sometimes  small  doses 
oftener  repeated  would  act  with  greater  prompti- 
tude than  when  too  long  deferred. 

Mr.  G.,  aged  about  65  years,  a  gentleman  of 
wealth  and  retired  from  business,  had  symptoms  the 
same  as  the  preceding  case  only  much  worse.  Pulse 
intermitting  badly  all  the  time,  and  liable  to  a  par- 
oxysm at  any  time.  Had  been  under  the  care  of 
different  physicians  for  a  long  time  and  was  very 
much  alarmed  about  himself.  Had  taken  large 
quantities  of  digitalis,  etc.,  but  with  only  temporary 
relief.  Some  two  years  since  I  was  called  to  see 
his  wife,  and  he  then  consulted  me  about  himself. 
I  gave  him  the  cereus  Bonplandii,  and  he  was  in 
my  office  a  short  time  since  and  told  me  that  he 
had  not  had  the  least  trouble  with  his  heart  for 
over  six  months.  But  he  kept  some  of  the  medi- 
cine always  by  him  in  case  of  need. 

The  same  year  or  more  ago,  Mr.  H.,  the  patient 
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first  mentioned,  was  in  Geneva,  and  while  there 
called  on  an  old  lady  of  his  acquaintance.  When 
he  entered  the  house,  he  found  the  family  all  in  ex- 
citement. The  old  lady  was  laboring  under  a  par- 
oxysm of  heart  difficulty,  to  which  they  told  him 
she  was  liable  very  often.  They  were  rubbing  and 
giving  her  everything  they  could  to  rally  the  pa- 
tient. He  sat  a  short  time  and  saw  her  condition, 
and  then  asked  the  privilege  of  giving  her  a  dose 
of  medicine  that  he  took  himself  for  the  same  dif- 
ficulty and  always  carried  with  him.  They  con- 
sented, and  he  gave  her  a  dose  and  came  away. 
The  next  morning  her  son  met  him  at  the  depot 
and  inquired  where  he  could  get  some  of  that 
medicine,  for  it  helped  his  mother  more  than  any- 
thing she  had  ever  taken.  He  told  him  that  he 
obtained  it  of  Dr.  Nims,  of  Syracuse,  and  if  they 
wanted  he  would  have  me  send  them  a  bottle, 
which  I  did.  Dr.  Smith,  of  Geneva,  was  in  town, 
and  called  at  my  office  to  get  another  bottle  of 
cereus  Bonplandii  for  the  old  lady  and  said  it  had 
worked  like  a  charm  with  her.  He  also  wanted  a 
bottle  for  himself  as  he  was  troubled  with  a  similar 
difficulty.  He  said  that  he  did  not  know  what 
medicine  it  was,  but  it  had  been  a  perfect  "  God 
send  "  for  her,  as  he  expressed  it.  I  gave  him  the 
medicine  and  then  informed  him  what  it  was  and 
where  he  could  obtain  it  if  wanted  it  in  future.  I 
have  heard  nothing  further  from  that  source  since, 
and  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  medicine  did 
good  service.  I  might  also  here  mention  other 
cases  treated  if  it  would  shed  any  more  light  on  the 
subject,  but  as  it  is  only  my  desire  to  bear  some 
testimony  to  the  beautiful  action  we  obtain  from 
the  use  of  cereus  Bonplandii  in  cardiac  troubles,  I 
prefer  stating  the  facts  briefly  to  the  profession. 


Proprietary  Preparations. 

By  C.  J.  Polk,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

THE  use  of  patented  and  proprietary  prepara- 
tions has  become  so  common  with  the  medi- 
cal profession  that  custom  may  be  said  to  have 
given  it  the  sanction  of  authority,  and  justified 
this  violation  of  the  code  of  ethics,  both  in  letter 
and  spirit.  Of  the  two  classes  of  nostrums,  the 
first  presents  the  fewest  objections.  The  compo- 
sition of  a  patent  medicine  can  be  ascertained  by 
applying  to  the  Patent  Office  at  Washington,  while 
no  such  information  is  available  concerning  those 
which  are  merely  copyrighted.  Take,  for  instance, 
"  Vitalene."  The  circular  tells  us  that  it  is  com- 
posed of  the  "vital  spirit"  of  animals  and  plants, 
extracted,  while  living,  by  a  process  known  only 
to  the  manufacturer;  that,  by  it,  old  age  and 
gray  hairs  are  supplanted  by  eternal  youth  and 
vigor,  idiots  become  philosophers,  impotency  suc- 
ceeded by  strong  virile  powers,  and  the  most  as- 
tonishing miracles  are  performed.  Incredible  as 
it  may  seem,  it  is  said  that  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  bottles  of  it  have  been  prescribed  by 
physicians.  This  is  only  a  fair  sample  of  its  class. 
While  some  of  its  claims  will  be  denied  by  the 
profession,  it  is  really  less  objectionable  than  some 
that  have  received  the  indorsement  of  respectable 
medical  journals  and  are  recommended  by  dis- 
tinguished physicians.  "  Vitalene  "  is  not  the  emana- 
tion of  a  New  York  professor,  but  we  will  com- 
pare it  with  the  "nerve  and  brain  food"  of  a 
professor.  In  his  circular  wrapper  the  professor 
tells  you  where  you  can  find  his  formula  for  mak- 
ing his  nostrum.  You  seek  the  fountain  of  this 
knowledge,  and  find  that  you  have  been  deceived  ; 
that  no  such  formula  is  therein  given  ;  and,  search- 
ing diligently,  you  find  the  professor  admits,  in 
unmistakable    English,   that  he   is   unacquainted 


with  any  such  preparation.  The  professor  also 
advertises  his  nostrum  in  daily  newspapers,  as 
well  as  in  medical  journals,  and  thus  tries  to 
reach  the  populace  independent  of  the  profession. 
He  also  claims  that  it  will  "  cure  seventy-five  per 
cent  of  consumption,"  will  "  stamp  out  consump- 
tion," but,  "  as  similar  preparations  are  sold  under 
various  names,  none  are  reliable  unless  made  by 
him." 

Swain"s  Panacea  has  received  higher  profes- 
sional endorsement  than  any  one  nostrum.  The 
certificate  given  by  Dr.  Mott  was  a  thorn  which 
annoyed  him  to  the  latest  hour  of  his  life. 

But,  to  take  a  practical  view  of  this  matter. 
Suppose  a  patient  appHes  to  me  for  a  prescription 
for  a  cough.  I  prescribe  a  bottle  of  Jayne's  Ex- 
pectorant. The  next  time  he  has  a  cough  he  will 
buy  the  expectorant  without  consulting  me.  This 
involves  a  pecuniary  loss  to  me,  and  a  loss  of  re- 
spect by  my  patient ;  but  higher  elements  enter 
into  the  question.  Instead  of  a  simple  bronchitis, 
pneumonia  may  have  supervened,  and  the  pa- 
tient, supposing  that  he  possesses  all  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  physician,  thus  lets  the  opportunity 
pass  by  for  successful  treatment.  If  physicians 
are  to  treat  diseases  by  ready-made  prescriptions, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  can  easily  get  a  suitable 
name  for  the  regular  profession.  If  the  National 
Association  repeals  the  restriction  on  the  use  of 
nostrums  now  in  existence  in  our  code  of  ethics, 
it  seems  that  the  mooted  question,  what  we  shall 
be  called,  could  be  satisfactorily  settled  by  the 
adoption  of  "  Nostrum  School  of  Medicine." 

The  prohibition  should  not  be  limited  to  secret 
nostrums  of  a  proprietary  character,  those,  the 
manner  of  preparing  and  composition  of  which 
are  unknown  except  to  the  manufacturer.  Still,  I 
beheve  complex  formulas  objectionable,  and  usual- 
ly injurious  to  both  physicians  and  patients.  They 
certainly  obscure  the  action  of  individual  agents, 
and  prevent  that  precision  in  prescribing  so  essen- 
tial to  the  advance  of  medical  science.  While, 
no  doubt,  many  physicians,  as  well  as  the  writer, 
have  found  these  ready-made  prescriptions  con- 
venient, the  complexity  of  their  composition  is  no 
doubt  often  objectionable.  Even  this  objection 
may  be  urged  against  the  non-copy-righted,  non- 
secret,  non-proprietary,  phosphorous  compounds 
introduced  into  medical  practice  by  him.  They 
were  formulated,  it  is  true,  to  represent  all  the 
phosphorous  compounds  of  the  animal  organism. 
This  is  especially  true  of  my  "Protagon,"  the  first 
one  of  the  animal  phosphorus  compounds  intro- 
duced to  the  medical  profession.  It,  however,  met 
a  professional  want,  and,  notwithstanding  it  has 
received  no  advertising  of  moment  for  the  last 
two  years,  it  has  kept  pace  with  the  more  pushed 
remedy  "  Kephaline."  During  the  past  year  the 
writer  has  used  exclusively  the  normal  brain  hypo- 
phosphites  in  combination  with  hypophosphites 
of  lime,  soda  and  ammonia^  made  with  brain  acid, 
and  prefers  it  even  to  his  other  compounds.  Com- 
plex formulas  are  objectionable  as  a  rule,  and  yet 
the  combinations  in  some  cases  form  admirable 
remedies.  "  Warburg's  Tincture"  is  an  example. 
I  have  cured  ague  with  it  after  failing  with  various 
combinations  of  the  cinchona  alkaloids. 

Had  the  writer  copyrighted  "Protagon,"  a  harpy 
would  not  have  claimed  it  as  a  discovery  of  his 
own,  and  tried  to  rob  me  both  of  the  honor  and 
the  profit.  I  preferred,  however,  to  place  my  pre- 
parations untrammeled  by  copyrights,  and  en- 
tirely void  of  secrecy  before  the  profession,  and, 
notwithstanding  some  pecuniary  loss  has  attended 
this  course,  and  some  annoyance  from  plagiarists, 
I  do  not  regret  my  course. 

In  conclusion,  however,  I   would  suggest  that. 
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if  the  American  Medical  Association  repeals  the 
present  restrictions  on  proprietary  medicines,  it 
will  in  the  future  require  all  proprietors  to  publish 
working  formulas,  and  also  forbid  them  advertis- 
ing their  nostrums  in  daily  newspapers,  unless 
"  they  stand  high  in  the  medical  profession  and 
are  professors  in  medical  colleges."  Of  course 
the  medical  profession  cannot  regulate  pharma- 
ceutical chemists,  bui  it  can  forbid  the  use  of 
popular  7tostrums  by  its  mefnbers.  It  is  high 
time  that  there  was  a  definite  line  drawn  between 
legitimate  phar?nacy  and  pharmaceutical  quack- 
ery. Elegant  pharmacy  should  be  encouraged,  but 
frauds  and  humbugs  should  be  suppressed. 


Cereus  Bonplandii. 

By  H.  C.  BuLLARD,  M.  D.,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 

IN  the  treatment  of  the  various  heart  diseases 
with  which  a  physician  is  continually  confronted 
I  have  employed  digitalis,  veratrum  viride  and  aco- 
nite, the  latter  in  connection  with  bromide  of  po- 
tassium. The  first  I  have  relied  upon  more  as  a 
stimulant  to  the  cardiac  muscle,  or  as  a  "  cardiac 
tonic."  As  a  cardiac  sedative,  aconite  and  verat- 
rum viride  have  always  occupied  a  place  in  my 
pocket  case.  Since  I  have  begun  to  make  use  of 
cereus  Bonplandii  I  find  that  it  supplants  the  others 
in  my  treatment,  more  and  more,  the  longer  I  em- 
ploy it.  I  am  unable  to  write  of  its  physiological 
action,  I  can  merely  describe  the  result  as  attained 
by  myself  in  prescribing  it  to  such  patients  as  have 
presented  themselves  to  me  for  treatment. 

In  all  merely  functional  diseases  of  the  heart  fol- 
lowing proportionably  with  the  excitement  of  the 
nervous  system  and  its  consequent  effect  upon  the 
sympathetic,  cereus  Bonplandii  secures  a  speedy 
and  happy  effect.  While  I  do  not  claim  that  it 
will  cure  a  bad  case  of  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  or 
of  hypertrophy  with  dilatation,  still  it  undoubtedly 
quiets  the  heart  and  controls  any  undue  excitement. 
It  thus  gives  relief  where  digitalis  would  be  contra- 
indicated  or  else  should  be  used  with  care  and 
great  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  physician.  I 
have  failed  to  discover  any  bad  effects  from  the  use 
of  this  drug  in  any  form  of  heart  disease  for  which 
I  have  exhibited  it.  The  usual  dose  has  been  from 
five  to  ten  drops  to  be  repeated  every  two  to  four 
hours.     Two  cases  will  suffice  to  illustrate : 

Case  I.  Mr.  Chad  been  treated  by  me  previously 
for  hypertrophy  with  dilatation  of  the  heart.  Some 
time  since  he  called  upon  me,  but  not  finding  me  at 
home,  and  feeling  that  he  needed  instant  relief, 
sought  aid  elsewhere.  After  four  weeks  he  re- 
turned to  me,  saying  that  as  he  had  obtained  no 
marked  relief  he  wished  me  to  prescribe  for  him. 
He  detailed  his  symptoms,  which  were  a  feeling  of 
fullness  in  the  head  with  flushing  of  the  face,  diz- 
ziness, dimness  of  vision  at  times,  pain  in  the  nape 
of  neck,  fulness  in  the  epigastrium  with  dyspepsia, 
numbness  in  his  limbs  and  low  spirited  generally. 
While  at  his  work  he  would  be  seized  with  faint- 
ness,  and  if  he  attempted  to  walk  dizziness  would 
supervene  with  such  severity  that  he  was  forced  to 
reach  out  for  some  support  to  prevent  his  falling. 
At  times  his  vision  was  so  affected  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  he  could  see  to  work  at  his  trade,  a  jeweler. 
His  sleep  was  very  much  disturbed,  especially  if  he 
happened  to  get  upon  his  left  side.  His  appetite 
was  good,  but  was  afraid  to  eat  on  account  of  the 
distress  in  his  stomach.  He  had  tried  dieting,  but 
without  relief.  His  countenance  was  indicative  of 
great  mental  distress  with  his  pupils  largely  di- 
lated. 

He  had  been  told  that  his  disease  was  spinal 
with  a  tendency  to  brain  trouble.  Had  been  treated 


with  bromide  of  potash,  digitalis,  ergot,  strychnia, 
etc. 

I  found  his  heart  beating  irregularly  and  tumul- 
tuously  at  the  rate  of  120,  the  cardiac  sound  trans- 
posed below  the  usual  plane.  No  disease  of  the 
valves.  I  informed  him  that  I  considered  his 
troubles  as  arising  from  his  heart,  and  that  relief 
to  that  organ  would  cause  the  other  symptoms  to 
disappear.  I  prescribed  cereus  Bonplandii  in  ten- 
drop  doses  every  four  hours  at  first,  to  lessen  the 
dose  as  relief  was  obtained.  He  was  requested  to 
return  in  four  days  if  no  relief.  At  the  end  of  ten 
days  he  reported  himself,  saying  that  he  felt  like  a 
new  man  and  that  all  his  bad  feelings  had  disap- 
peared, with  the  exception  of  a  slight  rapidity  of 
the  action  of  the  heart  if  he  exercised  unduly.  At 
that  time  the  heart's  rate  was  80  and  regular. 
Advised  the  use  of  the  medicine  three  times  a  day . 
in  five-drop  doses.  Has  since  reported  himself 
feeling  better  and  taking  the  medicine  only  occa- 
sionally. 

Case  2.  Mrs.  G.,  aged  60,  has  been  troubled  with 
dizziness,  dimness  of  vision,  pras-cardial  pain,  flat- 
ulency with  indigestion,  numbness  in  her  limbs 
and  a  feeling  of  general  weakness ;  at  times  she 
would  suffer  from  a  feeling  of  suffocation  with 
difficulty  in  breathing.  If  she  went  into  a  crowded 
room  or  hall,  she  would  be  obliged  to  leave  on  ac- 
count of  difficulty  in  breathing,  so  that  she  had 
been  obliged  to  forego  attendance  upon  church  or 
lectures.  Any  slight  over-exertion  produced  palpi- 
tation of  the  heart,  leaning  over  at  her  work  she 
found  impossible.  This  lady's  nervous  system  had 
been  sorely  tried  by  the  long  continued  sickness 
of  a  daughter  and  by  her  death. 

Upon  auscultation  of  the  heart,  I  found  no  en- 
largement or  valvular  disease,  but  an  irregularity 
and  rapidity  of  its  action. 

I  informed  her  that  a  portion  at  least  of  her 
trouble  arose  from  her  heart,  due  to  nervous  de- 
rangement. I  prescribed  cereus  Bonplandii  in 
eight-drop  doses  every  four  hours  and  to  repeat 
the  same  whenever  the  feeling  of  suffocation  came 
on.  In  ten  days  I  saw  her,  when  she  reported 
much  relief,  and  especially  so  when  the  feeling  of 
suffocation  came  on  and  resort  was  made  to  the 
medicine.  These  attacks  had  become  much  less 
frequent.  Her  heart  was  beating  regularly  and 
with  much  less  rapidity,  being  only  80.  She  has 
improved  since  then  and  complains  more  of  general 
weakness  now,  for  which  I  am  prescribing  such 
remedies  as  seem  indicated.  The  cereus  Bon- 
plandii is  not  used  regularly  now,  but  only  occasion- 
ally. 


Rhus  Aromatica. 

By  James  Cooper,  M.  D.,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

1HAVE  tested  fluid  extract  rhus  aromatica  in  the 
following  cases : 
J.  S.,  aet.  25,  has  been  troubled  with  diabetes 
insipidus  about  six  months.  Had  tried  several 
physicians  and  various  remedies  without  relief. 
He  finally  apphed  to  me  and  I  put  him  on  the  fol- 
lowing : 


5.     Fluid  ex.  rhus  arom. 
Glycerine,  5  ss. 
Water  ad    5  iv. 


5J. 


M.  Sig.     One  teaspoonful  four  times  per  day. 

Reported  improvement  after  second  day,  and 
believed  himself  cured.  It  is  now  two  weeks 
since  he  took  the  last  of  the  prescription,  and  he 
reports  himself  well  and  gaining  in  flesh. 

C.  A.,  ast.  6i,  has  been  troubled  with  frequent 
discharges  of  urine  during  the  day  and  from  three 


November,  1879] 


NEW  PREPARATIONS. 


279 


to  five  times  during  the  night — quantity  large — for 
several  years,  though  at  times  worse  than  others. 
Had  used  a  number  of  prescriptions  with  only 
temporary  benefit.  Gave  him  the  above  prescrip- 
tion in  the  morning  and  he  reported  that  he  had 
to  get  up  but  once  during  the  first  night  and  not 
at  all  afterwards.  He  took  two  prescriptions  and 
reports  himself  entirely  well. 

J.  K.,  ast.  18.  This  young  man  has  been  wetting 
the  bed,  nightly,  so  his  mother  says,  since  child- 
hood. Had  taken  much  medicine  from  many 
physicians,  but  without  benefit.  Prescribed  as 
above,  and  after  second  night  he  was  all  right. 
The  medicine  was  ordered  to  be  given  three 
times  a  day,  last  dose  at  bed  time,  until  improve- 
ment took  place,  then  only  at  bed  time.  Heard 
from  him  a  few  days  ago  (prescription  was  given 
him  August  nth)  and  he  remains  well,  having 
used  but  the  single  four-ounce  bottle  of  the 
medicine. 

M.  K.,  ast.  8,  sister  of  the  above,  had  inconti- 
nence of  urine  five  years  or  more  and  gave  her 
mother  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  Gave  same  pre- 
scription in  one-fourth  teaspoonful  doses,  and  two 
ounces  cured  her,  so  her  mother  reports. 

In  the  last  two  cases  I  ordered  generous  diet, 
with  little  fluid  drink  after  dinner,  and  advised  that 
the  patients  void  urine,  if  possible,  just  before  re- 
tiring. 


The  True  and  False. 

By  J.  H.  BuNDY,  M.  D.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

THAT  false  drugs,  or  varieties  of  drugs  not 
true  to  name,  will  get  into  the  market  is 
verified  by  the  following  facts,  which  would  seem 
a  little  strange  from  the  fact  of  their  occurring 
so  near  home,  and  the  habitat  of  the  drug.  Several 
complaints  have  been  made  regarding  cascara, 
the  action  of  which  has  been  contrary  to  what 
was  expected.  At  the  same  time  the  honesty  of 
the  manufacturer  could  not  be  questioned,  as  he  in 
the  best  of  faith  was  producing  a  fine  fluid  extract 
of  what  he  honestly  supposed  to  be  the  true  drug. 
The  details  of  a  case  in  point  are  as  follows : 
Mr.  H.  Bowman,  the  leading  druggist  of  our  city, 
and  a  gentleman  noted  for  his  ability,  upright- 
ness and  fair  dealing,  called  on  me  and  stated 
that  he  had  been  dispensing   the  fluid  extract  of 

cascara  manufactured  by ,  San  Francisco, 

and  that  its  action  was  so  different  from  that  of 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  as  to  cause  complaint  from 
all  who  took  it.  The  quantity  prescribed  was 
the  same  as  that  of  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s,  but  the  effect 
was  to  vomit  and  purge  even  when  the  minimum 
dose  was  given.  The  griping  and  irritation  were 
so  great  that  its  use  had  to  be  suspended  until 
the  unpleasant  symptoms  had  disappeared,  and  if  it 
was  again  resumed  it  was  followed  by  the  same 
results  as  before.  Had  this  occurred  in  one  case  it 
might  have  been  supposed  that  there  was  some 
peculiarity  in  the  case  forbidding  its  use.  But  the 
same  results  were  experienced  in  al/the  cases,  which 
led  to  an  examination  of  the  matter  to  ascertain  the 
facts  in  the  premises.  The  fluid  extract  was  first 
examined ;  it  was  somewhat  darker  in  color,  and 
entirely  unlike  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  in  smell  and  taste.  The 
taste  was  decidedly  more  bitter  with  considerable 
pungency  and  acridity.  An  examination  of  the 
bark  furnished  a  key  to  the  mystery  and  decided 
the  question.  It  is  difficult  to  describe  a  bark 
understandingly,  but  the  false  variety  of  the  bark 
had  the  appearance  of  the  bark  of  the  white-wood 
or  cotton-wood  tree,  quite  white  ;  while  that  of  the 
true  has  much  the  appearance  of  the  apple  tree 
bark,  being  much  darker.     The  false  proves  to  be 


the  alder-leaved  buckthorn  (rhamnus  frangula — 
Californian  variety).  This  species  is  much  more 
active  than  the  purshiana,  and  is  not  as  well 
adapted  to  the  treatment  of  dyspepsia  and  consti- 
pation, so  far  as  experience  with  the  drug  has 
proven.  Many  tons  of  this  bark  have  been  gathered 
this  season  and  are  now  in  the  market  under  the 
name  rhamnus  purshiana. 

I  write  this  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have 
used  the  true  purshiana,  that  should  they  ex- 
perience such  results  as  I  have  referred  to  they 
may  be  able  to  account  for  them;  and  that  they 
may  not  condemn  the  true  drug  from  having  used 
something  else. 

The  California  laurel  introduced  by  Dr.  Mann 
was  formerly  the  oreodaphne  Cal.,  but  now  the 
umbellaria  Cal.  It  belongs  to  the  natural  order 
lauracea.  I  am  pleased  to  note  the  work  of  Dr. 
Mann  in  drug  testing,  and  hope  he  will  continue 
his  researches  in  that  direction.  The  drug  he 
writes  on  is  a  most  potent  one,  and  a  careful 
trial  of  it  will,  I  am  satisfied,  verify  Dr.  Mann's 
assertions  regarding  it. 


[Translation.] 

Erigeron  Canadense  in  Gonorrhoea — 
Jacaranda  Caroba  (Folia  Carobae)  a 
Remedy  for  Syphilis. 

By  Dr.  Schussler,  Oldenburg. 

DURING  my  practice  of  ten  years  I  have  been 
daily  occupied  with  diseases  of  a  syphilitic 
nature.  Gonorrhoea  and  secondary  syphilis  were 
presented  most  frequently.  It  had  often  been  pos- 
sible for  me  to  cure  a  case  of  gonorrhoea  in  several 
weeks  by  application  of  the  regular  medicines  re- 
commended therefor,  but  in  the  greater  number  of 
cases  recovery  was  slow,  the  cure  sometimes  pro- 
tracted through  several  months,  so  that  I  began  to 
question  whether  the  cessation  of  the  discharge 
might  not  be  due  to  nature's  own  recuperative 
powers  in  place  of  a  result  brought  about  by  the 
action  of  the  medicines  employed. 

Of  late  I  have  employed  in  gonorrhoea  a  remedy 
recommended  in  this  journal,  which  is  erigeron 
Canadense.  This  remedy_  although  n.ot  a  specific, 
has  in  my  hands  produced  good  results  in  several 
cases. 

Concerning  the  treatment  of  secondary  syph- 
ilis, however,  I  know  of  no  better  remedy  for  it 
than  jacaranda  caroba  (folia  carobae).  I  first  met 
with  a  notice  of  this  article  in  the  "  Text  Work 
of  Materia  Medica"  of  Lippe. 

I  apply  the  jacaranda  in  every  form  of  secondary 
syphilis,  and  in  every  case  when  the  patients  re- 
port again,  which  occurs  once  in  about  two  weeks, 
I  can  recognize  an  improvement.  I  have  prescribed 
this  drug,  which  I  have  given  four  times  a  day. 
Will  the  jacaranda  likewise  prove  a  remedy  for 
recent  chancre?  I  am  not  yet  warranted  in  giv- 
ing a  decisive  reply  to  this  question.  I  have  been 
confronted  once,  so  far,  with  a  favorable  result 
from  this  direction. 

A  full  month  ago  I  was  consulted  by  an  old 
gentleman  regarding  a  genital  trouble  which  he 
reported  as  ensuing  upon  cohabitation  with  an  un- 
known female.  The  foreskin  was  very  much 
swollen,  and  could  not  be  pushed  back  over  the 
head  of  the  penis.  In  the  attempt  to  do  this  a 
large  quantity  of  yellowish-green  matter  escaped. 
Acting,  in  this  case,  on  the  principle  that  a  remedy 
which  had  been  found  to  possess  such  excellent 
activity  in  secondary  syphilis,  should  certainly  be 
of  incalculably  greater  service  in  the  first  stages,  I 
administered  jacaranda,  with  the  request  that  the 
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patient    should   present  himself    again    in  a    few 
days. 

At  the  second  consultation,  which  occurred  eight 
days  after  the  first  one,  I  could  perceive  a  decided 
improvement.  I  therefore  continued  the  jacaranda. 
The  patient  is  now  almost  entirely  recovered. 


Enuresis. 

By  A.  O'Neill,  M.  D.,  Meadville,  Pa. 

THIS  affection  is  peculiar  to  children,  and  is 
frequent  in  old  age.  Leaving  out  the  causes, 
such  as  stone  in  the  bladder,  irritability  of  that 
organ  and  gastro-intestinal  irritation,  which  are 
exceedingly  frequent  as  causes,  another  still  exists 
in  children  occasionally,  where  a  strumous  habit 
appears  as  the  prime  factor,  when  nerve  force  is 
impaired   through    defective     nutritive   functions. 


This  class  is  apparently  the  most  difficult  to  rem- 
edy. Having  had  a  child  six  years  old  under  treat- 
ment lately  where  traces  of  mal-assimilation  ap- 
peared to  be  the  predisposing  cause,  I  resorted  to 
the  usual  remedies,  such  as  iron,  cantharides,  etc.,  ad 
nauseam, -which,  were  without  such  relief  as  usually 
follows.  Medicine  was  discontinued  for  a  week, 
when  fluid  extract  rhus  aromatica  was  given  in 
fifteen-drop  doses  thrice  daily,  the  last  dose  im- 
mediately before  sending  the  child  to  bed.  This 
was  kept  up  for  two  weeks,  gradually  increasing 
the  dose  to  25  drops  ter  die,  when  the  child 
ceased  "wetting  the  bed."  How  this  remedy  acts 
is  not  within  the  province  of  this  article  to  deter- 
mine, as  a  more  extended  use  of  this  remedy  will 
give  it  a  therapeutical  value  which  it  eminently  de- 
serves. This  is  the  first  thorough  test  in  my  own 
hands,  hence  I  speak  conjointly  with  the  experience 
of  others. 


Correspondence. 


Answers  to  Botanical  Queries. 


To  Geo.  Sprague,  M.D.,  Pleasant  Hill  P.  0.,lnd. 
Eupatorium  Aromaticum. 

This  specimen  is  a  species  of  eupatorium  or 
thoroughwort.  The  portion  of  the  plant  sent 
agrees  very  closely  with  eupatorium  aromaticum,  L. 
It  will  perhaps  be  sufficient  for  our  correspondent 
to  say  that  it  belongs  to  the  genus  eupatorium, 
and  that  none  of  the  plants  of  this  genus  are 
known  to  be  poisonous.  See  Eupatorium  in 
"  United  States  Dispensatory,"  p.  402,  and  "  Na- 
tional Dispensatory,"  p.  507, 


To  B.  F.  Moore,  M.  D.,  Poplar  Bluffs,  Ashley 
Co.,  Ark. 

Alnus  Serrulata,  Ait. 

This  specimen,  consisting  of  leaves,  catkins,  stem 
and  root,  is  a  variety  of  alnus  serrulata  ait.,  or 
smooth  alder.  It  differs  from  the  typical  species  in 
having  less  finely  serrate  leaves,  but  otherwise  ap- 
pears to  be  altogether  identical  with  it. 

This  species  of  alder  and  its  varieties  (often 
called  black  alder),  are  widely  distributed  through 
the  northern  states  and  southward  as  far  as  New 
Mexico.  There  are  several  varieties  which  differ 
chiefly  in  the  form,  size  and  serration  of  the  leaves, 
but  all  have  essentially  the  same  properties.  The 
bark  is  astringent,  also  the  leaves  and  aments,  but 
the  last  have  a  less  proportion  of  tannin  than  the 
leaves  and  bark. 

For  description  of  the  bark  and  an  account  of  its 
action  and  uses,  see  "  National  Dispensatory,"  art. 
Alnus,  also  "  U.  S.  Dispensatory,"  extra  official 
list. 


To  G.  A.  Cable,  Brownhelm,  Loraine  Co.,  Ohio. 

Nabalus  Altissimus  (Hook.),   Apocynum  Canna- 
binum,  L.,  Penthorum  Sedoides,  L. 

I.  Nabalus  Altissimus  (Hook.),  or  tall  white 
lettuce,  one  of  a  number  of  species  that  go  by 
the  name  of  "  rattlesnake  root."  It  belongs  to 
the  natural  order  Compositae  {Liguliflora).  This 
species  is  best  distinguished  by  its  cylindrical 
greenish  invohicre  of  ^  scales,  and  the  small  num- 
ber of  flowers  m.  each  head  (only  5  or  6).  The 
pappus  is  of  a  dirty  white,  or  very  light  brownish 


color,  the  achenia  quite  slender  and  more  or  less 
grooved.  The  leaves  are  exceedingly  variable  in 
form,  and  several  varieties  have  been  made  out, 
based  upon  their  different  forms.  They  are  cor- 
date, deltoid,  ovate,  entire  or  considerably  lobed, 
etc.  Probably  the  leaf  sent  was  taken  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  plant,  and  is  therefore  more  slen- 
der than  others. 

The  plants  of  this  genus  are  from  a  thick,  tu- 
berous root,  which  is  very  bitter,  and  probably 
suggests  the  common  name  of  "  gall  of  the  earth" 
for  one  of  them.  The  plants  also  abound  in  a 
milky,  bitter  juice. 

N.  Altissimus,  "  in  common  with  other  species, 
is  employed  with  marked  success  in  curing  the  bite 
of  the  rattlesnake.  The  juice  of  the  plant,  boiled 
in  milk,  is  taken  internally,  and  poultices  of  the 
leaves  are  constantly  applied  to  the  wound. 

N.  albus  is  perhaps  rather  more  common  than 
the  one  last  mentioned  in  the  northern  States,  and 
has  been  introduced  into  England,  where  it  seems 
to  have  some  reputation  as  a  medicinal  plant.  It 
is  distinguished  by  its  brown  pappus,  Amgy  Vihii^ 
flowers,  purplish  involucre  of  about  8  scales, 
larger  numbei;  of  flowers  in  the  head,  and  angular, 
variously  toothed  leaves. 

2.  Apocynum  Cannabinum,  L.,  or  Indian  hemp. 
There  are  two  species   of  apocynum,  both  very 

common  in  the  northern  States.  These  are  best 
distinguished  by  ^htvc  flowers,  which  in  the  species 
named  SiXt  greenish  white,  with  erect  corolla  lobes, 
and  a  calyx  nearly  equal  to  the  tube  of  the  corolla, 
while  in  A.  androscemifoliwu,  L.,  the  calyx  is 
much  shorter  than  the  corolla-tube,  and  the  co- 
rolla itself  is  bell-shaped,  with  revolute  lobes,  white 
striped  with  light  red,  and  considerably  more 
showy  than  that  of  the  first  species.  The  leaves 
and  fruit  of  the  two  species  resemble  each  other 
very  closely,  and  we  should  say  that  when  the  root 
is  collected  some  of  the  flowers  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  gathered  as  a  means  of  preventing  mistakes. 
This,  however,  would  require  it  to  be  gathered 
rather  early,  and,  as  distinctive  characters  may  be 
drawn  from  the  roots  themselves,  perhaps  is  un- 
necessary. 

The  identification  in  this  case  is  based  upon  the 
form  of  the  leaf,  which  is  more  like  that  of  A.  canna- 
binum than  of  the  other  species  ;  the  fruit  is  so  nearly 
alike  in  the  two  that  they  cannot  be  distinguished 
with  certainty  by  this.  If  absolute  certainty  is  re- 
quired the  flowers  or  the  roots  should  be  exam- 
ined. 

3.  Penthorum    Sedoides,    L.,    or    ditch   stone- 
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crop.     Advertised  as  a  remedy  for  catarrh.     Very 
common  in  wet  places. 

4.  Leaves  and  flov/ering  stems.  We  cannot  iden- 
tify this  u'ith  certainty  without  having  either  flow- 
ers or  fruit  in  good  condition,  and  would  rather  give 
no  judgment  until  one  or  both  of  these  can  be 
sent. 

5.  Fragment  of  root.  We  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  determine  this. 


Inquiries. 


Berberis  Aquifolium. 

I  am  desirous  of  knowing  if  any  therapeutical 
relationship  exists  between  berberis  aquifolium  and 
the  well-known  berberis  vulgaris,  so  long  used  by 
many  medical  men.  I  have  never  yet  used  the 
former,  nor  have  I  seen  any  description  of  its  prop- 
erties and  uses  that  indicates  particularly  what 
class  of  structures  it  influences,  nor  the  specific 
nature  of  its  action. 

I  would  like  to  ask  an  answer,  through  your 
columns,  to  the  following  facts  concerning  it,^viz.  : 
What  tissues  does  it  chiefly  and  generally  influence  ? 
Is  it  relaxant,  stimulant,  astringent,  or  does  it 
combine  any  two  of  these  properties?  What  con- 
dition are  structures  that  it  expends  its  influence 
on,  left  in  after  its  use  for  some  time.''  Is  it  one  of 
those  agents  that,  if  given  to  an  individual  in 
health,  wiU  leave  him  in  such  a  condition  after  pro- 
tracted use  ?     Inquiringly, 

W.  F.  TAIT,  M.  D. 

Galesburg,  111.,  Oct.  31st,  1879. 


Replies. 


California  Laurel. 

In  New  Preparations,  Dr.  L.  Mann  says,  in 
speaking  of  the  California  Laurel,  "  the  botani- 
cal designation  of  the  plant  is  unknown  to  me," 
etc. 

According  to  Prof.  J.  D.  Whitney,  it  is  known 
as   Tetranthera  Caltfornica. 

The  wood  is  used  in  ornamental  work,  and  the 
nut  is  eaten  by  the  Indians. 

L.  H.  BUNNELL,  M.  D. 

Homer,  Minn.,  Oct.  18,  1879. 

Necrosis — Plagiarism. 

For  the  information  as  to  the  best  treatment  of 
necrosis,  s&tjiosion  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal, August,  1876. 

Your  cUpping,  under  the  caption  of  "  Diet  for 
the  Corpulent,"  and  accredited  to  Dr.  M.  M.  Grif- 
fith, in  the  Medical  Brief,  is  plagiarized  from  the 
Virgitiia  Medical  Monthly,  Dr.  James's  paper  on 
Consumption.  Don't  you  think  it  better  to  give 
credit  where  it  belongs.'  Your  journal,  as  a  whole, 
is  admirable. 

EPHRAIM  CUTTER,  M.  D. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  20,  1879. 

Craniotomy. 

I  notice  the  reply  of  Dr.  Rouse  to  the  questions 
propounded  by  Dr.  Inglis  in  regard  to  performing 
the  operation  of  craniotomy.  Can  it  be  possible 
that  the  doctor  considers  his  reply  an  adequate 
one.'*  Certainly  his  reply,  on  page  227  of  your 
September  number,  does  not  tally  with  the  experi- 
ence of  medical  practitioners,  my  own,  most 
surely.  To  be  brief,  let  me  cite  a  very  common 
case  in  point :  A  very  fleshy  patient,  young,  inex- 
perienced and  a   primipara,  is    in   labor  forty- 


eight  hours,  waters  drain  off ;  patient  without 
sleep  and  in  constant  pain.  You  are  summoned, 
and  pronounce  the  patient  in  labor  (to  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  attending  friends).  You  finally  get 
the  head  of  a  ten-pound  child  impact  in  the  bones. 
Patient  fails  in  strength,  faints,  and  is  fast  be- 
coming in  a  dying  condition  ;  child  alive.  You 
cannot  apply  forceps,  or  you  would  have  done  so. 
Are  you  to  wait .'' 

Supposing  you  find  a  tumor  in  the  vagina,  as  I 
did  in  a  late  case ;  or  you  find  a  hydrocephalus 
head.  Every  physician  understands  that  it  does 
not  do  if  your  patient  shows  signs  of  sinking,  to 
wait  too  long,  for  he  cannot  tell  exactly  how  long 
he  may  be  in  relieving  his  patient.  It  is  well  to 
hold  the  life  even  of  an  infant  unborn,  sacred,  but 
when  the  life  of  the  mother  is  at  stake,  the  in- 
fant's life  is  to  be  but  lightly  considered.  Of 
course  where  the  foetus  is  dead,  as  in  the  doctor's 
reply,  there  is  nothing  to  be  considered.  I  hope 
some  physician  (as  the  question  is  now  up,  who 
feels  like  undertaking  the  task),  will  in  your  next 
number  make  a  full  and  adequate  reply,  for  the 
benefit  of  young  practitioners  more  especially. 
Respectfully  yours, 

FREEMAN  HERSEY  CHASE,  M.  D. 

Orland,  Maine,  Oct.  15,  1879. 


Communications. 


Jaborandi. 

I  have  taken  the  fluid  extract  of  jaborandi,  and 
find  that  for  several  days  after,  I  experienced  a  dis- 
gust for  spirituous  or  malt  liquors.  I  would 
like  to  hear  what  other  physicians  have  to  say  in 
their  practice  on  that  point.  If  this  is  one  of  the 
properties  of  jaborandi  on  all  persons  it  would  be 
worth  knowing.  J.  M.  FOOTE,  M.  D, 

Archbald,  Pa.,  Oct.  5,  1879. 


Cascara  Cordial. 

I  have  used  cascara  cordial  in  a  number  of 
cases,  of  which  I  report  one.  Mrs.  A.,  aged  67 
years,  afflicted  with  weakness  of  stomach  and 
habitual  constipation.  Just  after  the  state  fair  I 
received  of  L.  W.  Cole,  druggist,  a  sample  of  cas- 
cara cordial,  administered  it  in  dessertspoonful 
doses  three  times  a  day,  for  two  days,  at  which 
time  I  had  gratifying  results,  after  which  I  gave  it 
in  teaspoonful  doses.  Since  this  time  she  is  en- 
tirely free  from  her  malady. 

L.  A.  CHAFFEE,  M.  D. 
Greenville,  Mich. 

Sumbul  (Musk  Root). 

I  introduced  sumbul  into  Tennessee  more  than 
thirty  years  ago.  I  have  never  had  an  extract  to 
fill  my  full  desires  until  I  had  that  prepared  by 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  I  have  had  cases  of  hysteria 
within  the  past  four  months,  of  years'  continuance, 
to  which  the  armamentarium  of  anti-hysteric  agents 
had  been  unsuccessfully  applied,  and  which  to-day 
I  have  the  credit  of  having  cured.  For  this  credit 
I  am  indebted  to  a  mixture  of  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s 
fluid  extracts  of  cascara  sagrada,  sumbul  and  kava- 
kava.  I  commend  the  kava-kava  lo  thit  profound 
consideration  of  medical  men. 

FRANK  A.  RAMSEY,  M.  D. 
Knoxville,  Tenn. 


Jamaica  Dogwood. 

I  have  used  fluid  extract  of  Jamaica  dogwood 
in  two  cases  of  spinal  irritation,  one  a  marked 
case  of  neurasthenia,  both  attended  with   almost 
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constant  pain.  For  the  relief  of  this  symptom 
various  sedatives  have  been  used,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  opium,  all  have  failed.  But  its  dis- 
agreeable after-effects  have  made  its  administra- 
tion a  dread  to  the  sufferers.  Having  recently  re- 
ceived a  sample  bottle  of  extract  Jamaica  •  dog- 
wood, I  divided  it  between  the  two  cases,  and  am 
happy  to  report  that  it  thus  far  supplies  the  place 
of  the  opium  most  admirably,  without  constipating, 
or,  in  fact,  being  followed  by  any  of  the  disagree- 
able symptoms  that  are  the  bane  of  the  latter. 

Very  truly,      C.  G.  ESTABROOK,  M.  D. 
BiNGHAMTON,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  20,  1879. 


Eriodyction   Californicum, 

This  plant  has  been  known  to  me  as  a  remedial 
agent,  under  the  Spanish  name  of  yerbasanta  since 
the  early  part  of  1849.  It  is  termed  yerba  santa, 
or  holy  herb,  by  old  Indians  and  CaHfornians 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  considered  by  them  a 
specific  in  all  disorders  of  the  stomach. 

My  first  acquaintance  with  the  remedy  was  at 
the  wedding  of  Mr.  Savage,  an  old  resident  of 
California,  with  the  daughter  of  a  powerful  Indian 
chief  named  "Jesus,"  which  took  place  at  Savage's 
trading  camp,  on  the  borders  of  the  river  Tono- 
lomne,  where  he  administered  it  with  great  success 
to  the  miners  and  Indians,  to  counteract  the  effects 
of  the  debauch  inevitable  on  such  occasions.  This 
was  some  time  between  April  and  June,  1849. 
Since  then  I  have  used  it  extensively  in  my  prac- 
tice. 

CHARLES  J.  FREEMAN,  M.  D. 

Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  Aug.  12,  1879. 


Liquor  Ergotae  Purificatus — Jamaica  Dogwood — 
Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  test  liquor  ergotas  puri- 
ficatus both  hypodermically  and  by  the  stomach. 
I  am  much  pleased  with  the  result.  Shall  feel 
quite  safe  to  keep  a  bottle  on  hand  all  the  time. 

I  have  also  tried  fluid  extract  Jamaica  dogwood  ; 
am  not  fully  satisfied  in  regard  to  its  anodyne 
effect ;  my  experience  has  been  somewhat  varied, 
it  will  quiet  when  there  is  not  much  pain,  but  will 
not  take  the  place  of  morphine  in  my  opinion ;  I 
think,  however,  it  is  a  valuable  remedy.  I  found 
it  put  a  quietus  upon  a  chronic  cough  in  two  cases, 
which  annoyed  the  patients  so  much  as  to  keep 
them  awake  most  of  the  night.  Shall  continue  the 
remedy  and  report  to  you  in  the  future. 

I  have  been  using  fluid  extract  cascara  sagrada 
for  nearly  two  years  with  satisfaction  to  myself 
and  patients.  I  consider  it  a  great  discovery ;  in 
fact  your  remedies  in  general  have  given  perfect 
satisfaction.  D.  R.  GREENLEE,  M.  D. 

Meadville,  Pa.,  Oct.  13,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

A  few  words  in  relation  to  your  new  remedies, 
several  of  which  I  have,  and  am  using.  The  in- 
terest and  enterprise  you  have  exhibited  is  certainly 
commendable,  and  should  be  appreciated.  Some 
of  them  may  not  prove  as  valuable  as  might  be 
desired,  and  it  could  not  be  expected.  There  must 
be  some  chaff  with  the  wheat,  but  certainly  some 
of  the  remedies  are  valuable  acquisitions  to  our 
materia  medica. 

The  cascara  sagrada  as  a  remedy  for  constipa- 
tion has  proved,  in  my  hands,  an  unfailing  success, 
and  most  certainly  supplies  a  lack  in  our  list  of 
remedies,  which  I  have  long  looked  for;  and 
though  the  above  name  may  not  be  the  proper 
one,  yet  I  do  not  see  that  its  effects  in  the 
human  system  differ  materially  by  calling  it  rham- 


nus  purshiana.  I  frequently  combine  it  with  ber- 
beris  aquifolium,  another  new  remedy,  which  I 
consider  indispensable. 

Several  other  of  the  new  remedies  I  am  using 
with  which  I  am  favorably  impressed,  and  shall 
write  you  my  opinion  of  them  in  due  time. 

Yours,  S.  B.  MUNN,  M.  D. 

Waterbury,  Conn.,  Aug.  23,  1879. 


Black   Haw. 

I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  the 
therapeutical  value  of  black  haw  in  threatened  mis- 
carriage. 

A  lady,  who  was  advanced  five  months  in  preg- 
nancy, applied  to  me,  saying  she  would  like  to 
have  her  child  saved,  as  she  had  lost  five  children 
previous  to  this  one  by  miscarriage,  at  the  sixth 
month.  She  was  of  a  very  nervous  temperament, 
and  had  been  troubled  some  with  chorea  sancti 
viti.  It  was  certainly  a  delicate  case,  and  I  thought 
it  a  good  time  to  test  your  fluid  extract  viburnum 
prunifolium,  and  at  once  prescribed  drachm  doses 
three  times  a  day.  In  three  or  four  days  a  marked 
improvement  was  manifest,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
sixth  month  there  was  not  the  slightest  symptom 
of  miscarriage.  I  then  ordered  it  continued  twice 
a  day  until  the  ninth  month,  when  she  was  de- 
livered of  a  fine  healthy  child.  Of  course  during 
treatment  some  attention  to  diet  was  observed, 
and  hot  drinks  avoided.  She  is  a  strong,  healthy 
woman  to-day,  with  clear  complexion,  and  strong 
nerves. 

I  am  so  well  pleased  over  my  success  in  this 
case,  that  I  should  experiment  further  with  this 
valuable  drug,  and  report  again. 

I  shall  soon  give  you  my  experience  with  ber- 
beris  aquifolium  extract,  having  tested  it  fully  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  during  the  past  nine  months. 
Yours  truly,  Dr.  F.  W.  OLIVER. 

Union,  Iowa,  Aug.  15,  1879. 


Jaborandi  in  Dropsy — A  Test  Case, 

Mr.  Van  Tuyl,  ast.  70,  bilious  temperament,  was 
afflicted  with  enlarged  liver  and  valvular  difficulty 
of  the  heart  for  a  number  of  years,  which  cul- 
minated in   general  dropsy. 

Was  called  Oct.  9th  to  see  patient.  Found  him 
unable  to  walk  around,  and  would  lose  his  breath 
if  put  in  a  reclined  position ;  his  limbs  seemed 
ready  to  burst,  they  were  so  full,  and  as  he  had 
been  troubled  years  before  with  varicose  ulcers, 
and  there  was  a  constant  exudation  from  several 
sinuses  on  each  leg,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  try 
jaborandi.  I  gave  him  fluid  extract  jaborandi  in 
drachm  doses  every  four  hours  for  twenty-four 
hours,  which  had  the  full  effect.  To  use  his  lan- 
guage, he  says  he  "  held  his  mouth  over  awash  dish 
and  let  it  run  full,  and  sweat  as  he  never  did  before." 
He  passed  lYz  gaflons  of  water  by  the  kidneys  in 
the  twenty-four  hours,  and  his  size  was  reduced 
7^  inches  ;  limbs  became  flabby,  and  he  can  now 
walk  around,  sleep  in   bed,  and  feels  comfortable. 

I  consider  jaborandi  prepared  by  Parke,  Davis 
&  Co.  to  be  a  reliable  specific  in  anasarca. 

Will  some  one  try  it  in  a  case  of  dropsy,  and  re- 
port.       Fraternally, 

J.  P.  MARSH,  M.  D. 

KiRKWOOD,    111.,    Oct.    27,    1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

Referring  to  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract  of 
cascara  sagrada,  I  have  used  it  constantly  for 
some  three  or  four  months  as  a  remedy  for  con- 
stipation, with  uniform  success.  I  generally  pre- 
scribe : 

R.     Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrada,  5  J- 
Simple  syrup,  5  "J- 
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My  experience  with  this  preparation  has  been  so 
satisfactory  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recom- 
mending it  to  the  medical  profession  as  a  most 
valuable  remedy  in  habitual  constipation. 

C.  E.  NICHOLS,  M.  D. 

Troy,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  12,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada — Rhus  Aromatica. 

Have  had  occasion  to  try  cascara  sagrada  in  a 
very  obstinate  case  of  long-continued  constipation, 
which  had  resisted  all  the  "  old  "  remedies,  so  far 
as  procuring  anything  like  permanent  relief. 
There  was  much  gastric  irritability,  but  the  rem- 
edy was  well  borne,  and  acted  well  upon  the  secre- 
tions of  the  alimentary  canal,  producing  regular 
and  easy  stools.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I 
think  it  a  splendid  remedy,  and  well  calculated  to 
fill  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended. 

Have  also  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the  vir- 
tues of  the  rhus  aromatica  in  a  case  of  enuresis  of 
long  standing.  The  patient  has  been  and  still  re- 
mains much  benefited  by  the  remedy,  and  my 
firm  belief  is  that  a  permanent  cure  will  be  effected 
by  a  steady  perseverance  with  the  medicine  for  a 
still  longer  time.  Will  speak  more  of  this  case  at 
some  future  time.  I  intend  testing  the  other  pre- 
parations when  a  good  opportunity  offers,  and  shall 
take  pleasure  in  informing  you  of  the  result.  So 
far,  I  am  well  pleased  with  all  the  preparations 
I  have  used  from  your  house,  and  shall  continue 
to  use  them  in  preference  to  those  of  other  make, 
considering  them  more  reliable.     Yours  truly, 

A.  G.  WARD,  M.  D. 

LiBERTYViLLE,  lowa,  Oct.  3,  1879. 


Ustilago  Maidis— Rhus  Aromatica. 

From  ustilago  7naidis  I  have  obtained  very  positive 
results.  It  is  superior  to  ergot  of  rye  in  labor.  It 
does  not  cause  nausea,  and  gives  better  satisfaction 
in  various  ways.  It  seems  to  be  more  certain  in 
its  effects  towards  labor,  and  renders  what  other- 
wise would  be  a  tedious  and  distressing  case,  a 
natural  and  easy  one.  It  stops  hemorrhage  quicker 
than  its  rival ;  but  in  making  use  of  it,  I  would 
advise  practitioners  to  be  alive  in  regard  to  the 
secundines,  for  they  follow  with  expedition,  in 
which  case  I  also  find  the  thoroughness  of  the 
contractions  malces  it  safer  for  the  patient.  I  have 
used  it  in  one  case  (this  week)  of  expulsion  of 
sarcomatous  uterine  tumor,  and  with  success  and 
satisfaction. 

I  have  tested  rhus  aromatica  on  two  cases  of 
diabetes.  I  find  it  exerting  a  very  favorable  in- 
fluence, and  there  is  material  change  in  the  dis- 
ease taking  place.  I  combine  a  small  quantity  of 
eucalyptus  with  it ;  also  other  things  according  to 
my  judgment,  in  each  particular  case. 

I  will  report  more  fully  by  and  by,  after  I  shall  have 
seen  further  results,  and  the  trial  of  the  other  articles. 

Kava-kava  I  have  used  for  some  months  now. 
It  is  the  best  thing  I  know  of  in  gonorrhoea,  both 
acute  and  chronic. 

By  the  way,  it  is  but  just  to  persons  interested 
for  me  to  state  that  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s  fluid  ex- 
tract of  senna  alex.  is  extolled  by  our  patients 
above  other  specimens.  "  The  real  senna,"  they  say, 
"  and  not  a  spoonful  of  liquorice." 

J.  ingraham  brown,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Athens,  Somerset  Co.,  Me.,  Sept.  17th,  1879. 


Damiana. 

I  send  you  the  following  for  publication,  in  fa- 
vor of  one  of  our  new  and  interesting  drugs  known 
as  damiana.  Having  tested  its  virtues  thoroughly 
and  watched  its  action  and  effect  closely,  I  make 
this  report  for  the  good  of  my  medical  brethren. 


I  was  called,  June  nth,  1879,  to  see  a  man,  aet. 
30,  medium  size,  nervo-bilious  temperament,  mar- 
ried and  father  of  two  children,  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. Found  him  very  much  emaciated,  and  so 
nervous  he  could  not  hold  a  spoon  steady  long 
enough  to  convey  it  to  his  mouth.  Made  a  thor- 
ough examination  and  got  the  history  of  his  former 
state  of  health  from  his  wife.  I  took  a  four-ounce 
bottle  of  his  urine  to  my  office,  and  tests  showed 
that  lurking  monster  —  hidden  spermatorrhoea. 
Next  day  placed  him  upon  the  following  : 


5. 


Damiana,  fluid  extract, 
Tr.  nux  vom.,  3  ij. 


5iv. 


M.  Sig.  Teaspoonful  every  five  hours.  Bathe 
over  whole  surface  each  night. 

Continued  treatment  for  six  weeks,  and  arrested 
the  disease.  Patient  has  gained  over  twenty 
pounds  of  flesh.  No  emissions  of  semen  are 
visible  now,  and  he  is  feeling  very  much  better.  I 
have  never  in  my  twenty-two  years'  practice  found 
a  remedy  so  efficient  and  prompt  in  its  action  as 
damiana  in  the  treatment  of  sexual  debility  of  all 
kinds.  These  are  facts,  and  I  hope  they  may  add 
to  the  justly  merited  favor  of  the  new  remedy  pre- 
pared by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.     Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  P.  MARSH,  M.  D. 

KiRKWOOD,  111.,  Sept.  25,  1879. 


Cascara  Sagrada  and  Damiana. 

I  am  frequently  called  upon  to  prescribe  in  cases 
of  habitual  constipation,  and  send  you  herewith  a 
prescription  which  has  invariably  produced  the 
most  gratifying  results : 

5.     FI.  ext.  cascara  sagrada  (P.,  D.  &  Co.'s),  5  iij. 
Glycerine,  |  j. 

Fl.  ext.  nux  vomica,  gtts.  xxv. 
Es.  peppermint,  q.  s. 

M.  Sig.  One  teaspoonful  on  retiring  and  in  the 
morning  before  breakfast.  I  could  report  nume- 
rous cases  that  have  been  cured  by  this  remedy, 
but  will  at  present  note  but  one  : 

Mrs.  A.,  aged  35;  serious  bowel  constipation, 
had  used  an  injection  for  every  passage  during  a 
period  of  eight  or  ten  years.  Gave  her  the  pre- 
scription, as  above,  which  was  filled  twice.  She 
has  discontinued  it  for  the  past  three  months,  and 
reports  an  entire  recovery.  Bowels  regular  and 
general  health  much  improved.  I  might  say  here 
that  this  satisfactory  result  was  obtained  from  the 
use  of  the  fluid  extract  of  cascara,  or  rhamnus 
purshiana,  manufactured  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
and  that  I  have  tried  the  article  as  made  by  other 
manufacturers  without  receiving  any  result  there- 
from whatever. 

I  am  also  using  P.,  D.  &  Co.'s  fluid  extract 
damiana  in  cystitis  and  kidney  diseases  with 
effect.  Have  also  given  it  as  an  aphrodisiac  with 
marked  effect.     Respectfully  yours. 

L.  W.  ALDEN,  M.  D. 

Auburn,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  12,  1870. 


Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  have  used  the  fluid  extract  cascara  sagrada  for 
the  last  nine  months  with  very  varied  results.  I 
have  given  it  a  very  careful  trial  in  a  considerable 
number  of  cases  and  have  not  obtained  as  satis- 
factory results  as  those  reported  in  your  journal. 
It  seems  a  little  strange  while  others  report  uni- 
versal success  with  the  remedy,  in  my  hands  suc- 
cess is  the  exception  and  failure  the  rule.  In  a 
majority  of  cases  I  find  it  will  operate  mildly  on 
the  bowels,  apparently  with  no  more  effect  than 
any  other  mild  cathartic.  In  a  few  it  acts  similar 
to  blue  mass,  while  in  a  small  percentage  of  cases 
it  has  no  effect  whatever,  although  given  in  large 
doses  and  continued  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time.     In  my  practice  it  has  failed  in  at  least  sixty- 
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five  per  cent  of  all  cases  to  be  of  more  value  than 
the  most  common  cathartics  in  use.  It  would  oc- 
cupy too  much  of  your  valuable  space  to  give  a 
detailed  account  of  each  case,  nor  is  it  necessary, 
for  they  were  all  just  such  as  are  reported  to  your 
journal  in  which  cascara  sagrada  is  said  to  have 
acted  like  a  charm. 

Dr.  Bundy  lauds  it  to  the  skies  for  habitual  con- 
stipation and  kindred  complaints  dependent  upon 
torpidity  of  the  liver  and  bowels.  I  find  it  much  in- 
ferior, in  these  conditions,  to  older  and  better  estab- 
Hshed  remedies.  J.  W.  POWELL,  M.  D. 

Paradise,  Nevada,  Oct.  4,  1879. 

[Perhaps  the  varying  results  in  the  use  of  fluid 
extract  cascara  sagrada  by  Dr.  Powell  may  be  due 
to  his  use  of  preparations  of  rhamnus  frangula  and 
other  articles  sold  as  fluid  extract  cascara  sagrada 
upon  the  market.  It  certainly  is  strange  that  his 
experience  differs  so  greatly  from  that  of  others  if 
he  employs  the  genuine  article. — Ed.] 


Hair-cap  Moss. 

I  will  simply  give  you  a  short  account  of  what  I 
know  about  hair-cap  moss.  In  the  first  place  the 
drug  is  one  of  the  best  remedies  to  remove  irritation 
in  neck  of  bladder  that  I  ever  saw ;  it  never  fails. 
In  a  case  of  childbirth  the  other  day,  I  gave  in  the 
retention  of  urine,  which  followed,  one-half  tea- 
spoonful  in  one  ounce  of  water  every  two  hours, 
and  it  worked  like  a  charm. 

I  have  also  found  unicorn  root  very  useful  in 
simple  inflammation  of  the  stomach.  I  have  used 
it  for  seminal  weakness  and  for  strengthening 
round  and  broad  ligaments.  I  have  also  found  it 
of  great  benefit  in  irritation  of  ovarian  membrane, 
and  in  combination  with  balmony  I  have  found  it 
very  efficacious  in  curing  eczema. 

Life-root  I  have  used  in  a  large  number  of  cases 
of  obstructed  menses  of  long  standing,  say  from  four 
to  eight  months,  and  it  has  always  worked  quite 
satisfactorily. 

i  will  give  you  one  case.  Miss  G.,  of  this  city, 
aged  19,  of  sanguine  temperament,  came  to  me 
last  April ;  at  that  time  had  not  menstruated  for 
over  six  months,  had  a  bad  cough  accompanied  with 
night  sweats,  unable  to  perform  any  labor,  her 
mother  and  friends  supposed  she  was  in  the  last 
stages  of  phthisis.  1  found  the  patient  very  much 
debilitated.  Pulse  90,  with  short,  hacking  cough, 
dullness  on  percussion  of  right  lung,  bowels 
constipated  and  bad  digestion.  I  commenced  to 
give  her  general  treatment,  kept  this  up  for 
four  weeks  and  then  commenced  to  give  life-root 
and  unicorn  root  in  one-half  teaspoonful  doses  in 
water,  one  teaspoonful  twice  a  day  each.  Kept 
that  up  until  two  months  ago,  when  I  discharged 
my  patient  cured,  and  she  is  now  menstruating 
regularly.  I  will  note  one  more,  that  of  a  young 
man  aged  23,  who  came  to  me  one  year  ago  with 
complaint  of  loss  of  sexual  powers,  in  fact  had  had 
no  power  of  erection  of  penis  for  the  last  two  years  ; 
previous  history  bad,  had  commenced  masturbation 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  was  troubled  with  bad  pains 
in  head,  loss  of  memory,  very  nervous,  with  cold 
extremities,  violent  palpitation  of  heart.  This 
case  had  been  treated  here  by  our  best  physicians 
previous  to  his  calling  on  me.  I  commenced  gen- 
eral treatment  to  improve  digestion,  with  nerve  sed- 
atives, and  then  depended  wholly  on  unicorn  root. 
In  seven  months  I  discharged  my  man  well,  and 
up  to  the  present  time  he  has  had  no  trouble,  and 
has  gained  over  thirty  pounds. 

C.  E.  LIVINGSTON,  M.  D. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  Oct.  8,  1879. 


New  Remedies —  Rhamnus  Purshiana  —  Yerba 
Reuma — Grindelia  Squarrosa  —  Eucalyptus 
Globulus — Coto  Bark — Choleate  of  Soda. 

I  will  attempt  to  give  you  brief  sketches  in  this 
article  in  regard  to  my  experience  relating  to  some 
of  the  few  new  preparations  I  have  lately  em- 
ployed in  my  practice. 

Rhamnus  Purshiana  —  Have  found  the  fluid 
extract  to  answer  admirably  in  cases  of  habitual 
constipation,  especially  as  it  exists  in  women  hav- 
ing trouble  with  the  genito-urinary  organs.  Have 
usually  given  in  doses  from  one-half  to  one  tea- 
spoonful, at  bedtime.  The  usual  results  are  one  or 
more  evacuations  from  bowels  on  the  following 
morning,  and  generally,  at  least  one  a  day  for  the 
next  few  days.  I  can  only  call  to  mind  two  cases 
in  which  it  has  failed  me  in  this  particular,  /.  e., 
moving  the  bowels. 

One  of  the  cases  in  which  it  failed  is  one  of  ad- 
vanced tubercle,  in  which  nervous  prostration  is  at 
times  a  prominent  symptom.  The  other  was  a  re- 
cently prolapsed  uterus,  with  great  nervous  agita- 
tion. 

I  have  in  no  case  observed  any  tendency  toward 
an  aggravation  of  the  constipation — a  result  so 
common  in  the  employment  of  cathartic  medicines. 
Have  not  been  able  to  determine  any  direct  action 
on  the  liver. 

Yerba  Reuma. — Have  used  this  article  only 
sparingly.  Have  used  it  in  otorrhcea,  and  think  it 
worthy  a  trial  in  affections  of  this  kind,  as  well  as 
in  nasal  catarrh. 

Prescribed  it  in  one  case  in  which  there  was 
partial  destruction  of  the  membrana  tympani. 

Usually  use  it  one-fourth  strength,  with  either 
glycerine  or  water. 

Grindelia  Squarrosa. — Has  utterly  failed  to 
benefit  a  case  of  splenic  enlargement,  in  my 
hands,  though  used  "according  to  directions." 

Eucalyptus  Globulus. — Have  tried  the  fluid  ex- 
tract faithfully  in  chronic  ague,  and  found  it  to  be 
of  no  permanent  benefit. 

Administered  in  full  doses  where  the  paroxysms 
had  recurred  only  a  few  times,  it  had  the  effect  of 
stopping  them  temporarily. 

Goto  Bark. — Have  been  well  pleased  with  the 
results  obtained,  so  far,  by  the  use  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract in  infantile  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  Have 
seen  no  bad  effect  from  having  employed  it  in  sev- 
eral cases  of  both  simple  diarrhoea  and  dysentery. 

Gholeate  of  Soda. — Have  been  much  gratified 
to  see  the  severe  and  dangerous  paroxysms  of 
suffering  from  the  passage  of  biliary  calculi  even- 
tually entirely  cease  under  the  use  of  this  prepara- 
tion. Its  modus  operandi  appears  to  be  stopping 
the  formation  of  calculi. 

The  diagnosis  was  proven  beyond  doubt  in  one 
case,  by  obtaining  several  formations  from  the 
fasces  before  its  administration. 

A.  H.  PHILLIPS,  M.  D. 

Saluda,  Ind.,  July  28,  1879. 


Veratrum  Viride. 

I  feel  called  upon  to  reply  to  a  personal  attack 
and  unjust  criticism  by  Dr.  Hagadorn,  upon 
my  article  which  was  pubHshed  in  the  July  number 
of  New  Preparations. 

However  unpleasant  the  task  is  to  me,  justice 
and  the  interests  of  science  seem  to  require  it.  The 
question  which  interests  the  profession  is  not, 
which  is  the  greater  man.  Dr.  H.,  or  the  writer  ? 
but  which  is  the  proper  dose  of  the  fluid  extract 
of  veratrum  viride — three  to  five  drops  repeated,  or 
one  and  a  half  to  two  fluid  drachms ;  about  the 
proportionate  dose  for  an  adult,  where  one-third  of 
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a  teaspoonful   is  given  to  a  child  two  and  a  half 
years  old. 

He  starts  out  in  a  peculiarly  happy  style,  as 
though  it  would  be  a  great  pleasure  for  him  to 
devour  a  few  common  men  for  breakfast,  and  says 
of  himself,  "  I'm  not  vain  ;"  and  yet  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  his  article,  he  uses  the  personal  pro- 
noun, first  person  (I),  twenty-four  times. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  following  sentence,  to 
wit :  "  The  doctor  will  perhaps  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  out  of  my  50  cases  referred  to  in  my  article,  two 
died ;  and  singularly  enough  to  one  of  them  I  gave 
no  veratrum."  "  Singularly  enough,"  out  of  fifty 
cases  treated  with  veratrum,  in  one  he  used  "no 
veratrum"  Again,  "to  the  other,  instead  of 
giving  a  'heroic  dose,'  I  only  gave  drop  doses  re- 
peated every  half  hour,  and  the  convulsions  con- 
tinued until  death  closed  the  scene,  a  high  and 
bounding  pulse  continuing  almost  to  the  last." 

Oh !  thou  lover  of  science !  thou  devoted 
.(Esculapius  !  knowing  well  what  a  teaspoonful  or 
two  would  do,  you  just  let  your  patient  die  to 
prove  to  the  profession  that  one-drop  doses  (which 
no  one  recommends)  would  not  cure.  And  again, 
"  In  the  other  forty-eight  cases,  I  gave  veratrum  in 
from  10  to  20-drop  doses,  or  even  more."  Now, 
this  is  qualifying  his  former  statement  considerably, 
where  he  says  he  gave  to  the  "  bright  little  girl, 
■lyi  years  of  age,  a  third  of  a  teaspoonful."  And 
in  the  next  sentence  he  says,  "  Since  that  summer 
I  have  not  given  one-third  teaspoonful  doses  of 
veratrum,  simply  because  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary, deeming  smaller  doses  quite  sufficient  for  its 
antispasmodic  effect — which  I  did  at  the  time  I 
gave  it — depending  on  less  depressing  emetics," 
etc.  Oh  consistency  !  Since  that  summer  (1876) 
he  has  not  given  it  in  these  large  doses,  and  yet 
in  last  April  (1879)  number  of  this  journal,  he 
gives  the  case  to  illustrate  his  "  method  of  using 
it."  And  he  says  he  did  not  "  think  it  necessary  " 
to  give  these  large  doses  at  the  tiine  he  gave  it. 
Then  why  did  he  give  such  doses  }  Was  it  to  as- 
tonish the  profession,  and  show  them  that  he  dared 
to  give  ten  or  twenty  times  as  much  as  they  would  ? 
Or  was  it  "  just  for  the  fun  of  it  ?"  Or  was  it  like 
Dr.  S.,  a  "  borned  doctor,"  who,  havingheard  that 
aconite  would  allay  fever,  and  not  knowing  what 
the  dose  should  be,  told  the  husband  of  his  patient 
to  get  a  quantity  of  the  leaves,  make  a  strong  tea 
of  it,  and  have  her  drink  it  freely.  In  this  case 
the  inquisitiveness  of  the  druggist  prevented  a 
funeral ;  in  the  other  the  emetic  properties  of  the 
drug  did  it.  He  then  winds  up  the  paragraph  with 
the  astonishing  bit  of  information,  that  "stimu- 
lants properly  administered,  stimulate  the  heart's 
action,  while  the  veratrum  depresses  it." 

After  delivering  himself  of  this  last  oracle,  he 
turned  and  slashed  at  me  terribly.  And  this  is  so 
unkind,  as  I  never  even  mentioned  his  name,  nor 
had  I  the  least  desire  to  detract  anything  from  his 
great  fame,  but  in  my  innocence  thought  I  was 
contributing  a  feather  to  our  medical  lore. 

He  says,  "  Here  Dr.  W.  S.  Latta  ixomaway  out 
in  Lincoln,  Nebraska!"  No,  sir,  "away  out"  is 
not  right.  We  are  not  "  away  out,"  we  are  right 
in  the  center  of  the  universe.  Start  at  New  York, 
or  Boston ;  go  west  vid  Detroit  and  Chicago,  on 
the  "  great  highway  of  nations,"  towards  the  Pa- 
cific, and  when  you  come  to  the  most  beautiful 
country  you  ever  saw,  inquire  of  the  conductor 
what  State  you  are  in,  and  he  will  tell  you  Nebraska. 
Then  get  your  map  and  you  will  find  yourself  in 
the  very  center  of  the  continent  between  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific,  and  that  Lincoln  is  the  capital 
of  the  State.     No,  sir,  "  away  out  "  don't  apply. 

Now,  if  I  should  retort  in  his  style,  and  say, 
"  Here    comes  Dr.  A.  F.  Hagadorn,   from  '  away 
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out '  at  Bay  City,  near  Lake  Huron,  above  Saginaw 
bay,  on  the  Saginaw  river,  where  the  people  make 
quite  a  comfortable  living  by  chopping  saw  logs 
and  fishing,"  it  would  not  be  pretty,  and  I  don't 
do  it. 

As  to  veratrum  having  been  styled  a  new  agent, 
or  new  remedy,  look  at  page  53  present  volume ; 
look  at  the  title  of  the  work  in  which  it  is  published  ; 
look  at  the  words  "  New  Preparations  "  at  the 
top  of  every  page,  over  every  article  published  in 
the  work. 

"  He  also  assumes  that  chloral  and  bromide  of 
potassium  are  antidotes  to  poison  by  veratrum." 
We  don't  do  it.  We  simply  intimate,  in  order  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  fact 
that  it  may  be. 

He  says,  "they  are  not."  We  want  better  evi- 
dence than  his  bare  assertion,  since  in  the  same 
sentence  he  asserts  their  "only  effect  being  to 
allay  nausea  and  vomiting."     Ridiculous. 

But  he  gives  himself  away  in  the  following  more 
effectually,  if  possible,  than  in  anything  which  has 
been  noticed  :  "  But  who  would  think  but  a  man 
that  is  fully  up— yes,  I  must  put  it  stronger,  far  in 
advance  of  '  the  age  '  of  giving  chloral  or  bromide 
of  potassium  as  an  antidote.  Then,  after  assuming 
an  absurdity,"  etc.  Any  man  at  all  posted  in  the 
profession  should  know  that  chloral  has  been 
proven  the  most  effectual  antidote  for  poisoning  by 
strychnine ;  and  bromine  has  been  for  years  used 
as  an  antidote  for  the  poison  of  venomous  reptiles. 
And  in  the  article  he  is  criticising,  reference  was 
made  to  Dr.  G.  W.  Thompson's  case  of  a  young 
lady  who  had  taken  twenty  grains  of  strychnine 
for  suicidal  purposes.  The  doctor  gave  eighty 
grams  of  chloral  hydrate  at  once,  and  followed  it 
in  a  few  minutes  with  forty  grains  more  ;  then 
twenty  grain  doses  at  intervals  of  from  ten  to  thirty 
minutes,  till  all  convulsive  symptoms  had  subsided, 
when  profuse  emesis  ensued,  followed  by  a  deep 
sleep  of  a  few  hours ;  after  which  castor  oil  and 
glycerine  were  given  in  ounce  doses  until  the 
bowels  were  freely  moved.  The  next  day  the 
patient  sat  up  and  made  a  good  recovery,  no  bad 
effects  remaining  either  from  the  poison  or  its  an- 
tidote. 

If  Dr.  H.  had  read  the  reports  of  experiments 
made  by  direction  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation a  few  years  ago  on  the  antagonism  of  medi- 
cines, wherein  it  was  conclusively  proved  that  a 
fatal  dose  of  strychnia  could  be  neutralized  by  a 
fatal  dose  of  chloral  hydrate,  he  would  not  have 
made  this  nonsensical  blunder.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
he  will  be  a  wiser,  if  not  a  better  man,  after  this  tilt. 
He  _says  we  gave  the  veratum  in  "  cumulative 
doses,"  and  a  little  farther  along  he  throws  in  the 
ponderous  sentence  inclosed  in  a  parenthesis 
"(omnibus  you  see.)"  This  alarmed  us,  for  we 
know  that  we  never  could  divine  its  meaning.  It 
must  be  in  part  Latin.  It  will  take  Webster's 
friends  a  long  time  to  get  revenge  for  the  way 
he  has  crippled  the  old  man. 

Then  who  ever  heard  of  veratrum  being  cumu- 
lative in  its  effects  ? 

He  has  garbled  and  misrepresented  my  article 
all  through.  I  care  but  little,  except  so  far  as 
the  proper  administration  of  the  remedy  in  ques- 
tion is  concerned.  All  I  ask  is  a  candid,  careful 
reading  of  it  by  an  enlightened  profession,  and  let 
the  reader  judge.  I  have  nothing  to  retract  or 
alter,  except  a  typographical  error,  where  gelse- 
mium  was  recommended  to  "assist  in  relaxing  the 
system."  The  types  made  us  say  "  relieving  the 
system." 

Good  day.  Dr.     Come  again. 

W.  S.  LATTA.  M.  D. 
Lincoln,  Nebraska. 
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Editorial. 


New  Medical  College  Organized  in 
Detroit. 

'E  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  that  a 
new  medical  college,  to  be  known  as  the 
"Michigan  College  of  Medicine,"  has 
been  organized  in  this  city.  A  joint 
stock  company  has  been  organized  with  $30,000 
of  stock  taken.  The  building  formerly  known  as 
Hotel  Hesse,  on  the  corner  of  Gratiot  avenue  and 
Antoine  street,  has  been  purchased  and  paid  for. 
This  building  is  admirably  suited  to  the  purpose, 
being  large  and  well  arranged.  It  is  also  well 
situated,  being  on  the  same  square  with  St.  Mary's 
hospital,  which  will  furnish  abundant  material  for 
clinics.  Under  these  conditions  the  new  college 
starts  out  with  a  prestige  which  few  similar  insti- 
tutions have  enjoyed. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  project  or- 
iginated are  worthy  of  mention.  Five  months  ago 
a  number  of  medical  gentlemen  of  this  city,  having 
at  heart  the  dignity  and  welfare  of  the  profession, 
met  to  discuss  the  feasibility  and  propriety  of  es- 
tablishing a  first-class  medical  school  in  Detroit. 
They  were  well  aware  that  the  medical  colleges  in 
the  land  are  quite  numerous.  They  realized  the 
fact,  however,  that  the  number  of  institutions  re- 
quiring a  high  standard  of  preliminary  education 
and  an  extended  course  of  attendance  at  lectures 
is  few.  Consequently,  acting  upon  this  fact,  it  was 
determined  to  effect  an  organization  at  once. 

As  matters  progressed  those  interested  were 
highly  gratified  at  the  encouragement  extended 
them  by  numerous  prominent  medical  men  of  this 
city  and  throughout  the  state.  They  were  well 
aware  of  the  magnitude  of  their  undertaking 
in  placing  themselves  at  the  outset  in  the 
rank  of  schools  demanding  a  high  preliminary 
education  and  attendance  upon  three  winter  courses 
of  lectures  prior  to  graduation.  There  are  as  yet 
but  two  colleges  in  the  United  States  whose  stand- 
ard compares  with  that  of  the  Michigan  College  of 
Medicine,  viz. :  Medical  Department  of  Harvard 
University,  Boston,  and  Chicago  Medical  College, 
Chicago. 

The  faculty  feel  encouraged  at  seeing  other  in- 
stitutions following  in  their  tracks,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  more  will  soon  emulate  the  good  ex- 
ample.    Let   all    schools  make   the  requirements 


stringent,  and  fewer  men  and  of  better  quality  will 
seek  the  degree  of  M.  D. 

The  Michigan  College  of  Medicine,  insisting 
upon  the  above  requirements,  will  be  conducted 
strictly  in  the  interests  of  the  profession. 

Its  board  of  trustees  and  faculty  are  composed 

as  follows : 

President — Sidney  D.  Miller,  Esq. 
Secretary — Wm.  B.  Moran. 
Treasurer — Luther  S.  Trowbridge. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 

Henry  F.  Lyster,  Eugene  Smith,  Chas.  J.  Lundy, 
Luther  S.  Trowbridge,  Wm.  B.  Moran,  Wm.  C. 
Maybury,  Sidney  D.  Miller,  J.  M.  Welch,  Wm.  C. 
Gustin,  Wm,  C.  Williams,  Charles  C.  Yemans, 
Wm.  Foxen,  George  Hendrie,  Henry  P.  Bridge, 
Thomas  W.  Palmer,  James  Burgess  Book. 

FACULTY. 

H.  F.  Lyster,  President ;  Daniel  La  Fert^,  Sec- 
retary ;  C.  H.  Leonard,  Treasurer. 

H.  F.  Lyster,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Wm.  Brodie,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine. 

J.  B.  Book,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery. 

W.  C.  Gustin,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Clini- 
cal Midwifery.       ^ 

Daniel  La  FerteT  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Clinical 
Surgery  and  Orthopedic  Surgery. 

J.  J.  Mulheron,  Professor  of  Therapeutics  and 
Materia  Medica. 

Theo.  F.  Kerr,  Professor  of  Physiology  and 
Genito-urinary  Diseases. 

C.  H.  Leonard,  Professor  of  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Diseases  of  Women,  and  CHnical  Gynecology. 

Charles  Douglas,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Chil- 
dren and  Clinical  Medicine. 

Duncan  McLeod,  Professor  of  Hygiene  and 
Sanitary  Science. 

Eugene  Smith,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

C.  J.  Lundy,  Professor  of  Clinical  Ophthalmol- 
ogy, Aural  Surgery  and  Laryngology. 

W.  C.  Maybury,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence. 

J.  E.  Clarke,  Professor  of  Medical  Chemistry. 

Chas.  C.  Yemans,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the 
Skin. 

The  professor  to  the  chair  of  Chemistry  will  be 
appointed  hereafter. 

Clinics  at  the  college  building  will  be  opened  at 
once.  The  preliminary-  term  will  begin  early  in 
March,  1880.  The  regular  term  will  begin  early 
the  following  September,  and  continue  six  months. 


Honorary  Degrees. 

"  TJONORARY  degrees  are  too  easily  obtained 
n  in  the  United  States.  Three  hundred  and 
twenty-six  colleges  have  power  to  confer  them  here, 
while  in  England  only  four  great  universities  are 
authorized  to  bestow  such  degrees,  and  in  all 
Europe  only  one  hundred  and  one  institutions  have 
such  power.  President  Barnard,  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege, has  abundant  reason  for  making  war  upon  the 
present  system  of  distributing  the  title  of  D.  D.  and 
LL.  D.  The  plan  he  advocates  of  having  a  bureau 
of  degrees  which  shall  pronounce  upon  the  merits 
of  the  candidates  for  honors  nominated  by  the 
various  colleges,  seems  worthy  of  adoption." 

We  clip  the  above  from  the  Evening  Mail  of 
New  York  city,  October  11,  1879.     Several  years 
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ago  we  called  attention  to  the  ease  with  which  the 
lower  degrees  were  obtained  from  impecunious  lit- 
erary colleges  in  this  country.  It  is  high  time 
there  should  be  some  tangible  distinction  made  be- 
tween those  who  have  earned  their  degrees  by 
honest  study  and  due  examination,  and  those  who 
acquire  them  by  gift  or  purchase.  Well  might 
President  Barnard  advocate  some  other  system, 
and  we  trust  he  will  not  let  the  question  pass  by 
until  some  plan  or  system  be  inaugurated  that  will 
designate  the  value  of  the  degree  to  the  holder,  or 
prevent  their  being  given  unless  for  distinguished 
merit.  We  would  suggest  that  all  universities  or 
colleges  conferring  degrees  for  honorary  distinction 
should  obligate  their  recipients  to  place  the  word 
honorary  before  the  degree,  for  in  so  doing  no  one 
could  be  misled  as  to  how  it  was  acquired, 

Again,  there  is  often  no  fitness  in  the  conferring 
of  degrees.  A  liberal  donation,  a  friend  at  court, 
or  the  exigencies  of  the  institution  is  sufficient  for  the 
excuse,  and  hence  we  see  tradesmen,  politicians  and 
even  doctors,  lawyers  and  clergymen  receiving 
them,  neither  of  whom  have  ever  done  anything  to 
promote  science  or  advance  letters,  and  have  barely  a 
common-school  education.  The  issuing  of  honorary 
degrees  is  a  burlesque,  and  the  alumni  of  our  uni- 
versities and  colleges  should  enter  a  protest  against 
the  debasement  of  their  hard  earned  diplomas. 


Is  the  Name   Yerba  Santa  Public   or 
Private  Property  ? 

IN  the  April  number  of  the  current  volume  of 
New  Preparations,  on  page  90,  will  be 
found  an  editorial  under  the  above  caption,  from 
which  we  make  the  following  extract : 

On  Nov.  22d,  1870,  Mr.  McDermott,  of  Oroville,  and  Red- 
ington,  Hostetter  &  Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  California,  regis- 
tered at  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  a  claim  for  the  sole  use  of  the  trade  mark  "Yerba 
Santa."  From  information  derived  from  the  parties  con- 
cerned, it  seems  that  this  word  was  supposed  by  them  to  have 
been  coined  at  a  dinner  party,  where  the  subject  of  giving-  a 
name  to  a  new  nostrum  for  rheumatism  was  under  considera- 
tion. A  gentleman  versed  in  Spanish  lore,  who  was  present, 
suggested  the  name  "Yerba  Santa"  —  Anglais  "Holy 
Herb  " — as  a  desirable  title,  and  stating  that  so  far  as  he  was 
aware,  the  name  had  never  before  appeared  in  print,  nor  in 
fact  had  it  existed  outside  his  own  brain.  The  sugges- 
tion was  adopted  and  the  name  patented  as  above.  The 
nostrum  was  duly  issued,  but  achieved  only  a  local  reputa- 
tion and  sale. 

In  the  mean  time.  Dr.  Bundy  brought  the  Eriodyction  Cali- 
fornicum  to  the  notice  of  the  profession  under  the  name 
"  Yerba  Santa  "  in  an  article  published  in  Scudder's  Eclectic 
Jourfial,  October,  1875.  This  article  was  widely  read 
throughout  the  United  States  east  of  the  Sierras,  and  has 
led  to  a  large  consumption  of  this  drug  in  therapeutics. 

Now,  at  this  late  day  comes  a  letter  from  Redington  &  Co. , 
wholesale  druggists,  San  Francisco,  under  date  of  Dec.  31st, 
1878,  and  addressed  to  manufacturers  of  fluid  extracts  and 
other  pharmaceuticals,  advising  them  that  the  name  ' '  Yerba 
Santa  "  is  private  property,  protected  by  patent  from  the 
United  States,  and  warning  all  interested  that  the  rights  of 
the  owners  will  be  protected  in  the  courts. 

Believing  that  the  above  firm  had  no  legitimate  claim  to 
the  protection  of  a  patent  in  the  premises,  we  have  endeav- 
ored to  obtain  proof  of  the  common  use  of  the  term  in  ques- 
tion among  the  Spanish  population  of  the  Pacific  coast  long 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  patent  (1870). 

The  claim  of  Redington  &  Co.,  with  reference 
to  their  proprietorship  of  the  name  Yerba  Santa 
has  been  employed  by  certain  parties  opposed  to 


the  introduction  of  new  remedies  from  interested 
motives,  as  a  means  of  casting  suspicion  upon 
one,  at  least,  of  the  recent  introductions  from  Cali- 
fornia. Bearing  upon  the  matter  at  issue,  and  in 
the  hope  that  it  may  be  of  interest  to  the  profes.sion 
at  large,  we  give  below  an  affidavit  from  an  old 
resident  of  California,  in  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  fact  is  established  that  the  name  Yerba  Santa 
existed  long  previous  to  the  date  of  the  patent  of 
Mr.  McDermott.  This  evidence,  of  course,  voids 
any  claim  they  may  make  under  the  patent  issued 
to  them. 

STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA,  ) 
County  of  Colusa.         (     ' 

Parsons  L.  Washburn,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  his  name  is  Parsons  L.  Washburn  ;  that  he 
is  fifty  years  of  age,  and  an  actual  resident  of  the  said 
county  of  Colusa,  State  of  California  ;  that  his  present  oc- 
cupation is  that  of  an  insurance  agent ;  that  he  is  a  drug- 
gist by  profession  ;  that  he  first  began  the  business  of  a 
druggist  in  the  year  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-two,  and  has  followed  that  business 
most  of  the  time  intervening  from  that  date  till  now. 

That  he  came  to  California  in  the  year  A.  D.  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty  ;  that,  in  the  practice  of  phar- 
macy in  this  State  he  became  acquainted  with  many  of  the 
medicinal  qualites  of  that  certain  herb  commonly  known  as 
Mountain  Balm,  an  herb  abounding  in  the  Coast  Range 
Mountains  of  the  State  of  California  ;  that  the  said  herb  is 
now  generally  known  by  the  name  of  yerba  santa  ;  that 
affiant  first  heard  the  said  herb  called  yerba  santa,  and 
knew  it  as  such  in  either  the  year  A.  D.  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  or  sixty-six,  which  of  said  years 
this  affiant  doth  not  positively  -aver ;  but  he  was  familiar 
with  and  knew  the  said  herb  as  yerba  santa  at  as  early  a 
date  as  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

P.  L.  WASHBURN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  June, 
1879. 

WILLIAM  FRAZIER, 
Justice  0/  the  Peace  in  and  for 

Colusa  County^  Cali/ornia, 

STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA, 
County  of  Colusa, 
Township  of  Colusa. 

I,  William  Frazier,  a  duly  elected,  qualified  and  acting 
justice  of  the  peace  of  said  township  of  Colusa,  county 
and  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  I  am  personally 
acquainted  with  Parsons  L.  Washburn,  the  same  person 
whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  affidavit  as  the 
subscribing  witness  thereto  ;  that  the  said  Parsons  L. 
Washburn  is  an  actual  bona  fide  resident  of  the  town  of 
Colusa,  county  and  State  aforesaid  ;  that  he  is  a  house- 
holder therein,  and  is  a  person  to  whose  oath  or  affirma- 
tion full  credibility  should  be  given. 

WILLIAM   FRAZIER, 

Justice  0/  the  Peace. 
June  26,  1879. 

STATE  OF  CA.LIFORNIA,  ) 

County  of  Colusa.        j'^^' 

I,  J.  B.  P.  Jamatt,  County  Clerk  of  the  county  of  Co- 
lusa, State  of  California,  and  ex-officio  Clerk  of  the  County 
Court,  in  and  for  said  county  (which  is  a  court  of  record, 
having  a  seal),  do  hereby  certify  that  William  Frazier, 
whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  annexed  jurat  and  ac- 
knowledgment, was,  at  the  date  thereof,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  said  county,  duly  elected  and  qualified, 
and  authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  take  acknowl- 
edgments, etc.,  and  that  full  faith  and  credit  are  due  to 
all  his  official  acts  as  such  ;  and  I  do  further  certify  that  I 
am  well  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the  said 
William  Frazier,  and  verily  believe  that  the  signature  to  the 
said  jurat  and  acknowledgment  is  genuine. 

Witness  my  hand,  with  the  seal  of  our  said  court  af- 
fixed, at  my  office  in  Colusa,  the  county  seat 
[seal]       of  the  county  of  Colusa,   this  4th  day  of  Au- 
gust, A.  D.  1879. 

J.  B.  P.  JAMATT, 
County  Clerk  and  ex-officio  Clerk 
0/  the  Court  aforesaid. 

In  this  connection,  also,  we  refer  to  the  letter 
of  Dr.  Charles  Freeman,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
correspondence  column  of  this  number,  on  page  282. 
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California  Laurel. 

DR.  L.  MANN,  in  the  September  number  of 
New  Preparations,  gave  a  description  of 
the  plant  vulgarly  known  as  California  laurel,  and 
in  referring  to  its  therapeutic  properties,  gave  sev- 
eral illustrative  cases.  Dr.  Mann's  article  has  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  profession,  and  a  refer- 
ence to  it  has  appeared  in  a  number  of  the  jour- 
nals, both  home  and  foreign.  The  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Journal  and  Transactions  (London,  October 
25, 1879)  gives  it  the  following  notice  : 

Dr.  L.  Mann,  of  California,  has  recently  been  experi- 
menting upon  the  Californian  laurel  {Oreodaphne  Calif  ar- 
nica ?)  and  finds  that  the  odor  of  the  leaves  causes  in  some 
persons  a  severe  frontal  headache  when  they  stand  under  a 
tree.  Apparently  this  suggested  a  use  of  the  remedy  in  ner- 
vous headache,  in  the  treatment  of  which  he  has  found  the 
bruised  leaves,  used  as  an  inhalation,  very  successful.  The 
taste  of  the  leaves  is  exceedingly  pungent,  and  to  some  per- 
sons disagreeable,  and  the  plant  seems  to  be  one  likely  to 
possess  some  useful  properties.  The  odor  is  said  to  be  dis- 
liked by  mosquitoes  and  other  insects. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr.  Mann  remarks 
concerning  the  botanical  place  of  California  laurel 
that  "  the  botanical  designation  of  the  plant  is  un- 
known to  me,  although  I  have  made  some  inqui- 
ries from  my  professional  brethren."  There  has 
been  some  difficulty  heretofore  in  determining  the 
botanical  name  of  other  indigenous  plants  recently 
brought  forward  for  the  consideration  of  the  thera- 
peutist, and  the  botanic  knowledge  of  the  Pacific 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  has  done  good 
service  in  clearing  up  doubts  on  these  points. 
That  journal  has  in  the  present  instance  again 
placed  the  profession  under  obligations.*  It  has 
given  Oreodaphne  Californica  as  the  botanical 
name  of  California  laurel,  and  refers  to  the  gradu- 
ation thesis  of  John  P.  Hearney,  read  before  the 
California  College  of  Pharmacy,  in  1875,  for  a  full 
description  of  the  plant.  The  acknowledged  au- 
thority of  the  editor  of  the  Pacific  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  on  the  question  of  the  Cali- 
fornia flora  leads  us  to  believe  that  his  placing  of 
the  plant  in  question  is  correct,  although  the  state- 
ment of  Dr.  Bunnell,  in  our  present  issue,  that  Te- 
tranthera  Californica  is  the  correct  botanic  title 
is  sufficient  to  cause  us  to  hold  the  matter  in  abey- 
ance for  the  result  of  further  inquiry.!  When  there 
no  longer  remains  any  doubt  on  the  question  we 
shall  give  our  readers  the  proper  botanic  name  of 
what  appears  to  be  another  of  California's  impor- 
tant contributions  to  the  list  of  valuable  new  reme- 
dies. 

Although  somewhat  irrelevant  to  the  subject  in 

*  OREODAPHNE    CALIFORNICA — INFORMATION  GIVEN. 

A  long  and  imperfect  account  of  the  Oreodaphne  Califor- 
nica appears  in  an  Eastern  medical  journal,  communicated 
from  Cahfornia  by  "  Dr.  L.  Mann;"  no  address  given.  The 
writer  explains  that  he  had  never  seen  anything  published 
on  the  subject.  He  will  find  in  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal  for  November,  1875,  a  full  description  of  the 
tree,  with  a  chemical  analysis  of  its  leaves,  etc.,  in  the  form 
of  a  thesis  written  by  John  P.  Hearney,  graduate  of  the 
California  College  of  Pharmacy. 

+  Since  the  above  has  been  placed  in  print,  we  have  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  Dr.  Bundy  (page  279),  in 
which  he  locates  the  Laurel  as  Umbellaria  Californica. 


hand,  we  venture  to  refer  to  a  matter  of  a  more 
or  less  personal  nature  which  has  developed  from 
Dr.  Mann's  article.  The  Pacific  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  in  its  editorial  notice  of  the 
article,  says :  "  A  long  and  imperfect  account  of 
the  Oreodaphne  Californica  appears  in  an  East- 
ern medical  journal,  communicated  from  California 
by  '  Dr.  L.  Mann  ;'  no  address  given."  The  ques- 
tion of  the  "  imperfection  of  the  account "  is  one 
admitting  of  a  diversity  of  opinion,  but  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  attempt  to  point  out  wherein  the  ac- 
count is  imperfect,  the  Journal's  ipse  dixit  will 
scarcely  be  received  as  conclusive  evidence.  The 
fact  that  Dr.  Mann's  name  is  given  in  quotation 
marks,  taken  in  connection  with  the  statement  "  no 
address  given,"  implies  a  sinister  insinuation  un- 
worthy of  a  respectable  medical  journal.  We  beg 
to  assure  the  Jotirnal  that  the  article  by  Dr. 
Mann  is  bona  fide,  its  insinuation  to  the  contrary, 
notwithstanding,  and  that  the  omission  of  the  ad- 
dress was  a  pure  inadvertence.  Dr.  Mann's  resi- 
dence is  at  Cahto,  Mendocino  county,  California, 
and  we  can  further  assure  the  Journal  that  if  it 
ever  has  occasion  to  address  him,  it  will  receive 
a  courteous  and  gentlemanly  response  to  any  proper 
and  respectful  question. 

New  Preparations,  it  is  true,  is  an  "  Eastern 
journal,"  from  the  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal's  geographical  location,  but  the  slightest 
regard  to  the  courtesies  which  are  supposed  to  ob- 
tain among  the  journalistic  fraternity  would  have 
insured  a  more  respectful  reference.  "  Eastern 
journals  "  are  numerous,  but  New  Preparations 
has  no  desire  to  shoulder  them  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  any  of  its  own  or  its  correspondents'  ut- 
terances. 


Medical  Education. 

WE  are  pleased  to  notice  that  the  "  boom  "  of 
advanced  medical  education  is  making  itself 
felt  in  our  medical  colleges  already.  The  progress 
is  really  gratifying,  i.  Chicago  Medical  College; 
2.  Harvard  Medical  College ;  3.  Medical  Depart- 
ment Syracuse  University ;  4.  Medical  Depart- 
ment University  of  Pennsylvania ;  5.  Medical  De- 
partment Iowa  University ;  6.  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  Yale  College ;  7.  Bellevue  Hospital  Med- 
ical College ;  8.  Michigan  College  of  Medicine ; 
9.  Detroit  Medical  College ;  10.  St.  Louis  Medical 
College.  The  above  is  a  gratifying  result  of  the 
influence  of  a  few  medical  journals  which  have 
insisted  that  the  low  standard  of  medical  education 
was  a  disgrace  to  American  medicine.  The 
Chicago  Medical  College  set  the  example  for  the 
others  to  follow  years  ago,  and  now  the  demand 
of  the  profession  that  it  be  followed  is  becoming 
imperative.  As  all  these  changes  are  to  take  place 
for  the  terms  1880-1,  we  shall  before  that  time  be 
able  to  analyze  how  much  advancement  each  school 
proposes  to  make.  There  must  be  no  half  way 
work. 
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Obituary. 

DAVENPORT.— It  is  with  sorrow  we  chronicle 
the  death  of  Dr.  Louis  Davenport,  of  this  city,  who 
died  October  22d,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  medical  profession 
was  held,  when  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  unanimously : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  remove  by 
death  from  our  number,  in  the  prime  of  life,  our  beloved 
professional  brother,  Dr.  Louis  Davenport,  a  gentleman  we 
were  all  pleased  to  associate  with,  and  whose  relation  to 
the  profession  had  always  been  kind,  social,  liberal  and 
ethical ;  a  man  whose  heart  was  always  open  to  the  poor 
and  suflfering,  and  whose  skill  was  liberally  dispensed  to  them 
without  price  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  lamented  brother,  the 
profession  have  suffered  the  loss  of  a  worthy  member  and 
one  we  had  all  learned  to  love  and  esteem. 

Resolved,  That  we  unite  in  offering  to  his  family  and 
friends  the  assurance  of  our  deep  sympathy,  not  that  we 
may  lessen  their  grief,  but  as  a  claim  that  we  can  share  their 
sorrow,  and  more  particularly  because  his  decease  followed  so 
close  to  that  of  his  beloved  mother,  whose  death-bed  he  had 
left  but  a  few  hours  to  find  his  own. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished 
the  press  of  the  city,  the  Medical  Record  and  Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter,  journals  to  which  he  had  long  been  a 
subscriber  ;  and  also  to  his  bereaved  family. 

The  Wayne  County  Medical  Society,  of  which 
Dr.  Davenport  was  an  active  member,  held  a  spe- 
cial meeting,  when  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  Divine  Ruler  of  the  Universe 
to  remove  by  death  one  of  our  members.  Dr.  Louis  Daven- 
port, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  act  we  observe  but  another  evidence 
of  Divine  power,  and  humbly  bow  to  the  decree. 

2.  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Davenport  this  Society  has 
lost  one  of  its  most  gifted  members,  the  community  a  phy- 
sician who  had  ever  their  physical  welfare  at  heart,  and  who 
conscientiously  believed  that  it  was  his  duty  to  give  his  time 
and  talents  ever  to  their  interests. 

3.  That  this  mournful  event  has  deprived  us  of  one  whose 
long  and  intimate  association  and  honorable  and  generous 

•  character  has  won  our  esteem  and  affection,  and  that  while 
we  mourn  our  loss  we  will  ever  cherish  his  memory. 

4.  That  we  offer  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  our  warmest 
sympathy  in  this  their  hour  of  bereavement,  and  would  sug- 
gest as  a  consoling  thought  the  idea  that  their  loss  cannot 
but  be  his  gain. 

5.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 


minutes  of  the  society,  and  a  copy  be  furnished  the  family  ; 
also,  that  the  daily  papers  be  requested  to  publish  the  same. 

More  we  cannot  add,  than  what  has  been  ex- 
pressed. Physicians  are  no  exception  to  the  great 
enemy  of  life — Death.  While  laboring  to  prolong 
and  preserve  that  of  others,  they  also  have  to  die. 

Requiescat  in  pace  ! 

FAIRCHILD.— In  this  city,  on  the  3d  inst.,  Dr, 
Joel  Fairchild,  aged  83  years  and  10  months.  Dr. 
Fairchild  was  born  in  Georgia,  Vt.,  and  received  his 
medical  education  at  Castleton,  in  that  State.  He 
was  a  fellow-student  of  the  late  Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  of 
this  city.  He  practiced  his  profession  in  Sherburne, 
Vt.,  nineteen  years,  when  he  removed  to  Flint, 
Michigan,  remaining  there  one  year,  when  he  fi- 
nally located  in  Ypsilanti.  Seven  years  ago  he 
lost  his  son,  when  he  retired  from  active  practice. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  and  well 
informed  in  his  profession.  For  the  last  two  years 
he  had  been  gradually  failing.  A  week  before  his 
death  he  had  a  severe  chill,  followed  by  congestion 
of  his  lungs,  which,  although  attended  with  no 
pain,  yet  his  age  prevented  reaction,  and  he  died 
without  any  suffering  and  in  the  arms  of  his 
family. 

CALLENDER.— George  W.  Callender,  F.  R.  S. 
— We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  this  eminent 
English  surgeon,  which  took  place  on  board  the 
steamship  Gallia,  which  sailed  from  New  York  Oc- 
tober 15,  1879.  He  arrived  in  this  country  early 
in  September,  to  visit  some  friends,  and  was  taken 
sick  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadel- 
phia. His  death  was  caused  by  Bright's  disease. 
He  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  his  disease  until 
his  urine  was  examined  by  Dr.  Da  Costa,  in  his 
presence,  when  it  was  found  loaded  wih  albumen 
and  contained  large  and  small  hyaline  and  granu- 
lar casts,  and  a  specific  gravity  of  1.014.  His  age 
was  about  fifty  years. 


Book  Reviews. 


Moral  Insanity. — A  paper  read  before  the  Clin- 
ton County  Medical  Society,  and  reported  to  the 
Michigan  State  Medical  Society  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing, Jan.  II,  1879,  by  Simon  Herres,  M.  D.,  of 
Westphalia,  Mich.  Reprint  from  M.  S.  M.  Society. 
Compliments  of  the  author. 

The  Johnson  Revolving  Bookcase,  with  inde- 
pendent Adjustable  Shelves,  three  sizes.  This 
bookcase,  though  designed  for  every  person  who 
owns  and  reads  books,  is  especially  useful  for  phy- 
sicians, lawyers  and  clergymen,  and  all  who  have 
occasion  to  handle  reference  books.  It  is  made  of 
iron,  and  cannot  shrink.  Price,  $10,  $12,  $15  and 
$18.  Patent  applied  for.  Can  be  had  through  E.  B. 
Smith  &  Co.,  corner  Woodward  avenue  and  Lar- 
ned  street,  Detroit. 

The  Physician's  Pocket  Day-Book,  of  C.  Henri 

Leonard,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  accommodates  daily  charges 
for  twenty  or  forty  families  weekly ;  has  complete 
obstetrical  record  for  ninety-four  cases,  and 
monthly  memoranda  for  debtor  and  credit  cash 
account.     Price  $1.00,   with   name  on  the  side  in 


gold  leaf  $1.25,  with  name,  town  and  state,  $1.50, 
all  bound  in  morocco  and  post-paid.  It  is  good 
for  one  year  from  the  first  of  any  month. 

It  is  a  neat,  concise  and  handy  book,  convenient 
in  size  and  can  be  carried  in  the  pocket  without  in- 
convenience. The  amount  of  any  bill  can  be  read- 
ily obtained  at  any  time  without  waiting  for  the 
office  ledger,  in  other  words,  if  the  money  is  ready 
there  need  be  no  delay  in  learning  the  amount  due. 
We  cordially  recommend  it. 

A  Compendium  of  the  Principles  and  Practice 
of  Medicine,  for  the  Use  of  Students  and  Prac- 
titioners.— By  Stephen  A.  Porter,  M.  D.,  Emeritus 
Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  American 
Medical  College,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  etc.  Second  edi- 
tion, enlarged  and  revised.  Hamilton,  Ohio.  1879. 
From  the  author. 

This  work  has  been  issued  as  a  book  of  refer- 
ence for  the  busy  practitioner.  The  subjects  are 
treated  under  the  heads  of  Synonyms,  History, 
Symptoms  and  Course,  Morbid  Anatomy,  Diag- 
nosis, Prognosis  and  Treatment.  The  author  pre- 
sumes the  reader  generally  understands   the  sub- 
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ject,  yet  at  the  same  time  may  need  a  compendium 
of  the  practice. 

The  author  closes  his  book  with  good  advice  to 
the  reader :  "  Investigation  for  new  remedies  and 
new  uses  for  old  ones  are  commendable,  and  should 
be  encouraged."  The  mechanical  "get  up"  of  the 
work  is  a  departure  from  that  of  ordinary  medical 
books.  It  is  a  style  of  the  author's  own  invention, 
being  sheep,  in  imitation  of  law  binding,  with  a 
black  title  on  tlie  back,  which  makes  it  specially  at- 
tractive. 

Student's  Pocket  Medical  Lexicon,  giving  the 
correct  pronunciation  and  definition  of  all  words 
and  terms  in  general  use  in  medicine  and  collateral 
sciences,  the  pronunciation  being  plainly  repre- 
sented in  the  American  phonetic  alphabet — with 
an  appendix  containing  a  list  of  poisons  and  their 
antidotes,  abbreviations  used  in  prescriptions  and 
a  metric  scale  of  doses,  by  Elias  Longley,  author 
of  a  "  Pronouncing  Vocabulary  of  Geographical 
and  Personal  Names,"  "  Eclectic  Manual  of  Pho- 
nography," and  a  series  of  phonetic  school  books. 
Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1879.  Arn- 
old &  Willyoung,  Detroit.  Price,  cloth,  $1.00; 
with  tuck  $1.25. 

This  is  a  16  mo.  book  of  304  pages,  printed  on 
white  paper  with  clear  type,  and  neatly  bound. 
The  author  adopts  the  English  mode  of  pronuncia- 
tion as  used  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  in  Eng- 
land, and  at  Harvard,  in  this  country.  In  defini- 
tions he  has  sought  as  great  brevity,  as  accuracy 
and  clearness  of  meaning  would  permit.  The  book 
is  intended  for  present  use,  to  furnish  conveniently 
correct  spelling,  pronunciation  and  meaning,  but 
in  no  way  takes  the  place  of  Dunglison  or  Thomas 
which  are  necessary  for  elaborate  investigation. 

The  book  is  all  the  author  claims  for  it,  and  is 
moreover  a  great  convenience. 

American  Health  Primers — Eyesight  and  How 
to  Care  for  It,  by  George  C.  Harlan,  M.  D.,  Sur- 
geon to  the  Willis  Eye  Hospital,  etc.  Philadel- 
phia: Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1879.  Detroit,  Arnold 
&  Willyoung.  Price  50  cents  each.  This  is  No.  4 
of  "  American  Health  Primers,"  and  treats  of  first, 
"The  Anatomy  of  the  Eye,"  "The  Physiology 
of  Vision,"  "  The  Ophthalmoscope,"  "  Injuries  and 
Diseases  of  the  Eye,"  "Optical  Defects,"  "Spec- 
tacles," "  Practical  Suggestions  for  the  Care  of 
the  Eyes,"  and  lastly,  "Effects  of  School  Life 
Upon  the  Sight,"  is  the  most  valuable  chapter  of 
the  whole.  Quoting  Donders  of  Utrecht  on  the  sub- 
ject of  imperfect  illumination  of  schools  as  a  cause 
of  near-sightedness,  he  says :  "To  this  it  is  to 
be  ascribed  that  in  schools  where  by  bad  light, 
the  pupils  read  bad  print  or  write  with  pale  ink, 
the  foundation  of  near-sightedness  is  mainly  laid, 
which  is  in  fact  usually  developed  in  these  years." 
School  rooms  are  alluded  to  in  reference  to  their 
capacities,  and  claims  there  should  be  an  architec- 
ture for  schools  as  well  as  for  palaces ;  abundance 
of  ventilation,  easy  seating  desks,  and  above  all, 
abundance  of  light. 

This  book  is  written  for  the  public,  and  yet  there 
is  much  of  value  in  it  to  the  physician.  The  eye 
is  one  of  the  important  organs  of  the  body,  and 
the  author  has  done  well  to  present  its  claims  for 
protection  in  such  a  concise  and  readable  manner. 

Yellow  Fever  a  Nautical  Disease — Its  Origin 
and  Prevention.  By  John  Ganigee.  "  As  far  as 
we  know,  low  temperature  is  the  only  agency  that 
can  be  rehed  on  safely  to  destroy  the  infection  of 
this  disease." — Dr.  Carpenter.  "  Frosts  put  an 
end  suddenly  to  our  epidemics.  Art  never  can  do 
better  than  to  imitate  nature." — Dr.  J.  C.  Paget. 

New  York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,   549  and   551 


Broadway,  N.  Y.  1879.  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  De- 
troit;  price  $1.50;  cloth.  This  work  is  dedicated 
to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thompson,  the  lady  who  gave 
such  an  impetus  to  the  investigation  of  yellow 
fever  in  1878.  Its  object  is  to  show  that  it  is  a 
product  of  foul  ships,  and  is  far  more  easily,  surely 
and  permanently  preventable  than  typhoid  or  scar- 
latina. The  remedy — fresh  air,  dry  air,  cold  air, 
available  in  all  parts,  driven  through  and  through 
the  stagnant  pest-holds  of  vessels. 

The  tenor  of  the  work  is  to  prove  this  proposi- 
tion and  the  argument,  to  say  the  least,  is  very 
plausible.  At  this  time,  when  the  subject  of  yel- 
low fever  is  occupying  the  attention  of  sanitary 
commissions  and  boards  of  health,  any  new  theory 
must  be  of  value,  for  in  this  way  the  real  cause  may 
be  reached,  and  the  remedy  found  for  its  preven- 
tion. The  author  has  presented  his  views  in  a  very 
readable  manner,  and,  what  is  valuable  in  any  book, 
gives  an  index  of  authorities,  besides  a  full  general 
one.  It  is  presented  to  the  public  in  Appleton's 
best  style  of  medical  printing  and  paper,  and  should 
be  read  by  every  physician  who  takes  an  interest 
in  epidemic  disease. 

Diseases  of  Women. — By  Lawson  Tail,  F.  R. 
C.  S.,  Surgeon  to  the  Birmingham  Hospital  for 
Women  and  Consulting  Surgeon  (for  Diseases  of 
Women)  to  the  West  Bromwich  Hospital ;  Fel- 
low of  the  Obstetrical  Societies  of  London, 
Dublin  and  Edinburgh ;  foreign  member  of  the 
Obstetrical  Society  of  Berlin,  etc.,  author  of  the 
Hastings  Essay  for  1873,  "On  the  Pathology  and 
Treatment  of  Disea'ses  of  the  Ovaries,"  "Ovari- 
otomy," "Hospital  Mortality,"  etc.  Second  edi- 
tion, thoroughly  revised  and  enlarged ;  specially 
prepared  for  "  Wood's  Library."  New  York ; 
William  Wood  &  Company,  27  Great  Jones  street. 

1879. 

In  this  book  the  author  presents  the  results  of 
his  own  experience  in  as  condensed  a  form  as  pos- 
sible. He  has  avoided  long  quotations,  needless 
references  and  detailed  accounts  of  cases.  Illus-_ 
trations  of  pathological  appearances  have  been  left 
out,  as  he  believes  they  do  not  convey  a  very  intel- 
ligible idea  of  the  facts  unless  in  the  form  of  costly 
lithographs,  and  the  use  of  these  would  have  en- 
hanced the  cost  of  the  book  too  much,  without 
corresponding  value.  The  work  is  divided  into 
nine  chapters,  under  the  general  head  of  "  Path- 
ology of  the  Female  Generative  Organs."  ist. 
Mons  Veneris.  2d.  Vulva.  3d.  Vagina,  Urethra 
and  Bladder.  4th.  Uterus,  Os,  Cervix  and  Fundus. 
5th.  Broad  Ligaments.  6th.  Fallopian  Tubes.  7th. 
Ovaries.  8th.  Pelvic  Bones.  9th.  Dilatation  of 
the  Cervix  Uteri  by  Continuous  Elastic  Pressure. 

The  pathological  condition  and  the  treatment  of 
the  diseases  of  the  above  organs  constitute  the  sub- 
stance of  the  work.  We  like  the  style,  and,  al- 
though we  might  differ  in  some  respects  from  the 
conclusions  and  treatment,  yet,  on  the  whole,  it  is 
a  valuable  book,  original  and  practical.  The  best 
of  the  series  thus  far,  and  a  credit  to  the  publish- 
ers. 

A  Guide  to  Surgical  Diagnosis,  by  Christopher 
Heath,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Holme  Professor  of  Clinical 
Surgery  in  University  College,  London,  and  Sur- 
geon to  University  College  Hospital,  Honorary 
Fellow  of  King's  College,  London.  Philadelphia  : 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1879.  Arnold  &  Willyoung, 
Detroit.     Price  $1.50,  pp.  214. 

The  object  of  this  book  is  to  assist  the  student 
of  surgery  in  forming  a  diagnosis  of  cases  coming 
before  him ;  how  to  do  so  in  a  scientific  manner, 
how  to  take  notes  to  make  them  valuable,  how  to 
observe,  which  is  an  art  attainable  only  by  prac- 
tice, while  what  to  observe  can  be  learned  from 
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books.  The  first  chapter  is  devoted  to  case  taking ; 
second,  surgical  diseases  of  the  head,  27  are  given  ; 
third,  the  face,  41  ;  fourth,  the  mouth,  37  ;  fifth, 
the  throat,  11  ;  sixth,  the  neck,  12;  seventh,  inju- 
ries about  the  shoulder,  giving  the  differential  di- 
agnosis of  injuries  about  the  shoulder  and  other  in- 
juries, 7 ;  eighth,  the  upper  arm,  29 ;  ninth,  the 
forearm  and  hand,  31  ;  tenth,  the  breast,  8  ;  elev- 
enth, the  thorax,  7  ;  twelfth,  the  abdomen,  21; 
thirteenth,  injury  to  abdomen,  13;  fourteenth,  tu- 
mor of  the  groin  and  varieties,  21  ;  fifteenth,  the 
urinary  function,  13;  sixteenth,  morbid  condition 
of  the  urine,  10;  seventeenth,  the  male  genital  or- 
gans, 26 ;  eighteenth,  female  genital  organs,  1 5  ; 
nineteenth,  the  rectum,  16;  twentieth,  the  lower 
limbs,  21  ;  twenty-first,  the  thigh,  23  ;  twenty-sec- 
ond, the  knee,  13;  twenty-third,  the  leg,  24; 
twenty-fourth,  the  foot,  19 ;  twenty-fifth,  the  back, 
9;  twenty-sixth,  after  amputation,  17;  twenty- 
seventh,  constitutional  condition,  8.  Thus  giving 
466  concise  descriptions  and  the  specific  name  of 
each  on  the  margin  opposite  the  number  and  full 
index.  It  really  is  a  valuable  book,  and  in  the 
main  correct,  as  compared  with  our  own  personal 
observation.  Not  only  the  student,  but  the  older 
surgeon  can  briefly  refresh  his  memory  with  but 
little  loss  of  time.  To  both  we  cordially  recom- 
mend it.  The  publishers  are  to  be  commended 
for  its  issue. 

Man's  Moral  Nature,  by  Richard  Maurice 
Buck,  M.  D.  New  York  :  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons. 
Willing  &  Williamson,  Toronto,  Ontario.     1879. 

When  a  man  seems  to  sit  down  to  write  a  book 
because  he  cannot  help  it,  we  want  to  read  it,  es- 
pecially when  what  he  has  to  say  is  instructive,  in- 
telligent and  concise.  Physical  ethics,  although 
not  a  new  subject,  is  always  interesting ;  here  it  is 
made  charming.  The  introduction  is  as  modest 
as  it  is  brief. 

What  is  the  physical  basis  of  man's  moral  nature 
and  where  is  it  located  }  This  is  the  question  of 
•the  author.  The  first  chapter  is  by  way  of  defini- 
tion, simply  and  succinctly  given.  Indeed,  clear 
analysis  is  characteristic  of  the  whole  volume. 
The  second  chapter  shows  the  Hmits  of  the  moral 
nature,  of  which  the  simple  elements  are  four, 
faith,  love,  fear  and  hate.  All  other  feelings  are 
composed  of  two  or  more  of  these.  The  next 
chapter  is  a  well  constructed  foundation  and  sup- 
port for  the  hypothesis  of  the  writer,  that  the  sym- 
pathetic nervous  system  is  the  center  of  the  moral 
nature.  The  intelligent  and  moral  faculties  are 
here  shown  to  be  distinct  functions,  different  in 
action  and  in  locality.  The  moral  faculties  in 
action  are  continuous,  the  intellectual  instantan- 
eous. The  seat  of  the  first  in  the  whole  body,  of 
the  second  in  the  head  only.  In  other  words,  it  is 
shown  that  a  man's  disposition  and  desires  depend 
not  so  much  upon  what  he  sees  and  touches  and 
tastes,  facts  communicated  by  the  senses  to  the 
brain  by  the  cerebro-spinal  nervous  system,  as  by 
the  state  of  his  liver,  kidneys,  heart  and  lungs, 
these  being  connected  with  the  brain  by  nerves  of 
sympathy.  Upon  the  action  of  these  Httle  nerves 
consequently  a  man's  moral  condition  depends. 
This  is  true,  and  perhaps  the  conclusion  based 
upon  this  fact,  that  as  civilization  advances  and 
appliances  for  improving  man's  physical  condition 
and  especially  for  guarding  these  organs  from  dis- 
ease are  multiplied,  the  moral  condition  improves, 
fear  and  hate  are  lessened,  and  faith  and  love  are  in- 
creased. So  that  misery  and  crime  may  in  ages 
yet  to  come  no  longer  darken  the  earth  and  blight 
the  happiness  of  the  race. 

So  far  as  the  author  sticks  to  science,  a  domain 
with  which  he  is  familiar,  we  can  follow  his  inves- 


tigations and  conclusions  with  keen  interest  and 
profit ;  when,  however,  he  ventures  on  theologi- 
cal ground  he  is  lost.  That  is  the  trouble  with 
many  industrious  students  in  their  analysis  of 
organs  respiratory,  digestive  and  reproductive — in- 
tent upon  the  study  of  oxygen,  urine  and  bile,  they 
are  apt  to  look  for  their  religion  there  too.  Sinai 
and  Bethlehem  and  Calvary  are  factors  that  do  not 
enter  into  their  observation  and  calculation  as 
students.  And  this  is  where  the  chemist  and  anat- 
omist and  naturalist  often  err,  in  stepping  from  a 
ground  with  which  they  are  familiar  to  one  with 
which  they  are  unfamiliar.  Few  readers  of  the 
New  Testament  would  admit  "  that  only  one  Jew, 
as  far  as  we  know,  who  appears  to  have  held  the 
religious  condition  of  his  age  and  country  with  the 
usual  firmness  of  the  cultivated  Jew,  was  converted 
to  Christ,  and  that  this  conversion  we  are  told  re- 
quired a  miracle  to  effect  it."  (P.  183.)  The  range 
of  the  reading  of  a  critic  who  would  refer  to  Renan 
as  authority  upon  a  point  of  exegesis  in  the  book 
of  Job,  we  should  say  the  least,  was  narrow  and 
limited.  (P.  148.)  Not  that  we  would  differ  from 
Kenan's  conclusions,  but  that  he  is  the  only  com- 
mentator who  has  investigated  the  subject  and 
whose  opinion  is  worthy  of  notice  we  would  not 
admit.  Leaving  out  of  view  our  author's  informa- 
tion upon  the  religious  aspect  of  his  subject,  we 
gladly  lend  him  a  willing  ear.  In  the  sympathetic 
nerve  we  have  great  interest  and  the  organs  it 
controls.  Consequently  we  would  go  further 
than  the  author.  We  believe,  even  that  through 
their  psychical  influence  many  of  the  nostrums  so 
popular  with  the  laity  may  act  as  mighty  agents 
for  the  moral  improvement  and  regeneration  of 
our  race  ;  but  in  the  light  of  Divine  revelation  as 
well  as  of  physical  fact,  we  believe  in  something 
more.  And  if  religion  has  any  mention,  we  look 
for  a  recognition  of  the  divine  authority  as  well  as 
the  human  excellence  of  the  man  Christ  formed. 

One  thing  for  the  chapters  before  us  we  cannot 
but  say,  we  lay  them  down  with  the  desire  for 
more  light,  and  if  possible  from  the  same  pen.  In 
short,  the  volume  is  a  treat  to  the  lover  of  good 
sense,  good  science  and  good  English. 


Pamphlets  Received. 


Report  on  Otology.— By  S.  J.  Jones,  A.  M., 
M.  D.,  Professor  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology 
in  the  Chicago  Medical  College. 

Physiological  Antagonism  the  Therapeutic 
Law  of  Cure,  By  Electus  B.  Ward,  M.  D.  Read 
before  the  Detroit  Academy  of  Medicine,  June  10, 
1876.  From  the  author.  Reprint  from  the  De- 
troit Lancet. 

A  Conspectus  of  three  different  Forms  of 
Acute  Inflammatory  Cardiac  Disorder.  By  Ros- 
well Park,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  assistant  to  the  Chair  of 
Anatomy,  Chicago  Medical  College,  Surgeon  to 
South  Side  Dispensary,  etc.  Reprint  from  Chicago 
Medical  Examiner.  Chicago.  1879.  From  the 
author. 

The  Hot  Springs  of  Arkansas  as  a  Health  Re- 
sort, their  Waters  as  Remedial  Agents.     By  J. 

M.  Keller,  M.  D.  Reprint  from  the  St.  Louis 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  August,  1879. 
From  the  author. 

This  is  the  best  risumd  of  the  character  of  the 
Hot  Springs  and  their  therapeutic  value  we  have 
read  in  a  long  time,  and  Dr.  Keller  ought  to 
know. 

The  Present  State  of  Ophthalmology.  By  the 
same  author.  With  illustrations.  Extracted  from 
the  Transactions  of  the  Illinois  State  Medical  So- 
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ciety.     Lincoln,    May,    1879.     Compliments  of  the 
writer. 

Such  reports  are  these,  that  are  of  real  interest 
in  society  meetings,  terse,  and  to  the  point,  con- 
veying to  the  hearer  and  reader  genuine  informa- 
tion, which  cannot  readily  be  obtained  elsewhere. 
We  have  had  occasion  before  to  speak  highly  of 
the  productions  of  Dr.  Jones. 

The  Origin,  Nature,  Symptoms  and  Treat- 
ment of  Yellow  Fever.  By  Alfred  Stille,  M.  D., 
LL.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  author  of  "Dispensatory," 
"  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,"  etc.  Pub- 
lished by  Samuel  M.  Miller,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.     From  the  author. 

This  is  a  pamphlet  of  21  pages.  Dr.  Stille  says : 
"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  poison  of  yellow 
fever  is  specific  ;  that  its  origin  is  in  the  islands  of 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  alone  ;  that  it  is  susceptible  of 
being  carried  to  distant  points,  and  that  it  is  dis- 
tinct from  all  other  fevers."  He  says  there  is  no 
specific  remedy  for  the  disease,  and  each  case  is 
to  be  managed  according  to  its  special  symptoms. 


Periodicals. 


Commercial  Law  News.— Devoted  to  the  legal 
interests  of  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade  of  the 
West.     Detroit,  Mich.     50  cents  per  annum. 

The  Medical  Intelligencer,  A  Quarterly  Bul- 
letin of  New  Books  on  Medicine  and  the  Collateral 
Sciences.  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  publishers.  Oc- 
tober, 1879.  Send  for  a  copy,  and  see  the  new 
books  published  by  this  enterprising  firm.  Prices 
are  given,  and  books  are  sent,  mailed  free,  on  re- 
ceipt of  same. 

The  Obstetric  Gazette.  A  Monthly  Journal 
devoted  to  Obstetrics,  with  Diseases  of  Women 
and  Children.  Dr.  Edward  B.  Stephens,  editor 
and  publisher,  Cincinnati.  Terms,  $3  yearly  in  ad- 
vance. 

This  is  truly  a  western  journal,  and  brother  Ste- 
phens deserves  great  credit  in  issuing  it.  Some 
things,  as  well  as  others,  can  be  done  this  side  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  no  one  is  better 
qualified  than  the  editor  of  the  Obstetric  Gazette 
to  conduct  a  journal  of  this  class.  We  cordially 
recommend  it  to  the  medical  profession.  It  is  a 
valuable  exchange.     Thanks  for  volume  one. 

Richmond  and  Louisville  Medical  Journal  and 
American  Medical  Bi-Weekly.  Dr.  E.  S.  Gaillard, 
editor  and  proprietor  of  these  journals,  having  sev- 
ered his  connection  with  the  Louisville  Medical 
College,  has  removed  to  New  York  city,  where  he 
will  henceforth  reside,  and  where  he  will  also  pub- 
hsh  the  above  journals.  His  address  will  be  27 
Clinton  Place,  where  all  communications  should  be 
sent  him.  We  wish  our  brother  success  in  his 
new  habitation. 


Leonard's  Illustrated  Medical  Journal.     In  the 

place  of  the  Medical  Advance,  Dr.  Leonard  will 
hereafter  issue  a  quarterly  journal  under  the  above 
name.  Each  number  will  consist  of  24  large 
double-column  pages  of  reading  matter,  in  which 
illustrations  will,  as  heretofore,  be  the  important 
feature.  These  will  be  of  new  and  rare  drugs,  or 
of  common  ones  never  before  plated,  and  with 
competent  descriptive  texts  accompanying  each. 
Also,  illustrations  of  new  or  improved  surgical  in- 
struments, and  important  clinical  cases  in  all  the 
branches  of  medicine  and  surgery.  The  portrait, 
with  brief  biography,  of  some  one  of  our  leading 
professional  men,  will  be  given  in  each  number. 
Besides  this,  there  will  be  condensations  from 
home  and  foreign  exchanges,  book  reviews,  edi- 
torials, and  changes  in  the  drug  market  given. 

This  is  the  first  and  only  illustrated  medical 
journal  in  the  world,  and,  from  its  low  subscrip- 
tion price,  50  cents  per  annum,  should  receive  a 
warm  support  from  the  profession.  This  amount, 
sent  to  the  editor,  at  52  Lafayette  avenue,  Detroit, 
will  insure  you  the  journal  for  one  year,  post  paid. 
The  January  number  will  be   ready  in  December. 

College  Announcement. 

Post-Graduate  Course  of  Rush  Medical  College, 

Chicago,  111.;  session  of  1880.  This  is  a  five  weeks' 
course  commencing  January  20,  1880,  and  is  for  the 
benefit  of  practitioners.  The  subjects  to  be  dis- 
cussed are  practicable,  and  furnish  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity for  "  brushing  up."  Terms,  from  alumni  of 
college  $5.00,  from  other  colleges  the  matriculation 
fee  of  $5.00  and  $10.00  besides. 


Acknowledgments — New  Exchanges. 

The  Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental 
Disease.  (Quarteriy).  Edited  by  J.  S.  Jewell, 
M.  D.,  and  H.  M.  Bannister,  M.  D.  Chicago,  Oc- 
tober, 1879.     $5  per  annum. 

The  Pacific  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 
nal. San  Francisco,  Cal.  Henry  Gibbons,  Sr. 
and  Jr.,  editors.     October,  1879.     $3  per  annum. 

The  Canada  Medical  Record.  Montreal, 
October.  Dr.  F.  W.  Campbell,  editor.  $2  per 
annum. 

The  Canada  Lancet.  Toronto.  $3  per  an- 
num. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Journal  and  Trans- 
actions. 17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  Eng- 
land. Elias  Bremridge,  Secretary  and  Registrar. 
(Weekly.) 

Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery. Nashville,  Tenn.  C.  S.  Briggs,  M.  D., 
editor.     $3  per  annum. 


Clippings. 


Local  Anesthetic  in  Dentistry. — Pulver- 
ized champhor,  3  vj,  ether,  sulphur,  §  j.  Apply 
this  to  the  gum  surrounding  the  tooth  to  be  re- 
moved, until  the  gum  turns  white,  when  the  tooth 
can  be  extracted  with  scarcely  any  pain. — Dental 
Cosmos. 


Sweating  Hands  or  Feet. — A  writer  in  the 
British  Medical  fournal  recommends  for  this  the 
painting  of  the  surface  affected,  with  the  tincture 
of  belladonna.     An  ointment  of  the  same   could 


also  be  offered  with  advantage  in  certain  cases. 
In  case  of  the  hands,  a  "  bracelet  "  painting  of  the 
tincture  about  the  wrist  has  proven  successful. — 
Western  Lancet. 


Hoarseness— Borax. — This  salt  has  been  em- 
ployed wilh  advantage  in  cases  of  hoarseness  and 
aphonia  occurring  suddenly  from  the  action  of  cold. 
The  remedy  is  recommended  to  singers  and  ora- 
tors whose  voices  suddenly  become  lost,  but  which 
by  these  means  can  be  recovered  almost  instantly. 
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A  little  piece  of  borax,  the  size  of  a  pea,  is  to  be 
slowly  dissolved  in  the  mouth  ten  minutes  before 
singing  or  speaking.  The  remedy  provokes  an 
abundant  secretion  of  saliva,  which  moistens  the 
mouth  and  throat.  This  local  action  of  the  borax 
should  be  aided  by  an  equal  dose  of  nitrate  of  po- 
tassium, taken  in  warm  solution  before  going  to 
bed. — La  France  Midicale. 

Anti-Fat. — The  much-advised  remedy  for 
obesity,  anti-fat,  is  said  to  be  an  extract  of  fucus 
vesiculosus,  the  common  "  pop-weed  "  of  our  sea- 
shores. Dr.  Carson,  Portrush,  Ireland,  writes  to 
the  British  Medical  Journal :  "Some  who  are 
paying  expensively  for  the  remedy  may  be  surprised 
to  hear  that  the  fucus  vesiculosus  is  here  largely 
used  as  a  food  for  pigs,  and  that  it  in  no  way  inter- 
feres with  their  growth.  It  will  require  a  number 
of  well-reported  cases  to  convince  me  that  what 
fattens  a  pig  will  make  a  Christian  lean.  I  have 
myself  visited  a  sty  to  verify  the  fact  that  it  was 
really  the  fucus  vesiculosus  which  the  pigs  were 
getting. — Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Clinic. 


Therapeutic  Uses  of  Boracic  Acid. — E. 
Kurz,  of  Florence  writes  {M emorabillien)  that  he 
has  used  an  ointment  of  five  parts  of  boracic  acid 
and  ten  or  fifteen  of  vaseline  with  much  success  in 
several  cases  of  eczema  of  the  face  and  limbs.  One 
case  of  eczema  squamosum,  which  had  lasted  five 
months,  was  cured  in  three  weeks.  In  the  case  of 
a  child  whose  whole  head  was  affected  with  im- 
petigo, the  application  of  boracic  acid  after  the 
removal  of  the  scales  produced  a  remarkably 
speedy  cure.  Two  cases  of  prurigo  which  had  for 
a  year  resisted  all  other  treatment  were  cured  in 
one  and  two  months  respectively  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  boracic  acid  ointment  twice  a  day. 
The  same  treatment  was  successful  in  a  case  of 
non-syphilitic  psoriasis  of  three  years'  standing,  in 
which  carbolic  acid  and  arsenic  had  failed.  In  a 
case  of  exfoliative  lupus  of  the  nose  the  use  of  bo- 
racic acid  for  a  month  had  no  effect ;  salicylic  acid 
produced  slight  improvement.  In  two  cases  of  se- 
vere gonorrhea  injections  of  a  solution  of  boracic 
acid  (one  in  one  hundred  of  water)  almost  com- 
pletely arrested  the  discharge  ;  a  scanty  secretion 
of  mucus,  which  continued  for  a  time,  was  cured 
by  the  use  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth. — British  Med- 
ical Journal. 


Chrysophanic  Acid  in  Syphilides. — The 
Berliner  Wochenschrift,  No.  22,  1879,  contains 
an  article  by  Dr.  Reamont,  in  which  he  claims  to 
have  obtained  excellent  results  from  chrysophanic 
acid,  not  only  in  psoriasis  (as  Balmanno  Squire  and 
others  have  reported),  but  also  in  all  the  popular 
forms  of  the  disease.  Obstinate  cases  of  psoriasis 
are,  however,  so  frequent  that  the  agent  has  been 
more  fully  tested  in  this  than  in  any  other  form  of 
syphilitic  skin  disease.  In  this  report,  the  writer 
claims  to  have  cured  twelve  inveterate  cases  which 
had  long  resisted  purely  specific  treatment. 

The  mode  of  applying  the  agent  is  as  follows  : 
Each  evening,  before  retiring,  a  general  sulphur 
bath  is  administered ;  immediately  afterward,  the 
chrysophanic  acid  ointment  is  rubbed  in  quite  en- 
ergetically. On  the  next  morning  the  ointment  is 
washed  off  by  means  of  tar  or  glycerine  soap.  If 
the  patient  be  able  to  remain  indoors  this  treat- 
ment is  repeated  in  the  morning  ;  if  not,  only  at 
night.  The  ointment  is  used  in  two  strengths, 
either  one  or  two  parts  of  chrysophanic  acid  to  ten 
of  vaseline.  In  most  cases  it  is  better  to  first  em- 
ploy the  weaker,  resorting  later  to  the  stronger. 
If  the  parts  affected  be  deeply  chapped,  he  some- 
times applies,  during  the  day,  a  small  quantity  of 


mercurial  ointment,  and  at  night  the  usual  treat- 
ment. In  most  cases  the  application  of  the  chrys- 
ophanic acid  ointment  is  painless.  Reamont  warns 
his  readers  not  to  permit  the  rapid  disappearance 
of  the  cutaneous  affection  under  this  treatment  to 
lead  them  to  a  discontinuance  of  an  energetic  spe- 
cific course,  or  relapses  will  be  sure  [to  occur. — 
Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Clinic. 


Chrysophanic  Acid  in  Diseases  of  the 
Skin. — Dr.  Walter  Smith  sums  up  the  knowledge 
that  we  have  at  present  in  the  following  words  : 
I.  Chrysophanic  acid  is  a  powerful  local  stimulant 
— not,  however,  tending  toward  vesication  or  ulcer- 
ation. Its  action  in  this  capacity  is  best  illustrated 
in  psoriasis.  2.  It  also  possesses  undoubted  para- 
siticide power.  3.  It  is  a  most  efficient  remedy  in 
two  parasitic  affections — viz.,  ringworm  of  the 
body  and  tinea  versicolor.  4.  In  ringworm  of  the 
scalp  it  frequently  fails,  owing  to  causes  that  mili- 
tate against  all  remedies  as  yet  tried.  5.  In  favus 
it  has  not  as  yet,  so  far  as  is  known,  had  a  trial. 

6.  As  a  destroyer  of  animal  parasites  its  efficacy 
remains  to  be  proven.  It  would  probably  be  of 
service  in  some  cases  of  scabies  and  in  pedicularia. 

7.  Internally,  as  Dr.  Ashburton  Thompson  has 
shown,  it  is  an  emetic  purge.  8.  Alizarin,  a  sub- 
stance belonging  to  the  same  group  of  bodies  as 
chrysophanic  acid,  upon  several  grounds,  appears 
to  deserve  a  more  extended  trial  in  diseases  of  the 
skin.  The  acid  is  open  to  certain  disadvantages 
now  tolerably  well  known.  Of  these  the  staining 
of  the  skin  and  dyeing  of  the  hair  are  the  least,  for 
they  quickly  disappear  when  the  use  of  the  drug  is 
suspended,  and  by  simple  precautions  the  discol- 
oration of  the  patient's  pillow,  linen,  etc.,  can  be 
avoided  ;  but  the  irritant  qualities  of  the  acid  are 
more  marked,  and  in  more  than  one  case  Dr. 
Smith  has  been  obliged  to  discontinue  its  use, 
even  when  fully  dilated^2o  grs.  or  less  to  drachm 
I — on  account  of  the  oedema,  irritation,  and  pain 
provoked  by  it. —  The  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical 
Science. 


A  New  Preparation  of  Quinine  Solu- 
ble IN  Water. — In  the  Centralblatt,  f.  d.  Med. 
Wiss.,  June  14,  Dr.  Jaffe,  of  the  Hamburg  General 
Hospital,  reports  the  results  of  the  trials  which  he 
has  made  of  a  new  preparation  of  quinine,  termed 
qicinia  bimuriatica  carbamidata,  formed  by  Dry- 
gin  from  a  combination  of  twenty  parts  of  muriate 
of  quinia,  twelve  parts  of  muriatic  acid,  and  three 
parts  of  urea.  The  resulting  salt  is  soluble  in 
equal  parts  of  water,  and  is  therefore  eminently 
suitable  for  the  administration  of  large  doses  of 
quinine  by  the  hypodermic  method.  The  trials 
that  have  been  made  of  it  at  Hamburg  have 
proved  so  successful  that  it  is  highly  desirable  it 
should  be  more  widely  known.  A  fifty  per  cent, 
solution  has  always  been  employed,  so  that  a  Pra- 
vaz  syringe  full  (holding  one  gramme)  will  contain 
a  third  of  a  gramme  of  the  salt.  The  quantity 
injected  varied  from  a  half  to  three  syringes  full. 
The  local  irritation  consequent  on  the  injection 
was  in  most  cases  very  slight,  and  at  most  con- 
sisted in  a  circumscribed  burning  pain  (which  was 
soon  relieved  by  cold  Goulard  water),  without  red- 
ness or  swelling.  Doses  of  a  gramme  produced 
in  men  scarcely  any  subjective  sensations,  and  the 
noises  in  the  ear  complained  of  by  women  and 
children  soon  disappeared.  The  anti-febrile  ef- 
fects were  evident  and  certain,  intermittents  dis- 
appearing after  the  second  or  third  injection.  This 
form  of  administration  seems  especially  indicated 
(i)  in  those  sensitive  persons  who  have  an  invin- 
cible objection  to  taking  quinine  by  the  mouth  ;  (2) 
when  gastric  affections  co-exist ;   (3)   in  children  ; 
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and  (4)  in  hospital  and  pauper  practice,  as  a  much 
smaller  quantity  of  quinine  is  required  than  when 
it  is  administered  internally. — Philadelphia  Medi- 
cal Times. 


How  ARE  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE  PREMATURE- 
LY Bald  ? — Loss  of  hair  is  not  a  result  of  early  piety, 
but  the  result  of  a  loss  of  nervo-vital  force  from 
causes  that  abound  in  society — nervous  diseases 
and  the  like.  Comparatively  few  cases  are  due  to 
increased  sebaceous  secretion,  with  its  perverted 
nutrition,  chemical  change  of  secretion,  pityriasis  or 
dandruff,  atrophy  of  the  hair  bulb.  The  alopecia 
due  to  fevers  and  nervous  exhaustion  is  a  direct 
marasmus. 

The  success  of  treatment  of  all  cases  of  baldness 
depends  upon  the  point  whether  the  matrix  of  the 
hair  is  destroyed ;  whether  the  nervous  or  blood 
disease  can  be  eradicated.  Of  all  remedies  there 
are  none  so  valuable  as  the  vitalized  hypophos- 
phates,  with  general  attention  to  the  case. 

The  succes  of  a  cure  often  depends  on  local 
measures — on  agents  which  mildly  and  thoroughly 
cleanse  the  scalp.  The  best  medicinal  agent  that  I 
have  with  is  the  quillaya  saponaria — the  soap  tree 
bark — prepared  by  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  Detroit, 
Michigan.  This  remedy  is  extensively  used  by  all 
dermatologists.  It  contains  an  excess  of  alkali.which 
saponifies  the  fatty  matter  of  the  sebaceous  secre- 
tion, and  is  easily  removed.  This  remedy  not  only 
removes  the  scales,  but  exercises  an  excellent  tonic 
influence  on  the  scalp.     Its  action  is  essential. 

The  use  of  the  soap  tree  bark  every  morning  as 
a  shampoo,  with  active  manipulation  with  the  fin- 
gers until  a  copious  lather  is  produced,  and  then 
wash  off  by  the  use  of  cold  and  warm  water  alter- 
nately, followed  by  gentle  friction ;  then  the  use  of 
the  following  as  a  hair  or  scalp  tonic  : 

9.     Bay  rum,  O  ij ; 
Tinct.  lobelia, 

Tinct.  sanguinaria  Canadensis,  aa  J  i ; 
Tinct.  cantharides,  5  ij  ; 
Sodse  boras,  5  ss. — Mix. 

In  answer  to  our  interrogation,  intense  nervous 
exhaustion  is  the  cause  of  premature  baldness. — 
R.  F.  Moore,  M.  D.,  in  Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


Alstonia. — In  our  last  issue  we  called  atten- 
tion to  the  high  rate  charged  by  Messrs.  Merrell, 
Thorp  &  Lloyd  for  what  they  advertised  as  alstonia 
constricta  bark,  and  at  the  same  time  questioned 
whether  the  bark  they  offered  was  not  the  alstonia 
scholaris.  On  examining  the  bark,  which  they  e.x- 
hibited  at  the  convention  at  Indianapolis,  we  were 
at  once  satisfied  that  it  is  not  alstonia  scholaris. 
But  is  it,  therefore,  alstonia  constricta?  We  think 
not,  because  it  differs  from  such  descriptions  of  that 
drug  as  we  have  at  command,  very  essentially. 
On  page  93,  Proceedings  of  the  American  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  for  1863,  we  find  this  note : 
"  Alstonia  constricta — F.  Mueller.  The  yellowish 
bitter  bark  has  a  slight  odor  of  camphor;  it  was 
described  by  C.  Palm  in  Fragmenta  Phytographice 
Australice,  in  1858-,  and  has  now  been  examined 
anatomically  by  L.  Kny  and  chemically  by  C.  Palm. 
It  contains  an  indifferent  resinous  bitter  principle 
and  an  essential  camphoric  oil." 

In  the  Pharmacographica,  for  1874,  by  Fliicki- 
ger  &  Hanbury,  page  378,  we  find  the  following 
notice : 

"  From  the  chemical  examination  of  the  bark  of 
an  allied  Australian  tree,  alstonia  constricta— F. 
Mueller,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  bitter  sub- 
stance of  alstonia  scholaris  is  not  an  alkaloid. 
The  Australian  bark  analyzed  by  Palm  in  Witt- 
stein's  laboratory  (  Vierteljahresschrift  fur  prakt. 
Pharm.,  xii.  [1863],  181),  yielded  an  amorphous, 


resinous,  bitter  body,  soluble  in  alcohol,  but  spar- 
ingly in  ether  or  water,  an  essential  oil  of  camphor- 
aceous  odor  and  tannic  matter,  striking  a  green 
hue  with  salts  of  iron.  Palm  ascertained  that  the 
bitter  principle  is  not  of  a  basic  nature.  The  Aus- 
tralian bark,  a  specimen  of  which  has  been  pre- 
sented to  us  by  Dr.  Wittstein,  is  quite  different 
from  that  of  alstonia  scholaris  in  its  structural 
characters."  In  a  foot  note  the  authors  add  :  "  It 
has  recently  been  extravgantly  praised  in  Manilla 
as  a  substitute  for  quinine." 

The  bark  exhibited  by  Messrs.  M.,  T.  &  L.  has 
no  odor  whatever,  and  contains  no  "essential 
camphoric  oil,"  or  if  it  does  the  chemists  who  an- 
alyzed the  bark  overlooked  this  important  constit- 
uent. Further,  Mr.  Charles  Mohr  {Am.  Jour. 
Phar.,  Aug.,  1879),  who  analyzed  a  specimen  of 
this  bark  given  him  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  found  in  it  two 
alkaloids  of  decided  characteristics,  one  of  which, 
the  last  eliminated,  very  much  resembles  oxalate 
of  lime  in  its  reactions.  In  Europe,  M.  Petitt  has 
examined  a  bark  which  he  calls  alstonia  constricta, 
and  from  which  he  also  derived  two  alkaloids,  the 
first  of  which  seems  to  accord  with  that  obtained  by 
Mr.  Mohr,  while  the  second  is  altogether  different 
from  the  second  obtained  by  Mohr.  Both  Mohr 
and  Petitt  agree,  however,  that  the  solutions  of 
the  salts  of  the  leading  alkaloid  present  "  a  superb 
blue  fluorescence."  Wittstein  and  Palm  report 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  the  alstonia  constricta  exam- 
ined by  them,  and  yet  could  not  have  overlooked 
such  a  phenomenon.  Moreover,  Palm  declares 
emphatically  that  the  "  bitter  principle  is  tiot  of  a 
basic  nature." 

It  is,  therefore,  certain  that  some  mistake  has 
been  made  in  labeling  the  "  Australian  fever  barks." 
There  being  about  a  dozen  species  of  alstonia 
already  known,  it  is  probable  that  the  natives 
have  not  correctly  discriminated  between  the 
species.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  alstonia  exam- 
ined by  Wittstein,  Palm  and  Kny  was  extrava- 
gantly praised  as  a  substitute  for  quinine,  and 
hence  we  may  infer  that  it,  and  that  now  shown, 
would  be  likely  to  pass  under  the  general  name  of 
"  Australian  fever  bark."  Favoring  the  notion  of 
mistakes  on  the  part  of  the  collectors  is  the  state- 
ment of  Prof.  Scudder,  who,  by  the  way,  appears 
to  be  the  real  proprietor  of  the  drug  now  offered 
at  Cincinnati,  that  it  is  carried  some  four  hundred 
miles  from  the  interior  of  Australia  on  the  backs  of 
buffaloes.  A  very  high  grade  of  botanical  accu- 
racy is  not  likely  to  obtain  in  such  localities  in 
Australia. 

When  Peruvian  bark  was  first  introduced,  it  was 
ascribed  by  Linnaeus  to  a  single  species.  By  de- 
grees, differences  were  observed  which  led  to  bo- 
tanic distinctions,  resulting,  finally,  in  the  order 
cinchonacea,  embracing  about  five  hundred  spe- 
cies, while  the  genus  cinchona  alone  now  contains 
thirty-six  species. 

In  support  of  the  claim  of  the  Cincinnati  bark 
to  the  name  alstonia  constricta  the  statement  of 
Dr.  Hooker  is  adduced.  We  all  know  how  great 
an  authority  he  is  on  Australian  botany,  but  must 
remember  that  his  opinion  is  based  simply  on  the 
inspection  of  a  small  piece  of  bark.  How  difficult, 
not  to  say  impossible,  it  would  be  to  distinguish 
between  the  hundred  or  more  species  of  oak  by  a 
small  piece  of  bark ;  but  the  difficulty  is  greater 
in  the  case  of  a  strange  and  little  known  species. 
Even  in  the  apocynum  order,  to  which  the  alstonia 
belongs,  competent  botanists  are  not  alvvays  able 
to  distinguish  between  well-known  species.  For 
example,  the  apocynum  cannabinum  is  not  and 
cannot  be  distinguished  by  the  part  employed  in 
medicine  from  the  apocynum  androsemifolium  with 
any  degree  of  certainty. —  The  Pharmacist. 
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Commercial  Impositions  on  the  Pro- 
fession.— In  the  September  number  of  the  Chi- 
cago Phar?naczst  and  Chemist  a  striking  example 
of  the  imposition  practiced  on  the  profession  by  some 
unscrupulous  drug  firms  is  mentioned.  A  circular 
issued  by  Merrell,  Thorp  &  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  is 
quoted,  advertising  alstonia  consiricta  as  an  ague 
cure,   ingeniously  intimating   that   its  great  value 


may  soon  make  it  quite  scarce,  and  offering  the 
powdered  plant  at  $1.00  per  ounce.  The  regular 
wholesale  price  in  New  York  city,  of  this  almost 
worthless  drug,  is  85  cents  to  %\  .00  per  pound ! 

It  is  a  duty  which  we  cheerfully  perform  to  put 
our  readers  on  their  guard  against  all  firms  who 
endeavor  to  exploit  the  profession  in  this  manner. 
— Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Editor's  Notes. 


New  Drugs. — Any  inquiries  you  may  wish  to 
make  concerning  the  action  of  any  new  drug,  please 
to  send  to  us ;  if  we  cannot  readily  answer  it  our- 
selves, we  will  give  it  publication.  Some  one  out 
of  our  many  thousand  readers  will  undoubtedly 
be  able  to  give  you  the  infonnation  you  wish. 

Correspondence. — If  you  have  an  unusually 


interesting  case  to  offer,  write  its  history  in  detail 
for  the  Original  Department,  to  the  extent  of,  say, 
two  pages  of  foolscap. 

If  you  wish  merely  to  express  your  opinion  gen- 
erally on  the  merits  of  a  new  remedy,  write  for 
Correspoftdence  Department,  to  the  extent  of  a 
page  of  note  paper  or  finely  written  postal  card. 


Publisher's  Notes. 


Subscriptions. 

The  subscription  price  for  New  Preparations 
for  1880  will  be  one  dollar.  Subscribers  for  1880, 
who  remit  before  January  ist,  will  receive  all  num- 
bers* for  1879  issued  subsequent  to  their  remittance, 
free  of  charge. 

Back  numbers  (1877-78),  each  10  cents.  Back 
numbers,  bound^Vols.  I  and  II — paper  cover,  40 
cents ;  board  covers,  75  cents  per  volume.  The 
January,  1878,  number  is  now  out  of  print. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  New  Preparations 
(monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical  News  (semi- 
monthly) for  one  year  to  any  address.  For  three 
dollars  and  fifty  cents,  the  NEW  Preparations 
and  Detroit  Lancet,  and  for  four  dollars,  the 
three  journals  for  one  year  to  one  address.  The 
Medical  News  alone  is  one  dollar  per  year,  and 
the  Detroit  Lancet,  three  dollars. 

About  November  15th,  send  for  our  prospectus, 
giving  reduced  prices  for  nearly  every  medical 
journal  published  in  this  country  and  Europe,  and 
for  the  leading  scientific  and  popular  literary  mag- 
azines. 

Correspondence. 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 
ent inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  complaint  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

We  shall  continue  next  year  the  reports  of  prac- 
titioners upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  no- 
tice, and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  alluded  to  m  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  of  New  Preparations 
become  subscribers,  and  hope  they  will  send  in  their 
remittances  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that  we  may 
have  our  mail  list  in  readiness  for  the  next  issue. 
By  subscribing  now  for  1 880,  you  obtain  all  the 
remaining  numbers  for  1879  free,  and  secure  that 
prompt  attention  which  it  is  impossible  to  grant  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.     When 


possible  inclose  your  pnnted  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
New  Preparations  with  many  of  them  for  a 
year,  without  extra  charge,  if  both  publications 
are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed  them- 
selves of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  publications  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Henry  C.  Lea,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  we  must  here- 
after charge  their  list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional 
for  New  Preparations,  as  they  no  longer  make 
the  usual  trade  discounts  to  any  publishers.  To 
save  you  the  annoyance  of  making  two  remittances 
we  will,  however,  be  responsible  for  your  payment 
reaching  them  if  sent  to  us  with  your  remittance 
for  New  Preparations. 

Our  prospectus,  issued  November  15,  will  con- 
tain a  list  of  premiums  and  other  matters  of  interest. 
A  new  premium  for  one  subscriber  is  a  Self- 
lighting  Pocket  Match  Safe,  in  which  a  slight 
movement  of  the  hand  opens  the  case,  throws  out 
a  match,  and  lights  it  at  the  same  moment. 
Like  all  our  premiums,  this  is  only  offered  to 
actual  subscribers  who  send  the  names  of  New 
Subscribers.  Thus,  a  physician  who  is  not  a  paid 
subscriber,  cannot  remit  $1.00  for  his  own  subscrip- 
tion, and  claim  a  premium.  But  if  he  is  already 
on  our  books  as  a  paid  subscriber  for  1879,  or  if  he 
pays  for  himself  at  the  same  time,  he  can  send  $1.00 
for  another  s  subscription,  and  claim  the  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  claim  both  the  pre7niu?n  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbing  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  wish  to  employ  agents  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Active  men,  possessing  tact  for  such  work, 
can  make  it  pay.  Traveling  men  and  all  whose 
business  brings  them  in  contact  with  physicians 
can  do  well  in  canvassing  for  us,  and  the  work 
is  easy,  honorable,  and  requires  no  capital.  Write 
to  the  publisher,  stating  your  qualifications  for  can- 
vassing and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  will  be 
glad  to  correspond  with  you.  Physicians  and  drug 
clerks,  whose  duties  will  permit  them  to  give  this 
matter  a  portion  of  their  time,  may  add  a  pleasing 
sum  to  their  income  under  our  liberal  terms.  All 
are  invited  to  communicate  with  us,  and  we  will 
furnish  sample  copies,  gratis,  and  full  information 
as  to  terms.  Now  is  a  favorable  time  for  beginning 
the  canvass  for  next  year,  as  we  offer  all  such  sub- 
scribers the  forthcoming  numbers  for  the  present 
ytdiX  free. 
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Professional  and  Business  Chances. 

Business  Chances.— Under  this  head  we  will  be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  not  more  than  four  lines  from  any  physician  or 
druggist— on  the  subscription  list  of  New  Preparations— who  wishes  to  dispose  of  his  property.  These  brief  notices  should 
state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value,  reasons  for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  offer  enables  physicians  and  druggists 
wishing  to  change  their  location  to  bring  the  matter  free  of  expense  to  the  notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to 
purchase.  The  circulation  of  New  Preparations  is  already  very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes  to  every  State 
and  Territory  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  Canada  and  Great  Britain. 

Please  note  our  request  that  each  advertiser  will  advise  us  as  soon  as  the  advertisement  has  achieved  its  purpose. 

On  account  of  limited  space,  we  will  hereafter  be  compelled  to  decline  advertisements  in  excess  of  four  lines.  Adver- 
tisers hereafter  must  name  some  address  other  than  this  journal.     (Box  641.) 


JUST  RECEIVED— An  ample  stock  of  Crude  Petroleum, 
Chaulmoogra  Oil,  Sarracenia  Flava,  and  several  new 
South  American  drugs. 

Foil  SALK  AT  A  BARGAIN.- The  good  will  and 
business  of  an  established  city  and  country  practice 
will  be  given  to  any  one  who  will  purchase  the  property, 
viz. ,  a  good  house  (10  rooms)  and  lot  pleasantly  located  in 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing  cities  in  Northwest- 
ern Peiinsylvauia;  population  6,000,  four  railroads,  best  of 
society.  Satisfactory  reasons  given  for  selling.  Terms 
easy.  Address, 
R.  P..  P.  O.  Box  950,  Corry,  Penn. 

ipOli  SALE. — A  good  location  and  well  established  prac- 
tice in  Western  Ohio,  worth  $4,000  a  year;  good  pikes, 
rich  county.  $2,500,  half  cash, will  buy  the  practice  and  one 
of  the  newest  and  nicest  and  best  improved  pieces  of  prop- 
erty in  the  village.    Those  who  have  the  cash  address 

H.  C.  Godfrey,  M.  D.,  Sidney.  O. 


T>HySICIAN'S    LOCATION.— For  sale,    in  a  thriving 

X  river  and  railroad  town  of  1,500  inhabitants.  Only 
"  regular  "  graduate  in  town.  Price,  $100  cash,  if  hbrary  is 
taken,  at  list  prices.  Wish  to  engage  in  practice  and  drugs 
trade  in  a  city.    Address, 

Jaboi-andi,  box  28,  Princeton,  Wis. 


F 


FOR  SALE. — I  offer  for  sale,  my  propert  ,  situated  in  a 
densely  populated  and  wealthy  agricultural  district, 
five  miles  from  the  city  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.  A  young  phj'sician 
can  step  into  a  good  practice  immediately,  as  there  is  no 
competition.  Address 
E.  J.  Marsh,  M.  P.,  South  West  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

FOR  SALE,  A  PRACTICE,  and  the  most  desirable 
property  in  the  city — lots  14,  15  and  16,  block  12. 
Building  containing  eleven  rooms,  two  rooms  containing 
drug  store,  and  rental  for  three  years,  at  $11  per  month — 
cost  of  property  $4,000,  will  sell  for  $2,500;  abundance  of 
water  supply,  plenty  of  fruit,  large  cellar.  Cause  for  selJ- 
ing,  wife  in  poor  health.  Population  of  city  from  1,000  to 
1,500.  Address, 
J.  M.  McLean,  M.  P.,  Pallas  City,  111.,  Hancock  Co. 

EXCHANGE. — I  have  a  large  house — four  lots  in  one 
block,  in  this  city.    Price  $3,500,  which  I  will  exchange 
for  equal  value  in  land  or  drug  store.    I  am  a  practicing 
physician  and  ex-diiiggist.    Address,  with  stamp, 
Box  1749,  Ottawa,  111. 

OR  SALE,  OR  TRADE.— Improved  property  in  he 
town  of  Commiskey,  Jennings  Co.,  Ind. ;  everything 
convenient  for  a  physician,  a  good  location.  Also,  four 
vacant  lots  in  Covington,  Ky.  will  sell  cheap  or  trade  for  a 
good  small  farm,  near  a  good  market,  either  in  Ohio,  Ind., 
or  Ky.  Good  reasons  for  selling.  For  particulars,  address. 
Dr.  J.  M.  Lyle,  or  P.  M.,  Commiskey,  Ind. 

IT'OR  SALE — A  pleasant  home,  good  practice,  no  oppo- 
sition.    Price  $1,500  ;  cash  down  $500,   balance  in  five 
years.    Also  a  partner  wanted  in  a  paying  pi-actice. 
Address,    W.  \V.  Porter,  Real  Estate  Agent,  Moberly,  Mo. 

FOR  SALE.  — A  SPLENDID  CHANCE  FOR  A 
PHYSICIAN. —  I  will  give  my  practice,  amounting  to 
from  $4,000  to  $6,000  per  year,  to  a  good  live  physician,  if  he 
will  purchase  my  property,  viz.:  a  good  house  (10  rooms)  on 
two  lots,  all  kinds  of  fruit,  barn  and  out-houses,  etc.,  for 
$3,500,  first  cost  $6,000;  in  a  city  of  10,000  inhabitants,  in  the 
oil  country  of  Pennsylvania;  four  railroads.  Reason  for 
selling;  want  to  go  to  New  York  city.  Will  remain  six  months 
as  partner;  terms  easy.  Address, 
Scalpel,  box  641,  Detroit 

HOT  SPRINGS  DRUG  STORE  FOR  SALE A  rare 
chance  for  a  live  man,  with  a  little  money.    Reason 
for  selling — business  in  Cincinnati  requires  my  whole  atten- 
tion.   Address, 
Pr.  W.  W.  Clark,  care  of  Grand  Hotel.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

IT^OR  SALE,  in  California — A  country  practice,  and 
an  improved  farm  of  40  acres,  containing  vineyard, 
orchards,  artesian  wells,  etc.,  for  sale,  or  exchange  for  a 
drug  store,  and  property,  suitable  for  an  M.  P.,  in  some 
growing  town,  in  the  West  Kentucky,  or  Texas  preferred. 
Address, 

J.  R.  Gregory,  M.  P.,  Westminster,  Los  Angeles  Co.,  Ca. 

PHYSICIAN'S  LOCATION.— For  sale  in  a  good  town 
situated  in  the  finest  valley  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  good 
property  very  low,  terms  easy,  good  practice;  satisfactory 
reason  for  selling  out.    Address, 

W.  F.  Coopper,  Brandt,  Miami  Co.,  Ohio. 


LOCATION— PHYSICIAN A  good  paying  practice, 
office,  fixtures  and  medicine,  good  two  story  dwelling 
house,  barn  and  all  necessary  outbuildings  and  two  corner 
lots  in  a  thriving  little  railroad  town  and  good  farming  com- 
munity for  $2,000,  three-fourths  cash,  balance  in  twelve 
months.  Reasons  for  selling,  want  to  go  into  the  drug  busi- 
ness. For  further  particulars  address  with  stamp, 
A.  C,  Huron,  Ind. 

PHYSICIAN— LOCATION  —A  good  location  for  a  phy- 
sician, especially  a  young  man,  in  a  country  town; 
splendid  farming  district  all  around,  nearest  town  ten  miles. 
Wish  to  sell  only  office  and  practice.  Reasons  for  selling, 
must  attend  to  other  business.    Address, 

P.  O.  Box  7,  New  Bedford,  Bureau  Co.,  111. 


FOR  SALE— A  practice  worth  $6,000  per  annum  (and  worth 
much  more  if  night  business  is  attended  to)  in  a  lively 
northern  city  on  Mississippi  river;  or  will  sell  a  half  interest 
in  business.    For  particulars  address,  with  stamp, 

"M.  D,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


FOR  SALE— A  paying  drug  store  located  in  best  part  of 
Cumberland  Valley,  Pa.,  within  twenty  miles  of  Harris- 
burgh.     Stock,  $1,500  cash;   fixtures  belong  to    building. 
Address, 
Jalap,  Oakville,  Pa. 

YOUNG  PHYSICIAN— I  wiU  sell  you  my  practice,  house 
(new  and  large),  barn,  one  half  acre  of  land,  fruit  trees, 
good  well,  etc.,  for  $4.50,  cost  $600.  Reason,  wish  to  locate  at 
a  distance  with  another  practitioner.  Good  practice.  Terms 
easy.   Address,  J.  S.  Seeley,  M.  P.,  Cordova.  Minn. 


iT^OR  SALE— An  office,  drugs,  instruments,  horse  and 
carriage,  outfit  complete;  business  $3,000  a  year.  15,000 
population.  I  wish  to  remove  to  California.  This  is  a  fine 
opening  for  an  eclectic. 

Prof.  R.  R.  Hall,  M.  P.,  Aurora,  III. 


A  GOOD  OPENING  for  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  a 
growing  cou  utry  village  of  about  5,000  inhabitants,  a  No. 
1  house  with  barn,  worth  about  $4,000.    Satisfactory  reasons 
given  for  selhng  or  exchanging. 
Dr.  W.  J.  Wilcox,  Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y. 

A  FINE  CHANCE  TO  MAKE  MONEY.— We  will  sell 
our  stock  of  drugs  and  fixtures,  valued  at  $1,200,  at 
two-thirds  invoice  with  ten  per  cent  off  for  all  cash  advanced. 
Time  will  be  given  on  part  if  desired .    Location  is  one  of  the 
best  in  north-east  Indiana.    Good  reasons  for  selling. 
Address,  S.  &  B.,  box  100,  Decatur,  Ind. 


DRUG  STORE  FOR  SALE— Business  good,  will  turn 
over  a  practice  worth  $3,000  per  annum  to  purchaser — 
bad  health.    Address, 

A.  P.  Reed,  M.  D.,  Allenville,  Cape  Co.,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE — An  established  location,  good  house,  stables, 
office,  three-fourths  acre  of  land,  fruit,  etc.,  in  nice  vil- 
lage, good  roads,  good  country.  Price,  $1,000,  half  cash.  I 
wish  to  go  west.    For  particulars,  address, 

J.  A.  Comstock,  M.  D.,  Marietta,  Shelby  Co.,  Ind. 


FT'OR  SALE — Physician's  residence,  three  lots,  office,  sta- 
ble, etc.,  in  a  Quaker  neighborhood,  Ogden,  Ind.    Price 
$1,003  on  longtime;  for  cash,  less.    Address, 

E.  N.  TuU,  M.  D.,  Fairland,  Ind. 


FOR  SALE — A  drug  store  estabhshed  thirty  years,  west 
end  of  the  city.    Price  $1,200 — $500  cash,  balance  to  suit 
purchaser.    Address, 

Dr.  I.  B.  Moore,  1924  Pennsylvania  Ave., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

QITUATION  WANTED Young  man  with  three  years' 

O  experience  wishes  situation  as  clerk  in  a  drug  store. 
Strictly  temperate.  References  from  last  employer.  Ad- 
dress 

C.  H.  Willard,  Friendship,  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y. 

WANTED  TO  FORM  A  PARTNERSHIP  with  some 
experienced  physician,  who  has  a  lar^e  practice.    Can 
give  good  references  as  to  character  and  ability.  For  further 
information  address 
Medicus,  box  70,  Lisbon,  Linn  Co.,  Iowa. 

13HYSICIAN'S   LOCATION.  —  Anv   regular  graduate 
-     desiring  a  good  location  immediately,  on  most  favorable 
terms,  can  learn  of  one  with  particulars,  by  addressing 
Box  57,  Davison  Station,  Genesee  Co.,  Michigan. 

FOR  SALE,  immediately;  location,  mare,  sulky,  harness, 
medicine,  all  the  et  ceteras  to  start  a  young  man  In 
practice.  I  think  the  mare  alone  worth  $300  ;  will  take  $350 
for  all.    Want  to  go  West.    Correspond  with 

Pr.  Wm.  Wood,  Malta,  Morgan  Co.,  Ohio. 
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[From  Medicinal  Plants,  Bentley  and  Trimen,  Part  26.] 

Alstonia  Scholaris.* 

iV.  ord.  Apocyneae.  Lindl.,  Veg.  Kingd.,  p.  599;  Le  Maout 
and  Dec,  p.  548. 

Tribe  Plumerieae. 

Genus  Alstonia,t  R.  Br.  B.  &  H.,  Gen.,  ii,  p.  705.  There  are 
30  species,  natives  of  the  tropics  of  the  old  world. 

R.  Brown,  in  Mem.  Werner.  See,  i,  p.  76  (1811). 

Chatium,  Satium  (India). 

Syn.    Echites  scholaris,  Linn.     A.  cuneata.  Wall. 

Figures.  Rheede,  Hort,  Malabar.,  i,  t.  45;  Rumph.,  Herb. 
Amboin.,  ii,  t.  82;  Wight,  Ic.  Plant.  Ind.,  ii,  t.  422;  Beddome, 
FI.  Sylvatica,  t.  342. 

DESCRIPTION. 

TREE  attaining  a  height  of  40-60,  or  even 
80  feet,  with  a  tall  trunk  and  spreading 
whorled  branches;  bark  dark  gray,  un- 
even, and  rough,  with  many  lenticels  on 
the  younger  branches.  Leaves  in  whorls  of  5-7, 
spreading,  very  shortly  stalked,  4-8  inches  long, 
lanceolate  or  obovate-oblong,  bluntly  acuminate, 
entire,  tapering  below,  coriaceous,  midrib  very 
prominent  beneath,  lateral  veins  numerous,  trans- 
verse, parallel,  quite  smooth,  green  and  shining 
above,  pale  and  dull  beneath.  Flowers  small, 
shortly  stalked,  in  small  clusters,  combined  into 
compact  long-peduncled  rounded  paniculate  cymes, 
8-12  of  which  are  arranged  in  large  stalked  umbels, 
one  or  more  of  which  terminate  the  branchlets ; 
bracts  opposite,  or  whorled,  ovate  and  with  the 
branches  pilose  with  fulvous  hairs.  Calyx  cup- 
shaped,  deeply  divided  into  5,  rounded,  very  obtuse, 
pubescent,  imbricate  lobes.  Corolla  greenish- 
white,  the  tube  4  or  5  times  the  length  of  the  calyx, 
lined  throughout  with  close  reversed  hairs,  narrow 
and  glabrous  outside  below,  inflated  and  pilose  at 
the  top,  greatly  contracted  at  the  mouth,  which  is 
closed  by  a  tuft  of  strong  hairs,  limb  scarcely  X 
inch  across,  divided  into  5  ovate,  rather  truncate, 
flat,  spreading  lobes,  hairy  on  both  sides,  and  con- 


*The  "lignum  scholare  ;"  so  called  from  the  use  of  the  wood 
for  making  the  writing  tablets  used  in  schools  (see  Rumph.,  Herb. 
Amboyn.,  ii,  p.  247). 

+  In  honor  of  Dr.  Charles  Alston,  Professor  of  Botany  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  who  died  in  1760. 


volute  in  aestivation.  Stamens  5,  inserted  in  the 
inflated  portion  of  the  corolla  tube  and  alternating 
with  its  lobes,  filaments  very  short,  anthers  pointed, 
sagittate,  2-celled,  introrse,  dehiscing  longitudi- 
nally. Pistil  composed  of  two  carpels,  ovaries 
slightly  united,  densely  covered  with  white  hairs, 
style  single,  long,  filiform,  thickened  at  the  summit, 
and  dilated  into  a  double  rounded  knob  immedi- 
ately beneath  the  two  short  filiform  stigmas.  Fruit 
of  two  (one  by  abortion)  cylindrical,  pendulous, 
somewhat  divaricate,  linear,  slender,  smooth, 
brown  follicles,  6-12  inches  long,  hanging  in  clus- 
ters. Seeds  very  numerous,  oblong,  dorsally  com- 
pressed, -f^  inch  long,  pale  orange,  slightly  rough, 
marked  down  one  surface  with  a  shallow  furrow 
with  the  minute  hilum  in  the  centre,  furnished  at 
both  ends  with  long,  radiating,  silky,  pale  orange 
hairs  (coma) ;  embryo  straight  in  the  axis  of  the 
endosperm,  with  a  superior  radicle  and  flat  oblong 
cotyledons. 

HABITAT. 

This  fine  forest  tree  is  common  throughout  In- 
dia, and  extends  to  Ceylon,  Burmah,  Java,  the 
Philippines,  New  Guinea,  and  Queensland  in  Aus- 
tralia ;  it  is  also  found  in  Western  Tropical  Africa. 
It  flowers  in  December  to  March.  A  bitter  milky 
juice  fills  the  tree.  There  is  a  plant  in  the  Royal 
Gardens  at  Kew. 

DC.  Prod.,  viii,  p.  408;  Brandis,  Forest  Flora,  p.  lae- 
Benth.,  Fl.  Austral.,  iv,  p.  312.  )  f  J  3. 

OFFICIAL   PART   AND   NAME. 

Alstonias  Cortex ;  the  bark  (I.  P.)  It  is  not 
official  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  or  the  Phar- 
macopoeia of  the  United  States.  Its  local  name  in 
India  is  Satween. 

GENERAL   CHARACTERS   AND   COMPOSITION. 

Alstonia  bark,  or  as  it  is  termed  by  the  natives 
of  the  Philippines  Dita  bark,  is  found  in  irregular, 
more  or  less  twisted  pieces,  with  a  spongy  texture,' 
and  varying  usually  in  thickness  from  about  y%  to 
Yz  an  inch ;  it  breaks  easily  with  a  short  coarse 
fracture.  Its  external  surface  is  very  rough  and 
uneven,  and  of  a  dark  gray  or  brownish  hue ;  within 
this  the  substance  of  the  bark  generally,  as  well  as 
its  inner  surface,  is  of  a  bright  buff  color.  It  has 
a  very  pure  bitter  taste,  being  neither  aromatic  nor 
acrid  ;  but  is  devoid  of  any  marked  odor. 

A  few  years  since,  Gruppe,  a  pharmacien  of 
Manilla,  obtained  from  this  bark  an  uncrystalliz- 
able,  very  hygroscopic,  bitter  substance,  to  which 
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he  gave  the  name  ditain.  The  bark  was  found  to 
yield  about  two  per  cent  of  this  principle,  which 
he  regarded  as  its  active  constituent,  and  when 
tried  at  Manilla  was  said  to  be  a  perfect  substitute 
for  quinine.  M.  Hildwein  afterwards  found  that 
this  ditain  was  by  no  means  a  pure  principle,  but 
apparently  a  mixture  of  crystallizable  substances 
and  coloring  matter.  Ditain  was  subsequently  ex- 
amined by  Gorup-Besanez,  who  obtained  from  it 
a  very  small  quantity  of  a  crystallizable  substance, 
which  appeared  to  possess  all  the  characters  of  an 
alkaloid.  J.  Jobst  and  A.  Hesse,  who  have  still 
more  recently  conducted  a  very  thorough  chemical 


DESCRIPTION   OF   PLATE. 

Drawn  from  specimens  in  the  Kew  Herbarium 
collected  in  Travancore  and  Kumaon. 

1.  End  of  a  flowering  branch. 

2.  A  flower  bud. 

3.  Section  of  a  flower. 

4.  Anther. 

5.  Ovary. 

6.  Upper  part  of  style  and  stigmas. 

7.  Fruit. 

8.  A  seed. 

9.  Transverse  section  of  the  same. 
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investigation  of  dita  bark,  have  succeeded  in  iso- 
lating an  alkaloid,  which  they  have  named  dita- 
mzne.  They  believe  that  the  alkaloid  extracted 
from  ditain  by  Gorup-Besanez  to  be  identical  with 
ditamine.  The  very  small  quantity  of  alkaloid  ob- 
tained by  the  latter  chemist  from  ditain  corresponds 
also  with  the  results  of  their  experiments  upon  dita 
bark.  They  also  believe,  that  as  a  material  for  the 
preparation  of  its  characteristic  alkaloidal  salts, 
dita  bark  has  no  future  before  it ;  and  further, 
that  if  its  antifebrile  action  be  generally  estab- 
lished, this  action  could  hardly  be  attributed  to 
the  small  quantity  of  alkaloid  it  contains. 

MEDICAL   PROPERTIES   AND    USES. 

In  India  and  in  the  Philippines,  alstonia  bark  is 
regarded  as  a  valuable  antiperiodic  and  tonic.  It 
has  also  been  reputed  to  possess  anthelmintic 
properties.  Recently,  as  already  stated,  the  so- 
called  ditain  has  been  extravagantly  vaunted  in 
Manilla  as  a  substitute  for  quinine.  Waring  says 
that  it  has  proved  valuable  in  chronic  diarrhoea 
and  in  the  advanced  stages  of  dysentery.  It  has 
also  been  regarded  as  an  efficient  remedy  in  debil- 
ity after  fevers  and  other  exhausting  diseases. 
According  to  Waring,  it  is  a  remedy  of  consider- 
able promise. 

Pharmacographia,  p.  378  ;  Gibson,  in  Pharm.  Journ.,  ser.  i,  vol. 
xii,  p.  422 ;  Waring,  Pharmacopoeia  of  India,  p.  137 ;  Pharm. 
Journ.,  ser.  3,  vol.  iv,  p.  70;  Jobst  &  Hesse,  in  Pharm.  Journ. 
ser.  3,  vol.  VI,  p.  142,  from  Annalen  der  Chemie,  vol.  clxxviii,  p. 
49;  Proc.  Amer.  Pharm.  Ass.,  vol.  xxii,  pp.  iii  and  273,  from  N. 
Rep.  Ph.,  1873,  Nos.  8-9,  pp.  561-563;  Proc.  Amer.  Pharm.  Ass., 
vol.  xxiv,  pp.  136  and  366,  from  N.  Rep.  Ph.,  No.  2,  1876,  pp.  76- 
106. 
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Cascara  Sagrada  and   Berberis  Aqui- 
folium. 

By  J.  W.  Van  Winkle,  M.  D.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

WAS  first  induced  to  try  the  above  new  remedies 
as  a  last  resort  in  a  case  of  habitual  constipa- 
tion. 

November,  1878,  Miss  K.,  aged  24,  of  regular 
habit,  called,  complaining  of  abdominal  disten- 
sion, pressure  or  weight  in  the  perineum,  urine 
scanty,  complexion  sallow,  skin  harsh  and  dry,  fre- 
quent attacks  of  headache,  with  severe  paroxysms 
of  neuralgia,  the  act  of  defecation  occurring  once 
in  three  or  four  days,  and  requiring  violent  strain- 
ing, the  excrement  being  pale,  clay-like  and  very 
offensive,  and  patient  complaining  of ,  a  hemor- 
rhoidal protrusion  after  defecation. 

I  prescribed  first,  after  rising,  citrate  of  mag- 
nesia, followed  by  a  breakfast  of  oat-meal,  or 
cracked  wheat  and  milk,  with  lime  water,  and  a 
cup  of  tea  or  coffee.  For  dinner,  fish,  mutton  or 
poultry,  with  few  vegetables  and  no  pastry.  A 
light  supper,  consisting  principally  of  milk,  follow- 
ing each  meal  with  lacto-peptin,  bismuth  and  soda 
aa.  grs.  iij,  directing  the  patient  to  take  regular  ex- 
ercise in  the  open  air,  to  make  regular  sittings  at 
stool  once  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  following 
pill  was  also  given : 

B.     Ext.  aloes,  grs.  _xv. 

Ext.  nucis  vomicae,  grs.  iij. 
Ext.  hyoscyami,  grs.  x. 
Pulv.  ipecac,  gr.  j. 

M.    Fiat  pills  No.  x.   S.  One  pill  at  bed-time. 
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After  a  week  of  this  treatment  a  rest  was  taken, 
and  the  constipation  immediately  returned  as  se- 
vere as  ever,  when  an  enema  was  resorted  to.  I 
then  prescribed : 

5.     Ferri  carb.  "  Vallets," 

Quinise  sulphatis,  aa  3  ss, 
Ext.  nucis  vomicae,  grs.  v. 
Ext.  colocy.  comp.,  3j. 
Ext.  gentianse,  3  ss. 

M.  Fiat  pill.  No.  xxx.  S.  One  pill  half  hour 
after  each  meal. 

This  also  failed,  and  I  afterwards  tried  many  of 
the  common  remedies  of  the  day  for  constipation, 
which  as  often  resulted  in  failure,  and  after  four 
months  of  this  kind  of  treatment,  I  found  my  pa- 
tient discouraged,  and  myself  perplexed  and  dis- 
heartened. In  my  desperation  I  resolved  to  try 
cascara,  and  after  reading  all  the  literature  on  the 
subject  I  could  find  in  New  Preparations,  I 
prescribed,  April,  1879: 

3.    FI.  ext.  cascarae  sagradae,  |j. 
FI.  ext.  berberis  aquifol.,  Jss. 
Syr.  pruni  Virginiani,  5  'SS. 
Ext.  hyoscyami,  fld.,  J  iss. 

M.    S.   Teaspoonful  three  times  per  day. 

After  a  few  days  the  dose  was  gradually  dimin- 
ished until  only  a  teaspoonful  was  taken  at  bed- 
time, and  one  repetition  of  this  prescription  cured 
my  patient  entirely  of  constipation,  headache  and 
neuralgia,  and  only  a  few  days  ago  she  informed 
me  that  she  had  not  taken  a  particle  of  medicine 
since  April ;  that  she  was  now  able  to  satisfy  her 
appetite  as  to  variety  of  food  without  inconveni- 
ence, and  that  she  never  felt  better  in  her  life. 

Case  No.  2.  Mr.  M.,  a  farmer,  about  middle 
life.  Habitual  constipation,  with  marked  palpita- 
tion of  the  heart.    I  prescribed  : 

3-     FI.  ext.  cascarae  sagradae, 
FI.  ext.  berberis  aquifol., 
Elix.  simplex,  aa  5  J- 
Tinct.  nucis  vomicae,  gtts.  xxiv. 
Tinct.  digitalis,  3  j. 

M.     S.    Teaspoonful  three  times  per  day. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  follow  this  treatment 
long.  In  less  than  a  week  the  dose  was  reduced 
to  one  teaspoonful  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
the  recovery  seemed  complete. 

Case  No.  3.  An  old  German  saloon-keeper,  liv- 
ing in  one  of  the  worst  malarial  districts  of  the 
city.  Diagnosis,  chronic  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  with 
gastro-enteritis. 

3.     Fl.  ext.  cascarx  sagradae,  3  ij. 
FI.  ext.  berberis  aquifol.,  5ss. 
Syr.  pruni  Virginiani,  5  j- 
Acidi  hydrocyan.,  dil.  3  j. 
Morph.  sulph.,  grs.  ij. 

M.     Sig.  Teaspoonful  three  times  per  day. 

This  treatment  was  continued  for  several  weeks 
with  the  best  of  results,  and  the  patient  dis- 
charged, much  improved.  But  I  doubt  the  possi- 
bility of  bringing  about  a  perfect  cure  in  this  case 
with  any  remedy,  without  a  change  of  location  and 
a  diminution  of  the  daily  allowance  of  stimulants. 

Case  No.  4.  Mr.  George  W.,  a  railroad  con- 
ductor, aged  about  55.  Chronic  varicose  ulcer  on 
posterior  surface  of  the  left  leg,  about  one  inch 
above  the  ankle  joint — an  old  ulcer  of  twenty 
•  years'  standing,  with  a  gangrenous  appearance,  the 
induration  of  tissues  about  an  inch  in  diameter, 
with  a  cup-shaped  cavity  and  very  offensive  odor. 

Mr.  W.,  during  the  past  twenty  years,  has  been 
under  the  care  of  some  of  our  ablest  surgeons, 
with  but  very  little  benefit,  owing,  doubtless,  largely 


to  the  fact  that  his  occupation  keeps  him  upon  his 
feet  most  of  the  time.     Prescribed  : 

3.     Fl.  ext.  cascarae  sagradae,  JJj- 
Fl.  ext.  berberis  aquifolium,  Jj. 
Syr.  pruni  Virginiani,  J  iss. 
Sol.  acidi  arseniosi,  3  ss. 

M.    S.  Teaspoonful  three  times  per  day. 

8-     Fl.  ext.  eucalypti  globuli,  5ss. 
Vaseline,  5  ij. 

M.    Ung.  S.  As  directed. 

After  filling  the  cavity  of  the  ulcer  with  this  oint- 
ment, and  covering  it  with  the  absorbent  cotton 
and  a  light  bandage,  I  directed  the  patient  to  re- 
peat theapplicatioh  night  and  morning,  and  return 
in  one  week. 

The  result  was  beyond  the  expectation  of  either 
patient  or  physician.  The  offensive  odor  had  all 
disappeared,  and  the  whole  appearance  of  the 
ulcer  had  changed.  Healthy  granulations  were 
now  forming,  and  the  patient's  general  health  had 
commenced  to  improve. 

This  treatment  is  still  being  continued,  with  the 
most  gratifying  results. 


Piscidia  Erythrina  (Jamaica  Dogwood). 

By  George  William  Winterburn,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

THE  Jamaica  dogwood  is  a  deciduous  tree 
(nat.  ord.  Leguminosd),  about  the  size  of  the 
apple  tree,  indigenous  in  the  Antilles,  where  it  is 
extensively  distributed,  flourishing  chiefly  in  the 
lowlands,  and  on  calcareous  and  volcanic  soil  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  coast.  It  bears  a  handsome  flower 
in  April,  the  leaves  not  appearing  until  the  subsi- 
dence of  the  inflorescence. 

The  root-bark  is  the  part  used  in  medicine.  It 
should  be  gathered  during  inflorescence,  otherwise 
it  is  unreliable.  It  has  a  feeble  odor,  but  is  strongly 
acrimonious,  and  produces  a  burning  sensation  in 
the  mouth  and  pharynx. 

The  active  principle  is  a  resinoid,  soluble  only  in 
strong  alcohol. 

The  bark  is  used  as  a  fish-poison  in  the  An- 
tilles. It  quickly  destroys  life  in  the  smaller  kind, 
and  stupefies  and  often  destroys  even  the  largest 
fish.  It  has  a  stronger  soporific  influence  on  ani- 
malculae  than  opium,  which  it  closely  resembles  in 
certain  particulars. 

Physiological  Effects. — In  order  to  test  the  value 
and  mode  of  action  of  this  drug  I  made  six  ex- 
periments on  myself,  taking  on  three  occasions 
drop  doses  every  two  minutes  of  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.'s  fluid  extract  up  to  forty  drops,  and  on  the 
other  three  trials  a  half-drachm,  one  and  two 
drachms  respectively.  The  effects  produced  may 
be  thus  summarized : 

It  is  a  cerebro-spinal  drug,  expending  its  influ- 
ence almost  entirely  upon  the  nervous  system. 

It  causes  at  first  increased  activity  of  the  cere- 
brum. This  is  shortly  followed  by  a  dazed  feel- 
ing. The  thoughts  become  confused.  It  is  hard 
to  recollect  to  take  the  next  dose  at  the  proper 
time — forgetfulness  merging  into  obliviousness. 
There  is  violent,  itching  pain  in  the  upper  portion 
of  the  medulla  oblongata,  with  nervous  trembling 
all  over. 

It  causes  burning  soreness  in  the  eyes,  with 
lachrymation,  and  heat  in  the  internal  structure. 
The  eyes  look  wild  and  staring,  and  are  in  con- 
stant movement.  There  is  excoriation  in  the 
nares  posteriores,  with  sneezing  and  coryza. 
There  is  also  aching  pain  in  the  temples,  and 
in  the  right  ear,  extending  down  into  the  right 
jaw. 
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It  produces  a  burning  sensation  in  the  whole  buc- 
cal cavity,  especially  on  the  tongxie  and  roof  of  the 
mouth,  with  soreness  in  the  submaxillary  glands. 

The  throat  is  excoriated,  dry  and  tickling,  and 
there  is  constant  eructations  of  wind,  with  aching 
pains  in  the  abdomen. 

It  causes  a  prickling  sensation  at  the  root  of  the 
penis,  with  violent  erections. 

It  induces  labored  breathing,  with  pain  in  the 
sternum,  and  dull,  aching  pain  in  the  fifth  inter- 
costal space;  pain  in  ,the  kidneys  and  aching 
in  the  lumbar  nerves ;  opisthotonos,  with  aching 
in  the  spine.  The  same  aching  pain  is  finally  felt 
in  the  right  arm  and  right  shoulder  and  right  back, 
going  on  to  paralysis  of  the  entire  right  side,  in- 
cluding the  right  half  of  the  head. 

There  is  intense  excitation  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, causing  a  hot  flush  over  the  entire  body,  the 
pulse  is  increased  ten  or  fifteen  pulsations,  with 
pain  in  the  heart  and  restlessness,  which,  how- 
ever, is  quickly  succeeded  by  the  olaliviousness  al- 
ready mentioned. 

Piscidia  is  therefore  a  powerful  drug,  but  occu- 
pies but  a  hmited  field,  within  which,  however,  it 
promises  to  be  of  positive  value. 

Piscidia  differs  from  stiychnia  in  possessing  more 
influence  on  the  cerebrum  and  less  on  the  spinal 
cord.  In  strychnia  poisoning  the  patient  retains 
clearness  of  intellect  to  the  last,  while  in  that  from 
piscidia  he  passes  early  into  the  stage  of  oblivious- 
ness. Strychnia  causes  death  by  the  firm  clutch  it 
obtains  on  the  pectoralis  muscles,  suspending 
respiration.  Piscidia,  on  the  other  hand,  produces 
death  by  the  violent  ner\'Ous  excitation  which  it 
causes.  After  death  by  strychnia  the  heart  is  con- 
tracted and  empty.  Death  caused  by  piscidia 
leaves  the  heart  dilated,  flaccid,  and  empty. 

The  action  of  opium  and  piscidia  are  similar, 
but  not  identical.  The  former  is  much  more 
apt  to  produce  headache,  nausea,  and  other  dis- 
agreeable symtoms  than  the  latter.  In  opium  poi- 
soning the  eyes  are  contracted  and  excited,  under 
piscidia  they  become  dilated  and  staring.  Bella- 
donna affects  the  system  somewhat  analogously  to 
piscidia,  but  the  former  is  much  more  violent, 
causing  furious  delirium,  somnambulism,  and  acute 
mania,  as  well  as  tetanus,  like  strj'chnia  and  bru- 
cia. 

Belladonna  antidotes  acute  poisoning  by  opium 
and  its  preparations.  Piscidia,  on  the  other  hand, 
counteracts  the  evil  effects  of  long-continued  use 
of  opium,  as  in  the  opium  habit. 

Belladonna  causes  dryness  of  the  skin,  piscidia 
profuse  diaphoresis  ;  both  acting  through  the  ner- 
vous system. 

Therapeutics — The  fluid  extract  of  piscidia  may 
be  used  to  advantage  in  several  forms  of  cutaneous 
disorder.  Applied  topically  full  strength  by  means 
of  a  camel's  hair  pencil  to  tinea  capitis,  tinea  de- 
calvans,  mentagra,  favus,  scabies,  pityriasis,  and 
other  parasitic  disorders  it  quickly  destroys  the 
cause  of  the  disease.  Diluted  one  part  to  ten  of 
water  it  will  be  found  very  effectual  in  controlling 
the  discharge  from  ulcerations,  and  in  promoting 
the  cure. 

Its  most  valuable  therapeutic  use,  however,  is  in 
assuaging  nervous  pain  and  producing  sleep.  I 
gave,  to  a  patient  suffering  most  intensely  with 
cranial  neuralgia,  which  caused  him  to  roll  back- 
ward and  forward  in  the  bed  in  agony : 

9-     Fluid  Ext.  piscidiae  eryth.,  1H,xv. 

Aquae  dist.,  5  J- 

• 

In  ten  minutes  he  was  lying  quietly,  although 
still  suffering  greatly.  Fifteen  minutes  after  the 
first  dose  I  gave  hiin  five  minims  more,  and  in  a 
few  moments  he  broke  out  in  profuse  perspiration, 


and  went  off  to  sleep.  He  awoke  ten  hours  after, 
entirely  free  from  pain,  but  with  a  sense  of  sore- 
ness over  the  whole  scalp.  His  exclamation  on 
seeing  me  was :  "  Doctor,  I  could  not  have  be- 
lieved that  any  medicine  could  have  given  me  such 
quick  relief." 

Patients  suffering  from  otalgia,  odontalgia, 
sprains  and  contusions  have  alike  received  com- 
fort and  rest. 

Piscidia  does  not  seem  to  produce  sleep  when 
given  to  a  healthy  person  in  medicinal  doses ;  but 
when  for  any  reason  the  system  is  exhausted  by 
pain,  piscidia  causes  quiet,  natural  sleep,  although 
in  many  cases  the  pain  re-asserts  itself  when  the 
patient  awakes.  On  awaking  from  the  sleep  in- 
duced by  piscidia  the  mind  is  clear,  cheerful,  and 
hopeful,  and  there  is  none  of  the  depression  and 
languor  which  is  experienced  from  opium  prepara- 
tions. 

Insomnia  associated  with  fevers,  inflammatory 
or  specific,  often  wears  out  the  strength  of  the  pa- 
tient. This  dangerous  symptom  may  be  removed 
by  the  judicious  use  of  piscidia,  and  so  save  an 
almost  hopeless  case. 

In  chorea,  and  even  in  epilepsy,  it  will  often  do 
much  good.  In  five-minim  doses  I  have  found  it 
to  mitigate  the  distressing  symptoms  of  chorea, 
and  in  connection  with  the  use  of  agaricus  musca- 
rius  it  has  apparently  cured  one  very  severe  case. 
Used  alone  in  other  cases  it  has  improved  sleep, 
appetite  and  mental  equipoise,  and  reduced  the  se- 
verity of  the  spasmodic  movements. 

A  case  of  cancer  of  the  breast,  in  which  the  in- 
tense pain  produced  almost  complete  insomnia,  has 
been  greatly  relieved  by  occasional  doses. 

In  opisthotonos,  with  aching  in  the  spine,  aching 
pain  in  the  cerebellum,  and  intense  excitation  of 
the  nervous  system,  it  has  proved  curative. 

An  aged  man,  in  otherwise  excellent  health, 
where  there  was  no  loss  of  sexual  feeling  and  the 
semen  was  normal,  but  who  suffered  from  loss  of 
muscular  power  in  the  penis,  has  been  quite  re- 
stored by  drop  doses  every  hour  for  a  week.  Pis- 
cidia has  no  influence  on  the  testicles,  and  will  be 
of  no  advantage  in  impotence  or  loss  of  virility, 
but  in  alternation  with  nux  vomica,  it  will  often 
assist  this  latter  remedy  by  increasing  muscular 
power. 

Paralysis  of  the  right  side,  preceded  by  nervous 
aching  in  the  part,  would  probably  be  benefited  by 
this  drug.  Choreic  cases  where  the  disease  espe- 
cially afflicts  the  right  side,  are  more  amenable  to 
piscidia  than  where  the  reverse  is  true. 

In  the  early  stage  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
before  effusion  has  taken  place,  piscidia  will  be 
found  of  value,  but  it  will  not  supersede  other 
remedies. 

Piscidia  will  not  be  found  of  value  in  any  dis- 
ease arising  otherwise  than  from  the  nervous  cen- 
ters. 

November  3d,  1879. 


Report  on  Several  New  Remedies. 

By  M.  R.  MoRDEN,  M.  D.,  Adrian,  Mich. 

FOR  very  good  reasons  I  had,  until  two  years 
ago,  a  scepticism  and  prejudice  toward  so- 
called  "  New  Remedies,"  and  was  not  at  all  in- 
clined to  countenance  any  person  who  made  them  a 
specialty.  But  for  what  I  regarded  as  good,  and 
now  regard  as  still  better  reasons,  I  was  induced 
to  try  a  few  of  them  in  cases  where  I  had  very 
often  found  old  methods  and  old  remedies  to  be  of 
little  avail. 

There  are  three  or  four  "  New  Remedies  "  that  I 
have  made  fair  and  very  considerable  trial  of,  and  I 
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am  confident  that  a  permanent  place  for  them  in  the 
materia  medica  of  the  future  is  assured.  I  would 
consider  it  a  great  loss  in  practice  to  be  deprived 
of  their  use.  The  articles  I  refer  to  are  viburnum 
prunifolium,  cascara  sagrada  and  yerba  santa.  Of 
the  black  haw,  though  sometimes  it  disappoints,  I 
must  say  it  is  generally  efficient,  and  its  effects  are 
sometimes  magical.  I  can  scarcely  say  in  which 
of  the  two  cases  it  is  the  more  useful,  dysmenor- 
rhoea,  or  threatened  abortion.  Until  I  used  it,  1  do 
not  call  to  mind  a  single  instance  where  I  ever 
succeeded  in  preventing  abortion  or  miscarriage, 
when  once  fairly  threatened.  By  means  of  it  I  have 
succeeded,  I  believe,  in  such  preventions,  at  least 
in  ten  or  twelve  cases.  I  recommend  it  with  much 
confidence  in  all  forms  of  irritation,  and  even  in 
inflammation  and  congestion  affecting  the  female 
organs  of  reproduction,  often,  of  course,  as  an  ad- 
juvant only  to  other  means. 

Cascara  sagrada  in  moderate  doses,  is,  I  believe, 
the  best  single  remedy  for  costiveness  yet  intro- 
duced into  practice.  For  women,  and  persons  of 
sedentary  habits,  I  combine  it  with  nitro-muriatic 
acid,  and  sometimes  add  i-4oth  grain  doses  of 
strychnia.  I  at  first  condemned  the  fl.  ex.  for  its 
taste,  and  decided  that  there  was  urgent  need  for 
an  elixir  of  it.  Since  then  I  have  received  cascara 
cordial,  and  tried  it  in  upwards  of  30  cases.  It  is 
too  weak  for  drachm  doses,  and  I  thmk  more  of 
the  base  can  be  used  and  not  much  injure  its 
claims  for  elegance. 

I  have  a  good  opinion  of  yerba  santa  in  chronic 
or  slow  forms  of  inflammations  of  the  respiratory 
tract.  If  given  early,  I  think  it  will  often  disap- 
point. The  earlier  stages  can  best  be  treated  with 
ammoniacal  salts,  especially  carbonate  and  muriate, 
or  potass,  chlorate,  in  combination  with  comp. 
syrup  squills,  ipecac,  senega,  or  other  well-known 
expectorants.  Later,  the  yerba  santa  will  be  found 
highly  useful,  and  especially  so  if  there  is  consider- 
able expectoration,  with  cough  and  hoarseness. 
In  my  first  experience  with  it  I  was  cured  of  a  most 
stubborn  laryngitis,  that  was  aggravated  by  much 
night  riding.  It  promptly  restored  my  voice, 
which  had  been  very  imperfect  for  several  weeks. 
My  favorite  way  of  prescribing  it  is  with  ext.  malt — 
15  to  25  gtts.  in  one  or  two  drachms  of  malt,  three 
to  six  times  a  day. 

Of  other  new  remedies,  I  would  briefly  state, 
from  very  limited  experience,  as  follows :  I  tried 
fairly  grindelia  robusta  in  three  cases  of  hay  asthma, 
and  it  proved  utterly  worthless,  and  in  one  case 
positively  mischievous. 

I  gave  rhus  aromatica  in  five  cases  of  inconti- 
nence of  urine  in  children  and  young  persons  ;  results 
not  flattering,  but  seemed  to  benefit  in  three  of  the 
cases. 

Berberis  aquifolium  I  have  tried  in  a  few  cases  of 
scaly  skin  affections,  with  no  very  marked  results. 

Caroba,  in  three  cases  of  tertiary  syphilis,  locally 
to  ulcers,  and  internally,  seemed  to  produce  excel- 
lent effects. 

Goto  bark  in  a  few  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery, did  not  give  as  good  satisfaction  as  older  and 
well-known  remedies. 

Damiana  in  the  few  cases  tried,  did  not  yield  re- 
sults I  had  hoped  for. 

Jamaica  dogwood,  in  two  cases  of  facial  neuralgia, 
from  bad  teeth,  gave  remarkably  good  results ;  in  one 
case  fair  results,  and  in  another  completely  failed. 
In  this  connection  I  have  to  relate  that  through 
mistake,  I  took,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  about  1 5 
or  20  drops.  Although  a  little  excited,  I  called  in 
a  friend,  and  concluded  to  await  results.  My  pulse 
remained  about  normal,  though  I  felt  immediately 
a  warming,  stimulated  and  rather  exalted  condition 
of  spirits,  which  soon  passed  away.    I  went  to  bed 


two  hours  later,  at  10  P.  M.,  feeling  about  as  usual, 
and  slept  well,  a  little  sounder  than  usual,  and  felt 
well  next  morning.  I  was  in  fair  health  at  the  time 
I  took  it,  and  made  the  mistake  by  testing  the  taste 
of  what  I  thought  was  another  article,  and  only 
discovered  my  error  a  minute  or  so  after  taking. 

There  are  two  classes  of  cases  that  I  very  fre- 
quently meet  in  practice,  for  which  I  find  my  present 
therapeutics  very  lame.  One  is  gleety  discharge  in 
men,  the  other  is  an  irritable  condition  of  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  in  women.  In  the  former  the  cause 
is  not  always  gonorrhoea.  In  the  latter  the  sub- 
jects are  apt  to  suffer  from  it  on  the  slightest  x- 
posure,  and  yet  seem  well  in  other  respects. 

I  would  willingly  make  trial  of  any  remedy  that 
could  be  properly  recommended.  The  best  remedy 
that  I  have  for  this  condition  in  women,  is  hydran- 
gea, but  it  very  often  fails.  For  gleety  discharges 
in  men  I  know  of  no  remedy  worth  mentioning 
aside  from  injections  and  six  to  twelve  weeks'  time. 

While  I  am  unwilling  to  lend  myself  to  any  sys- 
tem or  habits  of  haphazard,  or  general  experimen- 
tation, I  shall  in  the  future,  in  cases  where  old 
methods  have  failed  or  seemed  defective,  make  use 
of  other  and  newer  means  and  methods,  which  for 
any  good  and  sufficient  reasons  should  thereby  com- 
mend themselves  to  my  notice,  and  thereby  warrant 
a  fair  trial  of  the  same,  keeping  ever  in  mind  the 
comfort  and  safety  of  my  patient,  for  which  I  shall 
trust  my  judgment  and  my  conscience — poor  and 
maimed  though  they  be — to  decide. 

I  do  not  despise  the  "  landmarks,"  nor  yet  alto- 
gether the  "  Traditions  of  the  Fathers,"  but  I  am 
convinced  that  the  proper  progress  of  therapeutics 
demands,  perhaps  more  than  anything  else,  a  care- 
ful sifting  of  old  remedies,  and  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  of  new  remedies  without  any  regard  to  their 
source  of  introduction. 

All  caviling  about  the  position,  character,  or  re- 
spectability of  persons  who  may  have  first  intro- 
duced— or  been  in  any  way  instrumental  in  intro- 
ducing— a  remedy,  is  as  senseless  as  it  is  bigoted 
and  should  be  treated  as  being  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  spirit  of  progress. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  time  has  fully  arrived  for 
true  republicanism  in  practical  medicine  to  prevail, 
and  that  all  remedies,  whether  new  or  old,  should 
bow  to  the  inevitable — "  the  survival  of  the  fittest." 


Monarda  Fistulosa  (Wild  Bergamot) — 
An  Antiperiodic. 

By  C.  M.  Woodward,  M.  D.,  Tecumseh,  Mich. 

AGREEABLE  to  the  request  of  New  Prepara- 
tions, and  my  promise,  I  submit  the  follow- 
ing on  the  uses  of  the  monarda  fistulosa,  or  wild 
bergamot,  as  an  antiperiodic  and  substitute  for 
quinine.  Botanically  the  plant  belongs  to  the 
family  of  mint,  order  Labiatas,  habitat  from  the 
middle  to  the  western  States,  growing  on  rocky 
grounds.  The  plant  has  a  soft,  downy  surface  ; 
petioled,  the  floral  ones  often  whitish ;  calyx  very 
hairy  in  the  throat ;  corolla  rose  color,  purple  or 
white ;  stamens  and  style  protruding  beyond  the 
narrow,  acute  upper  lip  of  the  corolla;  the  leaf 
oblong-ovate,  or  lance-ovate,  with  rounded,  or 
slightly  heart-shaped  base,  veiny,  pleasant-scented 
(Gray),  and,  like  all  the  mint  family  has  a  square 
stem,  and  grows  from  two  to  three  feet  high. 

Its  use  for  the  cure  of  ague  has  been  known  in  this 
district  for  the  past  fourteen  years.  My  attention 
was  called  to  it  about  four  years  ago,  since  which 
time  I  have  used  it  in  a  number  of  cases  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  without  a  failure.  I  make  a  strong 
infusion  of  the  flowers,  leaves  and  stems,  down  to 
about  six  inches  of  the  root,  making  the  tea  to 
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about  the  strength  (apparently")  of  moderately 
strong  coffee,  and  giving  of  this  from  a  teaspoon- 
ful  to  a  tablespoonful  four  times  a  day,  begin- 
ning at  the  height  of  the  fever.  I  have  cured 
cases  of  the  above  disease  completely  in  three  or 
four  days,  where  quinine,  iodine,  arsenic  and  euca- 
lyptus had  all  failed. 

The  plant  should  be  gathered  vi^hile  in  flower, 
which  is  in  the  summer,  from  July  to  August.  Its 
sensible  effects  upon  the  system  are,  when  given, 
as  it  should  be,  during  the  height  of  the  fever,  to 
lessen  the  temperature,  producing  a  sensation  of 
comfort,  with  a  rapid  reduction  of  the  fever,  and 
a  pleasant  moisture  all  over  the  body  in  much  less 
time  than  the  "  sweating  stage,"  would  naturally 
occur.  There  is  seldom  or  ever  a  recurrence  of 
the  fever,  and  I  never  knew  a  case  where  there  was 
more  than  a  second  chill  or  recurrence  of  the  fever 
after  the  system  had  been  fully  brought  under  the 
influence  of  the  medicine.  Full  doses  have  the 
effect  of  producing  a  gentle  prickly  sensation  all 
over  the  body,  which  is  more  amusing  than  an- 
noying. When  the  medicine  is  pushed  to  a  greater 
extent,  its  action  upon  the  sweat  glands  is  very 
similar  to  that  of  jaborandi  when  given  for  its  su- 
dorific effects.  I  have  not  investigated  the  matter 
sufficiently  to  know  whether  its  effects  upon  the 
system  are  more  nearly  allied  to  jaborandi  in  other 
respects ;  this  must  remain  for  future  development. 
The  medicine  is  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and  children 
take  it  readily,  and  with  the  happiest  effects,  where 
it  is  indicated.  In  adults  I  have  found  that  its 
effects  are  more  pleasant  in  sthenic  cases  with  a 
full  bounding  pulse,  and  in  individuals  of  strong 
constitution,  than  in  those  who  are  naturally  weak, 
or  weakened  by  previous  disease.  No  doubt  the 
plant  has  other  virtues  than  its  antiperiodic  ;  but 
for  this  alone  it  is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  pro- 
fession. It  is  much  cheaper  than  quinine  or  any  of 
the  alkaloids  of  the  bark ;  is  easily  obtained,  is 
pleasant  to  the  taste,  and  is  as  effectual  in  the  dis- 
ease for  which  it  is  recommended,  as  quinine.  It 
will,  in  fact,  cure  where  quinine  has  failed.  I  have 
thought  that  a  fluid  extract  of  the  plant  might  be 
made  of  sufficient  strength  that  the  dose  would 
be  half  to  one  drachm,  which  could  be  taken  clear, 
or  with  a  little  water,  repeated  from  four  to  five 
times  per  day  pro  re  nata,  until  the  disease  was 
interrupted. 

Case  I.  Mrs.  F.  B.  had  had  frequent  attacks 
of  ague,  and  some  of  these  were  of  the  variety 
styled  "  dumb  "  ague,  in  which  quinine,  as 
well  as  other  antiperiodic  and  anti-malarial  medi- 
cines had  been  frequently  prescribed  by  dif- 
ferent physicians.  The  ague,  however,  repeat- 
edly recurred,  but  in  three  or  four  days,  by  the 
use  of  the  monarda,  she  was  cured,  and  has  only 
had  one  or  two  attacks  in  the  last  four  years. 
These  were  promptly  and  thus  far  permanently  in- 
terrupted, as  there  have  been  no  symptoms  of  a 
return  in  over  a  year. 

A  year  ago  I  treated  eight  cases  successfully, 
and  in  no  case  has  there  been  a  return  of  the  dis- 
ease during  the  pait  summer  and  autumn. 

J.  W.,  aet.  7  years,  had  an  attack  of  well-marked 
intermittent  fever,  which  was  promptly  cured  by 
monarda,  nothing  else  being  used. 

July  14,  1879,  Mrs.  C.  B.,  called  me  to  see  her 
two  children,  who,  she  said  were  sick  with  some 
fever,  which  I  found  to  be  intermittent.  As  I 
had  none  of  the  monarda  preparation  with  me,  and, 
wishing  to  try  it  again  in  these  children  (as  the 
cases  were  well  marked),  I  asked  the  mother  to 
excuse  me  a  moment  while  I  went  out  to  get  some 
medicine  for  them.  I  stepped  out  just  across  the 
road  from  her  house,  and  gathered  some  of  the 
monarda,  which  was  growing  plentifully  along  the 


road  and  upon  the  hillside.  I  instructed  the  mother 
how  to  prepare  and  give  the  tea.  Upon  which  she 
remarked,  with  some  show  of  injured  feelings,  that 
she  had  sent  for  me  to  give  her  children  some 
medicine.  She  seemed  to  think  I  was  jesting  with 
her,  and  was  quite  "  put  out  "  about  my  conduct. 
Upon  my  assurance,  however,  that  if  my  directions 
were  strictly  and  faithfully  followed,  her  children 
would  be  cured,  she  quickly  and  pleasantly  con- 
sented to  proceed  in  good  faith.  The  attack  was 
promptly  interrupted  in  each  case  Neither  of  the 
children  had  any  more  chills,  after  using  the 
monarda,  notwithstanding  they  had  had  them  for 
three  or  four  days  previous  to  my  being  called. 
Since  the  treatment  they  have  remained  perfectly 
well,  and  the  mother  was  not  only  quite  amused 
at  her  own  previous  incredulity,  but  pleased  with 
the  speedy  and  pleasant,  as  well  as  effectual,  cure 
of  her  children. 

I  could  mention  other  cases,  but  think  I  have 
already  mentioned  enough  to  put  this  truly  valuable 
medicine  properly  before  the  profession. 


Influenza  vs.  Diphtheria. 

A  paper  read  before  the  Wayne  County  Medical  Society  by  W.  H. 
Rouse,  M.  D.,  Detroit. 

DURING  the  fall  of  1873  there  occurred  in  this 
country  one  of  the  most  remarkable  epidemics, 
or  more  correctly,  epihippotics,  if  this  term  may  be 
used,  among  horses  which  has  occurred  within  the 
memory  of  living  men.  So  extensive  and  severe 
was  this  disease  that  the  wheels  of  commerce  were 
well  nigh  stopped,  and  the  novelty  of  ox  teams  in 
our  metropolitan  centers  may  have  reminded  the 
old  inhabitants  of  their  boyhood  days  when  logging- 
bees  were  so  common. 

The  horses  during  this  epihippotic  exhibited 
symptoms  of  chilliness,  prostration  and  catarrh, 
not  very  dissimilar  to  those  witnessed  in  people 
during  the  winter  just  passed,  and  not  a  few  died. 
Though  the  horses  were  at  this  time  the  chief  suf- 
ferers, the  disease  was  not  confined  to  them,  for 
other  domestic  animals  and  even  men  were  af- 
flicted. 

Since  the  epizootic  of  1873,  especially  during  the 
fall,  winter  and  spring  months,  and  to  some  extent 
during  the  hot  summer  months,  many  cases  of  sore 
throat  have  occurred  and  not  a  few  deaths  from 
diphtheria  have  been  reported  throughout  all  the 
northern  portions  of  Europe  and  America.  Now, 
while  it  may  not  be  easy  to  prove  that  this  epihip- 
potic which  afflicted  the  horses,  and,  like  epidemics 
generally,  moved  from  the  east  towards  the  west, 
has  been  transmitted  to  man,  yet  the  sequence  and 
similarity  are  quite  suggestive. 

The  symptoms  of  this  disease  which  has  af- 
flicted the  people  for  several  years,  though  varying 
greatly  in  severity,  may  be  briefly  summarized. 
There  are  malaise,  coldness  seldom  amounting  to  a 
rigor,slight  fever  in  some  cases,  myalgia,  cephalalgia, 
the  pain  at  times  extending  down  the  neck  and  back, 
fullness  of  the  head  with  dizziness,  occasionally  in- 
tolerance of  light,  soreness  of  the  throat,  the  ton- 
sils and  vicinity  being  inflamed  and  slightly  swol- 
len, and  with  white  or  nearly  white  exudation  on 
the  tonsils  which  at  times  extends  in  patches  into 
the  nostrils  and  mouth,  and  more  or  less  swelling 
of  the  cervical  glands.  Any  of  these  symptoms 
may  be  absent,  but  most  cases  are  attended  with 
coldness,  prostration,  soreness  of  the  throat  and 
fullness  of  the  head.  Some  cases  have  an  erythe- 
matous eruption  strikingly  resembling  that  of  scarla- 
tina. A  man  after  suffering  from  marked  prostra- 
tion, coldness,  headache,  and  sore  throat — the 
tonsils  had  each  a  large  patch  of  what  appeared  to 
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be  inspissated  mucus — for  three  days  was  cov- 
ered with  a  rash  similar  to  that  of  scarlatina. 
This  rash  which  was  quite  decided,  continued  four 
days,  subsided  with  the  other  symptoms,  and  was 
followed  by  desquamation  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  so  severe  a  dermatitis.  In  this  case 
the  fever  was  not  high,  and  a  child  who  had  not 
suffered  from  scarlatina  remained  well,  which  with 
the  other  symptoms  preclude  the  probabilities  of 
scarlet  fever.  The  bowels  were  regular,  the  urine 
scant  and  albuminous,  but  the  man  made  a  good 
recovery. 

A  similar  case  in  a  child,  aged  two  years  has 
also  been  observed.  This  family  consists  of  seven, 
all  of  whom  suffered  from  the  prevailing  sore 
throat.  This  child  and  his  brother  have  not  had 
scarlatina.  This  one  alone  had  the  rash  which 
was  followed  by  desquamation,  renal  difficulty  sim- 
ilar to  that  so  often  observed  after  scarlatina,  and 
a  very  slow  recovery.  The  renal  difficulty  was 
probably  due  to  the  dermatitis.  The  rash  was 
the  only  symptom  of  scarlet  fever  during  the  acute 
stage  of  the  disease. 

The  breath  of  some  patients  is  quite  offensive, 
but  this  is  usually  in  cases  that  have  been  neg- 
lected. A  young  married  woman  having  suffered 
slightly  frorti  malaise  and  sore  throat  for  about  two 
weeks,  became  very  much  prostrated,  and  the 
local  and  constitutional  symptoms  assumed  a  much 
severer  type.  White  patches  resembling  in  ap- 
pearance apthas  were  observed  on  the  lips,  mouth, 
tongue,  tonsils  and  fauces,  the  nasal  passage  was 
much  inflamed,  the  cervical  glands  considerably 
enlarged  and  tender,  and  the  breath  remarkably 
offensive.  The  patient,  though  suffering  severely 
remaining  up  to  care  for  her  babe  which  also  had 
sore  throat,  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in 
keeping  warm,  though  in  a  very  hot  room.  On 
the  fifth  day  of  treatment  the  patches  of  exudate 
had  disappeared,  and  the  patient  was  convalescent. 
This  case  was  remarkable  on  account  of  the 
amount  of  surface  covered  by  the  exudate,  and  the 
offensiveness  of  the  breath. 

In  some  cases  croupy  symptoms  are  very  prom- 
inent. Something  over  a  year  ago  a  child  between 
two  and  three  years  of  age  had,  besides  the  usual 
symptoms  of  this  disease,  great  difficulty  in  breath- 
ing and  a  severe  croupy  cough.  Suffocation  ap- 
peared imminent.  The  day  before  I  saw  this  pa- 
tient a  physician  had  examined  and  found  exudate 
or  false  membrane  on  the  tonsils,  ordered  expec- 
torants and  other  treatment,  but  the  child  grew 
rapidly  worse.  I  could  find  no  false  membrane, 
had  the  expectorants  discontinued,  the  other  rem- 
edies administered  more  freely  and  the  next  day 
the  child  was  decidedly  better. 

Numerous  other  cases  might  be  cited  to  show  its 
peculiarities,  but  these  must  suffice  as  you  are  all 
familiar  with  the  disease. 

With  suitable  treatment  this  disease  terminates 
favorably  in  one  to  seven  days— without  treatment 
it  may  continue  an  indefinite  tim^e.  Cases  have 
been  known  to  last  three  and  four  months  with 
varying  degrees  of  severity. 

Physicians  are  often  asked  in  regard  to  the  con- 
tagiousness of  this  disease.  After  carefully  observ- 
ing many  cases,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve it  is  contagious.  At  times  every  member  of 
a  family  is  afflicted  either  simultaneously  or  other- 
wise, but  this  is  probably  due  to  other  causes  than 
contagion,  as  parties  who  visit  the  sick  do  not 
seam  any  more  liable  to  be  affected  than  others. 
When  so  many  are  troubled — most  of  whom  have 
had  no  known  exposure — it  is  not  easy  to  prove 
contagion. 

Now,  as  much  as  is  said  of  diphtheria,  and  not  a 
few  physicians  apply  this  name  to   this   disease 


while  others  do  not,  which  is  correct  ?  If  this  dis- 
ease is  diphtheria  then  the  ordinary  descriptions  of 
the  disease  require  some  modification,  for  while 
there  are  certain  symptoms  common  there  are  too 
many  dissimilar  to  have  them  harmonize.  Some 
of  the  differences  may  be  contrasted  thus  : 


DIPHTHERIA. 

1.  Is  contagious. 

2.  Exudate  is  tough,  and  often 
tinged  as  with  blood. 

3.  Exudate  appears  on  denud- 
ed surfaces. 

4.  Breath  always  offensive. 

5.  Sequela  very  common. 


INFLUENZA. 

1.  It  is  not  contagious. 

2.  Exudate  is  soft  and  usually 
white  and  easily  removed. 

3.  Exudate  spreads  to  contig- 
uous parts,  but  does  not  appear 
on  denuded  surfaces. 

4.  Breath  occasionally  offen- 
sive. 

5.  Sequela  very  uncommon. 


The  treatment  usually  adopted  has  been  a  mild 
mercurial  followed  in  a  few  hours  by  a  saline  ca- 
thartic. This  is  followed  by  quinine  in  antiperiodic 
doses  such  as  usually  given  in  intermittent  fevers. 
This  should  be  followed  by  tonic  doses  of  quinine, 
tincture  of  iron,  eucalyptus,  gentiana  quinquefolia, 
boldo  leaves  or  some  similar  preparation.  In  most 
cases  the  kidneys  require  stimulation,  and  one  of 
the  alkaline  diuretics  as  potash  or  sodium  bicarbon- 
^.te  is  usually  selected,  for  other  cases  spirits  nitre 
dulce,  urtica  dioica,  shepherd's  purse  or  some 
similar  diuretic,  being  much  easier  on  the  stom- 
ach, will  be  found  preferable. 

The  local  treatment  consists  of  the  following : 

'^.     Potas.  chlorat., 

Tin*:,  ferri  mur.,  aa  3  ij. 
GJycerine,  J  v. 
Aq.  font.,  q.  s.  5  jv. 

M.  Ft.  Sol.  Use  as  a  gargle  four  to  six  times 
a  day.  A  little  of  this  should  be  taken  between 
the  times  of  gargling,  that  the  application  may  be 
made  oftener  without  too  much  exercise  of  the  in- 
flamed tissues.  In  some  cases  an  aqueous  solution 
of  the  sulphite  or  hyposulphite  of  soda,  or  of  sul- 
phurous acid,  appears  to  be.  much  more  successful. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  when  the  exudate  ex- 
tends into  the  nostrils  or  other  parts  not  easily 
reached  by  a  gargle.  I  sometimes  order  the  solu- 
tion of  hyposulphite  of  soda,  and  direct  a  little 
acid  as  lemon  juice  or  vinegar  to  be  taken  after  it, 
for  the  purpose  of  liberating  the  sulphurous  acid 
which  is  an  excellent  application. 

It  is  usually  advisable  to  apply  counter-irritants 
to  the  neck.  In  children,  liniment  of  ammonia  is 
one  of  the  best.  When  there  is  difficulty  in  breath- 
ing or  much  soreness  of  the  muscles,  heat  and 
moisture  give  much  relief. 

Each  of  these  cases  should  be  treated  upon  its 
own  merits.  No  fixed  formula  can  be  recom- 
mended, but  it  is  believed  that  the  treatment  out- 
Uned  above,  modified  as  circumstances  may  require 
will  be  found  to  relieve  the  patient  within  one  to 
four  days. 


Cascara  Sagrada  (Rhamnus  Purshiana). 

By  Geo.  W.  Cook,  M.  D.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

THIS  comparatively  recent  addition  to  the  med- 
ical armamentarium,  has  attracted  much  and 
deserved  attention  as  a  peculiarly  valuable  "  new 
remedy."  Being  well  aware  of  the  proneness  of 
American  physicians  to  "  ephemeralism  in  medi- 
cine," I  nevertheless  am  constrained  to  add  my 
observation  and  experience  regarding  the  remedy 
in  that  troublesome  and  widely  prevalent  disease 
commonly  known  as  habitual  constipation.  I  may 
premise  that  the  positive,  and  perhaps,  to  some, 
extravagant,  statements  I  may  make,  receive  their 
emphasis  from  the  experience  I  have  had  with  this 
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medicine  in  my  own  person — an  experience  which 
has  paved  the  way  for  the  use  of  cascara  sagrada 
in  a  number  of  cases  in  practice. 

A  brief  history  of  my  malady  may  not  be  wholly 
uninteresting,  as  going  to  show  the  prominent  feat- 
ures of  a  typical  case  of  habitual  and  confirmed 
constipation  with  its  attendant  and  induced  com- 
plications. 

I  am  fifty  years  of  age,  and  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  have  been  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  my  profession.  While  a  schoolboy,  and 
hardly  well  on  my  second  decade,  I  found  that  I 
was  more  or  less  troubled  with  constipation,  and 
that  this  difficulty  increased  with  the  lapse  of  time 
until  the  efforts  to  evacuate  the  bowels  were  at- 
tended with  pain,  the  stools  being  streaked  with 
blood.  Then  followed  pain  and  hemorrhage,  in- 
tensified while  at  stool,  and  soon,  pain  for  several 
minutes,  and  eventually  for  hours,  afterwards. 
Following  this  condition  came  positive  impaction 
of  fceces  in  the  rectum  and  then  hemorrhoids,  which 
became  so  engorged,  so  inflamed  and  so  painful  as 
to  be  almost  unendurable.  I  need  not  add  that 
with  all  these  were  obstructed  portal  circulation, 
retained  and  regurgitating  bile,  gastric  and  intes- 
tinal irritability,  fl-itulence — in  short,  confirmed  dys- 
pepsia, with  more  or  less  abdominal  pain,  cerebral 
congestion  and  a  sallow,  muddy  chloasmic  skin. 

Thus  the  malady  continued  and  pursued  stead- 
ily, progressed  until  the  colon  became  so  torpid  as 
to  be  unable  to  propel  its  contents  into  the  rectum, 
and  for  years  the  latter  was  but  a  depository  in- 
stead of  a  passage  way. 

The  residua  of  the  ingesta  were  habitually  lodged 
above  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon.  The  mus- 
cular coat  and  the  sympathetic  nerves  of  the  colon 
had  well  nigh  suspended  their  functions  and  re- 
fused their  interposition  unless  goaded  to  action  by 
laxatives,  cathartics  in  increased  quantities  and 
frequency,  or  deluging  enemata. 

Of  course  the  retained  faeces  engendered  flatu- 
lence, and  the  flatulence  caused  enormous  disten- 
tion of  the  colon,  attended  with  all  degrees  and  in- 
tensity of  colic — of  confirmed  colalgia — hope  this 
word  is  not  a  neologism,  if  it  is,  it  is  so  because  no 
legitimate  term  can  sufficiently  express  my  misery. 

But  during  many  of  these  long  years  I  was  con- 
tinually confronted  with  the  taunt  so  encrusted 
with  age,  "  Physician  !  heal  thyself !"  but  obedient 
to  the  injunction  I  have  ever  striven  so  to  do,  and 
am  still  my  own  champion,  veteran  patient,  and 
am,  thank  God,  at  last  a  hopeful  convalescent. 

I  have  resorted  to  diet,  to  systematic  exercise,  to 
laxatives,  to  cathartics,  to  cerebro-spinal  stimulants, 
such  as  nux  vomica,  which  latter  I  have  taken  al- 
most to  tetanism,  to  belladonna,  until  nearly  blind, 
to  podophyllum,  until  my  throat  was  as  dry  asCul- 
len's  "  Nosology,"  to  rhubarb  until  my  stomach 
seemed  to  be  given  over  to  acrobatics.  Finally,  and 
for  more  than  twenty  years  last  past,  as  a  matutinal 
resort  I  have  employed  large  enemata  of  cold 
water,  which  served  to  temporarily  excite  the  action 
of  the  muscular  and  nervous  forces  of  the  large  in- 
testine and  which,  therefore,  became  my  only 
means  of  relief. 

Without  the  enema,  notwithstanding  a  full  ca- 
thartic had  been  taken  to  contribute  to  the  twinges 
of  my  "  true  inwardness,"  it  was  as  impossible 
for  me  as  it  would  be  for  Greenough's  statue  of 
Washington,  to  have  an  evacuation  of  the  bowels. 

Of  course,  it  is  not  pleasant,  perhaps  not  in  good 
taste  for  one  to  parade  his  own  infirmities  before 
the  world,  but  "  other  hearts  must  ache,"  and 
"  there  is  a  balm  in  Gilead  "  for  them  too,  and, 
thanks  to  Dr.  Bundy,  I  have  found  it  in  a  physical 
and  important  sense,  and  under  the  name  cascara 
sagrada. 


In  June,  1878,  while  in  attendance  at  the  session 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  Buffalo, 
I  was  presented  with  a  sample  bottle  of  the  fluid 
extract  of  cascara  sagrada,  with  a  circular  embody- 
ing the  observations  and  comments  of  different 
practitioners  regarding  its  therapeutical  effects. 

I  examined  its  sensible  properties,  and  regarding 
it  only  as  a  modification  of  the  rhamnus  catharti- 
cus — a  dose  of  which  latter,  if  it  in  the  least  tran- 
scends the  limits  of  a  laxative,  will  seem  to  turn 
one  inside  out — I  laid  it  aside.  But  at  a  session 
of  our  Central  New  York  Medical  Association  in 
this  city  in  May  last,  I  obtained  another  sample  of 
the  medicine  from  the  same  source  and  resolved  to 
to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  I  at  once  prepared  a  mixture 
after  the  following  formula : 

R.     Fl.  ext.  cascara  sagrada. 
Simple  syrup,  of  each,  W. 
Ext.  malt,  Jij. 

M.  Sig.  A  teaspoonful  before  meals.  Imme- 
diately I  began  the  use  of  this  prescription,  and 
without  any  other  aid,  I  had  regular  and  comfort- 
able morning  evacuations  of  the  bowels. 

The  morning  lavements  were  discontinued,  and 
have  been  ever  since.  The  action  of  the  medicine 
continues  to  be  prompt,  certain,  painless,  and  the 
above  dose,  even  but  once  a  day,  to  this  time,  per- 
fectly effectual. 

I  regard  cascara  sagrada  as  a  peculiar  tonic  of 
the  whole  digestive  apparatus,  affecting  in  due  pro- 
portion the  muscular  and  nervous  forces  of  the 
primas  vi^,  correcting  the  hepatic  and  gastric  se- 
cretions, as  well  as  restoring  normal  and  necessary 
mucus  to  the  colon  and  rectum,  thus  lubricating 
and  promoting  the  movements  of  the  fzeces.  Its 
action,  in  proper  doses,  is  essentially  laxative,  pro- 
ducing mushy  or  moulded  stools  tinged  with  the 
normal  bilious  hue. 

And  now,  after  a  careful  trial  of  this,  to  me,  in- 
valuable agent.  I  am  in  better  flesh,  health  and 
strength  than  at  any  time  before  for  the  last  thirty 
years,     I  am  rejuvenated,  I  am  physically  happy! 

It  will  be  readily  inferred,  in  view  of  this  ex- 
perience in  my  own  person,  that  I  should  resort  to 
cascara  sagrada  in  my  practice,  and  although  not 
meeting  such  prolonged  and  pronounced  cases  as 
my  own,  still  I  have  not  as  yet  been  disappointed; 
and  if  this  paper,  hastily  prepared  at  times 
snatched  from  the  pressure  of  other  duties,  shall 
be  the  means  of  inducing  other  physicians  to  give 
the  remedy  a  fair  trial,  it  will  prove  a  blessing  to 
many  fellow  sufferers. 

Although  Prof.  Dunster  states  he  cannot  say 
the  remedy  has  worked  cures  in  his  hands,  he  will 
doubtless  admit  that  a  certain  relief,  an  undisputed 
palliative,  in  such  grave  functional  derangements, 
is  nearly  tantamount  to  a  cure. 


Manaca. 

By  A.  Eddmon,  M.  D.,  Tontogany,  Ohio. 

DR,  C.  W.  Hansen,  of  Jamaica,  in  last  month's 
New  Preparations,  called  the  attention 
of  the  medical  profession  to  the  above-named 
remedy,  which  I  have  no  doubt  is  very  little,  if  any, 
known  in  this  country. 

My  first  knowledge  in  regard  to  manaca  extends 
as  far  back  as  1861,  when  I  began  to  study  my 
profession  in  Prussia.  My  text-book  on  materia 
medica  at  that  time  was  Dr.  F.  L.  Strumpf's ;  pub- 
lished at  Berlin  in  1855,  two  volumes,  a  very  valu- 
able work,  and  dedicated  to  Dr.  Carl  Gustave  Mits- 
cherlich,  late  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the 
King-Fried.  Wm.  University  at  Berlin. 
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At  that  time  manaca  was  known  in  the  above 
work  as  a  powerful  drastic,  and  named  by  Pohl, 
Franciscea  .uniflora  (scrophularinese  —  salpiglos- 
sideas),  and  named  by  Sprengel,  schwenkfelda 
lineria. 

The  first  opportunity  of  seeing  and  trying  the 
manaca  by  myself  was  in  1867,  when  I  was  a  resi- 
dent of  South  America,  at  Vaunuoo,  in  the  Amazon 
country. 

I  found  the  manaca  to  be  a  shrub,  with  alternate, 
oblong  acuminate  leaves,  flowers  solitary  and  ter- 
minal, of  a  penetrating  odor.  Its  name  is  not  alone 
manaca,  but  it  is  also  known  by  the  names  of  gero- 
taca.  camgamba,  manaca  des  piso  ;  and  in  Para  it 
is  mostly  called  mercurio  vegetal. 

The  whole  plant  is  used  for  medical  purposes, 
"  not  the  root  alone,"  as  stated  by  Dr.  Hansen. 
The  plant  has  a  bitter,  nauseating,  sharp  taste,  as 
has  also  the  root,  and  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant purgantia  drastica  which  Brazil  has  furnished 
up  to  this  date. 

I  have  used  manaca  in  my  practice  for  one  year, 
and  would  say  I  found  it  to  be  an  emeto-cathartic 


diaphoretic,  diuretic,  alterative,  and  a  powerful 
antisyphilitic.  It  is  prescribed  as  a  specific  in 
snake  bites  on  account  of  its  specific  action  on 
poisonous  matter  in  the  blood.  It  is  also  used  as 
an  eliminant  of  other  morbid  matter  by  the  skin 
and  kidneys. 

The  dose  of  the  powdered  root  is  five  to  ten 
grains  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

I  have  used  a  decoction  of  root  and  twigs  with 
the  same  results  from  each,  and  gave  |  ss  three 
times  a  day,  in  rheumatism  and  various  skin  dis- 
eases, with  satisfactory  results. 

After  taking  two  to  three  doses  of  the  above 
remedy  the  patient  will  complain  of  pains  about 
the  head,  profuse  perspiration,  and  a  severe  itching 
of  the  skin. 

The  green  plant  (bruised)  is  used  in  Para  for  ex- 
ternal application  to  sores  of  various  descriptions, 
especially  those  of  an  indolent  character. 

The  name  of  mercurio  vegetal  is  given  to  manaca 
on  account  of  its  employment  in  affections  of  the 
liver,  and  in  .  ther  diseases  in  which  mercury  is  in- 
dicated. 


Correspondence. 


Unicorn   Root. 

Will  C.  E.  Livingston,  M.  D.,  page  284,  please  to 
tell  the  readers  of  New  Preparations,  what  he 
means  by  unicorn  root,  alitres  farinosa,  or  helonias 
dioica,  and  oblige  one  who  likes  to  know  what  he 
is  reading  about  }  S.  J.  S. 

Dec.  I,  1879. 


Necrosis. 

A  question  in  the  New  Preparations  of 
yours,  "  What  is  the  best  treatment  for  necrosis .''" 
I  will  say  an  incision  and  remove  the  sequestrum  as 
soon  as  it  is  detached,  and  when  it  can  only  act 
as  an  irritating  foreign  body. 

Yours  respectfully, 

C.  WIENSMA,  M.  D. 

Centre  City,  Minn.,  Oct.  28,  1879. 


New  Preparations  as  an  Advertising  Medium. 

Please  continue,  till  further  notice,  the  adver- 
tisement of  Rush  College  in  same  place  in  New 
Preparations.  I  will  send  new  cut  of  college 
some  day,  which  will  enhance  the  already  hand- 
somest advertisement  of  Rush  ever  brought  out  by 
a  medical  journal.  We  heard  from  this  adver- 
tisement clear  down  in  South  Carolina  a  few  days 
ago.  Had  a  call  for  announcements  lately  from 
some  New  Hampshire  town.  The  Chicago  Medi- 
cal Journal  and  Exatniner  is  the  only  other 
journal  containing  a  standing  page  advertisement 
for  us.  I  send  you  our  post-graduate  announce- 
ment to-day,  a  new  venture  in  the  announcement 
line,  I  believe,  for  this  country. 
Yours  very  truly, 
J.  H.  ETHERIDGE,  Secretary. 

Chicago,  Nov.  3,  1879. 


A  few  months  since  I  caused  to  be  inserted  in 
your  journal  a  business  notice,  In  due  time  I  re- 
ceived a  large  number  (some  60)  responses  to  the 
same  from  various  states  north,  south,  east  and 
west,  from  California  to  Maine,  and  from  Wiscon- 
sin to  Louisiana,  and  from  men  (judging  from  their 


letters)  of  education,  intelligence  and  refinement — 
graduates  of  the  different  schools  of  medicine,  but 
chiefly  allopathic — thus  showing  that  your  valuable 
journal  is  having  a  wide  and  extended  circulation 
among  intelligent  physicians  of  all  classes  all  over 
our  country,  who  appreciate  your  liberality  and 
enterprise.  I  must  say  that  I  know  of  no  better 
advertising  medium  for  the  medical  profession  than 
New  Preparations,  and  I  heartily  approve  the 
principles  and  cause  of  your  journal,  being  liberal, 
generous,  though  just,  and  predict  for  it  a  bright 
and  prosperous  future.  So  mote  it  be.  Permit  me 
to  add  that,  for  several  months  past  I  have  been 
using  in  my  practice  some  of  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.'s 
new  preparations.  My  experience  with  some  of 
them  has  not  been  sufficiently  extensive  to  enable 
me  to  speak  in  positive  terms  relative  to  their  value, 
and  I  am  never  willing  to  condemn  or  approve 
without  good  and  sufficient  grounds.  The  berberis 
aquifolium  I  have  tested  pretty  thoroughly,  and  am 
prepared  to  say  that  I  think  as  an  alterative  it  ad- 
mits of  a  more  universal  application  or  administra- 
tion than  any  remedial  with  which  lam  acquainted. 
I  am  confident  from  personal  experience  and  ob- 
servation that  it  is  a  prompt  and  efficient  alterative, 
and  at  the  same  time  possessed  of  marked  and  de- 
cided tonic  properties,  the  one  not  interfering  with 
the  other.  To  all  intelligent  physicians  this  pecul- 
iar combination  will  be  readily  understood  and  ap- 
preciated. The  cascara  sagrada  I  have  proven  to 
my  entire  satisfaction  (in  my  own  case  and  many 
others)  to  be  the  best  remedy  for  habitual  consti- 
pation that  I  have  ever  found  ;  it  simply  acts  like  a 
charm.  I  have  experienced  no  failure  with  it,  and 
have  prescribed  it  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  all 
ages,  sexes  and  conditions.  I  shall  certainly  en- 
deavor to  keep  the  two  preparations  named  as 
long  as  I  continue  to  prescribe  for  the  afflicted ; 
unless  something  better  comes  to  my  knowledge, 
and  the  other  preparations  alluded  to  I  shall  test 
as  occasion  offers,  and  report  honestly  my  experi- 
ence and  convictions.  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 
are  entitled  to  great  praise  for  the  energy  and  enter- 
prise they  display  in  the  preparation  of  valuable 
additions  to  our  materia  medica.  With  many 
thanks,  Mr.  Editor,  for  your  kind  courtesies,  I  am 
respectfully  and  obediently, 

M.  W.  C.  FRAZIER,  M.  D. 
Tilden,  Texas.  Nov.  6,  1879. 
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When  indicated  I  have  repeatedly  employed 
chlor-anodyne  with  the  most  gratifying  and  brill- 
iant results.  True,  it  is  a  remedy  of  power  and 
speedy  action,  requiring  great  caution  in  its  exhibi- 
tion, but  combining  anti-spasmodic  with  the  sopo- 
rific properties,  it  subserves  the  double  purpose  in- 
tended better  than  any  other  compound  within  my 
knowledge.  Used  in  the  doses  and  medium  di- 
rected it  is  pleasant  to  take  and  prompt  in  its  action 
and  without  unfavorable  results. 

I  have  used  cascara  sagrada  considerably  during 
the  past  eighteen  months,  in  various  forms,  and  by 
several  different  manufacturing  chemists.  I  am 
free  to  say  as  a  cathartic  or  as  a  laxative  to  relieve 
constipation,  etc.,  the  cascara  cordial  is  the  best 
preparation  of  this  very  valuable  remedy  I  have  yet 
had  the  privilege  of  using  to  fulfill  the  important 
indications  intended  in  preparing  it  for  the  profes- 
sion. S.  H.  POTTER,  M.  D. 

Hamilton,  Ohio,  Nov.  4,  1879. 


In  the  November  issue  of  New  Preparations, 
just  received,  I  see  advertised  the  fluid  extract  of 
thuja  occidentalis,  but  among  the  different  uses 
as  enumerated  I  miss  its  quality  as  an  anodyne.  A 
good  tincture  of  it,  externally  applied  to  painful 
sores  of  any  kind,  and  a  few  drops,  say  from  5  to 
10,  has,  with  most  people,  the  effect  of  a  good 
pain-killer.  If  you  think  this  remark  valuable  to 
the  medical  fraternity  you  are  welcome  to  the  use 
of  it.  JOHN  THOMPSON,  Apothecary. 

Custer,  Ohio,  Nov.  25,  1879. 


Diet  for  the  Corpulent. 

We  find  the  following  from  Dr.  Cutter  in  Nov. 
number  of  New  Preparations  :  "  Your  clipping, 
under  the  caption  of  '  Diet  for  the  Corpulent,'  and 
accredited  to  Dr.  M.  M.  Griffith,  in  the  Medical 
Brief,  is  plagiarized  from  the  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly,  Dr.  James's  paper  on  Consumption. 
Don't  you  think  it  better  to  give  credit  where  it  be- 
longs ?  Ephraim  Cutter,  M.  D."  Yes,  of  course, 
we  do,  and  if  Dr.  Cutter  will  observe.  Dr.  James's 
paper  was  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia,* is  published  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
society,  are  attached  to  this,  not  a  part  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Medical  Monthly,  and  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  Virginia  the  credit  is  due. 
W.  GIBBON  CARTER,  M.  D. 

Richmond,  Va.,  Nov.  29,  1879. 


A  Manifest  Imposition. 

I  bought  a  full  set  of  Ahl's  adaptable  porous 
splints  a  year  ago,  of  Messrs.  Sharp  &  Smith,  of 
Chicago,  111.  I  broke  one,  and  required  another 
to  complete  my  set.  I  ordered  it  from  the  above- 
named  firm.  They  informed  me  that  Dr.  Ahl 
would  not  allow  his  agents  to  sell  parts  of  a  set ; 
that  the  only  way  I  could  secure  that  one  splint  was 
to  buy  another  new  set  ($30,  box  and  splints).  They 
also  added,  what  I  verily  believe  to  be   true,  that 

♦  Vide  the  Virginia  Medical  Monthly^  January  number,  1879, 
and  to  which  are  attached  Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
Virginia,  1878. 


the  manner  in  which  the  business  is  conducted,  is 
a  humbug.  I  write  this  to  warn  my  professional 
brethren  of  what  they  must  expect  in  buying  Ahl's 
splints.  I  cannot,  after  writing  two  instrument 
makers,  and  even  Dr.  Ahl,  or  his  agent  at  New- 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  secure  one  anterior  tibia  splint, 
and  posterior  fibula  splint. 

P.  H.  FINLEY,  M.  D., 
Streater,  111.,  Dec.  i,  1879. 


Grindelia    Squarrosa  —  Eucalyptus     Globulus — 
Cascara  Sagrada. 

I  must  ask  space  in  your  columns  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  profession  to  the  merits  of  certain 
new  remedies. 

After  a  thorough  trial  of  grindelia  squarrosa  (fl. 
ext.)  and  eucalyptus  globulus  (fl.  ext.),  I  am  satisfied 
they  are  anii-periodics  of  great  value.  In  cases  of 
chronic  malarial  infection,  they  act  more  satisfac- 
torily than  quinine.  Given  in  doses  of  30  drops 
daily,  I  have  found  them  effective  in  protracted 
cases  of  intermittents  after  quinine  had  proved 
unavailing ;  nor  are  their  benefits  confined  to  pro- 
tracted malarial  diseases.  Given  as  above  ihey 
promptly  arrest  the  paroxysms  of  an  ordinary  in- 
termittent. 

A  case  or  two  to  illustrate  : 

1.  J.  H.,  a  Frenchman,  aged  60,  inmate  of  alms- 
house, had  cold  sensations  every  afternoon,  followed 
b ,  high  fever  and  headache,  for  a  week.  Gave  him 
fl.  ext.  grindelia  squarrosa  in  30-drop  doses  for  two 
days.     Cured. 

2.  H.  B.,  wood  sawyer,  aged  25,  had  fourth  day 
chills,  at  longer  or  shorter  intervals,  for  twelve 
months.  Had  taken  quinine,  cinchonidia,  cinchonia, 
chinoidine,  Peruvian  bark,  prussiate  of  iron,  and 
most  of  the  other  irons,  and  various  patent  chill 
cures,  with  but  a  temporary  cure.  Three  months 
aqo  he  took  an  ounce  fl.  ext.  grindelia  squarrosa. 
He  had  no  chill  after  beginning  the  administration 
of  this  medicine,  and  continues  free  of  them. 

3.  W.  G.,  schoolboy,  aged  11,  became  infected 
with  malaria,  in  Sept.,  1878.  Notwithstanding 
he  had  the  same  treatment  as  the  preceding  case, 
almost  continually,  with  the  advantage  of  good 
food  and  clothing — important  factors  in  the  treat- 
ment of  any  disease— ^he  was  unable  to  attend 
school  more  than  half  his  time  owing  to  periodical 
outbreaks  of  malaria.  He  presented  the  typical 
appearance  of  that  intense  malarial  poisoning 
which  we  occasionally  see  in  this  latitude.  He 
soon  recovered  completely  under  the  administra- 
tion of  grindelia  squarrosa. 

4.  Mrs.  L.  H.,  keeper  of  fancy  store,  had  a  chill 
on  the  8th  inst.  She  took  the  grindelia  squarrosa 
for  two  days  without  a  return  of  chill. 

I  could  mention  cases,  but  these  will  suffice  to 
show  the  antiperiodic  powers  of  this  remedy. 

My  success  with  fl.  ext.  eucalyptus  globulus  has 
been  quite  satisfactory,  but  less  marked  than  with 
the  former  medicine.     The  dose  is  the  same. 

Cascara  sagrada  is  the  remedy  par  excellence  for 
constipation.  It  is  also  an  excellent  substitute  for 
castor  oil  for  women  just  after  confinement. 

E.  P.  EASLEY,  M.  D. 

New  Albany,  Ind.,  Nov.  20,  1879. 
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Index  for  Volume  III. 

The  index  for  Volume  III  of  New  Prepara- 
tions will  be  mailed  to  subscribers  with  the 
January  number  of  The  Therapeutic  Gazette. 

Editorial. 


The  Dying  Year. 

ITH  this  number,  the  last  under  the 
present  name,  we  close  the  year  1879. 
What  has  been  written  we  believe  has 
been  read.  It  has  been  our  object  to 
place  before  our  readers  the  best  information  we 
could  obtain,  and  we  trust  what  has  been  presented 
has  been  of  some  value  to  them.  The  fact  holds 
good  in  medicine,  as  in  other  branches  of  science, 
that  before  any  new  theory  is  pronounced  good, 
it  must  be  proved  —  must  have  undergone  the 
crucial  test  of  experience.  If  our  efforts  have 
succeeded  in  giving  validity  to  any  theory,  or  in 
introducing  any  remedy  through  which  life,  always 
uncertain,  may  be  lengthened,  or  suffering  as- 
suaged, we  are  satisfied. 

We  have  given  as  full  reports  of  proceedings  of 
medical  societies  as  our  pages  would  allow. 

We  have  noticed  all  pamphlets  received,  and  in 
such  a  way  as  to  inform  our  readers  of  their  con- 
tents and  where  they  could  obtain  them. 

In  our  book  notices  it  has  been  our  endeavor  to 
give  our  readers  an  insight  into  the  contents  of 
the  book  noticed,  the  object  of  the  author,  and  the 
conclusions  arrived  at,  in  other  words,  to  give  the 
reader  such  a  general  idea  of  the  _book  as  would 
serve  as  a  guide  to  its  purchase.  We  have  no- 
ticed all  books  received,  as  there  have  been  none 
which  did  not  contain  some  good. 

We  have  taken  the  ground  that  the  standard 
medical  education  in  our  colleges  is  not  what  it 
ought  to  be  ;  that,  being  one  of  the  liberal  profes- 
sions, the  members  of  the  medical  profession 
should  be  educated  gentlemen,  and  that  ignorance 
should  be  met  at  the  threshhold  and  barred  admit- 
tance, and  that,  too,  without  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  applicant  for  medical  honors  in- 
tends to  practice  regular,  homoeopathic,  or  eclectic 
medicine.  We  have  held  further  that,  having 
passed  a  sufficiently  trying  ordeal  as  a  condition 


of  his  entering  on  the  study  of  medicine,  the  stu- 
dent should  have  sufficient  time  for  such  study 
before  applying  for  the  honorable  degree  of  the 
doctorate. 

Our  purpose  is  to  continue  as  we  have  begun. 
We  ask  our  contributors  to  aid  us,  and  to  be  col- 
laborators with  us,  giving  us  facts  based  upon  ob- 
servation, and  with  as  much  conciseness  as  is  con- 
sistent with  justice  to  the  subject. 

We  wish  our  readers  a  profitable  New  Year. 
We  proffer  our  exchanges  our  best  wishes  for  their 
success  and  thanks  for  courtesies  received,  remind- 
ing them  that  in  union  there  is  strength.  To  the 
medical  journals  the  profession  look  for  the  key 
note  of  reform,  and  it  should  be  our  duty  as  editors 
to  give  them  no  uncertain  sound.  The  arts  and 
sciences  are  marching  onward,  and  medicine  must 
be  no  laggard  in  the  race.  American  medicine 
needs  no  apologists.  Its  fame  covers  the  whole 
world,  and,  while  gladly  receiving  information 
from  outsiders,  we  have  much  to  give  in  exchange. 

The  Therapeutic  Gazette. 

A  LITTLE  over  three  years  ago  it  was  deemed 
expedient  in  order  to  familiarize  the  profession 
of  the  United  States  with  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
certain  of  the  plants  of  their  own  country  to 
issue  in  pamphlet  form,  a  mass  of  correspond- 
ence in  which  the  merits  of  these  plants  were 
set  forth.  As  explanatory  of  the  aim  of  this 
pamphlet  the  name  New  Preparations  was 
given  it.  So  well  was  the  first  venture  received 
that  the  publisher  felt  encouraged  to  shortly 
afterwards  issue  another,  and  then  again  another, 
until  New  Preparations  developed  finally  into 
a  regular  quarterly  publication.  Towards  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  second  year  of  its  existence  as 
a  quarterly,  the  demand  became  so  imperative 
for  its  more  frequent  appearance  as  to  induce 
the  publisher  to  change  it,  with  the  commence- 
ment of  its  third  volume,  into  a  monthly.  Its  suc- 
cess following  this  change,  and  during  the  year 
which  the  present  number  closes,  has  probably 
been  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  American  jour- 
nalism. The  bona  fide  list  of  New  Preparations 
at  this  date  numbers  upwards  of  5,000  names, 
while  its  readers  comprise  leading  members  of  the 
profession  in  every  state  of  the  Union.  We  will 
be  pardoned,  we  are  sure,  for  indulging  in  a  little 
pride  when  we  contemplate  the  flattering  results 
which  have  followed  our  labors  since,  twelve 
months  ago,  we  assumed  the  editorial  chair. 

During  the  year.  New  Preparations  has  occu- 
pied a  place  in  medical  literature  peculiarly  its  own, 
and  has  performed  a  work,  the  importance  of 
which  will  hardly  be  gainsaid,  which  would,  doubt- 
less, but  for  its  existence  have  been  entirely  neg- 
lected or  but  indifferently  attended  to.  The  list  of 
contributors  to  Vol.  Ill  comprises  not  only  leading 
members  of  the  profession,  but  also  eminent  teach- 
ers and  men  of  even  more  than  national  reputation. 
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A  glance  through  this  volume  will  be  sufficient  to 
show  what  has  been  accomplished.  A  great  num- 
ber of  plants,  for  which  medicinal  virtues  have  been 
claimed,  have  for  several  years  been  under  trial, 
but  until  these  virtues  have  been  established,  be- 
yond a  peradventure.  New  Preparations  has 
not  brought  them  to  notice.  In  the  thorough  sift- 
ing to  which  all  new  drugs  have  been  submitted 
the  great  majority  have  fallen  through,  and  those 
only  have  been  retained  of  whose  merits  no  reason- 
able doubt  could  be  entertained.  During  the  year 
the  following  having  been  introduced  have  justi- 
fied the  confidence  with  which  they  were  placed  on 
the  market :  Sabbatia  stellaris,  rhus  aromatica, 
betonica  officinalis,  chelidonium  majus,  piscidia 
erythrina  (Jamaica  dogwood),  sarracenia  flava,  man- 
aca  and  folia  carobae.  Our  readers  have  learned 
to  understand  that  we  do  not  place  so-called  rem- 
edies before  them,  in  any  haphazard  manner,  but 
that  the  fact  of  our  having  called  attention  to  them 
is  pretty  reliable  prima  facie  evidence  that  they 
are  possessed  of  merit.  This  is  all  the  reliance  we 
have  ever  asked,  and  all  we  shall  ask,  to  be  placed 
on  these  remedies,  on  their  first  introduction. 
New  Preparations  has  yet  to  hear  of  the  fail- 
ure of  any  article  which  it  has  introduced.  Inter- 
ested parties,  and  from  sordid  motives,  undertook 
early  in  the  year  to  question  the  reliability  of  one 
of  these  remedies  (cascara  sagrada)  but  the  dis- 
comfiture which  they  met  at  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
fession is  too  fresh  in  the  minds  of  our  readers  to 
require  further  reference  to  it. 

We  have  referred  to  the  origin  of  New  Prepar- 
ations and  to  the  reason  why  it  was  so  named. 
Since  it  was  established,  and  more  particularly 
during  the  past  year,  the  field  which  it  undertook 
to  cultivate  has  enlarged  and  ramified  its  bound- 
aries to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  the  name  which 
was  at  first  so  appropriate  no  longer  fitting.  A 
number  of  the  remedies  which  it  introduced  are  no 
longer  "new,"  but  have  secured  fixed  places  in 
the  primary  list  of  the  materia  medica.  A  leading 
aim  of  the  journal  will  be  not  to  discard  these  rem- 
edies, but  to  still  further  develop  their  merits  with 
those  of  all  other  drugs,  and  to  discover  their 
adaptiveness  to  conditions  in  which  they  are  not  as 
yet  employed.  This  aim  leads  directly  into  the  do- 
main of  general  therapeutics,  in  which  domain  the 
name  New  Preparations  becomes  too  con- 
tracted. We  have,  therefore,  selected  another,  and 
one  which,  while  it  does  not  prevent  the  primary 
object  which  New  Preparations  has  had  in 
view,  will  permit  discursion  into  the  broader  field 
which  that  journal  has  been  instrumental  in  open- 
ing up: 

THE  therapeutic  GAZETTE. 

The  Therapeutic  Gazette  will  neglect  none 
of  the  features  which  have  contributed  to  the 
marked  success  of  its  predecessor,  but  will,  on  the 
contrary,  amplify  these  features,  and  in  addition 
will  pay  more  attention  to  general  therapeutics.  It 
will  be  devoted  exclusively  to  therapeutics,  and  will 


thus  be  the  only  journal  in  this  country  which 
makes  a  speQialty  of  this  most  important  branch  of 
medicine.  We  ask  for  a  continuance  of  the 
support  which  has  been  liberally  extended  New 
Preparations.  With  this  support  and  with  the 
additional  aid  which  has  been  secured  for  the 
Gazette  we  hope  to  make  of  it  such  a  journal  as 
will  be  a  necessity  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
advance  of  therapeutics. 


A  Few  Words  of  Pharmacal  Advice. 

THERE  are  certain  details  of  pharmacy  and  cer- 
tain pharmaceutical  principles  with  which  phy- 
sicians are,  as  a  rule,  not  as  familiar  as  they  would 
find  it  to  their  interests  to  be.  Presuming  on  the 
lack  of  attention  which  physicians  generally  give 
to  matters  which  more  properly  belong  to  the  spe- 
cial province  of  pharmacy,  and  taking  advantage 
of  the  universal  love  of  the  beautiful,  certain  man- 
ufacturers have  recently  been  attempting  a  species 
of  imposition  and  deception  which  it  becomes  in- 
cumbent on  us,  in  the  interest  of  legitimate  phar- 
macy, to  expose.  No  one  advocates  more  warmly 
than  we  all  advances  in  the  art  of  pharmacy  which 
result  in  giving  to  the  profession  elegant  and  agree- 
able preparations.  But  we  at  the  same  time  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  elegance  and  agreeableness 
should  never  be  sought  at  the  expense  of  the  me- 
dicinal virtues  of  the  drug. 

A  large  class  of  drugs,  as  for  instance,  buchu, 
eucalyptus,  cannabis  indica,  aconite,  yerba  santa, 
cubebs,  lupulin,  savin,  valerian,  ginger,  etc.,  it  is 
well  known,  depend  for  their  medicinal  properties 
on  the  volatile  oils,  resins,  oleo-resins  or  alkaloids 
which  they  contain.  These  principles  are  for  the 
most  part  soluble  in  alcohol,  and  are  almost  insolu- 
ble in  water.  In  order,  therefore,  to  make  a  liquid 
preparation  of  any  of  these  which  shall  contain 
the  greatest  proportion  of  the  medicinal  virtues  of 
the  drug,  alcohol  must  be  employed  as  the  men- 
struum, and,  other  things  being  equal,  the  strength 
of  the  preparation  will  depend  on  the  strength  of 
the  menstruum.  The  more  dilute  the  alcohol,  the 
less  of  the  active  principle  of  the  drug  will  be  held 
in  solution.  It  follows,  then,  that  when  water  is 
added  to  a  fluid  extract  in  the  preparation  of  which 
strong  alcohol  has  been  employed,  just  so  much  of 
the  resin,  oil  or  alkaloid  as  the  alcohol  thus  diluted 
is  unable  to  hold  in  solution,  will  be  precipitated. 
It  follows  also  that  the  fluid  extract,  in  whose 
preparation  a  more  dilute  alcohol  has  been  used, 
will  be  the  less  affected  by  the  addition  of  water. 
The  converse  of  these  propositions  is  none  the  less 
true;  the  fluid  extract  which  on  the  addition  of 
water  throws  down  the  largest  precipitate  is  richer 
in  the  active  properties  of  the  drug  than  that  which 
throws  down  the  least. 

With  the  above  general  statement,  which  the 
merest  tyro  in  pharmacy  will  appreciate,  the  impo- 
sition and  deception  to  which  we  have  referred,  at 
once  becomes  apparent.    Certain  parties  are  placing 
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on  the  market  fluid  extracts,  the  elegant  appear- 
ance and  beautiful  transparency  of  which  must  be 
conceded,  but  it  is  almost  incredible  that  they 
should  make  use  of  the  very  tests  which  we  have 
enumerated  to  establish  the  medicinal  superiority 
of  these  preparations.  It  is  actually  their  practice 
in  introducing  these  preparations  to  physicians  to 
add  water  to  a  sample  of  them,  and  to  point  to  the 
lightness,  amounting  almost  to  absence,  of  the  pre- 
cipitate, as  an  evidence  of  their  superiority. 

A  good  fluid  extract  of  a  drug  whose  menstru- 
um is  alcohol,  never  makes  an  elegant  mixture 
when  water  is  added.  When  it  is  found  necessary, 
therefore,  to  dilute  the  extract  in  prescriptions, 
mucilage,  syrup  or  glycerine  should  be  added. 
The  better  way,  however,  when  dilution  is  deemed 
necessary,  is  to  prescribe  the  dose  of  the  fluid  ex- 
tract in  full  strength  and  then  instruct  the  patient 
to  make  an  extemporaneous  mixture  by  adding  the 
dose  to  the  quantity  of  water,  milk,  or  other  dilu- 
tent  ordered,  at  the  time  of  taking.  In  this  man- 
ner the  precipitate  may  be  swallowed  while  it  is  still 
finely  suspended  and  before  its  particles  have  had 
time  to  separate  and  cohere. 

The  elegant  fluid  extracts  (.'')  to  which  we  have 
referred,  are  offered  at  prices  at  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  sell  the  legitimate  preparation.  We 
are  satisfied,  however,  that  it  will  only  be  necessary 
for  those  who  are  sought  to  be  imposed  upon  to 
have  their  attention  directed  to  the  above  facts  in 
order  to  make  the  "  elegant "  business  an  enterprise 
of  brief  duration. 


Medical  Department  University  of 
Michigan. 

EXCEPTION  has  been  taken  to  the  omission  in 
our  last  number,  of  this  institution  from  the 
list  of  Medical  Colleges  which  had  adopted  the 
"  advanced  standard  of  Medical  Education."  We 
made  the  omission  purposely,  although  we  knew 
that  the  course  of  study  had  been  extended  to  nine 
months  and,  commencing  with  the  session  of  1880, 
three  full  sessions  of  nine  months  each  would  be 
required  for  the  degree  of  the  doctorate.  In  June 
last  the  Examiners  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Re- 
gents to  act  with  the  Faculty  in  the  final  examina- 
tion of  students,  found  many  whose  literary  quali- 
fications were  a  positive  disgrace  to  the  profession 
of  Medicine,  and  as  a  remedy  for  the  future  asked 


the  Board  of  Regents  to  adopt  a  standard  of  pre- 
liminary examination,  an  outline  of  which  was  at  the 
same  time  recommended.  This,  we  learned,  was  so 
earnestly  opposed  by  certain  members  of  the  Medi- 
cal Faculty  as  to  prevent  its  adoption,  and  what 
was  our  chagrin,  on  reading  the  Announcement 
for  1879-80,  to  find  the  following  (italics  ours)  I 
"  Any  person  of  proper  age  and  'character,  and 
having  the  requisite  elementary  English  Educa- 
tion, being  eligible  to  enter." 

For  nearly  thirty  years  we  have  been  deeply  inter- 
ested in  this  department  of  our  University,  and 
with  others  have  labored  for  its  success.  In  spite 
of  our  sympathy  with  the  institution,  is  it  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  it  should  have  been  left  out  of  the 
list  of  Medical  Colleges  whose  march  is  onward  ? 
The  time  is  past  when  a  medical  college  which  re- 
quires only  "  an  elementary  English  education"  from 
its  matriculants  can  hope  to  be  classed  among  the 
leading  institutions  in  the  cause  of  medical  educa- 
tion. "  Fine  clothes "  no  longer  make  the  man, 
nor  do  large  classes  give  a  medical  school  respect- 
able reputation.  The  profession  demand  quaUty 
and  not  quantity.  There  is  no  medical  school  in 
this  country  that  has  less  cause  to  be  laggard  in 
the  march  of  progress  than  the  Ann  Arbor  school. 
With  bountiful  appropriations  from  the  legislature, 
she  does  not  depend  upon  fees  for  support,  and  her 
Faculty  are  not  liable  for  any  deficit.  In  an  intel- 
lectual point  of  view,  we  call  Michigan  the  Massa- 
chusetts of  the  West.  Making  this  boast,  it  be- 
hooves its  citizens,  if  they  be  consistent,  to  insist 
that  the  Medical  Department  of  the  State  Univer- 
sity should  be  at  least  on  a  par  with  that  of  Har- 
vard, if  not  in  advance  of  her. 


Obituary. 

BUMSTEAD,— At  his  residence,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  died  Freeman  J.  Bumstead,  M.  D., 
LL.  D.,  aged  53  years.  Thus  another  of  the  tal- 
ented members  of  the  medical  profession  has  been 
called  to  his  long  home  while  in  the  zenith  of  his 
maturity.  Dr.  Bumstead  was  known  both  at  home 
and  abroad  by  his  work  on  venereal  diseases,  the 
last  edition  having  been  revised  during  his  late  ill- 
ness. His  work  has  been  received  as  authority  on 
this  subject,  and  we,  in  common  with  others,  can 
lament  his  early  demise.  He  has  left  his  legacy  to 
the  whole  world. 


Book  Reviews. 


Health  Primers — The  Skin  and  its  Troubles. 

New  York :    D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  549   Broadway. 
1879.     For  sale  by  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

This  is  number  seven  of  Appleton's  series,  and 
discusses  the  subject  under  the  heads  of,  i.  Struc- 
ture of  the  skin.  2.  The  functions  of  the  skin. 
3.  Practical  applications  to  the  conditions  of  daily 
life.  4.  Skin  troubles  frorri  poisonous  clothing,  in- 
judicious use  of  domestic  remedies,  etc.  5.  The 
hair.     6.  The  ordinary  management  of  the  hair. 


A  very  readable  little  book,  and  no  jliscredit 
to  its  predecessors  in  the  series.  Every-  non-pro- 
fessional reader  should  read  it.  Send  fot'-a  copy, 
price  40  cents  by  mail. 

The  Physician's  Visiting  List  for  1880,  twenty- 
ninth  year  of  its  publication.  Philadelphia :  Lind- 
say &  Blakiston.  Sold  by  all  booksellers  and 
druggists.  In  Detroit  by  Arnold  &  Willyoung, 
E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  and  others.     Prices  according 
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to  size.  This  is  an  old  and  established  visiting 
list  and  one  we  have  used  since  its  first  issue,  and 
hence  we  can  recommend  it. 

The  Physician's  Daily  Pocket  Record,  com- 
prising a  Visiting  List,  many  Useful  Memoranda, 
Tables,  etc.  By  S.  W.  Butler,  M.  D.  Fourteenth 
year.  New  and  thoroughly  revised.  Stereotyped 
edition,  with  metric  posological  table,  etc.  Edited 
by  D.  G.  Brinton,  M.  D.  Philadelphia  ;  published 
at  the  office  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  y^*^- 
jJcr/^r,  1 1 5  South  Seventh  street.  1880.  From  the 
publisher. 

A  very  complete  and  convenient  record,  to  be 
carried  in  the  pocket  for  daily  use,  and  in  ordinary 
practices  will  serve  as  a  ledger.  Nevertheless,  the 
latter  book  should  be  kept,  if  for  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  satisfy  the  law. 

Photographic  Illustrations  of  Skin  Diseases. — 

Part  2.  By  George  Henry  Fox,  Clinical  Professor 
of  Dermatology,  Starling  Med.  Col.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  etc.,  etc.  48  Colored  Plates,  taken  from  life. 
Published  in  New  York,  by  E.  B.  Treat,  No.  805 
Broadway. 

This  number  presents  representations  from  life 
of  Keloid,  Rosacia,  Psoriasis  Nummulata,  and  Ich- 
thyosis. It  is  often  the  case  in  illustrations  that 
the  first  numbers  are  the  best.  We  rather  think 
that  the  photographic  representations  are  better  in 
this  number  than  in  the  first.  An  interesting  part 
of  the  work  is  in  the  accompanying  text,  as  the 
history  of  each  case  is  given,  besides  a  full  descrip- 
tion of  the  disease.  With  the  illustration  and  the 
text  so  close  together,  the  work  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
great  value  to  all  interested  in  dermatology. 
From  the  publisher. 

American  Health  Primers — Winter  and  its 
Dangers,  by  Hamilton  Osgood,  M.  D.,  editorial 
staff  of  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Philadelphia:  Lindsay  &  Blakiston.  1879.  For 
sale  in  Detroit  by  Arnold  &  Willyoung.  Price 
50  cents. 

This  is  number  six  of  the  series  and  treats  of, 
Chapter  i.  General  consideration.  2.  Dangers 
arising  from  excess  in  dress.  3.  Carelessness  and 
ignorance  in  bathing.  4.  Inattention  to  pulmo- 
nary food.  5.  Danger  from  over-heated  air.  6.  In- 
difference to  sunshine.  7.  Sedentary  hfe  and  neg- 
lect of  exercise.  8.  The  dangers  of  school  life  in 
winter.  9.  Winter  amusements.  10.  Closing 
considerations.  This  is  a  valuable  number,  and 
discusses  the  subject  in  a  practical  manner  and 
gives  also  a  full  index. 

The  total  number  of  the  series  is  twelve,  they 
can  be  had  separately  for  50  cents  a  number,  or 
$5.00  for  the  entire  series.  Six  are  now  issued, 
and  the  others  will  follow  monthly.  Every  family 
should  buy  them. 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  and  other  Addresses, 

by  Benjamin  Ward  Richardson,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S., 
L.  D.,  F.  S.  A.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  and  Honorary  Physician  to  the  Royal 
Literary  Fund.  New  York :  D.  Appleton  &  Co., 
549  and  551  Broadway.  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co., 
Detroit.  "  Three  of  these  addresses  were  pub- 
lished originally  in  the  Gentlemen's  Magazine. 
Having  often  been  called  for,  they  are  published  in 
this  volume  together  with  six  others  dealing  on 
allied  subjects."  It  is  an  interesting  volume  of 
354  pages  octavo,  and  is  directed  to  the  general 
reader,  yet  is  of  value  to  the  physician.  A  chapter 
is  devoted  to  the  subject  of  "  Burial,  Embalming 
and  Cremation,"  and  as  this  is  a  subject  in  which 
everybody  is  interested,  and  as  the  author  discusses 
it^and  presents  it  to  the   reader  in  all  its   aspects. 


the  most  fastidious  cannot  take  exceptions,  even  if 
he  does  not  accept  the  conclusions. 

We  would  like  to  present  the  book  to  our  readers 
in  extenso,  but  our  space  does  not  permit.  No 
one  will  regret  its  purchase  when  he  has  read  it. 

Chemical  Physiology  and  Pathology.  By  Vic- 
tor C.  Vaughn,  M.  D.,  Fh.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Medi- 
cal Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  etc. 
Part  2  ;  plates.  Ann  Arbor ;  Sheehan  &  Co.,  pub- 
lishers.    1879.     Compliments  of  the  author. 

In  our  April  number  we  noticed  "  Lecture  Notes 
on  Chemical  Physiology  and  Pathology,"  by  Dr. 
Vaughn.  The  book  before  us  constitutes  a  part 
of  the  same.  When  the  text  was  published  the 
author  stated  that  the  plates  should  appear  upon 
charts,  but  upon  further  consideration  and  the  ad- 
vice of  many  teachers,  he  thought  best  to  produce 
them  in  octavo  form.  It  is  intended  that  the 
plates  should  be  used  especially  in  connection  with 
the  tables  for  the  systematic  analysis  of  the  urine, 
given  in  the  text  (pages  294-307). 

In  these  plates  are  shown  all  the  deposits  found 
in  the  urine,  magnified  400  diameters — neverthe- 
less, the  author  informs  us  that  in  order  to  be  cor- 
rect, certain  conditions  found  should  be  subjected 
to  the  tests  of  chemistr)'.  The  plates  are  forty  in 
number,  and  are  presented  in  a  clear  and  compre- 
hensive form. 

We  cordially  recommend  it,  and  especially  to  the 
younger  members  of  the  profession. 

First  Lines  of  Therapeutics  as  based  on  the 
modes  and  processes  of  healing,  as  occurring  spon- 
taneously in  disease,  and  on  the  modes  and  the 
processes  of  dying  as  resulting  naturally  from  dis- 
ease, in  a  series  of  lectures  by  Alexander  Harvey, 
M.  A.,  M.  D.  (Edin.),  Emeritus  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  etc., 
and  late  President  of  the  Harveian  Society  of  Edin- 
burgh, etc.  New  York :  D.  Appleton  &  Co., 
549  and  551  Broadway.  1879.  Octavo,  pages  278. 
Price, .     E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit. 

No  higher  opinion  of  this  book  is  necessary  than 
the  following  from  Sir  Thomas  Watson,  Bart.,  au- 
thor of  "  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,"  as 
contained  in  a  letter  to  the  author  with  permission 
to  print :  "  You  have  thoroughly  threshed  out  the 
great  theme  which  you  proposed  to  discuss.  It  is 
certain  that  a  sound  system  of  therapeutics  must 
rest  on  a  consideration  of  what  nature  in  many 
cases  is  capable,  and  in  some  fewer  cases  is  in- 
capable of  doing  in  disease ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  on  what  art  may  do  in  helping  or  hin- 
dering nature.  All  this,  1  say,  you  have  most  fully 
explained,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  student  of  your 
volume  cannot  fail  to  have  his  mind  cleared  up 
and  settled  on  these  most  important  subjects.  *  * 
I  see  nothing  in  it  which  I  wish  were  otherwise. 
I  am  entirely  in  accord  with  you  as  to  the  vis  med- 
icatrix  natures,  which  some  of  the  present  day  de- 
cry and  denounce."  For  sale  by  E.  B.  Smith  & 
Co.,  Detroit. 

Infant  Feeding  and  its  Influence  on  Life,  or  the 
Causes  and  Prevention  of  Infant  Mortality.  By 
C.  H.  F.  Rotith,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  P.  L.,  Fellow  of 
University  College,  London,  of  the  Medical,  Med- 
ico-Chirurgical,  and  Obstetrical  Societies,"  Senior 
Physician  to  the  Samaritan  Hospital  for  Women 
and  Children,  etc.  Third  edition.  New  York: 
Wm.  Wood  &  Company,  27  Great  Jones  street. 
1879. 

It  is  an  old  adage  "  to  put  the  best  foot  fore- 
most," but  Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Medical 
Authors  improve  by  each  number  issued.  Any 
addition  to  our  knowledge  of  the  management  of 
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infancy  is  always  gladly  received,  and  any  in- 
formation that  can  tend  to  preserve  their  lives 
must  be  considered  a  boon  to  society  and  them- 
selves. 

The  subject  is  divided  into  four  parts.  In  the 
first  the  causes  of  mortality  and  viability  of  the  in- 
fant are  considered.  In  the  second  the  subject  of 
wet  nursing  in  its  physiological,  as  well  as  social 
relations.  In  the  third  the  general  principles  and 
practice  of  alimentation,  and  in  the  fourth  and  last 
-  the  symptoms  and  the  treatment,  dietetic  and  hy- 
gienic and  medical,  of  such  diseases  as  are  likely 
to  shorten  life,  or  impair  their  well-being,  through 
defective  assimilation.  That  the  work  has  reached 
a  third  edition  in  England  goes  far  to  prove  its 
value,  and  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  recognize  it. 
The  author  evidently  understands  his  subject,  and 
discusses  it  in  such  a  way  as  to  carry  conviction 
that  he  writes  from  experience,  and  not  from  theory. 

The  National  Dispensatory,  containing  the  Nat- 
ural History,  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  Action  and  Uses 
of  Medicine,  including  those  recognized  in  the 
Pharmacopoeias  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain 
and  Germany,  with  numerous  references  to  the 
French  Codex.  By  Alfred  Stille,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 
Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania ;  and  John  M.  Maisch,  Phar.  D., 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany  in  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy.  Second  edi- 
tion, thoroughly  revised,  with  numerous  additions, 
with  two  thousand  and  thirty-nine  illustrations. 
Philadelphia;  Henry  C.  Lea.  1879.  From  the 
publisher.  E.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit.  Price  in 
sheep,  $7.50.    Pages  1680. 

That  a  second  edition  of  this  valuable  and  eru- 
dite work  should  be  required  in  so  short  a  time 
speaks  volumes  of  its  value  and  popular  reception. 
In  our  notice  of  the  first  edition  in  our  April  num- 
ber we  remarked  that  "  many  new  remedies  did 
not  appear  in  the  work,  probably  for  the  reason 
that  they  were  not  officinal,"  and  we  hoped  they 
would  not  be  left  out  in  the  second.  We  find  this 
advice  has  been  heeded,  and  Rhamnus  Purshiana, 
not  mentioned  in  the  first  edition,  has  its  position 
in  the  second,  although  its  popular  name,  "  cas- 
cara  sagrada,"  is  not  given.  Its  chief  therapeu- 
tical value  is  in  chronic  constipation,  and  in  this 
part  of  the  country  and  California  is  the  remedy, 
yet  in  the  therapeutical  index,  under  the  head  of 
"  Constipation,"  it  is  not  mentioned,  neither  is  it 
in  the  text.  Fifty-two  more  pages  have  been 
added  to  the  first  edition,  and  a  number  of  new 
illustrations  given. 

The  therapeutical  index  has  been  extended  by 
about  2,250  new  references,  making  the  total 
number  in  the  present  edition  about  6,000.  The 
doses  have  been  expressed  in  the  terms  both  of 
troy  weight  and  of  the  metrical  system.  Both  the 
authors  and  publishers  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  prompt  issue  of  so  valuable  an  addition  to  our 
stock  of  knowledge  of  the  materia  medica  and  its 
practical  application  to  therapeutics.  No  medical 
library  can  be  considered  complete  without  a  copy 
on  its  shelves. 

Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  Central  Free 
Dispensary,  of  west  Chicago,  for  the  year  ending 
June  31,  1879.  This  dispensary  is  located  in  the 
building  of  the  Rush  Medical  College,  corner  of 
Wood  and  Hansom  streets.  It  was  organized 
May  14,  1867.  For  the  month  of  October,  1879,  the 
total  number  of  patients  was  831,  and  for  four 
months  3, 589,  number  of  prescriptions  given  for  four 
months  was  7,552. 

To  the  students  of  Rush  Medical  College  it  must 


afford  an  extensive  source  of  practical  information, 
at  the  same  time  extending  a  great  benefit  to  the 
poor  who  attend  it. 

Pamphlets  Received. 

The  Terminology  of  So-called  Rubeola  not 
Roseola,  by  Benjamin  H.  Rie^gs,  M.  D.,  Selma, 
Alabama,  Reprint  from  Virginia  Medical 
Monthly,  November,  1879.     From  the  author. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Health 
relative  to  Lunatic  Asylums.  Transmitted  to 
the  Legislature  of  New  York,  May  22d,  1879. 
Compliments  of  Alexander  T.  Goodwin,  Senator 
19th  District.     1879. 

Rectal  Alimentation  in  the  Nausea  of  Preg- 
nancy— Intestinal  Inhaustion  the  Rationale  of  its 
Efficacy,  by  Henry  F.  Ca7npbell,  M.  D.,  Augusta, 
Georgia.  Reprint  from  Vol.  Ill,  Gynecological 
Transactions.     From  the  author. 

Tobacco  Poisoning  and  its  Effects  upon  the 
Eye  Sight,  by  A.  W.  Calhoun,  M.  D.,  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  Professor  of  -Eye  and  Ear  and  Throat 
Diseases  in  the  Atlanta  Medical  College,  Reprint 
from  transactions  of  the  Georgia  Medical  Society. 
From  the  author. 

Extirpation  of  the  Ovaries  for  some  of  the 
Disorders  of  Menstrual  Life,  by  William  Goodell, 
A.  M.,  M.  D.  Extracted  from  the  transactions  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia:  Collins,  printer,  705  Jayne  street. 
1879.     From  the  author. 

A  Contribution  to  the  Etiology  of  Skin  Dis- 
eases, read  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Der- 
matological  Association  at  New  York,  August  28, 
1879,  by  James  C.  White,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Dermatology  in  Harvard  University.  Reprinted 
from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
October  23d,  1879.  Cambridge:  Riverside  Press. 
1879.     From  the  author. 

The  Soft  Rubber  Spring-Stem  Pessary  in  the 
Treatment  of  Uterine  Flexions,  "  Dangers 
Avoided,  Benefits  Secured."  Read  before  the 
Georgia  Medical  Association,  Rome,  April  17, 
1879,  by  Henry  Eraser  Campbell,  M.  D.,  chair- 
man of  committee  on  gynecology  for  the  eighth 
district  of  Georgia,  etc.  Extracted  from  the  trans- 
actions.    From  the  author. 


Periodicals. 

Dental  Cosmos.  A  Monthly  Record  of  Dental 
Science,  devoted  to  the  Interests  of  the  Profession. 
Edited  by  James  W.  White,  M.  D.,  D.  D.  S.  Phila- 
delphia; Samuel  S.  White,  publisher,  Chesnut 
street,  corner  of  Twelth  street.  $2. 50  a  year  in 
advance.     Single  copies,  25  cents. 

The  New   York   Medical  Journal  for   1880. — 

This  standard  journal  has  reached  its  32d  volume, 
and  is  published  by  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  549-551 
Broadway,  New  York  city.  James  B.  Hunter, 
M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  State  Woman's 
Hospital,  etc.  Four  dollars  per  annum.  Single 
copies  40  cents.     Two  volumes  a  year. 

America.  This  is  the  title  of  a  new  weekly  jour- 
nal of  modern  progress,  and  is  devoted  to  a  discus- 
sion of  the  vast  and  constantly  developing  com- 
mercial, agricultural  and  mineral  resources  of  our 
great  country.  The  first  number  opens  well.  Pub- 
lished by  Price  &  C(5.,  No.  13  Broadway,  New 
York.     $2.00  per  annum  in  advance. 
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Southern  Clinic.  Bro.  Bryce,  of  the  Southern 
Clinic,  506  North  2d  St.,  Richmond,  Va.,  ought 
to  feel  very  happy.  The  Clinic,  scarce  a  year  old, 
had  to  issue  a  second  edition  for  November — a 
condition  of  affairs  rarely  met  v^^ith  in  Medical 
journalism.  We  congratulate  the  Clinic  on  its  suc- 
cess.    Price,  $1.50  per  annum. 

The  Plumber  and  Sanitary  Engineer,  Edited 
by  Chas.  F.  Wingate,  Esq.,  commenced  its  3d  vol. 
by  the  issue  of  December  ist.  We  are  pleased  to 
chronicle  its  unexampled  prosperity,  and  cordially 
recommend  it  to  all  who  take  interest  in  Sanitary 
Science.  It  is  published  on  the  ist  and  15th  of 
each  month.  Terms,  $2.00  per  annum  in  advance. 
Address,  Plumber  and  Sanitary  Engineer,  140 
William  St.,  New  York. 

Walsh's  Retrospect  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

— This  is  to  be  a  Quarterly  Journal  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  octavo  pages  each.  It  will  be  issued  in 
January,  April,  July  and  October,  If,  upon  the 
receipt  of  the  first  number,  the  subscriber  is  not 
pleased,  the  amount  of  subscription  will  be  re- 
turned. Terms,  $2.00  per  annum.  Ralph  Walsh, 
M.  D.,  editor,  332  C  street,  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
W.  H.  &  O.  H.  Thomson,  publishers. 

The  Jorunal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Disease, 
edited  by  J.  S.  Jewell,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Nervous 
and  Mental  Disease  in  Chicago  Medical  College, 
and  H.  M.  Bannister,  M.  D.  Associate  editors, 
W.  A.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Meredith  Clymer,  M.  D.. 
New  York,  and  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  Philadel- 
phia (issued  quarterly).  The  January  number  for 
1880,  commences  Vol.  V,  new  series  (whole  series, 
Vol.  VI).  Office  of  Publication,  Chicago,  111.,  70 
Monroe  street ;  branch  office.  New  York ;  G.  P. 
Putnam's  Sons,  182  5th  avenue.  Terms,  $5.00  a 
year,  single  numbers  $1.50. 

The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences 

for  1880.  This  old  standard  medical  journal  is 
published  by  Henry  C.  Lea,  No.  706  and  708  San- 
som  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Terms  for  1880: 
The  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences, 
published  quarterly  (1,150  pages  per  annum),  and 
the  Medical  News  and  Abstract,  published 
monthly  (768  pages  per  annum),  $5.00  per  annum 
in  advance.  Separate  subscriptions,  American 
Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  when  not  paid 
in  advance,  $5.00  per  annum.  The  Medical  News 
and  Abstract,  invariably  in  advance,  $2.50.  Sub- 
scribers paying  in  advance  can  obtain  at  the  end 
of  the  year  cloth  covers,  gilt  lettered  for  binding 
the  journals,  two  annually,  by  remitting  ten  cents 
for  each  cover. 

This  old  established  journal  is  edited  by  Dr. 
I.  M.  Hays,  son  of  Dr.  Isaac^  Hays  whose  decease 
we  chronicled  but  a  short  time  since,  and  the  repu- 
tation achieved  by  the  father  is  maintained  by  the 
son.  There  is  no  other  journal  of  the  same  char- 
acter issued  in  the  United  States. 

Archives  of  Medicine,  a  bi-monthly  journal 
edited  by  E.  C.  Seguin,  M.  D.,  assistant  editors, 
Thomas  A.  McBride,  M.  D.,  Matthew  D.  Mann, 
M.  D.,  and  Lewis  A.  Stimson,  M.  D. 

S'il  est  possible  de  perfectioner  1'  espfice  humaine,  c'  est  dans  la 
mfidecine  qu'il  faut  en  chercher  les  moyens. — Descartes. 

New  York :  Copyrighted  by  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons, 
182  5th  avenue.  1879.  $3-oo  per  annum  ;  single 
copies  60  cents.  Besides  the  above,  G.  P.  Put- 
nam's Sons  publish  Archives  of  Ophthahnology, 
Dr.  H.  Knapp,  editor.  Quarterly,  500  octavo 
pages  ;  handsomely  illustrated.  $4.00  per  annum, 
single  numbers  $1.25. 


Archives  of  Otology,  Dr.  H.  Knapp,  editor. 
Quarterly,  from  350  to  400  pages.  $3.00  per  an- 
num; single  copies  $1.00. 

Neurological  Contributions,  by  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Ham- 
mond, editor.  Quarterly.  Each  number  will  be 
complete  in  itself  and  contain  at  least  96  pages. 
$4.00  per  annum;  single  numbers  $1.00. 

Mr.  S.  A.  Solomons  represents  the  above  medi- 
cal publications  for  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons.  These 
are  all  standard  medical  journals,  and  are  edited 
by  gentlemen  thoroughly  qualified  in  their  spe- 
cialties, and  printed  on  handsome  paper.  We  can 
cordially  recommend  them  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession. 

Appleton's  Journal  for  1880.  A  Magazine  of 
General  Literature.  Appleton's  Journal  is  de- 
voted to  literature  of  a  sterling  and  general  char- 
acter ;  fiction  occupies  a  place,  and  descriptive  pa- 
pers appear ;  but  large  place  is  given  to  articles 
bearing  upon  literary  and  art  topics,  to  discussions 
of  social  and  political  progress,  to  papers  ad- 
dressed distinctly  to  the  intellectual  tastes  of  the 
public,  or  subjects  in  which  the  public  welfare  or 
public  culture  is  concerned. 

It  is  the  growing  habit  of  the  leading  minds  in 
all  countries  to  contribute  their  best  intellectual 
work  to  the  magazines  and  reviews  ;  and,  in  order 
that  Appleton's  Journal  may  adequately  reflect 
the  intellectual  activity  of  the  time  thus  expressed, 
it  admits  to  its  pages  a  selection  of  the  more  note- 
worthy critical,  speculative  and  progressive  papers 
that  come  from  the  pens  of  these  writers. 

Terms  of  Appleton's  Journal — Three  dollars  per 
annum,  in  advance,  postage  prepaid  by  the  pub- 
lishers, to  all  subscribers  in  the  United  States  or 
Canada  ;  or  twenty-five  cents  per  number.  A  club 
of  four  yearly  subscriptions  will  entitle  the  sender 
to  an  extra  subscription  gratis  ;  that  is,  five  copies 
will  be  sent  one  year  for  twelve  dollars.  Apple- 
ton's  Journal  and  The  Popular  Science  Monthly, 
for  one  year,  for  seven  dollars,  postage  prepaid 
(full  price,  eight  dollars). 

The  volumes  begin  January  and  July  of  each 
year.  Subscriptions  received  for  any  length  of 
time. 

The  Popular  Science  Monthly.  Conducted  by 
E.  L.  and  W.  J.  Youmans.  The  Popular  Science 
Monthly  has  been  often  pronounced  by  first-rate 
judges  "the  best  periodical  in  the  world."  This  is 
because  it  represents  the  most  valuable  thought 
from  the  most  advanced  scientific  men  of  the  age 
in  all  countries. 

Its  articles  and  abstracts  of  articles,  original,  se- 
lected, and  illustrated,  give  accounts  of  all  im- 
portant discoveries  and  applications  of  science  that 
are  of  general  interest. 

Its  pages  will  also  be  found  faithfully  to  repre- 
sent the  progress  of  scientific  ideas,  as  it  affects 
the  higher  questions  of  human  interest,  such  as 
those  of  the  statesman,  the  philanthropist,  the 
jurist,  the  financier,  the  educator,  the  divine,  the 
artist,  the  historian,  and  the  social  reformer. 

Prominent  attention  has  been  given,  and  will  be 
given,  in  these  pages  to  the  various  sciences  which 
help  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  nature  of 
man,  as  affecting  all  private,  domestic  and  public 
relations— in  short,  to  the  comprehensive  science 
of  human  nature. 

The  Popular  Science  Monthly  is  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  thoughtful,  inquiring  people.  It  is  ad- 
dressed to  the  intelligent  classes  of  society,  but 
treats  its  topics  in  a  popular  style,  as  free  as  pos- 
sible from  technicalities,  and  suited  to  the  capacity 
and  tastes  of  general  readers. 

Its  fifteen  volumes  now  issued  form  the  best 
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popular  science  library  to  be  anywhere  obtained, 
and  it  is  the  intention  of  its  managers  in  every 
practicable  way  to  increase  the  interest  and  value 
of  its  future  numbers. 

Terms — Five  dollars  per  annum  ;  or,  fifty  cents 
per  number.  A  club  of  five  will  be  sent  to  any 
address  for  $20  per  annum.  The  Popular  Science 
Monthly  ^xiA  Appleton's  Jotirnal,  together,  $7  per 
annum  (full  price  $8). 

The  volumes  begin  May  and  November  of  each 
year.  Subscriptions  may  begin  at  any  time.  We 
will  be  glad  to  send  our  Periodical  Catalogue,//-^,?, 
upon  application.  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  publishers, 
549  and  551  Broadway,  New  York, 

The  Atlantic  Monthly  for  1880  promises  to  be 
peculiarly  attractive  and  valuable.  It  will  contain  : 
Serial  Stories,  by  W.  D.  Howells,  author  of  "  The 
Lady  of  the  Aroostook,"  etc.;  Henry  James,  Jr., 
author  of  "The  Europeans,"  etc. ;  and  T.  B.  Aid- 
rich,  author  of  "Prudence  Palfrey,"  etc.  Mr. 
Howell's  story  begins  in  January,  and  will  run  for 
six  or  more  months. 

Short  Stories,  two  or  more  in  each  number,  of 
the  excellent  quality  for  which  the  short  stories  in 
the  Atlantic  arc  celebrated. 

Political  and  Social  Life  at  Washington,  for  the 
last  thirty  years  ;  a  series  of  particularly  interest- 
ing papers  on  persons  and  incidents  of  national 
fame,  by  one  who  has  been  on  the  spot  and  known 
all  about  them. 

Living  questions  in  Politics,  Education,  Reli- 
gion, Art,  Social  Life,  and  whatever  most  interests 
the  American  people,  will  be  discussed  by  persons 
specially  qualified  to  write  of  them  in  an  engaging 
and  instructive  manner. 

Industrial  Topics  will  receive  particular  attention. 

The  Literary  Features  of  the  Atlantic  v/ill  be 
even  fuller  and  better  than  ever  before. 


The  Contributors'  Club,  which  has  proved  so 
popular  a  feature,  will  be  remarkably  full  and  va- 
ried. 

The  Contributors  will  include  Longfellow,  Whit- 
tier,  Holmes,  Lowell,  Mrs.  Stowe,  H.  H.,  Rose 
Terry  Cooke,  Miss  Larcom,  Miss  Preston,  Miss 
Woolson,  Miss  Jewett,  Mrs.  Piatt,  Warner,  War- 
ing, Norton,  Stedman,  Stoddard,  Richard  Grant 
White,  Scudder,  Mark  Twain,  DeForest,  Bishop 
and  others. 

A  superb  life-size  portrait  of  Dr.  Holmes  has 
been  prepared,  and  will  be  furnished  to  Atlantic 
subscribers  for  One  Dollar, 

Beginning  with  January,  1880,  The  Atlantic 
will  be  printed  with  new  and  larger  type  and  page ; 
and  the  numbers  will  have  sixteen  additional 
pages,  making  144  pages  or  more  to  each  number. 

Terms — $4  a  year,  in  advance,  postage  free : 
35  cents  a  number.  With  superb  life-size  portrait 
of  Holmes,  Lowell,  Whittier,  Bryant,  or  Long- 
fellow, $5  ;  with  two  portraits,  $6 :  with  three  por- 
traits, $7 ;  with  four  portraits,  $8 ;  with  all  five 
portraits,  $9. 

Remittances  should  be  made  by  money-order, 
draft,  or  registered  letter  to  Houghton,  Osgood  & 
Co.,  220  Devonshire  street,  Winthrop  Square, 
Boston,  Mass. 

[We  cordially  recommend  the  above  to  our  read- 
ers, both  young  and  old,  as  magazines  that  main- 
tain their  high  standard  in  every  issue. — Ed,] 

Rush  Medical  College.  —  A  concours  for  the 
Lectureship  on  Gynecology,  in  the  spring  course 
of  lectures  in  this  institution,  will  be  held  January 
6th,  1880.  Communication  on  the  subject  can  be 
had  with  Dr.  J.  H.  Etheridge,  secretary,  Chicago, 
111,,  Dec.  I,  1879. 


Proceedings  of  Societies. 


Proceedings    of  the   Wayne   County 
Medical  Society. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  Feb.  20,  1879. 

Dr.  Mulheron  read  a  paper  on  opium,  in  which 
he  discussed  the  physiological  action  of  the  drug, 
its  application  to  a  number  of  diseased  conditions, 
pointed  out  the  liability  to  meconism,  or  the  opium 
habit,  following  its  too  free  use,  and  considered  the 
question  of  the  treatment  of  this  habit. 

Opium  is  the  article  of  our  materia  medica  of 
use  in  the  greatest  variety  of  cases,  and  although 
there  are  a  number  of  synergists  which  can  and 
should  take  its  place  in  a  number  of  the  conditions 
to  which  it  is  applicable,  there  are  times  when 
nothing  but  opium  will  fill  the  bill.  The  use  of  the 
drug  in  labor  was  particularly  dwelt  on.  On  being 
summoned  to  a  supposed  parturient  female,  it  is 
sometimes  a  matter  of  importance  to  know  whether 
or  not  the  grumbling  pains  are  likely  to  culminate 
in  delivery.  When  called  to  such  a  case,  it  is  not 
necessary  long  to  remain  in  a  quandary.  Give  a 
dose  of  opium,  a  full  dose.  If  the  pains  are  spu- 
rious, they  will  vanish  ;,  if  they  are  genuine,  the  re- 
laxing influence  of  the  drug  on  the  circular  fibres 
will  clear  away  the  obstruction.  If  the  pains  cease, 
make  up  your  mind  that  they  have  been  false,  for 
opium  never  arrests  physiological  labor.  Physiologi- 
cally during  the  first  stage  of  labor,  there  is  a  pas- 
sive relaxation  of  the  circular  fibres  of  the  uterus. 


and  particularly  of  those  of  the  os.  Opium  secures 
this  relaxation  when  it  does  not  exist. 

The  following  were  two  of  a  number  of  cases 
narrated  to  illustrate  the  point  alluded  to  : 

Mrs.  M.,  aged  30,  multipara,  was  taken  with 
pains,  which  she  rightly  regarded  as  those  of  labor, 
about  six  P.  M.  At  seven,  I  was  sent  for.  It  was 
some  half  a  mile  distant  from  my  office,  and  as  I 
had  some  patients  in  waiting  when  the  messenger 
came,  I  told  them  to  wait,  expecting,  from  experi- 
ence (having  attended  the  lady  at  two  previous 
confinements),  that  I  should  have  ample  opportu- 
nity to  leave  her  after  instituting  an  examination. 
Her  previous  labors  had  been  quite  tedious.  I 
found  her  suffering  severe  grinding  pains  referred 
to  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  An  examina- 
tion revealed  an  os  into  which  I  could  barely  insert 
the  tip  of  my  finger.  The  pains  did  not  vary  its  size. 
It  was  quite  low  down.  I  had  promised  to  return 
to  my  office  soon,  and  I  gave  the  lady  a  sixth  grain 
of  morphia,  merely  to  make  her  comfortable,  and 
left.  I  had  just  got  nicely  seated  in  my  office, 
when  the  messenger  pounced  in  on  me,  and  suf- 
fered me  not  to  stand  on  the  order  of  my  going. 
I  reached  the  bedside  just  in  time  to  catch  the  drop- 
ping fruit.  The  os  on  which  the  previous  pain  had 
had  no  effect,  had  fully  dilated,  and  the  child  was 
born  inside  of  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  of  the 
giving  of  the  opiate.  The  condition  which  I  found 
on  examination  was  precisely  similar  to  that  which 
existed  at  previous  labor,  and  which,  in  spite  of 
tartar  emetic  given  internally,  and  belladonna  ap- 
plied locally,  had  detained  me  for  tedious  hours. 
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Mrs.  B.,  primipara,  being  taken  with  pains,  sent 
for  me.  I  found  her  suffering  severely,  and  in  a 
very  excitable  condition.  An  examination  showed 
no  condition  of  os  indicating  labor.  It  being  about 
midnight,  I  administered  ten  grains  of  Dover's 
powder,  and  threw  myself  on  a  lounge  for  a  snooze. 
I  awoke  in  about  two  hours,  and  found  my  patient 
blissfully  reposing  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus.  I 
tore  myself  away,  and  heard  no  more  of  her  for 
two  weeks,  when  I  was  again  called.  I  found  the 
OS  low  down,  and  at  each  pain  felt  some  contrac- 
tion on  my  finger.  The  pains  continued,  and  in 
an  hour  another  examination  revealed  no  change. 
In  another  hour  still  another  examination  showed 
still  no  change.  The  pains  in  the  mean  time  showed 
no  diminution.  The  patient  was  feverish  and  irri- 
table, and  an  inevitable  mother-in-law  demanded 
that  "  something  be  done."  I  had  her  sit  over  a 
vessel  of  hot  water.  This  did  no  good.  I  applied 
belladonna,  but  without  effect.  I  gave  tartar  emetic 
to  severe  nausea,  and  still  the  os  remained  hard 
and  unyielding.  I  placed  her  under  the  influence 
of  ether,  with  no  apparent  benefit.  Finally  I  gave 
a  quarter  grain  of  morphia.  The  effect  of  this 
was  almost  magical.  The  patient's  restlessness 
was  allayed,  and  a  sense  of  complacency  took  the 
place  of  anxiety  and  irritability.  The  os  com- 
menced to  yield,  and  inside  of  two  hours  the  child 
was  born. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  cite  other  cases  which 
I  have  seen,  which,  though  not  so  marked,  still  de- 
monstrate the  beneficial  effects  following  opium  in 
cases  of  this  nature.  If  I  had  had  any  case  in 
which  it  had  proven  injurious,  I  should  mention  it 
right  here,  to  prevent  any  too  sanguine  hopes  which 
might  be  based  on  the  drug,  but  I  have  never  met 
with  any  such  case,  and  cannot  therefore  give  any 
warning,  from  experience,  of  any  deleterious  conse- 
quences which  might  follow  its  use. 

The  following  procedure  was  recommended  in 
acute  cases  of  opium  poisoning  : 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  relieve  the  stom- 
ach of  any  of  the  drug  which  may  not  have  been 
absorbed.  An  emetic  may  sometimes  do  this,  but 
a  stomach-pump  will  most  generally  be  required. 
The  stomach  relieved,  the  next  thing  is  to  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  the  drug  in  the  system  and  to 
prolong  life  until  these  effects  have  passed  off. 
The  disposition  to  sleep  must  be  prevented  by 
such  means  as  naturally  suggest  themselves — flag- 
ellations, keeping  the  patient  in  motion,  the  cold 
douche,  galvanism,  etc.  Strong  coffee  has  certain 
antidotal  powers,  feeble  though  they  be,  and  it 
should  be  administered  ad  libitum.  We  now 
come  to  the  drug  which  is  credited  with  antago- 
nistic properties — belladonna.  The  fact  that  bella- 
donna dilates  the  pupil  and  that  opium  contracts  it 
was  sufficient  to  establish  a  certain  antagonism  of 
the  two  drugs.  For  a  time  there  was  supposed  to  be 
some  chemical  antagonism,  but  this  view  has  now 
few  or  no  advocates.  The  antagonism  is  now  re- 
garded as  purely  physiological.  Belladonna  stimu- 
lates the  respiration,  which  opium  embarrasses,  or, 
rather,  counteracts  the  paralysis  of  the  respiratory 
muscles  caused  by  opium.  Numerous  instances 
are  on  record  in  which  physiological  doses  of  bel- 
ladonna, or  its  salt,  atropia,  has  been  of  marked 
benefit  in  opium  poisoning.  It  was  left  for  Mr. 
Fothergill,  however,  to  demonstrate  the  direct  an- 
tagonism of  the  drugs  by  administering  poisonous 
doses  of  atropia  in  a  case  of  opium  narcotism. 
which  would  otherwise  have  terminated  fatally. 
The  following  is  Dr.  Fothergill's  plan  of  proced- 
ure :  "  First  empty  the  stomach  thoroughly,  then 
inject  hypodermically  one-fourth  or  one-third  grain 
of  atropia,  before  the  respiration  is  gravely  af- 
fected ;  then  put  the  patient  to  bed  and  carefully 


note  the  respiration  and  pulse  and  temperature. 
In  half  an  hour  after  the  injection,  should  respira- 
tion still  be  falling,  inject  another  one-third  grain." 
The  Hmit  to  the  amount  of  atropia  injected  would 
seem  to  be  the  susceptibility  to  its  influence  as 
manifested  by  an  improvement  in  the  symptoms  of 
the  opium  narcotism.  The  remedy  must  be  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  heroic  one,  but,  with  the  physiologi- 
cal antagonism  established,  the  physician  would  be 
remiss  in  his  duty  who  failed  to  employ  it  in  a  des- 
perate case.  The  plan  has  not  yet  been  fully 
corroborated  by  successful  experience.  In  the  one 
case  in  which  I  have  tried  it,  marked  improvement 
followed  the  injection  of  two  one-fourth  grains,  at 
intervals  of  an  hour,  and  I  had  some  hope  of  the 
patient's  recovery  until  what  was  apparently  an 
apoplectic  seizure  banished  it.  The  plan  merits  a 
thorough  trial.  The  fact  that  death  is  inevitable 
despite  all  the  ordinary  means  to  prevent  it,  would 
seem  to  furnish  some  excuse,  if  not  justification 
for  the  heroic  resort.  Green  tea  in  very  strong  in- 
fusion, recommended  first  in  1865,  has  latterly  been 
again  brought  forward  and  advocated  with  vigor. 
I   have  had  no  experience  with  it. 

Dr.  Leonard  often  gave  opium  to  steady  and 
strengthen  the  pulse.  An  old  woman,  in  whom 
pulsations  at  the  wrist  could  not  be  detected,  was 
given  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of  morphine,  and  the 
pulse  soon  became  steadier  and  fuller. 

In  opium  poisoning  if  the  sympathetic  nerve  be 
stimulated  by  electricity  it  will  probably  do  harm, 
but  similar  stimulation  of  the  phrenic  will  probably 
do  good.  Much  caution  should  be  used  in  apply- 
ing electricity  to  the  neck  in  these  cases. 

Dr.  Book  has  noticed  in  his  practice  consider- 
able irritability  of  the  bladder  in  all  women  ad- 
dicted to  the  opium  habit,  but  had  noticed  nothing 
of  the  kind  among  men.  He  asked  the  society  if 
any  similar  observations  had  been  made  by  others. 

Dr.  Rouse  saw  a  man  who  had  been  narcotized 
with  opium  for  some  hours.  His  condition  was 
deemed  hopeless.  Electricity  was  applied  to  the 
chest,  and  death  occurred  with  the  first  shock. 
Though  there  was  no  hope  of  recovery,  it  is  pos- 
sible electricity  shortened  by  a  few  moments  the 
man's  life. 

Dr.  Brodie.  Opium  is  one  of  our  most  valuable 
remedies.  There  are  but  few  diseases  which  may 
not  be  benefited  by  its  use.  It  first  eases  pain, 
and  then  causes  exhilaration  and  sleep.  Opium 
constipates  rather  more  than  morphine.  He  has 
used  opiates  in  midwifery  practice  for  many  years 
with  very  satisfactoiy  results.  A  lady  with  os  high 
up  and  slight  sanguineous  discharges,  expected  to 
be  delivered  very  soon.  Gave  her  ]i  grain  of  mor- 
phine, and  left  her  for  a  few  hours,  during  which 
she  enjoyed  a  nice  sleep,  and  attributed  her  trouble 
to  a  party  she  attended  the  previous  evening. 
Called  again  in  a  few  hours,  and  delivery  was 
effected  in  a  short  time,  with  very  little  suffering, 
after  a  labor  of  a  little  over  six  hours.  When 
morphine  is  given  early  in  labor,  there  is  com- 
paratively little  suffering. 

In  opium  poisoning,  the  stomach-pump  is  liable 
to  do  injury  to  the  stomach,  without  much  good 
to  the  patient ;  for  the  poison  will  probably  have 
been  absorbed  before  the  pump  can  be  used. 

Dr.  Book.  When  a  large  quantity  of  opium  in  a 
liquid  form  has  been  taken,  it  is  well  to  pump  it 
out.  A  man  took  four  ounces  of  laudanum,  and 
two  hours  after  the  stomach-pump  brought  up 
considerable  of  the  medicine.  After  repeatedly 
washing  the  stomach  with  water,  the  pump  brought 
up  the  fluid  smelling  strongly  of  laudanum.  This 
man  recovered. 

Dr.  Brodie.  Not  a  few  give  opium  in  pneumo- 
nia,  but  it  should  be  preceded  by  bleeding.     It 
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may  be  given  in  almost  every  other  inflammatory 
affection  with  benefit. 

Dr.  Mulheron.  Opium  acts  like  a  splint  to  the 
lungs  in  pneumonia,  and  should  be  very  beneficial. 

Dr.  Brodie  reported  a  case  of  gall  stone  relieved 
by  morphine.  Pressure  over  the  liver  seemed  to 
give  considerable  relief. 

Dr.  Norton  reported  two  interesting  cases  of 
gall-stone  ;  one  diagnosed  neuralgia  of  the  stomach, 
the  other  resulted  in  death. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  March  6th,  1879. 

Dr.  Lyster's  patient,  with  hip-joint  disease,  pre- 
sented on  the  5th  September,  1878,  was  again  be- 
fore the  society,  with  his  condition  much  improved. 

Dr.  Mulheron.  Two  weeks  ago  last  Sunday 
night,  visited  a  woman,  aged  36  years,  who  sup- 
posed herself  to  be  in  labor.  He  had  attended  her 
on  two  previous  labors.  This  woman  has  a  very 
large  frame,  bilious  temperament,  slow  pulse — 
about  65 — and  is  quite  unexcitable.  He  was  re- 
called in  haste  Tuesday  morning,  and  arrived  only 
in  time  to  attend  to  the  after-birth.  There  was 
nothing  unusual  about  the  confinement,  and  the 
patient  was  dismissed  convalescent  on  Friday. 

Last  Sunday  morning,  at  4,  at  9  and  at  1 1 
o'clock,  she  passed,  per  rectum,  about  six  quarts 
• — a  large  chamber  full — of  venous  blood.  He 
found  her  in  a  state  of  collapse,  pulseless,  cold  and 
clammy,  with  strong  symptoms  of  impending 
death.  The  tongue  was  moist.  The  woman  was 
kept  in  bed  and  given  opium,  acetate  of  lead  and 
brandy.  She  soon  rallied.  Temperature  normal, 
and  the  preparations  made  for  transfusion  were 
not  required.  A  few  days  before  this  the  stools 
were  clay-colored,  but  soon  became  normal,  with  a 
little  mercurial. 

On  Monday  evening,  without  obvious  cause,  the 
temperature  was  104°  Fah.,  and  the  pulse  150. 
Under  the  left  scapula  there  was  found,  on  care- 
ful examination,  congestion — probably  hypostatic 
— of  the  lung.  On  Wednesday  morning  she  passed 
about  a  pint  of  black  blood.  There  was  great  ex- 
haustion, which  was  relieved  by  brandy.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  high  temperature  on  Monday  the 
condition  might  not  have  been  regarded  as  criti- 
cal. The  woman  is  still  in  a  very  critical  condi- 
tion. 

Dr.  Lyster.  The  temperature  of  patients,  as 
shown  by  the  thermometer,  may  vary  with  the 
weather,  the  time  of  day,  etc.,  much  more  than 
might  be  suspected.  A  self-registering  thermom- 
eter, left  with  the  patient,  furnishes  valuable  in- 
formation by  recording  the  variations  of  tempera- 
ture much  oftener  than  could  be  done  by  the  phy- 
sician at  his  ordinary  visits,  morning  and  evening. 
There  is  rather  more  danger  of  inflammation  fol- 
lowing free  hemorrhage  of  the  parturient  woman 
than  in  other  cases. 

Dr.  Brodie.  This  woman  would  probably  have 
died  of  inflammation  had  it  not  been  for  the  hem- 
orrhage. Free  hemorrhage  with  confinement  is  a 
good  safeguard  against  inflammation.  The  feeling 
of  the  pulse  during  inflammation  is  so  peculiar,  that 
its  presence  is  easily  recognized  without  the  ther- 
mometer. 

Dr.  Gustin  saw  a  lady  whose  temperature  rose 
rapidly  from  101°  to  106°  Fah.,  without  obvious 
cause.  Death  occurred  within  twenty-four  hours, 
but  its  approach  would  not  have  been  suspected 
so  soon  had  it  not  been  for  the   themometer. 

Dr.  Brodie.     About   two  months  ago  a  gentle- 


man had  pain  at  the  root  of  a  tooth.  The  den- 
tist gave  no  relief.  A  small  abscess  of  the  gum 
formed,  was  opened,  and  discharged  bloody  mat- 
ter, without  relief.  The  tooth  was  removed,  and 
then  pain  appeared  in  the  lip,  which  was  after- 
wards opened  and  discharged  bloody  matter. 
Similar  results  followed  on  the  posterior  portion  of 
the  thigh  and  on  the  ankle,  from  which  consider- 
able matter  flowed  on  being  opened.  After  this 
the  patient  improved,  and  the  ankle  discharged 
laudable  pus.  One  evening  he  took  two  glasses 
of  milk,  on  the  recommendation  of  friends,  and 
went  to  bed  feeling  much  better  than  usual.  In 
one  hour  and  a  half  he  was  dead.  The  cause  of 
death  is  not  very  obvious.  It  may  possibly  have 
resulted  from  the  milk. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATEP  MEETING. 

Detroit,  March  20,  1879. 

Dr.  Rouse  read  a  paper  on  "  Influenza  vs.  Diph- 
theria" (see  page  302,  present  number  New  Pre- 
parations). 

Dr.  Lyster.  There  is  at  times  much  difficulty 
in  distinguishing  diphtheria  from  some  other  dis- 
eases of  the  throat,  and  if  there  are  any  clinical 
distinctions,  they  should  be  known.  We  are  only 
sure  of  diphtheria  when  there  is  considerable 
swelling  of  the  cervical  glands.  He  saw  a  case 
in  which  no  membrane  could  be  detected,  and  the 
diagnosis  would  have  been  uncertain  were  it  not 
that  other  children  in  the  same  family  had  unmis- 
takable symptoms  of  diphtheria.  It  became  para- 
lyzed and  died.  For  treatment,  he  sustains  the 
strength  and  uses  disinfectants — lime  water,  car- 
bolic acid,   etc.,  locally  by  means  of  the  atomizer. 

Dr.  Richards.  Has  seen  cases  of  diphtheria  re- 
cover within  a  week.  The  throat  disease  this  win- 
ter has  often  attacked  every  member  of  the  family. 
In  some  cases  the  well  children  have  been  kept 
from  the  sick,  and  escaped  the  disease.  The  exu- 
date will  dissolve  in  water.  In  the  horse  disease,  a 
few  years  ago,  at  times  much  matter,  somewhat 
resembling  muscular  tissue,  was  ejected.  He  has 
seen  nothing  like  this  in  the  throat  disease  of  peo- 
ple. 

Dr.  Lichty.  In  all  cases  of  diphtheria  the  symp- 
toms are  very  severe  and  the  prostration  very 
great.  There  is  usually  a  chill,  followed  by  fever, 
and  in  twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours  false  mem- 
brane. There  is  considerable  swelling  of  the  cer- 
vical glands,  and  the  head  is  usually  thrown  back- 
wards.    Usually  two  out  of   three  die. 

Dr.  Book.  The  exudate  seems  to  be  the  only 
diagnostic  sign  of  diphtheria. 

Dr.  Leonard.  If  the  patient  dies,  the  disease  is 
diphtheria ;  if  it  lives  it  is  something  else.  Proba- 
bly diphtheroid  would  be  the  proper  name  for  this 
winter's  epidemic.  In  this  throat  disease,  when 
the  anterior  palatine  pillars  are  inflamed,  the  cure 
is  difficult.  Diphtheritic  exudate  cannot  be  read- 
ily removed  without  lacerating  the  tissues,  but  in 
this  epidemic  the  deposit  can  be  readily  wiped  off 
with  tinct.  ferri  mur.,  or  tinct.  iodine. 

Dr.  Davenport.  Some  years  ago  there  were 
many  cases  of  sore-throat,  but  saw  only  two  cases 
of  diphtheria.  All  readily  recovered  with  the  ap- 
plication of  salt  and  tannic  acid. 

Dr.  Brodie.  We  are  indebted  to  another  school 
of  practitioners  for  the  present  use  of  the  term 
diphtheria — not  Bretoneau.  This  disease  is  local, 
has  been  caused  by  the  very  severe  weather,  and 
might  be  termed  faucitis.  A  similar  throat  trou- 
ble prevailed   some  years  ago,  during  a  very  cold 
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winter.  Extreme  heat  as  well  as  cold  may  pro- 
duce similar  results.  Swelling  of  the  cervical 
gland  occurs  only  in  scrofulous  patients. 

Dr.  Rouse.  Cases  of  this  disease  have  been  ob- 
served in  all  seasons,  more  frequently  in  the  cold 
or  damp  one,  since  1873. 

Dr.  Lichty.  Deaths  this  winter  from  lung  diffi- 
culties have  been  frequent.  A  benefit  society  had 
twenty-three  deaths  from  inflammation  of  the 
lungs  in  thirty-seven  losses. 

Dr.  Richards.  Not  a  few  who  have  their  lives 
insured  have  disease  of  the  lungs. 

Dr.  Leonard.  This  winter  the  air  has  been  re- 
markably cold  and  dry.  A  very  dry  air  favors  ex- 
cessive evaporation  from  the  lungs,  and  may  there- 
by induce  inflammation. 

Dr.  Richards.  When  out  on  the  plains,  where 
the  air  was  remarkably  dry  and  pure,  fresh  meat 
could  be  dried  in  the  open  air  without  taint ;  the 
men  and  horses  previously  afflicted  with  lung  diffi- 
culties generally  improved. 

Dr.  Lyster.  Old  people  die  during  cold  weather, 
possibly  from  its  depressing  effects  ;  young  people 
during  hot. 

Dr.  Leonard  presented  a  photograph  of  a  colored 
man  who  had  lost  a  large  portion  of  his  face  from 
syphilis.  The  ulceration  has  continued  seventeen 
years,  and  is  remarkable  on  account  of  the  amount 
of  tissue  removed.  The  photograph,  with  a  de- 
scription, was  sent  from  the  country  by  a  friend. 

Dr.  Lyster,  having  reported  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Dr.  Clark,  moved,  seconded  by  Dr.  Richards,  and 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  is  hereby, 
instructed  to  convey  to  Dr.  Clark  the  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy of  this  society  in  this  hour  of  his  sad  be- 
reavement. 

Dr.  Brodie.  There  are  a  number  of  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city. 
Mrs.  C.  died  of  it  after  three  days'  illness.  He 
also  reported  the  following :  Mrs.  C.  B.  was  taken 
with  severe  pain  in  vagina  and  rectum.  The  pain 
extended  upwards  as  far  as  the  stomach.  The 
bowels  were  slightly  swollen,  and  very  tender. 
The  features  became  pinched  and  the  surface  mot- 
tled.    She  died  on  the  fourth  day,  of  peritonitis. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  April  3,  1879. 
Dr.  E.  P.  Christian  gave  a  very  interesting  re- 
port of  a  case  in  which  premature  labor  had  been 
induced  as  a  prophylactic  measure  against  puer- 
peral eclampsia.  The  patient,  a  stout,  heavy  and 
apparently  healthy  woman,  was  first  seen  during 
the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy.  Notwithstand- 
ing her  appearance  of  robust  health  she  was  a 
chronic  invalid.  When  seen  there  was  great  ana- 
sarca of  legs,  and  a  great  quantity  of  albumen  in 
the  urine.  She  was  suffering  from  epigastric  dis- 
tress, which  she  herself  attributed  to  cramps,  but 
which  the  doctor  regarded  as  premonitory  signs  of 
eclampsia.  A  mixture  of  ether  and  chloroform 
given  internally  relieved  this  distress,  after  which 
the  patient  went  to  sleep,  and  was  comfortable  for 
thirty-six  hours.  Slight  uterine  pains  then  super- 
vened, and  also  a  diarrhoea,  which  continued 
throughout  a  whole  day,  and  was  followed  by  a 
violent  convulsion,  accompanied  by  wild  delirium 
and  pain  in  the  head.  The  doctor,  as  soon  as  he 
arrived,  bled  the  patient  to  syncope,  after  which 
she  quieted  down  and  slept.  Chloral  hydrate  was 
then  given,  and  the  labor  proceeded  to  its  close 
without  return  of  spasm.  The  child,  a  boy,  was 
alive,  and  is  living  at  the  date  of  the  report.    The 


anasarca  disappeared,  although  the  albumen  never 
completely  left  the  urine.  The  general  health 
never  quite  reached  even  the  poor  standard  of  that 
before  pregnancy.  Patient  was  warned  that  in  the 
event  of  another  pregnancy  abortion  in  the  early 
months  would  insure  her  the  only  chance  of  life. 

June  25,  1878,  patient  again  three  months  ad- 
vanced in  pregnancy.  Legs  and  hands  already 
much  swollen  and  urine  largely  albuminous ;  suf- 
fers much  from  headaches.  The  necessity  of 
having  abortion  induced  and  the  risks  of  delay 
were  impressed  upon  her,  but,  receiving  temporary 
benefit  from  treatment,  she  declined  to  accede  at 
this  time.  August  22d,  anasarca  increased,  in- 
tense headaches,  temporary  blindness,  patient  de- 
sirous of  the  operation.  With  the  assistance  of 
Dr.  Langlois  a  strong  tent  was  passed  into  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  retained  by  tampon  and  al- 
lowed to  remain  twenty-four  hours,  by  which  time 
considerable  uterine  irritation  had  been  excited, 
with  threatening  cerebral  symptoms.  25th,  tent 
was  removed,  and  a  metallic  sound  passed.  This 
was  followed  immediately  by  a  little  blood,  and 
through  the  day  by  a  larger  quantity.  Patient  put 
on  ergot.  28th.  No  decided  mdications  of  uterine 
action  as  yet.  Sound  again  passed  well  up  and 
turned  freely.  This  was  followed  by  larger  dis- 
charge of  blood,  with  excitement  of  uterine  ac- 
tion, and  twenty-four  hours  afterwards  the  patient 
was  delivered  of  a  four-and-a-half  months'  foetus 
by  Dr.  T.  J.  Langlois,  who  stated  that  he  was  in 
constant  apprehension  of  the  accession  of  spasms 
from  the  great  degree  of  cerebral  excitement.  The 
patient's  recovery  was  slow  and  tedious. 

Dr.  Christian  was  convinced  that  the  patient 
could  not  have  survived  a  labor  at  full  term.  In- 
deed, she  could  not  have  gone  much  longer  with- 
out the  accession  of  spasms.  These  came  on  at 
seven  and  a  half  months  in  her  previous  labor,  and 
the  anasarca  and  cerebral  disturbances  and  condi- 
tion of  urine  were  already,  at  four  months,  as  bad 
as  ^immediately  before  the  spasms  in  the  former 
one. 

Dr,  Klein,  The  doctor's  procedure  was  very  ju- 
dicious. No  court  or  jury  could  properly  convict 
had  the  result  been  unfavorable.  Some  time  ago 
a  similar  case,  under  the  care  of  Drs.  Kiefer, 
Pitcher  and  Klein,  occurred  in  this  city.  The  wo- 
man was  delivered  of  twins  at  about  the  seventh 
month.  She  recovered  and  afterwards  bore  chil- 
dren. In  cataleptic  convulsions  the  foetus  must 
die,  and  should  therefore  be  removed.  In  Dr. 
Christian's  case  both  mother  and  child  would 
probably  have  died  had  any  other  method  been 
adopted. 

Dr.  Mulheron.  Would  albuminuria  and  ana- 
sarca in  one  case  of  labor  justify  the  induction  of 
premature  delivery  in  a  subsequent  pregnancy  } 

Dr.  Christian.  No ;  but  in  this  case  the  early 
development  of  severe  symptoms — the  woman 
being  as  bad  at  the  third  to  fourth  month  as  in 
the  previous  case  at  the  seventh  to  eighth  month — 
rendered  it  highly  probable  that  without  relief 
death  must  soon  result.  He  has  attended  eleven 
cases  of  puerperal  convulsions,  six  of  which  were 
fatal.  Two  of  these  were  seen  very  late,  on  ac- 
count of  distance  from  office.  The  urine  was  not 
examined  in  all  these  cases,  and  some  of  them 
never  had  anasarca. 

Dr.  Mulheron.  Each  case  of  puerperal  convul- 
sions should  be  judged  by  itself.  He  would 
scarcely  attempt  the  course  pursued.  It  would 
possibly  be  better  to  let  the  woman  take  her 
chances,  for  very  many  cases  of  gestation  with 
albuminuria  and  anasarca  terminate  favorably. 

Drs.  Book  and  Lichty  approved  of  the  course 
pursued. 
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Dr.  Norton.  Cannot  fully  approve  the  course 
taken.  The  first  child  was  saved,  and,  had  the 
woman  been  left  alone,  similar  results  might  have 
followed  with  the  second.  Abortion  may  prevent 
or  arrest  convulsions  in  some,  but  not  all  cases. 
A  woman,  after  an  easy  labor,  was  up  and  around. 
Her  complexion  was  pale  and  waxy.  There  were 
severe  pains  in  the  back  and  spasmodic  respira- 
tion. Convulsions  came  on  and  death  ensued 
within  four  days.  There  had  been  no  anasarca 
before  labor. 

Dr.  Rouse.  The  course  pursued  is  sanctioned 
by  good  authority.  It  is  advisable,  when  possible, 
to  continue  these  cases  till  the  child  is  viable. 
Anasarca  is  not  necessarily  an  accompaniment  of 
puerperal  convulsions.  The  most  severe  non-fatal 
case  he  had  seen  was  unattended  by  anasarca. 

Dr.  Richards.  Believes  the  course  pursued  judi- 
cious. He  has  seen  three  cases  of  puerperal 
convulsions  unattended  by  anasarca;  one  died, 
two  recovered. 

Dr.  Brodie.  This  case  is  peculiar.  In  the  first 
pregnancy  there  is  no  history  of  albuminuria  till 
about  the  seventh  month.  In  the  second  the 
symptoms  were  worse  at  the  fourth  month  than 
in  the  previous  at  the  seventh,  and  as  treatment  re- 
sulted in  no  benefit,  the  course  pursued  was  jus- 
tifiable, and  no  court  could  convict  had  the  opera- 
tion proved  fatal.  Labor  is  always  attended  with 
some  danger,  and  very  few  die  of  abortion  when 
performed  by  skillful  hands.  Anasarca  during 
pregnancy  is  only  a  symptom  or  result  of  ob- 
structed circulation.  Some  women  always  have 
dropsy  during  gestation. 

Dr.  Mulheron.  There  is  a  woman  in  this  city 
who  has  had  albuminuria  for  four  years,  and  dur- 
ing this  time  two  confinements,  with  no  more  than 
the  usual  trouble. 

Dr.  Mulheron  continued  his  report  from  March 
6th  of  a  puerperal  woman.  She  took  consider- 
able nourishment,  which  seemed  to  digest  well,  but 
her  strength  failed,  and  death  occurred  on  Mon- 
day. The  tongue  was  moist,  the  right  lung  cleared 
considerably,  the  left  inflamed.  Drs.  McGraw, 
Lyster,  Farrand  and  Brodie  saw  her  in  consulta- 
tion. A  blister  was  applied  to  her  chest  by  the 
advice  of  Dr.  Brodie,  with  apparently  good  re- 
sults. This  woman  lost  about  two  gallons  of 
blood,  which  was  probably  from  the  hemorrhoidal 
veins.  There  were  no  indications  of  ulceration  of 
Peyer's  patches. 

Dr.  Brodie.  A  woman,  subject  to  attacks  of 
rheumatism,  which  usually  lasts  about  a  week,  had 
severe  pain  in  the  knee  two  weeks  ago  Saturday. 
Iodides  and  bromides  were  given  and  she  was 
much  better  Sunday.  On  Tuesday  she  had  dysu- 
ria  and  severe  pain  in  the  back.  Thursday  she 
suffered  much,  but  was  relieved  by  free  catharsis. 
Saturday  she  was  reported  dying.  Had  intense 
pain  in  head  ;  body  puffy.  Got  easier.  Sunday,  a 
violent  convulsion,  after  which  she  was  blind,  ana- 
sarcous,  and  appeared  as  if  under  the  influence  of 
opium.     Tartar  emetic  and  spts.  Mindererus  were 


given,  but  another  convulsion  occurred  within 
twenty-four  hours.  This  was  followed  by  a  slight 
vaginal  discharge,  restoration  of  sight,  and  rapid 
recovery.  She  supposed  she  had  passed  the  men- 
strual period. 

Dr.  Norton.  This  case  looks  like  a  neurosis— 
the  blindness  being  due  to  pressure  on  the  brain. 
Some  time  ago  a  child  had  albuminuria  following 
scarlatina.  It  became  blind,  leeches  were  applied, 
and  the  next  day  it  could  see. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 

STATED  MEETING. 

Detroit,  May  24,  1879. 

Dr.  Leonard  exhibited  an  instrument  recently 
devised  by  him,  to  take  the  place  of  the  metritomes 
now  in  use.  It  is  modeled  after  the  scissors,  with 
the  cutting  edges  on  the  backs  of  the  blades,  and 
so  arranged  that  by  closing  the  handles  the  blades 
open.  This  instrument  can  be  introduced  as  a 
probe,  the  blades  distended  to  the  desired  amount, 
as  indicated  by  a  graduated  scale  attached  to  the 
handles,  and  the  cervix  incised  as  the  metritome  is 
being  withdrawn.  The  metritomes  hitherto  in  use 
are  too  flexible,  and  on  being  withdrawn  are  usually 
dulled  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  speculum. 

He  believes  the  cutting  to  relieve  conoid  os  is 
more  extensive  than  necessary,  and  patients  of 
several  of  our  leading  gynaecologists  have  died 
either  from  the  operation,  or  from  the  resulting  in- 
flammation. Better  results  can  be  obtained  by  in- 
cising the  structure  and  keeping  the  canal  open 
by  a  pessary,  or  by  passing  a  probe  two  or  three 
times  a  week.  The  patient  should  remain  in  bed 
about  two  weeks  after  the  operation.  About  99 
per  cent  of  American  women  have  some  sexual 
ailment,  in  most  cases  commencing  during  pre- 
matrimonial  life.  There  is  no  just  reason  why 
virgins  should  not  receive  local  treatment. 

Dr.  Brodie.  Specialists  have  carried  their  theories 
to  extremes.  When  possible,  local  examinations 
for  female  diseases  in  virgins  should  be  avoided, 
for  they  seem  to  destroy  to  a  considerable  extent 
that  modesty  and  moral  sensibility  which  give  such 
peculiar  charms  to  the  chaste  young  lady.  These 
ailments  can  usually  be  treated  successfully  by 
other  means. 

Dr.  Snow.  There  have  been  quite  a  number  of 
cases  of  erysipelas,  not  severe,  in  his  vicinity.  There 
is  no  puerperal  fever,  but  a  low  nervous  fever  for  a 
day  or  two  has  been  observed  in  some  women  after 
confinement. 

Dr.  Brodie,  delegate  to  the  American  Medical 
Association,  reported  the  attendance  and  merit  of 
papers  read,  a  little  below  the  average,  but  the 
social  entertainments  were  of  a  superior  order. 
The  discussions  seemed  to  indicate  that  the  anti- 
septic (Listerism)  treatment  of  wounds,  and  Sayre's 
jacket  for  diseased  spine  scarcely  maintain  their 
position  in  professional  estimation. 

W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


Clippings. 


New  Remedies. — Our  American  cousins  are 
continually  introducing  new  remedies,  and  we  have 
fluid  extracts,  in  the  market,  of  coto  bark,  cascara 
sagrada,  folia  carobse,  rhus  aromatica,  damiana, 
boldo,  berberis  aquifolium,  black  haw,  grindelia 
robusta,  grindelia  squarrosa,  kaki,  cercis  Canaden- 
sis. 

The  surgery,  of  the  practitioners  of  the  future, 
will  have  to  be  as  large  as  St.  Paul's^  Cathedral,  if 


new  remedies  are  produced  at  the  same  rate  we 
have  had  them  of  late  years.— T-^^  Med.  Press  and 
Circular,  London,  England. 

Definition  of  Evolution, — The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  observes  that  it  was  Herbert  'Spen- 
cer who  made  the  following  definition  of  evolu- 
tion :  "  Evolution  is  a  change  from  an  indefinite, 
incoherent  homogeneity  to  a  definite,  coherent  het- 
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erogeneity,  through  continuous  differentiations 
and  integrations."  And  it  was  the  mathematician 
Kirkman  who  translated  it  into  plain  English  : 
"  Evolution  is  a  change  from  a  nohowish,  un- 
talkaboutable,  allalikeness  to  a  somehowish,  and 
in-general-talk-aboutable,  not-at-all-alikeness,  by 
continuous  something-else-ifications  and  stick-to- 
getherations." — Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal Reporter. 


Pop-Corn  in  the  Nausea  of  Pregnancy. — 
Dr.  F.  A.  Burrall,  of  this  city,  writes  :  "  One  of 
the  best  remedies  for  the  nausea  which  attends  the 
parturient  state  is  the  quickly  roasted  grain  of  the 
Zea  mays  or  Indian  corn.  It  is  too  familiarly 
known  as  '  pop-corn '  to  require  any  description. 
Many  physicians  are  not  aware  of  the  beneficial 
results  which  may  be  derived  from  the  use  of  this 
simple  agent.  It  should  be  white  and  hght,  and 
may  be  eaten  freely,  sprinkled  with  salt.  I  think  it 
is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  it  will  be. found  of  the 
greatest  service  in  many  cases  where  .the  products 
of  the  chemist's  art  have  proved  unavailing." — The 
Medical  Record. 


Fluid  Extract  Grindelia  Squarrosa. — I 
was  called,  August  26,  to  see  Mr.  G.  S.,  aged  forty- 
three,  a  coal  miner.  He  suffered  for  over  one  year 
with  constantly  recurring  intermittent  fever,  some- 
times broken  with  quinine  and  Fowler's  solution, 
but  returning  while  taking  it,  I  ordered  him  one 
and  one-half  ounces  of  grindelia  squarrosa,  to  be 
taken  thirty  drops  three  times  a  day  after  meals, 
in  water.  He  has  not  chilled  since.  I  might  re- 
cord a  number  of  cases  in  which  this  remedy  has 
been  used  with  success  as  a  substitute  for  quinine. 
I  would  be  pleased  if  the  doctors  would  give  it  a 
trial  and  report  through  the  Brief. — L.  C.  Mc- 
Dowell, M.  D.,  in  Medical  Brief. 

A  New  Anthelmintic. — The  Ocymuni  Basili- 
cum,  a  plant  known  in  Buenos  Ayres  under  the 
name  "albochaca,"  has  an  action  of  such  a  nature 
that  the  worms  in  every  stage  of  development  rap- 
idly leave  their  location  after  the  juice  reaches 
them.  Its  use  is  so  much  the  more  to  be  recom- 
mended since  in  the  event  of  no  worms  being 
present,  no  injurious  effect  results  from  the  plant, 
but  merely  a  laxative  and  disinfectant  action.  Fifty 
grammes  of  the  juice  is  given,  followed  in  two 
hours  by  a  dose  of  castor  oil.  A  free  discharge 
of  the  worms  may  be  expected. 

The  above  observations  of  Dr.  Lemos  and  the 
results  obtained  are  very  encouraging  and  invite 
further  investigation,  the  more  since  the  number  of 
anthelmintics  is  limited,  and  their  action  often  un- 
satisfactory.— Med.  Neuigk. 


Dangers  from  the  Use  of  Pilocarpine. — 
Besides  its  alleged  ecbolic  properties,  Dr.  Jenkins, 
of  New  York,  has  called  attention  to  another  ob- 
jection to  the  hypodermic  injection  of  pilocarpine 
in  any  case,  and  that  is  the  flooding  of  the  lungs  by 
an  excessive  bronchial  secretion. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Thomas  thinks  the  objection  worthy 
of  serious  consideration.  He  has  seen  a  case  of 
uraemia  toward  the  end  of  the  eighth  month  of 
pregnancy,  where  labor  was  brought  on  and  the 
child  delivered  alive,  the  mother  suffering  greatly 
after  the  birth  of  the  child  and  becoming  comatose. 
Jaborandi  was  tried  by  the  rectum,  and  resulted  in 
a  profuse  bronchorrhoea,  which  was  at  first  attrib- 
uted to  an  alteration  in  the  circulation.  The  fluid 
was  excessive,  and  the  noise  produced  in  respira- 
tion resembled  the  so-called  "death  rattle." — Med- 
ical and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Castanea  Vesca  in  Hooping-cough. — By 
Dr.  W.  Kovatsch,  in  Laibach.  Metnorabilien,  vol. 
12.  The  writer  concludes,  from  extensive  obser- 
vations with  this  drug,  that :  i.  In  the  first  stage 
of  hooping-cough  it  is  of  no  service,  light  narcotics 
being  indicated,  as  aq.  laurocerasus,  ext.  hyosc, 
etc.  2.  In  the  second  stage,  where  no  complica- 
tions exist,  it  markedly  decreases  the  paroxysms 
within  twenty-four  hours,  but  the  medicine  must 
be  continued  for  at  least  two  weeks.  3.  In  the 
third  stage,  if  the  patient  is  restless,  a  Dover's 
powder  with  quinine  is  given  at  bedtime,  and  the 
medicament  continued.  4.  The  dose  for  children 
under  one  and  a  half  years,  half  a  drachm  every 
two  to  four  hours,  for  older  children  a  half  to  one 
drachm  every  two  or  three  hours.  He  does  not 
consider  this  a  panacea  for  all  hoopine-cough 
cases,  but  believes  it  to  possess  great  virtues. — 
American  Journal  of  Obstetrics. 


Pepsine. — In  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine, 
M.  Vulpian  has  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
pepsines  delivered  from  different  pharmacies  vary 
much  in  their  digestive  power,  some  of  them  mod- 
ifying albumen  so  slowly  as  to  make  it  doubtful 
what  good  effect  they  can  have  when  administered 
to  dyspeptics.  He  also  confirmed  a  conclusion 
arrived  at  some  time  ago  by  Dr.  Symes  {Pharm. 
Jour.),  that  the  action  of  pepsine  is  retarded  by 
the  presence  of  alcohol.  Wines  and  elixirs  of  pep- 
sine are  very  much  used  in  France,  and  as  M.  Vul- 
pian went  on  to  say  that  some  of  the  most  re- 
nowned elixirs  contained  an  extremely  small  quan- 
tity of  pepsine,  the  rest  intended  to  have  been  pres- 
ent having  probably  been  precipitated  by  the  alco- 
hol during  manufacture  of  the  preparations,  the 
statement  has  caused  some  little  sensation  amongst 
the  makers. — Med.  Press  and  Circular. 


A  Case  of  Psoriasis. — R.  H.  P.,  aged  thirty- 
three,  applied  to  me,  during  the  month  of  June,  for 
advice  about  a  skin  disease  situated  upon  the  arm 
and  in  the  hair.  The  eruption  resembled  common 
mason's  mortar  in  color  and  appearance,  and  had 
discharged  quite  freely  before  he  had  applied  for 
advice.  It  gave  rise  to  pruritus  and  pain.  I  rec- 
ognized it  as  lepra  vul.  or  psoriasis,  and  success- 
fully healed  it  with : 

'^,.     Chrysophanic  acid,  3  U- 
Unguent,  simplicis,  5  U- 

M.    Ft.  unguentum.      Sig.    Apply  at  night  only. 

Upon  the  glans  penis  was  a  hard  chancre  which 
I  cauterized  with  ethylate  of  sodium  and  applied 
the  following  after  dressing  : 

!3.     lodoformi, 
Zinci  oxidi, 
Tannin,  of  each,  equal  parts. 

The  psoriasis  had  been  contracted  three  years 
previous  to  the  syphilitic  eruption  which  excludes 
the  syphilitic  origin  of  the  disease. — Luigi  G. 
Doane,  M.  D.,  itt  Medical  Brief. 


IL  Tayuya  as  an  Anti-Syphilitic— Dr.  C. 
PeUizzari  publishes  the  observations  which  he 
made  upon  nine  cases  occurring  whilst  he  acted  as 
an  assistant  in  the  clinic  for  syphilis  of  Prof.  P. 
PeUizzari,  in  Florence.  Four  of  these  are  pecul- 
iarly instructive,  as  they  show  incontestably  that 
tayuya  is  useless  in  this  d'sease.  The  patients  v/ho 
dreaded  mercury  were  treated  with  tayuya  for  sev- 
eral months,  when  relapse  after  relapse  was  ob- 
served. The  pains  were  not  removed,  nor  was  the 
time  of  recovery  from  any  single  eruption  shorter 
than  the  normal.  Finally,  each  of  the  four  cases 
suffered  severely  from  affections  of  the  kidneys, 
iris,  etc.,  which  are  looked  upon  as  consequents  of 
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the  treatment  adopted.  In  such  cases  potassium 
iodide  gave  immediate  results.  Dr.  Pellizzari  con- 
cludes with  a  reference  to  the  unscientific  recom- 
mendations of  universal  panaceas,  more  especially 
to  the  so-called  "  blood-purifiers."  In  the  discus- 
sion upon  these  cases  by  the  Medical  Society  of 
Florence,  Dr.  iVIarcacci,  of  Prof.  Michelani's  clinic, 
and  Dr.  Zanarelli,  who  has  made  observations  upon 
prostitutes,  were  unanimous  in  denying  to  tayuya 
any  anti-syphilitic  properties. — Lo  Sperimentale, 
1878,  No.  7. — Centralblatt  f.  Chirurgie. 


The  Action  of  the  Digestive  Ferments 
Employed  in  the  Treatment  of  Dyspepsia. 
—  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Acaddmie  de  Medi- 
cine, M.  Vulpian  laid  before  the  society  the  results 
of  his  investigations  into  the  action  of  pepsin,  pan- 
creatin  and  diastase.  The  different  preparations 
of  pepsin  were  found  to  be  of  very  variable 
strength,  many  of  them  so  feeble  as  to  be  abso- 
lutely useless  as  remedial  agents.  The  addition 
of  alcohol  to  an  acidified  solution  of  pepsin  or  to 
natural  gastric  juice,  retards  digestion  when  the 
proportion  of  alcohol  in  the  solution  exceeds  that 
of  claret  or  Burgundy  wine.  From  this  the  con- 
clusion is  drawn  that  wines  and  elixirs  of  pepsin 
should  not  be  used.  Some  of  the  elixirs  examined 
contained  but  very  small  proportions  of  the  prin- 
ciple, the  rest  having  been  precipitated  by  the  al- 
cohol during  the  manufacture.  Pancreatin  and 
diastase,  when  mixed  with  artificial  or  natural  gas- 
tric juice,  have  not  as  energetic  an  action  on 
starchy  matters  as  when  pure  water  is  used  for 
their  solution.  M.  Mourrut,  who  continued  the  in- 
vestigations under  the  directions  of  M.  Vulpian, 
found  that  the  effect  of  acid  was  to  retard  the  ac- 
tion of  all  the  ferments,  an  effect,  perhaps,  most 
marked  in  the  case  of  pepsin. — Gazette  Midicale 
de  Paris. — Med.  Record. 


Menthol,  an  Anti-Neuralgic. — Allow  me 
to  mention  that  in  neuralgia  of  the  face  I  have 
several  times  applied  a  solution  of  menthol,  a  solid 
derived  from  the  Chinese  or  American  oil  of  pep- 
permint, referred  to  in  The  Lancet  of  7th  June 
last  as  a  powerful  antiseptic  and  theoretically  anti- 
neuralgic  agent.  The  solution  used  was,  on  a  first 
trial,  one  of  the  melted  crystals  only ;  but  to  avoid 
the  annoyance  to  the  eyes  from  the  extreme  vola- 
tility of  the  remedy,  and  to  obtain  a  more  pro- 
longed action,  I  afterwards  used  a  mixture  of  men- 
thol in  rectified  spirit,  with  the  addition  of  a  little 
clove  oil,  to  a  strength  of  one  of  menthol  to  sixty 
parts,  painted  over  the  affected  tract.  Relief  was 
had  in  from  two  to  four  minutes,  and  within  one 
or  two  minutes  at  most  after  this  the  then  existing 
attack  was  cured.  This,  I  think,  goes  far  to  show 
that  the  Chinese  custom  of  painting  with  oil  of 
peppermint  in  neuralgic  cases  owes  its  reputed 
efficacy  to  menthol  as  its  active  constituent.  In 
cases  of  toothache  the  pain  has  disappeared  within 
a  few  seconds  after  the  application  of  a  single  crys- 
tal on  cotton-wool.  From  this  it  is  easy  to  go  to 
sciatica,  and  I  would  recommend  a  trial  of  the 
crystal  of  menthol,  melted,  in  this  affection,  as  well 
as  in  intercostal  neuralgia,  brachialgia,  and  nerve 
pains  in  general. — A.  D.  Macdonald,  in  The  Lon- 
don Lancet. 


Some  Cases  of  Bright's  Disease  Treated 
WITH  Jaborandi. — As  the  brief  records  of  some 
cases  of  Bright's  disease  in  which  jaborandi  was 
employed  may  be  of  interest,  permit  me  to  submit 
them. 

Case  I.  I  was  called  one  evening  to  see  a  wo- 
man said  to  be  hysterical.  I  found,  indeed,  all  the 
symptoms  that  are  given  by  the  best  authors  of 


that  protean  malady ;  but,  as  the  patient  was  preg- 
nant, and  had  some  headache,  I  endeavored  to  pro- 
cure some  of  her  water.  It  was  impossible  to  get 
more  than  a  drachm,  as  she  fought  like  a  tigress. 
It  contained  some  albumen.  I  ordered  free  purga- 
tion, and  gave  bromide  of  potash,  chloral,  tr.  valer- 
ian to  quiet  her.  Eight  hours  after,  I  was  again 
called  to  see  my  hysterical  patient  in  "fits."  Os 
uteri  slightly  dilated,  and  her  convulsions  occur- 
ring at  each  contraction  of  the  uterus.  I  sent  for 
forceps,  and  dilated  the  os  uteri  rapidly.  I  gave 
hypodermically  one-sixth  grain  of  pilocarpine.  It 
acted  promptly,  and  her  convulsions  were  so  modi- 
fied that  I  gave  her,  in  a  half-hour,  another  injec- 
tion of  the  same  amount.  The  child  was  now  de- 
livered. Some  other  convulsions  occurred  after 
the  birth  of  the  child.  Again  I  resorted  to  jabor- 
andi, and  again  I  succeeded.  The  purgation  was 
thorough.     The  woman  recovered. 

Case  2.  I  was  called  shortly  after  to  see  a  wo- 
man in  puerperal  convulsions.  Two  physicians 
had  seen  her,  but  one  said  to  administer  chloro- 
form and  she  would  come  all  '•  right,"  and  the 
other  refused  to  attend.  The  patient's  convulsions 
were  terrible,  one  every  three  minutes.  The  os 
was  only  partially  dilated.  Chloroform  did  not 
yield  me  very  good  results,  so  I  resorted  to  jabor- 
andi. Her  skin  was  dry  and  hot.  I  threw  up 
thirty  minims  of  the  fluid  extract  of  jaborandi  per 
rectum.  The  oedema  of  the  lungs  which  followed 
was  so  awful  that  I  hope  I  may  never  see  such 
again.  I  gave  her  up  as  lost ;  and,  as  the  foetal 
heart  had  ceased,  I  determined  to  wait  her  death 
before  delivering.  To  my  surprise,  after  an  hour 
of  these  terrible  symptoms,  and  by  the  free  injec- 
tion of  ammon.  carb.,  my  patient  ralHed,  and  be- 
came conscious  for  the  first  time  in  twenty-four 
hours.  I  sent  for  my  father,  Dr.  John  Burke,  and 
she  was  delivered.  Everything  appeared  well. 
She  had  lost  much  blood,  but  she  appeared  to  be 
doing  nicely.  I  left.  Was  called  back  in  two 
hours.  She  had  another  convulsion.  I  gave  one- 
twentieth  grain  of  pilocarpine,  and,  although  it 
stopped  the  convulsion  and  did  not  occasion  much 
oedema,  she  sunk  and  died  some  hours  after,  spite 
of  my  most  strenuous  exertions. 

Case  3,  was  a  young  man  who,  after  being  purged 
freely  and  cupped,  still  complained  of  headache, 
and  had,  with  a  dry,  harsh  skin,  all  the  initiatory 
symptoms  of  a  convulsion.  The  hypodermic  injec- 
tion of  one-third  of  a  grain  of  pilocarpine  and  an 
equal  amount  of  Magendie's  sol.  of  morphia,  by 
the  orders  of  my  father.  Dr.  John  Burke,  produced 
a  most  profuse  perspiration  and  an  agreeable  sleep, 
which  lasted  for  six  hours,  after  which  all  his 
symptoms  disappeared,  and,  with  the  rational  con- 
tinuance of  appropriate  medication,  he  recovered. 
— Martin  Burke,  in  Medical  Record. 


Chrysophanic  Acid  in  Psoriasis  and 
OTHER  allied  Skin  DISEASES. — Chrysophanic 
acid  is  one  of  the  most  useful  and  important  thera- 
peutical agents  we  have  in  the  treatment  of  cer- 
tain intractable  diseases  of  the  skin,  especially 
those  belonging  to  the  scaly  order.  I  have  treated 
many  cases  of  psoriasis,  herpes,  eczema,  impetigo, 
lichen  and  pityriasis,  which  has  been  of  long  dura- 
tion, and  has  resisted  other  well-tried  means, 
especially  psoriasis.  Three  cases  of  more  than  ten 
years  duration,  whose  bodies  were  almost  entirely 
covered  with  scales,  were  cured  after  three  weeks' 
treatment. 

The  acid  can  be  used  in  connection  with  simple 
cerate,  cod-liver  oil,  sweet  oil,  vaseline,  etc. 

]^.     Chrysophanic  acid,  3  ss.  to  3ij. 
Vaseline,   |  j . 

M.  Sig.     Use  on  the  diseased  parts  night  and 
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morning.  Thirty  grains  of  the  acid  is  the  smallest 
quantity  used,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  is  the 
largest  that  will  be  required.  In  children  suffering 
from  scaly  eczema,  this  ointment  has  been  very 
successful.  In  three  cases  of  pityriasis  of  the  face 
of  more  than  six  years'  duration  this  ointment 
quickly  cured.  Herpetic  and  eczematous  eruptions 
around  the  anus,  prepuce  and  vulva  that  are  stub- 
born to  cure,  rapidly  improve  after  using  this  oint- 
ment and  are  soon  cured. 

Chronic  ulcers  of  the  leg  from  varicose  veins  or 
other  causes,  the  following  will  prove  an  excellent 
application : 

^.     01.  Terebinth,  5j. 

Acid  Chrysophanic,  3  j. 

M.  Sig.  Apply  with  camel's  hair  pencil,  then 
cover  the  ulcer  with  the  ointment.  Renew  every 
day  for  three  days  then  thickly  apply  oxide  zinc 
ointment  three  times  a  day ;  use  no  soap  or  water 
about  the  limb,  but  if  the  ointment  crusts  on  the 
leg  remove  it  with  sweet  oil.— ^.  F.Pattee,  M.  D., 
in  Medical  Brief. 


Fucus  Vesiculosus  (Anti-Fat).— Now  that 
this  remedy  is  so  universally  used  for  the  reduction 
of  obesity,  it  may  interest  the  profession  to  recall 
to  mind  another  use  found  for  it  in  1826. 

Laennec  having  observed  that  on  the  coast  of 
Brittany,  where  the  air  is  more  humid,  but  at  the 
same  time  milder  and  more  equable  than  in  the 
interior  of  France,  the  number  of  phthisical  pa- 
tients was  comparitavely  small,  and  having  also 
seen  that  young  men  from  Brittany  became  con- 
sumptive during  their  sojourn  in  large  cities,  and  re- 
covered on  returning  to  their  native  province,  came 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  peculiar  atmosphere  of 
the  sea  coast  had  something  to  do  in  these  results. 

He,  therefore,  tried  to  imitate  it,  in  some  meas- 
ure, by  placing  near  the  beds  of  the  patients  cer- 
tain fresh  marine  plants.  He  brought  together, 
into  two  small  wards,  a  number  of  phthisical  pa- 
tients, and  surrounded  their  beds  with  the  fucus 
vesiculosus,  causing  them  to  drink  also  an  infusion 
of  the  same  plant.  None  appeared  to  suffer  from 
this  mode  of  treatment,  as  long  as  the  fresh  fucus 
could  be  procured. 

The  cough  became  less  frequent,  the  breathing 
less  confined,  the  expectoration  less  in  quantity. 
In  the  greater  number  the  hectic  fever  ceased,  and 
the  progress  of  emaciation  was  arrested. 

In  1826  the  fucus  caused  fattening  and  arrest  of 
emaciation ;  now  it  produces  emaciation,  or  rather 
tt  reduces  bulk,  according  to  testimony  of  many 
writers,  who  perhaps  do  not  take  into  account  the 
diet  they  adopt,  or  the  hygiene  they  follow,  as  be- 
ing a  more  important  factor  in  the  matter. 

We  do  not  hear  now  of  fucus  in  consumption. 
In  fifty-three  years'  time  shall  we  hear  of  Anti- 
Fat  ? — Med.  Press  and  Circular, 

[Is  not  F.  Vesiculosus  a  tonic  alterative  .'*  If  so,  is 
there  any  paradox  in  the  facts  that  the  consumptive 
gains  fat  while  taking  it,  and  that  the  fat,  lymphatic 
patient  loses  fat } — Ed.  New  Preparations.] 

SCUDDER  IN  the  ROLE  OF  AN  EDUCATION- 
AL (.?)  Critic* — We  were  considerably  surprised 
at  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  last  number 
of  Scudder's  Journal,  of  Cincinnati,  entitled 
"  Incompetent  Teachers  and  Imperfect  Medical 
Teaching."  The  article  was  simply  an  attack 
on  Bennett  Medical   College,  and,  of  course,  the 

*  We  should  more  naturally  have  looked  for  a  criticism  on  art, 
than  for  one  on  an  educational  subject  from  an  ex-  (house) 
painter. — Ed. 
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statements  there  made  must  be  true,  as  they  come 
from  such  a  disinterested  (?)  source.  It  appeared 
as  a  communication  to  the  editor,  and  the  writer, 
no  doubt,  must  be  wholly  disconnected  (.?)  with 
Scudder's  College,  as  none  of  his  professors 
would  be  so  immodest  or  impolitic  as  to  try  to 
advertise  themselves  by  injury  to  others.  We 
might  find  fault  with  Dr.  Scudder  for  allowing  such 
a  communication  to  appear,  but  probably  he  was 
asleep,  or  gone  on  a  journey ;  or  possibly  his  mind 
has  become  clouded  by  age  and  overwork.  It 
may  be,  however,  that  down  there,  in  Cincinnati, 
they  are  so  behindhand  in  civilization  as  to  think 
that  sparring  with  words  is  the  height  of  scientific 
discussion.  If  so,  we  leave  them  to  their  own 
happy  amusement,  and  simply  protect  ourselves  in 
self-defense. 

The  article  itself  is  highly  entertaining  and  enor- 
mously instructive.  It  either  evinces  a  foresight 
of  several  hundred  years,  at  least,  when  all  the 
affairs  of  the  present  day  will  have  been  forgotten, 
or  was  written  from  a  standpoint  of  thirty  or  forty 
years  ago. 

Among  other  points  it  refers  to  an  address  de- 
livered by  Prof.  Reading,  at  the  commencement 
exercises  of  Bennett  Medical  College,  wherein  it 
was  stated  that  formerly  the  facial  nerve  was  cut 
for  tic  douloureux.  It  flatly  denies  this  fact,  and 
says,  "  This  ignorance  of  both  anatomy  and  phy- 
siology would  be  inexcusable  in  a  physician,  much 
more  in  a  teacher  of  medicine."  We  would  simply 
refer  the  writer  to  Dalton's  Physiology,  a  text  book 
with  which  the  merest  tyros  of  medicine  in  Chi- 
cago are  familiar,  but  of  which  they  probably  have 
not  heard  in  Cincinnati.  Under  the  head  of  the 
facial  nerve,  Dalton  says,  "  The  facial,  therefore, 
does  not  transmit  sensation  from  these  parts ;  and 
its  division,  which  was  formerly  resorted  to  in  tic 
douloureux,  is  accordingly  altogether  incapable  of 
relieving  neuralgic  pains."  If  more  proofs  were 
necessary,  an  abundance  of  them  is  furnished  in 
the  works  of  Sir  Charles  Bell  himself,  who  did 
more  to  establish  the  functions  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem than  any  one  else.  We  repeat,  and  this  time 
without  quotation  marks,  this  ignorance  of  both 
anatomy  and  physiology  would  be  inexcusable  in  a 
physician,  much  more  in  a  teacher  of  medicine. 
Other  flaws,  equally  correct  and  interesting,  are 
found  in  the  address  above  referred  to,  but  we  as- 
sure the  writer  that  the  statements  there  made 
were  by  the  authority  of  such  men  as  Dalton,  Flint, 
Hammond,  etc.,  which  are  universally  received  up 
our  way,  but  whose  works  have  probably  not  yet 
penetrated  to  the  inland  town  on  the  creek. 

The  article  again  takes  issue  with  Prof.  Whit- 
ford's  treatment  of  whooping-cough,  and  we  can 
but  conclude  that  the  disease  must  be  different  in 
the  two  different  places.  We  know  that  this  method 
of  treatment  works  well  here,  and  it  can't  be 
that  they  don't  know  how  to  treat  whooping- 
cough  in  Cincinnati.  We  assure  you,  gentlemen 
of  Cincinnati,  if  you  really  do  not,  you  had  better 
leave  the  patients  to  themselves,  for  they  will  nearly 
always  recover  sooner  or  later. 

The  weakest  point  in  the  whole  article  was  the 
writer's  attack  on  Prof.  Clark.  Here  we  descend 
from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous.  The  idea  of 
Scudder  pitching  into  such  a  man  as  Prof.  Clark 
reminds  us  of  the  fable  of  the  frog  and  the  ox. 
A  man  who  runs  a  college  simply  for  money,  who 
edits  a  journal  simply  for  money,  who  writes 
books  simply  for  money,  who  pretends  to  invent 
a  peculiar  system  of  medication  simply  for  money, 
must  be  satisfied  with  the  attainment  of  his  ob- 
ject, but  must  not  aspire  to  the  position  of  true 
science  occupied  by  Prof.  Clark ;  much  less  should  he 
assume  to  dictate  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong. 
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The  article  ends  with  a  few  unimportant  slurs 
on  Prof.  Davis,  which  are  as  ridiculous  as  they  are 
far-fetched. 

In  truth,  the  whole  article,  in  unfair  dealing 
and  petty  meanness,  caps  the  climax  of  contempt- 
ibility.  When  a  man,  who  is  at  the  head  of  an 
institution  which  pretends  to  teach  the  noblest 
profession,  is  obliged  to  edit  a  journal  and  pros- 


titute its  pages  to  the  personal  abuse  of  teach- 
ers of  another  institution,  it  is  about  time  that 
he  shuts  the  slanderous  doors  of  his  whole  con- 
cern, and  allows  his  disciples  and  friends  to 
leave  such  an  atmosphere  of  miserly  plotting  and 
selfish  scheming  for  some  place  where  there  is 
true  refinement  and  real  culture. — Chicago  Medical 
Times. 
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Personal. — A  subscriber  wishes  the  following 
back  numbers  to  complete  his  files  of  the  respective 
journals.  Any  one  having  extra  copies  of  same  to 
offer,  will  oblige  by  corresponding  with  the  pub- 
lisher of  this  journal  (Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit).  Please  state  prices  in  your  communication. 
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Subscriptions. 

The  subscription  price  for  The  Therapeutic 
Gazette  for  1880  will  be  one  dollar.  Subscribers 
for  1880,  who  remit  before  January  ist,  will  receive 
all  numbers  for  1879  issued  subsequent  to  their 
remittance,  free  of  charge. 

Back  numbers  (New  Preparations)  (1877-78), 
each  10  cents.  Back  numbers  (New  Prepara- 
tions), bound — Vols.  I  and  II  (quarterly) — paper 
cover,  40  cents ;  board  covers,  75  cents  per  volume. 
The  January,  1878,  number  is  now  out  of  print. 
Volume  III  (monthly) — cloth,  $1.25;  paper,  $r.oo. 

For  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  inclosed  to  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  Publisher,  we  will  send  The  Therapeutic 
Gazette  (monthly)  and  Michigan  Medical 
News  (semi-monthly)  for  one  year  to  any  address. 
For  threedollars  and  fifty  cents,  The  Thera- 
peutic Gazette  and  Detroit  Lancet,  and  for 
four  dollars,  the  three  journals  for  one  year  to  one 
address.  The  Medical  News  alone  is  one  dollar 
per  year,  and  the  Detroit  Lancet,  three  dollars. 

Our  prospectus,  giving  reduced  prices  for  nearly 
every  medical  journal  published  in  this  country  and 
Europe,  and  for  the  leading  scientific  and  popular 
literary  magazines,  is  now  ready.  Please  send  for 
a  copy  if  you  have  not  already  done  so. 

Correspondence. 

Address  all  correspondence  and  printed  matter 
pertaining  to  the  journal  to  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641, 
Detroit. 

In  corresponding,  don't  blame  us  for  an  appar- 
ent inattention  to  your  wants,  until  you  know  we 
are  at  fault.  We  have  a  large  file  of  letters  which 
ought  to  be  answered  ;  some  have  no  signature, 
others  no  address,  and  many  we  cannot  read  either 
signature  or  place.  Your  letter  of  complaint  will 
enable  us  to  answer  you. 

We  shall  continue  next  year  the  reports  of  prac- 
titioners upon  the  remedies  introduced  to  your  no- 
tice, and  shall  also  continue  our  reports  upon  such 
other  new-comers  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession; hence  we  cordially  invite  physicians  to 
send  us,  for  publication,  their  written  experience 
with  any  of  the  new  remedies  .alluded  to  in  our 
columns,  or  upon  kindred  subjects. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  who  receive  a 
sample  copy  of  this  number  of  The  Therapeutic 
Gazette  become  subscribers,  and  hope  they  will 
send  in  their  remittances  as  speedily  as  possible,  so 
that  we  may  have  our  mail  list  in  readiness  for  the 
next  issue. 

Write  your  name  and  address  plainly.    When 


possible  inclose  your  pnnted  address  (card,  bill  or 
note  head). 

If  you  feel  unable  to  pay  the  retail  prices  of 
medical  publications,  notice  that  you  can  obtain 
The  Therapeutic  Gazetee  with  many  of  them 
for  a-year,  without  extra  charge,  if  both  publi- 
cations are  ordered  through  us.  Many  have  availed 
themselves  of  our  clubbing  rates  the  past  few  weeks. 

For  publications  of  Messrs.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Henry  C.  Lea,  and  D.  G.  Brinton,  we  must  here- 
after charge  their  list  prices,  with  $1.00  additional 
for  The  Therapeutic  Gazette,  as  they  no 
longer  make  the  usual  trade  discounts  to  any  pub- 
lishers. To  save  you  the  annoyance  of  making  two 
remittances  we  will,  however,  be  responsible  for 
your  payment  reaching  them  if  sent  to  us  with  your 
remittance  for  The  Therapeutic  Gazette. 

Our  prospectus,  just  issued,  contains  a  list  of 
premiums  and  other  matters  of  interest. 

Important  Notice. — Please  observe  that  our 
premiums  are  offered  only  for  actual  subscribers 
who  send  the  names  of  new  subscribers.  Thus,  a 
physician  who  is  not  a  paid  subscriber  himself, 
cannot  remit  $1.00  for  his  own  subscription  and 
claim  a  premium.  Neither  can  he  send  with  his 
own  remittance  the  renewal  for  another  subscriber 
and  obtain  a  premium.  But  if  he  sends  his  own 
subscription  for  1880,  and  the  subscription  of 
another  person  not  already  our  books,  he  is  en- 
titled to  a  premium. 

Subscribers  cannot  claim  both  the  premium  and 
the  advantages  of  our  clubbing  rates  on  the  same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 

We  wish  to  employ  agents  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Active  men,  possessing  tact  for  such  work, 
can  make  it  pay.  Traveling  men  and  all  whose 
business  brings  them  in  contact  with  physicians 
can  do  well  in  canvassing  for  us,  and  the  work 
is  easy,  honorable,  and  requires  no  capital.  Write 
to  the  publisher,  stating  your  qualifications  for  can- 
vassing and  the  territory  you  want,  and  we  will  be 
glad  to  correspond  with  you.  Physicians  and  drug 
clerks,  whose  duties  will  permit  them  to  give  this 
matter  a  portion  of  their  time,  may  add  a  pleasing 
sum  to  their  income  under  our  liberal  terms.  All 
are  invited  to  communicate  with  us,  and  we  will 
furnish  sample  copies,  gratis,  and  full  information 
as  to  terms.  Now  is  a  favorable  time  for  beginning 
the  canvass  for  next  year,  as  we  offer  all  such  sub- 
scribers the  forthcoming  numbers  for  the  present 
yfaxfree. 
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Professional  and  Business  Chances. 

Business  Chances. — Under  this  head  we  will  be  happy  to  insert,  gratis,  not  more  than  four  lines  from  any  physician  or 
druggist— on  the  subscription  list  of  New  Preparations— who  wishes  to  dispose  of  hLs  property.  These  brief  notices  should 
state  where  the  property  is  located,  its  value,  reasons  for  selling,  etc.  This  liberal  offer  enables  physicians  and  druggists 
wishing  to  change  their  location  to  bring  the  matter  free  of  expense  to  the  notice  of  thousands  who  might  wish  to 
purchase.  The  circulation  of  New  Preparations  is  already  very  large,  and  rapidly  increasing.  It  goes  to  every  State 
and  Territory  in  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  Canada  and  Gi'eat  Britain. 

Please  note  our  request  that  each  advei-tiser  will  advise  us  as  soon  as  the  advertisement  has  achieved  its  purpose. 

On  account  of  limited  space,  we  will  hereafter  be  compelled  to  decline  advertisements  in  excess  of  four  lines.  Adver- 
tisers hereafter  must  name  some  address  other  than  this  journal.    (Box  641.) 


JUST  RECEIVED— An  ample  stock  of  Crude  Petroleum, 
Chaulmoogra  Oil,  Sarracenia  Flava,  and  several  new 
South  American  drugs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 

FOR  SALE.  — A  SPL,ENDID  CHANCE  FOR  A 
PHYSICIAN. —  I  will  give  my  practice,  amounting  to 
from  $4,000  to  $6,000  per  year,  to  a  good  live  physician,  if  he 
will  purchase  my  property,  viz. :  a  good  house  (10  rooms)  on 
two  lots,  all  kinds  of  fruit,  barn  and  out-houses,  etc.,  for 
$3,500,  first  cost  $6,000;  in  a  city  of  10,000  inhabitants,  in  the 
oil  country  of  Pennsylvania;  four  railroads.  Reason  for 
selling;  want  to  go  to  New  York  city.  WiU  remain  six  months 
as  partner;  terms  easy.  Address, 
Scalpel,  box  641,  Detroit 

HOT  SPRINGS  DRUG  STORE  FOR  SAI.E A  rare 
chance  for  a  hve  man,  with  a  little  money.    Reason 
for  selling — business  in  Cincinnati  requires  my  whole  atten- 
tion.   Address, 
Dr.  W.  W.  Clark,  care  of  Grand  Hotel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

FOR  SALE,  in  California — A  country  practice,  and 
an  improved  farm  of  40  acres,  containing  vineyard, 
orchards,  artesian  wells,  etc.,  for  sale,  or  exchange  for  a 
drug  store,  and  property,  suitable  for  an  M.  D.,  in  some 
growing  town,  in  the  West  Kentucky,  or  Texas  preferred. 
Address, 

J.  R.  Gregoiy,  M.  D.,  Westminster,  Los  Angeles  Co.,  Ca. 


PHYSICIAN'S  LOCATION For  sale  in  a  good  town 
situated  in  the  finest  valley  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  good 
property  very  low,  terms  easy,  good  practice;  satisfactory 
reason  for  selling  out.    Address, 

W.  F.  Coopper,  Brandt,  Miami  Co.,  Ohio. 


NOTICE.— PERSONAL.— Will  the  physician  advertising 
under  this  head  who  signs  his  advertisement  "M.  D., 
Box  641,  Detroit,  Mich.,"  please  forward  his  correct  address 
to  me  at  once,  as  I  have  mislaid  his  letter  containing  same, 
and,  having  received  several  replies  to  said  advertisement, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  where  to  mail  them. 

Geo.  S.  Davis,  Box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 


FOR  SALE,— I  will  transfer  a  good  paying  country  prac- 
tice to  the  purchaser  of  my  two  ponies,  concord  wagon, 
buckboard,  double  and  single  harness,  stable,  furniture  and 
drugs;  also  sleigh.  The  above  offer  stands  good  only  till 
January  1,  1880.    Price,  $350.    Address, 

J.  E.  Garrison,  M.  D.,  South  Canaan,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa. 

FOR  SALE,  AN  ECLECTIC  AND  BOTANIC 
PRACTICE,  in  a  town  of  6,000  inhabitants,  surrounded 
by  a  thickly  populated  agricultural  community,  in  northern 
Ohio,  Practice  about  $3,500  per  annum  (and  with  much 
more  if  night  business  is  attended  to).    Address, 

Dr.  W.  H..  Betts,  Findlay,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio. 

SIX  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  will  buy  the  property  and 
good-will  of  a  practice  established  eight  years.  A  rare 
chance  for  a  young  man,  as  he  will  have  the  entire  field  to 
himself,  the  nearest  competition  being  eight  miles  distant. 
Good  house  and  lot,  with  stabling,  etc.  Two  churches  and  a 
graded  school  in  the  village.  Situation  on  a  railroad  within 
twenty  five  miles  of  the  capital.  Good  reasons  given  for 
selling.    Address,  "  Galen,"  Springfield,  111. 

FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE.  Drug  Store  and  Fixtures, 
valued  at  $1,000.  Located  in  a  city  of  16,000  inhabitantt 
in  southern  Illinois.  Best  farming  county  in  state.  Will  sell 
for  $800  cash,  or  trade  for  real  estate  at  $1,000.  Good  reasons 
for  selling.    Address,  Box  306,  Belleville,  111. 

FOR  SALE.— A  practice,  worth  $1,500,  situated  in  one  of 
the  finest  seaside  villages  in  Mass.  Also  team,  ofiflce 
and  fixtures,  if  desired.  Climatic  change  imperative.  $400 
to  $600  Terms  easy.  Splendid  opening  for  a  young  man. 
Address,  with  stamp.  Box  3,  Methuen,  Mass. 

FOR   SALE   OR   EXCHANGE— A  good  location  for  a 
physician,  in  one  of  the  most   desirable  portions  of 
western  Texas.    For  full  particulars,  address, 

A.  I  Hodge,  M.  D.,  Concrete,  De  Witt  Co.,  Texas. 

SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS.— I  wish  to  purchase  a  full 
line  of  Surgical  Instruments  and  Appliances.  Parties 
wishing  to  dispose  of  full  or  part  sets,  address,  with  particu- 
lars;  Dr.  E.  F.  Wells.  Minster,  Anglaizs  Co.,  Ohio. 

REWARD  to  the  physician  who  informs  me  of  a 
desirable  location  for  a  regular  physician.    Three 
years'  experience.    Give  particulars.    Address, 

A,  Y.  Y.,  Farmington,  Dls. 


$25 


WANTED. — To  trade  property,  in  a  thriving  new  settle 
ment  in  Florida,  for  a  physician's  practice  and  prop- 
erty in  northern  Ohio,  Indiana  or  Illinois.  For  particulars, 
address. W.  M.,  M.  D.,  Decatur,  111. 

LOCATION— PHYSICIAN — A  good  paying  practice, 
office,  fixtures  and  medicine,  good  two  story  dwelling  • 
house,  barn  and  all  necessary  outbuildings  and  two  corner 
lots  in  a  thriving  little  railroad  town  and  good  farming  com- 
munity for  $2,000,  three-fourths  cash,  balance  in  twelve 
months.  Reasons  for  selling,  want  to  go  into  the  drug  busi- 
ness. For  further  particulars  address  with  stamp, 
A.  C,  Huron,  Ind. 

PHYSICIAN— LOCATION  —A  good  location  for  a  phy- 
sician, especially  a  young  man,  in  a  country  town; 
splendid  farming  district  all  around,  nearest  town  ten  miles. 
Wish  to  sell  only  office  and  practice.  Reasons  for  selling, 
must  attend  to  other  business.  Address, 
P.  O.  Box  7,  New  Bedford,  Bureau  Co.,  111. 

FOR  SALE— A  practice  worth  $6,000  per  annum  (and  worth 
much  more  if  night  business  is  attended  to)  in  a  lively 
northern  city  on  Mississippi  river;  or  will  sell  a  half  interest 
in  business.    For  particulars  address,  with  stamp, 
"M.  D,"  box  641,  Detroit,  Mich. 

FOR  SALE— A  paying  drug  store  located  in  best  part  of 
Cumberland  Valley,  Pa.,  within  twenty  miles  of  Harris- 
burgh.     Stock,  $1,500  cash;   fixtures  belong  to    building. 
Address, 
Jalap,  Oakville,  Pa. 

YOUNG  PHYSICIAN— I  will  sell  you  my  practice,  house 
(new  and  large),  barn,  one  half  acre  of  land,  fruit  trees, 
good  well,  etc.,  for  $450,  cost  $600.  Reason,  wish  to  locate  at 
a  distance  with  another  practitioner.  Good  practice.  Terms 
easy.   Address, J.  S.  Seeley,  M.  D.,  Cordova.  Minn. 


FOR  SALE— An  ofiflce,  drugs,  instruments,  horse  and 
carriage,  outfit  complete;  business  .$3,000  a  year.  15,000 
population.  I  wish  to  remove  to  California.  This  is  a  fine 
opening  for  an  eclectic. 

Prof.  R.  R.  Hall,  M.  D.,  Aurora,  111. 


A  GOOD  OPENING  for  a  physician  and  surgeon  in  a 
growing  country  village  of  about  5,000  inhabitants,  a  No. 
1  house  with  barn,  worth  about  $4,000.    Satisfactory  reasons 
given  for  selhng  or  exchanging. 
Dr.  W.  J.  Wilcox,  Hoosick  Falls,  N.  Y. 

A  FINE  CHANCE  TO  MAKE  MONEY.— We  will  seU 
our  stock  of  drugs  and  fixtures,  valued  at  $1,200,  at 
two-thirds  invoice  with  ten  per  cent  ofif  for  all  cash  advanced. 
Time  will  be  given  on  part  if  desired .    Location  is  one  of  the 
best  in  north-east  Indiana.    Good  reasons  for  selling. 
Address,  S.  &  B.,  box  100,  Decatur,  Ind. 


DRUG  STORE  FOR  SALE— Business  good,  will  turn 
over  a  pi-actice  worth  $3,000  per  annum  to  purchaser- 
bad  health.    Address, 

A.  P.  Reed,  M.  D.,  Allenville,  Cape  Co.,  Mo. 


FOR  SALE— An  established  location,  good  house,  stables, 
office,  three-fourths  acre  of  land,  fruit,  etc.,  in  nice  vil- 
lage, good  roads,  good  country.  Price,  $1,000,  half  cash.  I 
wish  to  go  west.    For  particulars,  address, 

J.  A.  Comstock,  M.  D.,  Marietta,  Shelby  Co.,  Ind. 


store  established  thirty  years,  west 
rice  $1,200— $500  cash,  balance  to  suit 


FOR  SALE— A  drui 
end  of  the  city.    ; 
purchaser.    Address, 

Dr.  I.  B.  Moore,  1924  Pennsylvania  Ave., 

Washington,  D 


C. 


SITUATION  WANTED.— Young  man  with  three  years' 
experience  wishes  situation  as  clerk  in  a  drug  store. 
Strictly  temperate.  References  from  last  employer.  Ad- 
dress 

'  C.  H.  Willard,  Friendship.  Allegany  Co.,  N.  Y. 

WANTED  TO  FORM  A  PARTNERSHIP  with  some 
experienced  physician,  who  has  a  large  practice.  Can 
give  good  references  as  to  character  and  ability.  For  further 
information  addi'ess 

Medicus,  Martelle,  Jones  Co.,  Iowa. 


PHYSICIAN'S   LOCATION.  — Anv   regular   graduate 
desiring  a  good  location  immediately,  on  most  favorable 
terms,  can  learn  of  one  with  particulars,  by  addressing 
Box  57,  Davison  Station,  Genesee  Co.,  Michigan. 


FOR  SALE,  immediately;  location,  mare,  sulky,  harness, 
medicine,  all  the  et  ceteras  to  start  a  young  man  in 
practice.  I  think  the  mare  alone  worth  $300  ;  will  take  P50 
for  all.    Want  to  go  West.    Correspond  with 

Dr.  Wm.  Wood,  Malta,  Morgan  Co.,  Ohio. 
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